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PARLIAMENT ARY DELEGATION FROM
BHUTAN CALLS ON THE PRESIDENT

NewDelhi: A
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Delegation from Bhutan
led by H.E. Wangchuk
Namgyel, Speaker of the
National Assembly of
Bhutan called on
President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan
today (February 7, 2023).
Welcoming the
delegation, the President
said that we deeply value
multifaceted and unique
friendship between India
and Bhutan. The

Government of India is
committed to expand its
excellent bilateral
cooperation with
Bhutan, in accordance
with the aspirations and
priorities of the people
of Bhutan. India is
foraying into new
avenues of bilateral
cooperation with Bhutan
such as Space
Cooperation, Smart
Agriculture, Youth and
Sports, Start-ups,
Renewable energy and
Digital Development, to

help the Royal
Government of Bhutan
realize its vision of
prosperity for all.
The President noted that
this year Bhutan would
graduate from the LDC
group of countries and
embark on the path of
becoming a High
Income Economy by
2034. She said that
while moving forward
on this path Bhutan
would always find a
reliable and trustworthy
friend in India.

Odisha: Forest Fire Engulfs 533 Different Locations In Seven Days; Highest In The Country

Naba Das Murder: Crime Scene Recreated In Brajarajnagar
B r a j a r a j n a g a r

(KCN) :  In ongoing
probe into Odisha
Health Minister Naba
Das murder case,
Crime Branch
recreated the crime
scene at Gandhi
Chowk in
Brajarajnagar of
Jharsuguda district.

Amid tight security,
accused Gopal
Krushna Das was
brought to the crime
spot where he showed
how gunned down the
minister while the
latter was stepping out

his vehicle for a public
meeting on January 29.

The dismissed police
ASI demonstrated as to
how he held his service
revolver tightly in both

hands, shot at Naba Das,
tried to flee from the
spot amid crowd by
showing the pistol and
got overpowered by two
policemen.

The entire crime
scene was recreated in
presence of the team of
Crime Branch that is
probing the sensational
murder case.

Reportedly, Gopal
Das has confessed to
crime before the
investigators. He is on
the remand by Crime
Branch for investigation
in the case.

According to reports,
Gopal Das shot at the
minister at the time he
was alighting from his
car to attend a public
meeting at Gandhi

Chowk in
Brajarajnagar on
January 29. He was
deployed for traffic
clearance at Gandhi
Chowk for the
minister’s visit.

Dimissing the
accused police
personnel from his
service, the state
government handed
over the investigation
to the crime branch.
The probe is being led
by ADG Arun Bothra
under supervision of
retired High Court
judge Justice JP Das.

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Incidents of forest fire
were reported from at
least 533 different
locations of Odisha in
the last seven days,
which is the highest
number of wildfires that
have taken place in the
country during the same
period, a report issued
by Forest Survey of
India (FSI) in this regard
said today.Out of the 533
forest fire incidents

reported in the State,
about 23 are said to be
major ones.However,
Karnataka is in the first
position followed by
Odisha in the forest fires
that were detected
starting November 1,
2022 till date. Odisha
would soon find itself at
the top due to the
increasing rate at which
new incidents are being
reported every day in the
State, senior IFS officer

and Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(PCCF) Debidutta
Biswal stated while
briefing mediapersons
here.

Forest fires were
detected in about 95
places in the State today.

Including Similipal, the
forests in Baliguda,
Phulbani and
Sundargarh are more
prone to fire. The
department is vigilant on
the recent developments
and efforts are on to put
a check on man-made
forest fires, the PCCF
expressed.

As of January 24, as
many as 695 forest fire
incidents were detected
in Odisha and it reached

1,695 today as
compared to 1,899
incidents detected in
Karnataka during the
same period. A
maximum number of
forest fires occurred in
the Koraput forest circle
of Odisha this year, the
FSI report mentioned.

January 24
witnessed this year’s
maximum number of
forest fires in a single
day in the country.

Justice JP Das’ Appointment To Supervise Probe
Into Naba Das Murder Case ‘Illegal’

B h u b a n e s w a r
(KCN) : The
appointment of retired
High Court judge Justice
JP Das for monitoring
investigation into Health
Minister Naba Kishore
Das is completely
illegal, claimed BJP
spokesperson Pitambar
Acharya.

Addressing a press
conference here today,
the senior advocate of
Orissa High Court asked
the government to show
the copy of judicial
order on the
appointment of a retired
judge to supervise the
ongoing investigation by
the state crime branch.

Lambasting the BJD
government led by Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik, Acharya said
that the government
ordered the crime
branch probe for
investigation into Naba

Das murder case. But, it
did not trust its own
agency and approached
the High Court to
nominate a sitting or
retired judge to monitor
the investigation.

“Where is the
judicial order on
appointment of the
retired judge? On the
basis of which judicial
p r o c e e d i n g / w r i t
petit ion/application,
You are claiming that
one retired judge is
monitoring the
investigation in the
case? Show me the High

Court order and you
should make the
appointment order
public,” he said adding,
“This is neither a
judicial proceeding nor
a consultation under a
judicial Commission of
Inquiry Act.”

He warned the
government not to
include the
constitutional body in its
misdeed. “You should
uphold the dignity of the
institution,” he said.

“I am questioning,
why should you use the
name of High Court?

Justice JP Das has not
been judicially
appointed to supervise
the statutorily conducted
police investigation,” he
alleged.

Recalling Kunduli
rape and suicide case, he
said that the state
government had made
such kind of request to
the High Court earlier.
But the then Chief
Justice Dinesh Saran
had rejected the plea
clarifying that the court
has no power to do it.

“In fact, the
government is trying to
save and release the
culprit in the case.
Which court will accept
the investigation report
monitored by the retired
judge? The entire
investigation process
would be vitiated if any
outside power make
statement or intervene in
the probe,” he said.

Over 5,000 Dead In Turkey, Syria Quake: "We Thought It Was The Apocalypse"
Hatay, Turkey:

Rescuers in Turkey
and Syria braved
freezing darkness,
aftershocks and
collapsing buildings
Tuesday, as they dug
for survivors buried
by a string of
earthquakes that
killed at least 5,000
people.

Disaster agencies
said several thousand
buildings were
flattened in cit ies
across a vast border
region -- pouring
misery on an area
already plagued by
war, insurgency,
refugee crises and a
recent cholera

outbreak.
Through the night,

survivors used their
bare hands to pick over
the twisted ruins of
multi-storey apartment
blocks -- trying to save
family, fr iends and
anyone else sleeping
inside when the first
massive 7.8-magnitude
quake struck early
Monday.

"Where is my
mum?" asked a
distraught seven-year-
old girl who was pulled
-- her face, hair and
pyjamas covered in dust
-- from a collapsed
building in Hatay, on
the Turkish side of the
border.

The sense of
disbelief was
widespread, as
residents struggled to
comprehend the scale of
the disaster.

"We thought it was
the apocalypse," said
Melisa Salman, a 23-
year-old reporter in the
southeastern Turkish
city of Kahramanmaras.

Some of the heaviest
devastation occurred
near the quake's
epicentre between
Kahramanmaras and
Gaziantep, a city of two
million where entire
blocks now lie in ruins
under gathering snow.

As residents tried to
clear a mountain of

masonry, plasterboard
and furniture that had
been a multi-story
building, another
collapsed nearby --

sending crowds
screaming and
clamouring for safety.

With aftershocks
continuously rattling

the area, many terrified
and exhausted
survivors spent the
night outdoors, too
afraid to go home.

Some huddled under
bus shelters, some
wrapped themselves in
plast ic to repel the
freezing rain and others
burned debris to keep
warm.

Mustafa Koyuncu
packed his wife and
their five children into
their parked car.

"We can't go home,"
the 55-year-old told
AFP. "Everyone is
afraid."

Turkey's rel ief
agency AFAD put the
latest death tol l  at
3,381 in that country
alone -- bringing the
confirmed tally in both
Turkey and Syria to
4,890.There are fears

that the toll will rise
inexorably, with
World Health
Organization officials
est imating up to
20,000 may have
died.

"There is a family
I know under the
rubble," said 20-year-
old student Omer El
Cuneyd in the Turkish
city of Sanliurfa.

"Until 11:00 am or
noon, my friend was
sti l l  answering the
phone. But she no
longer answers. She
is down there."

O v e r w h e l m e d
medics struggled to
treat the estimated
20,000 injured.

BJD Asks For MSP Hike
B h u b a n e s w a r

(KCN): With the drastic
reduction of budgetary
provision for
procurement of paddy
during 2023-24,
Governing Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) on Tuesday
urged Centre to ensure
MSP for paddy to be
produced by Odisha
farmers during the
upcoming Kharif and
Rabi seasons.

Addressing a press
meet here today, BJD
Senior Vice President
and former Minister
Prasanna Acharya said
that Centre has done a
huge reduction of Rs.
20,000 crores in paddy
procurement in the
Union Budget this year.

“Forget about
S w a m i n a t h a n
Commission report
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
implementation, this
huge slashing by Rs.
20,000 crores will
virtually ensure that the
farmers are unable to
even get their MSP and
paddy procurement will

drastically go down,”
Shri Acharya said.

This will severely
affect the farmers of
Odisha, especially from
Western Odisha and
deeply impact their
livelihood, he said.

The senior BJD
leader from Western
Odisha further said the
reduction of budget
shows that the Centre
won’t increase the MSP
therefore to 1.5 times.
The demand of the
Odisha farmers as
passed by the Assembly
unanimously to increase
MSP of paddy per

quintal to Rs. 2930 will
again be rejected by the
Centre, causing angst
and pain to lakhs of
farmers of Odisha,
Acharya added.

Stating that the
Centre has also slashed
the foodgrain
procurement target of
Odisha, he said, from 18
lakh metric ton (MT)
rice which used to be
lifted from Odisha by
Food Corporation of
India (FCI) annually,
now for 2022-23 the
Centre has reduced it 80
percent to only 4 lakh
MT.

“Bargarh district of
Odisha alone produces 4
lakh MT of rice, what
will happen to the rest
29 districts of Odisha?
Where will the farmers
of those 29 districts sell
their paddy?,” he
questioned.

The Centre is
completely silent about
it. Western Odisha
farmers will suffer the
most due to this injustice
by the Centre, the BJD

leader said.
Questioning what the

five BJP MPs of western
Odisha are doing,
Acharya said the BJP
MPs were elected by the
people of western
Odisha in 2019 but they
have never said one
word in favour of the
farmers of western
Odisha for paddy
procurement.

“How will they even
face the same voters in
2024 who had trusted
them in 2019? Why are
the Central Ministers
from Odisha silent at
the Centre about issues
relating to paddy
procurement and not
speaking up in the
interest of the farmers
of western Odisha? Will
the farmers and voters
of western Odisha trust
the BJP’s Central
Ministers from Odisha
and BJP MPs from
Western Odisha in
future, more so seeing
their silence?” he asked
the BJP leaders from
Odisha.
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ECoR General Manager Inspected
Bhubaneswar New Railway Station

Bhubaneswar:East
Coast Railway General
Manager Shri Manoj
Sharma along with other
senior officials inspected
the Bhubaneswar New

Railway Station, today
and reviewed
Developmental Works.
He also took stock of
various developmental
activities of Railways in

connection with
passenger facilities and
train operations. Shri
Sharma also advised
officials for keeping a
close coordination with

all the agencies
including local
administration from the
grass root level so that
on going works will be
done at the earliest.

Utkal Vikash Parisad writes a Demand Letter to CDMO Cuttack.
Cuttack Sadar,(KCN) -
Cuttack Sadar Based
social organisation
Utkal Vikash
P a r i s h a d ( U V P )
President Youth
Columnist Er.Prakash
Chandra Sethi meet &
given a demand  letter
to Honorable Chief
District Medical
Officer Cuttack
D r . S a t y a b r a t a
Chotaray about some
issue of Kandarpur
Primary Health Centre
for appoint of full time
Doctors,Paramedical
staffs so that any

emergency people can
consult .Er.Prakash
discussed the real fact
of rural people's health
problems and
requested the CDMO
to take this matter
seriously and to avoid

the delay of resolving
the above issues take
necessary action
respectively.The UVP
team Sanjaya
S a h o o , N i r a n j a n
R o u l , S a n t o s h
B h o i , S u r e s h

J e n a , S a n j a y
Se th i ,Dev ip rasad
P a t i , A l o k
Samantaray,Jayanta
D a s , L a x m i d h a r
Jena,Kalandi Behera &
some volunteers are
present.

Odisha Demands Dues Release
B h u b a n e s w a r :
Once again, the State
Government has
urged the Centre for
release of long-
pending food subsidy
dues of Rs 14,249
crore.
Food Supplies and
Consumer Welfare
Minister Atanu
Sabyasachi Nayak
has written a letter to
Union Minister for
Consumer Af fairs,
Food and Public
Distribution, Piyush
Goyal on this issue.
Odisha State Civil
Supplies Corporation
Ltd. (OSCSC), the
nodal agency of the

State procures paddy
at Minimum Support
Price (MSP) from the
farmers and
u n d e r t a k e s
distribution of food
grains under NSA
and other welfare
schemes.
As per MoU signed
between the State
Government and
Centre, there has to
be zero financial
liability on the
procuring agencies
with regard to
permissible items of
cost to be borne by
Government of
India, Nayak said in
his letter.

The anticipated cost
is required to be
released in the form
of advance subsidy at
the rate of 90% of
admissible claim on
quantity basis in the
first month of every
quarter, he said.
Further, the State
Government/OSCSC
shall be paid
quarterly provisional
subsidy after
deduction of advance
amount. But, the
release advance and
provisional subsidy
to Odisha is highly
irregular, he stated.
“Huge amount of
outstanding food

subsidy remains
receivable from the
Government of India
totalling to Rs.
14,249.07 crore. It
includes Rs.
5,027.36 crore of
provisional subsidy
claim upto 3rd
Quarter and Rs.
1469.78 crore of

unpaid advance
subsidy claim bill for
4th quarter of this
financial Year 2022-
23,” read the letter.
The State Minister
also said that as per
Standing Operating
Procedure (SOP)
issued by
Department of Food

and Public
Distribution, there
are provisions for
replacement of stock
by rice miller
followed by
certification by the
joint team which is to
be completed within
six weeks.
The certificate of
replacement is a
mandatory document
for release of subsidy
to the State.
However, the
abnormal delay is
being done for
inspection by DFPD
officials which
causes hindrance for
receipt of subsidy in

respect of BRL rice
stock.
Shri Nayak sought
intervention of Goyal
for timely inspection
by DFPD officials in
the matter of BRL
rice stocks and to
streamline the
process.He said the
delay and short
release of subsidy
has put OSCSC Ltd.
in tremendous
financial hardship on
two accounts, firstly
due to non-
recoupment of
interest and liquidity
crunch to manage the
p r o c u r e m e n t
operations.

Shri Nayak sought
intervention of the
Union Minister for
release of the
pending subsidy due
to the State and
release of provisional
subsidy & advance
subsidy claim as
cited above at the
earliest.Since all the
resources including
the sanctioned limit
of bank finance have
already been
exhausted, further
paddy procurement
may be severely
affected if the
subsidy from Gol is
not received at the
earliest, he warned.

Ollywood Actor  Pintu Nanda
Leaves For Delhi For Treatment
B h u b a n e s w a r :
Popular Ollywood
actor Pintu Nanda
today left for Delhi
for treatment as he is
suffering from
chronic liver
disease.
He boarded a Delhi-
bound flight at the
Biju Patnaik
International Airport
(BPIA) here, this
morning.
Nanda will be
admitted to the

Institute of Liver and
Biliary Sciences
(ILBS) in New Delhi
for liver
transplantation.
He was earlier

u n d e rg o i n g
treatment at a private
hospital in
Bhubaneswar. The
concerned doctor
had advised him to

u n d e r g o
treatment in
Delhi, for which
expense of
around Rs 50
lakh is required.
Members of the
Odisha Cine
A r t i s t
Association have
been carrying out

a fundraising
campaign to
facilitate proper
treatment of the
actor.
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I am in love with Nouran Aly and will settle
down with her soon: Vivian Dsena

Love has a habit of
often catching you
unawares! That’s
exactly what happened
to Vivian Dsena. Just
days before he was
granted divorce in
December 2021,
Bombay Times had
exclusively reported
about the Sirf Tum
actor finding love
again. We now have it
that he is in a
relationship with
Nouran Aly, a former
journalist from Egypt.
The two have been
together for four-and-a-
half years. Vivian says
that his failed marriage
is a thing of the past,
and he is looking
forward to exchanging
nuptial vows with
Nouran.

In an exclusive chat
with Bombay Times, he
opens up on matters of
the heart. The actor
says, “Yes, I am in love
with Nouran and we are
planning to settle down
very soon. We first
interacted around four-
and-a-half years ago,
when she contacted me

me pursue an interview
with him. He was
supposed to come to
Egypt for an event and
that’s when I asked him
for an interview. My
first impression of him
was, ‘What does he
think of himself?’
When I told him that I
can’t deal with
someone like him, he
replied, ‘I believe this
person you described is
not me. Please get to
know me first.’ Well,
getting to know him
was a trap and I fell in
love with him
(laughs!).”

When Vivian was
going through a rough
patch in his personal
life, Nouran was his
pillar of support.
Acknowledging her
role in helping him sail
through difficult times,
he says, “She didn’t let
me take any impulsive
decisions and was the
reason for my
emotional stability.
She is the calming
factor in my life. She
understands even my
silence.”

for an interview. I made
her wait for around
three months before
giving my nod to it.
Later, my management
team called her for
work in Mumbai and I
met her here. We started
off as friends but fell in
love quickly. I think it
took me only a month to
realise that I was in love
with her.”

While Vivian is
known for guarding his
privacy rather fiercely
from the media, he
confesses that he
couldn’t help falling in
love with the charming

journalist. He shares,
“She has a lot of
patience and
perseverance, which is
much needed with me
(laughs!). While I
admire those qualities
about her, it was her
honesty that attracted
me the most. It is an
extremely rare quality
in today’s time. I feel
fortunate to have
Nouran in my life. In
fact, I was looking for
a girl like her to settle
down with. Maybe, she
also likes a thing or
two about me; that is
why she is ready to

make the mistake of
spending her life with
me (smiles).”

Uncannily enough,
Nouran has always felt
a strong connection
with India. Talking to
us for the first time, she
says, “I have been in
love with India since
childhood. People in
Egypt idolise Indian
celebrities. I have lived
most of my life in
Bahrain and so, I know
many Indians and have
also been exposed to
Indian culture. It was
my love for the country
and its actors that made

Fans ka Sawaal hai’: Shah Rukh Khan Opens up
on his Reunion With Salman Khan in ‘Pathaan’
Not only for Shah Rukh
Khan`s fans but Pathaan
is also special for Salman
Khan`s fans. Pathaan
marked the on-screen
reunion of SRK and
Salman after a long time.
On making a special
appearance in Pathaan,
Salman said, "For Shah
Rukh and I to come
together on the big
screen, it always needed
a special film and I`m
glad Pathaan is that film.
When we did Karan
Arjun, it was a
blockbuster and now,
Pathaan, which is part of
YRF`s Spy Universe, has
also turned out to be a
blockbuster. I`m aware
that audiences love to see
us together on screen and
I`m happy that they have
given us so much love in
Pathaan. I was floored
when Adi narrated the
sequence to me and told
me about his vision to
bring us together on
screen again." He added,
"His (Adi`s) intention

because they love us so
much. If not, they would
be mighty dejected and it
wouldn't work for the
project. Matlab fans ka
sawaal hai, choti script pe
nahi chodh sakte types!!
So, when Adi told me
about the idea to bring the
two super spies from
YRF`s Spy Universe,
Tiger and Pathaan,
together do some kick-ass
action scenes, which I`m
hoping many people have
seen by now, I instantly
jumped at it because this
idea was delivering the
promise of seeing Salman
and I on the big screen.
I`m delighted that people
have loved seeing us
together in Pathaan," he
shared. Released on
January 25, Pathaan stars
SRK, Deepika Padukone
and John Abraham in the
lead roles. The film has
created history at the box
office by becoming the
first Hindi film to enter
Rs 100 crore club in 11
days.

was to play to the gallery
and give our fans and
audiences what they
wanted to see from us.
Given how closely Adi
knows Shah Rukh and
me, he truly managed to
capture how we are as
personalities in the
scenes. This is why
people love us on screen.

Also, the way Sidharth
executed the sequence
and presented us was just
brilliant. I`m happy for
Shah Rukh and YRF for
all the records that
Pathaan is achieving. It is
a huge win for Indian
cinema that we are able
to bring people back to
the theatres after the

pandemic." Prior to
Pathaan, SRK and
Salman have worked
together in `Karan
Arjun`, ̀ Kuch Kuch Hota
Hai` and `Hum Tumhare
Hain Sanam`. On
collaborating with
Salman after ages, SRK
also expressed his
happiness.

"Trust me when I say this,
Salman and I have always
wanted to act together but
we were waiting for the
right film, the right script
because we both knew
that there would be
incredible excitement to
see us on screen but we
would have to deliver that
promise to audiences

Rishab Shetty Ends Speculation,
Says Kantara Prequel in Works
 Bringing to a close
speculation over a
sequel to 'Kantara',
director and lead actor
Rishab Shetty has
announced that a
prequel is in the works.
He was speaking at the
celebrations of the
film completing 100
days in cinemas.
"What you have seen
is actually Part 2; Part
1 will come next year,"
Shetty said. "The idea
flashed in my mind
when I was shooting
for `Kantara` because
the history of
`Kantara` has more
depth to it, and
currently, we are in the
middle of digging

around for more details.
As the research is still
progressing, it would be
very early to reveal
details about the film."
Having been made with
a budget of just Rs 16
crore, the film booked a

phenomenal run at the
box office and went on
to collect Rs 450 crore.
With its unusual story,
'Kantara' emerged a
blockbuster and has
become the success
story of the year.

Speaking at the event,
producer Vijay
Kiragandur said
'Kantara' introduced the
audience to a new
cinema and "we would
love to sustain and in
fact boost the rage that

the film has created by
announcing the
sequel".Rishab and our
team have been
working on the story
rigorously as the film
has many more things
to tell to the audience,
opening the back story
of 'Kantara'. "We can
guarantee that the
sequel of 'Kantara' is
going to be more
massive and grander
than before,"
Kiragandur added.The
'Kantara' prequel will be
produced by Vijay
Kiragandur and Chaluve
Gowda under the
Hombale Films banner.
The film will feature
Rishab Shetty in the lead.

SaReGaMaPa:
Know

Everything
About the

Grand Finale,
Deets Inside

The winner of Bangla
SaReGaMaPa will be
decided based on the
basics of the audience's
vote and the judges'
scores tonight.
According to the
audience's vote and
judges' marks, Padma

Palash Haldar,
Riddhiman Biswas,
Biman Bullet Sarkar,
Albert Kaboo Lepcha,
Soniya Gazmer, and
Asmita Kar are the top
six finalists.
Among all others,
Padma Palash Haldar is
the strongest one as he
has grabbed the
audience's heart with his
Kirtan and classical
performances. However,
Biman Bullet Sarkar is
also giving tough
competition with his
rockstar singing talent.
Kaboo and Albert Kaboo
Lepcha have also won
millions of hearts with
their playback singing
s k i l l s .
Riddhiman Biswas is
also a strong competitor
who has won the
audience’s hearts with
his singing. Also, Soniya
Gazmar and Asmita Kar
have improved a lot
throughout the season of
Zee Bangla Saregamapa
2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 3 .
The results will be out
soon and fans cannot
wait who will be
crowned this year. Keep
watching this space for
more updates.
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Time to repeal NPS and restore OPS
"Pension is neither a bounty, nor a matter of grace depending upon the sweet will of the

employer, nor an ex-gratia payment”. – Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
Bruhaspati Samal

Netaji: The Sad Legacy of Many Unanswered and Uncomfortable Questions
Saikat Kumar Basu

While pension plans
are facing challenges
throughout the globe,
2022 Mercer CFA
Institute Global Pension
Index Survey (MCGPI),
inter alia observes that
the objective of pension
reform must be crystal
clear and the prospective
of all stakeholders must
be addressed. Whether it
is public pension system
with their reliance on
government finances or
private pension plans
invested in the financial
markets, the retirement
income systems should
be able to meet the
expectations of the
communities. It is worth
mentioning here that
Mercer CFA Institute is
a research centre based
within Monash
University’s Monash
Business School,
Australia which carries
research works to assess
the pension systems in
various countries across
the world based on three
sub-indices, adequacy,
sustainability and
integrity. This year’s
edition assessed pension
systems in 44 countries

which account for 65%
of the global population.
While Iceland topped the
list with best pension
system, India stood at
41st rank out of 44
countries in the Index
with a declining score in
sustainability and
integrity.

Discussing the
present position of
pension system in India,
we can amply say that in
spite of serious protests
and continuous struggles
by all sections of
employees of the Central
and State Governments,
the New Pension
Scheme, now National
Pension Scheme (NPS)
was introduced since 1st
January, 2004 as a part of
the implementation of
the new economic policy
following the IMF-
World Bank policy on
pension reforms. The
irony is that NPS was
given effect from
01.01.2004 only with an
Executive Order on
21.12.2003 and
subsequently PFRDA
Act was passed in 2013
in the Parliament and
legally came into force
with effect from
01.02.2014 through a
Gazette Notification.
Though, it was
subsequently accepted
by many State
Governments, Public
Sector Undertakings and
Autonomous bodies, it
failed to meet the

expectations of the
employees. Illustratively,
after rendering 17.6
years of service in
Defence Ordnance
Factory with last basic
Pay of Rs.56900/-, while
Sri S. Sivasankaran is
entitled for monthly
pension of Rs. 28450/-
plus Dearness Relief
(DR) as admissible from
time to time under Old
Pension Scheme (OPS),
he was eligible for
Rs.4900/- only as
monthly pension under
NPS. Similarly one Sri
R. Ramachandran when
retired after serving for
13.5 years with a basic
pay of Rs.30500, got
monthly pension of
Rs.2417/- under NPS
instead of actual
entitlement of
Rs.15250/- plus DR
under OPS. Such,
examples are many to
justify that the NPS has
violated the socio-
economic justice needed
for the employee at the
fag end of his life.

In this context, the
historic judgement on
17th December, 1982 of
the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India in D S
Nakra versus Union of
India case needs a deep
analysis which states,
"Pension is neither a
bounty, nor a matter of
grace depending upon
the sweet will of the
employer, nor an ex-
gratia payment. It is a

payment for the past
services rendered. It is a
social welfare measure
rendering socio-
economic justice to
those who in the heyday
of their life ceaselessly
toiled for the employer
on an assurance that in
their old age they would
not be left in the lurch".
According to the
historic observation of
the Hon’ble Supreme
Court, pension creates a
vested right subject to
CCS (Pension) Rules,
1972 which are statutory
in character since
enacted in exercise of
the power conferred
under proviso to Article
309 of the Constitution
of India.  Thus
introduction of NPS just
through an Executive
Order at the sweet will
of the Govt. has not only
violated the statutory
provision guaranteed
under Constitution of
India, but also the
historic decision of the
Hon’ble Apex Court as
above..

Moreover, NPS has
also violated the written
assurances given by the
Govt. of India in the
Standing Committee
meeting of National
Council, Joint
Consultative Machinery
held on 14.12.2007
which states inter alia,
“For the employees who

have entered with effect
from 01.01.2004 are not
likely to be worse off
vis-a-vis the current
pension system in force,
as the replacement rate
would match to the
present one. Thus, NPS
is a win-win situation
for the employees and
the Govt’. The above
illustrations are
abundantly clear how
NPS contradicts the
above assurance and
goes against the
fundamental right of an
employee.

On the other hand,
the OPS is a defined
benefit scheme without
any contribution from
the employee and
guaranteeing minimum
pension of 50% of the
last pay drawn subject to
minimum of Rs.9000/-
per month plus DR.
There is also a benefit of
getting a lump sum
amount equivalent to
40% of the pension at
the time of
superannuation as the
commutation value
which is restored after
15 years. In addition, the
pension amount is
increased by 20% each
5 years starting at the
age of 80 and doubling
the pension amount at
the age of 100 of the
pensioner. There is
neither such social
security nor any

guarantee of minimum
pension under NPS.
Even though the
employee contributes
10% of his salary every
month in addition to
s i m i l a r
14%contribution by the
employer, the NPS
beneficiary gets a
meagre amount of
monthly pension as
illustrated above.

However, due to
continuous struggle by
all sections of
employees of the
Central and State
Governments, though
the some State
Governments like
Jharkhand, Rajastan,
Chhatisgarh, Punjab
and Himachal Pradesh
have issued
notifications to rollback
to OPS, the Central
Govt. is not yet ready to
scrap out the NPS and
thus the PFRDA Act,
2013 is still prevailing
as the sword of
Damocles. In addition,
keeping the 2024
General Election in
view, though many
political parties like
Congress, AAP and Left
Political parties are now
issuing Election
Manifesto to accelerate
their assurances for
restoring OPS, the
ruling NDA Govt. at
Centre has no reaction.
The entire working
class was eagerly
waiting for the Central

Budget 2023-24 with
much expectation for
any positive declaration
on minimum assured
pension of Rs. 9000/- to
all in the unorganized
sector and to drop NPS
restoring OPS. But
nothing such came out in
the said budget which
has demoralized the
employees and workers
across the country. In
addition, serious
resentments amongst the
employees are also
mushrooming in the line
that if NPS is so good,
why the public
representatives who are
enjoying more than one
pension not brought
under NPS instead of
OPS.

Thus, all the Central
Govt. employees
including Railway,
Postal and Defence and
the State Govt.
employees including
teachers have formed a
Joint Forum for
Restoration of OPS
(JFROPS) under the
banner of National Joint
Council of Action
(NJCA) comprising
Railway and Defence
F e d e r a t i o n s ,
Confederation of Central
Govt. Employees and
Workers including
National Federation of
Postal Employees, All
India State Govt.
Employees Federation
(AISGEF), Teachers’
Federations and

Paramilitary Pensioners’
Association conducting
3 joint meetings in a
series in New Delhi on
8th December, 2022, 7th
January and 21st
January, 2023 with
unanimous resolution to
organize various
agitational programmes
throughout 2023 for the
purpose. Apart from
conducting National and
State Level
C o n v e n t i o n s ,
submission of online
petitions to the Hon’ble
President of India,
District and State level
rallies including family
members of the NPS
beneficiaries, gate-
meetings, Parliament
march and Bharat Band
etc will be there.  A
decision may also be
taken by NJCA to adopt
indefinite strike.

Now, it is high time
for the Central Govt. to
realize the pain and
problems of the
employees and workers
along with the gravity of
the series of agitational
programmes as above
and took it seriously to
repeal NPS and restore
OPS.

General Secretary
Confederation of

Central Govt.
Employees and

Workers
Odisha State

Coordination
Committee

Mobile: 9437022669,
eMail: bsamalbbsr@gmail.com

The birth anniversary of
iconic Indian national
hero Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose was
celebrated in Kolkata
and across the state of
West Bengal with great
enthusiasm. Several
primary, secondary and
tertiary educational
institutions actively
participated in the birth
anniversary celebration
through marches, dance,
drama, songs and
recitation. Erudite
lectures were delivered
by both local politicians
as well as Bengali
intellectuals regarding
the monumental role of
Netaji as an iconic
political and military
leader in India’s struggle
for freedom. Bose’s
dedication for his nation
and the ordinary people
and his life long struggle
for their freedom,
education and social
upliftment was
remembered. The
martyrs and fighters of
the iconic Azad Hind
Army who faught the
war of independence was
remembered with great
honour. The legendary
leader’s vision for a new
India and how it impacts
our society till date has
been highlighted. The
state CM and his cabinet

members, State
Governor avd other
dignitaries from various
fields of life paid their
homage to Netaji. At
Netaji Bhavan, too
located in Elgin Road
where the Netaji
Museum is housed; the
birth anniversary of
Netaji was held once
again with
pomp and grandeur.
The Netaji family
benefited greatly post
independence hand and
gloves with the then
Govt exploiting Netaji’s
monumental sacrifice
and legendary leadership
for India’s independence.
This Elgin Road based
Bose family (Sisir-
Krishna-Sugoto Bose)
clan themselves are very
much supportive of his
bogus plane crash theory
as it has benefited them
for long with numerous
financial grants, prized
positions, social,
political and economic
benefits, admission to
foreign universities,
foreign travels etc. This
specific branch of Bose
family  who has been the
biggest beneficiary of the
Netaji family image
takes particular interest
in adopting the
convenient plane crash
story more than any other
individual in this
country. They are a
strong defendant of this
bogus theory.
Furthermore, they did
not cooperate with the
DNA test request from
the then Mukherjee
Commission. Same is

true about Netaji’s so
called daughter. Whether
she has undergone a
DNA test to prove
scientifically beyond any
legitimate doubt that she
is the daughter of Netaji
is not known in public
domain. But we need to
challenge this as Netaji
as a National icon is not
just a property of the
Bose family or any
political parties for their
vested economic as well
as socio-political interest
generation after
generation. He belongs
to all the ordinary
citizens of this country.
They have to answer to
the Call of the Nation.
Another significant fact
to highlight here is that
in 1986, Netaji family
published the letters of
Netaji and Emilie in
Anandabazar (whether
Emilie had her
permission for this  or
not, will most possibly
never get to know). But
strangely these letters
were not published
earlier when Netaji was
believed to be alive as the
Gumnamibaba; but just
after his sudden death,
why ? Was someone
afraid that had these been
published earlier would
be protested Rocco
tested in a court of law ?
Questions are many, but
answers are too few.
Later I came to know that
they get many crores of
grant from the Congress
central government in
the name of Netaji
Research and there is no
research, for this money

they are still promoting
the theory of plane crash,
not bringing the real
truth. Netaji family
members were scared
and angry when director
Srijith Mukherjee’s
movie ‘Gunnami’ was
released!
Is there any authentic
DNA report available for
her to prove that she is
the only daughter of
Netaji beyond any
legitimate doubt in the
mind of the public issued
by any internationally
reputed Western
hospital/ DNA
diagnostic centres ? She
certainly has facial
similarity to Bose family
members, but a
comprehensive DNA
proof will clear any
doubts ? Being raised in
a western Allied country
she seems to be to keen
to accept Netaji’s death
in the plane crash where
new evidences are
indicating that there was
absolutely zero record of
any crash in Taiwan
during that day and time
in and around the said
airport ? Most important
Netaji files are not
declassified so where
does she get this
confirmation is an
interesting question to
ask?
This branch of Bose
family is the biggest
beneficiary. It is sad to
see that the family of an
iconic leader who
sacrificed everything for
his motherland and the
people; has been so
mistreated by his own

family. The hobnobbing
with leading Congress
leaders including the
then PM Neheru by
several clise and
extended Bose family
members post
independence has paid
very rich dividends for
them.
If Netaji was ever
captured by the allied
forces he would have
been subjected to an
international court of
justice trying him for
crime against humanity,
similar to the famous
Nuremberg trial faced by
the Nazi Germany
leaders. Netaji allied
with the Axis Power
(Germany-Italy-Japan)
at that time. He would
have been certainly
treated as a war criminal
no matter what Sugoto
Bose says in his books
and papers. It was
necessary to remove
Netaji from the reach and
access of the Allied spies
and military leadership
post World War II after
the fall of the Axis
power. But even if this
was not the reality; many
in India never wanted
Netaji to resurface in
India again post
independence as this will
remove or threaten them
from their prestige power
positions and grandeur
political appointments
they enjoyed. Netaji’s
plane crash dearh theory
is this a very nice story
that fits into the
requirements of the past
and current regime,
certain political parties

as well as the Soecific
branch of Bose family
members.
Justice Mukherjee
himself in an unofficial
and highly controversial
interview admitted that
based on his detailed
investigations he is
certain that Gumbami
baba is Netaji. Although
he retracted or avoided
this specific statement in
public and in his report
he contested that the
death of Netaji was not
due to plane crash for
certain. But the Central
Govt didn’t accept this
report.
Regarding facing trial
post World War II, the
PM of the then Japan
Tojo and several top
brass of Japanese
administration and
military establishments
were sentenced to death.
But the Japanese
emperor of the time was
spared from trial as he is
the representative of the
people of Japan as an
iconic social, cultural,
traditional, historical
and political head of the
state. Trying and
sentencing him in the
international court
would result in an
outburst of revolution
and mass protest among
ordinary Japanese
detailing global peace.
Hence, very
diplomatically he was
removed from the Peace
Justice process as the
Americans were
globally embarrassed by
the bombing of
Hiroshima and

Nagasaki, so did not to
make Japanese people
even more angry.
Same was the situation
for the newly
independent and
partitioned India. The
British were scared by
the huge loss of lives
across the vaguely
defined new Indo-
Pakistan borders and the
mass migration/
displacement of local
populations and the
emergent refugee crises
that took shape following
the devastating partition
of British India. Netaji is
our God of
Independence, the Allied
Powers had been afraid
of a mass  uprising in
India if Netaji surfaced
again in India post
independence facing an
international dilemma
and their Euro centric ego
being hurt. So it has been
convenient for every
stakeholder in the process
to kill Netaji so that all
remains bright and
beautiful for everyone
avd for their selfish needs
and henious greeds.
The greatest icon of
Indian freedom struggle
and his monumental
sacrifices has not gone in
vain according to my
evaluations. The trial of
the INA at Red Fort by
the British abd the great
Naval Revolt
subsequently pushed the
British out of India. This
is truly a victory for an
Indian son of the soil in
an international arena for
ages to come. No other
leader from the ancient

period to modern times
other than Emperor
Ashoka has been
a c c l a i m e d
internationally other than
Netaji. The Govt of
India, irresistible five of
the political parties will
never be able to disclose
the truth of Netaji’s
disappearance since that
have secret agreements
made with various other
governments offshore
including the then Soviet
Union (current Russia),
China, Japan, USA, UK,
Germany, France and
South East Asian
countries. They have an
international obligation
to keep this a secret if the
millennium
But none can erase from
the mind of ordinary
Indian citizens of any
race, religion, gender,
cast, creed or age …..the
unquestionable love,
respect and faith they
have in their iconic
National Hero till date
which speaks volumes
about the invisible
presence of this great
soul amidst us forever.
For as long as this great
civilization and nation
state exists, Netaji and
only Netaji is our dear
Father of the Nation.
Salute to the greatest
leader of our time and
nation. None like this
selfless man and a divine
soul with such high
intelligence, education
and qualities will ever be
seen in India in the next
100 years.
Kolkata, West Bengal

India
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Save Soil: Sadhguru reaches Jordan on day
44 of his journey to protect planet earth

New Delhi: In
Jordan, which is one of
the world’s driest
countries, Sadhguru will
meet and address leaders
and citizens to raise
further momentum for
the movement On Day 44
of the 100 day Journey
for Soil, Sadhguru
reached the middle-east,
entering the beautiful
country of Jordan.Over
the course of the next few
weeks, Sadhguru will be
stopping in Saudi Arabia,
UAE, Bahrain and
Muscat, addressing
citizens, leaders and
decision-makers about
the pressing need to
address our degrading
land.As Sadhguru
entered Jordan through
Aqaba, he received a
warm welcome by the
Indian Ambassador to
Jordan, H.E. Anwar
Haleem and the Indian
Embassy.“Today, on the
auspicious occasion of
#Eid in Jordan,
@SadhguruJV arrived at
Aqaba on a mission to
#SaveSoil.  He was

warmly welcomed by
Ambassador H.E. Anwar
Haleem. Sadhguru is on
a global Mission to create
awareness about saving
soil & #environment.
@ i s h a f o u n d a t i o n
@cpsavesoil.” (sic)

The UN's
desertification agency, in
its latest Global Land
Outlook 2 report has
warned that more food
supply disruptions,
forced migration, water
scarcity and greater
pressure on species
survival are expected as
climate change
intensifies and poor land
management practices
continue. By 2030, it
warns that 700 million
people could be displaced
by drought.

 This truly highlights
the alarming nature of the
issue and the will
required from citizens
and governments alike to
reverse this, especially in
a country like Jordan. In
Amman, the capital city
of Jordan, Sadhguru will
be meeting leaders and

citizens to address this,
and raise further
momentum for the Save
Soil movement.

While the Europe leg
of the journey saw
Sadhguru riding through
hail, strong winds, snow,
rain and sub-zero
temperatures, the
Middle-east, however,
offered a very different
terrain with its own
challenges. As Sadhguru
rode to the spectacular
"Rose Red City” of Petra,
even a sandstorm could
not stop Sadhguru from
ensuing on his relentless
effort to Save Soil.Sliding
through the sand dunes
into the stunning desert of
Wadi Rum, Sadhguru
was warmly welcomed
with a traditional
Jordanian Shemagh by
the locals.The day was
rife with events, meeting
with the Indian Diaspora
and key influencers,
while today,  Sadhguru
will be addressing a
massive audience in
Amman at the popular
Landmark Hotel.

The Vice President, Shri Jagdeep Dhankar meets with a parliamentary delegation from Bhutan led by the Speaker
Wangchuk Namgyel, in New Delhi

Congress's Siddaramaiah Sparks Row
With Hindutva vs Hindu Remark
Bengaluru: Former
Karnataka chief
minister and the
Leader of Opposition
in the Karnataka
A s s e m b l y ,
Siddaramiah, on
Monday triggered
controversy with his
remark that he is not
anti-Hindu but anti-
Hindutva as according
to him, Hindutva is for
murder, violence and
discrimination.
Speaking in
Kalaburagi during the
launch of a book - a
biopic of former
congress MLA BR
Patil, Mr Siddaramiah
said, "Hindutva is
against Constitution.
Hindutva and Hindu
dharma is different. I'm
not against the Hindu
religion. I'm a Hindu
but oppose Manuvad
and Hindutva."
"No religion supports
murder and violence

but Hindutva and
Manuvad support
murder, violence and
discrimination," he
added.
This is not the first
time the minister has
sparked controversy
with his remarks on
Hindutva. Earlier on
January 8, he asserted
that he was a Hindu but
opposed Hindutva. At
the same event, he also
said that he never

opposed Ram Temple
in Ayodhya but was
against using it for
political gain.
On Saturday, Mr
Siddaramiah, also
launched an attack on
Karnataka Animal
Husbandry Minister,
Prabhu Chauhan,
calling him a 'fool'
who cannot tell a goat
from a cow.
Taking to social
media, Mr

Siddaramiah made a
series of tweets in
which he slammed the
Animal Husbandry
Minister of state and
the functioning of the
state government.
"This minister is not
fluent in any language
including Kannada.
Such people are unfit
to be MLAs," he wrote
in Kannada.
Lashing out at the BJP,
the minister said, "The

BJP leaders paid ? 15
to 20 crores to each
MLA and formed the
government under the
leadership of
Yeddyurappa through
'Operation Kamala."
"In 2013, we fulfilled
158 of the 165
promises and
launched 30 new
programmes. The BJP
made 600 promises in
2018, of which 50 to
60 were not fulfilled,
" the minister claimed.
Mr Siddaramiah said
by imposing an 18 per
cent tax on pens,
pencils, books, and
yoghurt, the
government had put
more burden on the
common man.
However, he added
that Congress has
decided to give ? 20,00
per month to every
house owner and 200
units of electricity per
month for free.

No Concerns On Power Supply From
Adani Group's Plant: Bangladesh Minister
Bengaluru: Bangladesh
has no concerns about
Adani Group's ability to
supply power from a
plant in Jharkhand, said
T a w f i q - e - E l a h i
Chowdhury, Adviser to
the country's Prime
Minister on energy.
Speaking on sidelines of
the India Energy Week in
Bengaluru, Mr
Chowdhury, who holds
ministerial rank, said
talks with Adani Group
on the supply are private
and can't be made public.
"Electricity will come
very timely. Summer
peak is coming and that
600 MW of Adani Power
is very helpful," he said.
Adani Power's Godda
thermal plant in
Jharkhand is "already in
place," he said. "So there

is no reason to be
concerned. people have
gone and seen the plant."
There have been
concerns about supply of
power from Godda,
which was set up to
supply power to
Bangladesh, as the
transmission line that
will carry the electricity
wasn't complete.
There were reports that
Bangladesh Power
Development Board
(BPDB) has urged Adani
Power for a discount on
variable energy costs to
compensate it for higher
price of imported coal.
Adani Group is
reportedly considering
the proposal. An arm of
Adani Power had inked
a long-term power
purchase agreement

(PPA) for 1,496
megawatts (MW) with
BPDB for 25 years in
2018.However, Adani
Power has reportedly
denied any request for
revision of PPA for the
project by the BPDB.
The BPDB had objected
to coal price of $400 per
tonne quoted in the PPA
as very high and had
urged Adani Power that
the price should be
around $250 per tonne.
The 1,600 MW (2X800
MW) ultra supercritical,
coal-based thermal
power plant at Godda
(Jharkhand) is being set
up by an Adani Power
arm Adani Power
(Jharkhand). First unit of
800-MW plant has been
synchronised with the
Bangladesh power grid.

Lawyer Victoria Gowri Sworn In As
Judge, Supreme Court Dismisses Petition

New Delhi: The
Supreme Court today
dismissed petitions
demanding restraining
lawyer Lekshmana
Chandra Victoria
Gowri from taking
oath as a judge of the
Madras High Court,
just as she was being
sworn in. The oath-
taking ceremony
started while the
hearing in the top court
was still underway.
Some bar members of
the Madras High Court
had written to the
Chief Justice of India
seeking recall of the

recommendation made
for appointing Ms
Gowri as an additional
judge of the high court,
alleging she made hate
speeches against
Christians and
Muslims. Ms Gowri's
proposed elevation has
been mired in
controversy after
reports of her alleged
affiliation to the BJP.
After objections by
several Madras High
Court lawyers, 54
lawyers from Tamil
Nadu's Madurai wrote
to the Supreme Court
collegium, a panel of

senior-most judges
who decide on
appointments to the
higher judiciary,
endorsing the
recommendation to
appoint Ms Gowri as a
judge in the Madras High
Court. Ms Gowri has
represented the Centre
before the Madurai Bench
of the Madras High Court.
Senior advocate Raju
Ramachandran had
approached the court
earlier, arguing that the
Centre has notified the
appointment of Ms
Gowri, and urged urgent
intervention.Rahul Gandhi vs Government In Parliament

Over Remarks On PM, Gautam Adani
New Delhi: Rahul

Gandhi today launched
a sharp attack in
parliament on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and billionaire Gautam
Adani, whose
companies are in the
spotlight after US-based
short-seller Hindenburg
Research alleged stocks
manipulation and
accounting fraud by the
group.

The Congress leader,
who recently completed
a 3,500-km Bharat Jodo
Yatra, accused PM Modi
of helping Gautam
Adani's business empire
across sectors,
prompting emphatic
rebuttals from the ruling
BJP, which called his
allegations wild and
reckless.

"From Tamil Nadu,
Kerala to Himachal
Pradesh, we have been
listening one name
everywhere 'Adani'.
Across the entire
country, it's just 'Adani',
'Adani', 'Adani'...Adani
ji never fails in any
business he ventures
into - solar energy, wind

energy. During my yatra
people asked me how
Adani attained such
success in so many
sectors, what is his
relationship with the
Prime Minister," Rahul
Gandhi said in Lok
Sabha, alleging that the
businessman had gained
contracts in the
countries that PM Modi
had visited.

"People asked me
how Adani's net worth
increased from $ 8
billion to 140 billion
between 2014 and
2022," he said.

The Congress leader
said the businessman
went from "600th to
second rank" when the

BJP came to power in
2014 and the "real magic
started".

He also alleged that
rules were changed so
the Adani group could
bag six airport contracts.

"Do not level wild
allegations, give proof,"
Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju hit back at the
Congress leader.

"You are now a
senior MP. You should
speak with
responsibility. We
expect you to be serious
in parliament. You can
say whatever you want
outside," Mr Rijiju said.

BJP MPs shouted
that privatization began
when the Congress was

in power and handed
airport contracts to
companies like GVK,
which were not
experienced in the
business.

The BJP leaders also
remarked that Rahul
Gandhi should talk
about "Ashok Gehlot-
Adani ties" - referring to
Mr Adani pledging ?
65,000 crore at an
"Invest Rajasthan
Summit" in the
Congress-ruled state last
year.

"The whole
ecosystem of the
Congress is based on the
twin corrupt pillars of
deals and commissions,"
said BJP leader Ravi

Shankar Prasad,
"reminding" Rahul
Gandhi that he, his
mother Sonia Gandhi
and his brother-in-law
Robert Vadra are out on
bail.

The Adani Group has
called the Hindenburg
report a "malicious
combination of selective
misinformation and
stale, baseless and
discredited allegations
that have been tested
and rejected by India's
highest courts".

Opposition parties
allege that the recent
meltdown in Adani
Group shares involves
public money as public
sector companies LIC
(Life Insurance
Corporation of India)
and SBI (State Bank of
India) have invested in
them. The Adani group
says it has complied
with all laws and
disclosure requirements.

Both houses of
parliament have been
disrupted repeatedly
because of protests
linked to the
Hindenburg-Adani row.
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Odisha Govt Announces Tax Waiver To Encourage Scrapping Of Old Vehicles
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
The state government
has announced one-
time waiver of pending
liabilities on vehicles
older than 15 years
which are scrapped at
the Registered Vehicle
Scrapping Facilities
(RVSFs) in Odisha.
In a recent notification,
the Commerce and
Transport department
of Odisha government
has announced to
exempt the arrear tax
and penalties on
vehicles older than 15
years to encourage the
scrapping of the same
at RVSFs.
The state government
has already notified the
Odisha Motor Vehicle
(Registration and
Function of Vehicles
Scrapping Facility)
Policy, 2022 in
accordance with the
guidelines of the
Ministry of Road
Transport and
Highways. The policy
aims at reducing air
pollution and
improving road and

vehicular safety, said
the notification.
As per the direction of
the Ministry of Road
Transport and
Highways and the
stipulations made by
the Ministry of
Finance, the state
government shall allow
one-time waiver of
pending liabilities on
vehicles older than 15
years from the date of
its initial registration
which are scrapped at
the RVSFs in Odisha,
said the notification.
In order to encourage
people to scrap their
old vehicles, the
Commerce and

Transport department is
pleased to exempt the
arrear tax and penalties
thereof for a period of
one year in respect of
vehicles older than 15
years, it added.
In a related
development, the
Commerce and
Transport department
has asked all
g o v e r n m e n t
departments, PSUs,
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
autonomous councils
and ULBs to scrap their
vehicles older than 15
years at the RVSFs
positively.
“It is requested that the
old vehicles of your

departments, heads of
department, sub-
ordinate offices, PSUs,
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
autonomous councils
and ULBs under your
administrative control
may be scrapped on or
before March 31, 2023
at the RVSFs,” said
Commerce and
Transport department
Principal Secretary
Usha Padhee in a letter
to all the Additional
Chief Secretaries,
Principal Secretaries,
Commissioner-cum-
Secretaries and
Secretaries of various
departments of the state
government recently.

World Cancer Day: HCG Panda Cancer Hospital
Conducts Awareness, Screening Programme
B h u b a n e s w a r /
Cuttack: HCG Panda
Cancer Hospital in
Cuttack conducted
today ‘Cancer
Awareness and
Screening Programme’
at Bhubaneswar-
Cuttack Twin City
p o l i c e
commissionerate, on
the occasion of World
Cancer Day.
The programme was
inaugurated by Police
C o m m i s s i o n e r
S a u m e n d r a
Priyadarshi. DCP
(Twin City Traffic)
Thakur Prasad and
DCP (Headquarters)
Itikanta Mohapatra
graced the event.
HCG Panda Cancer

Hospital Director
Professor Dr
Krupasindhu Panda,
COO Shantanu Kumar
Das and radiation
oncologist Dr Ranjeet
Kar highlighted about
the worldwide
presence of cancer.
About 100 policemen
took part in the cancer
awareness and

screening programme.
The screening camps
will be held every
Sunday at all staff
quarters and continue
till March 31, 2023, a
spokesperson of the
cancer health facility
informed.
Besides, the World
Cancer Day was
observed at HCG

Panda Cancer Hospital
in Cuttack.
The event was
attended by some
cancer patients, their
relatives and
consultants including
staff of the hospital.
Director Panda
thanked the gathering
on their participation
for a noble cause.

Opposition Attacks BJD
B h u b a n e s w a r :
Opposition BJP and
Congress continue
their attack on BJD
over assassination of
Cabinet Minister
Naba Kishore Das.
While BJP alleged
that a powerful BJD
leader is behind the
murder, Congress
demanded resignation
of Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik as
Home Minister.
Speaking to media
persons here on
Monday, Senior BJP
lawmaker Subash
Panigrahi alleged that
a powerful BJD
leader from the
coastal area of the
state is behind the
murder of Minister
Naba Das.
“Naba Das was
associated with many
businesses, had a
strong business
empire and was also a
powerful leader of

western Odisha. So, it
was a polit ically
business murder,”
alleged Shri
Panigrahi.
Polit ically a
conspiracy was made
to eliminate him so
that a political leader

could grab Shri Das’s
business empire, he
further alleged.
“One influential
leader in the coastal
area of the state is
behind the murder of
the Minister and ASI
Gopal Das has been

made a scapegoat, the
BJP MLA further
alleged.
The BJD has no
sympathy for its
departed leaders and
it’ s only objective is
to win the election, he
added.
On the other hand,
Congress MLA
Santosh Singh Saluja
said, “The probe is
limited to pen and
paper only. There are
many angles to his
death like business,
politics and personal
rival. But, a big
conspiracy is behind
the murder.”
As some influential
leaders may be
involved in the case,
the Congress is
demanding for a
Orissa High-Court
monitored SIT probe.
Similarly, State
Congress president
Sarat Pattanayak said
the CM, who also

holds the Home
portfolio, has failed to
protect his own
Cabinet Minister. It is
for the first time in
Odisha’s history that a
police officer has shot
dead a Minister, he
said.
If the Chief Minister
is unable to discharge
his responsibilities
properly, he should
step down as Home
Minister, the
Congress president
demanded.
On the other hand,
BJD said Naba Das’
demise is a big loss
for the party.
“Naba Das’ death is a
big loss for the party.
He was a powerful
and influential leader
of Western Odisha.
Crime Branch is
probing into the case
and it will bring the
truth soon,” said BJD
MLA Byomakesh
Ray.

Odisha Committed To Provide Accessible Legal
Services To Citizens At Doorstep, Says CM
B h u b a n e s w a r :
Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Monday said that his
government is
committed to provide
accessible and efficient
legal services to the
citizens at their homes.
The Chief Minister
said this while
inaugurating the court
of civil judge (senior
d i v i s i o n ) - c u m -
assistant sessions
judge in his native state
of Hinjilicut.
Patnaik along with the
Chief Justice of Orissa
High Court Chief
Justice S. Muralidhar
inaugurated the court
on a virtual platform.
Today, a long-standing
aspiration of the people
of Hinjilicut has been
fulfilled, the Chief
Minister added.
He also said that this is
a major step forward in

providing access to
justice for the people
of Hinjilicut.
“I am sure that the
people of Hinjilicut,
especially the poor and
weaker sections of
society, will have
advantage in having
this legal facility
closer to their homes,”
Patnaik added.
The Chief Minister
hoped that the lawyers
of Ganjam will make
use of this facility to
its fullest potential,
and reach out to the
litigant public to
provide justice and
fairness.
Speaking on the
occasion from
Cuttack, Justice
Muralidhar said that
the High Court and
judiciary have been
taking initiatives so
that there is no delay
in providing justice to

people.
The High Court didn’t
close down even
during the Covid-19
pandemic, he added.
Specifying the steps,
he said, opening of
new courts,
appointment of
judicial officers, use
of technology and
rationalisation of
cases in different
courts and many other
steps have been taken
to improve the
performance of the
judicial system.
He thanked the Chief
Minister and Odisha
government for the
support for opening of
new courts.
Justice B.R. Sarangi, a
judge of the High
Court, appreciated the
vision of the Chief
Minister in opening
new courts and taking
justice closer to people.
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Tata Steel reports highest ever consolidated EBITDA at Rs 63,830 crores
MADAME TUSSAUDS IS

BACK IN A NEW LOCATION
Noida: Madame
Tussauds – the greatest
wax attraction in the
world – isbackto serve its
fans in an all-new avatar
at an exciting new venue
at DLF Mall of India,
Noida. The attraction at
its new location will be
known as Madame
Tussauds India andis set
to provide the
opportunity for fansto
get up close to their
favourite celebrities and
experience their most
iconic moments of fame
through 360 sets and
cutting-edge technology.
The new location at DLF
Mall of India, Noidawill
exhibit close to50figures
of leading Indian and
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
personalities from the
fields of sports,
entertainment, history,
and music.

Madame Tussauds
first opened its doors in
1835 in London and has
over 200 years of
heritage and legacy. Each
figure at Madame
Tussauds is created using
the expertise of sculptors
who use the same
techniques as the famous
Marie Tussaud. To create

a single life like figure it
takes an artist minimum
of 12 weeks, and during
that time they document
500 precise body
measurements, insert
real hair strand by strand,
apply countless layers of
paints to build up the skin
tones, and more. This
entire process helps to
achieve the incredible
likeness that has made
Madame Tussauds world
renowned for over two
centuries.

The world-famous
wax attraction first
opened in Delhi at
Connaught Place in
2017. The earlier edition
of Madame Tussauds in
Delhi successfully
celebrated several years
of curating a spectacular
fame experience through
its star-studded gallery.
At its new location at
DLF Mall of India,
Noida, Madame
Tussauds India will offer
a safe, star-studded
experience for guests,
with extensive covid
protocols in place.

Rob Smith, Divisional
Director, Midway Asia
Pacific, Merlin
Entertainments Group

WardWizardplans to set up Li-ion advance cells manufacturing
unit at its electric vehicle ancillary cluster in Vadodara

Consolidated turnover
for the fourth quarter
ended March 31,
2022stood at Rs 69,324
cr as compared to Rs
50,028 cr in the
corresponding quarter of
the last financial year.

The Board of
Directors recommends a
dividend of Rs. 51 per
fully paid equity share
and Rs 12.75 per partly
paid equity shares. A
10:1 stock split is also
recommended.

T. V. Narendran, Chief
Executive Officer &
Managing Director, said:
“Tata Steel has again
demonstrated its ability
to deliver stellar results
despite heightened
complexity in the face of
COVID as well as

geopolitical tensions.
Our Indian business
showed broad based
growth across our chosen
segments due to our
sustained focus on
customer relationships,
our distribution network
and our portfolio of
brands supported by our
agile business model.
Our European operations
delivered robust
performance as the
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n
programme undertaken
helped to leverage the
strong business
environment. We have
pursued several
initiatives to de-risk the
business particularly
across procurement and
supply chain and
continue to invest in

technology and
digitisation to drive
productivity and improve
our resilience.”

“ K a l i n g a n a g a r
expansion is progressing
well and will drive cost
savings as well as
product mix enrichment.
The acquisition of
Neelachal Ispat Nigam
Limited will be closed in
1QFY23 and we will
scale it up rapidly to
drive expansion of our
high value retail
business. I am happy to
share that Tata Steel has
been recognised as Steel
sustainability champion
for the fifth year in a row
by the WorldSteel,” he
added.

The 6 MnTPA Pellet
plant at Kalinganagar

will be commissioned in
3QFY23 followed by the
Cold Roll Mill complex
and the 5 MnTPA
expansion.Tata Steel
India achieved highest
ever annual crude steel
production of 19.06
million tons, with a
growth of 13% YoY.
Highest ever deliveries
of 18.27 mn tons despite
COVID 2nd wave
related disruption early
in financial year. Broad
based improvement in
sales volume was
witnessed across
segments. Automotive
was up 27% YoY,
Branded Products and
Retail was up 11% YoY
while Industrial products
& projects was up 11%
YoY.

1GWh cell production
plant at
WardWizard’selectric
vehicle ancillary cluster
in Vadodara.
Commenting on the
MoU with SunKonnect,
Mr YatinGupte,
Chairman & Managing
Director, Wardwizard
Innovations & Mobility
Ltd., said, “We are
excited to work with
SunKonnect, one of the
leading global renewable
energy management
consulting firms. Their
expertise will help us
identify the right partner
and establish a roadmap

to set up the
manufacturing unit of Li-
ion advance cells at our
EV ancillary cluster
between 15-18 months.
As the safety and
security of our customers
are paramount for us, we
are integrating cutting-
edge technologies to
enhance the quality and
promote the adoption of
green mobility in the
entire country.”
Further elaborating,
Dr.Avishek Kumar,
Founder, SunKonnect,
said, “We are grateful to
WardWizard for giving
us the opportunity to

become the part of this
EV transition and
support the brand in
development of battery
infrastructure in India.
Electric Vehilces are the
future, and their success
depends on the high
grade material and
advanced battery
management system.
Under the MoU, we will
work with WardWizard
to identify the partner
equipped with the latest
technology and high
standards to manufacture
Li-ion advanced cells.
Our team will be
developing a feasible

plan and drafting
standard norms for the
manufacture of quality
batteries for Joy e-bike’s
products.”
Sunkonnect will also
identify leading testing
and certification agencies
to set up a center of
excellence for battery
testing at WardWizard
premises which will draft
a standard quality
s p e c i f i c a t i o n f o r
batteries. It will further
draft standard norms for
batteries to ensure
quality and reliability for
Joy e-bike's range of
models.

EKA partners with NuPort Robotics
to intr oduce smart Electric Buses

Mumbai: EKA, an
electric vehicles &
technology company,
and a subsidiary of
Pinnacle Industries
Limited, is once again
leading the way as they
enter a partnership with
NuPort Robotics to
introduce Level  2
autonomy, advanced
dr iver  assistance
systems, to their
electric bus models.
This is a first-of-its-
k ind- in- the-country
initiative towards the
ut i l izat ion and
incorporat ion of
progressive Level 2
autonomy and
Artificial Intelligence
(AI) for Electric buses
on Indian roads.
EKA begins testing on
a range of autonomous
features developed by
NuPort, an advanced
technology that
promises to contribute
to notable
improvements in
safety,  reducing
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
footpr int ,  and
increasing operational

efficiency.  Following
a period of rigorous
testing, the technology
will be deployed with
over 5000 buses,
represent ing a
minimum investment
of  near ly INR 150
Crores in innovation
and contributing to the
future of
t ransportat ion and
sustainabil i ty. More
important ly,  when
such technologies are
deployed in
commercial vehicles,
they have been
associated wi th
reducing crash rates by
nearly 50%.
NuPort  Robot ics,  a
Canadian company
announced its plans
earlier this month to
set up operations in
India and fully develop
and deploy i ts
technology in India for
commercia l  vehic le
m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,
beginning with electric
vehicle manufacturers.
NuPort  wi l l  be
following a “Made in
India”  approach

shared his optimism
around the reopening of
Madame Tussauds in
India saying, “we are
thrilled about the
comeback and really
excited to bring back the
legend of Madame
Tussauds to the
culturally rich land of
India. Our Wax
Attraction will open a
new chapter of
entertainment to the
population of India at
large and serve them
with the ultimate fame
experience and transport
them onto the red carpet.
India is a significant
market for us, and the re-
opening will help pave
the way to entertain
guests in our fantastic
new location and shall
expose our guests to the
most ultimate celebrity
experience of visiting a
World-famous wax
attraction. As Indian
travellers are returning to
overseas destinations, we
are hopeful that Madame
Tussauds India will serve
as their gateway to
Madame Tussauds
counterparts in other
cities around the world”.

Mumbai, : Tata Steel
today announced its
Financial Results for the
quarter and financial
year ended March 31,
2022. The Company’s
consolidated reported
profit after tax (PAT) for
the March 2022 quarter
rose to Rs 9,835 cr as
compared to Rs 7,162 cr
of the corresponding
quarter of the last fiscal.
For the full year ended
March 31, 2022, the
Company’s PAT rose to
Rs 41,749 cr,
significantly higher than
Rs 8,190 cr reported in
the last financial year.

The consolidated
Turnover for FY22 stood
at Rs 243,959 cr as
compared to Rs 156,477
cr of the previous fiscal.

S i n g a p o r e - b a s e d
renewable energy
management consulting
firm Sunkonnect. The
association is aimed at
facilitating a feasibility
study and identification
of potential partner for
the manufacturing of Li-
ion advance cells in
India.
Under the MoU,
Sunkonnect will set up a
committee of
experienced scientists,
engineers and analysts to
evaluate and identify the
professional partner, as
well as to develop the
roadmapto set up the

thereby contributing to
the advancement of
e c o n o m i c
development and
innovation ecosystem
within the country.
NuPort’s technology
provides level  2
autonomy features
specifically targeted
for  Indian roads,
consider ing the
complex nature of
Indian t raff ic ,  and
understanding the
Indian dr iv ing
mindset.  NuPort ’s
partnership with EKA
is strategic, as it allows
both NuPort and EKA
to offer Indian
customers cutting-edge
innovative vehicles
that can be
continuously updated
to retain that
innovative advantage.
NuPort is using
proprietary AI
technology which will
progressively enable
autonomous features
thereby increasing
safety, operat ional
efficiency, and reduced
carbon footprint.

Narayana Nethralaya and Acer India Team up to build
India's first PC & tablet-based software therapy for children

Bengaluru Narayana
Nethralaya in
collaboration with Acer
India today launched the
PC + tablet based
software, “VisioNova”
designed for children
suffering from Cortical
Visual Impairment
(CVI). This initiative by
Narayana Nethralaya
and Acer India aims at
breaking down barriers
and providing the
patients with better
access to treatment.

Acer VisioNova, a
path-breaking innovation
was conceptualized as a
mobile alternative to on-
site therapy for CVI
children that will offer
them the standard of
care. Narayana
Nethralaya as a part of its
‘Buds to Blossoms’

initiative provides
dedicated therapy
programs to help
children develop and
improve motor, cognitive
and visual abilities that
significantly improve
their quality of life.

Cortical Visual
Impairment is a
condition of bilateral
visual loss caused due to
injury of visual areas in
the brain without
significant eye or
anterior visual pathway
impairment. CVI is
currently an emerging
cause amongst children
across India. With 161
children in every
100,000 born with CVI,
India has declared it to be
a high priority issue and
classified it as one of 30
conditions that all babies

must receive mandatory
screenings. These
children with CVI have
great difficulty in
performing visually
guided activities and
these therapies rely on
machines that are bulky,
expensive and require
the child to be in the
hospital for the entire
duration of six-to-nine-
month therapeutic
process. In order to
address this, Acer
provided PC and 100+
tablets under CSR to
kick-off this noble cause.
Acer has also further
intent to supply around
2000 tablets for patients
where patients can pay
the hospital a small,
refundable deposit and
receive the tablet for use
from the comforts of

their home and still
continue treatments even
with COVID disruptions.

The tablet will offer
CVI patients exercises
that can benefit and help
them develop and
improve their deficient
skills and visual abilities
that significantly
improve the quality of
life. Also, since a number
of specialised therapies
that are deployed require
expensive equipments
that need the child to be
present at the center for
the entire duration of the
treatment, this tablet will
allow remote therapy
under the mentorship of
Narayana Nethralaya’
CVI experts, making this
treatment accessible to
the outreach.

On the occasion of this

launch, Mr. Harish
Kohli, President &
Managing Director, Acer
India said,“It is a matter
of pride for us to join this
innovative collaboration
with Narayana
Nethralaya where
technology helps break
barriers to improve lives.
Acer VisioNova
engineered the overall
solution, comprising
both the software and
the hardware. At Acer,
we always believe in
closing the gap between
people and technology
and to meaningfully
improve clinical
outcomes and reduce the
systemic cost of
healthcare, VisioNova
will help patients with
timely access to care
when they need it.

Vedanta Aluminium to host the first edition of the
International Aluminium Confer ence in Odisha
Bhubaneswar: Vedanta
Aluminium, India’s
largest producer of
aluminium, will be
hosting the first edition
of the International
Aluminium Conference
(IAC 2023) in
association with the
Aluminium Association
of India (AAI) on
February 9th and 10th,
2023. The conference,
themed on "Making
India the Aluminium
Capital of the World",
will be held at Vedanta's
operations in
Jharsuguda, Odisha.
IAC 2023 aims to bring
together the global
aluminium industry and
its stakeholders,

including customers, end
consumers, suppliers of
technology, services and
raw materials to the
aluminium industry, and
other players across the
value chain. The
conference provides a
platform for the
exchange of ideas and
best practices,
showcasing new
innovations and
developments in the field
of aluminium, promoting
sustainability in the
industry, and fostering a
circular economy.
The conference will
feature technical
presentations from a
variety of participants,
including primary metal

producers, equipment
suppliers, product
development teams,
academic institutions,
research centers, and
prominent international
experts.
Mr. Rahul Sharma,
President – Aluminium
Association of India and
CEO of Vedanta Limited
– Aluminium, Power and
Port Businesses, said,
“We believe in the
limitless potential of the
aluminium industry and
are proud to host the first
edition of the
International Aluminium
Conference to spark
ideas for an aluminium
revolution in India. IAC
2023 represents a unique

opportunity for the
industry to come
together and drive
progress towards a more
sustainable future. We
look forward to

welcoming leaders from
across the world to
Jharsuguda and to be a
part of shaping the future
of the Indian Aluminium
Industry."

Alongside IAC 2023,
there will be a 2-day
international exhibition,
featuring industry
leaders, new-age start-

ups and global suppliers
from across the
Aluminium industry
value chain, displaying
their manufacturing
prowess. Queries can be
mailed to:
aluminiumsummit.jsg@vedanta.co.in
The Aluminium
Association of India
(AAI) was founded in
1981 to cater to the needs
of the Indian Aluminium
Industry and represents
the entire spectrum of
Indian Aluminium
Industry – from primary
producers and
d o w n s t r e a m
manufacturers to end
users and R&D
organisations. AAI is on

a mission to promote
utilization and growth of
aluminium and its
applications across
industry sectors by creating
a common forum for the
Aluminium Industry and its
constituents to formulate
common policies and
strategies.
Vedanta Aluminium, a
business of Vedanta
Limited, is India’s largest
producer of aluminium,
manufacturing more than
half of India’s aluminium
i.e., 2.27 million tonnes in
FY22. It is a leader in value-
added aluminium products
that find critical
applications in core
industries.
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Aaron Finch brings curtains down on Australia career with T20I retirement
NewDelhi:Aaron Finch
has announced his
retirement from T20Is,
bringing the curtains
down on his Australia
career spanning 12
years. The Australia
captain had earl ier
retired from ODI
cricket in September
last year
"Realising that I won't
be playing on until the
next T20 World Cup in
2024, now is the right
moment step down and
give the team time to
plan and build towards
that event," Finch told
reporters at the MCG on
Tuesday (February 7).
Finch steps away from
T20I cricket after 103
caps for Australia,
leading the country in

76 of those matches. He
retires as Australia's
leading run-getter in the
format, having scored
3120 runs at an average
of 34.28 and a strike
rate of 142.5. His
career-best 172, against
Zimbabwe in 2018, is
also the best individual
score in the format, a
record he previously
claimed with his 156
against England in
2013. He also played
five Test matches for
Australia.
"I'd like to thank my
family, especially my
wife Amy, my team-
mates, Cricket Victoria,
Cricket Australia and
the Australian
Cricketers' Association
for their support to

BBL and any other
domestic T20
opportunities that come
his way.
"As one of only four
[five] men's players to
captain Australia to a
World Cup victory,
Aaron will always have
a special place in
Australian Cricket's
history," Cricket
Australia chair, Dr
Lachlan Henderson,
said. "Playing at the
highest level for over a
decade requires
i n c r e d i b l e
determination and
dedication, so we thank
Aaron for his enormous
contribution and wish
him all the best in the
next phase of his career."

allow me to play the
game I love at the
highest level. I also

want to say a huge thank
you to all the fans who
have supported me

throughout my
international career."
Finch's last T20I

appearance for
Australia turned out to
be the group game
against Ireland in last
year's World Cup at
home as he went on to
miss the team's final
game against
Afghanistan due to
injury, post which he
said he'll take stock of
things during the BBL.
He did enjoy a
successful season with
Melbourne Renegades,
amassing 428 runs at
the average of 38.90,
but has now decided to
end his international
career. Australia next
play T20Is only in
August when they are
scheduled to tour South
Africa.
During Finch's tenure at

the helm, Australia
clinched their maiden
T20 World Cup title, in
2021, when they
defeated New Zealand
in Dubai.
"Team success is what
you play the game for
and the maiden T20
World Cup win in 2021
and l i ft ing the ODI
World Cup on home soil
in 2015 will be the two
memories I cherish the
most.
"To be able to represent
Australia for 12 years
and play with and
against some of the
greatest players of all
t ime has been an
incredible honour."
Finch, however, said he
will continue to play for
the Renegades in the

Wiese five-fer wrecks Sharjah
Warriors' playof f hopes

NewDelhi:A stunning
five-wicket haul from
veteran David Wiese
wrecked Sharjah
Warriors in the final
league of the inaugural
ILT20 that eventually
ended their playoff
qualification hopes.
Wiese's performance
saw Warriors collapse
for just 107 in a crucial
game and Giants then
proceeded to chase down
the target with ease to
win by seven wickets.
Rahmanullah Gurbaz hit
a six in the very first over

of the game to signal his
intentions but was
stopped by Sanchit
Sharma. However, it was
Tom Kohler-Cadmore
who threatened to get
away with the game as he
went on an assault in the
powerplay. He ripped
apart Tom Helm to
smash three fours and a
six off four successive
deliveries to race to 33
off 18 before Helm got
his revenge.
From thereon, things
went downhill as Carlos
Brathwaite got rid of

Moeen Ali with a
bouncer before Wiese
got into the act. He
trapped Evin Lewis lbw
in his first over before
delivering a killer blow
in his second over that
saw him remove Marcus
Stoinis, Joe Denly and
Chris Woakes to stun the
opposition camp. From
65/4, they were reduced
to 67/7 in the matter of
six deliveries before
Wiese returned in the end
to add Mohammad
Nabi's scalp as well to
complete his five-fer.

A target of 108 was never
going to threaten the
Giants who wiped off 18
of those in the first two
overs. Stoinis did breach
Tom Banton's defence in
the powerplay to give his
side a breakthrough but
by the halfway mark,
Giants already had 60 on
the board and were
hoping for a miracle.
Those hopes quickly
evaporated as Colin de
Grandhomme smashed a
couple of sixes to bring
down the equation. Even
though Junaid Siddique
stopped the veteran and
dismissed James Vince in
the same over, there were
no concerns in the Giants
camp as they got the job
done with 21 balls to
spare.
Brief scores: Sharjah
Warriors 107 in 18.3
overs (Tom Kohler-
Cadmore 33; David
Wiese 5/20, Carlos
Brathwaite 2/15) lost to
Gulf Giants 108/3 in 16.3
overs (Colin de
Grandhomme 35, James
Vince 27; Junaid
Siddique 2/27) by 7
wickets

Josh Little to miss Bangladesh, Sri Lanka
tours due to franchise commitments
NewDelh i :I re land
pacer Joshua Little will
miss the upcoming
Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka tours due to his
f r a n c h i s e
commitments.
Ireland skipper Andrew
Balbirnie confirmed the
development to
Cricbuzz on Sunday
adding that he is
expecting Little to be
available when they
take on Bangladesh in
the Super League
games at their own
backyard in May.
Josh is currently
playing in the SA20
for Pretoria Capitals
while he is picked by
Multan Sultan for the
upcoming Pakistan
Super League and
Gujarat Titans in the
forthcoming Indian
Premier League.
"Josh had an amazing
12 to 18 months and
that is shown getting
picked up in the South
African League in the
IPL and the PSL and

these opportunities are
incredible," Balbirnie,
who is playing for
Khulna Tigers in the
ongoing Bangladesh
Premier League, told
Cricbuzz.
"We are going to miss
him (Josh). He is not
going to come here and
play in the Bangladesh
tour and he is not going
to Sri Lanka for the Test
tour and he will be back
for Super League games
against Bangladesh in
May'' he said.
"His opportunity to play
in the IPL is really too
good for him to turn
down and it only helps
Irish cricket I think that

exposure. If he has a
good IPL or PSL then
those competitions will
say well Ireland cricket
must be going in the
right direct ion. We
wish him all the best
and I watched him last
night," he said.
Ireland will kickstart
their upcoming tour of
Bangladesh with a
three-match ODI series
at the Sylhet
International Cricket
Stadium. Ireland are
also scheduled to play
three T20Is at the
Zahur Ahmed
Chowdhury Stadium.
The visitors then will
conclude the series

with a one-off Test at
the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium.
According to the draft
itinerary prepared by
the board, the three
ODIs are scheduled to
be played on March
18, 20 and 23 in SICS.
Following the ODIs,
the T20Is are expected
to take place on March
27, 29 and 31. The
Test match is
scheduled to be played
between April 4 to 8.
Fol lowing the
Bangladesh tour,
Ireland will travel to
Sri Lanka in April to
play one Test and two
ODIs.

National Kabaddi Player Accuses Coach of Sexual
Assault and Blackmail, Delhi Police Registers FIR

NewDelhi:Delhi Police
has filed an FIR on the
basis of the complaint
of a 27-year-old
national level kabaddi
player who has accused
her coach of sexual
assault and blackmail
by threatening to leak
her private photos. The
complaint was made at
Baba Haridas Nagar
police station.
The kabaddi player
alleged that she was
preparing for the
kabaddi competition in
Hirankudna near
Mundka in West Delhi
since 2012, and her
coach ‘made sexual
relations with her

without her consent’ in
March 2015. She
accused the coach of
forcing her to give him
a part of her earnings
from a competition she
won in 2018.
She transferred Rs 43.5
lakh to the bank account
of the accused coach
Joginder. In 2021, she
got married and the
accused is blackmailing
her to leak her private
photos, police said.
Based on the complaint,
police have registered a
case against the coach,
under various sections
of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).
The Delhi police have

started an investigation
into the matter. The
kabaddi player joined
the investigation on
Monday and her
statement is being
recorded in the court.
In January, some
prominent wrestlers
including Vinesh
Phogat, Sakshee
Mallikkh and Bajrang
Punia had staged a sit-
in protest at Jantar
Mantar in the national
capital alleging sexual
harassment of women
wrestlers by the
president and coaches
of the Wrestl ing
Federation of India
(WFI) and of
mismanagement in the
functioning of the
federation.
They withdrew their
protest after talks with
the government. The
government has formed
an oversight committee
and allegations of
wrestlers are being
probed.

Harr y Kane Smashes Tottenham’s All-T ime
Scoring Record in 1-0 win Over Manchester City
NewDelhi:Harry Kane
broke Tottenham’s all-
time scoring record with
a goal — his 267th for
the club — that will
have been celebrated
almost as jubilantly by
the other team in north
London. The England
captain’s milestone
strike earned Tottenham
a 1-0 win on Sunday
(February 5) over
Manchester City, which
was looking for a victory
to trim the gap to
Premier League leader
Arsenal to two points.
In the end, Arsenal
wasn’t punished for
losing 1-0 at Everton on
Saturday — and maybe
that’s no surprise. After
all, City now hasn’t
won, or even scored, in
five games at
Tottenham’s new
stadium in either the
Premier League or the
Champions League.
Even the absence of
Tottenham manager
Antonio Conte,

recovering in his native
Italy after having his
gallbladder removed
this week, couldn't
change the narrative
around this particular
fixture.
Kane swept home the
winner in the 15th
minute after Pierre-
Emile Højbjerg
intercepted a pass out
from the back by City
midfielder Rodri and set
up the striker to score
his 200th Premier
League goal. Only two
other players — Alan
Shearer (260) and
Wayne Rooney (208)
— have reached that
figure.Kane broke the
tie for all-time
Tottenham goals he had
with the late Jimmy
Greaves, who played
for the club from 1961-
70. “Just a magical
moment,” Kane said in
an on-field interview as
he looked out at
Tottenham’s celebrating
fans, “and I was

desperate to do it with a
win. To do it in front of
the home fans is a
moment I’ll never
forget.
“There’s been so much
talk about it over the last
couple of weeks. I just
wanted to get it done as
soon as possible. And to
do it in a big game
against one of the best
teams in the world is a
special feeling.”
City was the architect of
its own downfall for the
goal, just as it was when
conceding two sloppy
first-half goals against
Tottenham last month

before rallying for a 4-2
win at Etihad Stadium.
This time, there was no
comeback despite a
second-half resurgence
sparked by the
introduction of Kevin
De Bruyne, who was
benched for the second
straight game against
Tottenham, and the
87th-minute sending-
off of Cristian Romero
for a second yellow
card.
“Sooner or later it is
going to change," City
manager Pep Guardiola
said of his team's record
at Tottenham's new

stadium, "but it's
strange. We haven’t
scored one goal, we
create chances, we have
missed penalties in the
past. To find an
explanation is not easy.
“We found the
positions, made good
balls to the channels, but
missed the last action up
front.”
City lost for the fourth
time this season in the
league and stayed five
points behind Arsenal,
which has a game in
hand as it bids for a first
top-flight title since
2004. Guardiola said
City’s players were
“not in the position to
think about being
champions, just the
next game.
“There's still a lot of
football to be played,”
City defender Kyle
Walker said. “I know
the twists and turns (in
the title race), I know
what this team is
about.”


