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Odisha Train Crash: Mamata Banerjee Meets Injured Passengers In Cuttack
Cuttack: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday
visited injured
passengers of the ill-
fated Coromandel
Express who are
currently admitted in
different hospitals in
Cuttack.
She visited the eye and
surgery department of
SCB Medical College
and Hospital and
interacted with the
patients and assured
them of all possible help.
"We are trying to help the
injured passengers in all
possible ways and had
already dispatched teams
of doctors, nurses and
officers to take care of
the injured passengers on
the night of the accident
on June 2," she told

reporters here.
Ms Banerjee said there
are 57 injured passengers
from West Bengal in
SCB Medical College.
"Some have lost their
limbs, some of them have
lost their eyes. It's such a
tragedy that cannot be
described through
words," she told
reporters.
The Bengal Chief
Minister said 103 bodies
of passengers from West
Bengal who died have so
far been identified while
30 were still missing.
"I have already
announced an ex gratia
of ? 5 lakh for the next
of kin of the deceased
and ? 1 lakh for the
critically injured. Around
900 people who were
travelling in the train and

are going through mental
and physical stress will
be given ? 10,000," she
said

Ms Banerjee said that
she wants the truth
behind the crash to come
out. "I want to be with

the people. Many lives
have been lost and it is
very important that the
truth comes out," she

added.
Ms Banerjee was
accompanied by Women
and Child Development

minister Shashi Panja
and Finance Minister
C h a n d r i m a
Bhattacharjee.
Both the ministers
visited injured
passengers admitted in
AIIMS Bhubaneswar.
Meanwhile, West
Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose visited
Basanti in South 24-
Parganas to meet
families of the
passengers who died in
the triple train accident
on June 2.
"It is an extremely sad
situation. It is a case of
human misery. This is
the time when one
should stand for all and
all for one," he told
reporters.
He said both the State
and Central

governments have
a n n o u n c e d
compensations for the
victims of the tragedy.
The Coromandel
Express crashed into a
stationary goods train,
derailing most of its
coaches at 7 pm on June
2. In all some 287 people
died in the accident and
more than 1200 were
injured.
A few coaches of
Coromandel toppled
over the last few
coaches of the
B e n g a l u r u - H o w r a h
Express which was
passing by at the same
time.Investigators are
looking into possible
human error, signal
failure and other
possible causes behind
the three-train crash.

Train Tragedy Toll 288
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
After compiling detailed
death figures of different
hospitals and districts,
the final death toll in the
Bahanaga train tragedy
stood at 288, Chief
Secretary Pradeep
Kumar Jena said here on
Tuesday.
Speaking to reporters,
Shri Jena said, “We have
asked the Balasore
Collector to compile the
details of bodies
recovered from the
tracks, who died in the
hospitals and the storage
houses. After compiling
all, the Collector today
informed us that the final
death toll is 288.”
Death reports have been
collected from the
districts of Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jajpur Cuttack,
Khurda (Bhubaneswar).
Besides, combing was
undertaken on 200 feet of
both sides of the tracks
along the accident site.
After that, the final death
toll was revised to 288,
CS Shri Jena said.

Mayurbhanj, 2 from
Khurda, 3 from Cuttack
and one person from
Keonjhar were killed in
the accident. The
government has provided
Rs 5 lakh ex-gratia from
CMRF to the family
members of each
deceased person.
Meanwhile, the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) registered a case
on Tuesday in
connection with the
train mishap, after
receiving consent from
the Odisha government.
The case has been
registered on the request
of the Ministry of
Railways, consent of the
Odisha Government,
and further orders from
the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT), after the train
accident involving
Coromandel Express,
Yesvantpur-Howrah
Express and a goods
train at Bahanaga Bazar
on June 2, 2023, the CBI
informed.

Out of 288 bodies, 193
bodies have been
brought to Bhubaneswar
through 96 ambulances
while 94 bodies have
been handed over to the
next of kin after proper
identification in Balasore
itself, he said.
Similarly, Shri Jena said,
another person who was
succumbed to his injuries
in Bhadrak hospital has
also been handed to his
family members at the

hospital.
Of the 193 bodies
brought to Bhubaneswar,
110 have been identified
and handed over to the
next of kin so far, he
informed.
The Chief Secretary said,
a total of 205 bodies
were identified and
handed over till now
while the remaining 83
bodies are under the
process of identification.
As the bodies are in very

bad shape, people are
facing difficulty in
identifying the bodies.
So, body embalming and
DNA sampling is being
carried out in AIIMS
Bhubaneswar so that the
family members can get
bodies of their loved
ones, he added.
The state government is
providing all kinds of
support including free
transportation to the
victims and their
relatives and the
expenditure is met from
the Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund (CMRF),
Shri Jena said.
Out of the total deaths,
39 persons have been
found to be from Odisha.
The Chief Minister has
sanctioned Rs 1.95 crore
ex-gratia to the next of
kin of the deceased
persons; Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO)
said.
The CMO said 8 people
from Bhadrak district, 2
from Jajpur, 14 from
Balasore, 9 from

Suriname Honors Prez Murmu
New Delhi: President of
India, Droupadi Murmu
was conferred with the
highest civilian honour
of Suriname ‘Grand
Order of the Chain of the
Yellow Star’ by the
President of Suriname.
In her acceptance
remarks, the President of

India thanked President
of Suriname
C h a n d r i k a p e r s a d
Santokhi and
Government of
Suriname for bestowing
upon her this honour.
She said that this
recognition holds
immense significance,
not only for her but also
for the more than 1.4
billion people of India.
She dedicated the honour
to the successive
generations of the
I n d i a n - S u r i n a m e s e
community, who have
played a stellar role in
enriching the fraternal
ties between the two
countries.
President of India along
with Suriname President
Shri Santokhi of
Suriname, witnessed the
cultural festival on the
occasion of the
commemoration of 150
years of the arrival of
Indians in Suriname
yesterday evening (June
5, 2023) in Paramaribo.
Addressing the gathering
at the Independence
Square in Paramaribo,
the President of India
said that today we are
celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the arrival
of Indians in Suriname
which is an important
milestone in the history

of Suriname. On this day,
in the year 1873, the first
group of Indians reached
the shores of Suriname,
on board the ship Lalla
Rookh which was the
beginning of a new
chapter in the history of
this country.
The President said that as

a multicultural society
and as a land of
opportunities, Suriname
has welcomed all the
varied communities that
came and settled there.
During these years,
diverse communities
evolved into one family
and one country. She
appreciated people of
Suriname for their
dedication and
commitment to unity and
inclusiveness.
The President was happy
to note that despite the
vast geographical
distances, the different
time zones and cultural
diversity, the Indian
diaspora has always
remained attached to their
roots. She said that over
the last 150 years, the
Indian community has not
only become an integral
part of society in
Suriname, but it also
constitutes an important
pillar of the deepening
partnership between India
and Suriname.
The President said that at
a time when Suriname is
celebrating the legacy of
its ancestors and its links
with India, India stands
with Suriname in
solidarity and reverence.
She announced the
Government of India’s
decision of extending the

eligibility criteria for OCI
Card up from the fourth
generation to the sixth
generation of those
original Indian
immigrants who had
arrived in Suriname from
Indian territories. She
said that the OCI card can
be seen as an important

link in their 150 year old
relationship with India.
She urged members of the
Indian diaspora to
continue to make efforts
to maintain their
connections with India.
The President said that
both Suriname and India
have made efforts to
rebuild their economies
and social systems after a
long period of colonial
rule. This experience has
created a feeling of
solidarity between the two
countries. She said that
India-Suriname bilateral
relations are based on
shared aspirations for
development.
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi has congratulated
Rashtrapati Ji on being
conferred the highest
civilian award of Suriname
– Grand Order of the Chain
of the Yellow Star.
In response to a tweet by
the President of India, the
Prime Minister said;
“Congratulations to
Rashtrapati Ji on being
conferred the highest
civilian award of
Suriname – Grand Order
of the Chain of the Yellow
Star. This special gesture
from the Government and
people of Suriname
symbolizes the enduring
friendship between our
countries.”

Balasore Train Tragedy FIR Provides
For A Maximum Five-Year Jail Term

New Delhi: The FIR filed in the
Balasore train tragedy by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
provides a maximum sentence of five
years.
The FIR has been lodged under
sections 337, 338,
304A, and 34 of the
IPC and sections
153, 154, and 175
of the Railway Act.
Out of all these
sections, only
Section 153 of the
Railway Act
provides a maximum sentence of five
years, while the other sections have
provisions for two years or less of
punishment.
The FIR was earlier lodged by the
Odisha police but now the probe into
the mishap has been taken over by the
CBI.“On June 2, at 6.55 p.m. due to
collision between Train No-12841
Howrah-Channel Coromandal
Express and Train No-12864
Yesbantapur-Howrah Express, the

Buggies of both trains capsized causing
death to more then hundred and injuries
to several hundreds of passengers. The
dead body and injured person shifted
to DHH Balasore, DHH Bhadrak, CHC
Soro and other Hospital rescue

o p e r a t i o n
continuing. On this
report as its reveals
a cognizable case, an
FIR under sections
337, 338, 304A and
34 of IPC and 153,
154, 175 of Railway
Act is being filed,”

read the FIR.
A CBI team is already present at the
train mishap site. It reached Odisha on
Monday night.
In one of the most horrific train mishap,
at least 275 people died while over 800
were injured when 21 coaches of the
Coromandel Express, SMVP-Howrah
Superfast Express, and a goods train
collided and derailed on Friday evening
near Bahanaga Bazar Railway station
in Balasore, Odisha.

Odisha Train Tragedy: Culpability Of Railway
Staff Not Been Ascertained In FIR, Says CBI
New Delhi: The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) said on Tuesday that it has accessed a copy
of the FIR lodged in connection with the Balasore
train accident that left 275 people dead.
The FIR states that the culpability of specific
railway employees has not been ascertained at
present, and it will be determined during the course
of the investigation.
The FIR was filed after a written complaint was
submitted by Ranjeet Nayak, OPS SDRPO,
Cuttack.
The FIR states that at 6:55 p.m. on June 2, due to a
collision between Train No-12841 Howrah-
Channel Coromandal Express and Train No-12864
Yesvantpur-Howrah Express, the carriages of both
the trains capsized, causing the death hundreds of
passengers.
“The bodies of the deceased and injured persons
were shifted to DHH Balasore, DHH Bhadrak,
CHC Soro, and other hospitals, while rescue
operations are still ongoing. Based on this report,
which reveals a cognizable case, an FIR has been
filed under Sections 337, 338, 304A, and 34 of the
IPC and Sections 153, 154, and 175 of the Railway
Act,” the FIR read.
The FIR also mentions that the specific culpability
of railway employees has not yet been determined
and it will be established during the course of the
investigation. The CBI said that it has registered a
case upon the request of the Ministry of Railways
and with the consent of the Odisha government.
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Central University of Odisha mourns
over Balasore train mishap victims

Koraput:A condolence
meeting was organized at
the Central University of
Odisha in both online
and offline mode on
Monday (i.e. 05 June
2023), for the peace of
the souls of the people
lost their life in the train
accident in Balasore,
Odisha.On this occasion,
Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor Prof.
Chakradhar Tripathi and
the University staff kept
silence for two minutes.
They paid tribute to
those lost their life in the
train accident at
Bahanaga Bazar station
in Balasore district,
Odisha. He said, “The
deadly train crash was an

unfortunate tragedy of
humanity. Many
precious lives were lost,
and many people were
injured”. On behalf of
the Central University of
Odisha, we expressed
deep sense of grief on the
sad and sudden demise
of the number of people
travelling in the train. He
also expressed heartfelt
condolences to those
who lost their lives and
their bereaved families.
He also prayed for the
speedy recovery of all
those affected ones.
Prof. Tripathi announced
that the employees
working in the CUO
would donate one day's
pay to the PM Care

Fund/any other Central
Government Relief Fund
to support the victims of
this terrible catastrophe.
The employees present
on this occasion
welcomed the Vice-
Chancellor for this noble
cause.
On this occasion, Dr.
Atanu Kumar Raha, IFS
and former PCCF &
HOFF, Govt. of West
Bengal; Dr. Sanjay
Kumar Patnaik, GM-
Environment, NALCO;
Shri Ramesh Chandra
Swain, CYSD; Prof.
Sudhendu Mandal,
Advisor-Academic and
Administration; Prof.
S.K. Palita, Dean School
of Biodiversity and

Conservation of Natural
Resources, Prof. N. C.
Panda, Dean School of
Languages, Dr. Kakoli
Banerjee, Asst. Professor
and Coordinator of the
programme, Dr.
Ramendra Parhi, DSW;
Dr. Pradosh Kumar Rath,
Asst. Professor; Sh.
Sanjeet Kumar Das,
Asst. Professor; Dr.
Phagunath Bhoi, PRO,
Mr. Shreeram Parhi,
Executive Engineer; Sh.
Manas Kumar Das, Asst.
Registrar; Sh. Pradeep
Kumar Samantray, PS to
Vice-Chancellor, and
others were present to
convey their
condolences to the
bereaved family.

DR. PRAKASH CONFERRED WITH “BIBIDHA SAMMAN”-2023
Art & Culture is the only way to build un expectation relationship   - Dr. Prakash
Bhubaneswar:- For the
remarkable contributions
to the field of display &
spreading of age old Jatra
culture educationist,
social activist, actor and
the President of leading
social and cultural
organization of the state
Niladri Vihar Youth &
Cultural Association
(NYCA) Dr. Prakash
Chandra Panigrai has been
conferred with Prestigious
“Bibidha Samman”-2023.
In a glittering function
organized for the purpose
by Gopinathjew Natya
Sansad, Kuradhilo,
Pangarsingh, Khordha Dr.
Prakash is being
felicitated with shawl,
memento, citation,
bouquet in the gracious
presence of women leader
and social activist Anita
Das, President of the
Sansad Chintamani
Lenka, Secretary Debaraj
Lenka joined as the guest

of Honours and other
dignified dignitaries. To
note Dr. Prakash from
1994 establishing a youth
association named
Niladrivihar Youth &
Cultural Association
staged more than 35 jatras
involving the local talents
in last 30 years and
uplifting the rich tradition
he has owned a special
place by encouraging the
people at different parts of
the state to stage the jatra
and reaching out to boost
their morale. In reply to
the felicitation Dr. Prakash

opined that the art &
culture is the only way to
build sweet relationships
and it is un expectation
always. Among others the
senior members of the
association Gadadhar
Prasad Rath, Prakash
Chandra Sahoo & Bata
Krushna Panda were
present on the occasion
and encouraged Dr.
Prakash. The senior
member of the sansad
and actor Birendra
Kumar Lenka
coordinated the entire
programme. During the

occasion the founder
members of the sansad
& the meritorious
students of different
examinations of the
locality were felicitated.
After that on first night
natak Asati Tulasi Sati
Chaura & in second
night Kaincha Mali
were staged amidst huge
gathering. The
intellectuals of the
locality applauds the
people oriented
response of Dr.Prakash
wish him a good health
and bright future ahead.

Remote Sensing Talk@SOA

Bhubaneswar: Subjects
such as application of
remote sensing in
predicting high-impact
extreme weather events
in India were discussed
at the two-day workshop
organised by the Institute
of Electrical and
Electronic Engineers
(IEEE) –Geosciences
and Remote Sensing
Society (GRSS), Kolkata
chapter, at SOA Deemed
to be University which
concluded on Saturday.
The workshop aimed to

explore the various
facets of remote sensing
and its practical
applications in today’s
world.
The other topics
discussed at the
workshop included
remote sensing and
Geographic Information
System (GIS)
applications for
sustainable earth
observations, remote
sensing image
spectroscopy and its
applications and radar

remote sensing and its
applications.
Prof. Barun
Roychoudhury from
Presidency University,
Kolkata, Prof. U.C.
Mohanty, Distinguished
Professor at the Centre for
Climate Smart Agriculture
at SOA Deemed to be
University, Prof. Avik
Bhattacharya from the
Centre of Studies and
Resources Engineering at
IIT Bombay and Prof.
Debadatta Swain from the
School of Earth, Ocean

and Climate Sciences at
IIT Bhubaneswar were
among the resource
persons.
During the workshop,
Prof. Swain conducted a
hands-on session in
collaboration with the
School of Geography and
Environmental Science at
University of
Southampton, UK. Prof.
Bhattacharya also
conducted another
interactive session.
Around 40 participants
including faculty

members, research
scholars, post graduates
and under graduates
attended the workshop.
The diverse background
of the participants
triggered vibrant
discussions and rich
exchange of ideas.
Prof. Pradipta Kumar
Nanda, Vice-Chancellor
of SOA and former Chair
of IEEE GRSS, Kolkata
chapter, was the Convener
of the workshop while
Prof. Tripti Swarnkar,
Professor at the Institute of
Technical Education and
Research, faculty of
engineering and
technology of SOA, and
Chair of the IEEE
Bhubaneswar Women in
Engineering Affinity
Group (WIE AG) acted as
the Co-convener.
Dr. Sarat Chandra Sahu,
eminent meteorologist
and Director of SOA’s
Centre for Environment
and Climate (CEC)
attended as a special
invitee.

Behera For RRR Policy
Paradip: For the
protection of the
environment, IT and
Sports  Minister
Tusharkanti Behera
called upon every
individual to adopt RRR
policy (Recycle, Reduce,
Reuse) to curb pollution.
Shri Behera was
speaking at Biju
Convention Centre,
Paradip on the occasion
of World Environment
Day, 2023 on Monday
organized by leading
NGO, Nature Care
Initiative.Shri Behera
attended the event as
Chief Guest and gave his
deliberation and harped
upon taking oath to work
towards greener
tomorrow.“Only meeting
and awareness is not
enough to tackle the
pollution menace, we
need to adopt
environment friendly
approaches and
attributes at our
individual capacity,” he
said.

The Minister urged
people to use public
transport to commute
rather than individual
vehicles.“Our approach
should be more of
adopting newer innovative
indigenous technology, but
hand in hand, we should
not be hesitant to adopt
good technology from
foreign, countries also, if
it’s good for the
environment,” suggested
Shri Behera.
Chairman of Paradip Port
Authority, P. L. Harnadh
attended as guest of honour
and informed that it is our

moral responsibility to
provide a greener and
cleaner tomorrow, to our
next generation.“We need
to understand our culture,
tradition and vedic gyan,
through that knowledge
only, we will be in a
position to protect and
conserve the
environment,” said Shri
Harnadh.
Stating Panchabhoot Puja
is also to help in
environment protection, he
informed the gathering that
the initiative of Paradip
Port will be completely
green by 2028.



BHUBANESWAR,WEDNESDAY, 07 JUNE, 2023

Sara Ali Khan Shoots Back-To-Back For ‘Murder
Mubarak’ & ‘Ae Watan Mere Watan’

For Sara Ali Khan, 2023 is turning out to be one of the busiest
years. Touted to be one of the most promising actors on the
block, Sara has been living out of her suitcase for the last couple
of months. Having wrapped up Homi Adajania's 'Murder
Mubarak' recently where she will be seen portraying an
interesting character called Bambi, the prolific actress has been
simultaneously shooting for 'Ae Watan Mere Watan' in which
she will essaying the role of a freedom fighter from the 1940s.
Considering her hectic work schedule, Sara has been
effortlessly dabbling between two contrasting characters,
without any break! Her character in Murder Mubarak seems
to be quirky and new-age, as compared to the serious,
determined and courageous one in Ae Watan Mere Watan.
Sharing the work update with her followers on social media,
Sara recently mentioned, "Bye Bye Bambi, time to meet
Ushaji!"
Reportedly, by the end of this month, Sara would have wrapped
two films - ‘Murder Mubarak’ and ‘Ae Watan Mere Watan’.
Soon after, the young actress will start shooting ‘Metro…In
Dino’ which commences mid-May. Apart from these projects,
Sara will also feature in Laxman Utekar's next opposite Vicky
Kaushal titled 'Zara Hatke Zara Bachke'.

5 Films That Emphasise POCSO Act, Highlight Grey Side Of Humanity
Narratives around
sexual assault are no
stranger to the audience,
they depict the ugliness
of human greed and
selfishness. However,
there are films that
continue to haunt you
even after you finish
watching them. Films
like Sirf Ek Bandaa
Kaafi Hai or Kahaani 2
portray horrific
tragedies which not only
give shivers but also
open floodgates to
discussions and debates.
These films paint a
realistic picture of the
justice process.
Although loaded with
repulsive scenes, they
act as a powerful tool for
social change providing
relief to the victims and
their families. While
POCSO act safeguards
the interest of minors,
films like these justify
the provisions of the act
creating awareness
about under-reported
crimes and abuse.
Let's have a look at such
films which bring
forward the POCSO act
and reign supreme due
to their unapologetic
storytelling:
1. Sirf Ek Bandaa Kaafi
Hai [ZEE5]
Inspired by true events,
‘Sirf Ek Bandaa Kaafi

Hai’ is a courtroom
drama directed by
Apoorv Singh Karki,
starring Manoj
Bajpayee in and as
lawyer P.C Solanki. It is
the story of an ordinary
man - a high court
lawyer who single-
handedly fought an
extraordinary case
against the country’s
biggest god man and
successfully ended up
prosecuting him for the
rape of a minor under
the POCSO act. The
film educates the
audience about the
POCSO [Protection Of
Children from Sexual
Offenses] act while the
trial for justice
continues in the
courtroom. Through
Nu’s case of sexual
assault, it highlights the
key features of the act
and the legal
framework. Sirf Ek
Bandaa Kaafi Hai will
surely make you aware
of a few facts that were
not known to you.
2. Kahaani 2: Durga
Rani Singh [ZEE5]
Kahaani 2 revolves
around a woman named
Vidya Sinha and her
daughter Mini. Vidya
works as a school
librarian in a small town
and leads a seemingly

ordinary life. However,
their lives take a dark
turn when Mini goes
missing. As the
investigation unfolds, it
is revealed that Mini has
been kidnapped and is
being held captive.
Vidya, determined to
find her daughter, teams
up with a police officer,
Inderjeet Singh. As they
dig deeper into the case,
they uncover a shocking
truth – Mini has been
sexually assaulted.
They encounter various
challenges and
obstacles as they
navigate the legal
system and fight for
justice, exposing the
grey side of humanity at
the same time revealing
the harsh realities faced
by innocent children.

Through Vidya’s
journey the film delves
deep into the POCSO
act.
3. Am I Next [ZEE5]
Am I Next is a heart-
wrenching tale of a 14-
year-old teenage rape
survivor Honey Kohli’s
court battle for justice
and the right to
abortion. It has layers
such as media
sensationalism, a
dishonest defense
lawyer and the rapist
Aman’s father trying to
brush off the matter.
The story raises ethical
questions about why the
survivor must pay the
price and is a
momentous expression
of hope for society. The
film explores the
legalities of a minor

rape victim’s right to
abortion and the
POCSO act.
4. Mardaani 2 [Amazon
Prime Video]
Mardaani 2 is set in
Kota, Rajasthan where
a series of brutal rapes
and murders shake the
city. It revolves around
Superintendent of
Police Shivani Shivaji
Roy who takes on a
challenging case of
finding a serial rapist
targeting young girls.
The film tackles the
issue of brutal crimes
against women as
Shivani is determined to
catch the perpetrator
and bring him to justice.
She faces various
hurdles in her pursuit
including societal
apathy and the

challenging nature of
the case. The film
serves as a wake-up
call, urging society to
be vigilant and
proactive in protecting
children from sexual
offences while
highlighting the
provisions under the
POCSO act.
5. Highway [Disney+
Hotstar]
The film centers around
the kidnapper (played
by Randeep Hooda) and
his hostage (played by
Alia Bhatt) as they bond
over similar histories of
child abuse – sexual and
physical – at the hands
of close family figures.
The film leads to a
moving denouement
where the female
protagonist confronts
her abuser. It scores in
showing how trauma
operates in subtle, long-
lasting ways, and how
emotional support can
provide strength to
survivors and help them
confront both their
abusers and their
trauma. The film delves
into the sexual assault
of the minor and the
emotional damage it
leaves on them.
Watch these compelling
stories all set to give you
goosebumps!

Adah Sharma's The Kerala Story's Ticket
Price Slashed To Rs 99 After Massive Success

 Vipul Amrutlal Shah's
'The Kerala Story' is a
box office
phenomenon currently
and has very gloriously
marked success post-
pandemic. While the
film doesn't seem to
slow down the ticket
counter, the makers
offered a special price
of Rs 99 today
onwards. Now with
tickets starting at this
rate, there is no excuse
not to come and see an
unforgettable tale that
demands attention and
action.
The film is efficiently
leaving an imprint on
the hearts of spectators
while also grossing
well and establishing a
global reputation.
Several OTT giants are
currently competing

for film rights. While it
has managed to
surpass the Rs 230
crore net mark at the
Indian box office, the
film continues to
entertain audiences
across the country.
People all across the
world are
congratulating the
filmmaker, Vipul
Amrutlal Shah, for
taking the risk of
exposing the true
events.
'The Kerala Story' is
produced, developed,
and distributed by
Sunshine Pictures
which is owned by
Vipul Amrutlal Shah.
Adah Sharma leads the
cast along with Yogita
Bihani, Sonia Balani
and Siddhi Idnani. It is
bankrolled by

Sunshine Pictures
Private Limited, and
founded by Vipul
Amrutlal Shah, who is
the producer, creative

director and the co-
writer of the film,
which is co-produced
by Aashin A Shah and
directed by Sudipto

Sen.
It has become the
second highest-
grossing Hindi film of
2023. Upon its release,

the film attracted
massive public
protests in Kerala,
West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu.
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Letter To Editor
Dear Editor

With humble submission and due regards, I would like to draw your kind attention to the fact that I
have been trying to develop a small medical unit with OPD, remote rural village of West Midnapore in
the state of West Bengal. The villagers represent the aboriginal (tribal) communities of the state, that
are economically backward and are mostly marginal
labourers suffering from abject poverty for several generations.

They have socio-culturally isolated and marginalized and been treated as social outcastes as well as
criminals for a significant long period of time since the British Colonial Period. Unfortunately, post-
independence their economic and social condition did not improve much; and they are still suffering
in the same way as they have done in the past. It is quite sad to mention that they do not even get
minimal wages for backbreaking  labour work and minimal medical facilities including any critical
care necessary for their survival. Furthermore, due to poor economic condition they are unable to look
for private treatment in the adjoining towns and cities, since this is beyond their affordability.

such communities have suffered four decades and very few of the people sitting in administration and
coveted places of political interest has listened their unimaginable pain and  suffering that they endure
everyday of their life. Duties urgent need for developing primary schools, health centres and job skill
facilities for the unemployed real youth both male and female in the remote rural villages to provide
them some medical support and employment opportunities for these unfortunate communities.

We do talk and discuss and spend hours deliberating on creation of a hunger field world. since you
have been working tirelessly for a hunger, free world. However, very little has been achieved for these
unfortunate communities, located and isolated in rural pockets across the nation. It is necessary to
provide boat financial in medical support for these downtrodden people. Many of these resulting in
both deaths and destructive of government and public properties.

Today, however, there is no such traits operating in the area, but the poverty, hunger, and the pain of
the downtrodden, and the subalterns continue to hunt these communities. As a citizen of the country,
we should feel  shy to look into their eyes because as an individual we have failed them. It is time for
us to do something for this poor communities as our own community member to help build his country
from inside out. Contributions of even  a small amount through proper channel via government and
non-government agencies can help them sustain in this remote areas far away from the major cities
and towns with absolutely zero medical support, poor employment opportunities and any sustainable
economic future.

It is time that we extend our support towards the development of the tribal communities of this country
with open arms idiot they are citizens of this country and our proud neighbor, and this is the time we
need to demonstrate our active support for these communities that has been deprived for several past
generations since the British colonial period and even before that. We need to work hand-in-hand to
develop a platform to support our tribal communities by providing them with modern educational
infrastructure, minimal  medical support avd regular employment ti help them get back ti our main
steam citizens and in developing responsible citizen.

Saikat Kumar Basu
378 Prince Anwar Shah Road

Kolkata 700045 West Bengal India
Mobile: 8697491914

WhatsApp: +1 403 894 4254
Email: saikat.basu@alumni.uleth.ca

Dear Sir,
Train accident can't be tolerated
According to report the collision of three trains which ended up in over 288 people deaths and over
1200 were injuries no human being will ever digest this sarrow. Signal failure is a clear case of
railway officials' negligence, which can't be tolerated under any circumstances. According to an initial
investigation, Coromandel Express received a signal to enter the main line, but it was disregarded,
causing it to enter the loop line instead, where it collided with a goods train that was waiting
there.Another thing there was no Kavach system implemented on this route. In order to fulfil the goal
of zero train accidents, railway board across length and breadth of the country should implement the
Automatic Train Protection system, aka Kavach as soon as possible atleast now onwards.

Dr. VijayKumar H K
Raichur, Karnataka

Beat the heat with these "Summer-friendly foods "
Shahnaz Husain

Summer,  the hottest
time of the year is
already underway
and we can feel the
temperature rising.
The scorching heat
may drain your body
and affect how you
look and feel.  The
sweltering heat and
dry hot winds require
that you make
changes in your diet
for your body to cope
with the high
temperatures.
The food and drink
that you will be
consuming during
the summer are
going to play a vital
role to help you tide
through the heat
wave because even
healthy people can
succumb to heat-
related health issues.
There are so many

delicious foods in
summer, and many of
them are naturally
good for you.
Summer produce
generally tends to
have high water
content. That helps
keep you hydrated,
which minimizes
wrinkles because it’s
plumping up your
skin.
Summer bearings
include a lot of green
vegetables, melons,
peaches, corn,
mangoes, and other
fresh and fragrant
herbs. Local markets
are at their best
during summer, when
fruits are abundant,
and vegetables are as
fresh as can be.
Are you looking for
food to beat the heat
this season? Here are
a few summer-
friendly foods that
will help you cool
down.
Tender Coconut
Water -----This is the
go-to drink in
summer.
The cooling

properties, together
with its minerals and
electrolytes, make
coconut water an
ideal energy drink
provided by Nature.
Coconut water is
filled with
electrolytes which
keep the body
hydrated and the skin
toned.
The power drink
contains vitamins,
minerals, calcium,
potassium, and
magnesium in its
natural form to help
beat the heat during
summer while
keeping one hydrated
and energetic
throughout the day
and boosting your
digestive capacity.
After you drink the
water, cut the
coconut and eat the
soft skin inside. It is
tasty and also
cooling.
 Nimbu Paani-------
Another way of
meeting the body’s
fluid requirement is
“Nimbu Paani”.
They boost the
immune system,

make your skin glow,
and add a healthy
dose of Vitamin C to
your diet. So drink up
as lemonade made
with plain water or
add a dash of lemon
to your juices and
salads
  You can add one
teaspoon of honey
and a pinch of salt to
Nimbu Paani. If you
suffer from any
specific diseases, like
diabetes, you should
take the advice of
your doctor
regarding additives,
like salt, sugar, or
honey, to cold drinks
and fruit juices.
Avoid aerated drinks
and take fresh fruit
juices instead.  Fruit
juices should be
taken freshly
extracted and diluted
with enough water.
They not only ensure
a supply of valuable
nutrients but also
help to cleanse and
purify the system,
keeping the skin
clear and healthy.

Fruits and Vegetables
----So, take a good
look at your summer
diet. A part of your
daily diet must
consist of fresh fruits
and vegetables, eaten
raw, with the skin, as
far as possible. Fruit
gives you a physical
feeling of lightness
while also being
s a t i s f y i n g .
Watermelon, musk
melon, pears,
papaya, plums,
berries, apricots,
cherries, mango, and
oranges are found
abundantly in the
summer season.
They supply the
nutrients that keep
our skin and hair
healthy and
beautiful.
 Eat more fresh
vegetables which are
light on the stomach
and easily digestible.
Vegetables should be
lightly cooked in
summer. The health
benefits of replacing
a normal meal with a
salad are

immeasurable. All
vegetables are fair
game, fruit is
welcome, and lean
proteins (tuna, hard-
boiled eggs, leftover
poached chicken)
and healthy fats
(avocado and nuts)
turn it into a meal.
They ensure the
proper elimination of
wastes so that the
skin is free from
clogged pores and
problems like
pimples add acne.
   Lettuce, tomatoes,
cucumber, radish,
apples, oranges,
pineapple, grapefruit
and so on can easily
be added to salads.
Add nuts and seeds.
Lemon juice, mint,
and green coriander
can be added as a
low-calorie dressing.
Yogurt is also a
wonderful beauty
food, while
buttermilk and
paneer can be
included. They
supply protein,
which is so necessary
for healthy hair
growth and healthy

supportive tissues of
the skin, like
collagen.
Avoid heavy, spicy,
and fried food,
especially during
summer. Nature
provides us with the
fruits that are suitable
for summer. Melons
(Kharbuja), Water
Melons (Tarbooz),
Cucumber, and
“Kakri,” are all
available during
summer.  They
eliminate toxins from
the body and work as
an excellent coolant
that keeps the skin
healthy. They contain
more water and help
to replenish the water
which the body loses
through sweating.
Instead of having rich
desserts, take yogurt
with honey, or fresh
fruits. It can be
consumed as spicy
buttermilk, a sweet
lassi, or as cold
yogurt. Rich with
Vitamin B and gut-
friendly bacteria, curd
soothes the body from
within. Add flavour to
it by mixing it with

m a n g o e s ,
strawberries, and
other fruits. These
make delicious
desserts too. During
summer, you can end
your meal with lassi.
This is not only
cooling but helps
digestion too.
Your summer diet
should cleanse the
body of toxins and
wastes. As far as the
looks are concerned,
this is bound to reflect
on the skin and body.
The skin will look
clearer and fresher,
while the hair will
look healthy and
lustrous. Such foods
can help to lose
excess weight and
maintain a slim
figure. Most
important of all, it
will make you feel
better. Beauty is not
just a matter of how
you look, but also
how you feel.

The author is an
international fame
beauty expert and

is called Herbal
Queen of India

INFLATION, DEFLATION,
DISINFLATION, REFLATION

Dr Santosh kumar Mahapatra

  WHAT IS
INFLATION
Inflation is the rate of
increase in prices over
a given period of time.
Inflation is typically a
broad measure, such
as the overall increase
in prices or the
increase in the cost of
living in a country.
But it can also be
more narrowly
c a l c u l a t e d — f o r
certain goods, such
as food,  or  for
services, such as a
haircut, for example.
Whatever the
context ,  inflat ion
represents how much
more expensive the
relevant set of goods
and/or services has
become over a
certain period, most
commonly a year
   WHAT IS
'DEFLATION'
       Deflat ion,
which is the opposite
of inflat ion,  is
mainly caused by
shifts in supply and
demand. When the
overall price level
decreases so that the
inflat ion rate
becomes negative, it
is called deflation. It
is the opposite of the
often-encountered
inflation.
        Description: A
reduction in money
supply or credit
availabil i ty is  the
reason for deflation

in most cases.
Reduced investment
spending by the
government or
individuals may also
lead to this situation.
Deflation leads to a
problem of increased
unemployment due to
slack in demand.
      Central banks
aim to keep the
overall  price level
stable by avoiding
situations of severe
deflation/inflation.
They may infuse a
higher money supply
into the economy to
counter-balance the
deflationary impact.
In most cases,
depression occurs
when the supply of
goods is more than
that of money.
WHAT IS
HYPERDEFLATION
Hyperdeflation refers
to extremely large
decreases in the
general  prices of
goods in an
e c o n o m y — o r ,
correspondingly large
increases in a
money's purchasing
p o w e r .
Hyperdeflat ion is
very rare,  with
perhaps the only
example being
Bitcoin's quick and
meteoric rise in price
in a short  span of
time.
WHAT IS
DISINFLATION
       Disinflation is a
temporary slowing of
the pace of price
inflation and is used
to describe instances
when the inflation
rate has reduced

marginally over the
short term. Unlike
inflat ion and
deflation, which refer
to the direction of
prices, disinflation
refers to the rate of
change in the rate of
inflation. Deflation is
a decrease in general
price levels
throughout an
economy, while
disinflation is what
happens when price
inflation slows down
t e m p o r a r i l y .
Deflation, which is
the opposite of
inflation, is mainly
caused by shifts in
supply and demand.
WHAT IS
REFLATION
    Reflat ion is  a
fiscal or monetary
policy designed to
expand output,
stimulate spending,
and curb the effects
of deflation, which
usually occurs after a
period of economic
uncertainty or a
recession. The term
may also be used to
describe the f irst
phase of economic
recovery after  a
period of contraction.
Reflat ion aims to
stop deflation—the
general  decline in
prices for goods and
services that occurs
when inflation falls
below 0%.
    Reflation policies
typically include:
Reducing taxes,
lowering interest
rates, Changing the
money supply. When
central banks boost
the amount of

currency and other
liquid instruments in
the banking system
the cost of money
falls ,  generating
more investment and
putting more money
in the hands of
consumers.
WHAT IS
STAGFLATION?
Stagflat ion is  an
economic cycle
characterized by slow
growth and a high
unemployment rate
accompanied by
inflation. Economic
policymakers f ind
this combination
particularly difficult
to handle,  as
attempting to correct
one of the factors can
exacerbate another.
Once thought by
economists to be
i m p o s s i b l e ,
stagflat ion has
occurred repeatedly
in the developed
world since the 1970s
oil crisis.
WHAT IS THE
MEANING OF
AGFLATION?
Agflation describes
the phenomenon
when food prices rise
more rapidly than the
prices of other goods
and services, due to
the growing demand
for crops as both food
and for use in
biofuels. 1. The word
is a portmanteau of
the words
"agriculture" and
"inflation."

The author is an
Odisha-based

eminent columnist/
economist and social

thinker. He can be
reached through e-

mail at
skmohapatra67@gmail.com
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The Minister of State for External Affairs and Education, Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh presents awards and certificates to the
top-ranked institutions in various categories and subject domains, in New Delhi

International Spirituality
Olympiad Website Inaugurated

New Delhi (KCN)
:website of International
Spirituality Olympiad
Launched  at India
International Centre,
Lodhi Estate, Delhi
Esteemed dignitaries and
special guests were Shri

Shyam Jaju(Former
National Vice President
- BJP), Shri Sudhanshu
Mittal (Senior leader of
BJP), Shri Janardan
Dwivedi
(Former National
General Secretary -
INC), Shri Adish C
Aggarwala (President of
the Supreme Court Bar
Association and senior
advocate), Acharya Dr
Lokesh Muni Ji
(Founder President :
Ahimsa Vishwa Bharat,
Delhi),  Swami Shri

Divyanand Ji {National
Vice President  Bharat
Tibbat Sahyog Manch
(BTSM)}, ‘Padma Shri’
Prof Jagmohan Singh
Rajput (Former Director
: NCERT
Former Chairman :

NCERT), Prof Krishna
Bihari Pandey (Former
Chairman : UPPSC),
‘Padma Shri’ D R
Kaarthikeyan (IPS)
(Former Chairman : CBI
Former DG : National
Human Rights
Commission), Dr
Buddha Rashmi Mani
(Director General :
National Museum, Delhi
Vice Chancellor :
National Museum
Institute, Former
Additional DG :
Archaeological Survey

of India), Dr Priya
Ranjan Trivedi
{President :
Confederation of Indian
Universities (CIU)
Founder Chancellor :
IGTAMS University}
and many more  Eminent

& Respected
personalities.
Everyone in their
speeches Lauded
International Spirituality
Olympiad Council  for
bringing   world's first
and unique concept of
'International Spirituality
Olympiad' (ISO) to
connect our kids, teens,
youth and their parents
with the incredible
Indian culture,
consciousness, ideology,
philosophy, sacraments
and traditions.

Motihari police has not
been cooperative: BSPS

Patana (KCN)
:Journalist Sagar Suraj
was attacked with iron
rod while he was on the
way to carry out a follow
up story in his local town
Motihari in Bihar along
with his three other
associates.
The incident followed
horror, grief and anger. If
you've been threatened
for doing your job, and a
lot of us have, what
happened in Motihari
brought that terror right
back to the surface. 
Taking the matter
seriously, Bharti
Shramjeevi Patrakar
Sangh has tweeted to
Chief Minister Bihar
Nitish Kumar and Chief
Secretary of Bihar and
demanded action against
the culprits. BSPS
national general
secretary Shahnawaz

Hasan has said that the
attitude of the Motihari
police has not been
cooperative.
What do you do when
you've faced threats?
Does it change how you
work? How can you take
care of yourself? The day
after the attacks, I felt, in
this critic situation
almost all scribes will
stand with me-their
senior colleagues and
help me to lead me up to
justice.
Reason: the severity of
attacks on a senior
journalists like Sagar
Suraj in broad day light
 and his selfless
contributions to the
society and nation being
a journalist in India’s
national news paper for
last 30 years.
Locals journalists staged
sit-ins on 30th may, 2023

with  the rush of social
activists and common
citizens demanding
arresting of assailants.
The recent stories
“illegal vegetable
markets” being operated
in Chatauni localities- is
supposed to be the reason
behind this murderous
attack on Sagar Suraj. We
demanded only to crack
the stories behind the
attack after filling a police
case against unknown
miscreants. One of suspect
in the case had old enmity
with Sagar Suraj family
but he can’t claim whether
he is involved in the
incident or not. Got police
assurances to identify
culprits, 10 days lapsed
but police is still clueless. 
We have found the images
of assailants from CCTV
footage but they are yet to
be located.

Hemant soren government should
provide Basic facilities to all it's citizens
Ranchi(KCN) :
Jharkhand  government
should make
arrangements for basic
facilities, especially for
drinking water, under the
Kunva Chapanal Rural
Water Supply Scheme
and Nal Jal Yojana on
priority basis in all Dalit/
tribal urban and rural
settlements, villages, so
that no incident like Silli
is repeated
As stated by the central
convenor of Jharkhand
Bachao Morcha, Central
Vice President of Adivasi
Moolvasi Janadhikar
Manch, former MLA
candidate Vijay Shankar
Nayak. He  further said
in angry words that it is
a matter of misfortune
that even after 23 years
have passed since the
formation of the state,
there is still a severe lack
of basic amenities in the
settlements of the Dalit

tribal community of
Jharkhand, due to which
the life of these class
people has become
hellish Is .
Mr. Nayak further said
that thousands of crores
of rupees are given to the
state government for the
development of the tribal
and downtrodden
sections, under the Tribal
Sub-Plan and Scheduled
Sub-Plan, but the
previous governments
never used the funds for
the development of these
sections. Spend on
building electricity, roads
and stadiums without
s p e n d i n g
moneyDoesSpending
money for the
development fund of
these classes in other
items is like looting their
rights and rights. He sent
an email to the state's
Hemant Soren
demanding that 100

percent of the amount
given for the
development of these
classes under the Tribal
Sub Plan and Schedule
Sub Plan should be spent
for the development of
these classes, for this a
strict rule law should be
made. And in any case
transfer the amount of
these categories to

another itemThe
tradition of doing this
should be stopped and in
the funds that the state
government provides for
the MLA item, it should
also be mandatory to
make a rule that at least
40% of the MLA funds
should be used for the
development of basic
and infrastructure of

Dalit tribal localities.
Spending should be
declared mandatory so
that the people of this
classAll round and
proper development can
be done.Mr. Nayak
further said that Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Drinking
Water and Sanitation
Department, Urban
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department should also
ensure that 25% of the
budget should be spent
on the basic amenities of
these sections and it
should be declared
mandatory so that even
after independent India
And Dalit tribals living
in the absence of basic
facilitiesPeople can be
rejuvenated and they too
can contribute to the pace
of development by
adding them to the
mainstream of the nation

Kolkata Man Shouts "Bomb" In Plane,
Father Called, Says He's Unsound: Report

Kolkata: All passengers
were brought down from
a plane at the Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose

International Airport in
Kolkata after a man
started shouting before
take-off that there was a

"bomb in the aircraft",
airport sources said
today.
The Qatar Airways flight

to London from Kolkata
via Doha with 541
passengers on board was
getting ready for take-
off at 3:29 am today
when one passenger
started shouting that
there was a "bomb in the
plane", the sources told
Press Trust of India.
All the passengers were
brought down from the
plane and the aircraft
was thoroughly
searched by police with
sniffer dogs but nothing
was found, the sources
told Press Trust of India.
The CISF detained the

passenger who shouted
"bomb in the aircraft"
and questioned him.
During interrogation,
the man said that
another passenger on the
plane told him that there
was a "bomb in the
plane".
The father of the
detained man was called
to the Airport police
station. The father
showed some medical
documents to police
which stated that his son
was undergoing
treatment for mental
illness.

Tiger population in Sunderban has increased beyond average population
K o l k a t a ( A m b a r
Mukherjee): The
density of tiger
population in West
Bengal’s Sunderbans
forests has increased
beyond the average
population as per
square kilometre
habitat of the feline,
according to a
preliminary report of
the Wildlife Institute of
India (WII).
The report says that the
carrying capacity is
three to five tigers per
100 square km in the

hostile terrain, But in
multiple blocks of the
impenetrable jungles
the density has been
found to be more than
five.
The saturation of the
population are forcing
young adults tigers to
move out in search of
new territories and
weaker ones are
moving out to look for
a new home with easier
hunting skill.
The census conducted
by the state forest
department in 2020-

2021 found 96 tigers in
the world’s largest
mangrove delta. The
results of the national
tiger census of 2018
had pegged the number
of big cats in the
Sunderbans at 88. In
the 2014 national
census, 76 tigers were
traced in the zone. The
2022 national census
started in the first week
of December and still
in process.
Sources in the state
forest department said
that the WII report is

being prepared on the
basis of recent tiger
census held by the
Bengal forest
department.
The WII has been
engaged for preparing
the report following
recent incidents of
h u m a n - w i l d l i f e
conflict in the zone.
An official of the state
forest department said
at least eight tigers
have strayed near the
villages in Sunderbans
since December last
year and all of them

were captured and
released in the forest.
The WII has advised
the state forest
department to ensure
that the strayed tigers
that are captured get
released in those parts
of the forest that have
comparatively low
density of the tiger
population.
The Sunderbans,
which houses home for
Royal Bengal Tigers, is
spread across 10,000
sq km. A little above
4,000sq km is in West

Bengal and the rest is
in Bangladesh. The
Indian Sunderbans is
split between the tiger
reserve and populated
pockets of South 24
Parganas. In Bengal
part, around 1,500sq
km of Bengal’s
mangrove delta covers
populated areas.
The preparation of the
final report of the WII
will take a couple of
months.
‘’Based on the WII’s
advice, we have
released three tigers

captured recently in a
forest block called
Chamta inside the
National Park East
range of Sunderbans
Tiger Reserve. The
WII identified the
block as a forest
compartment with low
density of tiger
population,’’ said an
official of Sunderbans
Tiger Reserve.
The peak density of
tiger population
depends on several
parameters like prey
base, human

interference, and male-
female ratio of the
tigers in a forest, said
a forest department
official. ‘’The
mangrove delta has
been ravaged my
multiple storms. The
pandemic has multiplied
manifold of the human
interference in the forest
because of joblessness of
migrant labourers from
Sunderbans.
Tiger population in
Sunderban has increased
beyond average
population
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Medical Devices Policy Approved
Bhubaneswar: The
Union Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, today
approved the National
Medical Devices Policy,
2023.
The medical devices
sector in India is an
essential and integral
constituent of the Indian
healthcare sector. The
Indian medical devices
sector’s contribution has
become even more
prominent as India
supported the domestic
and global battle against
COVID-19 pandemic
through the large scale
production of medical
devices & diagnostic
kits, such as Ventilators,
Rapid Antigen Test kits,
Real-Rime Reverse
T r a n s c r i p t i o n
Polymerase Chain
Reaction (RT-PCR) kits,
Infrared (IR)
Thermometers, Personal
P r o t e c t i v e
Equipment(PPE) Kits &
N-95 masks.
he medical devices
sector in India is a
sunrise sector which is
growing at a fast pace.
The market size of the
medical devices sector in
India is estimated to be
$11 billion
(approximately, ? 90,000

Cr) in 2020 and its share
in the global medical
device market is
estimated to be 1.5%. The
Indian medical devices
sector is on a growth track
and has an enormous
potential to become self-
reliant and to contribute
towards the goal of
universal health care. The
Government of India has
already initiated
implementation of PLI
Scheme for medical
devices and support for
setting up of 4 Medical
devices Parks in the States
of Himachal Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.
Under the PLI scheme for
Medical Devices, till
now, a total of 26 projects
have been approved, with
a committed investment
of Rs.1206 Cr and out of
this, so far, an investment
of Rs.714 Cr has been
achieved. Under the PLI
scheme, total of 14
projects producing 37
products have been
commissioned and
domestic manufacturing
of high-end medical
devices has started which
include Linear
Accelerator, MRI Scan,
CT-Scan, Mammogram,
C-Arm, MRI Coils, high
end X-ray tubes, etc.

Remaining 12 products
will be commissioned in
near future. Five
projects out of total 26
projects have been
approved recently,
under Category B, for
domestic manufacturing
of 87 products / product
components.
Building upon these
measures, a holistic
policy framework to
accelerate this growth
and fulfil the potential
of the sector is the need
of the hour. While
various Departments of
the Government have
u n d e r t a k e n
p r o g r a m m a t i c
interventions to
encourage the sector, the
current policy aims to
put in place a
comprehensive set of
focus areas for growth
of the sector in a
coordinated manner.
Secondly, in view of the
diversity and multi-
disciplinary nature of
the sector, the
regulations, skilling
trade promotion of
medical device industry
are spread over several
departments in the
Government both at the
Centre and State levels.
There is a need to bring
together the range of

interventions in a
coherent manner that
would facilitate focused
and efficient support and
facilitation for the sector
by the respective
agencies.
The National Medical
Devices Policy, 2023 is
expected to facilitate an
orderly growth of the
medical device sector to
meet the public health
objectives of access,
affordability, quality and
innovation. This sector is
expected to realize its
full potential, with the
strategies viz, building
an enabling ecosystem
for manufacturing along
with a focus on
innovation, creating a
robust and streamlined
regulatory framework,
providing support in
training and capacity
building programs and
promoting higher
education to foster
talent and skilled
resources in line with
the industry
r e q u i r e m e n t s .
Encouraging domestic
investments and
production of medical
devices complements
the Government’s
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
and ‘Make in India’
programs.

Direct Flights From Bhubaneswar To
Singapore, Bangkok
Bhubaneswar: IndiGo
airline will operate direct
flights from
Bhubaneswar to
Singapore and Bangkok
from June 3, reports said.
The airline has provided
the schedule to the Biju
Patnaik International
Airport here for two
flights a week to each
destination.The state
government has agreed
to bear the costs of
unsold tickets, with total
ticket costs estimated to
be around Rs 120 crore
per year.
The international

terminal building at the
airport is currently
undergoing renovation,
with all necessary
infrastructure in place.
While the old conveyor

belt will initially be used
for luggage, a new one will
replace it in due course.
Immigration and customs
facilities are already in
place.

The direct flights are
expected to greatly benefit
Odisha’s tourism and create
business opportunities,
particularly in Southeast
Asian countries.

State Care Saves 1200 Lives
Bhubaneswar: Once
again Team Odisha,
which is working under
the 5T Charter’s guiding
principle, has proved that
they can quickly respond
and manage any kind of
disaster, irrespective of
time, size and scope.
Within just few hours
after the devastated triple
train tragedy occurred at
Bahanaga, a rural area of
Balasore district, entire
State Administration
starting from the top,
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik to the Block and
Village-level officials
came to swing and saved
life of at least 1200
persons who were
injured in the mishap.
The locals of Bahanga
area are the first ones
who responded to the
accident and started a
massive rescue operation
without waiting for
anyone. This shows how
the people of Odisha
came together to help
others, who are totally
unknown to them. This
shows a successful story
of Odisha Government’s
community participation

initiatives in Disaster
Management.
When the news flashed in
different media, no one
had a clue that such a
massive accident would
have happened. As a
preliminary measure,
Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC)
Satyabrata Sahu quickly
ordered the local ORDAF
team stationed at Balasore
and the local Fire Service
team to rush to the spot
and join hands in the
rescue operation.
After receiving
information, IGP Eastern
Range, Himansu Kumar
Lal, Balasore District
Magistrate, Dattatraya
Bhausaheb Shinde,
Superintendent of Police
Sagarika Nath and other
officials rushed to spot to
supervise the rescue
operation. They all
worked in tandem and
saved the situation, said a
senior officer of Indian
Railways, adding IGP
Shri Lal provided the
leadership in crucial
hours.
When the larger picture of
the accident came to

notice, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik asked
Revenue Minister
Pramila Mallik and
Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC)
Satyabrata Sahu to
proceed towards the
accident spot.
Principal Secretary
Industries, Hemant
Sharma, OMC MD,
Balwant Singh, Director
Rural Development,
Arvind Agarwal, Fire
Service DG Sudhanshu
Sarangi rushed to the
spot and carried out the
entire rescue operation
throughout the night.
Chief Secretary Pradeep
Kumar Jena has been
closely monitoring the
situation from State
Headquarters with
coordination with all
line departments and
agencies.
A proper supply chain
and management
structure has been
established immediately
in the night. The Control
Room at the SRC office
started functioning with
full capacity.
All required logistics

like ambulances, flood
light, gas cutters, cranes,
DG sets, doctors,
medicines, stretchers, etc
made available quickly at
the accident spot.
Not only the District
Administration of
Balasore and Bhadrak
engaged in the operation,
all other neighboring
districts including
Mayurbhanj, Jajpur,
Cuttack and Khurda
came to the rescue of the
victims.
Sharing details of the
massive operation, SRC
Shri Sahu said he got
information about the
accident around 7.55 PM.
As he was out of town,
he reached the accident
site at 11.30 PM. Other
Senior officers also
rushed to the spot at that
time. The Revenue
Minister, who was in
Jajpur, reached a little
early, said sources.
“By 12 at night, almost
all injured persons,
around 1200, had been
rescued by local people,
ODRAF teams and Fire
Service officials. Then,
NDRF teams also

reached there and
recovered the dead
bodies,” ACS Shri Sahu
said.
Within golden hours, the
injured persons have
been rescued and
admitted in hospitals, he
said, adding, the most
challenging part was to
carry out the rescue in
the night. Immediately,
flood lights were
arranged and the entire
area was lit, SRC, Shri
Sahu said.
“Due to a complete team
efforts of
Administrators, Police,
Fire Services, we were
able to save 1200
precious lives,” the ACS
Shri Sahu said.
Expressing deep grief
over the death of 275
persons in the accident,
Principal Secretary
Hemant Sharma said,
“This was an
unfortunate incident.
But the death toll could
have been much higher,
if the Government of
Odisha would not have
intervened on time.”
As the ODRAF and Fire
Service teams equipped

with all required
equipment have reached
the accident spot on time,
the lives of 1200 people
have been saved, he said.
“Within the shortest
time, we have made all
advance arrangements
like mobilization of
adequate doctors,
ambulances, medicines
and other essential items.
That’s why the local
hospitals have been able
to handle such a huge
number of injured
persons at one time,” the
Principal Secretary Shri
Sharma said.
The State Government
did not stop after the
rescue operation and
admitted the injured in
the hospitals. The State
Government is now in a
mission mode to
handover the bodies to
their family members
and send them home
safely and free of cost.
The state government
will bear the
transportation cost of
bodies of the triple train
accident victims to
different states, Chief
Secretary Pradeep

Kumar Jena said,
Monday.
He said 170 bodies out of
275 have so far been
identified in Balasore
and Bhubaneswar.
Shri Jena said,
“Arrangements for free
transportation of the
bodies by hearses to
various destinations will
be done to help the
bereaved families.”
He added that death
certificates will be
provided at the earliest
and will be sent
electronically or through
Speed Post to the
families of the deceased.
The State Government
has announced two toll-
free numbers –
18003450061/1929 – to
help those looking for
their missing relatives
who were travelling in
the ill-fated Coromandel
Express June 2.
He said people from
across the country can
dial the numbers to know
about the deceased and
injured.
People coming to
Bhubaneswar in
connection with the train

accident are being helped
by officials at the airport
and railway station.
Photographs of dead
passengers have been
uploaded on
s r c o d i s h a . n i c . I n ,
bmc.gov.In and
osdma.org for
identification.
Also 5 large containers
with 40 capacity of each
storage are kept standby
at AIIMS. Already 3
containers have arrived
on the campus of the
national institute, he
added.
The State Government
has set up help desks at
each hospital and each
mortuary and officials are
extending all required
help to the victims and
their family members,
said Development
Commissioner Anu Garg.
“We are showing them
pictures of bodies and
also a list of passengers
undergoing treatment in
different hospitals. If
someone found their
loved one is under
treatment in a hospital,
we take them to the
concerned hospital.
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SBI now offers Real Time
Xpress Credit on YONO app
Mumbai : With an aim to digitally empower
customers and offer additional convenience, the
country’s largest lender, State Bank of India (SBI)
has announced the introduction of Real Time Xpress
Credit (RTXC) on YONO. The bank’s flagship
personal loan product for salaried customers – Xpress
Credit has a Digital Avatar now. Customers can now
avail RTXC from the comfort of their homes through
YONO – which is going to be 100% paperless and
digital. The end-to-end 8 step journey would be easy
and instant for the customers.

UnderReal Time Xpress Credit, Central/ State
Government and Defence salaried customers of SBI
will no longer be required to visit the branch for
availing a personal loan. The credit checks,
eligibility, sanction & documentation will now be
done digitally in real-time.

Shri Dinesh Khara, Chairman, SBI said, “We are
pleased to introduce Real Time Xpress Credit
(RTXC) Loan facility for our eligible salaried
customers on YONO.The Xpress Credit product will
enable our customers to experience adigital, hassle-
free, and paperless loan process. We at SBI constantly
endeavour to offer technology-led enhanced digital
banking experience to the customers in order to
simplify banking.”Thedigitalization of Xpress Credit
delivery will also help the bank to do away with
theneed to handle and store enormous paperwork.

well as professionals are
prioritizing safety,
accessibility and ease of
travel while
accomplishing their life
and career goals. Ease of
accessibility to exam
centers is expected to
improve a candidate
journey through the
program and reduce
costs associated with
travelling to take exams.
.

The CFA Charter
continues to be the global
gold standard for
professionals aspiring to
work in the investment
management industry.
We constantly work to
make the CFA Program
affordable, accessible,
meritocratic and
relevant. During the
pandemic we moved our
examinations to
Computer Based Testing
from Paper Based Exams
and started offering
examinations four times
in a year. By expanding
of our test center

network, we are taking
one more step to bring
the CFA Program within
the reach of aspiring
professionals and
students in India.” Said
Arati Porwal, Director
Society Relations at CFA
Institute in India.

India has a robust
banking, insurance and
investment industry It
has a diversified
financial sector
undergoing rapid
expansion, both in terms
of strong growth of
existing financial
services firms and new
entities entering the
market. With such rapid
expansion, there is a
growing demand for
professionals with
relevant competencies
and high standards of
ethics.  The CFA Institute
works closely with the
industry and regulators
to support an inclusive
and secure financial
services industry in
India.

Experience the best-in-class customer services at
11 new Alpha Service Centers across India

ATLAS OF AFFLUENCE - INDIA’S FIRST EVER WHITE
PAPER ON LUXURY LAUNCHED AS A YEARLY FEATURE

Imager cleaning and
firmware updates and
220+ collection centers
pan India.

The service centers
are equipped with
necessary jigs and tools
to deliver best quality
repair of Alpha camera
body, Camera Lens,
Professional Cameras
and other digital imaging
products like Digital Still
Cameras and
Camcorders. Customers
can also avail instant
services for basic supports
like CCD Imager cleaning
and getting the latest
firmware update to enjoy
best performance from
their products. The
friendly customer care
staff at these service
centers will help
customers to register their
in-warranty products on

Sony Alpha Community
portal to enable them avail
free of cost additional one
year warranty on
applicable products.

Speaking on the
occasion, Mr. Mukesh
Srivastava, Head of
Digital Imaging Business
at Sony India, said, “By
supporting and assisting
partners in local markets,
Sony aims to ensure
customers receive
exceptional service and
satisfaction along with
quicker and faster
turnaround at all outlets
across the country. The
new service centers will
offer customers a
seamless experience
across multiple touch-
points to provide a
consistent brand
experience that surpasses
expectations.”

Blenders Pride Fashion Nights
arrives in Bhubaneswar

Bhubaneswar : Blenders Pride Fashion Nights, a
unique travelling experiential property, arrived in the
City of Temples – Bhubaneswar – celebrating the
authentic sprit of the city through fashion and style.
A spirit that echoes with Pride and inspires the
creators of today to become icons of
tomorrow.Bhubaneswar’s‘Made of Artistic Flair’
edition for Blenders Pride Fashion Nights, brought
together an eclectic evening that blended fashion,
culture and dance, celebrating a symbolic
amalgamation of homegrown artistry and the
unwavering spirit of local talent.

Exemplifying the region’s signature weave
through a curated evening at the majestic Vivanta,
Bhubaneswar, DC Square was Odia designer
Sabyasachi Satpathy, whose intricately crafted
ensembles drew inspiration from the multicultural
city and its colourful history.In a true celebration of
Odisha’s distinct and masterful craftsmanship, the
show was elevated with a captivating performance
by the Prince Dance Group– from the small Odisha
town of Berhampur – widely lauded for their artistry.
The show drew to a finale with none other than actor
Diana Penty, who captivated the audience in a
beautiful ensemble by the designer. The “Made of
Artistic Flair” edition of Blenders Pride Fashion
Nights was a beautiful embodiment of the rich craft
and cultural heritage of the city in a modern and
contemporary setting.

Taking us on a ‘Jatra’ – The Journey of a Young
Woman – theshow encapsulated the journey of a
woman from post adolescence to her nuptials,
navigating the various challenges, trials and
significant moments that come her way.The
enigmatic journey was captured through the array
of colours and textiles that Odisha Bandha/Ikkat
offers. Truly encapsulating the spirit of ‘Made of
Pride’, the designer made use of Odisha weave,
which is sustainable, hand-woven, organic and a
homegrown initiative of design, painstakingly woven
by the weavers of Odisha. The upbeat set was a
composition designed to narrate the spirit of
Bhubaneswar along with the flair of the designer.
The evening was attended by the city’s A-listers&
influencers. The fashion walk truly left the guests
mesmerized and engaged.

Through this unique showcase of Pride
encompassing diverse talent across creative fields,
Blenders Pride Fashion Nights 2022, encourages
everyone, especially youth at large to celebrate &take
pride in their authentic and individual journeys. The
evening spotlighted individuals whotake Pride in
their choices, are comfortable in their skin and, most
importantly, embrace their authentic selves – truly
living a life that is ‘Made of Pride’.

the first such wide and
deep white paper from
India that dissects
consumer behaviour
studied through the
prism of luxury.
A collective reflection on
what affluence means in
India spiked during the
two years of the
pandemic. Charting the
post-pandemic market
and the clearly altered
consumer mindset
through a specially
commissioned study

across six cities and
markets of India, AOA
2022 has been published
as a book with
e x c l u s i v e l y
commissioned artworks.
This study uses the time
graph of “pre-
pandemic” and “post-
pandemic” months to
specify a comparative
matrix. It also helps
debunk long-held ideas
about what affluence
and luxury have meant
to Indians.

CFA Institute in India Expands Student Accessibility
with a New Exam Center in Bhubaneswar

Bhubaneswar : CFA
Institute, the professional
body for excellence and
thought leadership in
finance, has opened
registrations for their
upcoming February 2023
intake. Additionally, with
the rising demand to
increase candidate
accessibility and
convenience, the
institute will have 4 new
exam centers in Kochi,
C h a n d i g a r h ,
Bhubaneshwar and
Guwahati for the CFA
Program. These centers
will take the total number
of test center cities for
the CFA exam to 16
across India and over 400
worldwide.

The recent CFA
Institute Investor Trust
survey showed that
Indians place a high level
of trust on the potential
growth in job
opportunities in the
financial services sector.
However, In the post-
pandemic era, students as

Bhubaneswar : Sony
India is expanding its
Alpha Service Network
across 11 cities in India
including Mumbai,
Coimbatore, Jaipur,
Pune, Hyderabad,
A h m e d a b a d ,
Trivandrum, Chennai,
Indore, Bhubaneshwar
and Guwahati. This is
expansion for Alpha
Camera body and lens
repairs facilities is a
testament to the brand's
continued dedication to
customer satisfaction.
Sony now has the widest
service network of after
sales support for Digital
Imaging products with 8
service centers for lens
repairs,18 service centers
for Alpha Camera Body
repair, 40+ service
centers which can offer
basic services like CCD

Mumbai: Amidst leading
luminaries of industries
spanning across the
business of luxury, the
Atlas of Affluence
(AOA) 2022 has been
launched in Mumbai.
Created by The Voice of
Fashion (TVOF), a
division of Reliance
Brands Limited, the daily
digital magazine that
tracks and leads
conversations on Indian
fashion, design, crafts
and retail, AOA 2022, is

NSDL launches “Market ka Eklavya- Express”
in 75 cities to mark 75 years of Independence

Mumbai:India’s largest
depository, National
Securities Depository
Limited (NSDL)
launched ‘Market ka
Eklavya– Express’, an
online investment
awareness program for
students that will be
conducted in 8 different
languages including
Hindi.The program
would serve as a
beginner’s guide for
investing for the youth.

To mark the
significance of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, an

initiative of Government
of India to celebrate 75
years of
independenceand the
glorious history of our
people, culture and
achievements, NSDL
has launched a new
init iat ive towards
investor awareness
‘Market Ka Eklavya -
Express’across 75
cities, especially aimed
at the college students
who would very soon
be entering the phase
where they would start
earning and naturally,

look for avenues of
investment.

Earlier this month,
Market ka Eklavya (5-
hours program) was
launched by the
hon’ble Finance
Minister of India, Smt.
Nirmala Sitharaman at
the silver jubilee event
of NSDL.

On the launch of the
initiative Ms. Padmaja
Chunduru,  MD &
CEO, NSDL said,
"Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav is a special
initiative launched by

our Prime Minister to
celebrate and
commemorate 75 years
of India 's
Independence.  Our
program has been
particularly aimed to
create awareness about
the financial markets to
the young minds who
will be the future of our
country. In this Amrit
Kaal, our digital
education initiative
focuses on building a
path towards Financial
Freedom for our youth,
symbolizing the spirit of

Atmanirbhar Bharat.”
Students across India

willbenefit from this
program as it does not
restrict to just an area of
the population.The
program will be
conducted for 1 hour
andmainly educate the
students on
demystifying the
jargons, 3I’s – types of
Income;Inflation and its
impact, types of
Investment; 3S – Start
early- Power of
Compounding, Spread
wide, Stay long etc.

Jindal Stainless signs MoU with SCTEVT, Odisha to
train future-ready stainless steel professionals

Bhubaneswar: Odisha’s
State Council for
Technical Education &
Vocational Training
(SCTEVT) today signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Jindal Stainless to
promote technical
education in the field of
stainless steel and its
various applications.
Under this MoU,
stainless steel courses
will be introduced in all
the Polytechnic colleges
in Odisha from June
2022. The MoU was
signed byVice Chairman,

SCTE&VT, Shri Reghu
G (IAS) and Unit Head,
Jindal Stainless Limited
(JSL), Shri Deepak
Agrawal. Dignitaries
present at the ceremony
i n c l u d e d C h a i r m a n ,
SCTE&VT and Principal
Secretary to
G o v e r n m e n t , S k i l l
Development and
Technical Education
(SDTE) and Industries
Departments, Shri Hemant
Sharma (IAS); Additional
Secretary, SDTE, Govt of
Odisha, Shri Tapan
Satpathy (OAS); Resident
Director, JSL, Mr SS

Upadhyay, and General
Manager, Sales &
Distribution, Mr Ranit
Rana.
Commending the
development,Chairman,
SCTEV&T and Principal
Secretary to Government,
SDTE and Industries
Departments, Shri Hemant
Sharma (IAS) said,“This
collaboration with Jindal
Stainless will enhance the
learning experience for
students and faculty both,
as it will give them insights
about and practical
exposure to the stainless
steel industry.

Celebrating World Environment
Day at Jindal Stainless
 Kalingnagar (Sapan
Kar):- Hundreds of
employees of Jindal
Stainless, India's largest
stainless steel producer,
participated in a plastic
waste collection drive
organized at corporate
offices and
manufacturing plants in
Hisar and Jajpur
yesterday to celebrate
World Environment Day.
Through this initiative in
association with Green
Dream Foundation, the
company aims to draw
attention and spread
awareness about its
sustainability initiatives
and responsible waste
management practices
and continuous efforts to
reduce plastic waste.
Informing about the
initiative, Mr. Abhyuday
Jindal , Managing
Director Jindal Stainless
said, “I am happy to have
completed the second
edition of our company's
plastic waste collection
drive, which was

extended to our factories
this year and resulted in
the collection of over two
tonnes of plastic waste.
At Jindal Stainless, our
commitment to
sustainability drives our
work and further
strengthens our efforts
to make a positive
difference in society.As
a pioneer in the Indian
stainless steel industry,
we are dedicated to

leaving a lasting and
positive impact on the
future. "
 More than 15
employees participated
in yesterday's plastic
collection drive More
than 1100 kg of plastic
waste was collected
from Jajpur, more than
750 kg from Hisar and
around 150 kg from
corporate office in
Gurgaon.

Celebrating World Environment Day on
behalf of Tata Steel Kalinganagar

Dangadi :- Reiterating
its commitment to
create a sustainable
future and under the
theme of 'Beat the
Plastic' announced by
the United Nations,
Tata Steel
Killingnagar (TS)
celebrated World
Environment Day
with a large number
of tree plantations at
its Killingnagar plant
in Jajpur district on
Monday.
More than 25,000
saplings have been
planted at various
locations in the
factory premises as
part of the
Environment Day
celebrations. Apart
from large number of
tree plantations,
drawing and essay
competitions among

school children and
awareness programs
for employees, slogan
and quiz competitions
were organized to
create awareness on
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability. Along
with this, 650 fruit
bearing saplings were
distributed among the
nearby community
members and a plastic
cleanup campaign
was organized in the
factory premises and
surrounding areas. On
this occasion, TS Vice
President (Operation)
Rajeev Kumar
inaugurated a "Herbal
and Spice Garden" at
Plot-2 of
K a l i n g a n a g a r
Training Centre. TSK
Head (Mechanical
M a i n t e n a n c e )
Shankar Manani,

Head (Electrical
Maintenance) Ajith
Kara, Head Electrical
Maintenance (CSE &
ARMH) Pankaj
Bhure, Head-Utilities
& Power Systems
Padip Chakraborty,
Head Security
Prakash Sanjay and
other senior officials
of Tata Steel
Kalinganagar were
present on the
occasion. The officers
were present. This
garden contains 120
types of herbal and 14
types of spices. The
Environment Day
celebrations concluded
with a mega event
organized at the training
center auditorium where
certificates and gifts
were awarded to the
winners of various
competitions.
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Uncapped Shahadat blends in
after maiden training session
Dhaka:Bangladesh's

new batting prodigy
Shahadat Hossain Dipu
certainly looked to be on
his own as he joined the
national training camp
for the first time in his
career at the Sher-e-
Bangla National
Stadium on Monday.

Former Bangladesh
Test skipper Mominul
Haque took him under

his wings considering
he knows him from his
childhood as they are
both from the same
region. Shahadat,
known to be quite
reserved, managed to
make Chandika
Hathurusingha notice
him with a fluent drive
against a pacer. He
already has a reputation
in the domestic circuit
for handling the slower
bowlers.

H a t h u r u s i n g h a
applauded the young
right-hander after he
completed his maiden
net session and he will
certainly now feel
confident that he
belongs at this level.
Shahadat certainly
knows by now what the
national dressing room
looks like considering a
couple of his Under-19
World Cup winning
team mates have played
at the senior level that
includes Shoriful Islam,
Shamim Patwary,
Towhid Hridoy among
others.

Shahadat made his
first-class debut in 2021
and so far scored 1265
runs from 20 games with
two hundreds and 10
half-centuries. He
caught the eye with his
half century against
India A in Sylhet as he
scored 109 runs in two
innings during the
second four-day match
against them in

December last year.
He also made an

impression in the last
edition of the Dhaka
Premier League,
country's traditional list
A tournament, for Prime
Bank Cricket Club
scoring 480 runs in 13
innings with an average
of 36.92 including one
hundred and one fifty.
He was the highest
scorer for Prime Bank
Cricket Club.

However, Shahadat
showed his real
temperament in the
second game of the
three-match series
against West Indies A
scoring successive half
centuries to make a
strong claim for the Test
squad. "I want to play as
per the situation.
Everyone talks about
skill but I feel you need
to be mentally strong to
do well here," Shahadat
told reporters at the
Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium on Monday.

"They (West Indies A
pacers) were a bit

difficult because
everyone had
experience and
everyone is an
international cricketer
who played for West
Indies. There were good
bowlers in India A as
well so what I feel is that
you need to be patient
and mentally strong and
if that is there you can
adjust."

Shahadat believes
that playing against
Taskin Ahmed and
Ebadat Hossain in the
domestic circuit helped
him handle West Indies.
"I have played pace
earlier and Taskin bhai
and Ebadat bhai bowls
in the similar pace (like
what I have faced
against West Indies A)
and so the opponent
did not look to be too
difficult," he said

While pointing out
that he isn't too worried
about the extreme heat,
Shahadat was
confident of playing
each ball on merit and
not put too much
pressure on himself if
given an opportunity.
"If I get a chance I will
try to play normal
cricket and I always try
to play according to the
ball," he said. "Not
worried who is my
opponent and whom I
am facing and so I will
try to play according to
the ball and nothing
more than that."

Smith 'slightly concerned' about Test cricket's future
N e w D e l h i : St e v e

Smith has said that he is
"slightly concerned"
about the future of Test
cricket amidst
expanding footprint for
franchise-based leagues
around the world and
urged the cricket boards
to keep the format at the
forefront.

Speaking in the lead-
up to the World Test
Championship final,
ICC's biennial
showpiece event for
red-ball cricket, the
Australia batter said that
he still thinks that Test
cricket is in a "good
place" at the moment
but hoped the format
stayed alive and kicking
in the time to come.

"Yeah, I am slightly
concerned," Smith said.
"But yeah, hopefully
Test Cricket still stays
alive and well. I think
it's in a good place at the
moment. In terms of
some of the games we've
seen recently have been
pretty amazing. So,
yeah, for me as a, I
suppose, a traditionalist,

someone that loves Test
cricket, I hope it still
remains at the front of
all the board's minds and
stays alive and well for
some time to come."

Smith also spoke
about how important
this WTC final is to him
and his team, and how
it adds a bit of
"relevance" to the
format.

"Oh, I mean it's
really important. I think
the World Test

Championship now,
having the two best
teams play in a final, I
think that's great. It adds
a little bit more
relevance, I suppose, to
Test cricket. So it's what
we all work towards for
a couple of years. And
this week should be an
exciting one and yeah
the guys are looking
forward to it."

But how does a WTC
final compare to the
buildups for ODI and

T20 World Cups, both of
which Smith has played
in?

"Yeah, I'm not really
sure. I haven't thought
too much about it in that
aspect. It's obviously
been a good couple of
years of Test cricket and
to play in a final of the
World Test
Championship is pretty
special. But yeah, I don't
know, until we sort of go
out there and get started,
I don't know how it'll

feel. But it's been a
good build up the last
few days. We've had
some good days
training down in
Beckenham and we get
to have a hit at the Oval
today and tomorrow.
So, we're looking
forward to that. But
yeah, it should be a
really good week,"
Smith said.

Australia have lost
the last four Border-
Gavaskar series to
India, the latest one
being back in India
where spin dominated
proceedings. But come
the WTC final in the
UK, Australia will also
have to take into
account India's very
potent seam bowling
attack, something that
Smith acknowledged
too."I think they've got
a good mix obviously
of quality seam
bowlers. Shami and
Siraj, probably their
two main guys who
have really good skills
and I think the Dukes
ball suits them nicely.

Ishan Kishan chats with Rohit Sharma as Mohammed Shami looks

Stokes impressed with Tongue's versatility
L o n d a n : B e n

Stokes seemed a happy
man while talking
about England's latest
debutant Josh Tongue
who had a fine start to
international cricket
with a fifer in the
second innings.
Tongue was a surprise
addition to the squad
as Stokes and the
management stressed
on the need for a pace-
filled enforcer in the
seam attack. The 25-
year-old's methods
with the ball at
different stages in the
game have certainly
gone down well with
Stokes.

"I told him the role
that I saw him playing
in this team as our
third seamer, and used
him in a way to get
different types of
spells out of one
bowler," Stokes added.

"His first spell, he
came on and bowled
really well pitching
the ball up. Then we
looked to use his pace
to use him as the
aggressor when we
needed to and the
wicket got a bit flat.
For him to show he's
more than one type of
bowler does us the
world of good as a
team going forward,
knowing we've found
someone else who can
fulfil the role of the
guys with the extra
pace"

With Jofra Archer
ruled out for the
immediate future and
Mark Wood battling
fitness concerns,
England have been on
the lookout for a fast
bowler with extra
pace, particularly
given the sameness of
their pace attack

otherwise. In short,
they've needed an
enforcer who'd add the
cutting edge to their
bowling attack,
particularly when the
surfaces aren't
offering much for the
batters.

While a Test match
in England isn't the
right sample to judge
this, Tongue did do the
basics well.  Apart
from having good
pace, Tongue is also
blessed with
w o r k h o r s e - l i k e
qualities as he has the
fitness to bowl long
spells. It is a quality
that 's seldom found
with genuine pacers
and Stokes was lavish
in his praise for the
debutant.

"Bowling the long
spell yesterday and
two long spells today,
I wasn't quite sure of

how to manage him so
early on," said Stokes.
"But I was very, very
impressed with the way
he just said yes to the
plans I wanted him to
operate under."

While Tongue's
form in the County
Championship th i s
season  has  been
underwhelming, he's
always been a pacer
who has  made  the

England management
s i t  up  and  take
notice. There is one
big achievement that
Tongue  unlocked
during the domestic
season ,  one  tha t

bowlers  across  the
world will envy him
for  -  ge t t ing  the
wicke t  o f  Steve
Smith.

Wi th  the  Ashes
around the  corner,
th i s  i s  a  def in i te
boos t  to  h i s  CV,
a l though he  sure ly
wasn't picked in the
XI  for  tha t  a lone .
With a tall frame to
work  wi th ,  Tongue
has  the  ab i l i ty  to
genera te  ex t ra
bounce ,  tha t  too  a t
high pace and it is a
combination that can
pose a threat for the
bes t  o f  p layers .
However,  the  f i r s t
innings didn't exactly
go to plan for Tongue
who was  jus t ly
rewarded  in  the
second essay.

"He was  very
unlucky not to get a
wicke t  in  the  f i r s t

inn ings  bu t  he
definitely reaped the
rewards  [ in  the
second] ,"  Stokes
sa id .  "The  way he
bowled  cont r ibuted
to the five wickets he
got  in  tha t  inn ings
because  they  were
already on the back
foot  aga ins t  h im,
knowing he's got that
extra bit of pace. He
can bowl 90mph full
and short, so he was
sort of one step ahead
in the second innings
already because of
how he bowled in the
first innings."

"I kept it simple,"
Stokes said.  "I  told
him to just run in and
do what you do - and
then I'll worry about
the rest of the stuff.
Let the lad go out and
bowl in the way that's
got  him here in the
first place."


