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Bhubaneswar to host Odisha FoodPro meet on July 21
BHUBANESWAR(KCN):  In the run up to
the third edition of Make-in-Odisha, the State
government is going to host Odisha FoodPro
2022 on July 21 to draw more investments,
new skills and technologies into the food pro-
cessing ecosystem.
The unique gathering of investors, manufac-
turers, producers, food processors, startups
and policy makers will extend better expo-
sure to SHGs, Farmer Producer

Organisations (FPOs), cooperatives and in-
dividual units involved in food processing ac-
tivities.
Launching the teaser video of Odisha
FoodPro 2022, Minister for Industries and
MSME Pratap Keshari Deb stressed on the
continuous effort of the government to fos-
ter the food processing sector in the State.
"We have been successful in creating a hun-
ger free society and doubling farm income.
Now we want to create a chain from the
ground to promote farm produce globally and
uplift farmers and women SHGs through
events like FoodPro," he said.
The Minister emphasised on bringing in large

scale investments from various sources,
which will lead to inclusive growth of the
sector as well as generate more employment.
Principal Secretary of MSME department
Ranjana Chopra highlighted the roadmap of
the food processing sector the State is going
to adopt in the upcoming years. She showed
optimism on Odisha becoming a key hub in
the country in food processing in near future
and a destined global hub in the eastern part

of the world.
Seeking private in-
vestments for devel-
opment of food pro-
cessing infrastruc-
ture in the State, Ag-
riculture Production
Commissioner-cum-
ACS Sanjeev Chopra
said Odisha has the
potential to become
one of the best states
for large scale food

processing units.
"But surprisingly only around 650 units have
been set up under Mukhyamantri Krushi
Udyog Yojana in last four years, which is not
a good sign for a State like Odisha," he said
and urged local entrepreneurs to take the ad-
vantage of the scheme and different agro poli-
cies.    A brief interactive session was held
among entrepreneurs from all categories like
micro entrepreneurs, prominent industrialists
and SHGs. Executive Chairman of Startup
Odisha Dr Omkar Rai, Principal Secretary of
Industries department Hemant Sharma and
IPICOL MD Bhupendra Singh Poonia were
also present.

Amit Shah's genius behind BJP poll successes:
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
BHUBANESWAR(KCN): Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Monday
credited party senior and Union Minister for
Home Affairs Amit Shah for taking the BJP
to new heights and hailed his untiring efforts
to build a strong and secure nation.

Releasing the a book titled 'Amit Shah O BJP
ra Yatra', the Odia translation of 'Amit Shah
and the March of BJP' authored by Anirban
Ganguli and Shiwananda Dwivedi, at a func-
tion here, Pradhan described Shah as an
organisation man, a strategist par excellence
and the architect behind BJP's historic elec-
toral victories in 2019.
Sharing some of his personal experience with
Shah, Pradhan said the former has a nerve of
steel which he displayed by repealing the con-
tentious Article 370 of the Constitution.
Narrating the incidents prior to the modifi-
cation of the controversial Article 370,
Pradhan said Prime Minister Narendra Modi

advised Shah to consult noted Constitutional
lawyer and former Minister Arun Jaitely on
the matter.
“I accompanied Shah to meet Jaitely who was
hospitalised then. On hearing the subject from
Shah, he said are you mad?’’ You don’t have

the requisite two-
third majority. How it
will be possible,”
Pradhan recounted. A
determined Shah told
Jaitely that a subsec-
tion of the Article al-
lows suspension of
special provisions
and this can be pos-
sible with simple ma-
jority.
Pradhan who has been

aggressively propounding to recognise the
Paika rebellion in 1817 as the first war of

Independence said Shah has assured to do the

needful and all requisite historical records

and evidence have been provided to him in

this connection.

BJD MLA and Sambad Editor Soumya Ranjan

Patnaik said the book on Shah is a fitting trib-

ute to the man who changed the political land-

scape by making politics a 24x7 job. Emi-

nent journalist and former MP Swapan

Dasgupta, authors Ganguly and Dwivedi and

publisher of the book Praveen Tiwari also

gave insights into the book.

Tributes paid to deceased Odia photojournalist Ashok Panda
BHUBANESWAR(KCN):
Members of differ-

ent political parties
and media fraternity
on Monday paid rich
tributes to photo-
journalist Ashok

Panda who died in a
road accident when

he was on his way to
cover Rath Yatra in
Puri. A Sradhanjali
sabha was organised
by Odia daily

'Samaya'.
Speaking on the oc-
casion, chairman of
Samaya management
committee Chiranjib
Biswal said Panda
was a skilled, dedi-
cated and honest pho-
tojournalist. Biswal
also announced all
support to Panda’s
family on behalf of
Samaya.
Mayor Sulochana
Das who paid tribute
to the veteran pho-

tojournalist raised
apprehensions over
the rising road acci-
dents in the State. She
also assured possible
government support
for his family. BJP
state unit president
Samir Mohanty,
former minister
Panchanan Kanungo,
MLA Amar Satpathy
and former MLA
Prabhat Tripathy were
also present at the
memorial service.

'Short-cut politics can result in short-circuit
of nation': PM Modi attacks Opposition
DEOGHAR(KCN): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday cautioned against "short-cut poli-
tics" based on populist measures, which he said

can lead to "short-circuit" of a nation.
Addressing a rally of the BJP here after inaugurat-
ing and laying foundation stones of projects worth
over Rs 16,800 crore, the PM said there is no al-
ternative for hard work and those who indulge in
"short-cut politics" would not have got such projects
done.
Modi also said India is a land of faith and spiritual-
ity, and pilgrimages shaped "us as a better society
and country", as he spoke at the public meeting,
held ahead of the auspicious 'Shravani Mela'.

"The government is making investments to provide
modern infrastructure at the places associated with
faith, spirituality and historical importance," he said,

referring to Ayodhya,
Kashi Vishawnath and
Baba Baidyanath temple
here.
Urging people to refrain
from politics based on
populist measures, Modi
said it is a challenge be-
fore the country.
"The country faces a
major challenge of short-
cut politics, but it is a big
truth that the country
whose politics is based
on it can have short-cir-
cuit. It can destroy a

country," Modi said.
"It is very easy to get votes from people by taking
populist measures, adopting short-cut politics with-
out thinking about far-reaching consequences," the
PM said.
Underlining that countrymen have to take India to
newer heights as it approaches 100 years of Inde-
pendence, Modi said it can be achieved by hard
work alone.
He said those who practice "short-cut politics"
would not work hard to CONTINUED ON: P-7

2.65L Cr Budget by 2025-26
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
The annual budget
size of the State is
estimated to reach
around Rs 2.65 lakh
crore in the financial
year 2025-26, as per
a medium-term fiscal
framework (MTFF)
developed by the De-
partment of Finance.
The Department of
Finance(DoF), in
consultation with the
IMF’s South Asia Re-
gional Training and
Technical Assistance
Center, has devel-
oped the MTFF to
support annual bud-
get formulation and
medium-term fiscal

planning to
strengthen Odisha’s
public finances and
the credibility of the
budget process.

MTFF is a set of
forecasting and ana-
lytical processes
that enable the State
to prepare macro-

economic and fiscal
projections for a
three-year period.
These projections
are based on assump-

tions concerning glo-
bal, national and local
conditions, said a se-
nior official of the
State Government.

The Fiscal Strategy
Paper submitted to
the Odisha Legisla-
tive Assembly re-
cently points out that

the framework takes
into account vari-
ables such as global
economic growth,
CONTINUED ON: P-7

Maha Lakshmi Offered Rasagolla
Puri(KCN):Rasagolla
Diwas celebrated
across the State on
Tuesday marking the
Trinity- Lord
Balabhadra, Devi
Subhadra and Lord
Jagannath along with
Sundarshana, returning
to the main temple after
9-days Ratha Jatra, in a
ritual called “Niladri
Bije.”
On Niladri Bije, ac-
cording to legends,
Maha Lakshmi, the con-
sort of Lord Jagannath,
gets angry as she was
left out in the 12th cen-
tury shrine alone and
was not taken on Rath
Jatra to the Shri
Gundicha temple.
An angry Maha

Lakshmi though al-

lowed elder brother

Lord Balabhadra and

sister-in-law Devi

Subhadra and Lord
Sudarshana into the
temple, she closed the
main gate for Lord
Jagannath.
“In order to convince
Maha Lakshmi, Lord
Jagannath offers
Rasagolla (sweet dish
made of milk cheese)
and requests her to for-
give him for not taking
her in the Ratha Jatra,”
said Asit Mohanty.
Mr.Mohanty, who was
also instrumental in col-
lecting evidence sup-
porting Rasogolla’s ori-
gin in the Puri Temple as
the sweet dish is offered
to the deities as “bhog”
since centuries.
He said: “In earlier

Maha Lakshmi
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Kolkata(KCN): Manipal Hospital
Yeshwanthpur, Bangalore organized a

Healthcare Clinic for the people of
Berhampore, Murshidabad. The Clinic was
held at Murshidabad Information Centre,
Care Point, Gorabazar in Berhampore. This
is yet another patient-centric initiative taken
by Manipal Hospital Yeshwanthpur, Bangalore
to empower patients with access to quality
healthcare services in Murshidabad.
The Clinic was led by Dr. Raghuram G, MBBS,
DNB from Neuro & Spine Surgery Depart-
ment, Dr. Girish PV, MBBS, MD, DM from
Gastroenterology Department and Dr. Md.
Basheeruddin, MBBS, MS, MCH from On-
cology Department of Manipal Hospital
Yeshwanthpur, Bangalore. Hundreds of Pat-
ents attended the clinic to take first hand in-
formation from the expert doctors.
The Doctors also organized an awareness ses-
sion on healthy lifestyle, nutrition and dif-

Hundreds of Patents attended the clinic to
take first hand information from the doctors

ferent types of issues related to Neuro &
Spine, Gastroenterology and Cancer.

The next Clinic on
Cardiology and Or-
thopedic will be held
on 16th July 2022 at
Care Point,
Gorabazar in
Berhampore. Dr.
Chirag D. MBBS,
MD, DM from the
Cardiology Depart-
ment and Dr. Kiran
Chouka, MBBS, MS,
MCH from the Or-
thopedic Department
of Manipal Hospital
Yeshwanthpur, Banga-
lore will be present to
conduct the clinic.
The Clinic aims to
provide the residents
of Berhampore and
its adjoining areas a

complete solution regarding health-related
queries, offering the very best of services
close at hand. The expert consultation will
also help to save precious time for patients
by minimizing the distance that one will oth-
erwise have to travel to Kolkata for acquir-
ing the same. About Manipal Hospitals:
Manipal Hospitals is one of India's foremost
multi-specialty healthcare providers catering
to both Indian and international patients. We
are a part of the Manipal Education and Medi-
cal Group (MEMG), a leader in the areas of
education and healthcare. With more than
7500 operational beds, our commitment to
the overall well-being of an individual is at
the core of everything we do. Through our
network of hospitals and experienced team
of medical professionals, we provide quality
and affordable healthcare to everyone.

Kolkata (KCN): In the backdrop of several
mega programmes that occur across the

globe, in India, and closer near home ---- at

and near  Kolkata, some small silent revolu-
tions also take shape.
Such as the dynamic and conscious humane
cultural foundations being laid by Oddissi
dance guru  Ms Monalisa Ghosh.
These  aim at positive transformations of the
moral, social, and cultural faculties of man-
kind in general in a world of disharmony !
Kalajyoti is one such effort unique in its cat-
egory.
Kalajyoti was established in the year 2000 in

Monalisa Ghosh:Welcome to Kalajyoti- A Traditional oddisi Gurukul
South 24 Parganas, Rajpur, west Bengal. An
Indian traditional ‘kul’ (home) of the ‘guru’

(teacher), was built

close to the city of
Kolkata, the City of
Joy so that students
are trained in-house
in natural surround-
ings on Dance, Vocal,
Percussion, Sanskrit
Language, Yoga, and
Aesthetics irrespec-
tive of Creed, Caste
or Religion .
Sharing her kalajyoti
dream Oddissi dance
guru Ms Monalisa
Ghosh (who has been
promoting Oddissi in
India and in Foreign
lands for several de-
cades) said,''These
children have no op-
portunity to learn In-
dian Classical dance
Today it was a great
joy to do a lecture
demonstration and
teach dance to the

children of financially deprived school in our
locality.: You will be surprised to know when
I saw the shine in their eyes and asked them
why don't you learn, you are such beautiful
girls,  I   will give you opportunity to learn
without any fees doon-gi,doongi 75 percent
said our father thinks dance is for bad women.
??????? : Every year I organise in several lo-
cal schools where children from lower
middle class families come. : So I realise I
have a huge task on my shoulder.''Journalists can enter schools but not talk to students: Dhenkanal Collector Saroj Sethi

DHENKANAL(KCN):
A day after an order
on entry ban for me-
dia on school cam-

puses sparked a
furore, Dhenkanal
Collector Saroj Sethi
clarified that journal-
ists can enter the pre-
mises but not interact
with students while
classes are under-
way.
If journalists have
any query, they can
put it across to the
school managing
committee but not to
students, he in-
formed.
The order, issued by
the district education

officers (DEO) of
Dhenkanal and
Kendrapara and sub-
sequently by block

education officer
(BEO) of
Kankadahada, snow-
balled into a contro-
versy with the gov-
ernment defending
the move and Oppo-
sition demanding its
immediate rollback.
On July 8, Dhenkanal
DEO Nibedita Pani
issued a letter to
BEOs directing them
to ask headmasters to
restrict media entry
on campuses. Acting
on the order,
Kankadahada BEO

had written to school
headmasters and
stated that FIR
should be lodged

against the
mediaperson in case
of any 'unauthorised'
entry.
On Sunday, the Col-
lector in response
stated that it was ‘un-
ethical’ of journalists
to enter school cam-
puses holding cam-
eras and questioning
students about their
performances which
are humiliating and
discouraging. Justi-
fying the DEO’s let-
ter, Sethy said stu-
dents can take any

wrong step in case of
facing humiliation
during media inter-
action.

However, after back-
lash from different
q u a r t e r s ,
Kankadahada BEO
issued a letter once
again to all school
headmasters inform-
ing them that media
entry ban order has
been withdrawn. The
order was withdrawn
as per the instruction
of the Collector dur-
ing a joint public
grievance redressal
meeting held at
K a n k a d a h a d a
Panchayat Samiti Of-
fice, he informed.

Odisha to approach Centre seeking free pre-
caution COVID dose for 18-59 age group
BHUBANESWAR(KCN): With resurgence in
COVID cases and low booster vaccine offtake
among adults in the State, the Odisha government
is mulling to approach the Centre for implementing
free precaution dose for 18-59 years age group to
ensure inoculation compliance.

Principal Secretary of Health and Family Welfare
department NB Dhal on Monday said that a highlevel
meeting on the COVID situation and vaccination
status in the State will be held soon and if needed,
the issue of free precaution dose to all adults will
be taken up with the Centre.
"Now the precaution dose is being administered to
healthcare and frontline workers and senior citizens
free of cost. The Ministry of Health has to take a
decision whether the precaution dose will be ad-
ministered free to the 18-59 years age group," he
told mediapersons.
On the rising infections, Dhal said, though the cases
are on the upward spiral in Bhubaneswar, Cuttack,
Rourkela and Puri, the symptoms in most patients
were mild. Around one per cent (pc) of the cases
were in hospital and the remaining 99 per cent were
recovering in home isolation, he said.
In view of the rising trend, the Health Secretary

said that COVID testing was ramped up to 15,000
samples a day from 10,000 about a month ago
and now the plans are afoot to augment it to 25,000
tests per day. Meanwhile, the State reported over
500 cases for the third consecutive day on Mon-
day, pushing the active cases to cross 3,031.

The test positivity rate
jumped to 4.25 per cent
from 3.7 per cent a day
before. Of the 572 fresh
cases, 69 were of the 0-
18 years age group.
While the infection
spread to 25 districts,
Khurda topped with
219 cases, followed by
68 from Cuttack, 63
from Sundargarh, 41
from Sambalpur, 16
from Mayurbhanj, 14
from Angul and 12 each
from Balasore and Puri.

Odisha to move Centre for free booster for 18-59
group
The TPR was 11.17 per cent in Khurda, 9.42 per
cent in Cuttack, 8.41 pc in Sundargarh and 6.38
pc in Puri. Health officials said that the current wave
appears to be less severe compared to the previ-
ous waves of the pandemic.
Director of Public Health Dr Niranjan Mishra said
the rate of hospitalisation at present is extremely
low compared to the last three waves. Of around
3,000 active cases, only 28 required institutional
care and in most cases either people are asymp-
tomatic or the symptoms are not severe as the in-
fection is mostly driven by Omicron variant, he
added.
Around 50 samples from different clusters have
been sent for genome sequencing and the result is
expected on Tuesday.

Odisha government sets October 1 deadline for online transaction of PACS and LAMPS
BHUBANESWAR: Five years after the launch of
an integrated core banking solution (CBS) project
covering all three tiers of short-term cooperative
credit structure, a few Primary Agriculture Coop-
erative Society (PACS) and Large Area Multi-Pur-
pose Cooperative Societies (LAMPS) have not been
able to on-boarded to CBS platform.
The State government has directed the Registrar of
Cooperative Societies (RCS) to complete the pro-
cess of on-boarding of PACS and LAMPS to the
CBS platform by September 30, 2022, so that real-

time transactions could be made from October 1,
2022, the beginning of the Kharif marketing season.
Though the department claimed to have completed
the computerisation of all the 2,710 primary societ-
ies and most of them have successfully completed
the process of migration to the data centre of Odisha
State Cooperative Bank (OSCB), many societies are
internet connectivity issues. The PACS, where data
migration had occurred and the societies have gone
online, are also facing software snags, poor and im-
proper migration of data, and inadequate data on the
system post-migration.
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Appealing to fans' inner writers, Anupam Kher offers autographed
book

NEW DELHI: Ask-
ing his fans to reju-
venate their inner
writers, veteran actor
Anupam Kher, of-
fered them to send
his autographed book
'Your Best Day is To-
day' on Tuesday.
Kher hopped on to
Twitter and shared a
candid picture of
him. Calling on his
fans to give a suitable

caption for the pic-
ture, he wrote "Mujhe
meri ye tasveer
pasand hai. (I like this
picture of mine) I
will send an
autographed copy of
my latest book
#YourBestDayIsToday
to the person whose
caption for this pic I
like the most!"
Adding to the cation,
he noted "Hindi or

English - apka cap-
tion kisi bhi bhasha
me chalega! Chaliye!
Apne andar ke lekhak
ko jagaaiye!! (your
caption will go in any
language! Let's go!
Wake up your inner
writer,) with Hibiscus
smiling face and
heart-shaped smile
emoticon.
Within a few hours of
being posted, fans of

the former Chairman
of Film and Televi-

sion Institute of India
started coming up
with innovative cap-
tions and showcased
their creative skills.
A day ago, the 65-
year-old star shared a
clip of his mother
lauding PM Modi
and scientist's efforts
for the new COVID-
19 vaccines.

Phenomenal experience: Riteish Deshmukh praises Anil Kapoor, Anurag Kashyap's 'AK vs AK'
NEW DELHI(K-
CN): Actor Riteish
Deshmukh lauded
V i k r a m a d i t y a
Motwane's 'AK vs
AK' and termed the

Netflix based film "a
phenomenal experi-
ence".
Deshmukh took to
Twitter to share a
poster of the movie,
which features
Anurag Kashyap and
Anil Kapoor in lead
roles.
"Mind has been

blown!!! #AKvsAK is
a phenomenal expe-
rience -
@VikramMotwane
take a bow my
friend," tweeted

Deshmukh.
He then went on to
heap praise on
Kashyap, Kapoor, and
his actor son
H a r s h v a r d h a n
Kapoor who has a
cameo in the film.
"@anuragkashyap72
how good are you,
@AnilKapoor Sir,

only you could do
this, you are pure
gold in this film but
@HarshKapoor_has
outdone your entire
performance in one

scene," the
'Housefull' actor's
tweet further read.
While Kapoor es-
says the role of a yes-
teryear actor,
Kashyap plays the
role of a disgraced
film director in the
film.
'AK vs AK,' revolves

around the story of a
movie star and a film
director who get into
a public spat, follow-
ing which the direc-
tor retaliates by kid-

napping the actor's
daughter and films
the search for her in
real-time.
The Netflix India
Original film was re-
leased on the plat-
form on December
24, which also hap-
pens to be Anil
Kapoor's birthday.

Aakanksha Singh joins team Mayday
Ajay Devgn’s May-
day has been creating
a massive buzz be-
cause of its interest-

ing star cast, which
includes Amitabh
Bachchan, Ajay
Devgn, Rakul Preet
Singh and Angira
Dhar. Talented ac-
tress, Aakanksha
Singh has now joined
the team.
Aakanksha will es-
saying the role of
Ajay Devgn’s wife in
the film. She joined
the shoot yesterday.
Aakanksha says, “It’s
like a dream come
true to be a part of
such a big and much-
awaited film. I am so
excited to share the
screen with Ajay Sir
and Amitabh Sir; and

the icing on the cake
is that Ajay Sir is di-
recting the film. It’s
actually happening!

It’s an important role
and I am lucky that the
first muhurat shot of
the film had me in it.”
Ajay Devgn took to

social media to an-

nounce that the shoot

had begun yesterday.

“Happy to officially

begin Mayday in a

start-to-finish shoot-

ing schedule. Seek

blessings from the

Almighty and my par-

ents. Nothing is com-

plete without the sup-

port of all my fans,

family and well-

wishers. Releases on

29th April 2022

(sic)” he posted.

SC grants Ekta Kapoor interim protec-
tion from arrest in FIR over web series
NEW DELHI(K-
CN): The Supreme

Court on Thursday
granted interim pro-
tection from arrest
to TV producer Ekta
Kapoor in an FIR
against her for al-

leged objectionable
content in her web

series "XXX season
2".
A bench headed by
Chief Justice SA
Bobde granted in-
terim protection to

Kapoor.
She had moved the
apex court after the
Indore bench of the
Madhya Pradesh
High Court, in No-
vember this year, dis-
missed her petition
seeking that a case
filed against her for
alleged objection-
able content in web
series "XXX season
2" be quashed. The
High Court had dis-
missed a petition of
Kapoor seeking
quashing of a case
registered against her
for alleged obscenity
in a web series pro-
duced by her.

The complainant had
alleged an episode of
the series 'XXX un-
censored' was ob-
scene and caused an-
noyance to him, hurt
his religious feelings
and dishonored the
Army. The case was
registered at the
Annapurna police
station, Indore, under
Sections 294 (Ob-
scene acts and
songs), 298 and 34
(Acts done by several
persons in further-
ance of common in-
tention) of the India
Penal Code and vari-
ous relevant sections
of the IT Act and the
State Emblem Act.

'Wanted to make a film on Indian Army with

Shah Rukh Khan', says Director Kabir Khan
MUMBAI(KCN):

Filmmaker Kabir

Khan, who is

gearing up for the

release of his web

series "The For-

gotten Army:

Azaadi Ke Liye",

based on Indian

National Army

(INA), says he

wanted to make a

film on the subject

starring Shah

Rukh Khan. He

added that Shah

Rukh didn't

charged a fee for

the voiceover he

gave for the se-

ries.

"Shah Rukh has

very graciously

given the

voiceover. The

series is based on

a true story, so

there is an intro-

duction of a few

minutes before

every episode

along with real

footage, where he

has lent his voice.

I talked about it

with Shah Rukh

earlier as well,

when this was a

film script. Back

then, I wanted

Shah Rukh to do

the film. We even

had a few meet-

ings but we

couldn't take it

forward," said

Kabir while pro-

moting the series

along with its

lead actors Sunny

Kaushal and

Sharvari Wagh.

Kabir added that

Shah Rukh didn't

charge a single

paisa for his

voiceover assign-

ment. "When I

was making this

series, I thought I

should ask Shah
Rukh (to be the
narrator) because
Shah Rukh's
father had in-
volvement with
this army. His
father knew Gen-
eral Shahnawaz
Khan, who was an
important part of
INA. So, I knew he
(Shah Rukh Khan)
has sympathy and
attachment with
Azad Hind Fauj
and I called him
up. It's not an easy
task to ask a su-
perstar for a
voiceover but
Shah Rukh in-
stantly agreed to
do it. Usually,
when you discuss
a film with Shah
Rukh, it's a long
process, but in
this case Shah
Rukh literally did
the voiceover for
us on the second
day. I don't know
whether he would
like me to reveal
this, but he didn't
take a fee from us.
I think the kind of
attachment he has
with Azad Hind
Fauj reflects in
his act."
Incidentally, Shah
Rukh did a cameo
in Kabir Khan's
2017 release
"Tubelight",
starring Salman
Khan.
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Letter to Editor

It's Time For Metaverse
Banks are already at our fingertips via smart
phones.Even tough present digital banking
services are functionally mutualists and in-
clusive, it's usually seen as emotionally de-
tached to customers.As banking world is
moving swiftly in adopting advanced
technologies.Our national banks should also
go in line with advancements rapidly.Now it's
time for metaverse (highly interactive three-
dimensional virtual world) which is the next
leap in technology which promises to bring a
human touch to the digital experience of vir-
tual interactions.Government banks are get-
ting slowly into metaverse (for example
Union Bank of India did on last week).With
the assistance of metaverse customers can
access the bank without actually going to the
bank.Also they can get into digital avatar, en-
ter the bank lounge and access the available
banking services along with information on
social security services, loans and other bank-
ing products without any hassle using laptops
or desktops from thier homes.Therefore all
banks across the nation should get into
metaverse as soon as possible to come out
of lacunae which are present in current digi-
tal banking.

Yours,
Vijaykumar H.K.

Raichur

Post Udaipur-Amravati killings, India witnessed a
studied silence among its celebrated intellectuals

who seem to have taken
an intellectual asylum in
their own dens of
hypocrisy, who
otherwise, were known
to be the upright tongues
screaming louder for the
preservation of the
country’s democratic
values. The violence that

flashed across the country after the brutal bloodshed
of the shopkeepers subsided to the level of
insignificance. We should be happy that we have
plenty of issues pouring in on a daily basis that
anything including the madness of men in the name
of beliefs gets easily evaporated and as a society,
we spin back to the same organic self of insensibility
and insanity. Prime time shows on TV channels hunt
for new topics and spokespersons, having learned
lessons from the Nupur Sharma episode seem to
have been putting a brave face of maturity and
acceptance. The media slugfest and the subsequent
bloodshed had taken India further to a realm of
understanding- a realisation, that as a country we
have ripped ourselves off the democratic principles
that we have been chest-thumping since
independence. Nobody thought that the quantum
of filth that we have accumulated would amount to
the level of arrogance and hatred barricading all
the possibilities of cordiality. What next?  Things
seemed to be rolling back to normal but then landed
the fiery Mahua Moitra, the Trinamool Congress
MP from West Bengal with her most denigrating
remark on Goddess Kaali. For her, Kaali is a meat-
eating and alcohol accepting goddess. And she said
she had the complete right to exercise her
imagination to whichever god or goddess she
worshipped. Except BJP no political party was seen
with hammer and tongs against Moitra. People often

Hate-Mongeringinthe name of Freedom of Speech
stoop into idiotic terrains
of intellectual
incarcerations and get
vocal about the stupidity that they market as
intellectual audacity. The irony of India’s present
political discourse is that exercising your right to
imagine, interpret and ignobly indoctrinate religious
ideas for gaining political mileage is legitimised.
Most of such attempts go unquestioned if you shoot
your arrows from the quiver of a liberal bandwagon
and of course it should be directed to a still insensitive
majority and what you gain in return is a victimhood
ornamented with sympathy. Vituperation on anything
except a minority sentiment is legitimized and
nobody, not even the judiciary will hold you
responsible for it. This never comes under hate
speech and you are free to challenge and spit more
venom with complete security guaranteed. West
Bengal’s history without pages dedicated to
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Swami
Vivekananda remains incomplete. It was goddess
Kaali by worshipping whom, an illiterate Brahmin
in Ramakrishna could elevate himself to the
greatness of a Paramahamsa. There have never
been questions put against his holy gesticulations.
His greatness unfolded to its complete glory when
he transformed an ordinary boy into a spiritual giant
who later came to be known as Swami
Vivekananda. Both had in-depth devotion for the
divinity in the form of a ferocious, terrifying but
adorable feminine energy manifested in Kaali.
Bengal owes much to its spiritual heritage that it
inherited from the penance of these spiritual gurus
and calumniating the feminine energy in Kaali as a
meat-eater is nothing but slitting the very idea of
spiritual inheritance that the state of Bengal
nourished for ages. Moitra’s argument of
vehemence in the name of spiritual intelligence and
liberty was accentuated by Shashi Tharoor. For him,
it was a well-known case for all the Hindus that the
black goddess with blood dripping tongue and skull

garland around her neck
was a meat-eater. Same
was the case with Nupur

Sharma. Everybody in the media discourse and the
Islamic religious fraternity knew that whatever she
spoke in defence of her views were well codified
in Islamic scriptures and what she did was to
reproduce the textual content when she was
repeatedly perforated by the man sitting at the
opposite side. But outcries for her head are still
heard from across the country. Things did not stop
there. The entire Muslim world began to put
pressure on India against the remarks of a single
lady and we witnessed what followed next. The
ruling party successfully isolated a person for
defending her beliefs when provoked.   
Evidently, there are two forces incessantly working
to split the society. Religion and politics have so far
been able to set narratives in this direction and
Moitra was one among those politicians who
enjoyed the support of the left-liberal coercive
mindset which often found inadequacies with the
majority. Terming the saffron upsurge by the BJP
as a monolithic patriarchal brahminical enterprise,
Moitra went on affirming that she would hate to
live in an ecosystem that the BJP is creating
throughout the country. When she spoke her
demeaning words to an audience in a media
conclave, she wilfully erred with an ease of
conviction that nothing of that sort compared to
the effect in the case of Nupur Sharma would
happen. The country has already stooped to a new
low after the beheading of the Udaipur tailor and
efforts to throw acid on the wounds of a particular
community is the plan of politicians and Moitra took
the lead this time. Who spreads hatred in a society
that has already gone to the brim of an ideological
collapse? Today, an existential threat to a civilization
that survived in amity for generations despite being
diverse is a reality. Narratives to set the stage of
harmony ablaze began long ago. The idea of a

potential “Hindu Terror” was an attempt to create
lab rats of radicalization to draw parallels to Islamic
jihad. “Islamophobia” has been the recent
trendsetting narrative catching headlines. Hatred,
disseminated in a thousand ways, is reaping a great
harvest. Not only political, but academic forums
from inside the country and abroad are also actively
growing claws to throttle the idea of a living system
that survived centuries of invasion and horror.
“Dismantling Hindutva” was one such effort to
malign the system of plurality living in unison in India
and paint it as an outrageous cohort and thus finding
reasons to thwart it from growing further. Imagine,
what would be the outcome, if the government with
Modi at the centre, tried to push reforms to curb
radicalization with full force. Reactions from the
South Asian countries should be a reminder for India
when it plans to cement the holes of religious
militancy and we should not be forgetful of our past
in the landscape of the Indian subcontinent.
Hinduism is an open book that anybody could read
from whichever page he feels to begin with.
Interpretations can be drawn in various ways and
it gives the freedom to deduce its principles. This
liberty often turns out to be an argumentative
overreach by many people and narratives to
humiliate the essential practices of Hinduism gets
justified as an act of liberal interpretation. Moitra
was loudmouthed about this freedom and she said
that she had been exercising it in the media conclave,
deliberately denying the effect of insult that she was
further exacerbating on the blisters that Udaipur and
Amravati killings caused. In a democracy, freedom
of speech cannot be a burdensome exercise on one
community, when others are authorised to
weaponize their beliefs as a shield of self defence.  

steps have not been
taken or they have not
been implemented, only
then the ironic conditions
of hunger and hungry people are increasing like
never before.
What an insensitivity and neglectful mentality it is
that no new report on the tragic and horrifying is-
sue of hunger does not come as a surprise, but it

certainly shows that there is no balanced approach
to the formulation and implementation of policies
around the world. This only shows the flaw in the
policy and intention of the governance systems.
About two billion and thirty crore people in the
world are facing hunger and scarcity. The difficul-
ties, crises and tragic situations that this population
is facing in order to collect food for two times,
proves the statements of the development of the
governments and systems of the world to be mean-
ingless. According to this UN report, the Corona
epidemic and the subsequent Russo-Ukraine war
have played an important role in worsening hunger.
The report, published jointly by several UN agen-
cies, says that the world is moving away from its
goal of eliminating hunger, food insecurity, health
and malnutrition in all forms by 2030.
In the latest report of the United Nations, even
though the causes of starvation, corona epidemic,
war, conflict, violence, climate change, natural di-
saster etc. have been talked about, for this, on big
reasons like neo-imperialism, neoliberalism, free
economy and market structure. No attention is
paid, the growing gap between rich and poor, etc.
is not discussed. One of the major discrepancies in
the economies of the world has been that on one
side it is poor and on the other hand it is super-
rich. There is a big gap between these two. If there
is not much noise on this growing gap, one reason
for this is also that it is assumed that the goal of
poverty alleviation will automatically be achieved
through the rise of prosperity of the upper classes
or through high growth rate. This expectation is
completely misleading and does not seem to be
fulfilled.
 On the contrary, the World Food Program report
states that due to high food prices set by the gov-
ernments, 75 million people in the world have fallen
into the grip of starvation which was earlier than it.

The author is a Freelance Journalist / Social
Worker, Meppurathu House, Puthusserimala P.O
-Ranni, Pathanamthitta District, Kerala State.
Email: mrlalu30@gmail.com
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Rising Hunger & Thoughtless governance policies
In the latest United Nations Global Food Security

Report, the situation of
hunger in the world is
more dire than before, a
stigma on the picture of
all development. The in-
crease in the number of
hungry people among the
emerging economic su-
perpowers, systems and
development in the
world is a serious ques-
tion on the development
of the world and the
structure of a balanced

society. Somewhere there is a flaw in the develop-
ment model of the world or there is a difference
between the words and deeds of the present gov-
ernments. It seems that the tempting nature of de-
velopment is being considered as success, but
keeping its basic aspects at the centre, necessary

In this increase in the
population going hungry
or undernourished, 30
million people belong to

India only. Add to this the lack of drinking water,
education at least up to secondary level and basic
medical facilities, then we can see that India is re-
ally a world of the underprivileged even after seven
decades of independence. A large section of today's
world, riding on development, science and achieve-
ments, still lives a suffocating life in poverty, depri-
vation, hunger, which does not struggle with the cir-
cumstances, but makes
compromises. Feels in-
secure all the time. In
which lack of self-confi-
dence teaches to live in
darkness. For which jus-
tice and authority be-
come meaningless. How
much the measures
adopted in order to
cope with the corona
epidemic helped in the
prevention of the spread
of the virus, is yet to be
assessed, but as to its
practical effect, if people
are faced with a crisis of
filling their stomachs,
then why this condition
persists, we need to
think again.
The big question is that when the figures of hunger
can be exposed with the help of modern technol-
ogy and science in the world, then why such sys-
tems are not developed which can stop hunger.
What is needed is that there are a large number of
high-level systems, including institutions, experts,
techniques, which are deeply monitoring the issue
at the international level, so why are concrete poli-
cies not prepared for its far-reaching solution! Why
is hunger not controlled? On the contrary, this prob-
lem has become more and more serious. In fact, if
balanced and sensitive systems-policies are made
and serious efforts are made to make better use of
the resources on the earth, then ways can be found
to deal with the situation of food insecurity and star-
vation. But due to the spending of all the money on
war and other meaningless matters and also the
destruction of existing resources, starvation is not
shown seriously by the world community, then
whose interest is behind it? Concerns have been
raised about providing nutritionally balanced meals
to the deprivation-stricken population, but the re-
ality is that many people are not getting even the
minimum amount of food they need to survive.
Our world is full of contradictions and ironies. Hun-
ger on the one hand, and the abundance of expen-
sive feasts and luxuries of the rich class, abundance
of junk in big feasts is a stigma on humanity. In this
way, food wastage should be curbed, advertise-
ment companies should also be given guidelines,

food should not be wasted in hotels and educa-
tional institutions, offices, canteens, meetings, wed-
dings and other functions and other institutions. We
can use this food to get rid of poverty, hunger and
malnutrition in our society. Such an environment
should be created not only by relying on govern-
ments, but through public awareness. Finally, we
must ask ourselves whether we want or want to
change a disturbed, unstable, violent and unhealthy
society. Do we want to be citizens of a world of
hunger and hungry people or citizens of a world of
happy and resourceful citizens?

Is this problem stable over a long period of time
because the victims of starvation belong to the very
poor and vulnerable communities, which govern-
ments do not consider it necessary to care?
Why is it that between the inventions of science
and the new dimensions of its progress, there is
talk of settling the world of space and life on new
planets and on the other hand arrangements are
not being made to feed the population present on
the earth itself! The reason for this is irregularities,
corruption and neglect in these poverty alleviation
policies, hunger eradication programmes, services
and schemes which deal with the weaker sections
of the society. A big demand is to curb this corrup-
tion. Secondly, at the policy level also, the world's
rulers will have to think afresh. Hunger and pov-
erty alleviation programs should not be carried out
like distribution of philanthropy, but should be di-
rected in such a way that people living below the
poverty line can come above it permanently. This
can happen only when these plans are combined
with such economic and development plans which
emphasize on involving more and more people in
the development process.
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PM, Speaker to come under focus as Sri Lanka
prepares for appointment of Rajapaksa's successor
COLOMBO: When
embattled Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa resigns on
Wednesday as prom-
ised, the constitu-
tional provisions will
get activated to elect
his successor, ac-
cording to a senior
lawyer.
"There will be two
people who would

come under immedi-
ate focus, the sitting
prime minister and
the speaker of parlia-
ment," lawyer Kamal
Perera said.
He cited the Article
40 (c) of the Sri
Lankan Constitution
which reads "during
the period between
the occurrence of
such vacancy and the

assumption of office
by the new president,
the prime minister
shall act in the office
of the president."
"If the prime minister
is unable to act, the
Speaker shall act in
the office of presi-
dent."
The parliament would
then proceed to fill
the vacancy by an

election among MPs,
Perera said.
The Article 40 (b)
states that such elec-
tion shall be held as
soon as possible af-
ter the occurrence of
the vacancy and in no
case later than one
month from the date
of occurrence of the
vacancy.
The Article 40 (1)

says parliament shall
elect a president
from one of its mem-
bers who is qualified
to be elected to the
office of the presi-
dent.
"Such elected person
shall hold office
only for the unex-
pired period of the
term of office vacat-
ing the office."

Perera said the ballot
to appoint the suc-
cessor in parliament
would be held ac-
cording to the Presi-
dential elections Act
no 2 of 1981.
In terms of article 5
of the Act, "The Sec-
retary-General of
parliament shall in-
form parliament that
a vacancy has oc-

curred. He shall fix a
date and time not ear-
lier than 48 hours and
not later than seven
days from the date of
such meeting."
He would act as the
returning officer for
the election with
each member being
able to vote.
They are able to mark
their preferences de-
pending on the num-
ber of candidates vy-
ing to be elected as
president.
Rajapaksa, whose
whereabouts are not
known since Friday,
has informed both
Speaker of Parlia-
ment Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena and
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe that
he will resign on
July 13, days after
protesters stormed
his official residence
in rage over the is-
land nation's worst
economic crisis.
S p e a k e r
Abeywardena is ex-
pected to publicly
announce President
Rajapaksa's resigna-
tion to the nation on
Wednesday.

NEW DELHI: The Congress on Tuesday attacked
the government over its approach towards the ju-
diciary, alleging there was "interference, intimida-
tion and influence", and also an attempt to "sabo-
tage and subjugate" the important pillar of democ-
racy.
Congress spokesperson Abhishek Singhvi told a
press conference that these have unfortunately have
become the insignia and spikes of this government,
which is deplorable.
"The Modi government's approach towards the
judiciary smacks of three 'Is': influence, interfer-
ence and intimidation. The ruling party in this gov-
ernment can equally be
accused of three 'Ss', an
attempt to 'sabotage,
subjugate and subvert'
the judiciary. This deadly
combination of 3 Is
along with 3 Ss is de-
plorable," he told report-
ers.
There was no official
comment from the BJP
on the charge.
Singhvi alleged it is now
the worst kept secret for
many years in legal
circles and outside that
"this control freak, micro-management and dossier-
loving sarkar" and its ruling party have indulged in
several "manipulative tactics" towards the most
trusted third organ of governance, the judiciary.
The Congress leader said the relevance of the Su-
preme Court's clear observation that lack of speed
in dealing with bails as also hesitation or obstruc-
tion in their grant, would make India look "like a
police state".
"The Congress believes that this is much-needed
guidance from the apex court, especially where the
ruling dispensation seeks to rule through fear, con-
trol through coercion. We the Congress party in-
tend, using due process of law, in accordance with
the Constitution and obviously subject to due leg-
islative process in Congress-ruled states, to create
in the near future legislative enactments encapsu-
lating, in letter and spirit, as many as possible of the
Supreme Court guidelines through appropriate state
amendments," he said. Singhvi alleged that the gov-
ernment has excessively but selectively delayed ju-
dicial appointment proposals both to the high courts
and to the Supreme Court and Justice Quereshi
may be only one out of many such names.
"This government and its ruling component has ar-
bitrarily bifurcated approved judicial appointees'
lists to the higher judiciary, again selectively, to al-
low some from the original common list to be ap-
pointed quickly, while selectively appointing others
after a considerable time lag, thereby irreversibly
prejudicing their inter se seniority," he said, alleging
that there are more than one very recent examples
in respect of a leading high court of the country.
"This government and ruling party has inaugurated
an ambiance, an atmosphere of fear, trepidation,
anxiety and hesitation in the judicial sector by the
misuse of dossier raj and oblique insinuations based
thereupon.
It has tried to prevail upon judicial collegia, as they
are always anxious to fill up judicial vacancies.
To take advantage of this urgency to fill vacancies,
they have constantly tried to prevail upon judicial

colleagia to do punitive transfers of judicial authori-
ties perceived as inconvenient," he said.
"It has attempted illegally and unfairly to interfere,
whenever it can and whenever it deems necessary
as per its own narrow, party and ideological think-
ing, with judges and the judiciary in general and the
legal process," Singhvi said, alleging that it has at-
tempted to install a section of judicial personnel
vetted by it and its supporters, on impermissible
tests of loyalty, ideology and commitment to its own
norms.
The Congress leader said as far as interference is
concerned, there is a non-exhaustive list of "ma-

nipulative tactics", which comes the most startling
and shocking example from Karnataka which is
symptomatic of this extremely deep-seated mal-
aise.
He quoted reports of a high court judge saying that
he had received a call from Delhi talking about the
transfer of a judge, handling the case of an ADGP
who is considered "very powerful".
He said Justice Sandesh has reported the perceived
threat to the authorities concerned and this affects
the independence of the judiciary and amounts to
direct interference in the judiciary and with the dis-
pensation of justice.
Singhvi also cited the tactic of "intimidation" by troll-
ing or launching an orchestrated attack on social
media against the members of the bench making
observations against an individual.
He cited the recent example of Supreme Court
making strong and pertinent observations regard-
ing the conduct of a BJP spokesperson.
"We saw the three-pronged attack that has become
an all too familiar tool of the ruling dispensation.
Savage and faceless trolls spewed fake news and
propaganda, an orchestrated letter by 'intellectu-
als' was dispatched and one-sided, and even con-
temptuous, reporting by sections of the Godi me-
dia," he said. Singhvi said a sitting Supreme Court
judge Justice Pardiwala, was recently forced to
observe that attacks attempted at judges for the
judgements will lead to a dangerous scenario where
the judges will have to pay greater attention as to
what the media thinks rather than what the law ac-
tually mandates. This puts the rule of law on the
burner ignoring the sanctity of the respect for the
courts, he said. "The BJP appears to have empow-
ered its goons with audacity, authority, and reck-
less over adventurism to intimidate judges," he said,
citing the example of BJP minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal making a strong pitch in 2016 in Lok
Sabha for putting a stop to the running commen-
tary by the judiciary against other organs of the
State.

'India mother of all democracies': PM Modi
at Bihar assembly centenary celebrations

Congress accuses Modi government of 'inter-
fering, intimidating, influencing' judiciary

PATNA: Prime

Minister Narendra

Modi on Tuesday

asserted that India

was the "mother of

all democracies",

drawing upon the

legacy of ancient

republics l ike

Vaishali ,  and ex-

pressed satisfac-

t ion over the

nation's march to-

wards becoming a

"mature democ-

racy".

Modi made the re-

mark at a function

here organised on

the occasion of

centenary celebra-

tions of Bihar As-

sembly as part of

which he unveiled a

c o m m e m o r a t i v e

pillar, planted a sap-

ling of 'Kalpataru'

tree and laid foun-

dation stones of a

guest house and a

library.

"India is  a

democracybecause

we believe in

saamanjasya (har-

mony). We are of-

ten told that India is

the largest democ-

racy. I would like

countrymen to re-

member that we are

not just the largest;

India is the mother

of all  democra-

cies," Modi said.

Expressing delight

over being "the first

prime minister to

have visited the As-

sembly of Bihar",

Modi recalled that

the state was home

to Vaishali, said to

be the oldest repub-

lic in the world.

"Many people say

that democracy

came to India be-

cause of western

influence. By doing

so they undermine

the legacy of Bihar,"

said Modi, recall-

ing events l ike

C h a m p a r a n

Satyagrah of Ma-

hatma Gandhi to

make his point.

"It is not a mere co-

incidence that the

centenary celebra-

tions of assembly

premises are being

held simulta-

neously with the

Amrit  Mahotsav

(75th anniversary)

of the Indepen-

dence," said the

PM.

He also stated that

the nation was "on

its way to becoming

a mature democ-

racy" which was evi-

dent from "better

attendance of law-

makers inside Par-

liament and state

assemblies" and

"discarding of ob-

solete laws".

Modi also spoke of

the "glorious past"

of the state Assem-

bly, which became

the first  in the

country to bring in

a zamindari aboli-

tion law and reser-

vation for women in

panchayats.

The PM's address

was preceded by

speeches of Chief

Minister Nitish

Kumar, Assembly

Speaker Vijay

Kumar Sinha and

Leader of Opposi-

tion Tejashwi Yadav.

UK Home Secretary Priti Patel rules herself out of bid to replace Boris Johnson
LONDON: Priti Patel - widely expected to be-
come another Indian-origin candidate in the race
for the post of Conservative Party leader and the
next British prime minister - on Tuesday ruled out a

bid, saying she was "grateful" for the encourage-
ment but her focus remains on her current job as
Home Secretary.
"I will not be putting my name forward for the bal-
lot of MPs," said the 50-year-old Gujarati-origin
senior Cabinet minister, just hours before nomina-
tions closed. In a statement, Patel said she will not
be standing for the Tory leadership.
She is not backing any other candidates, but she
does not rule out doing so later in the contest.
"I am grateful for the encouragement and support
colleagues and party members have offered me in
recent days in suggesting that I enter the contest

for the leadership of the Conservative party. I will
not be putting my name forward for the ballot of
MPs," she said. As home secretary, Patel said she
has always put the security and safety of the coun-

try and the national inter-
est first and her focus is
to continue working to
get more police on the
streets, support the se-
curity services to keep
the country safe and con-
trol its borders.
"As a lifelong and com-
mitted Conservative, I
will always make the
case for freedom, enter-
prise and opportunity
and work with colleagues
to deliver these values in

government. Like all Conservative MPs and party
members, I will be listening to cases being put for-
ward by the candidates standing for the leadership
of the party and trust the contest will be conducted
in a good spirit that brings our party together," Patel
said in her statement.
It was expected that Patel would become a late
entry to the race to challenge former Chancellor
and fellow British Indian pro-Brexiteer Rishi Sunak
in the race to replace Boris Johnson as Conserva-
tive Party leader and Prime Minister. She is yet to
declare which of the candidates she would be
throwing her considerable Tory clout behind.
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'India mother of all democracies': PM Modi
at Bihar assembly centenary celebrations
Bhubaneswar: The an-
nual budget size of the
State is estimated to
reach around Rs 2.65
lakh crore in the finan-
cial year 2025-26, as
per a medium-term fis-
cal framework (MTFF)
developed by the De-
partment of Finance.
The Department of
Finance(DoF), in con-
sultation with the IMF’s
South Asia Regional
Training and Technical
Assistance Center, has
developed the MTFF to
support annual budget
formulation and me-
dium-term fiscal plan-
ning to strengthen
Odisha’s public finances
and the credibility of the
budget process.
MTFF is a set of fore-
casting and analytical
processes that enable
the State to prepare
macroeconomic and fis-
cal projections for a
three-year period.
These projections are
based on assumptions
concerning global, na-
tional and local condi-
tions, said a senior offi-
cial of the State Gov-
ernment.
The Fiscal Strategy Pa-
per submitted to the
Odisha Legislative As-
sembly recently points
out that the framework
takes into account vari-
ables such as global
economic growth, infla-
tion, volatility in the min-
ing industry and specific
fiscal risks, he said.
The objective of devel-
oping the MTFF is to
use it as a reference for
the preparation of the
annual budget and fiscal

planning over the subse-
quent two years. It gives
a clear and comprehen-
sive sense of the fiscal
strategy within the broad
objectives of the FRBM

Act, said the official.
The annual budget for
the financial year 2022-
23 is Rs. 2 lakh crore
which is 17.6 percent
more than the previous
year budget estimate.
As per the MTFF, the
budget size is projected
to reach Rs. 2.25 lakh
crore, Rs. 2.45 lakh
crore and Rs. 2.65 lakh
crore in FY 2023-24,
FY 2024-25 and FY
2025- 26, respectively.
It is estimated that the
Programme Expendi-
ture is set to increase
from the budget estimate
of Rs. 1 lakh crore in FY
2022-23 to Rs 1.45
lakh crore in FY 2025-
26.
The Government has
estimated that all the fis-
cal parameters of the
State Government will
remain within the limits
set by the FRBM Act.
Over the past eight
years, Odisha’s
economy has grown at
an average rate of 8.1
per cent. This has been

faster than national GDP
growth, and among the
fastest-growing State
economies in India. As
a result, the State’s
share of the national

economy has grown to
2.5 per cent of GDP.
For the period FY
2022-23 to 2024-25,
the upward (best-case)
scenario growth in
GSDP is projected at
11, 9 and 9 per cent re-
spectively. The most
likely scenario is pro-
jected at 8 per cent each
year, as per the Fiscal
Strategy Paper.
In the downward
(worst-case) scenario,
Odisha’s economy will
grow at 7 per cent in the
medium-term during the
period from FY 2022-
23 to 2024-25.  Infla-
tion (and growth in
GSDP deflator) is pro-
jected at around 5 per
cent during FY 2022-
23 to 2024-25.
Although Odisha has
registered impressive
growth in recent years,
the economy is vulner-
able to natural calami-
ties owing to its geo-
graphical location, de-
pendence on natural re-
sources and the exter-

Look Out for Liu
Bhubaneswar: On the request of Economic Of-
fences Wing (EOW) of Odisha Crime Branch, the
Bureau of Immigration (BOI) has issued a look out
circular against a Chinese national Liu Yi, the main
accused in a fake mobile loan app scam.
A Look Out circular is generally issued to alert im-
migration check posts at airports/seaports etc. to
alert law enforcement
agencies if the wanted
person tries to leave the
country or arrive inside
the country from abroad,
said police officials.
The accused used to run
many illegal mobile loan
apps like KOKO Loan,
JOJO Loan, Golden
Lightening Loan, Silver
Kredit Loan, Gold Cash
loan, Little Borrow
Loan, Tap Credit Loan,
Kredit bear Loan,
Speedy rupee Loan,
Xpress credit Loan,
Kredit Plan loan, etc.
In one App alone there
are more than 1.5 lakh
downloads. It is suspected that they have cheated/
extorted lakhs of people across the country, par-
ticularly targeting lower middle-class people in need
of small loan especially during the difficult time of
Covid-19 pandemic, said the EOW officials.
The Chinese national has started his illegal busi-
ness in India in 2019 from Bangalore. His parent
company was Jianbing Technology in Hangzhou
China. He is the director of Omlette technology
private limited but indirectly controls/ owns eight
other firms including IWT India, Ocean trading,
Yellow Tune Technologies private limited and
Techlite development private limited, they said.
The EOW officials also suspect that there are at
least two more Chinese persons who used to as-
sist him in his scam. They used to make his em-
ployees or any needy people directors of the shell

companies but actually used to control the compa-
nies and bank accounts.
The accused in support of the other duo also used
many Call centers to make abusive calls to loanees.
It is suspected that they are running such illegal loan
apps in other countries too, especially in Thailand,
further informed the officials.

In this case, the EOW
has already arrested five
accused accomplices of
the Chinese mastermind.
EOW is in touch with
various state police and
has conducted raids in
Mumbai, Bangalore and
Delhi and frozen Rs 6.57
crore.
These fake loan apps
once downloaded in
one’s mobile play store,
small amounts ranging
from Rs.3,000 to
Rs.10,000 is credited in
the customer’s bank ac-
count. Once the amount
is credited to the
customer’s bank ac-

count, within a week the customer/borrower is
asked to repay the amount with an excessive rate
of interest.
On denial to pay the high rate of interest, the con-
cerned customer is humiliated/ bullied in many ways.
Obscene messages and indecent pictures along with
abusive texts in filthy languages are sent to his/her
whatsapp number and as well as to his/her contact
list as a coercive measure to recover the loan amount
with interest.
This process of recovery is so overbearing and hu-
miliating that there are some instances of the cus-
tomers committing suicide. There have already been
more than 1.5 lakh downloads of KOKO and JOJO
loans. EOW has received more than 100 complaints
from Odisha related to illegal/ abusive activities of
illegal Loan APP.

'BJP only national party today, others reduced to
families, individuals': Nadda's jibe at Opposition

nal environment.
Downside risks to the
growth projections stem
from uncertainty in the
global and national eco-
nomic outlook. Slower

growth in India’s
economy would reduce
GSDP growth in Odisha
due to weaker demand
for Odisha’s mining out-
put and goods and ser-
vices. Higher energy
costs may have a cas-
cading effect on supply
chains and hence con-
sumption, amid eco-
nomic recovery, it said.
As per the report, the
mining sector accounts
for 13 per cent of
GSDP. Historically, this
sector has driven the
economic growth of the
State. Its performance
is heavily dependent on
global metal prices and
demand. It is also ex-
pected that the recovery
“remains uneven across
sectors”.
High Inflation mostly
due to higher energy
prices and food articles
will impact the private
capital formation. If the
trend continues, it will
affect the GSDP in the
medium term.

JAIPUR: The BJP is
the only national
party in India today as
other parties have
been reduced to just
families and individu-

als, BJP president JP
Nadda said Tuesday.
Being a national
party, the BJP works
on national interests
and fulfilling local
aspirations, he told
the Rajasthan state
BJP training camp at
Mount Abu in Sirohi
district.
He expressed confi-
dence that the party
will form the govern-
ment in Rajasthan
with a thumping ma-
jority in the assembly
polls next year.
"In India, the BJP is
the only national

party and the rest of
the parties have been
reduced to families,
dynasties and indi-
viduals. We should
not worry about what

we got from the
party, but we should
think about what we
have given to the
country, and to the
party," Nadda told
BJP workers.
He said the BJP is
the only party which
gives priority to 'na-
tion first'.
"Our resolve should
be the benefit of the
country and the party,
which will lead to our
betterment. What-
ever work is under-
taken, should be
completed on time."
According to a

spokesperson of the
party, Nadda asked
public representa-
tives and workers to
establish dialogue
with the public and

make efforts to solve
their problems.
He said workers are
very important for
the party as due to
their hard work the
BJP gets respect and
touches newer
heights.
"Workers are our
strength, our capital."
He expressed hope
that BJP office-bear-
ers would take the
knowledge and guid-
ance from the train-
ing camp to workers
down the rank "which
will prove to be a
milestone in achiev-

ing victory in the
2023 assembly elec-
tions".
BJP state president
Satish Poonia, na-
tional general secre-
tary and state in-
charge Arun Singh,
Leader of Opposi-
tion Gulabchand
Kataria and state
organisation general
s e c r e t a r y
Chandrashekhar were
also present in the
program.
Poonia said there is
a "wave" against the
Congress govern-
ment in Rajasthan.
"People are in our
favour. But it is more
important that we
form the BJP govern-
ment with a thumping
majority in 2023 and
also win all 25 seats
of Lok Sabha in
2024. We will dedi-
cate this victory to
Narendra Modi and
JP Nadda." During the
event, the Mewar re-
gion tribal society
praised PM Modi by
handing over a letter of
gratitude to Nadda for
making Draoupadi
Murmu the NDA's
presidential candidate.



 7 THE KALINGA CHRONICLE Business/Commerce
Popular people’s Daily of Odisha

BHUBANESWAR,  WEDNESDAY, 13  JULY, 2022

'Short-cut politics can result in short-
circuit of nation': PM Modi attacks
Opposition
Continued from  page-1
build model airports, new highways and medical
colleges in various districts.
Discussing the projects unveiled by him, Modi said
his government at the Centre ensures that it inau-
gurates those projects for which foundation stones
are laid by it.
This is the BJP's model of governance, he asserted.
Earlier, projects were announced by one dispen-
sation, foundation stones were laid by successive
governments, and finally those saw light of the day
after several regimes.

2.65L Cr Budget by 2025-26
Continued from  page-1
inflation, volatility in the mining industry and
specific fiscal risks, he said.
The objective of developing the MTFF is to
use it as a reference for the preparation of
the annual budget and fiscal planning over the
subsequent two years. It gives a clear and
comprehensive sense of the fiscal strategy
within the broad objectives of the FRBM Act,
said the official.
The annual budget for the financial year 2022-
23 is Rs. 2 lakh crore which is 17.6 percent
more than the previous year budget estimate.
As per the MTFF, the budget size is projected
to reach Rs. 2.25 lakh crore, Rs. 2.45 lakh
crore and Rs. 2.65 lakh crore in FY 2023-
24, FY 2024-25 and FY 2025- 26, respec-
tively.
It is estimated that the Programme Expendi-
ture is set to increase from the budget esti-
mate of Rs. 1 lakh crore in FY 2022-23 to
Rs 1.45 lakh crore in FY 2025-26.
The Government has estimated that all the
fiscal parameters of the State Government
will remain within the limits set by the FRBM
Act.
Over the past eight years, Odisha’s economy
has grown at an average rate of 8.1 per cent.
This has been faster than national GDP growth,
and among the fastest-growing State econo-
mies in India. As a result, the State’s share of
the national economy has grown to 2.5 per
cent of GDP.
For the period FY 2022-23 to 2024-25, the
upward (best-case) scenario growth in GSDP
is projected at 11, 9 and 9 per cent respec-
tively. The most likely scenario is projected
at 8 per cent each year, as per the Fiscal Strat-
egy Paper.
In the downward (worst-case) scenario,
Odisha’s economy will grow at 7 per cent in
the medium-term during the period from FY
2022-23 to 2024-25.  Inflation (and growth
in GSDP deflator) is projected at around 5
per cent during FY 2022-23 to 2024-25.
Although Odisha has registered impressive
growth in recent years, the economy is vul-
nerable to natural calamities owing to its geo-
graphical location, dependence on natural
resources and the external environment.
Downside risks to the growth projections
stem from uncertainty in the global and na-
tional economic outlook. Slower growth in
India’s economy would reduce GSDP growth
in Odisha due to weaker demand for Odisha’s
mining output and goods and services. Higher
energy costs may have a cascading effect on
supply chains and hence consumption, amid
economic recovery, it said.
As per the report, the mining sector accounts
for 13 per cent of GSDP. Historically, this
sector has driven the economic growth of the
State. Its performance is heavily dependent
on global metal prices and demand. It is also
expected that the recovery “remains uneven
across sectors”.
High Inflation mostly due to higher energy
prices and food articles will impact the pri-
vate capital formation. If the trend continues,
it will affect the GSDP in the medium term.

Maha Lakshmi Offered Rasagolla
Continued from  page-1

days, the dish was

known as ‘Khira Mohan’ in the temple which is
same as Rasagolla.”
Mr.Mohanty said: “Our Rasagolla is totally differ-
ent from that of Bengal. The Rasagolla in Bengal
came into existence in 1868 while the same sweet
dish dates back to about 500 years ago. There is
mention of Rasagolla in Dani Ramayan written by
Balaram Das.”
“The Rasagola is there in Odisha as long as Ratha
Jatra is there. Lakhs of people have seen on televi-
sion channels devotees offering Rasagolla to Lord
Jagannath on his return from Ratha Jatra. There
should not a debate on the origin of Rasagolla. Let
Bengal enjoy its Rasagolla and we ours.”
Mr.Mohanty pointed out.
The Rasagola Divas is, however, been celebrated
in the state since 2015, the year when Lord
Jagannath’s Nabakalebara festival was held in that
year.
Taking to twitter Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
said: “It is a unique tradition in the Jagannath cul-
ture where Mahaprabhu offers Rasagolla to Maa
Lakshmi in order to convenience her. Rasagolla has
a special place in Odia dishes.”
Tagging a picture, Mr.Patnaik greeted the people
of Odisha on the occasion of Rasagolla Diwas.
Padma Shri awardee Sudarsan Pattnaik also took
to Twitter and shared the pictures of his beautiful
creations on the occasion of Niladri Bije.
“Jai Jagannath… On the pious occasion of
#NiladriBije, Mahaprabhu Jagannth while return-
ing to Ratna Singhasan, offers Rasagola to
#MahaLakshmi. My sand art at Puri beach in
Odisha for this unique ritual. #RasagolaDibasa,”
Mr.Patnaik said in his twitter post.

53-year-old tradition: 'Mr Ballot Box' will
travel by air again for presidential polls
NEW DELHI: The passenger manifests of
some airlines will have a 'Mr Ballot Box' on
the rolls. It's an actual ballot box, not a quirky
traveller with a weird name!
The Election Commission has booked a 'Mr
Ballot Box' in flights on Tuesday and Wednes-

day to send the vote container to different
states for the July 18 presidential polls.
According to the Election Commission, a
separate air ticket is booked in the name of
'Mr Ballot Box' as it travels on the front row
of the aircraft. Seated beside 'Mr Ballot Box'
are the assistant returning officers (ARO).
The box travels under the personal supervi-
sion of the officer.
"The presidential elections involve a fasci-
nating journey of the ballot box to states/
union territories and return after polling," said
the poll panel.
According to officials, the Commission had
got a special permission from the civil avia-
tion department in 1969 to enable the ballot
boxes and other election materials to travel
as passengers. 'Don't be a rubber stamp
Rashtrapati': Yashwant Sinha urges rival
Droupadi Murmu
After air travel, 'Mr Ballot Box' will be stored
in previously sanitised and properly sealed
strong rooms under strict videography in each
state and union territory.
Once the poll is over, the sealed 'Mr Ballot
Box' and other election material will be trans-
ported back to the Office of Returning Of-
ficer Rajya Sabha Secretariat by the next
available flight.

The boxes and other documents are carried
personally in the aircraft cabins -- never out
of sight of accompanying officers -- the Com-
mission added. When they reach Delhi, offi-
cials are also assisted at the helpdesk at the
Delhi Airport, manned by the officials of the

Election Commission of India, Civil Aviation,
Delhi Police, and CISF.
The counting of votes will take place on July
21, ahead of the end of President Ram Nath
Kovind's term on July 24. MPs will cast their
ballots in the parliament house.
The Bharatiya Janata Party-led National
Democratic Alliance's presidential candidate
Draupadi Murmu is the frontrunner. She will
take on former BJP stalwart Yashwant Sinha,
the joint opposition presidential candidate.
As the race to elect the 16th President of In-
dia picks up pace, the Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar and Election
Commissioner Arun Chandra Pandey held a
review meeting on Tuesday with the Return-
ing Officer PC Mody on poll-preparedness
for the upcoming presidential elections.
AROs and CEOs of all states and UTs were
also present virtually.
While supervising the distribution and dis-
patch of 'Mr Ballot Box' and other poll-re-
lated materials, Kumar emphasised the need
for information, polling and return of the
material to be meticulously managed.
He also reiterated that ROs and AROs adhere
to the highest level of compliance for all
statutory processes and instructions for a free
and fair election.

9th incident in 24 days: SpiceJet's Dubai-Madurai
flight delayed as nose wheel malfunctions
NEW DELHI:
SpiceJet's Dubai-
Madurai flight was de-
layed on Monday after
the Boeing B737 Max

aircraft's nose wheel
malfunctioned, Director-
ate General of Civil Avia-
tion officials said.
Monday's incident is at
least the ninth incident of
technical malfunction in
a SpiceJet aircraft in 24
days. On July 6, the
DGCA issued a show-
cause notice to SpiceJet
following eight incidents
of technical malfunction

in its aircraft since June
19.
The aviation regulator
said the budget carrier
had "failed" to establish

safe, efficient, and reli-
able air services. On
Monday, the Boeing
B737 Max aircraft with
registration number VT-
SZK operated the
Mangaluru-Dubai flight,
DGCA officials noted.
 SpiceJet director
booked for allegedly dup-
ing businessman of lakhs,
airline calls case 'frivo-
lous'

After the aircraft landed,
an engineer did a walk-
around inspection and
found the nose wheel
strut was compressed

more than usual, they
said. The engineer,
therefore, decided to
ground the aircraft, the
officials noted. The air-
line sent another aircraft
from Mumbai to Dubai
to operate the return
Dubai-Madurai flight,
they stated.
Asked about the matter,
a SpiceJet spokesperson
said, "On July 11, 2022,

SpiceJet flight SG23 op-
erating from Dubai to
Madurai was delayed
due to a last-minute tech-
nical issue. Alternate air-

craft was arranged im-
mediately which brought
passengers back to In-
dia."  Some SpiceJet
flights held up at Delhi
airport briefly due to de-
lay in daily payment to
AAI "Flight delays can
happen with any airline.
There has been no inci-
dent or a safety scare on
this flight," the spokes-
person added.

Retail inflation eases marginally to 7.01 per cent in June
NEW DELHI: Retail
inflation dropped
marginally to 7.01
per cent in June
mainly due to slight
easing in prices of
vegetables and
pulses, though it still

remained above the
Reserve Bank's com-
fort level for the
sixth month in a row.
The consumer price
index (CPI) based in-
flation stood at 7.04
per cent in the pre-
ceding month of May
and 6.26 per cent in
June 2021.
Inflation in the food
basket in June 2022
was 7.75 per cent,
compared to 7.97 per
cent in the previous
month, as per the Na-
tional Statistical Of-
fice (NSO) data re-
leased on Tuesday.
The RBI has the man-
date to ensure that
inflation remains at 4
per cent, with a mar-
gin of 2 per cent on
either side. However,
retail inflation is rul-
ing above the RBI's
upper tolerance limit
of 6 per cent since
January 2022.
As per the data, the
inflation print in veg-
etables eased to
17.37 per cent during
the month from
18.26 per cent in
May, while for
'pulses and products'
it slowed to (-) 1.02
per cent against (-
)0.42 per cent.
However, the rate of
price rise in 'cereals
and products' moved
up to 5.66 per cent,
from 5.33 per cent in
the preceding month.
Inflation in the 'fuel
and light' category

rose to 10.39 per
cent as against 9.54
per cent, while that
for fruits increased
to 3.10 per cent
from 2.33 per cent.
Last month, the Re-
serve Bank in its bi-

monthly monetary
policy review raised
the benchmark repo
rate -- at which it
lends short-term
money to banks -- by
a sharp 0.50 per cent
to 4.90 per cent to
rein in spiralling
prices. It followed an
off-cycle meeting on
May 4, when the cen-
tral bank hiked the
repo rate by 0.40 per
cent.
G o v e r n o r
Shaktikanta Das had
said the global geo-
political situation re-
mains fluid and com-
modity markets re-
main on the edge,
rendering heightened
uncertainty to the
domestic inflation
outlook.
However, certain
positive develop-
ments such as expec-
tations of a normal
south-west monsoon
and kharif agricul-
tural season, recent
supply side measures
taken by the govern-
ment as well as lift-
ing of palm oil export
ban by Indonesia may
help ease the acute
price pressures to
some extent, he had
said.
The RBI also raised
its retail inflation
forecast for the cur-
rent financial year to
6.7 per cent from its
previous estimate of
5.7 per cent.
On Saturday, the RBI
Governor while

speaking at the
Kautilya Economic
Conclave exuded
confidence that the
price situation will
gradually improve in
the second half of the
current fiscal.
He also said the cen-
tral bank would con-
tinue to take mon-
etary measures to an-

chor inflation with a
view to achieving
strong and sustain-
able growth. The
Governor said price
stability is key to
maintaining macro-
economic and finan-
cial stability and the
central bank will un-
dertake necessary
measures for the same.
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ICC Women's ODI rankings: Harmanpreet,
Mandhana rises after splendid show in Sri Lanka
DUBAI: Indian women's team captain
Harmanpreet Kaur climbed one place to 13th

while her deputy Smriti Mandhana placed
ninth in the ICC Women's ODI rankings re-
leased here on Tuesday.
Harmanpreet scored 119 runs at an average
of 59.50 and picked three wickets in India's
3-0 sweep of Sri Lanka in the recently- con-
cluded ODI series. She was also named the
Player of the Series for her solid all-around
performance.
Mandhana also had a decent show against the
Lankans, scoring 104 runs in three matches
at an average of 52.

The other Indian batters who have progressed
in the rankings chart are Shafali Verma (three

places to 33rd),
Yastika Bhatia (up
one place to 45th) and
bowling-all rounder
Pooja Vastrakar (up
eight places to 53rd).
Among the bowlers,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad
was up three places to
joint-ninth, Meghna
Singh (up four places
to 43rd) and
Vastrakar (up two

places to joint-48th) have also made some
progress.
Veteran Indian pacer Jhulan Goswami, who
did not feature in the white-ball assignments
against Sri Lanka, held on to her sixth posi-
tion in the bowler's list.
The batting chart is headed by Australian
Alyssa Healy followed by England's Natalie
Sciver, while Englishwoman Sophile
Ecclestone and South African Shabnim Ismail
continue to take the first and second spots
respectively in bowling.

FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India
2022 Volunteer Programme launched
NAVI MUMBAI:
Volunteers are the
heart and soul of any
tournament was the
clarion call from the
Local Organising
Committee (LOC)
for the FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup
India 2022 as the Vol-
unteer Programme
for India's first-ever
FIFA women's com-
petition launched.
The FIFA Volunteer
programme encour-
ages people from all
backgrounds and all
walks of life to reg-
ister to become a
part of the upcoming
FIFA U-17 Women's
World Cup India
2022. The tourna-
ment will take place
across Bhubaneswar,
Goa and Navi
Mumbai in India be-
tween October 11
and 30.

Labelling the chance
to become a volun-

teer as a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity,
the LOC Project Di-
rectors Nandini
Arora and Ankush
Arora issued a joint
statement: "Volun-
teers are the heart and
soul of any tourna-
ment, and it gives us
great pleasure that
the volunteer
programme of the

FIFA U-17 Women's
World Cup India

2022™ is officially
open. We would like
to encourage every-
one interested in
learning about major
sporting events' op-
erations to fill out the
application form.
India's first-ever
FIFA women's com-
petition is creating
more opportunities
for young women in

the country, through
the volunteer

programme, and live
what will be a once-
in-a-lifetime experi-
ence."
As many as 600 vol-
unteer posts across
different functional
areas are now avail-
able at the FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup
India 2022 and the
deadline to apply for
the same is July 31.

ENG v IND First ODI: India
opts to field against England
LONDON: India cap-
tain Rohit Sharma
opted to field after
winning the toss in

the first ODI against
England here on
Tuesday.
Former skipper Virat
Kohli has pulled out
of the match after
sustaining a groin
strain, and Shreyas
Iyer has been picked
in his place.
Speaking at the toss,
Rohit said, "We are
going to bowl first.
There is some grass
cover and it's over-
cast as well. I guess
the sun will be out in

some time. We want
to have a score in
front of us. Shami,
Bumrah - those guys

can swing the ball. It's
important to take
wickets up front and
put brakes on the
scoring. We under-
stand the importance
of playing overseas,
we want to do well
outside India. Today
is no different. We
have five batters and
two all-rounders.
Kohli is not playing
this game, Shreyas
will bat at 3."
Meanwhile, England
skipper Jos Buttler

said, "We would have
done the same thing,
we would have
bowled first. I am

learning a lot about
myself, and about my
role. Looking for-
ward to the ODI se-
ries, it has been a
learning experience.
It's great to welcome
those guys back.
They are few of the
best players in the
world. There are a lot
of selfless guys in
the team, that will be
exactly the same to-
day."
ALSO READ :
Shikhar Dhawan

likely to play his
150th ODI match
Teams: India: Rohit
Sharma (c), Shikhar

Dhawan, Shreyas
Iyer, Suryakumar
Yadav, Rishabh Pant
(wk), Hardik Pandya,
Ravindra Jadeja,
Mohammed Shami,
Jasprit Bumrah,
Yuzvendra Chahal and
Prasidh Krishna.
England: Jason Roy,
Jonny Bairstow, Joe
Root, Ben Stokes,
Jos Buttler (capt &
wk), Liam
Livingstone, Moeen
Ali, Craig Overton,
David Willey, Brydon
Carse and Reece
Topley.

The guy is a genius but needs advice from Freud: McEnroe on Kyrgios
Three-time Wimbledon champion John McEnroe
said Tuesday that controversial Australian Nick
Kyrgios "needs Sigmund Freud" to sort out the
"demons" in his game.
Kyrgios carved a sometimes thrilling, often con-
troversial path to the final at the All England Club
where he lost in four sets on Sunday to Novak
Djokovic.
A series of outbursts saw the 27-year-old fined and
he was described as "evil" and "a bully" by third
round opponent Stefanos Tsitsipas.
But there was some impressive and inventive hit-
ting, not least in the final, where he clattered 30
aces and 62 winners in total.
"The guy is a genius out there the way he plays,"
McEnroe told the BBC, adding that Kyrgios
needed some advice from the father of psycho-
analysis.
"He needs Sigmund Freud to come out of the grave
and somehow figure out a way to keep this guy

going for a couple of years because we could use
him."
"It's unbelievable, he moves the needle for us in
tennis. We need this big time but we don't need
him to try half the time."
Off court the world number 45, who has admitted
to 'tanking' during matches, also faces a court hear-
ing in Canberra next month in relation to an allega-
tion of common assault.
'Demons'
"He's a good kid, the players like him, he's well
liked in the locker room, he does a lot of charity
work," said McEnroe in mitigation.
"But he's got demons you know, in a way -- we all
have this fear of failure and it's a question of how
you best deal with it."
McEnroe, a seven-time Grand Slam winner, was
himself no stranger to controversy in his career,
often lapsing into pantomime histrionics on court in
a bid to raise his own game.




