Odisha Cutt

3. Music
Remember Sona Mohapatra's Cokedto

track Rangabati® remake of one of the most
popular songs the state has ever produced!

Odisha is predominantly a land of tribes andilong with the must-have wit and humo@r

An appeal for hara-Kkiri
Dwit David Philip

It's not foeticide,

Killing the babby in womb

before birth

Many embryos are matured

Have lost the right to take

birth,

Oh Supreme Court your honour

Give us the right to "hara-kiri" though it's no

Japan.

Books, movies, music, writing,

Are being killed in the womb before birth.

Pictures of Buddha, Christ, Muhammad,

Gandhi,

Weeping in the wombs of millions,

Garlanded on the walls, _

Doesn't feel good, if they born again and wall

Police, judges, professorsfiofals,

Suggesting us with good heart, .

1b—'h$1 time is not right, to give ideologies freg
irth.

Stop it, be practical,

They are ready to give flowers on your pic

tures in the holy walls.

Traveler Chaibasha. Jharkhand, India

re 10 things that you must know

nated in MayurbhanjTwo groups of dancers a smile on an Odia's face. Culture and traditiorated to the worship of earth Goddess. Swings
armed with swords and shields, alternativelgtand as strengthened pillars of any Odiare played on and pithas (special rice cake deli-
attack and defend themselves with vigorousousehold's upbringingVith humble and open cacies) are exchanged.

movements and elegant stances all to a ba@ms, the state welcomes any guest as its ovadlisha culture, culture of odisha

ground music noted for its rhythmic complexiHumane, kind and helping - you may not spedgkource

ties and vigorous percussion. the same language but you are sure to feel dhoti-Chita arts or the traditional white art
odisha culture, culture of odisha home. majorly practised in rural Odisha, are specially
Gotipua Source8. Cuisine created during this festival.

Gotipua refers to boy dancers who dress up ¥sur ultimate love, Odisha Rasogolla, Khiradisha culture, culture of odisha

girls. Always dancing in pairs, boys aged frorMohana has been served as bhog in tf8®ource

6 to 14 are usually students of akhadas or gy@agannatifemple, in Puri Durga Puja

nasia set in the periphery of the Puri templénd to address the mystery of the general pdfthere is any place after Kolkata that is a must-
Enthralling acrobatic moves complement thbellies, Odias love rice. It is the staple aroundsit during Duga Puja, it is Cuttack. Richly
singing which is done by the boys themselvefiere. Compared to cuisines of other states, Odiacorated idols are installed in pandals, bring-
Pala cuisine uses less oil and spice but packs iniray about a uniform spirit of holiness in the state.
A unique form of balladryit combines Odissi bountiful dash of flavour Both Navratri and/ijaydashmi are celebrated
music, elements of theatre and Sanskrit poetry with huge pomp and show
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Quotation ot the Day
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each tribe has its distinct song and style o$inger accompanied by four to five-piece band Source

dance. Anyone delving into the vast pool of

elements that define Odisha's culture must defPuranic texts.

Maha Shivaratri
Considered as the night on which Lord Shiva

describes episodes from religious epics or other

nitely take into account the Odissi music whichodisha culture, culture of odisha Source

forms a whole branch of Indian classical mu-Dalkhai (Sambalpuri)

sic. Even before the development of Odia as Ask any Odia about Odisha's folk dances and
language, Odissi songs had been written. NdSambalpuri' might be the first thing you will
table Odia poet Jayadeva was the first to haveear There are many other forms of Sambalpuri
composed lyrics to be sung and this gave shagance but Dalkhai is the most famous one. It
to Odissi musicVery different from the ragas originated in the tribes of Sambalpur and is con-
of Hindustani and Carnatic music, Odissi ragatinued to be performed especially in festivals

performed hisTandava dance, it is celebrated
by observing fast and visiting Shiva temples.
Married women pray for the well-being of their
spouses and unmarried women pray for an ideal
husband.

People across Odisha celebrate Shivaratri with
gusto.Apart from these traditional festivals,
Odisha has highlighted its culture by bringing

are sung in druta tala (fast beai®)e classical
dance of Odissi is performed with this form of
music.
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4. Dance

Originally performed by Devadasis, Odissi

into focus various fest§Vhile the Dhauli Fes-
odisha culture, culture of odisheaditional odisha culture, culture of odisha tival, Kalinga Mahotsav and Rajarani Festivals
Sambalpuri Dance (Source) Source focus on music and dance, the Beach Festivals
Men join young women dancers clad imA typical Odia meal consists of rice, dal/dalmaf Chandipur in Puri showcase handloom, cul-
Sambalpuri saris, as drummers/musicians afakind of dal cooked with nutritious vegetables}ural talent and food exhibitions.

together they narrate the love story of Radhavegetable dish or two, something fried and E0. Clothing

like Dussehra.

bears the closest resemblance to temple cuknd Krishna or episodes from Ramayana arfidh/meat curryTraditional dishes like PakhalaEven though modernity has manifested its roots

ture than any other existing form of dance. lMahabharata.

(watersoaked rice), Chhena Poda (a roastetkeper than evea tradition in the form of out-
6. Language cheese dessert) and Marfsakari (meat curry fits still has a special place in native hearts.
The Oficial language spoken by the majoritycooked with potatoes) are loved all over the stat#omen adorn themselves with saris mqshg

of the population is Odid he language of the irrespective of innumerable dialects, unitindgamous ones being - Kataki, Bomkai and
state belongs to the Indo-Aryan family that igatives together SambalpuriThe Sambalpuri Ikat saris are the
closely related to Bengali atssameseThe 9. Festivals most sought-after buys made by tourists. Even
Adivasis of the state still speak few tribal lanMajor Odia festivals that bring together peopléhough its tie and dye process is borrowed from
guages that belong to the Dravidian and Mundeom all backgrounds together are: Indonesia, the designing is indigenous and origi-
language families. RathaYatra nal with weaving practices and techniques un-
7. People of Odisha The annual chariot festival held at Puri, whiclparalleled in other parts of India.

With 95% of the populace following Hinduismis flocked by millions of devotees. It involves

and over 62 tribal communities residing on thi#ansporting idols of deities namglagannath,

same soil, people of Odisha live in harmony witBalabadhra and Subhadra on a grand chariot

mutual respect for minoritiehe cultural di- from the Puri temple to the Gundicha temple

versity of Odisha is admirable. It is said that therho stay there for a period of nine days.

state stands as a coastal corridor between tisha culture, culture of odisha

northern and southern parts of the courilsy Source

such, it marked the assimilation of cultures d?rathamashtami

bothAryans and Dravidians in the days of yoreCelebrated to pray for a long life for the first-

Owing to this and being mostly rural, Odias are

a religious bunch but definitely not communal.

Odisha is also a state with one of the lowest

crime rates.

Tribals of Odisha

Finding joy in the simple pleasures of life, its
people are down-to-earth with minimal needs.
The state may be slow in terms of development
and poor in terms of economyut a bowl of
pakhala (watesoaked rice) is all it takes to put

traditionally depicts the divine love between

Lord Krishna and his consort Radha, drawing

inspirations from the lyrical compositions of

poet Jayadevahe dance basically involves a

mythical story symbolic costumes, abhinaya
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Hand-woven Sambalpuri Ikat Saree (Source)
Men traditionally sport the Dhoti-Kurta along
with the Gamucha (a thin, coarse cotton towel).
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Traditional Odia Couple (Source)

Odisha may be still catching up to the fast-paced
ways of urbanity and it may not even be on top
of your must-visit places, but one cannot deny
the charm that small towns always caifriie

(expressions), mudras (gestures) and is ex-
tremely graceful.
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Abhinaya in Odissi Dance (Source)

Other important dance forms include: Chhau
This is a form of tribal martial dance that origi-

borns, it is a major winter festivalhe sweet, sense of satisfaction that you will get while rel-
delectable delicacy Enduri Pitha is made espishing a plate of Bhaata -Dali-Bhaja (rice-dal-
cially for this occasion. fry) at a small eaterenjoying a free-wheeling
Rajo conversation with the friendliest locals, remains
A three-day festival celebrated in mid-June, thisnmatched.

is a significant occasion for girls as it is dedi- Concluded




