
THURSDAY

09 FEBRUARY, 202391

Arbitrary transfers in Revenue Dept
trigger ire -High-level probe demanded
BHUBANESWAR: The 5T initiatives of the State
Government have been put on the backburner as
the Revenue and Disaster Department authorities
are having different set of rules for their officials.
While some officials are clinging to their chairs
for years some others are transferred within months
of joining a new post. This arbitrary and whimsical
attitude of the department top authorities has
triggered deep resentment among the employees.
For example an official was transferred just after
two months of posting, though there were no
complaints or adverse remarks against her.
When she met the department authorities and
pleaded to be allowed to stay in the same post as
she has to attend to her ailing old parents and in-
laws she was told that, “Government servants can
be transferred in two days, leave alone two
months.” Finding no alternative she joined her new
place of posting, where no Government residential
accommodation is available.
It is alleged some corrupt officials in the
department are calling the shots and posting their
favourite officials arbitrarily violating the rules. A
high probe by the State Government can unearth
the transfer and posting racket which is fattening
the pockets of some dishonest officials.

"UPA Turned Every Opportunity To Crisis,": PM Modi Sneers At Opposition
New Delhi: Prime

Minister Narendra
Modi, speaking in
Lok Sabha a day after
Congress's Rahul
Gandhi's attack on his
government, lashed
out at the 10 years of
UPA rule, saying it
had "bled the country
dry".

Replying to the
motion of thanks to
the President's
address in parliament,
he said, "2004 to 2014
was the decade of
scams and violence
and the UPA's
trademark was to turn
every opportunity into
crisis". And while the
Congress might feel
the way to go is to
"abuse Modi", the 140
crore people of the

country were his
"shield".

The Prime Minister
accused the opposition
of being so "immersed
in despair" that they
can't see the progress
the country is making.
"And why wouldn't it
be so? Because in the
decade between 2004
and 2014..." he said,
launching into one of
his sharpest attacks on
the Congress.

"Before 2014,
between 2004-14,
inflation was high.
That decade was the
most corrupt since
Independence. In
UPA's 10-year rule,
from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari, the
entire country was
gripped with terrorism.

From Jammu and
Kashmir to the
northeast, the entire
region saw nothing but
violence. In those 10
years, India was so
weak at the global
stage, no one was even
ready to listen to India.
Between 2004 and
2014, the UPA turned
every opportunity into
a crisis," PM Modi
said, amid raucous
cheers from the
treasury benches.

Hinting that
corruption over those
10 years had brought
the Opposition under
the scanner of Central
investigative agencies,
he taunted the
opposition over its
deep rifts. "The
E n f o r c e m e n t

Directorate did what
the voters could not --
ED has brought all
Opposition parties
together on one
platform," he said.

Over the last nine
years, instead of

constructive criticism,
compulsive critics have
taken over, "those who
feel that abusing Modi
will solve their
problems," he added in
an arch reference to
Rahul Gandhi's attack

yesterday."Yesterday
again in the Parliament,
there was a discussion on
Harvard," PM Modi then
added, leaving no room
for doubt about his target.
"The Congress said
India's destruction will be

a case study at Harvard.
However, in the past few
years, Harvard did an
important study. The
topic was: The Rise and
Decline of India's
Congress Party. In the
future, the destruction of
Congress will not just be
studied at Harvard but
also at many other
institutions around the
globe," he added.

Rahul Gandhi had
accused the Prime
Minister of having links
with billionaire Gautam
Adani, whose
companies are in the
spotlight after a
damaging report by US-
based short-seller
Hindenburg Research
alleged stock
manipulation and
accounting fraud by the

group.He said the
Harvard University of
the US should focus on
the situation. "Harvard
University should study
the relationship
between politics and
business - India is a case
study and the Prime
Minister should be
given a gold medal for
this," Mr Gandhi had
said in his first speech
in Lok Sabha after his
Bharat Jodo Yatra.
The BJP said it was
clear that Mr Gandhi
would make Gautam
Adani the focus of
the Congress
campaign for the
next election, and it
would fail just the
way their attack on
the Rafale deal failed
in 2019.

IT raids on Serajuddin
Mines of Joda mining zone

Barbil,(KCN)- Officials of the income tax
department on wedence day were conducting
searches at Serajuddin mines , one of the India’s
largest iron ore miner and exporter  at more than 5
locations in Keonjhar Joda, Barbil and Kolkata
over allegations of tax evasion. Raids were being
conducted at the offices of the company
More than four team of tax officials are reported
to be part of the raid. It is learnt that during the
course of the search and seizure operations, various
incriminating documentary and digital evidences,
including hand-written books and loose sheets,
have been found and seized.The company has
started its operation after a long gap .Though the
cause of is not disclosed by the official ,but Some
opinioned that the raids were conducted after
Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita Sarangi alleged that
some mines owners in Joda sector were minting
money by illegal despatch of iron ore and showing
the high grade iron ore as the low grade to evade
tax. Besides, she alleged that the miners were
dispatching more materials than the actual weight
noted in the challan.However truth will be
disclosed when IT department will speak later.

CM To Attend
Departed Naba

Das’s Sraddhanjali
Sabha In

Jharsuguda Today
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik will visit
Jharsuguda and pay his
tribute to former Health
Minister Naba Kishore
Das on the occasion of
Das’s 12th day
(Dwadasah) rituals
tomorrow. Secretary 5T
VK Pandian will
accompany the CM, the
Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said
today.Vigilance arrests
revenue supervisor in
Suliapada tehsil for
taking bribe from blind
personTight security
arrangements are in place
for the CM’s visit.
Twenty platoons of force
have been deployed and
Jharsuguda police have
issued a traffic advisory
for the purpose, a source
said.The Sraddhanjali
Sabha will be organised
at play ground of
Sarabahal high school in
Jharsuguda. The CM is to
remain present at the
condolence meeting for
about half an hour after
reaching at 12.15 pm.
It is pertinent to mention,
the former leader from
Jharsuguda was killed in
gun attack on January 29.
The firing took place
when the minister
alighted from a car to
attend an inauguration
programme and his
supporters were
garlanding him. He
sustained bullet injuries
on his chest and later
succumbed.
Accused Gopal Das, a
former ASI, was
i m m e d i a t e l y
overpowered and nabbed
and detained by police.
Besides, Odisha Crime
Branch was directed to
probe into the murder,
which is still underway.
Initially , the BJD
minister was rescued and
rushed to Jharsuguda
District Headquarters
Hospital (DHH). He was
later airlifted to a private
hospital in Bhubaneswar
after his condition
deteriorated.

5T Mantra For OAS
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
R. Balkrishnan, Chief
Advisor of the Chief
Minister has emphasized
on 5T Principles of the
Odisha Government.
Inaugurating the
Induction Training of
OAS Officers Trainees at
the Gopabandhu
Academy of
Administration (GAA)
by Sri  Balkrishnan said
the ever-growing and
glowing narratives of the
state that have
transformed the support
seeking state to a guiding
partner to other States of
the country, especially in
Disaster Management,
for which it has been well
appreciated.
He also stressed upon the
achievement of Odisha in
multiple human
development indices
including women’s
empowerment. Besides,
he emphasized upon the
importance of 5T
principles that have
helped in successful
organization of mega

Odisha.
Kiran Kumar Mohanty,
one among 31
participating OAS
Probationers, presented
the expectations of the
officers from the
induction training, while
requesting for the
inclusion of course
contents such as
leadership, time and
people management, and
transparency, etc.
Himanshu Bhusan Panda,
Additional Commissioner,
GAA, welcomed the
guests and informed about
the composition of the
Probationers and course
modules.
Pratap Kumar Mishra,
Deputy Director General,
proposed vote of thanks.
Mamatarani Naik, Deputy
Director, GAA, managed
the stage and  Kananbala
Nayak, Joint Director
(Accounts) coordinated
the program.
The three month long
Induction Training is
scheduled to continue till
22nd May.

events like World Cup
Hokey and Make in
Odisha
Subroto Bagchi,
Chairman, Odisha Skill
Development Authority
presented key-note
address, which inspired
the Officer Trainees
(OTs) to imbibe
principles of ethical
values to lead a well
composed professional
and personal life.
His lucid expressions,
rich with vast experience,

drew attention of the OTs.
He advised the young
officers to never
compromise with their
own conscience,
integrity, honesty, and
commitment to the cause
under any circumstances.
Raj Kumar Sharma,
Director General, GAA,
presiding over the
program emphasized on
three Cs: character,
compassion, and
competency, which are
the important qualities

that an officer needs to
possess.
He asked the young
officers to keep giving
regular feedback in order
to make the training more
interactive, productive,
and beneficial. On this
occasion, Gopabandhu
Academy of
Administration’s new
logo was unveiled by the
dignitaries.
The logo reflects the
spirit and vibrancy of the
apex training institute of

Turkey-Syria Quake Toll Crosses 11,000

Ankara/Damascus: The
death toll from Monday’s
devastating earthquakes
in Turkey and Syria has
surpassed 11,000,
according to data released
by the authorities and
rescuers.
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said
during his visit to the
worst-hit region on
Wednesday that a total of
8,574 people in the
country have died from
the massive earthquakes,
Xinhua news agency
reported.

Earlier, the country’s
disaster management
agency had said more than
40,000 people have been
injured.
In Syria, at least 1,250
were killed and 2,054
injured, said the Syrian
Health Ministry. Media
reports also cited rescue
workers as saying that at
least 1,280 were killed
and over 2,600 injured in
the opposition-held region
in Syria.
A 7.7 magnitude
earthquake struck
Turkey’s southern

province of
Kahramanmaras at 4:17
a.m. local time on
Monday, followed by a 6.4
magnitude quake a few
minutes later in the
country’s southern
province of Gaziantep and
a 7.6 magnitude
earthquake at 1:24 p.m.
local time in the
K a h r a m a n m a r a s
Province.Rescuers were
racing against time and
bitter cold to find survivors
in Kahramanmaras, the
epicentre of two huge and
deadly earthquakes that
struck Turkey and Syria on
Monday.Many countries
and global aid agencies are
offering rescue teams and
relief supplies to the
quake-hit regions.
An 82-member Chinese
rescue team arrived at
Adana Airport on
Wednesday to assist in
rescue efforts in the
quake-hit areas in Turkey
after flying over 8,000
km on a chartered plane.

 Naba Das Murder: Accused Gopal Das
To Undergo Narco, Polygraph Tests
Bhubaneswar(KCN): Dismissed police ASI
Gopal Das, accused of killing Odisha Health
Minister Naba Das on January 29, will undergo
narco analysis and polygraph tests as part of the
investigation into the high profile case.

The JMFC court at
Jharsuguda has allowed
the Odisha Crime Branch
to conduct the twin tests
on the dismissed police
ASI, said an official.
Justice JP Das’
appointment to supervise
probe into Naba Das
murder case ‘illegal’
The JMFC court also
allowed the Crime
Branch to take the

accused on remand for five more days for further
investigation into the case, he added.
Initially, the court had allowed the Crime Branch
to take accused Gopal Das on remand for four
days soon after his arrest in connection with the
incident.The court had extended the remand
period for four more days on February 4.
“The second remand period of Gopal Das ended
today. We sought the court permission to take
him on further remand for more investigation into
the case. The JMFC court has permitted us to
take him remand for five more days,” said the
CB official.
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AIIMS Bhubaneswar to join hands with Chang Gung University, Taiwan over use of
Ar tificial Intelligence (AI) for  better health care management and patient care
Bhubaneswar,(KCN) :
To provide emergency
treatment, early
detection of disease is
much more important.
But, in case a cancer or
brain stroke patient is
admitted to the
emergency department
of a hospital, it has
always been a
challenging task to
provide the patient with
the required emergency
treatment. Hence,
applications of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in
medical data analysis for
disease prediction are the
need of the hour, said
AIIMS Bhubaneswar
Executive Director Prof
(Dr) Ashutosh Biswas.
Dr. Biswas after having
a meeting with Prof.
Prasan Kumar Sahoo, a

the diseases, informed
Prof Sahoo.
Collaborating with
AIIMS Bhubaneswar
like a national institute
for more research on AI
will be a great thing for
Chang Gung University.
It will also be highly
useful for better patient
care and better health
care management, said
Prof Sahoo.
It may be noted here that
Chang Gung University,
Chang Gung Memorial
Hospital, Taiwan has
been working sincerely
in the area of AI, clinical,
and medical images data
analysis. AIIMS
Bhubaneswar Medical
Superintendent Dr. Dillip
Kumar Parida with other
faculties attended the
talk.

Professor in the
Department of
I n f o r m a t i o n
Engineering, Chang
Gung University, Taiwan
and Director of Artificial
Intelligence, has
expressed the pleasure to
join hands with the
prestigious University

for research and training
programmes on AI and
its use in the field of
diagnosis, therapeutics
and management of
patient care.
Prof. Sahoo also had a
talk over AI at AIIMS
Bhubaneswar attended
by faculties of the

institute. Huge volumes
of images and clinical
data are generated when
a cancer or brain stroke
patient is admitted to the
emergency department
of a hospital. Doctors
may use varieties of
images such as
H i s t o p a t h o l o g i c a l ,

Computed Tomography
(CT), Computed
T o m o g r a p h i c
Angiography (CTA) and
Magnetic Resonance
Image (MRI) for disease
diagnosis. Those
collected images are
highly unstructured and
are stored in NDPI or

DICOM format. Deep
learning is part of
Artificial Intelligence
(AI) that mimics the
workings of the human
brain in analyzing
dif ferent formats of
image data for use in
classifying, localizing,
detecting, and

segmenting the medical
images, said Prof Sahoo.
Artificial Intelligence
(AI) is useful to analyze
ischemic stroke,
intracranial artery
stenosis, colorectal
cancer and lung cancer
patient’s images data for
automatic prediction of

SER REGISTERS 4.03% GROWTH IN FREIGHT LOADING
Kolkata:  South Eastern
Railway (SER) has
loaded total 167.18
million tonnes of
originating freight in the
first 10 months (April-
January) of the current
financial year (2022-23)
registering a growth of
4.03% in comparison to
the corresponding period
of previous financial

year.During this period,
the revenue generation
from originating freight
loading has also
increased to Rs
14,949.45 crore as
against Rs. 13,384.63
crore in same period of
the previous year.
Therefore, the earnings
from freight loading
have enhanced by

11.69% for SER.
SER has also registered
a remarkable growth in
coal loading in the first
10 months i.e. April to
January of the current
financial year (2022-23).
During this period, SER
has loaded 42.57 million
tonnes of coal, which is
24.69% more than the
corresponding period of

previous fiscal. Cement
loading has also
registered a growth of
20.78% with a loading of
13.08 million tonnes
during this period.
The main commodities
of freight loading during
this period were iron ore,
coal, pig iron & finished
steel, cement, petroleum
products etc.

DR. SURESH KUMAR AGARWAL GETS
LIFESTYLE MEDICINE  AWARD

KOLKA TA : Dr. Suresh
Kumar Agarwal,
Director International
Institute of Lifestyle
Medicine  in recognition
of his outstanding
excellence and
contribution in the field
of health, healing and
peace through lifestyle
medicine and
management has been
awarded with Lifetime
Achievement Award in
Lifestyle Medicine

jointly by Hello Kolkata,
Lions Club of Kolkata
Magnets and Rotary
Club of Calcutta Kasba
in a ceremony held at
Mrinal Sen Mukta
Mancha, International
Kolkata book fair 2023
On this occasion Dr.
Agarwal said that 80%
of visits to the doctors
account for lifestyle
disorders related
diseases such as
C a r d i o v a s c u l a r

ailments, diabetes,
digestive disorders,
arthritis, thyroid related
problems, kidney
diseases, obesity,
depression, anxiety,
stress etc. are caused by
wrong lifestyle.
Lifestyle Medicine and
Management can well
control these diseases
with certain
modification in the
lifestyle and day-to-day
routine of the patients.

ECoR: 16405 VACANT  POSTS FILLED UP IN LAST  EIGHT  YEARS

PRS DATA BASE OF
ECoR STARTED

FUNCTIONING FROM
BHUBANESWAR

Bhubaneswar :The
Passenger Reservation
System (PRS) Data Base
of East Coast Railway
(ECoR) started
functioning from
Bhubaneswar from today
(8th February’2023)
onwards. ECoR now
self-dependant to operate
all Train data Firing
activities for the trains
originating from its
jurisdiction and will not
depend on other
Railways/Centres.
This will also make
ECoR self sufficient and
will avoid
communication gaps in
case of changes in
schedule of Trains and
will help in quickly
uploading the
reservation requirements
during introduction of
new Trains.
Since the formation of
East Coast Railway with
its headquarters at
Bhubaneswar w.e.f. 1st
April 2003, the Data
Firing activities of all
trains originating over its
jurisdiction had been
with Eastern Railway
Database at Kolkata.
The power of
Decentralisation of
Database from Eastern
Railway to ECoR was
initially accorded by
Railway Board in 2014
but couldn't took shape
due to technical issues.
Later Railway Board has
accorded fresh approval
for decentralisation of
PRS Database from
Eastern Railway.
Accordingly, ECoR has
started operating its own
Database Center at its
headquarters at Rail
Sadan, Bhubaneswar
with trained staff to
operate all Train
information firing
activities. East Coast
Railway General
Manager Shri Manoj
Sharma congratulated
the officials involved in
the functioning of PRS
Data Base at
Bhubaneswar.

Bhubaneswar :Eas t
Coast Railway has filled
up 16 Thousand 405
vacant posts in last Eight
years through the
Recruitment Drive by
Railway Recruitment
Board (RRB) and
Railway Recruitment
Cell (RRC).
In the current financial
year 2022-23, altogether
4118 candidates
appointed in East Coast
Railway through the
recruitment drive by
RRB and RRC including
ongoing recruitment
process.
The total number of 5259
candidates appointed in
East Coast Railway in
Level 1 posts during last
8 years and the
recruitment process was
done by Railway
Recruitment Cell (RRC).
Apart from Level 1 posts,
11146 candidates got
appointment in East

Coast Railway in
different categories in
last 08 years and the
recruitment process was
conducted by RRB
Bhubaneswar and RRB
Secunderabad. All the
above posts includes
more Safety category
posts and a few common
General posts. These
apart, recruitment
process is also in final
stage for filling up 2,858
vacancies in ECoR by
RRBs and RRC in
various levels including
maximum numbers in
Safety categories.
Despite the challenges
of Covid-19 epidemic,
East Coast Railways
(ECoR) has increased its
employee’s strength
from 45,507 as on 1st
April 2019 to 47,331 as
on 1st January, 2023.
As a result, the
percentage of vacancies
to total sanctioned staff

strength in ECoR has
been reduced from
17.3% as on 1st April
2019 to 14.9% as on 1st
January, 2023; whereas
National Benchmark of
percentage of vacancies
to total sanctioned staff
strength in Indian
Railways is 21.2% as on
1st January, 2023. This
indicates that the
vacancies are being
filled up on regular basis
in East Coast Railway.
Safety is topmost
priority in Railways. As
this is a sensitive matter,
many departments are
involved for this.
Railway is aware about
the sensitive matter
regarding Safety in train
operations. East Coast
Railway consistently
monitoring its
workforce and taking
necessary steps for
fil l ing up of vacant
posts.
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Pink Swarovski Lehenga to Royal Ivory Sherwani: Decoding
'Permanently Booked' Sidharth, Kiara's Dr eamy Wedding Look
And the wait is finally
over! The newlyweds
Sidharth Malhotra and
Kiara Advani shared
their happy pictures
from the nuptials and
undoubtedly they have
won everyone's hearts
with their dreamy
wedding looks. The
couple wrote in the
caption, "“Ab humari
permanent booking
hogayi hai” We seek
your blessings and love
on our journey ahead"
The couple got married
as per Hindu traditions
with band baaja and
baraat. Famous `Jea`
wedding band from
Delhi arrived at the
venue on Tuesday.For
D-Day, Kiara wore a
pink lehenga, designed
by Manish Malhotra.
The lehenga features
intricate embroidery
detailing of roman

classic signatures,
hints of ivory
threadwork, gold
zardozi and badla
work, handcrafted with
utmost finesse. He
completed his look
with Polki Jewellery
studded with
extremely fine uncut
diamonds for the
perfect regal look.
Kiara and Sidharth
have always been
tight-l ipped about
their relationship.
They neither accepted
nor denied the dating
rumours. Sidharth
and Kiara apparently
fell in love while
shooting for
`Shershaah`, which
was released in
2021.The duo was
often seen hanging
out together, adding
extra fuel to their
relationship rumours.

architecture, inspired
by the special love the
newlyweds share for
the city of domes. Real
Swarovski crystals are
embellished to
embrace our signature

sparkle.The new bride
chose diamond
Jewellery by Manish
Malhotra for her big
day. The neckpiece
features an exquisite
composition of ultra-

fine hand-cut
diamonds crafted with
rare Zambian
emeralds. She was
seen wearing a
diamond ring,
p r o m p t i n g

speculations that it is
her wedding ring.On
the other hand,
Sidharth opted for an
ivory sherwani with an
exquisite royal luster.
The sherwani features

'Film Carries a Beautiful Message': TMC's Derek O'Brien is all Praises for
Shah Rukh Khan-Starr er 'Pathaan' in Rajya Sabha
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leader Derek
O`Brien on Tuesday, said
in Rajya Sabha that Shah
Rukh Khan`s recently
released film `Pathaan`
"carries a beautiful
message".
Participating in the
debate on the motion of
thanks on the President`s
Address, Derek O`Brien
also praised the entire
team of ̀ Pathaan`. "Well
done Siddharth Anand
(director).... Well done
India`s biggest global
ambassadors. Well done
those of you who made
Pathaan. What we could
not do, Shah Rukh Khan,
Dimple Kapadia and
John Abraham have
shown this country. We
learnt from them.... Do
not mess with India`s
biggest global
ambassadors. You asked
them to boycott
Bollywood, they showed

you one film with a
beautiful message," he
said.
`Pathaan`, which stars
Shah Rukh Khan, John
Abraham and Deepika
Padukone in the lead
roles, faced controversy
after the release of the
film`s Besharam Rang
song last year.
Helmed by Siddharth
Anand, the film was
released on January 25,
2023. The film has raked
in Rs 849 crore
worldwide gross after 12
days of its release.
In his speech, the
Trinamool Congress MP
also slammed the BJP-
led government on the
Adani issue.He accused
the government of
weakening institutions
and using probe agencies
against their opponents.
"You cannot have one
rule for the opposition
and one rule for your

friends and cronies," he
said.
The Trinamool Congress
leader alleged that
institutions like SEBI did
not act swiftly on their
mandate in the wake of
allegations against the

business conglomerate.
US-based short-seller
Hindenburg Research
came out with report
making allegations about
stock manipulation and
accounting fraud against
Adani group firms. The

Adani group has refuted
the charges. The
Opposition parties had
demanded discussion
over investment by LIC,
public sector banks, and
financial institutions "in
companies losing market

value, endangering the
savings of crores of
Indians" following
Hindenburg Research
report. They are also
demanding a joint
parliamentary committee
probe.

Ricky Kej Enjoys Indian Meal in Los Angeles as he
Celebrates Grammy win With ‘Guru’  Stewart Copeland

 Bengaluru-based
Indian music composer
and producer Ricky
Kej, who recently won
his career`s third
Grammy award, has
shared how he

celebrated his win with
his "guru, older
brother and dear
friend" Stewart
Copeland. Taking to
Twitter, he posted a
picture of him and

Copeland eating an
Indian meal. Along
with the picture, he
wrote, "This is how
my guru, older brother
and dear friend
Stewart Copeland and

I celebrated our win :-
) An Indian meal in
Los Angeles.. just the
two of us. So grateful
for him in my life."
Kej won the Grammy
on Monday for his

`Divine Tides` album,
which was nominated
in the Best Immersive
Audio Album
category. He won the
trophy alongside
Copeland, who is a

rock legend. The
result was announced
at the live ceremony
held at the Crypto.com
arena in Los Angeles,
USA. This song was
Kej`s collaborative
project with Copeland
and they bagged
another Grammy for
Best New Age Album
in 2022. The
composer also won for
his 2015 album,
`Winds of Samsara.`
Featuring artists from
around the world,
`Divine Tides` is a
tribute to the
magnificence of our
natural world. This
critically acclaimed
album contains 9
songs and 8 music
videos that were
filmed around the
world from the
exquisite beauty of the
Indian Himalayas to
the icy forests of Spain.
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Letter To Editor Where there is a woman, there is magic
Vinod Chandrashekhar DixitDear Editor

Recently a remarkable Science &
Art Exhibition was held in December 2022
by the students of Indian Public School at
Sarat Sadan, Howrah, West Bengal.  It has
been outstanding exhibition made hugely
successful by the students guided by a group
of dedicated teachers ornamented with
several  innovative scientific models,
smartphone based networking and other
innovative technologies together with a
spectacular display of a wide range of art
objects such as painitings including
beautiful sketches, landscapes, ethnic
cultures and various sculptures to mention
only a handful. Decorative art objects
designed from our daily used waste
products deserve a special mention. The
science models highlighted not only include
good innovations; but, the students were
meticulous in making these technologies
available at a cheaper price to make it
accessible and affordable to the ordinary
citizens. The explanations and
demonstrations by the students in various
projects related to Arts & Humanities,
Social Sciences as well as Science &
Technology has been truly inspirational. A
prize giving ceremony was followed with
students at various levels and disciplines
being recognized for their outstanding
efforts and sincere hard works. A truly
inspirational event that would encourage
students motivated towards further higher
studies and national building.

Saikat Kumar Basu
378 Prince Anwar Shah Road

Kolkata 700045 West Bengal India
Mobile: 8697491914

India is a source,
destination and transit
country for women
being trafficked for the
use of forced labor and
commercial sexual
exploitation. Women
are being held in debt
bondage and are very
vulnerable to forced
labor working in rice
mills, brick kilns, and
agriculture and in
embroidery factories.
Interestingly, a
television debate
concluded that divorce
rates and women
empowerment are
directly proportional.
Empowered though,
women's status has not
been any better, thanks
to honour killings, call-
centre atrocities,
female infanticides and
you name it. Imagine a
world without it! The
world of work is
changing, and with
s i g n i f i c a n t
implications for
women. On one hand,
we have globalization,
technological and
digital revolution and

the opportunities they
bring, and on the other
hand, the growing
informality of labour,
unstable livelihoods
and incomes, new
fiscal and trade
policies and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
impacts—all of which
must be addressed in
the context of women’s
e c o n o m i c
empowerment.

It has rightly pointed
out that “Single means
much more than living
life your way”. It is
found that a single
woman faces many
psychological and
emotional hurdles
because of the
traditional views of
society. The class of
single women with a
new status may be the
direct result of the new
concept of women’s

development. One
would find that
facilities in our country
to welcome this new
trend are still
inadequate and young
women will have to be
trained for such a
possibility. There are
many single women
who are self-confident
and have a positive

self-image. Women
prefer to stay single
because it gives them
the right to live the way
they liked and utilize
their income the way
they wished. In India,
a good number of
women have begun to
remain single and they
have valued their
i n d e p e n d e n c e
regarding physical
matters and decision
making.Our society

needs to change, to
help the single women
to stand on their feet
with dignity and pride.
The phenomenon of
being single either by
choice or by
circumstances, is a
deviation from
t r a d i t i o n a l
expectations but both
the family as well as

the women themselves
need to redefine their
concept of suitability
of a marriage partner.
Inter-cast or inter-
religious marriages
could be encouraged
as this would broaden
the range of choice of
partners. Society
should stop exploiting
them and respect their
right to be happy and
independent.
Crimes rates against

women are much
higher in big cities than
in either small cities or
rural areas. Time has
helplessly watched
women suffering in the
form of discrimination,
o p p r e s s i o n ,
e x p l o i t a t i o n ,
d e g r a d a t i o n ,
a g g r e s s i o n ,
humiliation. In a
country where women
and girls are

traditionally revered as
the Mother and the
Goddess, this is simply
unacceptable. A society
that is unable to
respect, protect and
nurture its women and
children loses its moral
moorings and runs
adrift. The major
lacuna in the laws is
that they are not gender
neutral. Many women
and their family
members, therefore,

misuse them to settle
scores, intimidate and
harass the husband and
his family. It is not
uncommon to project
self-inflicted injuries
as assault by husbands.
Sensitivity training and
knowledge of the
rights of women and
children are another
vital need and must be
made mandatory for all
law enforcement
agencies. To increase
the reporting of such
cases at first we need
to empower the
women and children.
They must be educate
on their rights and
encourage them to
come forward to
register the cases.
There are many violent
cases but due to stigma
in the society very few
are reported. The
problem cannot be
solved by the
government alone but
by a national
awakening involving
the entire country and
civil society. A
nationwide campaign
is needed to reignite
India’s core values and
traditions that respect
and nurture women.

B-15 Jyoti-Kalash
Society,

Jodhpur Tekra
Satellite

Ahmedabad

DON’T  LOSE SIGHT OF VALUES AND CULTURAL  LEGACY
M.R.LALU

Social media across
India celebrated Saudi
Arabia’s decision to
include parts of Indian
epics in its school
curriculum. India’s
exuberance on this
initiative by the
Islamic Republic is
legitimate. The epic
stories the
Mahabharata and the
Ramayana need no
introduction in India
though its
unconvinced secular
mindset often takes a
divisive look on the
philosophical impact
of the holy texts. Most
of the universities in
India refrained from
introducing the epics in
their campuses. A
regime change in India
since 2014 has not had
enough implication on
education though it
keeps proclaiming its
initiatives in the
direction of a cultural
revamp. Indifference
to the idea of
accommodating Indian
epics in the education
system continued
throughout the post
colonial scenario in the
pretext of minority

sentiments being hurt.
The situation has not
changed almost a
decade into the historic
right-wing regime in
India. The Modi
regime has so far been
a failure in
restructuring the
curriculums with an
adequate inclusion of
the Indian cultural
legacy.
Why Indian epics?
This has multiple
connotations to cherry-
pick. When a country
decides to shift from its
consistent radical
interventions by
embracing a nuanced
approach of
reformation as part of
its new visionary
framework, it is indeed
setting a vivacious
approach of transition
for its generations to
come. Therefore, it
was genuine for Saudi
Arabia to catch
headlines in India. We
have at the same time
another Islamic
country taking an
extreme radicalised
view on the other side.
Afghanistan, under its
Taliban dispensation,
has been floundering
heavily as its women
folks are barred from
getting education.
Saudi Arabia has
definitely been
stretching a moderate
version of Islam to
India while

Afghanistan stands out
so horrendous to the
whole world. A reform,
in whichever religion
is welcome. For the
larger refinement of
generations, initiatives
in this regard deserve
kudos. Why do the
Indian epics stand
relevant here? When
India’s pseudo secular
mindset preferred to
brush aside the
potential impact of
values imprinted in the
epics and other ancient
Indian texts, world
over there was a
demand for the
thoughts enshrined in
the ancient books of
wisdom.
A living text like
Mahabharata brings
the conscience of the
whole country on to
one ideological
outline. That has been
the wisdom that the
Mahabharata was
capable of
transmitting. It is said
with full meaning and
grace that there is
nothing in human
existence which does
not have a place in the
Mahabharata. But the
ideological prelude
that a large number of
Indians are habituated
to attach with, has not
come from the
sophistication of the
post colonial education
system that India has
been drumbeating

about. India possessed
an intrinsic tendency to
pass the ancient
wisdom of its epics
from generation to
generation in the form
of stories and ballads.
And people from time
immemorial had been
strengthened by the
wisdom that filtered
through the stories of a
cataclysmic war and
the values deriving
from them. A
pilgrimage through the
lively narratives of the
Indian epics takes us
through the immense
meaning of the battle
of Kurukshetra
between two families
and cousins and
relatives. Among its
thousands of verses are
the golden words of
wisdom exchanged
between Lord Krishna
and his friend Arjuna.
To liberate himself
from the intricacies of
the bitterness of the
battle and its pain and
paranoia, an all-time
war prince surrendered
his ego to the Lord and
his deliverance in the
war field came to be
known as Bhagavad-
Gita.
The epic stories hold a
significant impact
among the
impoverished Indians
and the affluent elite
alike. My personal

experience holds me
enthralled even today
as I recall the narrative
wisdom of my illiterate
grandmother who
helped us grow with
her pastime activity-
storytelling from the
epics. That is its
greatness. In India
illiteracy does not
mean ignorance. The
epics bring better
understanding about
the Vedic wisdom with
clarity. The
M a h a b h a r a t a
especially presents a
visual experience of
people from the entire
subcontinent of India.
From Gandhari’s
Gandhara in the
present Afghanistan to
Krishna’s Mathura to
Dwaraka to the
Kingdoms that
participated in the
Kurukshetra war from
across the country;
Mahabharata takes us
not only for a cultural
tour of India but its
c i v i l i s a t i o n a l
embroidery keeps us
mesmerised as the epic
narrates the
pilgrimages and
victory marches of the
Pandavas from the
extreme north to the
deeper south and to Sri
Lanka. The Indian
epics hold key to the
c i v i l i s a t i o n a l
conscience of the

landscape that
remained under the
tramples of ruthless
invasion for centuries.
No doubt, to the
present day,
irrespective of the
insensitivity of the
ruling governments,
the populace of the
country kept the
values and the cultural
splendour of the holy
texts intact.
An aggressive
campaign by the
government on the
cultural remnants of
brutal invasion has
been on the track since
2014. Many cities and
monuments bearing
the memories of
acrimony have so far
been renamed in tune
with the country’s
civilisational pride.
Last entrant to this
revamping mission
was the renaming of
the Mughal Garden to
Amrit Udyan by the
President of India.
There were strong
course corrections by
rejuvenating spiritual
places too. But the
Modi government at
the centre has failed to
bring legendary works
to limelight for
revamping the literary
and cultural
imagination of our
present generation.
Wisdoms of yore such
as the Bhagavad Gita,
the eighteen Puranas,

the Vedas and the
Upanishads and the
lessons on Jnana,
Vaisheshika, Sankhya,
Mimamsa and Yoga
philosophies and many
more in this casket of
wisdom remained
shelved for decades.
India’s civilisational
ambiance cannot be
maintained until the
spiritual wisdom
preserved in these
ancient texts is not
disseminated. The
controversy on the
historical evidence on
the efficacy of our great
epics holds no
relevance here. They
depict India as a
cultural unit, a
civilisational landmass
that existed in the
golden spiritual values
from the Vedic period
irrespective of its
political disharmony in
certain periods.
Abrahamic religions do
not have epics of the
same stature of the
Ramayana and the
Mahabharata with the
same applicability of
philosophy that even
today encompasses a
huge landmass such as
the Indian
subcontinent. With
their minimal literary
expressions, these
religions are yet to find
ideological proof that
accentuates a
civilisational unity.
Probably this has been

their disadvantage
even though they
flourished in millions
with their inability to
cement the loopholes
of their cultural
inaccuracy.  The Indian
government’s scurried
manoeuvres to re-
scripting the history by
renaming cities and
places should be seen
as an eye-catching
gimmick for intense
polarisation and
political mileage. To
reclaim our cultural
heritage through
simple tokenism
cannot be the pathway.
There should be a more
pragmatic and honest
approach for India’s
cultural revival. India
has the complete right
to walk an extra mile
with respect to this.
The government
should step up its
game. At present, it is
shooting a black boar
in the darkness.

(Freelance
Journalist/Author
of “India @ 75- A

Contemporary
Appr oach”)
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he Union Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas, Housing and Urban Af fairs, Shri Hardeep Singh Puri with the
delegates at the 9th Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable (AMER9) hosted by India, in Bengaluru

KCR's Daughter's Ex Auditor  Arr ested
By CBI In Delhi Liquor Policy Case

New Delhi: A
T e l a n g a n a - b a s e d
chartered accountant,
formerly employed with
KCR's daughter K
Kavitha, was summoned
to the national capital
and arrested by the CBI
in the Delhi liquor
policy case.

Butchi Babu, K
Kavitha's ex auditor,
represented the "South
Group" in the case, said
the CBI. He was arrested
on Tuesday evening as
he was non-cooperative
and his responses were
found to be evasive, said
the agency.

The CBI has alleged
that Mr Babu's role in
the formulation and
implementation of the
now-scrapped Delhi
Excise Policy caused
"wrongful gain" to
H y d e r a b a d - b a s e d
wholesale and retail
l icensees and their
beneficial owners.

Earlier, K Kavitha
was questioned by a CBI
team in Hyderabad on
December 12 for over
seven hours in
connection with the
case.

The Enforcement
Directorate, which
probes financial crimes,
had alleged that K
Kavitha was part of the
"South Cartel" that
benefited from
kickbacks in the liquor

policy case.
The policy was

withdrawn last year by
the AAP government
after a CBI probe was
ordered by the capital's
Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena, a
representative of the
BJP-led government at
the centre.

The Enforcement
Directorate and the
CBI have claimed that
irregulari t ies were
committed whi le
modifying Delhi 's
excise pol icy with
connivance and
kickbacks from a lobby
known as the "South
Group".

The group

comprised Kavitha of
Telangana's rul ing
Bharat Rashtra
Samithi,  Magunta
Srinivasalu Reddy, an
MP from Andhra
Pradesh's ruling YSR
Congress, and Sarath
Reddy of Aurobindo
Pharma, the agency has
alleged.

Under it, the licence
fee was waived or
reduced, and undue
favours were extended
to l iquor l icence
holders, the agencies
have claimed.

Delhi 's Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia has been named
as an accused and
questioned in the case.

60 Sitting MLAs Among 334 Candidates For Meghalaya Assembly Polls
Shillong: 7 Meghalaya
Chief Electoral Officer
FR Kharkongor on
Tuesday said a total of
379 candidates,
including 37 women,
have filed their
nominations for the
February 27 election to
the 60-member assembly
in the state.
Mr Kharkongor had
earlier said that 334
nominees have
submitted papers in all.
Tuesday happened to be
the last day for filing
nomination papers.
All 60 sitting MLAs,
including Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma,
Speaker Metbah

constituency in East
Jaintia Hills district.
Regional party leaders --
Banteidor Lyngdoh of
the People's Democratic
Front (PDP), Ardent
Basaiawmoit of the
Voice of the People,
Martle Mukhim of the
Hills State People's
Democratic Party
(HSPDP) – have also
submitted nomination
papers, the CEO said.
All relevant documents
will be scrutinised on
Wednesday.
The last date for
withdrawal of
candidature is February
10. Votes will be counted
on March 2.

Lyngdoh and Leader of
the Opposition Mukul
Sangma, have submitted
their papers seeking re-
election.
Conrad Sangma, who is
the president of the
National People's Party,
will once again contest
the polls from South

Tura constituency in
West Garo Hills district.
Metbah, the United
Democratic Party chief,
is seeking re-election
from the Mairang
constituency in Eastern
West Khasi Hills district.
Former chief minister
Mukul Sangma, who was

elected as a Congress
candidate in the 2018
election, is contesting as
a Trinamool Congress
nominee this time from
two seats – Songsak in
East Garo Hills and
Tikrikilla in West Garo
Hills.
BJP MLAs Sanbor
Shullai and AL Hek are
seeking re-election from
South Shillong and
P y n t h o r u m k h r a h
constituencies in the
state capital here, Mr
Kharkongor said.
Congress MP Vincent H
Pala, who is also the state
party president, has filed
his nomination papers
from Sutnga-Saipung

BJP To Release Manifesto For Tripura
Assembly Polls On February 9
New Delhi:  Bhartiya
Janta Party national
president Jagat Prakash
Nadda will release the
manifesto for the Tripura
assembly elections on
Friday ahead of the state
assembly election this
month, party source said
on Tuesday.
"Nadda will release the
manifesto for the Tripura
assembly elections on
February 9. He will visit
Tripura on the same
date," the source said.
According to the source,
the party has added many
new points to the
manifesto.
"There many new points
have been added in the

manifesto that is
important for the
development of the state.
Modi government
always thinks about the
development of the
NorthEast. His vision is
the growth of state and
most importantly youth",
the source added.
It further said that after
releasing the manifesto,
Mr Nadda is scheduled
to address a public rally.
"In the morning he will
offer prayer at Tripura
Sundari Mandir. After
releasing the manifesto,
he will address a rally as
well," it added.
The last manifesto of
BJP for Tripura included

promises like jobs,
AIIMS-like facilities in
hospitals, pay matrix of
the 7th Pay Commission,
hiking monthly social
pension to ? 2,000,
providing houses to 3.8

lakh families, drinking
water to 53 per cent
houses holds and others.
The elections for the 60
seats are scheduled to be
held on February 16.
Whereas in Meghalaya

and Nagaland, voting is
to be held on 27
February. The counting
of votes for all three
states will be held
simultaneously on
March 2.

Dhruv Agarwal from The Heritage
School scored 99.87 percentile in
JEE Mains January edition
Kolkata: Proud moment for The
Heritage School, Kolkata to witness the
moment where Dhruv Agarwal, a
student of Class XII Science from the
School, scoring 99.87 percentile in
JEE Mains January edition. Moreover
from the same batch, Kunal Surana,
scored 97 percentile make the entire
Heritage family proud as well. The
students are having a vision to be at
the top IITs in the country.
"I am really proud for Dhruv scoring
such a score in the Jee mains" said
Ms. Seema Saptu, Principal, The
Heritage School, Kolkata.
"It is due to the hard work and tireless
efforts given by our teachers to make
this happen, " said Mr. Pradip
Agarwal, CEO, Heritage Group of
Institutions, Kolkata.

IIT Kharagpur Organises Global
Entr epreneurship Summit (GES) 2023

K o l k a t a , :
Entrepreneurship Cell,
under the aegis of
Rajendra Mishra
School of Engineering
En t rep reneu rsh ip
(RMSoEE) of IIT
Kharagpur organised
the Global
En t rep reneu rsh ip
Summit 2023 (GES)
2023 from February 3
to 5, 2023, returning
from the virtual mode
after last two editions.
This year the opening
ceremony was
inaugurated by Chief
Guest Shri Suresh
Prabhu, former Union
Minister of Industry &
Commerce, Aviation
and Railway and the

Chancellor of
Rishihood University,
Sonipat who addressed
the inaugural
ceremony in an online
mode in the presence
of Special Guest Mr.
Kanav Hasija, Co-
founder & CPO
Innovaccer.
Shri Prabhu stated,
"IIT Kharagpur is one
of the earliest IITs
established in India
and has a strong
reputation both
nationally and globally.
The growth in recent
decades has been
phenomenal, with new
enterprises bringing
fresh ideas and
challenging traditional

practices. While there
is wisdom to be gained
from the past, it is
crucial to recognise
and embrace the
changing world,
which is driven by
formative ideas
e s t a b l i s h i n g
traditional values.”
In the 16th edition of
En t rep reneu rsh ip
Summit 2023, the
theme for this year
GES 2023 was Realm
of Renaissance. E-
Cell of IIT KGP
conducted keynote
sessions from eminent
personalities like Mr.
Karti Kumar Marshan,
President & CMO
Kotak Mahindra

Group; Mr. Abhijit
Roy, MD & CEO,
Berger Paints India
Ltd., and Mr. Akilur
Rahman, CTO Hitachi
Technologies among
many were conducted.
Fireside Chats with
Mr. Pulkit Jain, Co-
Founder Vedantu; Mr.
Rohit Kumar, Co-
Founder Filo; Mr.
Sean Sohn, CEO,
Krafton, Mr. Mikhail
Gusev, India
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,
Skolkovo Foundation
among others
invigorated the
student with fresh
ideas.
Workshops, Product
Expo, Professor’s

Meet, Women
Conclave, Million-At-
S t a k e ,
En t rep reneu rsh ip
Dialogues and Panel
Discussions made the
event a grand affair
and a funding
commitment was
received by two
startups, Atreya
Innovation and
Genexis Biotech. The
closing ceremony was
addressed by Chief
Guest Mr. Vishal
Chaudhary, Founder,
Zetwerk along with
Alakh Pandey Show
that grabbed many
eyeballs.
The three-day
c o n g l o m e r a t i o n

provided a platform to
interact with startup
leaders, win exciting
prizes and build an
enterprising India. Mr.
Gaurav Shah, Partner,
Arete Ventures, Mr.
S u r y a p r a k a s h
Konanuru, CTO,
Ideaspring Capital,
Mr. Avelo Roy,
Managing Director,
Kolkata Ventures, Mr.
Bhavesh Choudhary,
Partner, Venture
Catalyst, Mr. Prashant
Kataria, Investment
Professional, Bharat
Fund were the major
investors. The summit
attracted many
footfalls from the
academic world and

industry experts with a
major turnout.
GES is the annual
flagship initiative of
the Entrepreneurship
Cell of IIT Kharagpur,
being one of the
biggest inter-
collegiate corporate
summits in India. It is
a unique platform
where industry doyens
share their insights
based on their
experiences and
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l
journey. It is a
confluence of aspiring
entrepreneurs, venture
capitalists, angel
investors, new age
e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,
industry experts,

academicians and
students. It is a
platform for young
minds to interact,
enable them to create
innovative ideas and
empower them to
build awareness
amongst their peers
about the ever-growing
startup evangelism.
This year’s summit
concluded with great
aspirations and
formative base models
for future goals under
the supervision and
guidance of Dr. P K
Dan, Associate
Professor, Rajendra
Mishra School of
E n g i n e e r i n g
Entrepreneurship.
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Hope Renews For HC Bench

Own Tax Grows By 13.50%
Bhubaneswar: The
revenue generation
from own-tax sources
registered a growth of
13.50 percent. The
total revenue
collection from own-
tax sources during the
period (April to
January) increased to
Rs 36,372.85 crore
against last previous
year’s collection of Rs
32,046.83 crore.
Due to the constant
monitoring by
Principal Secretary
Finance, Vishal Kumar
Dev, the State was able
to register growth by
January end of the
financial year.
Under the own-tax
revenue, commercial
tax collection was
increased by 15.02
percent. The
commercial tax
collection has
increased from Rs
21,002.88 crore
(Jan’22) to Rs
24,156.75 crore
(Jan’23).
Professional tax
collection upto January
2023 grew by 15.57
per cent, while

collection from land
revenue increased by
8.06 percent. However,

the revenue collection
from stamp duty &
registration witnessed
a negative growth of
15.49 percent.
With the regular
review and continuous
effort by Excise
Commissioner Ashish
Singh, State Excise
revenue has registered
a growth of 21.18
percent till January this
year. The State excise
revenue collection has
been increased to Rs

4990.51 crore from Rs
4118.33 crore during
the period.

In total, the State has
collected revenue
worth Rs 71,315.73
crore from both own-
tax and non-tax
sources by the end of
last month of the
current fiscal
compared to the
collection of Rs
70,818.88 crore during
the same period of
previous fiscal.
So far, the State has
been able to achieve
75.71 percent of the

Budget Estimation of
Rs 94,200 crore made
for the financial year
2022-23.
However the State’s
mining revenue has
gone down by 13.16
percent during April to
January of 2022-23
compared to what it
was during the same
period a year ago.
The total revenue
collection from the
non-ferrous mining &
m e t a l l u rg i c a l
industries till January
of the current financial
year was Rs 31,008.61
crore whereas the
State had collected Rs
35707.45 crore from
this source during
April-January of
2021-22.
The mining sector has
recorded a negative
growth due to
slowdown of market
and price cut, sources
said. The State has
achieved 71.38
percent of the annual
revenue target of Rs
43,444.06 crore made
in the budget
estimation for the
current fiscal.

B h u b a n e s w a r :
Hope for
establishment of a
permanent bench of
High Court of Orissa
in Western Odisha
renewed as the
Government of India
will consider the
demand after
receiving a complete
proposal from the
Odisha Government.
Senior BJP leader
and Bargarh MP
Suresh Pujari had
raised the issue of
demand of setting up
a permanent bench
of High Court of
Orissa in western
part of Odisha
during Zero Hour in
the Lok Sabha on
December 21, 2022.
Shri Pujari has
received a letter on
Tuesday from Union
Law Minister Kiren

Rijiju in response to
the issue raised in
the Lower House.
In his response to
Shri Pujari, the
Union Minister said
that the High Court
benches, at a place
other than its
principal seat, are
established in
accordance with the
recommendations
made by the Jaswant
Singh Commission
and judgment
pronounced by the
Apex Court in
W.P.(C) No.379 of
2000.
The Bench can be
set up after due
consideration of a
complete proposal
from the State
G o v e r n m e n t
i n c o r p o r a t i n g
readiness to provide
infrastructure and

meet the
expenditure, along
with the consent of
the Chief Justice of
the concerned High
Court and the
consent of the
Governor of the
concerned State, he
said.
Shri Rijiju informed
that the State
Government of

Odisha has
requested for setting
up of Orissa High
Court Benches in
Western and
Southern region of
Odisha.
Following which,
the Central
Government has
requested the State
Government, time
and again, to work

out details of
proposed Benches
including its
location in
consultation with
High Court of
Orissa, the recent
being vide letter
dated April 7, 2022.
However, no
response has been
received yet, he said.
“At present, no

complete proposal
regarding setting up
of the bench (es) of
Orissa High Court is
pending with the
Government,” he
clarified again.
The Union Minister
reiterated that the
State Government
along with the
Orissa High Court
needs to work out

details including
provision of land,
building of High
Court and residential
accommodation for
Judges and staff of
the proposed bench.
Once the State
G o v e r n m e n t
communicates the
proposal along with
the consent of the
High Court, the
Government of India
will take further
necessary action, he
added.
Notably, the
Supreme Court, in
December last, had
rejected the demands
of advocates for
violence during
protest by advocates
during a protest in
Sambalpur.
Hearing the case, a
bench of Justices SK
Kaul and AS Oka of

the SC has observed
the demand for
establishing a
permanent bench of
the High Court in
Western Odisha
seems to have
become a “prestige
issue”, while noting
there was no
justification for
having another
bench of the HC in
view of the
widespread use of
technology in the
functioning of
courts.
“There is no high
hope of formation of
a bench, much less
any hope now. Even
if there was some
remote possibility,
that is lost now due
to their conduct,” the
Apex Court had
observed.

Truck Driver  Burnt Alive As Vehicle
Overturns In Odisha’s Sambalpur
Sambalpur: Driver
of a truck was burnt
to death after the
vehicle turned turtle
on Rairakhol-
Naktideul road near
Terabeda village in
O d i s h a ’ s
Sambalpur district,
today.
The speeding truck
overturned and then
caught fire due to
electr ical short
circuit, reports said.
The driver of the
truck was unable to
come out of the
vehicle as he was
burnt alive. Though

locals tr ied to
rescue him, but in
van as he was stuck
in the damaged
vehicle.
The identity of the

deceased was yet to
be established.
On being informed,
Fire Services
personnel reached
the spot and doused

the flames.Police
have recovered the
charred body for
post-mortem and
initiated an
investigation.
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Pune : India:Cummins
India received the
Diversity and Inclusion
Partner Award as well as
the Outstanding
P r o f e s s i o n a l
Development Event
Awardat the Society of
Women Engineers
(SWE) 2022 WE Local
Awards. Cummins India
Technical Organization's
Leading Inclusion for
Technical (LIFT)
Employee Resource
Group (ERG)won the
Diversity and Inclusion
Partner Award, while
Cummins College of
Engineering for
Women’s(CCEW)The
Grey Projectwon the
O u t s t a n d i n g
P r o f e s s i o n a l
Development Event
Award.Cummins India is
the industry sponsor of
the SWE affiliate at
CCEW.

On the Diversity and
Inclusion Partner Award,
PradheepramOttikkutti,
Executive Director –
Engineering, Cummins
India said,“We, at
Cummins India, are
proud to receive the
prestigious Diversity and
Inclusion Partner Award.
Today, Cummins India
Technical Organization
has over 100 active SWE
members, who along
with the LIFT ERG, are
determined to support
development and
inclusion of women at all
levels. I truly believe that
diversity, equity and
inclusion are vital
forCummins India to
continue our journey on
innovation, prosperity,
and long-term success.
We are now focused on
accelerating our
inclusion journey to
achieve our objective ofVodafone Idea Foundation to Set up Robotic Labs in Schools

Funskoolrolls out exclusive new range
of toys for children this summer

India Poker Championship and
India Online Poker Championship

Chennai: India’s leading
toy manufacturer,
Funskool India Ltd is
back with launching yet
another blockbuster
range of toys for children
this summer. The wide
range of new products
are from a diverse range
of categories such as
board games, puzzles,
Infants & pre-school,
dough etc. This range
will not only encourage
the development of
multiple skills:
cognitive, physical,

social, and emotional but
also help parents to fully
engage their children.
The product offerings
includea3 in 1 Deluxe
Play Gymand Mini
Vehicles combo packs
for Toddlers, traditional
board games such as
Goats and Tigers (better
known as Aadu Puli
Attam in Tamil),
Mancala, 9 in 1 Super
Games apart from other
products in Handy Crafts,
Fun Dough and Puzzles
for young children.

Gifting ideas for
Mother ’s Day

Mumbai: SpartanPoker
announced the dates for
its leading poker
championships. The
India Poker
Championship (IPC) is
heading to Casino Vegas
by Big Daddy, Nepal,
and will be held from
17th - 22nd May 2022.
The 13th edition of the
Indian Online Poker
Championship (IOPC)
will be held from 2nd -
19th June 2022.Indian
poker enthusiasts will get
to experience the best of
both felts this summer
with a whopping
combined Prize-Pool of
36.5 Crore GTD.

India Poker
Championship,the five-
day live event hosted in
Casino Vegas by Big
Daddy, Nepal, will
include four high-octane
tournaments with a
combined prize pool of
3.5 Crore. The IPCMay

’22 MegaStacks edition
is also designed in a best-
in-class live tournament
structure with heavy buy-
ins & deep stacks for a
high-quality gaming
experience.

The India Online
Poker Championship,
which follows
immediately post IPC,
would be the biggest ever
online poker series in
India with a massive
prizepool of33 Crore
GTD!The 18-day-long
virtual series will
provide an online
experience unlike any
other gaming event in
India.

Speaking on the
launch, Mr. Amin
Rozani, CEO of Spartan
Poker Group said, “We
are excited to host the
India Poker
Championship live this
year and follow it up
with our very successful

u n d e r s e r v e d
communities, preparing
them to participate in
future technological
studies.

Digital Labs, an
innovative education
programme, is designed
to hand-hold school
going children aged 11-
14 years, through their
first experience with the
world of programming
and new technologies.
By creating an open
atmosphere for learning,
Digital Labs aim to instill
courage in these students
to embrace technology
and imbibe a problem-
solving approach.

The partnership is

aimed at improving the
students’ education and
employment prospects
across Science,
T e c h n o l o g y,
Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) by
providing an exciting
learning experience and
develop skills such as
teamwork, problem-
solving skills, critical
thinking.

Through this
partnership, ten Digital
Labs will be set up at
Vodafone Idea
Foundation schools in
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Gujarat.

Commenting on this
initiative, P Balaji, Chief
Regulatory and
Corporate Affairs Officer
- Vodafone Idea Limited,
and Director - Vodafone
Idea Foundation said,
“Digital skills are a
necessity for the holistic
growth of the youth in
the digital era. Exposing
school going children to
coding and robotics
helps spark creativity,
stimulates crit ical
thinking, imbues a
collaborative mindset
and opens up a world of
opportunities. Using
our technology based
tools, we have been
working with

u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d
children through
various programmes
aimed at giving them an
opportunity to learn,
grow and compete.
Taking our ‘Technology
for Good’ mission
forward, we are happy
to partner with
Ericsson, to expose the
young minds with
higher-level skills and
development, as well as
encourage underserved
groups to pursue
advanced ICT
education and enter
science, technology,
engineering, and
mathematics (STEM)
fields.”

With Mother’s day just
around the corner, we
must appreciate the role
she plays in our lives.
While mothers deserve
our love round-the-
clock, it’s all about going
all-out on Mother’s day.
From grand-mothers to
new moms, these super
women play myriad roles
in our lives. And they
deserve much
appreciation and a lot of
CARE!
However, the plethora of
choices tend to daunt a
person while picking out
the perfect gift for your
mother. But worry not! If
you are on the lookout
for a gift that would be
the perfect token of love
- Here’s a gifting guide
for mother’s day that will
tick all your check boxes
for the 8th of May
1. Clensta’s Super
Women Combo Pack for
your Super Woman:
The super women that
our moms are, they hop
from one task to another

and make it look
effortless and breezy
without caring about the
toll it takes on their mind,
body and skin. This
Mother’s Day pamper
your super-mom with
Clensta’s Super Women
Combo Pack which
comprises of a Face
Moisturizer, a
Sunscreen, a Face Serum
and an Under-eye
Cream. Laced with the
goodness of magical Red
Aloe Vera, this essential
combo will help your
mother in replenishing
her natural glow and
having the perfect skin
she has always dreamt
of. The higher
concentrations of
b e n e f i c i a l
phytochemicals in Red
Aloe Vera provide it a
22-times more powerful
anti-inflammatory effect.
High concentrations of
salicylic acid and
polysaccharides help
relax tight muscles and
provide a soothing effect.

Samsung Launches High-Performance Premium
Jet™ Cordless Stick Vacuum Cleaners in India

traps 99.999% of fine
dust particles and
allergens. This is
certified by the British
Allergy Foundation &
SLG Pruf &
Zertifizierungs. Running
on a robust Digital
Inverter Motor that
optimizes airflow with
its ultrasonic welded
airfoil blades for high
energy efficiency,
Samsung vacuum
cleaners – Jet 70, Jet 75
and Jet 90 –come with
the promise to provide
high-speed and enhanced
cleaning for consumers.

“With increased focus
on safety, health and
hygiene in the post-
pandemic era, consumers
are looking for agile and
efficient home cleaning
solutions. Our all new
Samsung Jet™ cordless
stick vacuum cleaners
are here to provide
unmatched convenience
to our consumers with
best-in-class features for
a hassle-free cleaning
experience. Equipped
with cutting-edge
technology such as a
Multi-layered Filtration
System, the vacuum
cleaners trap 99.999% of
fine dustand allergens
and provide powerful

and hygienic cleaning.
Despite Samsung Jet’s
remarkably powerful
suction capabilities, its
body has been designed
to be lightweight,
allowing our consumers
to enjoy the Jet’s easy-to-
use features more
comfortably,” said
Mohandeep Singh,
Senior Vice President,
Consumer Electronics
Business, Samsung
India.The all-new range
of Samsung Jet™
cordless stick vacuum
cleanerswill be available
in three models – Jet 70,
Jet 75 and Jet 90– with
prices ranging from INR
36,990 to INR
52,990.The models will
be available on
Samsung’s official
online store Samsung
Shop starting May 04,
2022and soon on
Flipkart. For a limited
period between May 04
and May 09, 2022,
consumers buying
Samsung Jet™ cordless
stick vacuum
cleanerscan avail no cost
EMIs of up to 12 months,
starting INR
2,799.Consumers will
get one-year warranty on
Samsung Jet™ cordless
stick vacuum cleaners.

Cummins India wins the
‘Diversity and Inclusion Partner’

50% female
representation.”

Jim Fier, Vice
President- Chief
Technical Officer,
Cummins Inc
said,“Focusing on
diversity, equity and
inclusion is not new at
Cummins. It is part of
who we are and how we
innovate and solve
complex problems better
and faster. Cummins
India is a leader in the
company, and in society,
for taking action to create
an environment where
everyone is included and
can succeed. This award
from the Society of
Women Engineers
(SWE) is a great
reminder that we should
pause and celebrate the
progress made – while
we also move forward to
do more.”

Commenting on the
launch of the new
products for summer
2022, Mr. R. Jeswant,
CEO, of Funskool India
said,“Funskool has
always strived to
introduce the best
inspiring and engaging
toys with a focus on
edutainment. Being
indigenously developed
and manufactured, the
new range of toys and
games align with the
nation’s goal of Atma
Nirbhar Bharat.”

India Online Poker
Championship that will
be hosted on the Spartan
Poker platform, along
with other streaming
partners like AIO Games,
Blitzpoker, PokerHigh,
and PokerDaddy. We
know how incredible the
level of play in these
competitions can be! We
aim to offer an even
better experience for
players &fans, and even
more opportunities for
skilled players to raise
their games and win huge
prizes.”

At Spartan Poker, we
provide a seamless and a
fair gaming experience
to the Indian poker
community, and we are
driven to build Poker as
a professional sport in
India,along with all its
inherent thrill, while also
showcasing the country's
untapped poker talent.
Added Mr. Rozani.

Bhubaneswar: Digital
Skills are at the centre of
the fourth industrial
revolution and a
prerequisite for future
e m p l o y m e n t
opportunities for today’s
children. With the
objective of playing a
role in building a future
ready talent force from
the school level onwards,
Vodafone Idea
Foundation, the CSR
arm of Vi, and Ericsson
India have partnered to
set up state-of-the-art
Robotic Labs in ten
schools across the
country to provide new-
age learning experiences
to children from

Blue Dart reports record performance
with positive Q4 and Year-End

Mumbai: Blue Dart Express Limited,South Asia's
premier express air and integrated transportation &
Distribution Company, declared its Audited financial
results for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2022
at the Board Meeting held in Mumbai.

The company posted ? 1,354 million profit after
tax (previous year ? 891millionprofit) for the quarter
ended March 31, 2022,and ? 3,764 million profit after
tax (previous year ? 963 million profit) for the year
ended March 31, 2022.Revenue from operations for
the quarter ended March 31, 2022 stood at ? 11,659
million and 44,090 million for the year ended March
31, 2022.

Sudarshan Venuelevated as Managing
Dir ector of TVS Motor  Company

Chennai: TVS Motor
Company, a reputed
manufacturer of two-
wheelers and three-
wheelers globally,
announced at its board
meeting today the
e l e v a t i o n
ofSudarshanVenuas
Managing Director of the
Company,effective today.
Sudarshan has been
charting the future of one
of India’s leading two-
wheeler manufacturer and
has made it the most
awarded two-wheeler
company.He has played a
pivotal role in
thecompany's growth in
India and key

internationalmarkets,
including Asia, Africa,
andmore recently in
Europe.
Prof Sir Ralf Dieter Speth,
Chairman,TVS Motor
Company said,
“Sudarshan has got a clear
vision and brings with him
both a tremendous passion
for advanced technologies
and sustainable growth,
deep-seated in values. He
thinks future-oriented,
staying ahead of the
emerging trends. Personal,
smart mobility, including
electrification, are two of
his big areas of focus. He
has also spearheaded the
international growth of

TVS Motor.He has the
ability to lead high
performing teams
internationally with
empathy. He takes care
of people and society.I
am sure that with his
leadership, the company
will grow stronger and
further pivot to the
future.”  Mr Venu
Srinivasan, Chairman
Emeritus, TVS Motor
C o m p a n y s a i d ,
“ S u d a r s h a n ’s
extraordinary efforts
have witnessed key
decisions to develop
aspirational products and
grow fast in India and
overseas.

Bhubaneswar: Samsung,
India’s largest and most
trusted consumer
electronics brand, has
launched its
p r e m i u m , h i g h l y
powerful and
intuitiveSamsungJet™
cordless stick vacuum
c l e a n e r l i n e - u p ,
delivering the ultimate
end-to-end hygienic
home cleaning solution
to consumers in India.
The line-up of vacuum
cleaners will be available
on Samsung’sofficial
online store,Samsung
Shop starting May 04,
2022and soon
onFlipkart.The launch
marks Samsung’s foray
in the vacuum cleaner
segment in India with a
range that can generate
up to 200W of industry-
leading suction power.

The range comes with
a Jet Cyclone systemthat
features nine cyclones
with 27 air inlets to
securely trap fine dust
particles that are sucked
into the vacuum cleaner
without compromising
on suction
power.Samsung Jet™
cordless stick vacuum
cleanersrelease clean air
out with a Multi-layered
Filtration System, which

WhatsApp rolls out emoji reactions, bigger groups
San Francisco: With an aim to make the messaging platform more user friendly,
Meta-owned WhatsApp has announced that it is rolling out new features,
including emoji reactions, bigger files and groups.The company said that it is
slowly rolling out the ability to add up to 512 people to a group, which, till now,
allowed to add only up to 256."We are excited to share that emoji reactions are
now available on the latest version of the app. Reactions are fun, fast, and they
reduce overload in groups too. We will continue improving them by adding an
even broader range of expressions in the future," the company said in a blogpost.

Godrej democratises household insecticideformatsthrough breakthrough innovation
New Delhi: India takes
a giant leap in the global
fight againstmosquito-
borne diseases. Two
homegrown innovations;
the world’s lowest cost
liquid mosquito repellent
device and a no-gas
instant mosquito–kill
spray developed by
Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd (GCPL),
was launched in the
presence of experts from
the National Center for
Vector Borne Diseases
Control, Malaria No
More India, Fortis
Hospital Noida, among
others.
Branded Goodknight
Mini Liquid and HIT No-
Gas Spray, these
innovations make safe &
smoke free mosquito
protection accessible for
lower income
consumers. Many of

whom today use unsafe
and unregulated high
smoke incense sticks.
Doctors caution against
using these spurious
repellent incense sticks
as they may cause
bronchitis, asthma,
reactive airways disease,
and other conditions. Till
now, regulated and safe
non-smoke solutions,
while widely known,
were only available at
higher prices and with
features that did not suit
the needs of these
consumers.
GCPL understood these
needs in depth and have
developed innovations
with breakthrough R&D.
Firstly, by recognizing
thatmany lower income
households have high
mosquito infestation
through the night and
therefore need a

consistent high repellent
effect. This resulted in
the engineering of
Goodknight Mini as a
single mode machine
giving high all-night
efficacy. Priced at just
INR 50 (Repellent
Machine + Refill) and
refills for INR 35/-, this
solution only costs INR
2.5 for a night’s use.
With electrification in
India crossing 95%+
milestone (as per The
National Family Health
Survey – 5 report
released in March 2022),
the device is expected to
gain wide adoption.
Secondly, because lower
income households have
relatively smaller rooms,
expensive LPG based
aerosol sprays designed
for large spread in big
rooms were not suitable.
GCPL took inspiration

from no-gas deodorants
and developed HIT No-
Gas Spray, an innovative
instant mosquito-kill,
water-based spray for as
low as INR 1.5 per use
occasion. As per the tests
undertaken by GCPL,
HIT No-Gas Spray kills
mosquitoes faster than
spurious incense sticks,
while being completely
safe & smoke-free.
Commenting on the
affordable innovations,
Sudhir Sitapati, MD &
CEO, Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd (GCPL),
said, “We have made
great progress so far to
lessen the impact of
m o s q u i t o - b o r n e
diseases. The way
forward, however, calls
for empowering people
especially in small cities,
towns, and rural areas.
Liquid repellents &

aerosols are the most
effective solution against
mosquitoes, but they
remained largely
inaccessible to lower
income households due
to high pricing. We at
GCPL, are proud to
introduce the
Goodknight Mini and
HIT No-Gas Spray.
These innovations
bring down the cost of
l iquid repellent and
spray categories in
India by upto 50% and
thus make them
accessible for
everyone. With these
innovations, we are
democratising safe
mosquito repellents for
lower income
consumers. Supporting
the government's vision
of easing the nation's
health burden is our
greater commitment.”
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There could be temptation to play three spinners: KL Rahul
NewDelhi:For as much
as KL Rahul attempted
to brush aside the
importance of the
upcoming Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, not
wanting to stretch it any
beyond just another
B o r d e r- G a v a s k a r
Trophy, he held the
cards of India's plan of
action for the opening
Test, in Nagpur, close
to his chest. Often
contradicting himself.
In what will be the last
series of the World
Test Championship
cycle for India, their
fate for a place in the
final l ies in their
hands, and the results
of the upcoming four-
match series wil l
remain crucial in that
respect. There is a
scope of blip, but then
the reliance falls on Sri
Lanka who are set to
tour New Zealand.
"It is a must-win
series," Rahul
admitted on Tuesday.
"When it 's India-
Australia, it always is.
Each team wants to
win, it's a big series. I
don't think it 's any

different to any other
B o r d e r- G a v a s k a r
Trophy we play. Yes,
there is a World Test
Championship (final)
there that we all want to
play, we all look to play
in it. But we also have
to take into fact that we
have to take one game
at a time and remain in
the present. We'll try to
win the first game here
in Nagpur and take it
from there.
The Playing
combination
There are three major
conundrums that the
Indian selectors are
likely to be faced with.
Who takes the gloves -
KS Bharath or Ishan
Kishan? Who bats at No
5 - Suryakumar Yadav
or Shubman Gill? And
if they play three
spinners, who will be
the favoured one - Axar
Patel or Kuldeep
Yadav?
The Indian vice captain
offered no peek into the
team's plans. "We still
haven't decided on the
final Playing XI," he
said. "There are still a
couple of days for the

game to start. We have
a couple of tough
decisions. There are
guys who have
performed exceedingly
well, and there are a few
discussions going on.
Whoever is playing,
will definitely know
what their role is. We
have to wait for Day 1
of the Test match.
"The Playing XI we
decide based on what's
the best decision for the
team in that Test match.
We've done that in the
past as well. There have
been questions raised
why a certain player
played when Kuldeep
got the Man of the
Match against
Bangladesh, and didn't
play the next match.
The only reason behind
such decisions is to see
what's the best XI for
that conditions.
"Even in this series, we
will try to make. Some
matches are going to be
tough on players,
everyone has gone
through that journey.
Here, everybody is very
clear about what the
team is thinking, why

"If there are a lot of
left-handers, it will
give the bowlers time
to settle with their
lines and lengths. It's
quite a unique thing. I
don't think any other
team has that many
left-handers. Ya, it
will be a challenge for
the bowlers, but it will
also help them settle
in their rhythm and
line and lengths."
Having said that, he
didn't rule out the old
ball threat that the
Australian pacers
could pose. "Any fast
bowler who can
exploit reverse swing
can be quite
dangerous on these
pitches. That's
something we also try
to prepare for and
tried practise for the
last 8 to 10 days. We
all know Australia
have always produced
high-quality fast
bowlers. We know the
threat they always
bring in to the series
with the new and the
old ball. That's the
beauty of playing
against top teams."

they are playing, why
they are not playing,
what their roles are. And
the atmosphere in the
changing room is very
good and everybody is
clear what the captain
and the coach are
thinking."
Challenge of spin and
pace
Much unlike how Ian
Healy stated that the
contest will be in favour
of Indians if the pitch
assists spinners and aren't
'fair', Rahul brushed
aside the enormity of the

challenge the visitors are
likely to face.
"It's an international
team. They know
exactly what to do to
prepare themselves for
such conditions.
They've been here so
many times before,
they'll know what to
expect. They would
have prepared before
coming here. I don't
think that should be an
issue."
While he did admit that
the Indian batters have
been preparing to tackle

the spin challenge, and
signalled at what kind of
challenge the Australian
batters are likely to best
prepare for, he remained
just as non-commital on
what pitch could likely
offer in Nagpur.
"We did see it (the
pitch), but it's too early
to know what the pitch
will be," he said. "We
will still have to come
here on the day of the
game and only then we'll
know what the pitch is
going to.. We can only
look and assume that it's

going to play a certain
way. But you never
know. There could be a
temptation to play three
spinners. We know the
pitches here in India and
it's going to spin. We'll
make the call on the day
of the game or a day
before the game.
"Obviously, we've
worked on spin," he
added. "We know how
the pitches are going to
be here in India and
what to expect. Keeping
that in mind, each
person has their
individual plans.
Everyone wants to play
a certain way. Everyone
has their own set way
that has been discussed
with the coaches and
the batting group, and
trying to get used to
playing in spinning
conditions and see how
we can score runs."
The advantage for the
Indians spinners
though, according to
him, could come from
the fact that Australia
are likely to play five
left-handers in the top 7
in the absence of
Cameron Green.

With England series in focus, Tamim to be
rested for remaining part of BPL
Dhaka:Bangladesh ODI
skipper Tamim Iqbal will
be rested for the
remaining part of the
Bangladesh Premier
League, in order to
ensure he will be fit and
ready for the limited
overs series against
England next month. The
experienced cricketer
has been laid low by
groin and back strain.
"Tamim has a problem.
He had a back strain
problem and due to that
he went to Bangkok and
took injection but he still
suffered (back pain). Our
team physio and national
physio Julian came to me
and spoke today, and
because there is England
series, it is a big concern
for us. That is the reason
we are thinking of giving
him a break, because if
he plays, then it might get
worse (injury)," Khaled

Mahmud, the coach of
Khulna Tigers, told
reporters. Incidentally,
Mahmud is also a part of
BCB.
"It's a (tough) call for the
franchise as they pay
him, but after all country
comes first and
franchises will
understand it. It would
have been different if the
situation was different

like we are playing in the
qualifier," he added.
England will arrive on
February 24 to play three
ODIs and as many T20Is.
Tamim is set to lead the
ODI side while he will
not be available for
T20Is as he retired from
that format last year.
Meanwhile, Mahmud
also said that all doors
are not closed for

Bangladesh's former
technical director
Sridharan Sriram. The
former India all-rounder
took over the
responsibility of
coaching the Bangladesh
set-up for the Asia Cup
and T20 World Cup last
year after Russell
Domingo stepped down.
Subsequently, Domingo
also resigned as the
coach of Bangladesh's
Test and ODI side, with
BCB naming Chandika
Hathurusingha as the
coach for all three
formats of the game.
"As far as I know, he
(Sriram) stil l has a
chance. I am a bit
detached due to BPL. I
had a talk (with Sriram)
and he must be having
some demand. Let's see
how much time he can
give and in what
capacity, that is a big

thing, but till now all the
doors are not closed for
him. He (Sriram) is
expected to talk with
Papon (Nazmul Hasan,
BCB president) bhai
and I don't know
anything apart from
that."
Mahmud also pointed
out that both Sriram and
Hathurusingha have a
similar outlook towards
coaching. "I feel that Sri
and Hathu are mirror
images of each other. I
have worked with both
and held discussions.
Yes, obviously, there is
room for different
philosophies but both
are attacking-minded
and positive as coaches.
Of course, there is the
thing that Hathu will be
given time to build the
side, since he has been
handed the head coach
role."

409 players to go under the hammer
in inaugural WPL auction
NewDelhi: 409 players
will go under the
hammer in the inaugural
Women's Premier
League auction in
Mumbai on February 13,
the BCCI confirmed on
Tuesday (February 7).
Out of the 409 players,
246 are Indians and the
rest 163 are overseas.
In total, 1525 players had
registered for the WPL
auction and that
astronomical number
was cut down to 409. A
maximum of 90 slots are
available to be filled,
with 30 of those
belonging to overseas
players. In the final list,
199 players are uncapped
and 8 are from associate
nations.
The highest reserve price
is INR 50 lakh, a bracket
that sees 24 players
present in it including
Indian skipper

Harmanpreet Kaur and
openers Smriti
Mandhana and Shafali
Verma. Sophie Devine,
Ellyse Perry, Alyssa
Healy, Meg Lanning and
Deandra Dottin are some
of the overseas names
present in that top
bracket.
30 players are present in

the next category, that
has a base price of INR
40 lakh. As revealed by
Cricbuzz earlier, the
tournament will kickstart
on March 4 with the final
slated to be held on
March 26. The 22-game
tournament will be
entirely played in
Mumbai, in two venues.

Sania Mirza Divorce Rumours: Tennis Star Posts Cryptic Message
on Social Media Amid Talks of Separation With Husband Shoaib Malik
NewDelhi :Indian
tennis legend Sania
Mirza played her final
Grand Slam match
last month, reaching
the Australian Open
2023 mixed doubles
final with partner
Rohan Bopanna. On
Tuesday (February 7),
Sania began the final
leg of her illustrious
career in Abu Dhabi
amid rumours of
divorce with husband
and former Pakistan
captain Shoaib Malik.
Sania has posted
multiple cryptic
message on social
media, which have
added fuel to the fire.
On Tuesday, Sania

once again fuelled
separation rumours
with her latest
Instagram post.
Posting a photo of
herself, Sania wrote,
‘This is not the time to
lose faith , this is the
time to hold onto it’.
Meanwhile, Sania
Mirza and her
American partner
Bethanie Mattek-
Sands suffered a
straight-set defeat
against the pair of
Kirsten Flipkens and
Laura Siegemund in
the first round of the
Abu Dhabi Open. The
Sania-Bethanie duo
lost 3-6, 4-6 to their
B e l g i a n - G e r m a n

opponents in the match
that lasted one hour

and 13 minutes
Monday night to make

an early exit from the
tournament.

Sania, a six-time
Grand Slam winner, is

set to retire from
professional tennis
after playing in the
Dubai Tennis
C h a m p i o n s h i p s
beginning February
19. Last month, Sania
and Rohan Bopanna
had finished runners-
up in the mixed
doubles in the
Australian Open in
Melbourne as they lost
to Brazilians Luisa
Stefani and Rafael
Matos in the final.
Interestingly, Sania
claimed her first major
in 2009 at Melbourne
Park, when she paired
up with Mahesh
Bhupathi. And she
ended her illustrious

Grand Slam career at
the same venue.
From 2009 to 2016,
Sania Mirza won six
Grand Slam doubles
titles - three each in
the women`s doubles
and mixed doubles. In
2015, she even
became the world`s
No. 1 in women`s
doubles ranking.
“The journey of my
professional career
started in Melbourne
in 2005 when I played
Serena Williams in the
third round as an 18-
year-old,” a teary-eyed
Sania said after the
Australian Open
mixed doubles final.


