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100 Cr for Nilamadhab Temple
Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
on Wednesday approved the master plan for
the development of the Kantilo Neelmadhab
Peetha.
The project will cost Rs 100 crore and be com-

pleted within 18 months.
The approval came at a high-level meeting
chaired by the Chief Minister where detailed
deliberation was done on the master plan.
The Chief Minister sought the cooperation of
the local people and services for the success-
ful implementation of the project.
Notably, the Neelmadhab Peetha has a close
relationship with the Jagannath culture. It is
believed that the Neelmadhab Peetha was
worshiped by Lord Vishwabasu as a sapphire
in the Brahmadri Mountains.
Thousands of devotees come to the
Neelmadhab Peetha every day to witness this
manifestation of the Lord.
The majestic view of the river north of the
Brahmadri Mountains is breathtaking and one
of the major attractions for tourists.
The systematic development of this holy
shrine will also help in the economic devel-
opment of the local area as well as the devo-
tees and tourists.
On the instructions of Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik, the Chief Minister’s Secretary 5T VK
Pandian visited the Neelmadhav Peetha last
week and discussed the development plan with
the ministry and the local people and ordered
the preparation of a master plan.
The master plan focuses mainly on the resto-
ration of the temple, the sightseeing, the beau-
tification of the sand dunes, the improvement

of the surrounding roads, the shade of the trees,
the parking with the gardens, the protection
of the banks of the river and the beautifica-
tion of the riverside.
The east, west, north, south four gates will be

upgraded with the restoration of the steps lead-
ing to the temple. Steps will also be taken to
make it easier for the elderly and the disabled
to visit.
Khandalite stones will be laid around the
temple grounds and surrounding areas, and
temples and gardens will be developed.
Rasbihari Mandap, Raghunath Math and
Batamangala temples will also be developed
besides cloak rooms and laundry facilities.
Lift Lobby, Sky Bridge, etc. will be arranged
through the west gate of the temple while the
roads on the east and west sides will be paved
to allow easy access to the temple.
The east side road will be widened by 4 meters
and the west side road by 12 meters.
A 400-meter protective wall will be con-
structed to protect the temple from the flood-
waters of the river.
The project will require a total of two acres of
land and the district administration has been
directed to acquire land in accordance with
the Rehabilitation and Thirsthan Policy.
The project will be implemented through the
Department of Public Works. The Department
of Water Resources will build a protective wall
to prevent flooding.
Principal Secretary, Department of Public
Works, Bir Bikram Yada presented the project
at the meeting.

BBSA Extended till 2026
Bhubaneswar: The
State Government
has extended the
Bhima Bhoi
B h i n n a k s h y a m a
Samarthya Abhiyan
(BBSA) scheme till
the financial year
2025-26 for the wel-
fare of Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs).
The Social Security
and Empowerment of
Persons with Dis-
abilities (SSEPD)
Department has ex-
tended the scheme for
another five years
from 2021-22 to
2025-26.
SSEPD Additional
Secretary Madhumita
Nayak has informed
about the decision of
the Government to all
District Social Secu-
rity Officers (DSSOs)
on Wednesday.
However, this time,
the Government has
made Aadhaar man-
datory to get benefit
of the scheme.
“The identification of
PwD to be Aadhaar
linked. Any financial
assistance to be cred-
ited into the Aadhaar

linked Bank account
of the beneficiary

through DBT under
this scheme,” Nayak
said. The State Gov-
ernment had
launched the scheme
in the year 2016-17
for providing certifi-
cates, assistive de-
vices and scholarship
for the children of
persons with disabili-
ties (PwDs).
As per the scheme,
the Government will
organise Samarthya
Sibirs (camps) to dis-
tribute certificates
and assistive devices
to the PwDs. An
amount up to maxi-
mum of Rs 5 lakhs
per Sibir will be pro-

vided for purchase of
aids and appliances,

subject to actual re-
quirements.
Physically disabled
persons are facing
many constraints in
access to public ser-
vices in the absence
of certification. They
also lack access to
assistive devices and
appliances that help
them integrate with
mainstream society.
The scheme is ex-
pected to effectively
address these serious
concerns of PwDs.
The Government is
also providing schol-
arships to children of
PwDs pursuing
higher education.

Children below 14
years including those

in special schools will
be provided aids and
appliances from out
of OPEPA funds
meant for the pur-
pose. The BDO will
verify the list of ben-
eficiaries and co-or-
dinate with OPEPA
authorities for supply
of aids and appli-
ances.
The 2011 Census es-
timated the PwD
population in State at
12, 44,402 account-
ing to 2.96pc of the
total population of
the State which is
0.75pc higher than
the national average
(2.21pc).

Verbal Duel over Srimandir
Puri: Firebrand
Bhubaneswar MP
Aparajita Sarangi and
Puri Parliamentarian
Pinaki Mishra entered
into a verbal duel over
digging of huge pits
close to Shree
Jagannath Temple
here allegedly without
proper permission of
the Archeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI).
While Ms.Sarangi
claimed that the State
Government carried
out big construction
by digging 30 feet
deep pits in the re-
stricted zone without
permission of ASI,
Mr.Mishra countered
her saying that no
rules are violated in
the Heritage Corridor
Project.
Chief Secretary
Suresh Chandra
Mohapatra had earlier
claimed that the corri-
dor project is being
carried out with “coor-
dination” with the
ASI.
Gajapati Maharaja of
Puri Dibyasingha Deb
also clarified that there
is no threat to the 12th
century shrine due to
the corridor project.
Though the opposition
BJP maintained a dis-
tance from the corri-
dor row, Ms.Sarangi
on Wednesday
marched to the holy
city with BJP support-
ers despite the local
administration putting
restrictions on the
padayatra by a local
outfit.
Ms.Sarangi was
scheduled to partici-
pate in the pada Jatra,
which was not al-
lowed by the adminis-
tration on the ground
of law and order situ-
ation.
Ms.Sarangi, who on
Tuesday had an-
nounced that she
would visit Puri to
have ‘darshan’ of the
Trinity – Lord

Balabhadra, Devi
Subhadra and Lord
Jagannath, as a devo-
tee.
However, when
Ms.Sarangi reached
near Chandanpur, she
was intercepted by po-
lice which requested
her to either go alone
or with a few support-
ers for darshan of Lord
Jagannath.
Ms.Sarangi refusedthe

police request and pre-
ferred to go on a walk
to Puri following
which they were al-
lowed to use govern-
ment vehicles to reach
Puri town. They got
down at the Medical
Chhak of Puri and
started a pada Jatra for
1.5 kilometers to reach
the shrine.
Annoyed over the Dis-
trict Administration’s
restrictions on her visit
to Puri, BJP MP
wanted to know the
reason behind the
government’s fear if
there are no irregulari-
ties done. She raised
questions on the trans-
parency in implemen-
tation of the corridor
project.
“Which engineer or
structural expert gave
the idea to dig up to 30
feet close to the
temple for construc-
tion of a few toilets?
We need the ASI to
respond. Transparency
is missing. We are
only worried about the
temple’s safety,”
Ms.Sarangi told Me-
dia in front of the
Lion’s Gate.
On the denial of per-

mission to her visit,
Ms.Sarangi said: “Per-
mission is not required
for darshan of
Mahaprabhu Shree
Jagannath. If the
Odisha government is
on the right path, why
is it so afraid?”
Stating that she has
raised the issue in Lok
Sabha, Ms.Sarangi
said this is not a party
programme and work-

ers of all parties have
assembled on their
own.
She said even Puri MP
Pinaki Mishra is not
aware about the corri-
dor project and there-
fore, he told the Lok
Sabha that only three
toilets are being con-
structed in the prohib-
ited zone of the
temple. “When the
Puri MP has no clue
about the construction
work, how will the
common people of
Odisha know about it.
All the Odia have the
right and responsibil-
ity for the safety and
security of Srimandir
and the government is
answerable to them,”
pointed out
Ms.Sarangi.
The senior BJP leader
also put a question
mark on transparency
of the state govern-
ment.
Puri’s BJD MP Pinaki
Mishra took no time to
counter BJP MP and
accused her of doing
politics in the name of
Lord Jagannath. “Be-
ing a former bureau-
crat, how can she think
that the government

and all officers con-
cerned would do any-
thing without neces-
sary approval? Every-
thing has been done in
consonance with
rules, regulations and
the law,” Mr.Mishra
said.
Mr.Mishra also al-
leged that Sarangi has
been trying to create
her own space in the
party by making poli-

tics in the name of
Lord Jagannath. “No
one has succeeded by
dragging Lord
Jagannath into poli-
tics,” he said.
The Puri MP, who is
also a lawyer in the
Supreme Court, said:
“The Orissa High
Court has already con-
ducted two hearings in
the matter. Had there
been irregularities,
would it not have
given a stay order?”
On Ms.Sarangi’s re-
mark that he was un-
aware of the corridor
project, BJD MP
threw an open chal-
lenge to Bhubaneswar
MP to come for an
open debate on the is-
sue. Ms.Sarangi had
said: “I respect
Mr.Mishra as a senior
Parliamentarian”. The
Bhubaneswar MP also
denounced Gajapati
Maharaja’s clarifica-
tion that the temple is
safe. “I don’t want to
comment on Gajapati
Maharaj’s statements.
We support develop-
ment and beautifica-
tion, but we need to
know the ASI’s opin-
ion,” she said.

Spurt in violence in India part of larger BJP conspiracy, alleges Yechury
NEW DELHI: The general secretary of the
Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M)
Sitaram Yechury on Thursday alleged that
communal tactics are being employed by the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to divert
people's attention from the failure of the Cen-
tral government in multiple spheres includ-
ing combating rising prices and unemploy-
ment.
Referring to the spate of communal incidents
across states, he said that these incidents are
part of a larger conspiracy hatched by the Gov-

ernment to destroy the social fabric and con-
stitutional arrangement in India.
"The ruling party is inciting this violence and
hatred. There is a great conspiracy behind this;
conspiracy against humanity and the consti-
tution. Attempts are being made to destroy the
constitution. We haven't seen such barbarism
in the last 75 years since independence and
beyond. Eid and Ramnavmi were celebrated
together but this kind of violence, hatred and
bloodshed never existed before. It is being
executed in a planned manner, which has the
backing of the ruling party and the Govern-
ment," said Yechury.
EDITORIAL | Selective demolitions bring no
glory to the nation
He was speaking at a protest jointly organised
by the Left parties -- CPI (M), CPI, CPI (Marx-
ist–Leninist), Revolutionary Socialist Party
(RSP), All India Forward Bloc (AIFB) -- at
Jantar Mantar against the 'targeted' demolition

drive in Jahangirpuri by the North Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation (North DMC) after com-
munal clashes during the Hanuman Jyanti pro-
cession.
The Left parties alleged that the demolition
drive was part and parcel of the nefarious de-
sign to create communal tension in the area.
Hundreds of people participated in the pro-
test.
Communist Party of India (Marxist) leader
Brinda Karat and CPI-ML's politburo mem-
ber Kavita Krishnan were also present during

the protest.
Yechury said that this
(protest) is the begin-
ning. Left parties
would hold demon-
strations across the
country against divi-
sive fascist politics.
The CPI (M) leader
further stated that the
silence of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
despite the violation
of laws is surprising.

"PM doesn't say a word. The character of the
country is being altered. Condemning the vio-
lence is one thing but it has to be stopped;
prevention is necessary," said Yechury.
He also criticized the Government for the con-
tinuous rise in petrol and diesel prices. Yechury
said that instead of asking the governments of
non-BJP governed states, the Central govern-
ment should scrap central excise duties on
petroleum products to control their prices.
ALSO READ | 'Centre devoured Rs 26 lakh
crore from fuel prices but they blame states':
Stalin, PTR hit back
"The BJP and RSS are creating an environ-
ment of hate in the name of removing en-
croachments in Delhi. We have seen this hap-
pening in Jahangirpuri and now they are plan-
ning to conduct such activities at other loca-
tions in Delhi. We are demanding the govern-
ment to end such practices," said the secre-
tary of CPI (ML) Delhi Ravi Rai.


