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MUMBAI (KCN):
Legendary singer
Lata Mangeshkar
was on Saturday

honoured with
"Swara Mauli" title
by spiritual guru
Vidya Narsimha
Bharati Swami at her
residence in 'Prabhu
Kunj'. Her sister
singer Asha Bhosle,
Usha Mangeshkar
and brother
Hridaynath Man-
geshkar were present
at the occasion.

Dressed in her
signature white sari
while receiving the
honour, the "Paani
Paani Re" famed
singer told media that
it was an honour for
her for being consid-
ered for title.

"And the fact that
my name came to

Lata Mangeshkar conferred 'Swara Mauli' award
Jagatguru Shan-
karacharya's mind for
the honour and his
coming to honour me

personally makes me
feel very blessed. It is
not something that
you receive every day
and I am truly grate-
ful to him for this
blessing," she said.

Having a career
of more than six de-
cades and being the
recipient of the
'Bharat Ratna',
'Dadasaheb Phalke
Award', among sev-
eral other awards, the
'Queen of Melody'
said, "Every award is
special for me be-
cause people have
given me award out
of love and respect
for my work."

Her brother com-
poser Hridaynath

Biopic on legendary actress Savitri
promises to break box office records
MUMBAI: (KCN):
"Mahanati" in
Telugu and "Nadi-
gaiyar Thilagam" in
Tamil, the bi-lingual
biopic on the leg-
endary Telugu-
Tamil actress
Savitri, promises to
take the audience

through various
stages of her l ife
from childhood to
old age. It will also
recreate some of
Savitris most iconic
dramatic sequences
and songs and
dances.

While Keerthi
Suresh has been
elected to play
Savitri, huge Telugu
stars like Samantha
Akkineni, Dulquer
Salman and Vijay
Devarakonda have
stepped into sup-
porting roles.

Explains Vijay
Devarakonda, "Tho-
se who saw me in al-
most every frame of
'Arjun Reddy' would
wonder why I 've
chosen to do a rela-
tively small part.
'Mahanati' is a film
where actors have
surrendered unques-
tioningly to director
Nag Ashwin's vi-
sion. The hero of the
film is Savitri. We
are all playing sup-

porting parts."
Producer Priy-

anka Dutt who
teams up with her
sister Swapna Dutt
says "Mahanati" is
the biggest chal-
lenge of her career.

"For the past 45
years, our family

banner Vyjayanthi
Movies has been
synonymous with
larger-than- l i fe,
commercial cinema.
We have at various
points produced the
highest grossing
films of the industry.
We have introduced
directors l ike
Rajamouli and ac-
tors l ike Mahesh
Babu, Jr. NTR, etc."

Vyjanthi Movies
was incepted by
Priyanka's father C.
Ashwini Dutt.

"Me and my sis-
ter, Swapna Dutt,
started on our own
in 2015, with a genre
breaking film called
'Yevade Subr-
amanyam' . The film
was the first film to
be extensively shot
in the Mount Everest
region and a story
never explored be-
fore, not just in
Telugu but Indian
cinema," says
Priyanka.

The film was a

critical and commer-
cial success which
opened the doors for
a lot of newer genre
films and directors.

"Now comes our
most ambitious
project. 'Mahanati' is
our biopic on the
legendary actress

Savitri. With a
filmography of 300
films in five lan-
guages she dwarfs
even stalwarts like
Nargis or
Madhubala.

"The film is an
epic in every sense
of the word, from
the drama in her rags
to riches story, to the
grandeur of the era
which saw the birth
of cinema in
India.We have roped
in a starcast that
would make this the
biggest multistarrer
in the country. A lot
of heart and soul has
gone into this
project and we want
Savitriji's story to be
taken to a global
stage. The amount of
research and honesty
in this biopic would
surely put it steps
ahead of any other
bio-pic," says
Priyanka.

added, "Shan-
karacharya has or-
dained our father
with the Sangeet

Ratna title and I was
bestowed with Bhaav
Gandharva. Now, he
has honoured Lata di
with Swara Mauli.
This is her second
title after Swara
Bharati and we all
feel truly privileged."

Asha Bhosle said
she takes pride to
born as her sister.

"She is one of the
icons of our nation
and no one can be like
her. I am happy for
her. I am also thank-
ful for almighty to
send me to a family of
great singers. My
brother and sisters are
celebrated singers,"
Bhosle added.

Saranya Ponvannan: Nobody calls me
'madam' on the sets, I'm always their 'Amma'

With International
Mother’s Day being
observed yesterday,

we talk to
Kollywood’s quintes-
sential mother,
Saranya Ponvannan,
on how she remains
ageless and spirited
as ever.

It was a big
shock for Saranya
Ponvannan when she
was first approached
to play a mother — in
the Simbu-starrer
Alai (2003). “I felt I
was too young. The
director, Vikram
Kumar, convinced
me. I guess there’s
been no looking back
since,” she says.

Over the
years, she has played
mother to many top
actors including
Jiiva, Dhanush,
Sivakarthikeyan, and
Udhayanidhi Stalin.
“Honestly, I don’t
know why people
like me, but I feel

proud. Very few ac-
tors are as loved by
the audience. I’m

glad they see me as
family,” she says.

S a r a n y a
Ponvannan (Express
Photo Service)
It has been three de-
cades since Saranya
made her entry in
Tamil cinema as a
heroine — opposite
Kamal Haasan in
Nayagan. She recalls
how her mother
wanted to see her
reach great heights in
Tamil cinema. “It was
her dream to make
me a top actor, but I
wasn’t particularly
ambitious. I didn’t set
myself targets, but
kept getting offers af-
ter Nayagan. Mani
Ratnam treated me
like a princess, and
so, I thought acting
was an easy task. It
turned out it was any-
thing but,” she says.

“I didn’ t do

many films as a hero-
ine because I wasn’t
comfortable wearing

tight clothes, or doing
intimate scenes.
Arjun and Prabhu
used to tease me on
the sets about this, in
a good natured way.
To be honest, till this
date, I’ve not worn
sleeveless outfits.
That’s why I missed
out on a lot of good
opportunities. I don’t
regret that though,”
she quickly clarifies.

Saranya con-
siders Thenmerku
Paruvakatru as an
important film in her
career. She played a
mother in the film,
and won the National
Award for Best Ac-
tress in 2011. “For
someone playing
mother roles, that
came as a huge
honour. I owe all my
success to luck, and a
little bit of hard work
and sincerity,” she

says with a laugh.
Saranya says

she seeks variety in
the mother roles she
generally plays. “I
don’t tend to repeat
my style, and yet, I
stay true to my char-
acter. Adhigama
ammakkal dhan
pesuvaanga veetla,
and that’s what I do
— both on and off
screen.”

When many
heroines shy away
from playing mothers
on screen, Saranya
had no qualms about
it. “I am a full-time
mother — that’s my
priority. But I want
the roles to be worth
my time because I am
a busy person. I run a
fashion institute,
DSOFT (Designing
School of Fashion
Technology), and that
is very demanding,”

she tells us.
She rues that

married women
“don’t often get to
play romantic leads in
cinema”. The sce-
nario hasn’t changed
over the years, ac-
cording to her. “Our
industry folk think
that marriage ruins
our desirability. So
heroines end up
forced to commit to a
lot of projects before
their wedding,” she
points out.

The secret to
looking as energetic
and young as she
does, she owes to be-
ing comfortable with
aging. “Some think
it’s a nuisance, but I
have come to terms
with getting older. I
don’t fight it. I am not
tempted
to dye my hair,” she
says, laughing.

Fave Four
?  I am a huge fan of
Rajinikanth and
Mohanlal. I have al-
ways wanted to act
opposite them. I can
act as their pair in the
film. Enakku enna
korachal?
? I have always
wanted to play char-
acters with negative
shades, like in
Achchamindri. I hope
s o m e t h i n g
materialises soon
again.
? People don’t call
me madam on the
sets. I am their
‘amma’. I like that.
? I envied Asha
Sarath for landing
that character in
D r i s h y a m /
Papanasam. I con-
gratulated
her after seeing the
film.


