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Overdriveon ganjasazur

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
With the Department
of Excise on over-
drive to seize Ganja,
there is both quanti-
tative and qualitative
improvement in sei-
zure of these narcotic
and psychotropic
substances in the
State.

Bishnupada Se-
thi, Secretary Excise
is continuously harp-
ing on curbing the
Hemp cultivation and
seizing illegal Ganja,
being sold inthegrey
market.

Mr.Sethi istouch
with State Police and
Directorate of Excise
for destruction of
hemp Plants in the
districts and seizing
theillegal Ganja

Funds support is
being extended to
State Police in this
regard with the active
support fromthe Nar-
cotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB).

So the quantity of
Ganja seized during
theillegal transfer has
increased in the State
during the year.

While regularly

Hemp Plants are be-
ing destroyed by the
Police and Excise of -
ficidsin severa dis-
tricts, large amount of
Ganja is also being

seized.

Around 7,156 kg
ganja were seized
from Odisha during
2011-12, the quantity
has been crossed
8,726 kg by 2015-16
December. Similarly,
6606 kg of Ganja

were seized during
2014-15.

According to an
officia statistics, the
Policeand Exciseare
destroying the Hemp

cultivation in nine
districts every year.
Angul district
recordsthehighestin
Hemp cultivation,
where 7 lakh Hemp
plantswere destroyed
during 2011-12. The
guantity of hemp de-

stroyed was 15.66
lakh in 2014-15

Maoists are al-
legedly funding the
Hemp cultivation and
people are lured to
cultivate the Psycho-
tropic substances in-
stead of riceand veg-
etables.

Similarly, the il-
legal plantsare being
destroyed in
Deogarh, Sambal pur,
Boudh, Gajapati,
Rayagada, Mal-
kangiri, Kan-dhamal
and Nayagarh dis-
trict.

Total 3.30 lakh
Hemp plantswerede-
stroyed in Deogarh
during 2011-12. It
rose to 6 lakh in the
district in 2014-15.

While 2.56 lakh
Hemp plants were
destroyed in
Sambalpur district in
2011-12, the quantity
increased to 19.75
lakh by December
2015-16. In
Malkangiri, 4 lakh
plants have been de-
stroyed in 2015-16.
The number was
12,47,800 in
Kandhamal.
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Bhubaneswar (K-
CN):While the Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik supported the
Demonetization Move
of the Union Govern-
ment, adverse impact
of the cash purge has
started to bemorevis-
ible in the State.

Demonetization
has resulted in fall in
collection of revenue
and State Government
isworried over nega-
tive growth on both
Tax and Non Tax Rev-
enue.

During the month
of December collec-
tion of Own Tax Rev-
enue collection faced
adeclineof 11 Percent
and it will be morein
January as the collec-
tion has gone down.

A latest report on
Impact of Demoneti-
zation by the Govern-
ment of Odisha re-
veals that economic
activities have been
interrupted in the both
manufacturing and
Service sector.

Communications,
Construction, Real Es-
tate, Transport, Retail
Trade, Hospitality and
other allied sectors
have been hit by the
cash purge move of
the Union Govern-
ment.

These areas have
been adversely af-
fected, asthe sector is
cash intensive and
availability of enough
new noteswasaprob-

This has brought
steep deceleration of
State’s Economy and
Public Finances, ad-
mitsthe State Govern-
ment in itsreport pre-
pared by the Depart-
ment of Finance
(DoF).

So there was less
collection of both Tax

and Non Tax Revenue
during December,
2016 as compared to
November, 2016, ad-
mit officials.

Now in January
also decline in Tax
Revenue is experi-
enced and Tax Collec-
tors are worried over
such anegative devel-
opment.

While Market is
subdued, Demonetiza-
tion has added woes
for the Trade and In-
dustry, admit Captains

of Industry.

Short supply of
notes specially Rs.100
and Rs.500 Notes is
needed to be taken
care of so that eco-
nomic activity can be
resumed.

Rural areas are
still facing crunch of
smaller denomination

of notes and the State
Government hasurged
the Union Govern-
ment to step up supply
of Rs.100 and Rs.500
Notes.

And the restric-
tion on daily and
weekly limit on with-
drawal of funds from
Bank Accounts should
be lifted, urged the
State Government.

Asthe State Gov-
ernment, which is fi-
nalizing the Budget
Estimatesfor 2017-18

e DeM o Hits Revenue Collection

isin aworried state,
admit insiders.

From the begin-
ning of financial Year
2016-17, Sales Tax
Revenue collection
was sluggish and rate
of growth was nearly
2 Percent.

However after
Demonetization, it is
registering negative
growth and during
January, it will be
more.

Similarly Excise
Revenue collection is
registering negative
growth as consump-
tion of Beer, Whiskey,
Wineand other Bever-
ages have gone down.

While Excise
Revenue collection
target was fixed at
Rs.3300 Core, collec-
tion will be less than
Rs.3000 Crore, admit
officials.

So senior officials
are worried as less
funds are available in
the State Exchequer
for funding both Infra-
structure and Social
Sector, while commit-
ment is much more,
admit sources.

Under this back-
drop, State Govern-
ment has urged to re-
duce the Central Tax
rates and take appro-
priate measures to
encourage manufac-
turing and other sec-
torsin view of slow-
down of economy,
said sources.

SU|C|des of farmers; HC
directs TN to file affidavit

CHENNAI: Madras
High Court today di-
rected the Tamil

Trustee, Tamil Nadu
Centrefor PILs, seek-
ing directions for

TR T TS e e

Nadu Government to
file an affidavit
withinfour weeksre-
garding steps taken
by it to prevent sui-
cidesof farmersinthe
state.

The first bench
comprising Chief
Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul and Justice M
Sundar gave the di-
rectiononapleaby K
K Ramesh, Managing

steps to arrest sui-
cides of farmers and
also to set up an ex-
pert committee to
create awareness
among farmers about
latest technology in
the agriculture sector.

Several farmers
have committed sui-
cide in the last few
years as they were
unable to repay the
loan they have taken

from various finan-
cia institutions, the
petitioner submitted.

"We would like
the state government
to placeon record the
steps which have
been taken to prevent
the suicides of farm-
ers’ the Judges said.
The petitioner, while
referring to various
media reports, sub-
mitted that due to
failure of north east
monsoon and south
west monsoon for the

past threeyears, agri-
culturein Tamil Nadu
has been worst af-
fected and those
workers in the agri-
culture sector became
jobless.

Crop failure has
been reported in the
Cauvery deltaregion
duetowater shortage,
Ramesh submitted.
After reportscamein
the media that 13
farmers committed
suicide over the last
two months, aCentral
team went to
Thiruvarur and
Nagapattinam dis-
tricts and had discus-
sions with the af-
fected families and
the fellow villagers.

He also sought
for a direction from
the Court to set up an
expert committeesin
each district to find
out thereasonsfor the
farmerssuicides. The
Court posted the case
for further hearing to
February 14.
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From being a ‘Vival’ girl to winning the Best Playback
Singer (Female) award for her song ‘ Jag Ghoomeya’ from
Salman Khan starrer Sultan, Neha Bhasin baresall about
her Journey in an exclusive chat.

Shahid Kapoor and Mira Rajput have kept their fanswaiting
also availahle and are charged @ 7 and
1. per word res pectively Bxtra charges for

photographs Rs 100¥- For Box No.Rs. 10
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TOURS&TRANVELS
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buses (125224 52
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M=z Santoshi Tl
GortEct o S0e] 07 ST

For Lutry Passanger

GROOMWANTED vehicle, GContact
Wanted Groom any oogesny Tous STk,
corice Jbugsiness mmify  AehR0E Yihan

t & Bramhin Girl. EBhusresesy

ohEct 2555206 Fh. 254029

Required Driver/Peon/

Attendant/ Ava

Please Contact-5984600400

ACCOMMODATION

WANTED

Recuired double/Single’ Multl
storled B ungalow type North or
East Facing Incdependent bulld-
Ing At- Nayapalll, Jayadev Vihar,
¥.5.5. Nagar, Mancheswar,
Rasulgarh, Sallashree Vihar,
Niladr| ¥ihar.

FPlease Contact- 8338870505
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TIf sourcesareto be-
lieved then the Ro-
manian actress lulia
Vantur is going to

\
‘l

make her stage debut
in an award gala. A
source says,“The
award season is on
and the award shows
fall over each other to
make sure that they
come up with some
talking point or the
other. So, the
organisersof thispar-
ticular award show
event, have managed

aVantur a

to convince lulia to
perform live in front
of many celebrities
on Monday. She is

likely to performwith

Himesh Resha-
mmiya. lulia and
Reshammiyahaveal-
ready recorded one
song together for his
upcoming album.
Salman too is likely
to be present at this
event, and it would be
interesting to see his
reaction.”

Prior to thislulia

{00

Ve?
had recorded some
portion of Salman’s

popular number Baby
KO Bass Pasand Hai

from Sultan.
Ever since lulia
has returned in the

country to record her
song, she has con-
stantly been spotted
at various parties
with Salman. The
duo, however most of
the time makes sure
that they enter and
exit thevenuesindif-
ferent cars.

It has been a difficult year for Malaika Arora Khan. Her split with husband Arbaaz Khan was
followed by alot of controversy and filing of divorce didn't help either. Toring in the New Year,
Malaika has taken abreak with sister AmritaAroraLadak and her close friends. The groupisall
set to welcome 2017 in style, and going by the pictures, Goabeach istreating them well. Malaika
AroraKhan shared pictures on her Instagram account and the post made all of us go ga-ga about
her and her besties' hotness. In the picture, we see Amrita and Malaika with their back to the
camera. She captioned the image as, " Sunsets in Goa with the girls'. Take a tour and see more

that they are busy doing in Goa. (Source: Photo by Instagram )

‘Actingisalot of responsibility’

When Shamlee
starred in Mani
Ratnam’sAnjali as
achild artiste, she
never thought
she'd continue to
act. “| never
wanted to pursue
films. Somehow, it
happened eventu-
ally. When | see
Anjalion TV, |
often smileto
myself. Wasthis
little cute kid me? |
lear nt
Bharatanatyam for
fiveyears, and gave
up. At that point of
time, schooling was
alot morefun. Oh,
| still remember
how | was given
some new clothes
on the sets, asthey
took my photo-
graphs. It feels
funny when | think
about my old films.
My co-stars had
been monkeys,
elephantsand
snakes,” she
laughs.

She began
receiving film
offerswhen she
studying in from

Class 9. “1 used
to accompany my
sister Shalini and
her husband Ajith
for award func-

tions. So, people

After the shooting,

saw me and asked
my dad if | were
interested in act-
ing. My school
never allowed it
though. Slowly, my
focus shifted to-
wardsart and
dancing. | even
took up acoursein
film studies.”

After spending
timein Singapore
for fiveyears, she
moved to Chennai.
“That’swhen | got
to hear Veera
Sivaji’s narration.

| went to New York
and enrolled in an
intensive dance
coursein one of the
top universities. |
love jazz, hip-hop
and salsa. | was
told that the course
isfor six weeks, but
it took four
months. In the
mean time, the
movie promotions
had begun, and |
couldn’t show up
for any of them,”
she adds.
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Banksgofor cuts, lending ratescown byupto90bps

Mumbai (KCN)
ROLLING OUT one
of the steepest cutsin
borrowingratesinre-
cent times, leading
banks lowered their
lending rates on Sun-
day by up to 90 basis
points, or alittle less
than one per cent, a
day after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
suggested that they
should focus on the
poor, lower middle
class, middle class
and senior citizens,
and act in “public in-
terest”.

After the dead-
line for the
demonetisation of Rs
500 and Rs 1,000
notes ended Friday,

From Page-1
the Second Floor of
the State Secretariat
to greet Chief Secre-
tary Aditya Prasad
Padhi. In fact there
was abeelineto meet
the Top Mandarinand
wish him in the New
Year on 2 January.
Mr.Padhi was

seen warmly receiv-
ing the officers, em-
ployees, scribes and
people of cross sec-
tion of the society.

Honest and
humble Top Manda-
rin was reciprocating
with sweet words
with people and
wishing for happier
timesin 2017.

Simplicity is the
hallmark of the Chief
Secretary, who fondly
talked to the Bureau-
crats and Visitors,
while wishing for a
better times.

R Balakrishnan,
Development Com-
missioner received
the enthusiastic visi-
tors with a charming
smile and wished for
a“Happy New Year”.

There was good
rush for meeting the
Additional Chief
Secretary to Chief
Minister Upendra
Nath Behera in the
Third Floor. Sweet
and suave, Mr.Behera
was equally recipro-
cating the visitorsfor
abright New Year.

Mr. Behera, seen
in ajovial mood in
presence of “Intimi-
dating Biggies of
1986 IASBatch” and

State Bank of India
(SBI), the country’s
largest bank, reduced
the overnight mar-
ginal cost of funds

based lending rates
(MCLR) to 7.75 per
cent from 8.65 per
cent. The new rates

sharing good wishes.

Andall alongjo-
vial and intelligent
KBK Chief Adminis-
trator SPThakur was
seen cracking jokes
and making the
enviroment lively.

Agriculture Pro-
duction Commis-
sioner G K Dhal was

P

also greeted by Bu-
reaucrats and others
and humble Manda-
rin was seen sweetly
reciprocating with
them with good
wishes.

Great Rush was
seen to meet the Spe-
cial Secretary to
Chief Minister V
Karthikeya Pandian.

The Powerful
Bureaucrat was also
seen receiving the of -
ficers, employeesand
others in a friendly
manner.

Therewasrushto
meet the Principal
Secretary Home Asit
Tripathy and Princi-
pal Secretary Finance
Tuhin Kanta Pandey
who were equally re-
ciprocating the visi-
tors.

Meeting the Prin-
cipa Secretary, Food
& Civil Supplies
Pradipta Kumar
Mahapatra, Principal
Secretary Energy,
Rajesh Verma, Prin-
cipal Secretary
MSME L N Gupta,
Principal Secretary
Water Resources,
Pradeep Jena, Princi-
pal Secretary Steel &
Mines Raj Kumar
Sharma, Principal

are 8 per cent against
8.90 per cent for one-
year loans, 8.10 per
cent for two-year
loans and 8.15 per

cent for three-year
maturity, SBI said.
Watch what else
Is making news:
Secretary Labor &
ESI G Srinivas, Prin-
cipal Secretary Rural
Development Madhu
Sudan Padhi Secre-
tary Health & Family
Welfare Pramod
Kumar Meherda,
Secretary ST & SC
Development and 1&
PR Surendra Kumar,

Secretary Women &
Child Development
Vishal Dev, Secretary
Fisheries, ARD &
Excise Bishnupada
Sethi and Special
Secretary General
Administration
Ashok Meena was a
pleasurefor the offic-
ers and employees.

There was equal
amount of enthusi-
asm to meet Top
Mandarins like Prin-
cipal Secretary
Higher Education, G
V V Sarma, Principal
Secretary Tourism
Arti Ahuja and oth-
ers.

Principal Secre-
tary Works Nalini
Kanta Pradhan was
also greeted by a
large number of offic-
ers and engineers.

During the day it
was almost a festive
look and holiday
mood in the State
Secretariat. Prasad
Sevan was conducted
at variousfloors.

Therewas afull-
fledged puja of Trin-
ity in Department of
Works and Depart-
ment of Commerce &
Transport, where
Prasad were distrib-
uted.

Rose Valley Chit
Fund Scam: Mamata
Banerjee Slams PM
Modi After TMC MP
S u d i p

Bandopadhyay's Ar-
rest

The new loan
rateswill be effective
from January 1.
Women home-loan
borrowersof SBI will
be ableto avail loans
at interest rates of
8.20 per cent while

others can avail of
home loans at 8.25
per cent. On Novem-
ber 2, SBI had cut
homeloanratesto9.1
per cent — the low-
estin SiX years — as
part of a festive
scheme.
Delhi-based
Punjab National
Bank cut the over-
night lending rate by
70 basis points to
8.20 per cent while
Union Bank of India
slashed the rates by
65-90 bps for differ-
ent tenures. 1DBI
Bank’s three-year
loans will now be at
9.30 per cent, down
by 40 basis points.
However, borrowers
may not get the full
benefit of the MCLR
cut due to the spread
that banks charge on
loans.
See page-8

Chinato ban ivory
trade by end of 2017

BEIJING(KCN):
China will ban trade
and processing of all
domesticivory by the
end of 2017 in a bid
to savethefast dwin-
dling tusker popula-
tion In the country, a
"historic  move"
hailed as a "game
changer" for African
elephants.

The decision
came after Chinahad
imposed athree-year
ban on ivory imports
in Marchthisyear, in
an escalate flght

ainstillegal trading
of wild animals and
plants.

"China  will
gradually stop the
processing and sales
of ivories for com-
mercial purposes by
the end of 2017," the
official Xinhua news
agency said, citing a
government state-
ment.

The move will
impact China's 34
processing enter-
prisesand 143 desig-
nated trading venues,
with dozens to be
closed by the end of
March 2017, state-
run Xinhua news
agency quoted an of -
ficial statement as

ing.

Bgeforethatdead-
line, law enforcement
agencies will con-
tinue to clamp down
onillegalities associ-
ated with the
elephant's tusk, an
official told the

agenc?]/.
China's move, if
implemented, strictly
could a "game
changer"”, specially
the African elephant
conservation as hun-
dreds killed every
year by poachers to
feed into the burgeon-
ing marketsin China
and Hong Kong.

As a result the
numbers of Africa’s
savannah elephants
dropped to 3.5 lakh
thousand in 2014.

China's move to
ban ivory trade fol-

lowed aresolution at
the Conventionon In-
ternational Trade in
Endangered Species
(Cites) in South Af-
ricain October.
China has the
biggest ivory market
in the world - some
estimates suggest 70
per cent of theworld's
trade ends up there.
Ivory's price can
reach USD 1,100 per
kg in China.
Conservation
group WWF wel-
comed the latest
news, calingita"his-
toric announcement”,
signalling an end to
the world's primary
legal ivory market
and a mgjor boost to
international efforts
to "tackle the el-
ephant poaching cri-
sis in Africa’, BBC

reported.
Elly  Pepper,
deputy director of

wildlife trade for the
Natural Resources
Defence Council,
praised China for its
"great |leadership” on
the issue.

"Setting such an
aggressivetimelineto
close - once and for
al - the largest do-
mestic ivory market
in the world is glo-
ballysgnlflcant Pep-

"It's a game
changer and could be
the pivotal turning
point that brings el-
ephants back from
the brink of extinc-
tion,"” she said.

While the inter-
national market in
ivory hasbeen closed
since 1989, legal do-
mestic markets have
continued in many
countries around the
world.

A surge in the
kl||ln%]0f elephants
over the past seven
years has seen
populations across
Africa shrink by a
third, according to
the recently pub-
lished Great EI-
ephant Census.

Send 40 percent currencytorur

MUMBAI: The RBI
on Tuesday said the
supply of currency

tribution in these ar-
€as.
"Banks should

CLE BUsiness/Commerce

al areas, RBI tellshanks

bank cheststo obtain
supply of coins on
priority basis and if

notes in rural areas
was not adequate and
asked banks to send
at least 40 percent of
the supply to their ru-
ral branches.
"Thebank notes,
being supplied to ru-
ral areas, at present,
are not commensu-
rate with the require-
ments of the rural
population,” the Re-
serve Bank of India
said in anotification.
With a view to
ensurethat at least 40
percent bank notes
were supplied to ru-
ral areas, the banks
were advised to in-
crease the issue of
currency towards the
main channelsof dis-

advise their currency
cheststo step up issu-
ance of fresh notesto
rural branches of Re-
gional Rural Banks
(RRBs), Digtrict Cen-
tral Cooperative
Banks (DCCBs) and
commercial banks,
whitelabel ATMsand
post offices on prior-
ity basis which are
considered mainrura
channels of distribu-
tion," it said.

RBI asked the
banks to issue notes
in denominations of
Rs 500 and below in
rural areas with lib-
eral issuance of exist-
ing stock of notesbe-
l[ow Rs 100.

It also asked the

required even get it
issued from the cen-
tral bank.

As the rura re-
quirements could
vary depending on
variationsintherural
and urban mix of
each district, acertain
percentage of alloca-
tion has been as-
signed to each district
by RBI to facilitate a
need based approach.

"The indicated
proportion may be
maintained on
weekly average basis
at each chest level as
it may be difficult to
stick to the propor-
tion on daily basis,”
RBI said.

Adventz group not
keen on Paytm stake

KOLKATA(KCN):
Saroj Poddar-con-
trolled Adventz
group today said it

was approached for
buying a minority
stake in Paytm, but
hasdecided against it.

"We were ap-
proached by a few
merchant bankersfor
a minority stake in
Paytm. But we have
decided not to go

ahead with it," a top
official of the group
told PTI today. Ac-
cording to sources,

Saroj Poddar's son
Akshay Poddar was
negotiating the dedl.
Valuation is the
key reason for not
buying into the lead-
ing wallet company,
the sourcesindicated.
According to me-
dia reports, industri-

alists Sunil Munjal
and Saroj Poddar
were in talks for a
secondary deal to buy

aminority stakefrom
IDFC Securities ana-
lyst Nikhil Vorawho
holds some 0.35 per
cent in One97 Com-
munications, the par-
ent of Paytm. Paytm
last received funding
from Taiwan's
MediaTek in August.

Sensex breaksseven day fall, but logsweekly loss

Mumbai (KCN):
Breaking a seven-day
losing pattern, the
Sensex today re-
claimed the key
26,000-mark by re-
covering 61 points,
helped by gains in
pharma, auto and capi-
tal goods, but both in-
dices registered a
weekly drop. For the
week, the Sensex lost
448.86 points, or 1.69
per cent, while the
broader NSE Nifty
dropped 153.70
points, or 1.88 per
cent.

Thisistheir big-
gest weekly in five,
which is since the
week ended Novem-
ber 18. Domestic in-
vestors backed up and
covering-up of short
positionsgave equities
apushtoo. But aweak
trend in Asia and a
muted opening in Eu-
rope cast its shadow.

The rupee appre-
ciated 21 paise intra-
day against the dollar,
to 67.78, which had a
positiveinfluencetoo,
brokers said. After a
subdued opening, the

Sensex dropped asfor-
eign funds liquidated
bets ahead of Christ-
mas. but emergence of
value-buying later
meant it wiped off
early lossesbefore set-
tling higher by 61.10
points, or 0.24 per
cent, at 26,040.70.
The 50-share
NSE Nifty ended up
6.65 points, or 0.08
per cent, at 7,985.75
points. Intra-day, it

shuttled between
7,942.05 and
8,022.60.




SPOrtS

BHUBANESWAR, SUNDAY, 08 JANUARY, 2017

www.thekalingachronicle.com

THE KALINGA CHRON

— Popular people’s Daily of Odisha

' 8

IndiavsEngland: KL Rahul and Murali Vijay
will be openersin Mumbal, saysV|rat Konll

Mumbai(KCN):
Virat kohli, kohli,
indiavs england, ind
Vs eng, india vs
england 4th test, ind
Vs eng 4th test, india
england, india vs
england test, cricket
news, cricket Virat
Kholi termed the
eight-day break as
‘beneficial’ for the
team. (Source: Ex-
press photo by Kevin
D’ Souza)

Putting all the
confusion regarding
India’s opening pair
for the Mumbai Test
to rest, India captain
Virat Kohli said that
Murali Vijay and KL
Rahul, who isreturn-
ing to theside after an
injury, will be the
openers in the fourth
Test against Mumbai
at the Wankhede sta-
dium which begins
on Thursday.

Speaking at the
pre-match presser,
Kohli stressed that
the two batsmen are
not used to batting at
any other positions
than the opening dots
and they will con-

Panaji (KCN):
Dempo FC today
pulled out fromthel-
League for the up-
coming season in
protest against
AlFF's proposed
roadmap to restruc-
ture domestic foot-
ball, dealing another
body blow to the
sport in India
Earlier, Salga-
ocar FC and Sporting

Dempo FC pu

Panaji (KCN):
December 7, 2016
8:31 pm

Dempo FC
today pulled out
from thel-League
for theupcoming
season in protest
against AIFF’'s
proposed roadmap
torestructure
domestic football,
dealing another

tinue to bat the same
spot even though
Parthiv Patel, who
opened in the last
match in place of
Rahul, scored an un-
beaten half-century in
Mohali.

“There is do
doubt that Rahul and
Vijay will beopening
the batting for us.
These two are bats-
men who have not
batted at any other
positions. They will
continue to be our
specialist openersfor
the Mumbai Test,”
Kohli said.

Rahul returns to
theteam after missing
out on the third Test,
which India won in
Mohali, dueto anin-
jury he exaggerated
in the Vizag Test. He
had earlier suffered a
hamstring injury dur-
ing the New Zealand
series which forced
him to miss the last
two Tests of the that
series and the first
Test of the England
series.

The call on
Mohammed Shami’s

FC pull out from

Dempo FC pulled out
from the league.

All the three
Goan club owners —
Shivanand Salgaocar,
Shrinivas Dempo and
Peter Vaz, had taken
aunited stand on 23rd
June, 2016 to oppose
the restructuring that
makes Indian Super
League(ISL) a top-
tier league and rel-
egates| Leaguetothe

body blow to the
sport in India.
Earlier, Salgaocar

FC and Sporting

Dempo FC pulled
out from the
league.

All thethree
Goan club owners
— Shivanand
Salgaocar,
Shrinivas Dempo
and Peter Vaz, had

fitness will be taken

on Wednesday
evening asKohli said
that they will assess
how heisfedingwith
his knee.

“After the
Mohali Test, Shami
felt bit of sorenessin
his knee. We need to
take a collective cal
on that. He hashad a
history of knee sur-

second division or
‘League One’ as it
will be called.

With the dead-
linefor submiting the
participation agree-
ment ending on
Wednesday, Dempo
wroteto the Al FF that
they too have pulled
out from the I-
League.

The five-time
champions, Dempo’s

taken a united
stand on 23rd
June, 2016 to

opposetherestruc-
turing that makes
Indian Super
League(lSL) a top-
tier league and
relegates| League
to the second
division or ‘League
One asit will be
called.

geries so don’'t want

to push him and lose
him for the complete
season,” he said.

Kohli also spoke
about thelack of form
of Vijay and middle-
order batsman
AjinkyaRahane. The
captain defended the
two batsmen, calling
then “solid”.

“As far as Vijay

-League

pull-out leaves the
AIFF with a major
headache as the |-
League now hasonly
seven clubs — East
Bengal, Mohun
Bagan, Bengaluru
FC, DSK Shivgjians,
Mumbai FC,
Shillong Lajong and
Aizawl FC, whowere
reinstated after being
relegated | ast season.

| out from I-L eague

With the dead-
linefor submiting
the participation
agreement ending
on Wednesday,
Dempo wroteto
the AIFF that they
too have pulled out
from thel-League.

Thefive-time
champions,
Dempo’s pull-out
leavesthe AIFF
with amajor head-
acheasthel-

L eague now has
only seven clubs—
East Bengal,
Mohun Bagan,
Bengaluru FC,
DSK Shivajians,
Mumbai FC,
Shillong Lajong
and Aizawl FC,
who wereren-
stated after being
relegated last
season.

and Rahane are con-

cerned, both are solid
batsmen and Vijay
even got acentury in
the first Test. | also
didn’t have scorestoo
be proud of in the
New Zealand series
so Rahane covered
up. Itisall about cov-
ering up for the other
batsmen and this is
how we play,” Kohli

After the century
inthefirst Test, Vijay
has made only 63
runs in the five in-
nings he has batted.
He has also been
troubled by therising
ball which England
used to dismiss him
in the Mohali Test.

Rahane, who
scored a century in

the final Test against

New Zealand in
Indore, has also
scored only 63 runsin
the five innings he
hasbatted in thethree
Tests against En-
gland.

TheTest will be-
gin after a eight-day
gap after the third
Test and Kohli feels
that thisgap will ben-

efit the team.

“We did not ask
for the break. It was
part of the schedule.
It was good as we
could reflect on the
two games that we
won. | think it is go-
ing to benefit the
team. It is important
we get breaks. Be-
tween the series you
cannot completely
switch-off while on
the break. You have
to keep thinking
about what you can
do. As a captain you
have to think what
combinationsyou can
play, how will the
wicket play but this
not be too much. It is
important to enjoy
life away from your
profession,” he said.

“Inout country it
is seen with a differ-
ent perspective. We
haveto focuson only
cricket. But asan in-
dividual you have to
decide how much
stress you want to
take mentally. After
all, your performance
depends on yourself.
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