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Odisha CM
ApprovesRs
1755Cr
Additional Grant
For Special
Development
Council

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Saturday
approved an additional
grant of Rs 175.5 crore
for the Special
Development Council
(SDC).

According to a CMO
press release, the
amount will be spent on
preserving the
language, art, culture,
and heritage of Tribals.
This additional grant
will be available along
with the normal grant of
Rs 175.5 crore for the
current year.

This was revealed by
5T Secretary VK
Pandian during a

discussion with
chairpersons of the
SDCs today.

The SDC will receivea
total grant of Rs 351
crore this year. With
this announcement, the
chairpersons  and
members of the nine
SDCswho were present
during the discussion
through video
conferencing expressed
their happiness.

It is worth mentioning
here that the State
government has
constituted Special
Development Councils
in the nine districts of
Koraput, Malkangiri,
Gajapati, Mayurbhanj,
Rayagada, Keonjhar,
Kandhamal,
Sundargarh and
Nabarangpur.

Secretary.

Odishaministershaveno
value Sta eBJPpresden

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):Odisha state BJP
President, Manmohan Samal has launched a
scathing attack on the state government over the
existing state of affairsin governance. During his
Kalahandi tour, Samal alleged that Odisha
ministers and ruling party leaders have no value
as they have turned puppets in the hands of the

Samal further mocked the Secretary’s tour to
variousdistrictsin helicopters on people'smoney.
The state BJP president said that Odishais rich
in natural resources and there is ample scope to
make it the number 1 state in the country.

“The ministers are invisible and they are not
alowed to hear peopl€e's grievances. The BID is
in a deplorable situation. The 5T Secretary is
hearing the grievances instead of the elected
ministers. BJP will form agovernment in Odisha
with a comfortable margin,” said Samal.
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CM Naveen Pays Last
Respects ToMartyred Odia
Jawan Sarq Kumar Das

Bhubaneswar (KCN): Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik paid hislast respectsto Odia Jawan Saroj
Kumar Das, who was martyred in Sikkim flash
floods triggered by a cloudburst.

The Odisha CM paid humble tributes to the
martyred Jawan Saroj Das after the latter’s
mortal remains arrived at Bhubaneswar airport
on Saturday. A guard of honour was accorded to
the martyred Odia Jawan.

Odia jawan Saroj Kumar Das was reportedly
among 23 army personnel who went missing due
to a flash flood in the Teesta River in North
Sikkim.Saroj Das hailsfrom Kendudhipavillage
under Kamakhyanagar police station in
Dhenkanal district. He recently got married in
February and has been serving asan EME Jawan

in the army since 2012.

According to reports, the mortal remains are
being taken to his native village where the last
riteswill be performed with full state honours.

Odisha CM Approves Rs 5,929 Cr DPR

| For Bhubaneswar Metro Rail Proj ect
CM Naveen Patnaik to Lay Foundation on 1st Jan 2024, Project Will Be Completed in 4 Years.

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik reviewed the
status of Phase | of the
Bhubaneswar Metro
project today. The
Detailed Project Report
has been approved at a
total cost of Rs. 5929
Crore, which will be
fully borne by the Gowvt
of Odisha. It will be
takenupasa5T initiative
of the state govt. For the
current year, Rs. 210
Crore has been provided
in the Supplementary
Budget. The Chief
Minister will lay the
foundation for the
project on January 1,
2024,

Bhubaneswar Metro Rail
Corporation’ — a fully
owned company of the
Government of Odisha
has been newly
incorporated under the

Companies Act and the
Company has started
functioning. A High-
Level Committee under
the chairmanship of
Development
Commissioner-cum-
ACS has been
constituted to overseethe
expeditious engagement
of an executing agency
for the project.

The entire alignment of
the Metro project from
Trisulia Square to
Bhubaneswar Airport
will be on an elevated
structure and will run on
the median/side of the
existing roads, with 20
stations. The stationswill
cover important places
like Nandankanan, KIIT
Square, Damana Square,
Jaydev Vihar, and Vani
Vihar. Ram Mandir,
Bhubaneswar Railway
Station, Bapuji Nagar,

l

Sishu Bhawan and
Capital Hospital.

The project work will be
started soon and is
targeted for completion
within 48 months. CM
Patnaik directed all the
agenciestowork in close
coordination and ensure
the timely completion of
the project.

CM Patnaik said, “The
Bhubaneswar Metro Rail
project is a major
landmark project for
Odisha. Bhubaneswar
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will jointhe select group
of top cities in the
country withametrorail
system. Thisproject will
further strengthen the
public transport in the
city and enable the
economic growth of the
city. The city has been
recognized for various
urban projects and is
emerging as a city with
an enhanced quality of
life. | am surethismega
project will make
Bhubaneswar a top

liveable city in the

country”.
Secretary to CM (5T)
apprised the Chief

Minister regarding the
choice of the alignment
whichwasfinalised after
extensive field visits.
The route has been
selected to decongest the
main roads and benefit a
maximum number of
daily commuters. He
further added that the
subsequent phases of the
Metro project will
connect other growth
centres in and around
Bhubaneswar.

Minister for Housing and
Urban Devel opment Smt
UshaDevi, Development
Commissioner Smt Anu
Garg, Principal Secretary
HUD Sh Mathivathanan,
and Senior officialswere
present during the
meeting.

SJTA Submits Report On Srimandir
ReformsTo Law Department

Bhubaneswar(KCN)
The Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration
(SJTA) has submitted its
report to the Law
Department, informing it
about the steps taken for
Srimandir reforms. The
SJTA has done this in
compliance with the
directions of the
Supreme Court. The
SJTA inits report stated
that a permanent chief
administrator has been
appointed and for the
propagation of Jagannath
Culture, a school and a
Gurukul havebeen set up
for the children of the
servitors.

A plan is underway to
construct a building to
accommodate 60,000
pilgrims at agiven time.
On the other hand, the
audit of theincomes and

expendltures of the
temple aren’'t being
conducted, thelist of the
properties of the deities
in and outside the state
has not been prepared.
So far, no rate chart of
‘ Abadha hasbeen put up
in Ananda Bazar.
Similarly, no steps has
been taken to test the
quality of the
‘Mahaprasad’, the report
stated.

According to the report,
the servitors have not
been provided with
identity cards for easy
their identification.
Similarly, no action is
being taken against the
unruly servitorswho are
responsible for ritual
delay. The servitors’
service that passed onto
them from generations
has not been abolished

nor has the collection of
donation money been
stopped.

Similarly, suggestions
regarding deities’ rituals
are not being taken from
Jagatguru
Shankaracharya. Thereis
no system in place to
ensuredevotees freeand
fair darshan of the
deities. No estimation of
thedeities moveableand
immovable assets has
been done. The last
inventory of ornaments
kept in the Ratna
Bhandar was made in
1978 and no inventory
has since been done.
Notably, while hearing a
petition filed by
Mrinalini Padhi, a
lawyer from Cuttack, the
SC, on November 4,
2019, had directed the
Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA)
to appoint a permanent
administrator of the
managing committee
while passing an interim
judgment on Srimandir
reforms.

GST one-gaming firms not retrospective, Centretellsdissenting states
-~

NewDelhi(KCN): The
Central government has
clarified to the states that
the goods and services
tax (GST) on online
gaming companiesisnot
being levied
retrospectively since
some online games
involved in betting were
aready being charged a
28 per cent GST under
the law earlier.

Certain states during the
GST Council meeting on
October 7 arereported to
have flagged theissue of
retrospectively imposing
GST on online gaming
companies, according to
Maharashtra minister
Deepak Vasant Kesarkar.

Question paper leaks. Odisha BSE files complaint at

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):
With several instances of
question papers getting
leaked on social media
prior to exams, the
authorities of the Board
of Secondary Education
(BSE), Odisha, have
lodged acomplaintinthis
regard at the Cyber Police
Station in Cuttack, on
Saturday. Te BSE has

However, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharman said the issue
was not on the agenda of
the GST Council
meeting but raised by
some states such as Goa
after the meeting was
over.

"It was informed to
certain membersthat this
is not retrospective and
this was the law earlier.
These liabilities were
already existing because
money online games
played with bets... they
were already attracting
by way of betting or
gambling 28 per cent
GST," Revenue
Secretary Sanjay

urged the Cyber Police
Station to look into the
matter and take stern
action against those
involved in such illegal
activities. The secretary
of the BSE stated in a
pressnote, “The Class-X
High  School and
Madhyama Half Years-
examination-2023 are
being conducted from

"
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Malhotra said in answer
to a question at a press
conference after the
meeting.

A number of online
gaming companies have
been issued show-cause
noticing for allegedly
evading GST with
cumulative  amount
adding up to whopping

October 4 to 7 as per the
scheduled programme
notified by the BSE.”

The BSE also made it
clear that question papers
of al subjects had been
handed over to al district
education officers(DEOS)
on September 29 to
distribute the same to the
schools under their
respective jurisdictions

b s

Rs 55,000 crore.

Many have termed this
asretrospective taxation
claiming that the notices
pertain to the period
before the October 1,
2023 implementation
date for a new tax
treatment for gaming
platforms.
Chhattisgarh Deputy

with clear instructionsto
conduct the
examinations with all
possible precautions.

“The schools shall
conduct the examination
and evaduate the Answer
Books and preserve the
marksat their end. Thereis
no provision of uploading
the marks snce the exam
hasnoweightageinAHSC/

Chief Minister T.S.
Singh Deo also said that
the Council discussed the
issue of retrospectively
taxing online gaming
under the indirect tax
regime with the dues
being demanded from
some firms exceeding
their turnover.

Delhi Finance Minister
Atishi also said on
Saturday that the
proposed 28 per cent
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on online gaming
firms could jeopardise
the entire Indian startup
sector, potentially
leading to significant job
losses and hit foreign
investments.

Cyber Police Sation

Madhyama exam which
will beconducted directly by
the BSE(O) during
February-March'24”, the
BSE secretary’'s statement
said, expressng concerns
thet it was unfortunate to
notice questions being
leeked prior tothedateof the
examinaionasknownfrom
some of the links on
YouTube.
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Awareness Paradesand Quiz Competitionsare

SUBARNAPUR

Panchanan Naik, S. I.

Held at Varrous Pl acesto Prevent Cyber Fraud

(KCN):In the past few
days, the Subarnapur
police has taken up a
wide awareness program
in Tarbha town of the
district and in different
villages of the block, in
the boys' high schools
and colleges, and in
various villages of the
block. While creating
public awareness, police
station officer Anita
Kido, Sl Aarati Kanhar ,
Mendaand Kamsara Out
Post officers were
present. Ulunda College
Principal Dr.Debasish
Pandiahighly praised the
cyber awareness
programme. Earlier in

the day, Binika Police

organized a wide
awareness program. In
this context, he thanked
the state government and
the police department for
the cyber security
campaign round the
corners of the district.

Similarly, yesterday,
DSPMr. Chandra Sekhar
Sabar attended the
Panchayat college in
Lachhipur today. It is
recommended to contact
1930 immediately if you
are avictim of fraud.He
was immediately

contacted and advised to
give appropriate answers
and in the afternoon a
cyber awareness quiz
program was organized
at Bhima Bhoi Ashram
School Khaliapali and
prizesweredistributed to
the winners.Ulunda 11C

Rabinarayan in hospital, demands

from district administration for help

SUBARNAPUR (KCN):
Rabinarayan Satpathy (33),
the elder son of Late Mahabir
Satpathy of Gandpali under |
Ulunda Block Kalapathar
Panchayat of Biramaharajpur
Sub-Division of Subarnapur
District, has been bedridden
for threeyears. Loca peoples
have come together to take
him to different hospitals for
treatment, the local Peoples
said. He suffered from brain
tumor and lost some of his
vision after being treated at

Kalinga Hospital

Bhubaneswar. Local Peoples
said that they are struggling
by borrowing money fromthe
villagers. A few days ago,
while walking to the hospital
for treatment, he fell on the

in

road and broke his spine and was
diagnosed with paralysis. Localsrescued
him and took him to Burla Medical
Collegeand hospital for treatment. There
the doctor advised him to take him to

Bhubaneswar
treatment after primary treatment.
He was brought back home
because he lacked money and had
no one to claim as his own.
Rabinarayan, who has lost his
| father and mother,
bedridden and living a miserable
life. Even if many people are
| rgjected, nooneislistening. While
his younger brother lacks money,
he is also not physically healthy,
so he does not have anyone of his
own to take Rabinarayan to a big
medical center and treat him. Even
though he hasa BSKY card, heis
unable to pay for going to the
hospital. The health department
has asked the administration to take
him to a hospital and provide
advanced treatment and provide
government assistance.

for advanced

is now

Onecountry onewage, healthy and
safety and social security

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):One
country one wage health
safety and social security
for all irrespective of
number

of workers working in
MSME and other
unorganised  sector
workers, trade unions
unanimously resolvedin
trade union consultative

meeting held at
Bhubaneswar on 4th and
5th October in

corporation of
International Labour
Organization, where 54
top leaders of INTUC,
BMS, AITUC, HMS,
CITU, AICCTU,
AIUTUC, TUCC,
SEWA, NFITU, NLF
participated in the two
days consultation on
Health and Safety in
MSME, Dr.
Ramachandra Khuntia,
National Vice President,
INTUC and State
President of INTUC

Rotary

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):
TheRotary Public Image
Seminar will be held on
October 1,2023 at the
Hotel PadmajaPremium.
The Rotarylnternational
was founded in the year
1905.1t is the largest
service organization i
the world dedicated to
causes that build
international
understanding and peace
,improve n lives, and
create a better world to
support harmony and
peace. There are over
1.4 million Rotary

Eioilc

Odisha Branch presided
over the meeting. Mr

Sultan Ahmed ILO
workers specialist and
Smt. Sudipta Bhadra
workersspecialist joined
the programme on behal f
of ILO. Shri S. Gopalan,
IAS, Principal Secretary
labour gave the
valedictory addresson 5
th in closing ceremony
State L abour
Commissioner  Shri
Tirumala Nayak, IAS
also address the
delegates and informed
the exact position of state
and inform that the state
Government is taking
appropriate action for

INWEE LoR
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Health and Safety of
MSME and unorganised
workers.

The meeting resolved
unanimously demanding
the ratification of ILO
Convention 15% and
18% and to make the
strategy to make Health
and Safety as amatter of
right in India and also
propose to amend the
Indian Constitution to
include Health and
Safety and Social
Security as fundamental
rights.

Dr. R. C. Khuntia while
presiding over the
meeting demanded that
the Government of India

is i Trodin Haje

shouldinitiateatripartite
meeting to implement
ILO resolution on Hedlth
and Safety to formulate
a policy and strategy to
make Health and Safety
asfundamental right in
Indiaand to ratify ILO
convention 15% and
18%. Also the
Government of India
should immediately
sign the non binding
convention of UNO on
migrant workers and
also formulate policy
for implementation
for the protection of
international and inter
state migrant workers.

PublrclmageSemrnar

members spread over
200 countries in the
world.Rotary
International Director
T.N.Subramanlan,
Hon'ble Member of
Parliament Rajya Sabha,
Amar Patnaik, District
Governor  Jayshree
Mohanty and agalaxy of
dignitaries both from
Rotary and Government
agencies will be
addressing the seminar.
Public Image Is the
reputation, beliefs or
opinions that are
generaly held about In

organization or
individual. The Drstrrct
Public Image Seminar is

being hosted fort.
Rotary  Club  of
littedi eeeswar

There are different
service organizationsin
the world but Rotary
stands out from them as
a different entity for its
transparency asdprobitv.
This is obviously
because of the image
and reputation Rotary
has built well over MD
years.

Thereis no denying the

fact that a strong public
image promotes trust
and encourages people

to be involved in
activities that are
worthwhile and
purposeful.

The seminar will focus
on topics pertaining to
health, water, climate
and literacy programs.

More  than 200
Rotarians from Odisha
and different parts of
India will be
participating in the day
long deliberations and
panel discussions.

S a r o
Panigrahi,Lachhipur [1C
Sobhakar Sethi Major
coordinated  while
Habildar Manoj Panda
managed the stage.
Anganwadi Workers
Ashaand Mission Shakti
and all the officers of
Ulunda, Binika,
Lachhipur and Tarva
police stations were
present in this program.
It has been informed that
a marathon program on
cyber security awareness
will be organized by
district police tomorrow
in Subarnapur town with
schools, colleges,
voluntary organizations

Chief District Agriculture Officer of Balangir
visited MrIIet fields of Khaprakhol block

Khaprakhol, (KCN):
Balangir District Chief
Agricultural Officer
Subas Chandra Behera
visited Khaprakhol block
of Balangir district and
visited various
agricultural fields. He
saw the agriculturegoing
on under various
schemes and discussed
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withthefarmers. Onthis
occasion, Mandia,
Guruji, KuDo, Sargam
visited the small grain
fields of Millet Mission.
On this occasion,
Patnagarh Agriculture
District Officer Babuli
Charan Sethi, Scheme
Officer Sunanda Sahu,
Block  Agriculture

Officer Santhosh Kumar
Meher, Assistant
Agriculture Officer,
Dinbandhu Behera, Vasan
Didrict Coordinetor Yadhwvart
Naik, Samedha Agarwa,
Kabis Agagti, Shitikanta
Samantha Rai, Sandeep
Kumar Barik, Prassn Kumar
Mehena, Umesh Guptawere
prominently presant.
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ADMISSION OPEN FOR

PLAY GROUP (24)tOpwars
A great Place to grow @ MPS

Call now for Application:

25% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

MAHARISHIPUBLICSCHOOL
N-3B/14-15,IRC Village,

Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar

PH. 2558884 / 2550786 / 8984600700 (M)

E-mail : maharishipublic13@yahoo.com

FOLLOW 1S
ON TWITTER
i conahardiplaycheel
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Actor Abhishek
Banerjee, who essayed
the role of Janna,
Rajkummar Rao's friend
in the horror-comedy
film'Stree’, iscelebrating
the 5th anniversary of the
film's release on
Thursday. On the
occasion, he said that the
journey taken by his
character has been
beyond his wildest
imagination.

While his character
started its journey with
'Stree, it also became a
part of another horror-
comedy '‘Bhediya’
starring Varun Dhawan
and Kriti Sanon. Both
these films belong to the

horror-comedy universe
along with 'Roohi'. In
'‘Bhediya’ too, he played
the role of the lead
character's BFF.
Talking about his
character completing 5
years sinceitsinception,
Abhishek said: "Five
years have passed since
Janna came to life. The
journey thischaracter has
taken has been beyond
my wildest imagination.
Starting with 'Stree’ and
expanding this
character’s universe,
Janna's evolution has
been remarkable.”

He added: "While |
began my film journey
with darker roles,

5Yearsof Sree; Abhishek BanerjeeAkaJanna SaysThis
Character'sJourney |sBeyond His'"Wildest Imagination'

portraying Janaa gave
me the opportunity to
embrace the humorous
facetsof my craft. | have
enjoyed every minute of
playing Janna. | have
related to this character
and have connected well
with it. | am elated with
the love that audience
has showered on me for
playing Janna and
equally excited that
Janna is going to come
back soonwith'Stree2.”
Meanwhile, the actor
was recently seen in the
crime-thriller series
'‘Aakhri Sach' along with
actress Tamannaah

| Bhatia.

Shah Rukh Khan'sBlockbuster "Jawan' Trailer Director ZoyaAkntar PensAdorable
Gets4.5Mn+ ViewsWithin 2 Hours Of Release

Shah Rukh Khan and
Nayanthara's 'Jawan'
trailer, also featuring
Vijay Sethupathi, got
more than 4.5 million
views on YouTube in
just two hours of its
release on Thursday. In
Hindi, it got 3.1
million, 8.75 lakh in
Tamil and another
576,000 in Telugu on
the streaming portal.
‘Jawan' has been touted
asapan-Indianrelease,
for, apart from Shah
Rukh Khan, it has
mainly South Indian
cinema's  biggest
names, notably
Nayanthara, Vijay
Sethupathi, Yogi Babu
and Priyamani.

The director, Atleg, is
also a southern
hitmaker working
mainly with the Tamily
superstar, Thalapthi
Vijay, who is reported

to be making a cameo
appearanceinthefilm.
In addition, *Jawan’
will also feature Sanya
Malhotra, with a
specia appearance by
Deepika Padukone.

Vijay Sethupathi and
Atlee also posted the
trailer, which made

‘Jawan’ all the more
exciting for the
southern audiences, as
Bollywood films are
not usually abig thing
down South, with
audiences sticking to
regional fare.

Ahead of the trailer
launch, Nayanthara

made her social media
debut on Instagram,
coming out of her
largely privatelife.
The number of all the
views so far is only
rising. "Jawan’ will hit
theatres on September
7 in Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu.

Anirban Bhattacharya and Ishaa Saha
reunite for amelancholic love story

After their adorable
chemistry in‘ Detective',
Anirban Bhattacharya
and | shaa Saha are back,
this time for a poignant
relationship story. The
film titled ‘Mithye
Premer Gaan’, has been
directed by Paroma
Neotia and also stars
Arjun Chakrabarty and
Soumya Mukherjee in
key roles. The teaser of
this melancholic love
story is already out and
without revealing much
it only introduces
Anirban’s character in
the film. The scheduled
theatrical release is on
February 10 ahead of

film will mark Paroma's
directoria debut.

It seems he will be seen
asastar singer who finds
solace in his loneliness.
They say a broken heart
can be your greatest
motivation and the story
of ‘Mithye Premer Gaan’
likely tofollow the same
path. When one light
disappears, a new
brighter light takes its
place. Thecatchisthat it
doesn’'t appear right in
front of you, it hasto be
found. That'swhat forms
the crux of the story.
However, no further
details about the film
have been revealed yet.

character of a gifted
singer is surely an
exciting news for his
fans. The film will also
show an artist's journey
from classical music to
contemporary and fusion
music.

Meanwhile, Anirban
recently celebrated the
75-day box office run of
hisfirst film asadirector,
‘Ballavpurer Rupkotha,
with the cast and crew of
the film. The celebrating
started with a cake-
cutting ceremony as the
entireteam burst into joy
and laughter. The horror
comedy which released
durl ng Kdi Pujalastyear

earning critical acclaim
from fans and critics
alike for successfully
merging comedy, horror
and romance.

Read Also
Anirbanisoverwhelmed
to see the response
‘Ballavpurer Rupkotha
has received and says it
feelswhen an artist sees
his/her hard work is
paying off. “I'm
honestly ecstatic that
people have showered
so much love on the
film. | have alwaysbeen
extremely fond of horror
comediesand satiresand
wearelucky to see some
great horror comedies
from ace filmmakers
over the years. This
particular genre has
attracted many Bengali
filmmakers earlier as
there have been films
that experimented with
horror and comedy in
the same story. But the
number is quite less. It
feels good to see
'‘Ballavpurer Rupkotha's
light-hearted
storytelling approach
has been appreciated by
al,” shared the director
who now wants to take
a break as a director to
focus on his acting

Note For ‘'TheArchies Crew

Ahead of the much-awaited release of 'TheArchies,
the gang took to the streets of Mumbai to make the
announcement of the release date. Marking the
occasion, director ZoyaAkhtar shared a snap of the
whole cast and penned a sweet note as their furst
hoarding hit the billboards. In the caption, shewrote,
"Your first hoarding isup kiddos. May there be many
more. May you never stop working hard and forever
remain wide eyed, | wish you the world."

The actors announced the release date along with
Akhtar with a live billboard on Mumbai's Western

Express Highway. The billboard features a
countdown timer that tracks the number of days|eft
for thefilm'slaunch. Thetimer was set at 100 days.
"The Archies marksthe third outing of ZoyaAkhtar
and Reema K agti's production house, Tiger Baby of
the year 2023, after the massive success of 'Dahaad’
and the sequel of 'Made in Heaven', which were
released recently. TheArchies director ZoyaAkhtar's
live-action musical movie based on the popular
American comics of the same name, is al set to hit
the screensof an OTT platform on December 7. 'The
Archies marks the debut of Suhana Khan, Khushi
Kapoor, Agastya Nanda. The series also has Aditi
Saigal, Vedang Raina and Mihir Ahuja.

Rishab Shetty Wishes
Kantara'sLedaAka Sapthami
Gowda On Her Birthday

Actor-director Rishab Shetty took over theworld
of cinema single-handedly after the multifold
success of Kantara last year and showcased to
us how a small-budget film, with strong
storytelling and stellar performance, can achieve
unbelievable success. Today, hisco-star fromthe
film Kantara, Sapthami Gowdaturnsayear older
and the superstar took to social media to wish
her.

Hewrote: “Happy birthday to our Leela, Wishing
you another year filled with remarkable success
& happiness.”

Kantarabecameaglobal box office phenomenon
with fans hailing the storytelling and powerful
act. Rishab demonstrated the power of good
content that can transcend everyone and is
aways adored by the audience by bringing a
narrative from the heartlands of India.
Meanwhile, Shetty islooking forward to taking
the audience back to the roots with the prequel
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Thefirst Friday of every
October i.e. 6th October
this year is World Smile
Day. The idea of World
Smile Day is proposed
by Harvey Ball, an
American commercial
artist from Worcester,
Massachusetts. The
iconic smiley face was
created by him in 1963.
Since then, it has
captured everyone's
attentionto celebratejoy.
The first Smile Day in
1999 was celebrated with
enthusiasm and pomp
without any hindrance,
because a smile is an
expression which
contains solutions to
many problems and
troubles. In 2001, after
Harvey passed away, the
Harvey Ball World Smile
Foundation was
established asatributeto
the 'smiley' creator.

According to Harvey
Ball, the Massachusetts
artist who founded this
day, we should all
dedicate one day every
year to smiling and being
kind to the whole world.
Because the smiling face
does not know any
political, geographical or

religious things. Instead
of smiling just today,
make it a habit to smile
every day. This will not
only ease your problems
but your loved ones will
also be happy to seeyou.
Smiling is essential for
good health, mental
peace and overall
development. Today’s
life is full of stress,
unrest, worries and
problems, there is a
strong need for a smile.
Because laughing and
smilingisvery helpful in
everyone's physical,
mental, emotional and
intellectual
development.

Smiling is the key to
success in our life, it is
also the solutionto many
problems. Smile is a
balm that heals the
wounds of a sad heart.
Thereis exercise for our
face and rest for our
mind. Research saysthat
as we grow older, we
smile less. We have
become old because we
have stopped smiling.
Mother Teresa said,
peace begins with a
smile. Your happiness
starts from your lips.
This year on World
Smile Day, don't forget to
curl your lips alittle. It
will be contagious and
create a positive
environment around you.
One mantra of health is
to smile openly. We
should smile and keep
smiling no matter what
happensis the mantra of
a successful and

meaningful life. But
sometimesthewholeday
passes without a smile.
There are clouds of
sadness and restlessness,
the sunshine of smiles
cannot bloom.

Smiling and laughing is
such a positive emotion
which makesnot only the
internal but also the
external appearance of a
person prosperous and
effective. Smile is a
powerful emotion which
hasthe ability to energize
a person and make the
world peaceful. It affects
the electro-magnetic
field of the person and
transmits positive energy
to the person. When a
person smilesin agroup,
his smile spreads
positive energy in the
entire environment.

In today's stressful
environment, people are
forgetting their smileand
laughter, resulting in
inviting stress-related
diseases like high blood
pressure, diabetes,
migraine, hysteria,
madness, depression etc.
Smiling increasesenergy
and oxygen circulation.
Smiling openly
strengthens the
components of the body.
It also increases the
speed of blood
circulation in the body.
Apart from this the
digestive system
functions more
efficiently. That is why
doctors also say that
smiling is useful for
patients suffering from

-Lalit Garg-

every disease. Because
by saying loudly and
smiling, every part of the
body gets movement.
Dueto this, the hormone

producing system
(endorphin gland)
present in the body starts
functioning smoothly,
which is helpful in
getting rid of many
diseases.

The peoplewho make us
smile through their
words, actions and
thoughts remain etched
in our memories. We
may like or dislike
someone for many
reasons. But in the long
run, the people who
deserve our love are
thosewho make uslaugh
and bring a smile to our
faces. Perhaps that is
why Victor Borg says,

‘Laughter is the shortest
bridge to cross the
distance between two
people." Laughing and
smiling

is such a

; .
precious gift, which
nature has bestowed only
on humans. Humor and
smile are a universal
language. It has the
ability to integrate
humanity irrespective
of caste, religion,
colour, gender. This is
an initiative to connect
man to man. Smiles and
laughter are capable of
creating anew world by
connecting different
communities. Thisidea
may seem imaginary,
but people have a deep
belief that only laughter
and smiles can unitethe
world.

Both happiness and
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Smile: A Precious Gift of Health, Prosperity and StressRelief

sorrow are two sides of
a coin. If a person
remains cheerful in
both situations, his
mind always remains
under control and he
can stay away from
worries. Smiling
brightens the soul. With
this you not only get
pleasure but also make
others happy. Humour
and smile is the enemy
of pain, a sure cure for
despair and anxiety and
a panacea for sorrows.
Laughing and smiling
brings enthusiasmto the
body and mind and
smiling from the heart
is no less than a
medicine. Smile works
as a great tonic.
Prominent scholars and
thinkerslike Thackeray
and Shakespeare have
also confirmed that a
happy person lives
longer. Thereis a scale
to measure the
satisfaction of human
soul, physical health
and stability of intellect
and that is the
happiness on the face.
Professor Sophie Scott
of the University of
London says, 'Through
laughter, our
subconscious mind
signals that we are
relaxed and feeling
safe.

Hotel was a disciple of
Lord Buddha in Japan.
Hewas abeggar of very
humble nature. He
believedinlivinglifein
a very detached and
neutral manner.

Whatever work he was
doing, he would
become completely
immersedinit. Thereis
a belief in Japan that
once Hotei became so
enthralled while
meditating that he
started laughing and
smiling loudly while
meditating. Only after
this amazing incident,
people started
addressing him by the
name of Laughing
Buddha. Traveling,
exploring the country,
giving smiles and
happiness to people
became the aim of the
Laughing Buddha.
Laughing Buddha is
also known as Putai in
China. Chinesepeoplesee
him from the perspective
of a beggar who, with a
bag of money and grains
inone hand, showshisbig
belly and dim body with
a cheerful face and gives
positive energy to
everyone while smiling.
He is also considered a
messenger of prosperity
and happiness and a
symbol of removal of
Vaastu defects in homes.
In countries like Japan,
peopleteachtheir children
to laugh and smile right
fromthebeginning, sothat
their future generation is
capable and bright.

Most of the countries of
the world are afraid of
terrorism; thereisachaos
of panic and unrest inside
every person. In such
times, only a smile can
spread positive energy
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acrosstheworld. Harvard
University professor
Teresa Amabile has said
that our brain is most
creative when we laugh.
We should promote
laughter and smiling not
only in the family
environment but also in
the office. The office
environment should be
one of harmony and
laughter, so that
enthusiasm for work can
be spread among theteam.
Smiling can prove
effective for a beautiful
face. Smilingincreasesthe
body's immunity, which
increases a person's salf-
confidence. Medical
experiments have found
that smiling for 10
minutes results in two
hours of deep deep.
Peoplewho smilebecome
many friends and in this
way the feeling of
brotherhood and unity
arises in them, we never
realize when. Every
human being is troubled
by fear, insecurity and
terrorism, and then the
great need of 'Smile Day'
is felt. Never before has
thismuch unrest been seen
inthisworld. Inthisbusy,
turbulent and stressful life,
people should take out at
least oneday for themand
smilewith full heart.
Writer, Journalst,
Columnist
E-253, Saraswati
Kunj Apartment
25| P Extensions,
Patpar ganj, Delhi-92
Mo. 9811051133

India, a democratic

country, has
consistently fought for
social justice and
equality. Nevertheless,
historically speaking,
women have been
underrepresented in
politics. Women have
had little political
participation
notwithstanding
constitutional
protections. By
promoting reserved
seats for women in the
Indian Parliament and
state legislative
assemblies, the
Women's Reservation
Act (also known as
“Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam”) seeks to
address this problem.
An important element
of Indian law known as
the Women's
Reservation Act seeks
to address the ongoing
gender inequality in
political
representation. With
the passage of this
legislation, a certain
number of seatsin both
the state legislative
assembliesand the Lok
Sabha (House of the
People) will be set
aside for women.
India's Women's
Reservation Bill has a

NARI

rich and fascinating
history that reflectsthe
nation's  shifting
political  climate,
social dynamics, and
dedication to gender
equality. Its
progression can be
divided into several
phases, each
characterized by
important
advancements,
discussions, and
initiatives to achieve
equal representation
for women in the
political sphere.

The Women's
Reservation Bill's
main goal is to
advance gender
equality in politics by
giving women abigger
voice in decision-
making. The main
elementsof thebill are
for 33% of the Lok
Sabha (House of the
People), the lower
house of the Indian
Parliament, and the
state legislative
assemblies to be
reserved for women.
This rotational
reservation would
guaranteethat seatsare
allocated for womenin
acertain constituency.
In addition, the law
proposes to give
women from these
groupsone-third of the
seats allotted to
Scheduled Castes (SC)
and Scheduled Tribes
(ST).

The Women's
Reservation Bill hasits
origins in the pre-

independence era,
whenvisionary leaders
and social reformers
first underlined the
value of women's
participation in
politics. Leaders like
Mahatma Gandhi,
Sarojini Naidu, and Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar
promoted increased
participation of
women in the fight for
independence and
nation-building efforts
following
independence. The
values of equality and
non-discrimination
were codified in the
Constitution of India,
which was established
after India earned
independencein 1947.
The Constitution's
Articles 14, 15, and 16
stressed the rights of
women and the
necessity of their fair
representation in all
walksof life, including
politics.

In the years following
independence,
numerous committees

and commissions
emphasi zed the
importance of

allocating seats in
legislative bodies to
women. One of the
first groupsto advocate
for reservations for
women was the
Shantilal Shah
Committee in 1958,
followed by the
National Committee
on the Status of
Women in 1974.

In 1996, the Deve

SHAK TI

Aishwarya Pathak

Gowda government
submitted a bill to
grant 33% of the seats
in the Lok Sabha and
state legislative
assemblies to women.
This was the first
formal proposal for
W o men's
representation in
legislative bodies. The
bill was, however,
defeated because of
vehement opposition
from some political
groups. The United
Front government
under Inder Kumar
Gujral attempted to
reintroduce the
measure in 1997,
however it was
unsuccessful. TheAtal
Bihari Vajpayee
administration then
established a Joint
Parliamentary
Committee in 1998 to
review the bill and
m a k e
recommendations for
action. The
committee, however,
was unable to agree,
and the bill expired as
aresult.

The Women's
Reservation Bill [The
Constitution (108th
Amendment) Bill,
2008] introduction in
the Rajya Sabha on
May 6, 2008, was the
most important step
toward the Women's
Reservation Act's
passage. The Lok
Sabha and state
legislative assemblies
wereto have one-third
of the seats reserved

for women under the
proposed bill. The
bill's passing in the
Rajya Sabha was a
historic event that

showed how
committed the
government is to

advancing women in
politics. Although the
measure was approved
by the Rajya Sabha,
there was significant
opposition and
interruptions during
its introduction in the
Lok Sabha, which
prevented a vote on
the issue.

In the years that
followed, there were
repeated attempts to
present and consider
the bill in both
chambers of
Parliament. However,
there was still alot of
opposition to the law,
and members opposed
to the reservation
disrupted many
Sessions.

During a special
session earlier this
month, Parliament
passed the Bill with
near-unanimous
support in the Lok
Sabha and unanimous
support in the Rajya
Sabha and finally,
after gaining approval
from President
Droupadi Murmu, the
central government
published a gazette
notification on Friday,
September 29 for the
Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam (Women's
Reservation Bill).

This occurred
following Vice-
President Jagdeep
Dhankhar's Thursday,
September 28,
signature on the
Constitutional
Amendment Bill.
After it becomes law,
this Act, officially
called as the
Constitution (106th
Amendment) Act of
2023, will grant
women a 33 percent
reservation in the Lok

Sabha and state
legislatures.

The Delimitation
Commission is
responsible  with

selecting which seats
will moving forward
be reserved for
women, according to
Union Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal.
The National Capital
Territory (NCT) of
Delhi and the seats set
aside for members of
the SC and ST castes
in the Lok Sabha and
state legislatures are
also included in the
scope  of this
reservation benefit.

The amendments to
Article 239-AA, part
of an ongoing effort to
enhance
representation and
inclusivity in the
Legislative Assembly
of Delhi, havetaken a
significant step
towards promoting
gender and caste
diversity in the
political landscape.
The amendments

VANDAN

stipulate that aportion
of seats within the
Assembly will be
reserved for women,
aiming to strengthen
their presence in
decision-making
processes.
Specifically, 1/3rd of
the seats allocated for
Scheduled Castes will
now be reserved for

women, further
bolstering their
participation in

legislative affairs.
Additionaly, asimilar
1/3rd reservation has
been extended to seats
filled through direct
elections,
encompassing not
only womenin general
but also those from the
Scheduled Castes.
Parallel changes have
been introduced at the
national level aswell.
Article 330-A now
mandates a 1/3rd
reservation of seatsin
the Lok Sabha for
women, particularly
focusing on women
belonging to
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. The
provision extendsto 1/
3rd of seats filled by
direct elections,
further amplifying
femal e representation.
Similar amendments
have been made for

state legislative
assemblies under
Article 332-A,
affirming the
commitment to
enhancing gender
inclusivity and

empoweringwomenin
the political sphere. To
ensure  equitable
opportunities, a
rotational system for
seats will be
implemented
following the
delimitation exercise.
These provisions,
while marking a
significant  stride
towards achieving a
more representative
democracy, are set to
expire after a 15-year
period from the
commencement of the
Act.
India's  Women's
Reservation Act is an
important step toward
achieving gender
equality and
strengthening women
in politics. It serves as
aray of hope, working
to remove obstacles
that have traditionally
prevented women
from participating in
politics. The
importance of this bill
in furthering
democracy and social
fairness cannot be
emphasized, even
though the path ahead
may be difficult.
Women must play a
bigandinfluential role
in determining the
future of the country,
therefore balancing
concerns and
improving its
provisions will be
essential.
Advocate-on-
Record Supreme
Court of India
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Celebrating the 130th birth anmversary of Dr. I\/Ieghnad Sahain Kolkata

Saikat Kumar Basu

Kolkata:Dr. Meghnad
Saha (6 October 1893 —
16 February 1956) was
an Indian astrophysicist
who helped devise the
theory of Thermal
lonization. The famous
Sahaionization equation
allowed astronomers to
accurately relate the
spectra classesof starsto
their actual temperatures.
Thisequation formul ated
by Dr. Sahaisconsidered
one of the ten most
outstanding discoveries
in astronomy and
astrophysics  since
Galileo’sinvention of the
telescope in 1608. He
was even elected to the
Parliament of India in
1952. This monumental
scientist who contributed
significantly towards
research and academics
in India also made
tremendous contribution
towards nation building
inindependent India. The

130th birth anniversary
of Dr. Meghnad Saha
was celebrated at the
Central Auditorium of
the Sri Shikshayatan
Collegein Kolkata.

Theprogramwasjointly
organized by the Science
Association of Bengal
(SAB)and the Central
Research Committee
(CRC), Sri Shikshayatan
College, Kolkata on
October 6th  and
attended by guest and
dignitaries and students
and faculty membersin
large numbers. The
program was
inaugurated by lamp
lighting by distinguished
guests, dignitaries,
principal and CRC
members. Theinaugural
addresswasddlivered by
Dr. Aditi Dey, Principal,
Sri Shikshayatan
College in which she
extended her warm
welcome to all and
thanked everyone for

-
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their active participation.
Dr. Subhaobroto
RoyChaudhury,
Secretary of the Science
Association of Bengal
(SAB); a noted
academician and science
communicator delivered
the welcome address.
Prof. Saikat Maitra,
Professor at the
Government College
Engineering and
Ceramics Technology

"Not Shifting AAPMP Sanjay Singh To Police
Station Lockup" : ProbeAgency To Court

New Delhi(KCN): The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) informed Delhi's
Rouse Avenue District
Court on Saturday that it
has no intention of
shifting Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh to the lockup of
Tughlak Road Police
Station since the pest
control work in the ED
office's lockup is
completed.

Special judge Vikas
Dhull, after noting the
submission of ED,
disposed of the
application of Sanjay
Singh as infructuous.
"In light of submissions
made by Ld. Special
Counsel for ED, the
application filed by
applicant/accused has
become infructuous and
stands disposed of
accordingly,” the court
ordered.

An application was
moved on behalf of
Sanjay Singh saying that
the Enforcement
Directorateofficiastried
to shift from the premises
of ED to Police Station
Tughlak Road on
purported groundswhere
he could be tortured.
Sanjay Singh through his
legal counsels Dr.
Farrukh  Khan and
Prakash Priyadarshi
raised the issue of his
safety and security.

The petition stated that
when Mr Singh asked for
thereason for shifting, he
was told that the
purported reason for
shifting was the use of
pesticides in the lockup
of ED headquarters.

Mr Singh further claimed
that it's  beyond
comprehension that a
premier agency has only
one lockup. He said that
even if pesticide was
used in the lockup then
he should have been
shifted to another lockup
in the ED HQ. When he
resisted the attempt, he
was made to sleep
outside the lockup and
subjected to inhuman
treatment, the petition
stated.

A short noticewasissued
to ED on the application.
During arguments on the
application, ED's Special

Counsel submitted that
the agency has no
intention of shifting the
applicant/accused to the
lockup at PS Tuglak
Road since work of
pesticide control at the
lockup in the ED office
stands completed.

It was also submitted
that pest control
measures were taken in
lockup at the ED's office,
which was planned on
03.10.2023 i.e. prior to
sending of the present
applicant/accused in ED
custody on 05.10.2023.
It was further submitted
that since the applicant/
accused had refused to
be shifted to the other
place due to pesticide
treatment in the lockup
room, therefore his
consent was taken in
writing for keeping him
in an interrogation room
at the ED office.

On Thursday, the court
had sent Sanjay Singh to
remand till October 10,
2023, in connection with
the Delhi excise policy
case.

The ED on Wednesday
evening arrested Sanjay
Singh after a day-long
questioning by the ED
officials at his Delhi
residence.

Allegedly, Sanjay
Singh's party colleague
and former Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia is also involved
inthe sameliquor policy
scam. He is currently
lodged in jail in
connection with the
same. The former Delhi
Deputy chief minister
and excise minister was
first arrested by the CBI
on February 26 for his
alleged rolein the scam.
The federal agency on
Wednesday morning
raided the residence of
Sanjay Singh in
connection with the
Delhi excisepolicy case.
The development
followed closely on the
heels of the ED'sraid on
the premises belonging
to two of Sanjay Singh's
close aides in the same
context.

The case connects with
claimsthat Mr Singh and
hispartnersplayed apart
in the Delhi
government'sdecision to

give licenses to alcohol
shops and merchants in
2020, causing losses to
the state exchequer and
violating anti-corruption
laws.

ED has previously
searched a number of
locations including the
homes and offices of
Sanjay Singh's close
associate Ajit Tyagi and
other contractors and
businessmen who
allegedly benefited from
the policy. In its nearly
270-page supplementary
chargesheet, the ED has
caled Mr Sisodia a key
conspirator in the case.
The Delhi liquor scam or
the excise policy case
pertains to allegations
that theArvind Kejriwal-
led Delhi government's
excisepolicy for 2021-22
allowed cartelisation and
favoured certain dealers
who had allegedly paid
bribesfor it, achargethat
hasbeen strongly refuted
by the AAP.

ED has so far filed five
chargesheetsin the case,
including against Mr
Sisodia

ED, last year filed itsfirst
chargesheet in the case.
Theagency said it has so
far undertaken over 200
search operations in this
case after filing FIR after
taking cognisance of a
CBI case which was

registered on the
recommendation of the
Del hi lieutenant
governor.

The CBI inquiry was
recommended on the
findings of the Delhi
chief secretary's report
filed in July showing
primafacie violations of
the GNCTD Act 1991,
Transaction of Business
Rules (ToBR)-1993,
Delhi Excise Act-2009,
and Delhi Excise Rules-
2010, officials had said.
The ED and the CBI had
alleged that irregularities
were committed while
modifying the Excise
Policy, undue favours
were extended to licence
holders, the licence fee
was waived or reduced
and the L-1 licence was
extended without the
competent authority's
approval.

and the former Vice
Chancellor of Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad
University of
Technology
(MAKAUT) graced the
occasion as the Chief
Guest. In his speech,
Prof. Maitra touched on
various aspectsof thelife
and work of an
outstanding scientist like
Dr. Meghnad Saha. He
encouraged the

Go

participating students to
be inspired by his
achievements and
activities and to follow
his footsteps.

The Guest of Honour,
Mr. Sitendu Mondal,
Chief Scientist at the

Central Glass and
Ceramic Research
Institute (CSIR)
delivered the Dr.
Meghnad Saha

memorial lecture. Mr.

Mondal
upon the various
aspects of the
monumental academic
life and outstanding
research achievements
of Dr. Meghnad Saha.
He also highlighted
upon the various
dynamic research work
in glass and ceramics
that are being currently
conducted at his
institute. Mr Sitendu

highlighted

t.
Mondal was later
felicitated and
bestowed with the Dr.
Meghnad Saha Award
by the organizersfor his
significant
contributions in the
field of glass and
ceramic research at
both national and
international level. The
program was very well
anchored and managed
by Prof Illora Sen and

BagsAt Delhi Alrport 7Arrested

New Delhi(KCN):

Seven people were
arrested for allegedly
stealing valuables from
passengers bags at the
IGI Airport in Delhi and
recovered severa items,

including luxury
watches, police said on
Saturday.

The accused have been
identified as Manoj
Kumar, Hari Darshan,
Balwinder, Praveen
Kumar, Sanjeev Kumar,
Subodh and Satish
Kumar Verma, they said.
Gold jewellery, currency
of five countries, two
AppleAirPods, apair of
Ray-Ban sunglasses and
two luxury watches -- a

Rado and a De
Grisogono -- were
recovered from the
accused.

The case stems from a
complaint registered at
IGI Airport policestation
by Punjab native
Paramjeet Kaur.

Paramjeet Kaur said she
arrived in Delhi from
Melbourne on
September 16 and wasto
take a connecting flight
to Amritsar, a senior

police officer said.

Before boarding her
flight to Amritsar, when
her baggage wasfound to
be overweight, she
opened her bags and
adjusted the articles.
However, when she
reached home, shefound
thegold itemsin her bags
missing, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(IGI Airport) Devesh
Kumar Mahla said.

During investigation, the
police scanned footage
from CCTV camerasand
interrogated the loaders
working that shift.

A video sent by Hari
Darshan was found in

Manoj Kumar's mobile
phoneinwhich hecan be
heard saying "this
jewellery isfake, nobody
will get anything for
this", Devesh Mahla
said.Following this
development, Manoj
Kumar and Hari Darshan
admitted to stealing the
gold jewellery and
selling it to a jeweller.
They also admitted to
stealing several items
from the bags of other
passengers. They
claimed that staff of
different airlines helped
them steal the articles.
L ater, the police arrested
five more people in this

connection, the officer
said.The police have
foundthat theairlinesare
not following the
periodic guidelines
issued by the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security
and |ettersfrom the Del hi
Police, he said.

Investigations revealed
that some higher officials
of the airline concerned
connived with the
accused and their roles
are also under the
scanner. Officials of the
airline are also being
interrogated, the police
said.The accused
managed the airline's
security officer to give

distinguished
faculty member
colleagues of the CRC,
Sri Shikshayatan
College. She delivered
the Vote of Thanks and
appreciated the support
extended by the
principal, al thefaculty
members, staffs and
student members of the
college in making this
program agrand success

d, Luxury Watches Stolen From Passengers

them awide berth while
they loaded and
unloaded baggage from
aircraft, the police said.

They roped in the duty
officer, whosejob wasto
assign duties to the
loaders, to deploy the
accused only in the
holding area, they said.

Investigation is
underway to get aclearer
picture about their
complete involvement.
Asaresult, no one from
the airline has been
arrested yet, the police
said.Manoj Kumar, the
kingpin of the gang,
specidisad in identifying
bags that might contain
vauables Hari Darshanand
Bawinder wereloadersand
they usad to dispose of the
jewdlery. Praveen Kumar,
another loader, diverted the
atention of officids during
searchrandHrisk, the police
sad.

Sanjeev.  Kumar and
Subodh, both loaders,
handed the baggage over
slowly for loading and
unloading. Satish Kumar
Vama s the jewdler who
purchased the stolen
jewdlery from the accused,

they said.

Air Quality ConcernsAsPunjab Stubble-
Burning ReturnsAhead Of Winter

New Dehi(KCN): The
fieldsof Punjab areagain
black with burnt stubble
ahead of winter. The air
is smoky, likely toxic.
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government in
Delhi had blamed
Punjab's farm fires for
air pollution in the
National Capital
Region (NCR) in 2021.
A year later, the AAP
came to power in
Punjab, and had
promised it would
control stubble burning.
Now, two years later,
stubble-burning in the
border state is back
again.

Sources said the AAP
has not done any
effective work to ensure
the deadly farm firesdo
not return.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann,
calling himself the "son

of a farmer", had met
farmer leaders to
persuade them not to
burn crop stubble. He
had claimed many
panchayats in Punjab
even passed resol utions
against burning of crop
residue.

His Delhi counterpart
and AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal last year said,
"I expect that from next
year, stubble burning
incidents will come
down. We will take
steps to ensure this.

Both our governments
are responsible for
stubble-burning in
Punjab."

This year, Mr Kejriwal
said case of stubble-
burning have fallen
significantly.

But Punjab farmers are
back to burning crop
residue at the onset of
the harvesting season.
Many farmers have
complained that access
to crushing machines
like bailers and seeders
are still unfulfilled

goals.

Mr Mann'scall for crop
diversification, too, has
not been helpful as
alternative crops are
still expensive for
farmers to afford. The
farmers say they are not
behind air pollution, but
are also the victims of
this menace.

Though farm fire cases
have reduced in the past
two years, over 30,000
acres were still set on
fire last year. The
number of farm fire
cases reported in the
past two years till now
was: 2021 (320), 2022
(630) and 2023 (845).
The number of stubble-
burning cases reported
between September and
October this year is as
high as 845, up from
less than 600 last year.
Delhi's air quality has
fallen from "poor" to

"very poor" category,
and the particulate
matter PM2.5 levelsare
60 times more than the
World Health
Organisation's safe
limit.

The graded action
response plan (GARP)
level 1 has kicked in
and the impact in Delhi
isclearly visible.

The first stage of the
emergency pollution
plan hasled to ablanket
ban on coal and
firewood and restriction
ontruck trafficin Delhi.
The Air Quality Index

(AQI) in Delhi was
recorded at 231 at 9 am.
An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered
‘good’, 51 and 100
'satisfactory’, 101 and
200 'moderate’, 201 and
300 'poor’, 301 and 400
'very poor', and 401 and
500 'severe'.
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BHUBANESWAR
(KCN) : Work on
various components of
tourism development
in Koraput under the
Swadesh Darshan 2.0
scheme will begin
withinthe next threeto
six months.

The Ministry of
Tourism, which is
implementing the
scheme, isin the fina
stage of signing an
agreement with Odisha
Tourism and the
project development
and  management
consultant, informed
the regional director
(East) at the Ministry
of Tourism Sagnik
Chowdhury.

The district, replete
with tourism products
including Deomali,

Swadesh Dar snan 2.0 boost to K oraput tourism

Kolab, Machkund, and
Jolaput, is the only
destinationin Odishato
have been selected
under the Central
scheme this year. The
proposal to include the
district in the scheme
was sent by Odisha
Tourism.

Chowdhury said
under the project,
work will be carried
out to highlight both
tangible and
intangible heritage of
Koraput, apart from
its tourism prospects.
“Under the physical
components, tourism
amenities like tourist
interpretation centres,
accommodation units,
public amenities,
gazebos, solar
lighting, among other

things, will come up
at all tourist places,”
he said.

Koraput despite
being popular for its
beautiful hills,
waterfalls and other
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sites, does not have
sufficient
infrastructure for
visitors. Sources said
during tourist season,
the district gets
around three lakh

Support For Senior Citizens

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
With an aim to support
senior citizen
associationsto earn their
livelihood, the State
Government hasdecided
to distribute one time
assistance of Rs 50,000
at each district under
Abadana scheme.
According to official
sources, the self help
groups (SHGs)
registered with District
Social Security Offices
along with Vridha
Sanghas and senior
citizen associations
would also be provided
with one time aid of Rs
50,000 for initial activity
support and start-up
capital.

Senior citizens in
difficult situations often
fail to raise their voice
and earn their livelihood
at individual capacities
and are forced to live in
acute problems. Such

situations at times
become fatal for them.
Senior citizens can
address their problems
and day to day needs
through organized efforts
and sharing of
responsibilities among
them.

So, the support is
provided to senior citizen
associations and Self
Help Groups of senior
citizensat different levels

for mobilization of the
senior citizens,
articulatetheir interests,
promote and undertake
programmes and
activities for their well
being, the source said.

It has been decided to
make registered senior
citizen Self-Help
Groups / Associations
functional and self-
sufficient at each district
level across the State.

Therefore, the
Department of Social
Security and
Empowerment of

Persons with Disability
(SSEPD) has asked all
districts to submit a
detailed report of every
registered senior citizen
Self-Help Groups /
Associations and their
expertisein variousnon-
laborious /
unchallenging skills.

The State Government
had launched the

Abadanaschemein 2017
to improve the quality of
life of the older persons
by providing basic
amenities like shelter,
food, medical care and
entertainment
opportunities.

Under the scheme, the
State undertakes outreach
activities for welfare of
senior citizens and
creates facilities for
providing
comprehensive
rehabilitation servicesto
the vulnerable elderly.
Through this scheme,
the Government also
encourages voluntary
action and participation
of all stakeholders to
ensure effective
implementation of the
M aintenance and
Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens Act,
2007 and both national
and state policies for
senior citizens.

Tata Steel Empowers Tulas

Joda(KCN): In the
mining-rich Jodaregion,
the Tata Steel

Foundation (TSF) has
been actively fostering
transformation and
inclusive growth. The
story of Tulasi Lohar, an
18-year-old from Guali
village in Joda block,
exemplifies this
commitment.

Tulasi, oneof six siblings
in a mining family,
aspired to higher
education and the
prospect of a stable
career. The family faced
financial challenges, and
skill education
opportunities  were
scarce in their village,
Guali. Undeterred,
Tulasi convinced her

father to enrol her in +2
Arts at Joda Women's
College.

An important moment
arrived when Tata Steel
Foundation (TSF) and
NIT launched a nearby
skill devel opment centre.
Tulasi, recommended by
the NIIT team, eagerly
enrolled in English
foundationand Basic I T
courses. Despite adaily
long trek to attend
classes, Tulasi
displayed unwavering
dedication, mastering
computer skills, MS
Office, internet usage,

data  entry, bill
payments, online
ordering, and job

interview preparation.
She also gained

confidence in English
communication.
Tulasi’s commitment
extended to inspiring
others through the
Change Maker Life
skill sessions,
promoting the
importance of IT skills
in surrounding
communities.An
opportunity arose when
a job vacancy for
Gramma Panchayat
Community Member
(GPCM) emerged at the
Aspire Company, an
NGO partner of TSF.
Despite ongoing
studies, Tulasi applied
with guidance from the
centre team and secured
the position through her
interview success.

Tulasi, accompanied by
her grateful father,
visited the centre to
express their
appreciation to the Tata
Steel Foundation and
the NIIT Skill
Development Centre.
Tulasi’s words reflect
her gratitude: “I am
thankful to the Tata
Steel Foundation
(TSF), the NIIT Skill
Development Centre, and
the team. They made my
life better and gave me
the power to do more.”
Tata Steel Foundation
remains steadfast in its
mission to empower
individuals like Tulasi,
contributing to the growth
and prosperity of Joda's
communities.

A

domestic visitors and
around 1,500 foreign
tourists. Similarly,
under the software
component of the
scheme, tourism
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e &
stakeholders will be
imparted training on

marketing and
communication.
SHGs and

communities will

also be trained on
ways to manage
tourism products and
generate revenue.

Chowdhury said the
comprehensive
development plan of
Koraput is centred
around Deomali Hill
- the  highest
mountain peak of
Odisha. The Centre
had launched the
Swadesh Darshan
scheme in 2014-15.
While Swadesh
Darshan 1.0 focused
on the development
of  circuit-based
tourism across the
country, version 2 of
the scheme focuses
on the development
of destinations.

Under Swadesh
Darshan 1.0, Odisha
was given Rs 67.28
crore for the
development of a
coastal circuit
comprising
Gopal pur-Tampara-
Barkul-Satapada in
2016-17. Asper reports,
the state has so far
utilised Rs63.25 croreso
far andtheprojectis94.7
per cent completed.
Meanwhile, sourcessad
OdishaTourismofficids
are also congdering the
inclusion of another
digtrict in the Swadesh
Darshan 2.0 scheme.
The ministry had asked
every state to name two
districts under the
scheme.

Maharishi Public School, Baripada
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Emcurelaunches EmWocal campaign to raise awareness on Anaemia.  Overwhelming responser eoetved to;
ndia Limited'sRs. 441 crores Rights | ssue

Pune: To raise
awareness on important
women’s health issues
around Anaemia,
Breastfeeding and
Menstruation, pharma
maj or Emcure
Pharmaceuticals has
launched the EmWocal
initiative. It is an
awareness campaign that
has been launched in
association with the
Federation of Obstetrics
and Gynaecologists of
India (FOGSI).
Harnessing technologies
like Augmented Reality
(AR) and personal digital
assistant, the initiative
aims to reach 1 crore
women across India.
EmWocal campaign will
be live in nine Indian

languages (Hindi,
English, Odia, Marathi,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam and Bengali).

At the core of the
EmWocal campaign will
be smart  kiosks
displaying QR codes,
and thoughtfully
installed at the waiting
areas of hospitals and
clinics. This is to make
surethat thelong waiting
time to see the doctors
can be well utilised by
visiting patients in
educating themselves.
Women scanning the QR
codewill beguided onto
Augmented Redlity (AR)
videos, Frequently
Asked Questions and
chat with a personal
digital assistant among

others. Patients will also
be asked to partakeinthe
digital interaction related
to their basic health and
lifestyles. The nudges
provided by the personal
health assistant during
the AR journey will help
patients discuss their
problems with doctors
and in turn help doctors
having better informed
patients.

As per India's fifth
National Family Health
Survey (2019-2021), the
prevalence of anaemiain
femalesaged 15-19 years
is a whopping 59.1 per
cent whereasthat among
pregnant women aged up
to 49 years of age was
52.2%. Through digitally
accessible information

JioFiber expands footprintto major citiesand towns
across Odisna, now available at Bargarh and Semiliguda

Bhubaneswar:
Continuing its rapid
eXpansion acrossvarious
key cities and towns in
Odisha, JioFiber, the
most popular high-speed
broadband serviceinthe
country, has now
commenced its services
in key areas of major
cities and towns across
the state. Further
consolidating its
leadership in the high-

speed broadband
segment in the state,
JioFiber broadband

service has now become
available in the towns of
Bargarh and Semiliguda.
With this, JioFiber
service is now available
in key localities of 29
cities and towns across

Odisha including
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack,
Puri, Jatni, Angul,

Sambal pur, Rourkela,
Jharsuguda, Belpahar,
Brajaraj Nagar,
Sundargarh, Bolangir,
Keonjhar,
Bhawanipatna, Koraput,
Rayagada, Kendrapada,
Jagatsinghpur, Jajapur
Road, Bhadrak, Talcher,
Khordha, Berhampur,
Balasore, Jeypore,

Rajganagpur,
Dhenkanal, Semiliguda,
Bargarh and fast
expanding its servicesto
other major cities and
towns in the state.

InBargarh, JioFiber high
speed broadband service
is now available at
Sibananda Nagar,
KhaojoorTikra,
BhatliChhak, Milan
Vihar, George High
School areaand isin the
process of fast expanding
itsservicesto other parts
of thetown. Similarly, in
Semiliguda town of
Koraput district, JioFiber
isnow available at Sastri
Nagar, Indra Nagar,
Aravinda Nagar, Satya
Nagar, Saraswati Nagar,
K odigaon, Santoshi Maa
Nagar, Gopabandhu
Nagar, Kailash Nagar,
Santi Nagar, Talasahi and
nearby areas and
expected to roll out fast
in other areas of the city
over the next few weeks.
JioFiber has also fast
expanded its service
across the exiting cities
and towns where
JioFiber has already
been available, covering
new areas and city

outskirts.
Fastexpanding
footprints of JioFiber
has hel ped thousands of
students and teachersin
pursuing education and
benefiting from
dependable and
seamless high-speed
broadband internet.
Hundreds of
professionals especially
from IT and other
service sectors could
also continue working
from home smoothly
from their native places
in the state. Several
small enterprises and
educational institutions
in these cities have
seamlessly switched to
the digital mode in tune
to the demand of their
respective businesses
and professions.

It is worth mentioning
here that JioFiber now
offers zero entry cost for
new post-paid plan
users, wherein users get
Internet Box (Gateway
Router), Set Top Box
and Installation valued
at Rs 10,000 at zero cost
when they opt for a
JioFiber  Post-paid
connection.

'DigiSaathi’- 24x7 Helplinefor informationon Digital
Paymentsnow enabled on additional channels

Mumbai : DigiSaathi-
a 24x7 helplinefor
Information on digital
payment products and
servicesissetup by NPCI
on behalf of aconsortium
of payment system
operators and
participants (banks &
non-banks).Digi Saathi
will be accessible on
WhatsApp for the
customers to access all
the information they
need pertaining to digital
payment products and
services. DigiSaathi will
assist the users with all
their queries on digital
paymentsviathe chatbot
facility on WhatsApp by
simply messaging on
+918928913333. The
facility will soon also be
available on other social
media channels as well.

Kansal Nerolac Paints

Mumbai:Kansai
Nerolac Paints
Limited(KNPL), one of
the leading Paint
companies in India,
today at the Board
meeting announced its
audited results for the
quarter and year ended
31 March 2022.

Launched recently by
Governor, Reserve Bank
of India(RBI),
DigiSaathiis an
automated response
system that helps
customers in addressing
their queries related to
multiple products and
services under the
payments system
umbrella including
Cards (Debit/Credit/
Prepaid), UPI, NEFT,
RTGS, IMPS, AePS,
NETC, BBPS, USSD,
PPl Wallets, ATM, QR
(UPI/Bharat), NACH,
TReDs, CTS, MTSS,
Mobile and Net
banking.The Consortium
of Payment System
Operators and
Participants including
ecosystem Partners,
Banks, Card Networks,

For the quarter, the
company earned Net
revenue from operations
of Rs.1412.8 Crores, a
growth of 4.2% over the
corresponding quarter of
the previousyear. For the
year, the company
earned Net Revenue
from operations of Rs.

PPIs, Fintechs, Payments
Council of India (PCl),
and Indian Banks’
Association (IBA) came
together for
implementing this to
empower peopleto adopt
digital payments with
even more conviction.
DigiSaathi isavailable
in both English and
Hindi for customers
wherein they can access
information about any of
the digital payment
products and services. It
even guidesthem on how
to avail or use any
particular product or
service. DigiSaathi also
helps customers with
their transaction-related
queries, by guiding them
and sharing the contact
details of concerned
banks/Institutions.

5948.9 Crores a growth
of24.7% over the
corresponding period of
the previous year.
EBIDTAwasat Rs. 82.9
Crores, a de-growth of
59.9% over Q4 of 2020-
21. PAT was at Rs. 24.5
Crore, a de-growth of
80.9% over Q4 of 2020-

and informative videos,
EmWocal campaign will
raise awareness about
anaemia and prompt
women to take
appropriate actions to
deal with this. Whilethe
benefits of breastfeeding
for the child are widely
discussed, the EmWocad
campaign will drive
understanding on the
significance and benefits
for the mother’s
health.EmWocal’s third
awareness area is
menstrual health.
Menstruation is still
considered a taboo in
India with multiple
misconceptions which
need to be changed.
Pratin Vete, President
- IndiaBusiness, Emcure

Pharmaceuticals said,
“Issues related to
women's health are till
widely associated with
irrational taboos. This
leads to lack of
awareness, and in turn
affectsthe health of most
women. It gives us a
great satisfaction to
launch EmWocal, along
needed initiative to help
women deal with their
health issues through
easily available and
medically  verified
information. The best
thing about thisinitiative
is that it is personalized
to the women accessing
the information and
guides them to discuss
important issues with
their doctors.”

Vi ties-up with SonyL 1V to offer exclusive
plans bundled with premium content

In line with its continuous endeavour to offer
unmatched entertainment to itsusers, Vi, the leading
telecom brand, today announced its partnership with
SonyL 1V to offer premium content services which
will bring theworld of binge-worthy content and add-
on data benefits together for Vi users. Creating a
unique bundle option for the customers, Vi in
association with SonyLIV has launched a new
Prepaid pack offering subscription of SonyLIV
Premium along with extra data benefitsto the users.

From sports properties like UEFA Champions
League, WWE, Bundesliga, UFC to originals like
Scam 1992 — The Harshad Mehta Story, Maharani,
Tabbar, Rocket Boys, Gullak Season 3; regional
content like Salute, K aanekkaane, Shantit Kranti and
James and international shows The Good Doctor,
Fantasy Island and Magpie Murders, SonyL IV hasa
bouquet of attractive content offerings appealing to
audiences across age and interests. The new
proposition will enable all Vi prepaid usersto enjoy
SonyLI1V Premium without having to worry about

data quota.

For Prepaid Users, Vi has introduced a new add-
on recharge of Rs. 82 offering free mobile only
subscription of SonyL1V Premium for 28 daysalong
with an added data benefit of 4GB with 14days

validity.

In addition to this, Vi offersarich content library
for its customers under Vi Movies & TV (VMTV)
ontheViapp. VMTYV app has450+ live TV channels,
live newschannelsand premium content from

other OTT apps.

L&T and VMwarejoin handsto accelerate

digital infrastructureadoption acrossverticals

Mumbai,: Smart World & Communication (SWC)
business of L&T, a leading Indian multinational
engaged in EPC Projects, Hi-Tech Manufacturing
and Services and VMware Inc, a leading global
provider of multi-cloud services have announced a
strategic partnership to accelerate the adoption of
digital infrastructure solutions across industries,
through incubation of a VMware Centre of

Excellence (COE).

The offerings would include an Al and automation-
led 'Intelligent, secure SD-WAN on-demand’
solution, to help clientsimprove the experience and
efficiencies across their enterprise networks.
Thispartnership will help clients attain digital
versatility through multi-cloud solutions, leveraging
VMwaresuite of products. The partnership will focus
oninnovation in the areas of cloud engineering and
disaster recovery, improving the resilience of
businesses and enterprises.

L& T SWCwill asoleverageVMware'scutting-edge
Telco Cloud products to create unique value
propositions for clients through robust, secure
Industry 4.0 solutions across verticals over 5G/IOT/

Edge.

“With the advent of 5G, we believe, the market is set
to see large scale adoption of Industry 4.0 solutions
across manufacturing, healthcare, education and
other industries. L& T SWC and VMwarejoinhands
to build a robust suite of digital infrastructure
solutions, to help businesses become highly agile,
versatile and resilient,” says Mr. J. D Patil, Whole-
time Director and Senior Executive Vice President
for L& T's Defence Business & Smart Technologies

21. For the year period
EBITDA was at Rs.
647.3 Crores, a de-
growth of23.3% over
previous year. PAT for
the year was Rs 374.3
Crores, a de-growth
0f29.5% over previous
year. The Board has
recommended a final

dividend of 100 % (1.00
? per share). In addition,
the Company had
declared interim
dividend of 125% (?1.25
per share) paid on
November 22, 2021.
Accordingly, the total
dividendis225% (?2.25
per share) for the

Ahmedabad : Asian
Granito India Limited
(AGL) today announced
that its Rights Issue of
Rs. 441 crores, largest
ever by any Ceramic
Company in India,
achieved successful
closure, receiving
overwhelming response
from the shareholders
and investors despite
challenging times. The
public portion of the
Rights Issue was
subscribed more than
1.38timesreceiving bids
for 6.87 crore shares or
Rs. 432 crores of bids
received. On an overall
basis, the Company
received bids for over
8.89 crore shares or Rs.
561 crores of bidsin the
Rights Issue on the
closing date (May 10)
against 6.99 crore shares
or Rs. 441 croresoffered,
representing more than
127% subscription.

The allotment of
equity shares will take
place on or about 19th
May, 2022. The Rights
shares are expected to be
listed on the BSE and
NSE on or around 24th
May, 2022.

Equity shares in the
Rightslssuewereoffered
at a price of Rs. 63 per
share. The Rights
Entitlement Ratio for the
Rights Issue was 37:30
(37 Rights Equity Shares
of Rs. 10 each for every
30 equity shares of Rs.
10 each held by the
equity shareholders on
the record date). The
Rights Issue of the
Company was open for
subscription from April
25, 2022 till May 10,
2022. The proceeds of
the Rights Issue would
be utilised to fund the
Strategic Mega
Expansion Plans in
Value Added Luxury

toAgan Granito

Surfaces & Bathware
Segments including
GVT Tiles,
Sanitaryware and SPC
Flooring etc. and to
fund various strategic
initiatives.

The Company had
launched a highly
innovative campaign to
create awareness about
the Rights Issue, using
broad-based and
multiple means of
communication. These
included television,
print, digital and social
media, emails and
SMSs to reach out to
the shareholders. The
Rights Entitlement
(RE) was actively
traded in demat form on
the stock exchanges
since SEBI introduced
thisplatform and it was
a resounding success
reflecting broad-based
interest in the Rights
I'ssue.

Policybazaar findingsindicateahigher propensity to purchase
insurancein tier-2& 3citiesafter the Covid outbreak

Bhubaneswar

Policybazaar, one of
India’s largest online
insurance marketplaces,
conducted an online
survey to understand the
changing consumer
sentiment  towards
insurance purchase,
household finances and
investments over thelast
two years of the
pandemic. Policybazaar
surveyed 5000
consumers to closely
understand the
behavioral shift in
insurance buying trends.
Interestingly, the
findings revealed a
growing level of
propensity to buy
insurance, especially in
tier-2 and 3 cities of
India. At 89%, the
highest number of
respondents willing to
renew their health cover
belong to tier-2 cities, as
compared to 77% from
tier-1. Similar trends

were observed in term
insurance, where 59% of
respondents who want to
increase their coverage
belong to tier-3 cities, as
compared to 26% from
tier-1 cities. The survey
results clearly point
towards the sense of
urgency spurred by the
pandemic with respect to
insurance awareness
across the country.

The pandemic has
definitely given the
cognitive push when it
comes to health
insurance purchase. Out
of the respondents who
had contracted Covid,
25%* were hospitalized.
We found out that 18%
of them ended up
spending over Rs 15
|akhs, and 22% were not
adequately covered by
their existing policy.
Also, it isdisquieting to
see that 13% of those
who got Covid did not
have health insurance in

place. These figures
clearly demonstrate that
one should opt for at
least Rs 15-20 lakhs
coveragefor each family

member. However,
health insurance
purchase trends

definitely drive positive
optimism. As many as
62% of the total
respondents had an
active policy and didn’t
just depend on their
corporate cover. The
figures also vouched for
the fact that Covid had
actedasacatalystinhedlth
insurance purchase. While
50% of these policies
were bought after Covid
first wave, 41% were
purchased after the Delta
wave. Also, 80% of these
policies were family
floater plans, thereby
revealing a higher
inclination  towards
ensuring  sufficient
coverage for the entire
family.

Symphony limited ropes-in ace cricketers Harbhajan Singh
and Shikhar Dhawan for a uniqueAl-led campaign

Bhubaneswar: India's
most loved air cooler
brand Symphony limited
has roped in the
country’s sought-after
cricketers Harbhajan
Singh and Shikhar
Dhawan for auniqueAl-
led nationwideinitiative.
The brand has partnered
with Rephrase Al to
Create hyper-
personalized video films
for over 2,300 retailers
across India. Thisis the
first timeinthe consumer
durables industry that a
brand has leveraged
artificial intelligenceand
initiated geo-targeting
for each retailer. The
heartwarming videos
will witness India’'s
popular cricketers
appreciating dealers for
their constant support
and effortsfor providing

financial year ended
March 31, 2022, as
compared to total
dividend of 525% (?5.25
per share) including
Special Dividend of
200% declared last year.
Commenting on the
results, Mr. Anuj Jain,
Managing Director,

great customer service.

Known for being one
of thelargest homegrown
brands, Symphony has
always supported small
and local businesses and
has been a strong
advocate of Vocal for
Local. Along with the
personalized videos,
Symphony has also
given letter of
recognition, a
certificate and a couple
of goodies as atoken of
appreciation. The brand
has taken this thought a
notch higher by paying
atribute to the work of
their trade partners. It
strikes an emotional
chord by going out of
the way in reaching out
to the people that
matter.

Commenting on the
initiative, Mr. Anuj

T td announces results for Q42022 &

Kansai Nerolac Paints
Ltd said, “The quarter
witnessed impact in
terms of demand for
decorative on account of
the steep price increase
towardsend of Q3FY 21-
2 2 . | n
Automotive,Passenger
Vehiclesdemandwasgood

Arora, Global Chief
Marketing Officer,
Symphony Limited
says, “Weareecstatic to
have partnered with
reputed cricketers,
Harbhajan Singh, and
Shikhar Dhawan. They
came on board to create
Al driven customized
videos  for our
dealership partnerswho
are an integral part of
our company. The
objective is to create
brand love and deepen
the bonding with our
trade partners. We are
consistently
brainstorming and
innovating to come up
with intriguing
campaigns. With this
initiative, we hope to
strengthen our
relationships and reach
new heights together.”

FY

though impacted because
of supply sSde condraints.
Onraw materid cods, the
quarter continued to
witness inflationary
pressures along with
volatility in crude and
exchange rates on account
of the tough geo-political
situation globally.
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Dravid bats for ODI cricket,
hopesto see format thrive

NewDelhi:Vast
swathes of empty
saffron seats marked
the opening game of
the ominously
numbered 13th men's
ODI World Cup in
Ahmedabad on
Thursday, setting off
among other topics, a
fresh round of debate
about the impending
slow death of the 50-
over format. While
proclamations about
the format being on
ventilator support may
be premature at this
juncture, there was an
acknowledgement
from India head coach
Rahul Dravid that the
sport wouldn't go back
to playing as many
games in this 'middle
format as they once
did.

Dravid, who played as
many as 344 ODlIsina
15-year career, hopes
the format will
continue to be played
and valued considering
how it still packsin a
lot of nuanceinits 100-
oversof runtime.

The statistics lay bare
the trend. Since the
2019 World Cup, the
full members played a
total of 250 ODIs
before the England -
New Zealand opener
on Thursday. The
corresponding number
in the previous World
Cup cycle (2015 -
2019) was429. Infact,
with a total of 367
T20Is in the recent
four-year stretch, for
the first time there
were more T20Is
played than ODls, a
significant metric of
the changing times.
India's numbers too
conform to this trend.
They played the most
number of ODlIs
heading to the marquee
event at home -- 66 --
but even that isstill 20

ol
short of the number
they played between
the World Cups in
Australiaand England.
Thereisacaveat tothe
66 games India have
played in that there
have been occasions
when they've sent out
a second squad
concurrently or played
a second-string side
amid commitments in
the other two formats
which have had two
world events each in
the interim.

"l mean we haven't
played alot of 50-overs
cricket over the last
couple of years, that's
one of thethingsthat I
have kind of noticed
over the couple of
years that | have been
the coach of the team.
Because there were
two T20 World Cups
that happened and
there is always the
World Test
Championship at the
back of every team that
you are doing, it's a
cycle that goes on,"
Dravid observed, two
daysout from the start
of India's World Cup
campaign.

"Sometimes, this
format over the last
coupleof years, maybe
it'sbecause of Covid, |
can't exactly say, but

it's just felt like we
haven't played alot of
ODI cricket and even
when we played it,
except over thelast few
months, we are
probably prioritising
other thingsand having
to protect our players
and manage our
players maybe in this
format.

"Going forward, | think
it's still an important
format, it's a fantastic
format to play.
Obviously how much
of it is played will be
decided by avariety of
factors... Obviously
with more and more
T20 cricket being

added on to the
calendar, it will make
it difficult to

potentially have the
same number of one-
day games that you
probably are used to
seeing between the
2015 and 2019
calendar. | don't think
wewill ever go back to
those days but |
sincerely hope that we
still keep valuing and
playing thisformat..."
Dravid cited the
example of
Mohammed Siraj's
seven-over spell inthe
recent Asia Cup Finad
as well as the Devon

Conway - Rachin
Ravindra partnership
in Ahmedabad to
illustrate the fine
distinction of the
format. "I mean that
was really top-class
bowling of six [7]
overs. In a T20 game
you never seethat, you
would have bowled
one or two overs or
maybethreeoversona
good day.

"But here you got to
see afull gamut of his
skills and his abilities
which | think one-day
cricket allows you to
do that, allows you to
see great spells, it till
allowsyou to see good
innings like that we
saw from both those
left-handers [Conway
and Ravindra], it
allowsto you seealot
of good spin, rotation
of strike and a lot of
creativity. As a coach
and as someone who
loves the game of
cricket, | want to see
this format thrive and
do well."

Games at this year's
World Cup in India
could add to Dravid's
‘full gamut of skill'
assertion with different
venues across the
length and breadth of
the country potentially

offering varied
challenges. Dravid said
it was difficult to put
down anumber and that
adapting to different
conditionswill bemore
crucia than reading the
pitches right
themselves.

"That's going to be the
beauty of this World
Cup. So many venues
that these matches are
going to be played in.
So many different
wickets on those
venues, to be honest
some of the squares,
you havered soil, black
soil, you have amix of
red and black. Each one
iIsgoing to be unique. |
don't think you can go
and say that this is
going to be asafetotal,
that's not going to be a
safetotal. You'vegot to
just have to adapt and
react based on those
conditions.

"Ground sizes will be
different. we'll
probably play on a
relatively bigger
ground herein Chennal
compared to say when
we go to Bangalore or
when we go to Delhi.
Each venue will be
different, well just have
to assess and see what
it'slike.

"I don't think that this
World Cup is going to
be decided by whether
you read the pitch
correctly, it's going to
be decided on the way
you play on those
pitches, on the variety
of conditions that you
aregoing to get. | think
adaptability isgoing to
be a huge challenge in
this World Cup and
how teams adapt to
various venues,
conditions and pitches
and various bowling
that they will have to
face. And | think [that]
will probably decide
how successful teams
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India celebrate their gold-medal win

ndian Cricket Team WinsGold [n Agian

Games 2023 Despite Final Againg
Afghanistan Being Called Off Due ToRain

NewDelhi: In a
dramatic turn of
events, the Indian
men's cricket team
clinched the gold
medal at the Asian
Games 2023, despite
the much-anticipated
final against
Afghanistan being
called off due to
persistent rain in
Hangzhou. While
cricket enthusiasts
wereleft disappointed
by the rain
interruption, India's
superior ranking inthe
tournament secured
them the top spot on
the podium.

The much-awaited
final was set to be a
thrilling encounter
between India and
Afghanistan at the
Pingfeng Campus
Cricket Field in
Hangzhou. The toss
favoured India, who
opted to bowl, hoping
to exploit the overcast
conditions. However,
as the match
progressed, rain
clouds gathered,
casting a shadow of

uncertainty over the
proceedings.
Afghanistan, batting
first, managed to post
atotal of 112 runs for
thelossof 5wicketsin
18.2 overs.
Shahidullah Kamal
played acrucia knock
of 49 not out from 43
balls, steering
Afghanistan's innings
with three fours and
two sixes. However,
therain disrupted their
momentum, leaving
them with an
unfinished innings.
The Indian bowlers,
led by Arshdeep Singh
and Shivam Dube,
showcased their skill
in the challenging
conditions. Arshdeep
Singh claimed one
wicket for 17 runs,
while Shivam Dube
contributed with a
wicket for just four
runs. Despite their
efforts, therain forced
an early end to the
game.

As the rain continued
to pour, the umpires
had no choice but to
declare the match as

"no result” due to the
unplayable conditions.
This decision
disappointed fansfrom
both sides who were
eager to witness a
thrilling contest
between two cricketing
powerhouses.

While the rain may
have washed away the
chancefor anail-biting
finish, it couldn't
dampen India’s spirits.
The Indian cricket
team was declared the
winner and awarded
the gold medal due to
their higher ranking in
the tournament. This
victory added another
accoladeto Indiasrich
cricketing history.
The Indian cricket
team’'s gold medal win
at the Asian Games
2023 will go down in
history as a triumph
despite the
disappointment of a
rain-affected final.
India's superior
performance
throughout the
tournament deservedly
earned them the top
spot on the podium.

Hathurusinghe lamentsthe absence of key players

NewDdhi:Bangladesh
head coach Chandika
Hathurusingha
admitted that they are
missing the experience
of two seasoned
campaigners- Tamim
Igbal and Liton Kumar
Das- at the top in the
ongoing Asia Cup and
stated that replacing
themisabigchallenge
for any team.

Bangladesh's
veteran left-handed
opener Tamim missed
the tournament due to
back issues while
Liton was replaced by
Anamul Haque as he
failed to recover from
hisfever in time.

The experience of
the duo- Tamim (241
ODls) and Liton (72
ODIls) was something
the tourists missed
badly in their opening
gameaganst Sri Lanka
as the co-hosts
humbled them by five
wickets, courtesy a
batting debacle for the

Tigers.

Bangladesh opted
to open with young
Mohammad Naim and
uncapped Tanzid
Tamim but they failed
to fill the vacuum
created at the top,
making 16 and O
respectively with the
latter hardly looking
comfortableduring his
brief stay at thewicket.
However,

Hathurusingha chose |

not to grumble at the
current scenario and
backed his young side
toridethechallengesat
hand.

"Losing that much
of experienceat thetop
of the order, it's a big
challenge for any
team," Hathurusingha
told reporters ahead of
their do-or-die game
against Afghanistan.

"We can't do
anything when both of
them one is sick and
theother isinjured. We
can't do anything about

it. But we back player
we have over here.
Certainly, they are
talented, that'swhy they
are picked," he said
adding that if thewicket
and condition are
different they might go
for different options
that suggest changes
might come at the top
of the order if team
management feels it
that way.

"Wehaven't seenthe

wicket yet. If thewicket
condition is different,
then we will think
about different
combination,” he said.

Hathurusingha
added that they arewell
aware that they will be
challenged by the
Afghan bowlerswhom
he considered one of
the best in the business
but added that his
chargesare well aware
what to expect from

their opponent as they
are familiar with them
due to playing each
other quiteregularly.

"Afghanistan have
one of the best bowling
attacksinworld cricket
especially in limited
over cricket. They have
two really world class
spinners and decent
seamers," said
Hathurusingha

"S0 it's definitely a
challenge, but we have

played them recently
and our players had
some success. It all
depends on how you
perform on the day. We
arevery much aware of
thechallenge," hesaid.

"Wearewell aware
of their threat and we
played them recently
in ODI and T20I as
well," he said adding
that he is confident to
make a comeback in
their do-or-die game.

"This game
(against Afghanistan)
is very important
because of what
happened in the last
game against Sri
Lanka. We know that
it isamust-win game.
We certainly didn't
play to our potential in
the last game and we
didn't represent
ourselves well
enough. But we are
confident we will
bring our 'A game'
against Afghanistan,”
he concluded.

Meanwhile,
Afghanistan skipper
Hasmatullah Shahidi
urged the middle-
order battersto come
good in the Asia Cup
as feels they are not
delivering
consistently and felt
that it is hampering
their progress as a
batting unit.

"We have a very
good batting lineup.
In some of the recent
series, our middle-
order was not up to
the mark like the way
our team
management, coach,
mewanted. We talked
about that in theteam
meetings and worked
on that as well," said
Shahidi.

"I don't think so(
that bowling is our
major strength). Our
bowling is our
strength but our
batting has also
improved. As | have
mentioned before,

some of the
youngsters that come
to the team like
Ibrahim, Gurbaz and
Rahmat. So our
batting isalso strong,”
he said.

"But what
happened in the last
two series, we
collapsed in two
games and we have
talked about it in the
team meetings. We
will try not to do it
again," hesaid adding
that familiar
condition will help
their causein Lahore.

"l believe that our
middle order will do
well and also in
Lahore it is more
similar like
Afghanistan pitches
likewe play domestic
cricket in the same
kind of pitches. So
that will help us. This
is also an extra
advantage with our
team," he concluded.
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