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Kolkata (KCN):
NAFA Capital man-
aging director and fi-
nancial wizard speaks
with Kailashnath
Adhikari, MD, Gov-
ernance Now
Covid-19 came as a
rude shock and hit the
world with several
disruptions, halting
economies and de-
stroying livelihoods.
While research for
the new variant, Omi-
cron, thought to be
less lethal than Delta
is under way, its
emergence has raised
serious concerns.
However, with the
economy on the re-
bound, Ameya

Omicron will not cause economic
derailment: Ameya Prabhu

Prabhu, financial
wizard and managing
director of NAFA
Capital, feels that
Omicron will not

cause an adverse im-
pact.
In a freewheeling
conversation with
Kailashnath Adhi-

kari, MD, Gover-
nance Now, during
the webcast of the
75th episode of the
Visionary Talk series

held by the public
policy and gover-
nance analysis plat-
form, the investment
banker said, “Omi-

cron will not cause
economic derail-
ment.”
However, sounding a
word of caution,
Prabhu said that go-
ing forward disrup-
tions like new Covid
variants, climate
change and animal
diseases infecting hu-
mans due to loss of
animal habitats will
be increasing and
Covid should be
looked upon as pre-
paring us as a global
economy and human-
ity.
“The Indian economy
has picked up and
growing. Markets are
also doing well,” he

said. However, the
MSME sector is fac-
ing many challenges.
“A big business is like
a river that needs
many small tributar-
ies and streams which
feed into it. SMEs are
the tributaries that
need to be strength-
ened,” said Prabhu.
He said new tech-
nologies like
blockchains will have
to be brought in to
benefit the MSME
sector, reduce the cost
of finance, and re-
duce the risk for fi-
nancial institutions
and banks. “The
beauty of blockchains
CONTINUED ON: P-7

OBC Priority in
Panchayat Poll
Bhubaneswar (KC-

N):Even though

there will be no

OBC reservation in

the upcoming

Panchayat Polls, the

governing Biju

Janata Dal (BJD)

will give preference

to OBCs during the

selection of candi-

dates for the elec-

tion.

This was informed

by senior BJD leader

and Panchayati Raj

Minister Pratap Jena

here on Thursday.

Speaking to report-

ers, Mr.Jena said,

“In accordance with

the Supreme Court

order, the Orissa

High Court had or-

dered that no par-

ticular reservation

can be accorded to

OBCs. The OBC

seats will be termed

as un-reserved seats.

So, the State Gov-

ernment cannot

make provisions for

reservation for

OBCs in the

Panchayat election.

However, we will

give preference to

OBCs while select
CONTINUED ON: P-7

Rs 6,000 Special COVID Assistance An-
nounced For Newspaper Hawkers In Odisha

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Acknowledging the
hard work of news-
paper hawkers dur-
ing pandemic, Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik today an-
nounced Rs 6,000
special COVID-19
assistance for them.
The special financial
assistance of Rs

6,000 will be sanc-
tioned to each news-
paper hawker in two
phases from Chief
Minister ’s Relief
Fund (CMRF).
Earlier, Patnaik had
announced a social
security scheme for
the newspaper
hawkers, who are
registered under

Odisha Unorganised
Workers’ Social Se-
curity Board.
Under the scheme,
the kin of hawkers
will be provided
with accidental
death benefit of Rs 2
lakh and natural
death benefit of Rs 1
lakh. Besides, the
beneficiaries will

get Rs 1.5 lakh com-
pensation in cases of
complete disability
due to accident. In
case of partial dis-
ability, a hawker
will be provided
with Rs 80,000, he/
she loses both limbs
in any mishap and
Rs 40,000 for loss of
one limb.

NEET-PG counselling delay: IMA seeks PM's intervention in resolving issue
NEW DELHI(KCN): Expressing concern over the
strike of resident doctors against the delay in NEET-
PG 2021 counselling, the Indian Medical Associa-
tion on Thursday sought Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's intervention in resolving the crisis and aug-
menting manpower to face a possible third wave of
Covid infections. The doctors' body warned that if
the issue is not resolved at the earliest, the Indian
Medical Association (IMA) will be "forced to adopt
direct democratic participation along with the resi-
dent doctors". The NEET-PG exam was held in
September. Due to legal impediments, the counsel-
ling is withheld resulting in a shortage of 45,000
doctors in the frontline, the IMA said.
"As the NEET-PG exam was not held in January
2021, the aggressive second wave was handled by
limited manpower of doctors and resulted in the loss
of more than 2,000 noble professional souls in the

Covid war. "At that time 1,60,000 doctors were ap-

pearing for the exams and waiting for the examina-

tion to be held relentlessly for the eight months,

without involving in the Covid care," the IMA said

in a statement. Now, in view of the impending third

wave, if this PG counselling is not held, then with

the limited manpower it will be too difficult to

handle the third wave of Covid infections, it said.

The IMA appealed to the prime minister to person-

ally intervene in the matter.

"The resident doctors are raising the genuine de-

mands and till now it is not properly resolved.

IMA demands the issues of reservation policy which

is the prerogative of the government shall not be

mixed with the schedule of the counselling and the

larger decisions of that reservation shall be taken at

an appropriate time on successive counselling.
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Kolkata (KCN):  ITC
Charmis, a legacy
brand announces
Bollywood’s leading

lady, Kiara Advani, as
its brand ambassador.
Charmis has enjoyed
consumer’s trust for
decades with its cold
cream and is now de-
mocratizing modern
formats like Face Se-
rums amongst the
masses with its Deep
Radiance Product
Range with Kiara as
their Brand Ambassa-
dor.
Charmis’ film with
Kiara is a spunky take
on the everyday
hustle of a non-stop
busy life and the need

ITC Charmis announces Kiara
Advani as its new Brand Ambassador

for a potent skincare
format i.e Face Se-
rum. Charmis Deep
Radiance Face Serum

introduces a practice
with #Swish-Dab-
Dab-Dab that high-
lights its light texture
& quick absorption to
keep skin glowing
and radiant. The film
with its young energy
and vibrant treatment
communicates effec-
tiveness and func-
tional benefits of the
Charmis face serum
in a playful narrative.
Sameer Satpathy, Di-
visional Chief Execu-
tive, Personal Care
Products Business,
ITC Limited, said,

“Our R&D team at
ITC’s Life Sciences
and Technology Cen-
tre leverages its deep
research and world-
class expertise in bio-
sciences to introduce
a range of Charmis
Deep Radiance Se-
rum. Charmis Deep
Radiance Serum is an
effective hydrating
solution for skin radi-
ance. Kiara brings
with her the energy
and vibrance that is
synonymous with this
new Charmis range,
and we are glad to
announce her as the
new face of the
brand.”
With blockbuster
successes and note-
worthy perfor-
mances, Kiara
Advani has emerged
as one of the most
favourite stars of the
nation, with a huge
fan base across sec-
tors and age groups.
Speaking on the new

partnership with
Charmis, Kiara
Advani adds, “Skin
care has always been
very important to me.
I’m happy to be a part
of the Charmis fam-
ily and I can’t wait to
introduce all its mod-
ern face care offer-
ings. When I think of
Charmis, I think of
vibrance and radiance
and together we en-
deavour to bring ex-

citing yet effective

skincare for every-

one”.

With its pricing of

INR 249/- for 30 ml,

Charmis Deep Radi-

ance Face Serum is

crafted with the

goodness of Vitamin

C, Hyaluronic Acid,

and Salicylic Acid.

Dermatologist-tested

Charmis Deep Radi-

ance Face Serum is

also non-sticky and

suitable for all skin

types.

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
National Mathemat-
ics Day was observed
with an interactive

and enriching session
by Dr.L.K Bhopa,
Professor. NCERT,
New Delhi (Retd.),
Dept. of Mathematics
Education. Joining
the programme orga-
nized by the Math-
ematics Department
of the school as the
Chief Guest, Dr.
Bhopa advised the

Mathematics is a subject with a
hard shell but sweet stuff inside

students not to dread
Mathematics as a dif-
ficult subject but to
bring a change in ap-

proach and attitude
in order to beat their
fear of the subject. In
his answer to the
questions asked by
the students, the chief
guest expressed his
concern over the de-
crease in students’ in-
quisitiveness which
plays a vital role in
orienting them for

learning Mathemat-
ics. The Chief Guest
gave a heart-touch-
ing account of the life

of India’s greatest
M a t h e m a t i c i a n
Srinivasa Ramanujan
and his lasting contri-
bution to the world of
Mathematics. The
programme started
with floral tribute to
the unparalleled ge-
nius Ramanujan fol-
lowed by welcome
address by the Prin-

cipal Sri Bipin
Kumar Sahoo. The
Principal advised the
students to make

friendship with
Mathematics by relat-
ing it with every as-
pect of day to day life.
The entire
programme was
smoothly organized
keeping view the
guide lines of
COVID-19 SOPs
with the whole-
hearted cooperation
of all the members of
staff.

Khordha (KCN): Fol-
lowing the appeals of
Chief Minister
Naveen Pattnaik
MLA, Begunia have
started masks distri-
bution campaign in
their Assembly Con-
stituencies as part of
its awareness cam-
paign against the

MLA Begunia Distribute Masks

novel corona virus.
The masks distribu-
tion programme was
organized by mission
Shakti members in
the GP of Rout Pada
and Siko under
Begunia Assembly
C o n s t i t u e n c y .
Begunia Panchayat
Samiti Vice -Chair-

man Tanuja
Patsahani, Members
of Mission Shakti
Reena Sethy,
Shantilata Ransingh,
Geetanjali Subudhi,
Lila Swain, Rashmita
Gumansingh and
MBKCRP, Krushi
mitra and members
of SHGs Group were

present. The masks is
purchased in MLA,
LAD fund and dis-
tributed 4 masks in
each house. The gen-
eral public praised
this type of activities
of CM Naveen
Pattnaik and MLA,
Begunia Rajendra
Kumar Sahoo

Khordha (KCN):  In
the successful
completion of 9th
Session Odisha -Mo-
Parivar Jeevan Bindu

Programme Social
Activist Abyakta Hari
Hara Khadnga were
felicitated by BDO
Begunia Laxmidhara
Sahoo and MLA
Begunia Rajendra
Kumar Sahoo for
Successfully Co-
ordinated the Jeevan
Bindu Programme in
all the 21 GP of
Begunia Block and
also gave farewell to

Social Activist Felicitated  in Begunia
the Sarapanchas and
Panchayat Samiti
Members of 21 GP of
Begunia Block. Till
now 3452 unit Blood

collected from
Begunia Assembly
Constituency. The
Jeevan Bindu
programme which
was launched by BJD
has now turned into a
peoples movement in
Odisha achieving the
goal of ensuring that
no needy person is
deprived of the live
saving blood in the
state.

Cuttack Sadar
(KCN):  Cuttack
Sadar 42 mouza so-
cial organi-sation
Dayanidhi Pratibha
Bikash Pakis-
tan(DPBP) observed
eminent personality
m a t h e m a t i c i a n
Narayan Pati's 38th.
Death Anniversary
of the villagers of

Mathematician Narayan Pati's 38th. Death Anniversary observed by DPBP

Taikana  at Ananda
Nrusingha smruti
pujyapuja bhawan
Patana. In this meet-
ing Prasanna Behera
the chief
guest,Social worker
Bulai Behera the
guest of
h o n o u r , A d v i s e r
Saroj Nalini
Parija,Cultural Sec-

retary Rudra
Narayan Das,Senior
member Upendra
B a r i k , P o l i t i c i a n
Binod Behera,
Prakash Kumar
Mohanty, Sagar
Behera, Suvendu
Charan Das
Mohapatra,Srabantika
Mohanty,Sriansha
M o h a n t y, K i r t a n

D a s , N a t a b a r a
Behera were present
with done silence
prayer and offer
flower oil print
photo of  great soul
late Narayan Pati.
Lastly General Sec-
retary Narayan
Chandra Mohanty
gave thanks to all
members & the
meeting was closed.

State to Appoint 11,403 Teachers
Bhubaneswar: On
the instruction of
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, the
process has been
started for the ap-
pointment of 11,403
teachers in govern-
ment-run high
schools.  The re-
cruitment process
will be completed
by April 2022.
Recently the state
government has ap-
pointed 6,131
school teachers on a
single day. This
year,  in the first
phase,  advertise-
ments for 4619
Hindi, Sanskrit and
sports teachers were
published on Au-
gust 13. In the sec-
ond phase, another
notification was re-
leased on August 28
for filling up 6,720
posts of TGT, Arts
and Telugu teach-
ers.

As the School and
Mass Education de-
partment was find-
ing it difficult to get

the required number
of qualified candi-
dates for the teach-
ing posts,  the re-
cruitment examina-
tions and rules have
been amended to at-
tract a larger number
of candidates to par-
ticipate in the re-
cruitment process,

official  sources
said.
Besides, the State
Government has

also sanctioned
3462 teacher posts
keeping in view the
high number of stu-
dents.
The government is
committed to
smooth completion
of the entire teacher
recruitment process
within four months

and the commence-
ment of another
phase of recruit-
ment process with

the aim to transform
the State’s School
Education Sector.
Principal Secretary
School And Mass
E d u c a t i o n
Satyabrata Sahu is
making overdrive
for massive recruit-
ment in the School
Education Sector.

4 flats in Bhubaneswar declared
micro-containment zones
BHUBANESWAR:  The Bhubaneswar Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) on Wednesday declared
four more flats in a residential society as mi-
cro-containment zones following detection of
multiple Covid-19 cases.
Flat numbers 112 (G), 132 (G), 142 (G) and 151
(G) at Cosmopolis apartment in Ward 64 were
declared micro-containment zones after a num-
ber of households in these residential units tested
positive for the virus.
BMC officials, however, informed that none of
the infected persons is a foreign returnee. As
part of the containment measures, the civic body
has restricted movement of residents of the flats
till further orders. It will supply essentials to
these households and appoint a rapid response
team (RRT) to meet their medical requirements.
On Tuesday, the BMC had declared three
houses, two in Jayadurga Nagar area of
Bomikhal and one in VSS Nagar as micro-con-
tainment zones after four foreign returnees - two
from UK and two from Nigeria - tested positive
for Covid-19.  BMC officials said they are wait-
ing for the genome sequencing report of the
patients admitted to SUM Dedicated Covid
Hospital (DCH).



THE KALINGA CHRONICLEENTERTAINMENT 3
Popular people’s Daily of Odisha

BHUBANESWAR, FRIDAY, 24  DECEMBER, 2021

Appealing to fans' inner writers, Anupam Kher offers autographed book

NEW DELHI: Ask-
ing his fans to rejuve-
nate their inner writ-
ers, veteran actor
Anupam Kher, of-
fered them to send his
autographed book
'Your Best Day is To-
day' on Tuesday.
Kher hopped on to
Twitter and shared a
candid picture of him.
Calling on his fans to
give a suitable cap-

tion for the picture, he
wrote "Mujhe meri ye
tasveer pasand hai. (I
like this picture of
mine) I will send an
autographed copy of
my latest book
#YourBestDayIsToday
to the person whose
caption for this pic I
like the most!"
Adding to the cation,
he noted "Hindi or
English - apka cap-

tion kisi bhi bhasha
me chalega! Chaliye!
Apne andar ke lekhak
ko jagaaiye!! (your
caption will go in any
language! Let's go!
Wake up your inner
writer,) with Hibiscus
smiling face and
heart-shaped smile
emoticon.
Within a few hours of
being posted, fans of
the former Chairman

of Film and Televi-

sion Institute of India

started coming up

with innovative cap-

tions and showcased

their creative skills.

A day ago, the 65-

year-old star shared a

clip of his mother

lauding PM Modi and

scientist's efforts for

the new COVID-19

vaccines.

Phenomenal experience: Riteish Deshmukh praises Anil Kapoor, Anurag Kashyap's 'AK vs AK'
NEW DELHI(K-
CN): Actor Riteish
Deshmukh lauded
V i k r a m a d i t y a
Motwane's 'AK vs
AK' and termed the

Netflix based film "a
phenomenal experi-
ence".
Deshmukh took to
Twitter to share a
poster of the movie,
which features
Anurag Kashyap and
Anil Kapoor in lead
roles.
"Mind has been

blown!!! #AKvsAK
is a phenomenal ex-
perience -
@VikramMotwane
take a bow my
friend," tweeted

Deshmukh.
He then went on to
heap praise on
Kashyap, Kapoor,
and his actor son
H a r s h v a r d h a n
Kapoor who has a
cameo in the film.
"@anuragkashyap72
how good are you,
@AnilKapoor Sir,

only you could do
this, you are pure
gold in this film but
@HarshKapoor_has
outdone your entire
performance in one

scene," the
'Housefull' actor's
tweet further read.
While Kapoor essays
the role of a yester-
year actor, Kashyap
plays the role of a dis-
graced film director
in the film.
'AK vs AK,' revolves
around the story of a

movie star and a film
director who get into
a public spat, follow-
ing which the direc-
tor retaliates by kid-
napping the actor's

daughter and films
the search for her in
real-time.
The Netflix India
Original film was re-
leased on the plat-
form on December
24, which also hap-
pens to be Anil
Kapoor's birthday.

Aakanksha Singh joins team Mayday
Ajay Devgn’s May-
day has been creating
a massive buzz be-
cause of its interest-

ing star cast, which
includes Amitabh
Bachchan, Ajay
Devgn, Rakul Preet
Singh and Angira
Dhar. Talented ac-
tress, Aakanksha
Singh has now joined
the team.
Aakanksha will es-
saying the role of
Ajay Devgn’s wife in
the film. She joined
the shoot yesterday.
Aakanksha says, “It’s
like a dream come
true to be a part of
such a big and much-
awaited film. I am so
excited to share the
screen with Ajay Sir
and Amitabh Sir; and

the icing on the cake
is that Ajay Sir is di-
recting the film. It’s
actually happening!

It’s an important role
and I am lucky that
the first muhurat shot
of the film had me in
it.” Ajay Devgn took

to social media to an-

nounce that the shoot

had begun yesterday.

“Happy to officially

begin Mayday in a

start-to-finish shoot-

ing schedule. Seek

blessings from the

Almighty and my

parents. Nothing is

complete without the

support of all my

fans, family and well-

wishers. Releases on

29th April 2022 (sic)”

he posted.

SC grants Ekta Kapoor interim protec-
tion from arrest in FIR over web series
NEW DELHI(K-
CN): The Supreme

Court on Thursday
granted interim pro-
tection from arrest to
TV producer Ekta
Kapoor in an FIR
against her for al-

leged objectionable
content in her web

series "XXX season
2".
A bench headed by
Chief Justice SA
Bobde granted in-
terim protection to

Kapoor.
She had moved the
apex court after the
Indore bench of the
Madhya Pradesh
High Court, in No-
vember this year, dis-
missed her petition
seeking that a case
filed against her for
alleged objectionable
content in web series
"XXX season 2" be
quashed. The High
Court had dismissed
a petition of Kapoor
seeking quashing of a
case registered
against her for al-
leged obscenity in a
web series produced
by her.

The complainant had
alleged an episode of
the series 'XXX un-
censored' was ob-
scene and caused an-
noyance to him, hurt
his religious feelings
and dishonored the
Army. The case was
registered at the
Annapurna police
station, Indore, under
Sections 294 (Ob-
scene acts and songs),
298 and 34 (Acts
done by several per-
sons in furtherance of
common intention) of
the India Penal Code
and various relevant
sections of the IT Act
and the State Emblem
Act.

'Wanted to make a film on Indian Army with
Shah Rukh Khan', says Director Kabir Khan
MUMBAI(KCN):

Filmmaker Kabir

Khan, who is

gearing up for the

release of his web

series "The For-

gotten Army:

Azaadi Ke Liye",

based on Indian

National Army

(INA), says he

wanted to make a

film on the subject

starring Shah

Rukh Khan. He

added that Shah

Rukh didn't

charged a fee for

the voiceover he

gave for the series.

"Shah Rukh has

very graciously

given the

voiceover. The

series is based on a

true story, so there

is an introduction

of a few minutes

before every epi-

sode along with

real footage, where

he has lent his

voice. I talked

about it with Shah

Rukh earlier as

well, when this

was a film script.

Back then, I

wanted Shah Rukh

to do the film. We

even had a few

meetings but we

couldn't take it

forward," said

Kabir while pro-

moting the series

along with its lead

actors Sunny

Kaushal and

Sharvari Wagh.

Kabir added that

Shah Rukh didn't

charge a single

paisa for his

voiceover assign-

ment. "When I

was making this

series, I thought I

should ask Shah

Rukh (to be the

narrator) because

Shah Rukh's

father had involve-

ment with this

army. His father

knew General

Shahnawaz Khan,

who was an impor-

tant part of INA.

So, I knew he

(Shah Rukh Khan)

has sympathy and

attachment with

Azad Hind Fauj

and I called him

up. It's not an easy

task to ask a su-

perstar for a

voiceover but Shah

Rukh instantly

agreed to do it.

Usually, when you

discuss a film with

Shah Rukh, it's a

long process, but

in this case Shah

Rukh literally did

the voiceover for

us on the second

day. I don't know

whether he would

like me to reveal

this, but he didn't

take a fee from us.

I think the kind of

attachment he has

with Azad Hind

Fauj reflects in his

act."

Incidentally, Shah

Rukh did a cameo

in Kabir Khan's

2017 release

"Tubelight",

starring Salman

Khan.
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Introduction:
The term “Open and Distant Learning” refers
to the fact that all or most of the teaching is
done by someone who is not in the same room

as the learner, as well
as the fact that the
mission strives to
incorporate more
openness and
flexibility in terms of
access, curriculum,
and other aspects of
the structure. The
mission or goal of a
particular system,
programmes and
curricula, teaching/
learning strategies and
techniques, learning

material and resources, communication and
interaction, support and delivery systems,
students, tutors, staff and other experts,
management, housing and equipment, and
evaluation are all examples of components
found in open and distance learning systems.The
Open and Distant Learning(ODL) system is
utilized for school-aged children and youth who
are unable to attend regular schools, as well as
to supplement education in primary and
secondary schools. A significant number of
courses and activities, on the other hand, are
geared toward adults.
Open and Distant Learningeducation for primary
and secondary schools, in particular, is a
significant technique of expanding educational
options to the semi-adult and adult population
in developing nations. Open and Distant
Learning (ODL) has made a significant
contribution to the teacher training program. In
developing countries, it has been established that
online teacher training can reach huge groups
of students and have a significant impact on the
growth of national education systems.Initial
training for formal qualifications, in-service
supplementary training for formal upgrading,
and ongoing in-service training in specific
courses and topics are all examples of this.
When the public education system needs to
expand or improve its quality, the utilization of
the Open and Distant Learningsystem for
teacher education is a critical strategy. Through
technical and vocational education programs,
both private and public providers have made
significant contributions to the development of
industry and trade. The main goal is to bring
the ability to respond quickly to the demand for
working people to get training, as well as to give
chances for individuals who are currently
underserved.
 Odisha State Open University
In 2015, the Odisha State Open University was
formed by a law passed by the state legislature.
The university has jurisdiction over the entire
state of Odisha.The mandate is to promote
education, research, training, and capacity

Ensuring Quality Higher Education &Odisha State Open University: Reaching the Unreached
building using a
variety of methods,
including distance and
online education, as well as the use of innovative
educational technology that is accessible to the
average person. The University’s degrees,
diplomas, and certificates are treated on the
same footing with degrees/diplomas issued by
other universities created by centers/states and
recognized by the UGC. To improve students’
employability, a strong emphasis is placed on
skill-based education.To carry out its mission,
the Open University has established Regional
Centers and Study Centers around the state.
Apart from skill-based and vocational courses,
Teacher Education, Business & Management
Studies, Computer Science courses, Engineering
Science (short-term), paramedical courses,
agriculture, and foreign language courses
receive special attention. Students who have
already excelled in Undergraduate and
Postgraduate degrees in the State can enroll in
add-on courses. Students’ fees are modest and
affordable for disadvantaged and
underprivileged groups. All statutory bodies’
norms and regulations, such as the UGC,
AICTE, NCTE, INC, BCI, DEB, MCI, and
others, are rigorously observed by the Odisha
State Open University when it comes to offering
academic programs.
Five Regional Centres and 88 Study
Centresincluding 6 jails have been created by
Odisha State Open University. Between 2020
and 2030, the University will expand its network
of Regional Centres to all 13 of Odisha’s
undivided districts, as well as its network of
study centers to all 315 of the state’s blocks.
82% of the students are from the rural and tribal
areas of the state, thereby the University is
catering the need of the much inaccessible and
scheduled areas of Odisha, where even the
penetration of IGNOU is not very successful.
RegionalCentres will serve as an extension
office of the Headquarters, facilitating student
support, examinations, administration, and
financial matters at Study Centres.During the
last five years, the University has shown a
considerable increase in student enrolment, with
more than 30000 students admitted to various
academic programs. Odisha State Open
Universityhas a female student population of
52.1 percent, 11.2 percent ST students, 15
percent SC students, and 18 percent OBC
students. Academic staff and departments are
busy planning, devising, and implementing
academic programmes, which the Centre for
Internal Quality Assurance monitors on a regular
basis. English, History, Journalism, Odiya,
Political Science, Public Administration, Rural
Development, Sociology, Commerce, Cyber
Security, Hindi, Economics, Public Policy, and
Sanskrit, Business & Management Studies,
Computer Science courses, Rural Development,
Disaster Management, Communication Skills,
Translation Studies, and functional aspects of

Odiya and Hindi
language courses are
currently available at

the university.
The objective of the University
·  To conduct research, training, and extension
programmes to impart a wide range of
development in the state, based on the state’s
rich legacy, in order to promote and enhance
the people of Odisha’s employment status and
human resources;
· To supplement existing degree, certificate, and
diploma programmes by offering add-on courses
that are relevant to workplace demands.
·  To use technology to develop and share
learning and information in various ways;
· To ensure that wide segments of the population,
particularly disadvantaged groups such as those
living in distant and rural areas, have access to
higher education, including working people,
housewives, and other individuals who seek to
update or acquire knowledge through studies in
many subjects;
The University’s academic programs have a
particular focus on Science, Technology, and
Humanities, and Social Sciences, which reflects
the university’s mission. Currently, the
university offers master’s degrees in 14 subjects,
bachelor’s degrees in 11 disciplines,
postgraduate diplomas in eight disciplines,
diplomas in sixteen disciplines, and certificate
programs in fifteen disciplines. The University
also offers online Add-on skill-based programs
using the e-Gyanjyoti smart e-learning platform.
With the consent of the statutory agencies, the
University wants to provide new Undergraduate
and Postgraduate programs in the fields of
Science, Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics,
Biology, Psychology, Anthropology, Education,
and Social Work. It also proposes that regular
Ph.D.programsare being offered.
 Odisha State Open Universityhas developed a
policy for Research Promotion and Felicitation
with the goal of creating a suitable environment
for both applied and fundamental research. It is
created in accordance with Odisha State Open
University’s vision and objectives. Discipline-
specific research, action research, and systems-
based research are the focus of the current policy.
It seldom loses sight of the ethical problems that
must be addressed in all forms of research while
doing so.Via the Open and Distant
Learningsystem, Odisha State Open University
seeks to provide quality teaching and learning
through the use of information and
communication technology. India is
transitioning to the digital era when distance is
no longer a barrier to obtaining education thanks
to the use of ICT. In India, more than 500 million
people use the Internet, largely through their
smartphones, with 200 million of them living
in rural areas. With the use of technology-
enabled learning, Odisha State Open University
aims to bring high-quality education to the
doorsteps of its students. The present Vice-

Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Arka Das Mohapatrais
taking proactive steps in ensuring that, in every
aspect, the university maintains quality with
special reference to the self-learning materials
and quality of counselors and related
infrastructures. He is an erudite scholar and
researcher having more than 25 years of
experience and administrative acumen. Now the
University is venturing into adapting innovative
modes of teaching-learning and also prioritizing
its endeavor with regard not only to teaching
and learning rather reaching the learners and
enriching the learners through diversified
manners.Under the able guidance of the Vice-
chancellor, the University is currently venturing
into many areas of expertise and collaborating
with some national-level institutions and
universities, thereby enriching the overall
quality of education in the university.  The
University is also having Prof. (Dr.)
ManasRanjanPujari, an accomplished academic
and astute administrator as the Registrar. Dr.
Pujari’s earlier experience as Co-ordinator with
Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU)(G M University study Centre) is an
added advantage for the Odisha State Open
University. The Vice-Chancellor and the
Registrar duo, have been working hard in
ensuring the quality in every aspect of the
process in the University. The Lockdown has
taught the university, how to create opportunities
out of adversaries wherein the university took
online initiatives in every aspect of its activities
such as online admission,  examination, result
publication, evaluation of assignments and
projects, etc.
Achievements by Odisha State Open
University
Although a new University, Odisha State Open
University has been the proud recipient of the
Unnat Bharat AbhiyaanPerinneal Fund Award
and ranked 78th among the top Universities in
India, wherein various developmental initiatives
have been taken up by the University in its
adopted villages in the adjacent villages of its
permanent campus.The University has taken
initiatives for providing free education to the
youths residing in its five adopted villages. The
University has been engaged in different
extension programs like awareness on Covid-
19, exchange programs with other universities,
participating in book fairs, and organizing
different webinars and socio-cultural activities.
The university is striving hard to ensure that the
student learners get the most appropriate and
enriching study materials and the distant
learning initiatives take them to the pinnacle of
success in life. Every step is being taken to
ensure the quality of education and make them
proud to be associated with such a glorious
university. Hopefully, Odisha State Open
University will add value to the overall higher
and professional educational scenario of Odisha.

Pratap Kishore Mohanty

The author is Academic Consultant (Sociology)
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

A grounded theory approach for the assessment of urban development policies in Indian cities
Urbanization in India has led to the develop-
ment of new urban centres and an increase in
the number of millionplus cities. The planning
principles keep on evolving with time. In In-
dia, these principles are implemented through
development plans. This study examines the
extent to which Indian urban planning poli-
cies address contemporary urban planning
principles in the perspective of rapidly evolv-
ing global urban policies. Development plans
of 13 million-plus state capital cities across
India have been analysed following grounded
theory. The study reveals that Indian cities are
not completely embracing global contempo-
rary urban planning principles in their devel-
opment plans, and the provision of these prin-
ciples also differs among cities. The study pro-
poses suggestive planning measures which
might be incorporated in the urban planning
process to address the challenges arising out
of complexities o  urbanization. The study ex-
plores how development plans endorse and
implement particular urban development strat-
egies and more generally, contributes to en-
forcement of contemporary urban planning
principles. The goal of the study is to estab-
lish a link between contemporary urban de-
velopment principles articulated through the
development plans.
URBAN planning researchers globally deal
with the issues pertaining to congestion, hap-
hazard development, overcrowded spaces, en-
croached walkways, limited transport options,
avoidance of public facilities, biased housing
promotion, lack of awareness regarding new
technologies, inadequate infrastructure, ex-
ploitation of natural resources, degradation of
heritage, etc. These issues might be addressed
to a large extent by enforcing contemporary
urban planning principles through statutory
provisions.

Modern town plan-
ning initiatives like
comprehensive mobility plan, land transport
integration, transit-oriented development, ur-
ban renewal, transferable development rights,
public–private partnership, inclusive develop-
ment, compact city, smart city, sustainable
planning, medi-city, heritage city, sports city,
green city, industrial city and liveable city have
been introduced in many cities worldwide.
These cities have adopted contemporary prin-
ciples of urban planning to regulate urban is-
sues and mandating their urban plans to inte-
grate alternate liberal policies.  Urban research
discusses planning issues and proposes inno-
vative solutions. These studies highlight the
necessity to formulate appropriate planning
policies to effectively regulate the urban plan-
ning issues. Current Indian practices and poli-
cies of urban development are incompetent
 to handle the situation efficiently. The sheer
magnitude of urbanization calls for devising
innovative urban planning systems with solu-
tions for the new era. The national economic
growth has a direct bearing on the efficient
and productive guidance of the urbanization
process, with emphasis on housing and basic
infrastructure development which need to be
addressed in priority1 . The urban develop-
ment process needs to be efficient as well as
ensure equity of urban development benefits
for improving liveability.
Research responds to the need for working on
such urban issues by evaluating development
plans (DPs) and identifying the challenges
which India is experiencing in addressing sus-
tainable–smart growth. The key question is
whether or not urban development plans in
India promote contemporary urban principles
through their policies. Urbanization in India
The world’s population is anticipated to grow

by 9.6 billion by
2050, while the urban

population is projected to grow by 2.5 billion,
showing concentration of growth in urban
centres
. According to the Census of India 2011,
the population of the country was 1.21 bil-
lion, of which 31.1% lived in urban areas4
. The urban population has increased from 290
to 377 million, while the number of cities and
towns has increased from 5161 to 7935 in 2011
compared to 2001. The number of million-plus
cities has increased from 35 in 2001 to 53 and
3 megacities in 2011. These million-plus cit-
ies (53) together hold 42.63% of the total ur-
ban population5 . It has also been projected
that the urban population will exceed 600
million, distributed unevenly in 87 metropoli-
tan centres within the next  RESEARCH AR-
TICLES 1562 CURRENT SCIENCE, VOL.
121, NO. 12, 25 DECEMBER 2021 two de-
cades6 . India’s urban population is expected
to reach about 810 million by 2050 (ref. 7)
and the number of metropolitan cities would
be more than 100 (ref. 5). The statistics con-
firms India’s rapid urbanization8 .
 The urbanization issues have been ranging
from the local to global level9 . High popula-
tion growth, rural–urban migration, reclassi-
fication of urban centres and expansion
of cities have been identified as the root causes
for urbanization10. The challenges of rapid
urbanization necessitate provision of infra-
structure11 and urban facilities5 .
There are serious concerns regarding the nega-
tive impacts of urbanization on the environ-
ment, transportation, public health and defi-
ciency in urban infrastructure12. Failure to
address these issues will lead to urban decay
rather than planned development4 . The prob-
lems due to urbanization cannot be addressed

with conventional approaches and need to be
revisited in view of emerging planning prin-
ciples. Therefore, inclusion of new principles
in urban policy is a necessary precondition for
undertaking planning.  A close review of ur-
ban growth pattern of Indian cities indicates
the prominence of urbanization in million-plus
cities. These cities have shown a population
growth of over 48% and five cities have at-
tained more than 0.5 million population13.
These cities are facing urban issues and de-
mand a paradigm shift in urban development
strategies that would combat negative effects
and brings in prosperity. In this study we pro-
pose a comparative city ranking framework
incorporating urban policies drafted in the re-
spective DP of Indian cities. Urban planning
challenges in India Urban planning is an en-
visioning process which provides alternatives
for sustainable–smart development14–16.
These alternatives are an outcome of strate-
gies adopted after due consideration of the de-
mographic, environmental, socio-economic,
administrative and financial aspects13.
The planned development of towns and cities
has witnessed a sea change since indepen-
dence. During 1950s, the focus was on reha-
bilitation of refugees. In the sixties, a new era
began for agricultural and industrial infrastruc-
ture, and many public sector townships were
established. With the green revolution in the
seventies, efforts were made to develop trad-
ing towns and infrastructure was augmented
in small and medium towns. The eighties saw
a spurt in employment opportunities, thereby
leading to unprecedented migration to large
cities. The nineties were marked with the ini-
tiation of reforms ( To be continued)

Sanjeev Kumar* and Krishna Kumar Dhote

Department of Architecture and Planning,
Maulana Azad National Institute of Technology,
Bhopal 462 003, India
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Bhubaneswar: Severe
cold wave conditions
continued to sweep
across Odisha in the

past 24 hours with the
falling of mercury be-
low 10 degrees Cel-
sius at 12 places.
With a minimum tem-
perature of 5 degrees
Celsius, western
Odisha town Phulbani
has become the cold-
est place in the State.
As per India Meteoro-
logical Department
(IMD)’s Bhubaneswar
regional centre,
Daringbadi was the
second coldest place
with recording of 6.5
degrees Celsius, fol-
lowed by Jharsuguda
(7.1), Titilagarh (7.3),
Sundargarh (7.5),
Keonjhar (7.6),
Bhawanipatna (8),

Mercury Dips Low
Rayagada (8),
Bolangir (9),
Sambalpur (9.5),
Koraput (9.5) and

Boudh (9.6).
Capital city
Bhubaneswar along
with Angul and
Nayagarh district
towns recorded a
minimum temperature
of 10 degrees Celsius
each. Bhubaneswar
city has recorded a
minimum temperature
of 10 degrees or below
temperature in the
month of December,
for the fourth time in
the past 11 years (2011
to 2021). The city had
witnessed 8.2 degrees,
9.8 degrees and 10 de-
grees on December
30, 2018 (all time
record), December 31,
2019 and December

21, 2021, respectively,
the Met centre offi-
cials said.
Cold wave condition

is very likely to prevail
over the districts of
J h a r s u g u d a ,
Sundargarh, Boudh,
Sonepur, Bargarh,
Bolangir and Nuapada
in the next 24 hours, it
said. After 48 hours,
the situation is likely
to improve as tem-
perature is set to in-
crease in many places
across the State,
sources said. The
weather forecasting
office has advised
people to stay indoors
during night & early
morning and use mul-
tiple clothes to avoid
exposure to cold. It
also suggested people
to

Hate speech row: Trinamool demands ac-
tion against Dharma Sansad organisers
DEHRADUN: A se-
nior TMC leader on
Thursday demanded
immediate action

against organisers
and speakers of a
Dharma Sansad held
recently in Haridwar,
where hate speeches
were allegedly made
against a community.
All-India Trinamool
Congress national
spokesman Saket
Gokhale lodged a
complaint in this
connection at the
Jwalapur police sta-

tion in Haridwar dis-
trict, asking the SHO
to register an FIR
within 24 hours.

Gokhale, who shared
a copy of his com-
plaint on his Twitter
handle, also set the
police a deadline of
December 27 to ar-
rest organisers of the
Dharma Sansad and
those who allegedly
delivered inflamma-
tory and violence-
provoking speeches
against the Muslims
at the event.

If an FIR is not reg-
istered against those
involved within 24
hours, a plaint will be

made to the judicial
magistrate, Gokhale
said in his complaint
to the SHO.
At the event, several
speakers allegedly
made inflammatory
and provocative
speeches, calling for
the killing of people
from the minority
community.
He also shared links
of the video clip, in

which the speakers
are seen making hate

speeches.

Held at Ved Niketan

Dham in Haridwar

from December 17-

20, the Dharma

Sansad was

organised by Yati

Narasimhanand Giri

of the Juna Akhada,

who is already under

police scanner for

making hate

speeches and inciting

violence against the

Muslims.

Omicron threat: PM Modi holds Covid review
meeting; vaccination figures near 141 crore mark
NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi held a review
meeting on the
COVID-19 situation
in the country on
Thursday evening
amid rising concerns
over the spread of the
Omicron variant of the
coronavirus.
Official sources said
Modi took stock of the
pandemic situation
across the country in a
high-level meeting at-
tended by senior offi-
cials and experts.
India has recorded 236
cases of the Omicron
variant of the
coronavirus across 16
states and Union Ter-
ritories (UTs) so far,
out of which 104
people have recovered
or migrated, according
to the Union health
ministry data updated
on Thursday.
In a communication to
the states and UTs on
Tuesday, the Centre
said the Omicron vari-
ant of the coronavirus
is at least thrice more
transmissible than its

Delta variant and
asked them to "acti-
vate" war rooms, keep
analysing even small
trends and surges and
keep taking strict and
prompt containment
action at the district
and local levels.
There have been de-
mands that the govern-
ment allow booster
doses of vaccines to be

administered to those
already fully inocu-
lated against COVID-
19, as has been done
by many countries.
Meanwhile, the cumu-
lative COVID-19 vac-
cine doses adminis-
tered in India crossed

140.24 crore on
Thursday, the Union
Health Ministry said.
Over 51 lakh vaccine
doses have been ad-
ministered on Thurs-
day till 7 pm, it said.
The ministry said the
daily vaccination tally
is expected to increase
with the compilation
of the final reports for
the day by late in the

night.
The countrywide vac-
cination drive was
rolled out on January
16 with healthcare
workers getting inocu-
lated in the first phase.
The vaccination of
frontline workers

started from February
2.
The next phase of
COVID-19 vaccina-
tion commenced from
March 1 for people
over 60 years of age
and those aged 45
years and above with
specified co-morbid
conditions.
The country launched

vaccination for all
people aged more than
45 years from April 1.
The government then
decided to expand its
vaccination drive by
allowing everyone
above 18 to be vacci-
nated from May 1.

Pakistan-India ties: Too near yet far apart
ISLAMABAD: When
Pakistan and India
agreed to restore peace
along the highly vola-
tile Line of Control
(LoC) in February
2021, it appeared that
they were again ready
to take a turn on the
bumpy road of ani-
mosity and mistrust.
The ensuing months,
however, showed that
it was yet another mi-
rage. The story of Pa-
kistan-India relations
is a tale of the prover-
bial ‘one step forward,
two steps backward'.
So far, almost every
positive development
in terms of the bilat-
eral ties has been over-
taken by innate hostil-
ity that is often driven
by popular sentiments.
In a surprise an-
nouncement on Febru-
ary 25, India and Pa-
kistan said that they
have agreed to strictly
observe all agree-
ments on ceasefire
along the LoC.
India and Pakistan
signed a ceasefire
agreement in 2003,
but it has hardly been
followed in letter and
spirit over the past
several years with
more violations than
observance of the
pact. The restoration
of the ceasefire agree-
ment of 2003 on the
LoC was not an excep-
tion. Soon it was fol-
lowed by reports, in-
sinuating that the two
sides were engaged in
a secret diplomacy in
some shady haunt of
the Arabian deserts
(the so-called talks re-
portedly being held in
the UAE). No official
statement was issued
about the status of

talks but ties remain
frozen. Weeks later in
March, Army chief
Gen Qamar Javed
Bajwa said that it was
time for India and Pa-
kistan to “bury the past
and move forward”.
In his address to first-

ever Islamabad Secu-
rity Dialogue, partici-
pated by ‘Who's Who'
of Pakistan's security
establishment, Gen
Bajwa said that “stable
Indo-Pak relation is a
key to unlock the un-
tapped potential of

South and Central
Asia by ensuring con-
nectivity between East
and West Asia” but
also mentioned that
Kashmir was the main
stumbling block in
normalisation of bilat-
eral ties.
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More Omicron Cases Detected
Bhubaneswar: Two
minor girls, returned
from Nigeria, have
tested Omicron posi-
tive, taking the total

number of Omicron
cases in the State to
4.
The minor girls (sib-
lings) of one family
have tested Omicron
positive following
genome sequencing
conducted by Insti-
tute of Life Sciences
(ILS), Bhubaneswar.
One is 11 years old
while another is 15
years, said State Di-
rector Public Health,
Niranjan Mishra told
reporters here Thurs-
day.
Earlier on December
21, the state had re-

ported its first two
Omicron cases
among returnees
from Nigeria and
Qatar. The patients,

aged 43 and 41, hail
from Khurda and
Jagatsinghpur dis-
tricts.
The two girls along
with their parents
had returned from
Nigeria on Decem-
ber 13, and were in
isolation as per the
norms, he said, add-
ing, “They are as-
ymptomatic, under-
going treatment in a
hospital in
Bhubaneswar and
their health condition
is stable.”
However, parents of
the siblings have

tested negative. Con-
tact tracing of the
new cases has been
done, informed
Mishra.

Earlier, two Omicron
cases have been de-
tected in Odisha.
While one person re-
turned from Nigeria,
another returned
from Qatar.
Director health ser-
vice Bijay
Mohapatra said that
the State government
has expedited sur-
veillance and in-
creased testing to
70,000 per day. All
the district adminis-
trations have been
directed to ramp up
testing and vaccina-
tion dive, he stated.

Bhubaneswar Mu-
nicipal Corporation
(BMC) Commis-
sioner SK Singh said
that at least six micro-

containment zones
have been declared in
the state capital, and
Christmas and New
Year celebrations will
be allowed with ad-
herence to Covid-19
guidelines.
Meanwhile, Odisha
recorded 155 new
Covid cases from 17
districts and one death
in the last 24 hours
taking the active cases
to 1784 and death toll
to 8448.avoid move-
ment during night es-
pecially through two
wheelers/ open ve-
hicles.

Naveen Patnaik cautions public on Omi-
cron threat, districts to step up jab drive
BHUBANESWAR:
A day after two Omi-
cron cases were de-
tected in Odisha,
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Wednesday appealed
to the people of the
State to strictly fol-
low Covid appropri-
ate behaviour and

avoid crowds.
Speaking at an event
organised here for
launching distribu-
tion of special liveli-
hood assistance of Rs
960 crore to 96 lakh
beneficiaries covered
under Biju Swasthya
Kalyan Yojana
(BSKY), the Chief
Minister cautioned
people about the su-
per mutant Covid
variant.
“We have to stay alert
as the new variant is
spreading very fast”,
Naveen said and
urged the people to
wear masks, practice
regular hand wash-
ing, maintain per-

health workers for
taking the jab on the
dates assigned to
them.
According to govern-
ment reports, 88.2 per
cent of the 18 and
above age group is
vaccinated with the
first dose while
around 66 percent of

them took their sec-
ond dose. Around
99.8 per cent of the
healthcare and front-
line workers were
vaccinated.
It was decided to en-
hance daily testing to
70,000 and accord-
ingly, the district tar-
gets were fixed.  The
Chief Secretary di-
rected the CDMOs to
keep stock of neces-
sary medicines, oxy-
gen cylinders, beds,
ICUs and ventilators
ready in all govern-
ment hospitals. The
oxygen plants must
be kept in good run-
ning condition.
The Health and Fam-

sonal distance and
avoid unnecessary
exposure to crowds.
On the day, Chief
Secretary Suresh
Mahapatra reviewed
the situation and
asked district admin-
istrations to stay pre-
pared for combating
possible spread of the

new Omicron variant.
He asked all collec-
tors, SPs, and
CDMOs to be ex-
tremely vigilant, and
intensify testing, vac-
cination, and enforce-
ment.
M a h a p a t r a
emphasised that all
people above 18
years of age need to
be vaccinated. The
authorities were
asked to prepare vil-
lage-wise vaccination
charts and inform the
villagers in advance
through panchayat
functionaries, ward
m e m b e r s ,
Anganwadi workers,
ASHA karmis and

ily Welfare depart-
ment was asked to
give advance intima-
tion to the private
hospitals to remain in
readiness for dealing
with the situation.
Collectors and SPs
were asked to enforce
the Covid norms and
ensure that the proto-

cols are strictly fol-
lowed in social gath-
erings, marketplaces,
industrial centers and
other public places.
Covid testing teams
should be formed to
undertake random
testing at public
places, the Chief Sec-
retary said. All pri-
mary health centres
were asked to have a
rapid antigen test fa-
cility along with the
provision for RT-
PCR test sample col-
lection so that people
can take regular test
as and when neces-
sary.

Odisha BJP seeks Centre interven-
tion in paddy purchase irregularities
BHUBANESWAR:
Taking the battle
against the BJD gov-
ernment over al-
leged mismanage-
ment in paddy pro-
curement in Odisha
to the Centre, the
BJP on Wednesday
sought the interven-
tion of Union Food
and Public Distribu-
tion Minister Piyush
Goyal on the issue.
A delegation of BJP
MPs led by Union
M i n i s t e r
D h a r m e n d r a
Pradhan met Goyal
and submitted a
memorandum to the
latter alleging gross
irregularities in
Kharif paddy pro-
curement in the
State. The delega-
tion comprising
Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw,
BJP MPs and the
party’s Krushak
Morcha president
Pradip Purohit ap-

prised Goyal on how
the decentralised
procurement system
is benefiting the rice
millers rather than
farmers.
While the number of
mandis operating in
the State is inad-
equate to handle the
high volume of
paddy being brought
to the markets for
sale under minimum
support price, the
window open for de-
livery of paddy
through the online
token system is too
small. The tokens
often get lapsed due
to delay in procure-
ment and the State
government is reluc-
tant to issue fresh
tokens.
Referring to the fact-
finding team of the
Central government
that toured Odisha
from March 23 to 25
following com-
plaints from the

State BJP MPs on
alleged mismanage-
ment in procure-
ment, the memoran-
dum said the team
detected serious
lapses and irregu-
larities in the
decentralised pur-
chase of paddy in
Odisha during the
current Kharif mar-
keting season.
The window for
paddy procurement
operation was
opened only for 40
to 43 days instead of
available 151 days.
The team found that
a substantial number
of allotted tokens
had lapsed. Simi-
larly, the quality
control process was
almost non-existent
and the inspector,
appointed on con-
tract, generally filled
up the parameters as
per whims and fan-
cies without actual
analysis. The entire

procurement process
was found to be
miller-driven.
The BJP MPs said
the State govern-
ment has allowed
millers to perform
all mandi operations
such as the supply of
used gunny bags,
transportation of
paddy, loading and
other labour works.
This is against the
guidelines of the
Centre, the team ob-
served.  The distri-
bution of paddy
among millers was
not found to be
transparent as it was
at the discretion of
the PACS secretary.
The delegation
urged Goyal to di-
rect the State gov-
ernment to remove
the shortcomings
pointed out by the
Central team and en-
sure all paddy stock
of the farmers is pur-
chased.
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Omicron will not cause economic de-
railment: Ameya Prabhu
Continued from  page-1
is that everything is traceable.”
On cryptocurrency, he said whenever a new
form of payment is brought in there is always
resistance from incumbents. But regulations
need to be brought in to prevent their misuse
in crime or terrorism. “Cryptos are here to stay.
The problem is not cryptos, but their misuse.”
On being asked which sectors of the Indian
economy will be leading the surge, he said
anything related to consumers will fuel
growth. There is a lot of space for new brands.
He said digital platforms for service and de-
livery will be extremely critical irrespective
of the line of the business and infrastructure
push by the government.
He underlined the importance of setting up a
good team in a business and said a good sec-
tor with a bad team will always fail but a good
team in a bad sector might succeed.
“Honesty, integrity, quality, depth of the team,
the ability of the team to de-risk their prod-
uct, not only have an IQ but also EQ are very
important,” he said and added that businesses
must have softer aspects of dealing with ESG
(environment, social and corporate gover-
nance) with a 360-degree approach which he
said is the core philosophy of his own com-
pany.
“Building sustainability-focused business is an
opportunity. Key concerns will be how to build
reducing our carbon footprint, how to build
with ESG focus, how to build protecting tribal
and indigenous resources and protecting wild-
life and without drawing too much water.
Businesses in India will do well. Key is the
process management and having the ability to
de-risk situations in the country,” he said.
Prabhu, who is designated Young Global
Leader 2021 by the World Economic Forum,
says, “Most businesses fail. An entrepreneur
has to face many challenges and failures. He
must have the ability to deal with situations
when he may not only face uncertainties but
also situations when he is not able to pay sala-
ries.”
Asked if Indian investors are ready to value a
future business model, he said the valuation
matrix of a company cannot be the same when
the company starts and when it is in a steady
state of growth.
In the case of tech companies where valua-
tions are high, he said making a profit is a
problem. “Tech companies have to mature.
The fact that these companies are listed is
good. Markets will bring discipline, greater
disclosure.”
He however said that Indian startups are ma-
turing, they are coming of age. There will be
some successes and there will be some fail-
ures. “For a listed company, a retail investor
is God and should be treated like that,” he said.
His company, NAFA Capital, together with
IDF Eurasia will start a US $100 million dis-
tressed assets fund. The collaboration will fo-
cus on distressed retail loans (credit card,
mortgage, home, car loans receivables).
Prabhu, who started his career as a writer and
gradually got into financial services, said the
lockdown gave him the time to write his book,
‘The Rock Babas and Other Stories’. The
book, he said, is a call for hope. It is about the
need to realise that instead of fighting wars,
finding differences against one another, prov-
ing one-upmanship over each other, we should
identify things that unite us. The book has a
positive message to unite to work together and
make this planet a better place.

OBC Priority in Panchayat Poll
Continued from  page-1
ing candidates for the rural polls.”
BJD supremo and Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik had earlier made it clear that the party
would give priority to OBC candidates, even
though there will be no no or less reservation
for them.
Citing two recent Supreme Court orders is-
sued on December 6 and 17, the Orissa High
Court said, “There can be no reservation yet
provided for BCCs (backward class citizens)
in the post of sarpanches in Odisha in the elec-
tions to be held. It is inevitable, therefore, for
the government of Odisha to re-work the draft
notification for holding of elections to the
panchayats, panchayat samitis and Zilla
Parishads in 2022.”
The Supreme Court, in its order dated Decem-
ber 6 this year, had said without setting up the
commission and collating contemporaneous
empirical data to ascertain the extent of reser-
vation required to be provided local body-
wise, it is not open for the State Election Com-
mission to provide reservation for OBC cat-
egory despite the statutory provision in that
regard.
Keeping the above SC order in backdrop, the
Orissa HC has said that Odisha had formed
an OBC commission (in February 2020).
However, the panel is yet to make recommen-
dations on the reservations for OBCs after
collecting data.
The State will now notify fresh reservation list
for the Panchayat polls by January 7 and go
for a poll, accordingly.

IndiGo to sign codeshare agreement with Air France-KLM
Air France-KLM and
IndiGo on Thursday
announced that they
have entered into a
codeshare agreement

that allows each air-
line to sell seats on
the other's flights.
With this new part-
nership, Air France
and KLM will offer
their customers ac-
cess to 25 new Indian
destinations, a joint
statement mentioned.
This means that once
the codeshare agree-
ment comes into

force, Air France-
KLM group will be
able to sell seats, on
its distribution sys-
tem, of IndiGo flights

on 25 domestic
routes.
Similarly, IndiGo
will also be able to
sell seats on the Eu-
ropean airline group's
flights on more than
250 routes, the joint
statement noted.
In a codeshare agree-
ment, each airline on
its distribution sys-
tem can sell seats of

other's flights.
From their hubs in
Paris and
Amsterdam, Air
France and KLM op-

erate flights to four
Indian cities - Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai
and Bengaluru.
"Subject to govern-
ment approval, this
c o o p e r a t i o n
(codeshare) will start
in February 2022,"
the statement men-
tioned. IndiGo also
has codeshare agree-
ments with Turkish

Airlines, Qatar Air-
ways and American
Airlines.
Scheduled interna-
tional passenger

flights have been sus-
pended in India since
March 23 last year.
However, limited
passenger flights
have been operating
between India and
approximately 32
countries, including
France and the Neth-
erlands, under 'air
bubble' arrange-
ments.

SOS call answered, now telecom sector to ring in 5G in 2022
NEW DELHI: A rare
bonhomie among
three private telecom
companies in raising
tariffs coming on the
back of a bailout
package by the gov-
ernment may have
helped the telecom
sector avert a crisis
but the challenges
haven't ceased to ex-
ist as the industry
faces a cash-guzzling
task of rolling out 5G
networks in the com-
ing months.
The sector that pro-
vides direct and indi-
rect employment to
millions is projected
to see Rs 1.3 lakh
crore to Rs 2.3 lakh
crore of investments
in the coming years in
creating robust infra-
structure and build-
ing telecom and net-
work products that
have been
incentivised by the
government through
PLI and other initia-
tives.
After years of cut-
throat competition
and the apex court
ruling on payment of
past statutory dues
left some players in
the lurch, billionaire
Sunil Mittal's Bharti
Airtel and struggling
Vodafone Idea almost
in tandem raised tar-
iffs, taking the plunge
they had long been
talking about.
Shortly thereafter,
richest Indian
Mukesh Ambani's
Reliance Jio too fol-
lowed suit.
The tariff hike along-
side the government's
relief package that
included a four-year
break on payment of
dues lifted the
industry's spirits and
ignited hopes of fuel-

ing investment in
new-age technology
that a nation aspiring
to become a USD 5
trillion economy de-
serves.
With the government
promising more re-
forms, the industry is
entering the new year
on a buoyant note,
keen to see a positive
outcome on 5G spec-
trum pricing at the

mega auction that is
just months away.
The buzzing pace of
developments in
2021 -- from bureau-
crat-turned-politician
Ashwini Vaishnaw
being named the new
Minister for Commu-
nications and IT to
the unveiling of
blockbuster relief
package in record
time to prepaid tariff
hikes to key mile-
stones in 5G trials --
kept the sector in
news.
A website for giving
clearance to trusted
and secure products
that telcos can install
in their network, over
Rs 12,000-crore pro-
duction linked incen-
tives push for telecom
sector, improving

ARPU prospects for
players, and unveil-
ing of JioPhone Next
smartphone with easy
EMI options kept up
the tempo in the mar-
ket.
"Investments in key
components of 5G
network, that is, spec-
trum, OFC (Optical
Fibre Cable) deploy-
ment and building
towers as pan-India

coverage is estimated
to be about Rs 1.3-2.3
lakh crore," S P
Kochhar, Director
General of industry
body Cellular Opera-
tors' Association of
India (COAI), said.
The mega relief pack-
age has offered
sweeteners like a
four-year break for
companies from pay-
ing statutory dues re-
lated to AGR (Ad-
justed Gross Rev-
enue) and spectrum,
permission to share
scarce airwaves,
change in the defini-
tion of revenue on
which levies are paid,
and allowing 100 per
cent foreign invest-
ment through the au-
tomatic route.
The big bang reforms

offered breather to all
players but, more im-
portantly, gave
Vodafone Idea a shot
at survival.
The possibility of
market shrinking to
two private players
had once appeared
imminent but the
September announce-
ments brought in the
much-needed cheer.
Both Vodafone Idea

and Airtel have de-
cided to avail the
four-year moratorium
being offered by the
government under
the telecom package
while cash-rich Reli-
ance Jio has declined
the payment morato-
rium offer.
The relief measures,
it is expected, will
enable the industry to
redirect cash flows
towards building fu-
turistic networks --
5G and beyond.
The telecom regula-
tor is working out
spectrum pricing and
norms for new fre-
quencies such as 526-
698 MHz and
millimetre band, that
is 24.25 - 28.5 GHz,
as also bands such as
700 MHz, 800 MHz,

900 MHz, 1800
MHz, 2100 MHz,
2300 MHz, 2500
MHz, 3300-3670
MHz.
The last round of auc-
tions, in March, had
attracted bids of over
Rs 77,800 crore for
855.6 MHz of spec-
trum but 63 per cent
of total radiowaves
on offer remained un-
sold.

Players have long
been voicing con-
cerns over high spec-
trum pricing and all
eyes are now on the
regulator to see if the
spectrum valuation
methodology is
rehauled, and pricing
made attractive.
The sector is ex-
pected to see satellite-
based broadband ser-
vices with OneWeb
and Elon Musk-led
Starlink already in the
fray to start their ser-
vice in 2022.
"Roll out of
Spacecom Policy
would bring in sig-
nificant opportunities
for the Space Com-
munication segment,
especially the Space-
based broadband,
wherein LEO (Low
Earth Orbit) satellites
with low latency
would help address

connectivity chal-
lenges of far-flung
areas and rural India,"
A K Bhatt, Director
General of Indian
Space Association
(ISpA), said.
The fight for spec-
trum has already en-
tered a fresh round,
from infighting
among telecom op-
erators to the one be-
tween terrestrial and
satellite-based ser-
vice providers.
The biggest opportu-
nity for the entire
telecom ecosystem is
5G, Ericsson India
head Nitin Bansal
said, adding "if spec-
trum gets allocated at
the right time and
with affordable pric-
ing, we can expect
commercial rollout in
the second half of
2022."
With 5G promise
ready to unfold and
given headroom for
growth in the world's
largest data market
even amid pandemic,
telcos have already
started building their
warchest.
Jio Platforms --
which houses India's
youngest but largest
telecom firm Jio and
apps -- had raised a
staggering Rs
1,52,056 crore from
marquee investors
earlier and seems all
set to tap into new
opportunities.
Airtel, whose Rs
21,000 crore rights
issue in October was
oversubscribed, plans
to use the proceeds to
strengthen its balance
sheet, build its arse-
nal, and gear up for
5G.
Vodafone Idea's
fundraising plans are
significantly delayed
but the company ex-
pects to conclude it
this fiscal.

"The next year will
see a convergence of
industries with
telecom taking centre
stage for multiple
sectors to leverage.
Collaborations are
expected to be the
key strategy to drive
revenues from enter-
prises and commer-
cial sector," Peeyush
Vaish, Partner and
Telecom Leader at
Deloitte India, said.
The Indian telecom

market is poised for a
slew of innovations
in 2022, according to
Prashant Singhal,
Emerging Markets,
Technology, Media,
Telecom (TMT)
Leader at EY.
The year 2022, he
said, will be a "defin-
ing year" and the sec-
tor will get back to
the "golden period of
accelerated growth".



THE KALINGA CHRONICLESportS  8
Popular people’s Daily of Odisha

BHUBANESWAR, FRIDAY, 24  DECEMBER, 2021

www.thekalingachronicle.com

Printed, Published & Owned by Arabinda Mekap & Printed at Mayur Offset Printers, D-1/11, Sec-A, Zone –D, Mancheswar Industrial Estate, Bhubaneswar-751010, Dist.- Khordha & Published at N-4, F/24, IRC Village, Nayapalli,
Bhubaneswar, Dist.- Khordha, Pin 751015, Phone: (0674) 2550751/2555116, Fax No. : 0674-2550504, E-mail: kalingachronicle@gmail.com , editorpbkc@gmail.com Editor: Dr. Pabitra Mohan Samantray

Paryabekhyak Odisha & Kalinga Chronicle TV

1. Visual Editor
2 to 5 years experience (Premier and
FCP)

2. Word Press
Developer-cum-Social Media Man-
ager
2 to 5 years experience in Managing
Odia and English News Website, You
tube and Social Media Platform

3.  Business Development Manager
(Sales & Marketing)
3 to 5 years experience

4. Bulletin Producer
3 to 5 years experience

5. News Reader/ Content writer/
Anchor

6. Reporters at Panchyat/City (NAC
& Muncipality) / Block/ Tahasil /
Sub-Division/ District Level)
2 to 3 years experience in field Re-
porting
Diploma/Degree in Digital and
Broadcast Journalism Prefered

Mail your resume on
Paryabekhyak Odisha@gmail.com
Kalinga Chronicle TV@gmail.com

Whatsapp on: 9437588705
Visit at :www.paryabekhyakodisha.in
                www.kalingachronicletv.in

1. DTP Operator & Layout designer

(English and Odiya)

2-5 years experience in Photoshop and

Coreldraw

2. Accountant

B. Com.  with knowledge in latest Tally

version

3. Advertisement Executive

2-5 years experience in Sale,

Advertisement and Space Marketing

4. Reporters in Block, Sub-division &

District level

Minimum Graduate with 2-5 years

experiences in fieled reporting

(Diploma/Degree in Journalism

preferred)

Send your bio-data within 15 days on email id:

paryabekhyak@gmail.com

kalingachronicle@gmail.com

Paryabekhyak and The Kalinga Chronicle Group need

APPOINTMENT

Blasters go third after outplaying Chennaiyin
KOCHI:  Kerala
Blasters have a spring
in their step these
days as their 3-0 win
against Chennaiyin

FC at the Tilak
Maidan in Vasco on
Wednesday helped
them jump to the
third spot in the table

and continue their
impressive form.
Goals from Jorge
Pereyra Diaz (9),
Sahal Abdul Samad

(38) and Adrian Luna
(79) powered them to
their second succes-
sive win in the
league, building

some momentum.
The Ivan
V u k o m a n o v i c
coached side are also
unbeaten in six

matches now.
Chennaiyin mean-
while has slipped to
sixth in the table as
they were thoroughly

outplayed in the clash
between the southern
rivals despite a spir-
ited showing in the
second half. Blasters
got off the blocks
quickly as the
Chennaiyin defence
was caught napping
in the ninth minute.
L a l t h a t h a n g a
Khawlhring saw the
well-timed run of
Diaz and chipped the
ball over the defence.
The Argentine player
kept his calm and
smartly finished past
Vishal Kaith to break
the deadlock.
Blasters kept attack-
ing as Chennaiyin
tried to sit back and
defend, but

Vukomanovic’s side
kept them under pres-
sure and the second
goal arrived at a mis-
take from Kaith. The
Chennaiyin keeper
ended up clearing the
ball straight to a
Blasters player who
went onto break
quickly. Sahal was
fed inside the box and
even though the
midfielder’s first at-
tempt was kept out,
he made no mistake
with the rebound to
score his third goal of
the season. Despite
the pressure put on
their defence in the
second half, Blasters
went on to extend
their lead in the 79th
minute, taking the
game away from
Chennaiyin.

We have stranglehold over India at home, don't
see that changing: Ex-Proteas pacer Ntini
JOHANNESBURG: Former pacer Makhaya
Ntini doesn't see India winning their maiden Test
series in South Africa while the great Allan
Donald feels the Proteas' inexperienced batting
will be tested by Jasprit Bumrah and Co.
The first Test begins in Centurion from Decem-
ber 26.
India are primed for their maiden success in
South Africa, having lost 1-2 in 2018 when the
hosts boasted the likes of now-retired AB de
Villiers, Faf du Plessis, Hashim Amla, Vernon
Philander and Dale Steyn.
"India have a very good bowling attack this time

around, but the Proteas know the South African
conditions better. This for me will be key," Ntini,
who featured in the 2001 and 2006-07 home
series' against India, said in a CSA release.
"We have to back ourselves because we have
that home advantage. Our players know the
wickets very well and that will give us the edge."
Donald, on the other hand, says whichever team
bats better will win the series.
He was a central figure in the 1992-93 series
against India and also the 1996-97 series win
on home soil.
"Both teams line up really well, both have strong
bowling line-ups and that will mean the batting
on both sides will be tested," said Donald.
"Our batting has lost some key players in the
last couple of seasons. There's no hiding from
the fact that it's a young line-up and they will be
tested by the Indian attack. For me that is where
the series will be decided. In the last few sea-
sons, we haven't scored enough runs and that
will be the challenge. If we can put the runs on
the board, we undoubtedly have the bowlers who
can take 20 wickets," he said.
Donald played 72 Tests for South Africa taking
330 wickets. He said that India have worked
really hard for success on overseas tours.
"“(Virat) Kohli's comments a few years ago were
that you'll never be classed as a great side if you
don't win away from home and that has been
something he really worked towards. You saw
them win in Australia and also reach the WTC
(World Test Championship) Final. “This is a
quality Indian team that is here. I'm looking for-
ward to it," he said.
” Nitni, who took 390 wickets in 101 Tests, has
a different take on the two teams.
"There's nothing better than playing at home in
familiar surroundings, especially against a very
good India team," he stated.
"We have the likes of (captain) Dean Elgar and
Temba Bavuma, who have the ability to dig in
and score big runs and I also like the way that
Rassie (van der Dussen) has come in and grown
in that team. Then we also have a guy like
Quinny (de Kock), who we know will not hold
back. He will play his natural game. In a nut-
shell, he feels South Africa will maintain their
winning streak at home," he said.
"Then when it comes to our bowling attack, we
have a settled unit and one that can definitely
put India under pressure. We still have that
stranglehold over them because they've never
won here and I don't think that will change. It
will mean a lot if we can win, but I'm hoping to
see some good cricket," he added.

Jennifer Brady joins growing list of absentees for Australian Open
MELBOURNE: Jennifer Brady
has become the latest withdrawal
from next month’s Australian
Open and two warm-up tourna-
ments because of injury.
Australian Open officials on Sun-
day confirmed the 2021 finalist
would miss the tournament due
to a left foot injury, and said in a
tweet: “wishing you a speedy re-
covery Jen.” Brady, ranked 25,
made her maiden grand slam fi-
nal at last year's event at

Melbourne Park, losing in straight
sets to Naomi Osaka. The 26-year-
old American has not played com-
petitively since being forced to re-
tire from her second-round match
against Jelena Ostapenko at Cin-
cinnati in August. Brady's with-
drawal follows that of the world
fourth-ranked player, Karolina
Pliskova, who announced Thursday
that she would not be coming to
Australia due to a right-hand injury
sustained during a practice session.

Suspended national dope testing lab has got back
WADA recognition: Sports Minister Anurag Thakur
NEW DELHI: Sports
Minister Anurag
Thakur on Thursday
said that the World
Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) has restored
the accreditation of the

National Dope Testing
Laboratory (NDTL),
which was suspended
in 2019 because of its
failure to comply with
global standards.
The NDTL is based in
the national capital
and can resume testing
with immediate effect.
"National Dope Test-
ing Laboratory
(NDTL) regains the
World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) ac-
creditation," Thakur
posted on his official
Twitter page.
"Restoration of ac-
creditation is a boost
to India's efforts to
achieve the highest
global standards of ex-
cellence in sport. This
is the result of untiring
efforts by GOI (Gov-
ernment of India)," he
added.
India is currently third
in the WADA's global
list of dope violators
led by Russia.
"Last week in Parlia-
ment, we introduced
'The National Anti-
Doping Bill 2021',
which is another step
in India's quest to be-
come a sporting pow-
erhouse," Thakur said
referring to the legis-
lation which give the
National Anti-Doping
A g e n c y
(NADA)powers to
conduct raids to nab
dope offenders.
The suspension of the
NDTL had prohibited
it from carrying out
any anti-doping activi-
ties, including all
analysis of urine and
blood samples.
"NDTL has made

rapid strides, and now
its facilities are fully
geared to be at par
with the peer-WADA
accredited labs across
the globe," read a
statement from the

sports ministry.
"In its continuous ef-
forts to excel, NDTL
has been collaborating
with the National In-
stitute of Pharmaceu-
tical Education and
Research (NIPER)
Guwahati and the
CSIR-IIIM Jammu for
research in Anti-Dop-
ing Science. NDTL
has also been collabo-
rating with other
WADA accredited
laboratories for
strengthening its re-
search activities and
anti-doping efforts," it
added.
The WADA first sus-
pended NDTL in Au-
gust 2019 for a period
of six months and ex-
tended the de-recogni-
tion period after its in-
spections showed that
non-conformities still
existed.
The laboratory's non-
conformities pertained
to the International
Standard for Laborato-
ries (ISL) identified
during a WADA site
visit, including the
isotope ratio mass
spectrometry — the
analytical technique of
choice for confirma-
tion of prohibited sub-
stances.
During the suspension
period, urine samples
collected by NADA
were being sent prima-
rily to the WADA-ac-
credited lab in Doha.
The process had made
the anti-doping
programme very ex-
pensive for the coun-
try because of the sig-
nificant cost involved
in sending samples

abroad.
The COVID-19 pan-
demic also contributed
in slowing down the
anti-doping activities
in India with NADA
admitting to have col-

lected a lesser volume
of samples.
After outstanding non-
conformities were not
addressed to WADA's
satisfaction, its Labo-
ratory Expert Group
(LabEG) recom-
mended the initiation
of further disciplinary
proceedings against
NDTL in January this
year.
The disciplinary com-
mittee that was man-
dated to make a rec-
ommendation to the
WADA chair then
asked for an extension
in suspension.
Because of the suspen-
sion, NDTL could not
carry out any testing
before Tokyo Olym-
pics in this year.
"Sending of samples
for analysis to Qatar
lab involves cost and
also delays the result
management process,"
lawyer Parth
Goswami, who regu-
larly handles doping
related cases, had said
in an interview to PTI
earlier this year.
The ministry said it is
keen to establish and
recognise more Dope
Testing Laboratories
in the country.
"Such laboratories
will strengthen the ca-
pability for testing a
greater number of
samples, considering
the sizable population
and growing number
of sportspersons in the
country. These will
also facilitate India to
host mega sports
events in the country,"
he said.




