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After end of
field level training
they will receive
briefings from the
senior officers and
they will prepare a
Report each on a
Central and State
Sector Scheme.
District Collector of the District
to which these trainees are attached will
give their Performance Report, which
will be submitted to
the Union Government after completion of their training.
As the State
Government has
agreed In Principle
to allow the Section
Officers of the Government of India for
11 week training, the
Director General
(DG) of Gopabandhu
Academy of Administration (GAA) has
been asked to provide detailed estimate for such training.
All sorts of
expendiutre to be
spent by the State
See Page -7

Cabinet clears food policy
Bhubaneswar (KCN): Odisha Government has decided procuring 30
lakh metric ton of
rice during the
2016-17 Kharif
Marketing Season
(KMS) beginning
from 1 November .
The new Procurement Policy
for 2016-17 was
approved at the
State Cabinet meeting presided over
by Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik
here today.
The Cabinet
also approved a proposal to extend of
time for a period of
another
three
months to reduce
the rate of value
added tax (VAT) on
pulses and dals of
all kinds under the
Odisha VAT Act,
2004, said Chief
Secretary Aditya
Prasad Padhi.
As the State
Government procures paddy from
farmers during
Kharif and Rabi seasons separately under the KMS, the
target was set to
collect 30 lakh metric ton of rice,
which is equivalent
to 44 lakh tons of

paddy.
The Minister
said that as per the
minimum support

price fixed by the
central government,
the farmers will get
Rs 1470 per quintal
of common variety
of paddy.
The rate of
Grade-A variety of
paddy is fixed at Rs
1510 per quintal, he
said adding that the
procuring agencies
and district administrations will make
wide publicity regarding the FAQ
(fair average quality) of paddy.
While the State
run Odisha State

Civil Supplies Cor- required.
poration (OSCSC)
He said the
used to procure 95 kharif paddy will be
per cent of paddy, procured during the
period from November 2016 to
March 2017 and
Rabi paddy during
May and June,
2017. The paddy
will be procured
from farmers who
are registered in
the online portals
of the Food Supplies and Consumer
Welfare Department.
So far 8.29 lakh
farmers have already got themselves registered
with the department, said he adding that 95 per cent
other agencies, if of the paddy pronecessary, will be ducers have so far
deployed
in been
provided
surpluse districts Aadhar numbers.
onlym, Minister
Therefore, the
Food Supply Sanjay Aadhar seeding will
Dasburma said.
be used for paddy
Stating that the procurement and
State Government the farmers will be
during the 2014-15 paid online under
and 2015-16 had the
P-PAS
procured 52.45 lakh system.The facility
MT paddy and has been extended
50.81 LMT paddy to 294 of the 314
respectively, he said blocks of the state,
adding that he has he said.
been authorized by
Similarly the
the Cabinet to in- Cabinet also-excrease the volume tended another
of procurement if three months for

imposition of only 1
per cent VAT instead
of 5 per cent of VAT
on pulses of all
kinds in view of the
demand of traders.
Though
the
Government has
sustained a loss of
about Rs 5 crore towards VAT during
the three months
due to reduction of
the rate of VAT on
pulses, it would like
another
three
months extension
as sale of pulses
has increased, the
Chief Secretary
said.
In another decision, the Cabinet
also approved a proposed of finance
department to reduce the rate of VAT
from 14.5 per cent
to 5 per cent on
LPG
Cylinder
manufacturing.
As the neighboring states like
West
Bengal,
Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattis-garh and
Jharkhand maintain
five per cent VAT on
LPG cylinder manufacturing, the State
government will
also bring it down to
increase the transaction, Mr.Padhi
said.
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State Secretariat.
service.
of youths for the candidates appeared
“The fresh apMr.Patnaik said government job. I for 900 posts on November 29 and 30,
2015. The exam was
conducted by Odisha
Public Service Commission (OPSC).
Looking at the
scope of opening up
business, State Bank
of India, State Secretariat Branch Chief
Manager, Prasanna
Kumar Behera, welcomed the newly appointed ASOs.
All the 810
ASOs have opened
their account with
SBI
Secretariat
branch as their salaries will be directly
deposited in their
pointment will cre- that the Government hope the newly ap- Savings Bank Acate an opportunity has
introduced pointed ASOs will count.
for proving their Odisha Secretariat win the trust of pubNew recruits
skills, “he added.
Workflow Automa- lic by delivering were happy at the apHe said that the tion
System their duties with proach
of
Government has (OSWAS) to expe- honesty”, he said.
Mr.Behera, who is
been laying empha- dite the office work.
Chief Secretary
sincerely trying hard
sis on providing bet“I am regularly Aditya Prasad Padhi
ter service to people. reviewing to fill up suggested the newly to improve the BusiTherefore, different vacant posts in vari- appointed employ- ness Portfolio of
rules and guidelines ous departments of ees to work with sin- SBI in the State Sechave been simplified the government. I cerity, discipline and retariat, thanks to his
and technology is have taken initiative commitment.
network with State
being used to provide to recruit a number
Over 60,000 Bureaucracy.

in Union Government.
This training
will be mandatory
for them and after
successful completion of training they
will be considered
for promotion, said
sources.
Each batch of
officers
will
revceive one week
training
at
Gopabandhu Academy of Administration (GAA) and another week at District Level Offices,
where they will study
the system.
After that these
officers will be attached with Block
Development Officer (BDO) or Executive Officer in
Urban Local Bodies
for 08 weeks.
This field level
training is for cutting
edge and exposure
regarding implementation of different
schemes of the Government of India as
well as the State
Government.
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Bhubaneswar (KCN): After 19 years,
Odisha Government
has been able to fill
up the huge vacancies in the State Secretariat.
So a happy
Chief
Minister
Naveen Patnaik today handed over the
Appointment Letters
to 810 Assistant
Section Officers
(ASOs) to fill up the
vacancies.
Chief Secretary
Aditya Prasad Padhi,
Development Commissioner,
R
Balakrishnan, Principal Secretary Home
Asit Tripathy, special
Secretary Home
Lalit Das and other
senior officials were
present.
Speaking on the
occasion in a special
Ceremony here organized at Rabindra
Mandap, Mr.Patnaik
said that the ASOs
play special role in
managing the office
work in various departments of the

Bhubaneswar (KCN): Union Government has decided to
send Section Officers to the States, so
that they will be
trained in the field
level and this process
will
be
conituned every
year.
So for the first
time Central Government Officers
will under take training in the State as
they are needed to
get aquainted with the
system of the State
Administration.
Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT) has written to the State Government in this regard and Odisha Government has agereed
In Principle to accommodate these
Officers for providing proper training at
fieldlevel.
There will be 11
Weeks of training
for the Section Officers, who are set to
be promoted to Under Secretary Level
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Secretariat Gets ASOs Dilli sends Babus to state

Entertainment
CLASSIFIED
CAUTION

Readers are advised to make appropriate
enquiries while responding to advertisements in
these columns. The Kalinga chronicle publication
does not vouch for any claims made by the
Advertisers. The Printer, Publisher, Editor and
Owner of The Kalinga Chronicle Publications shall
not be held responsible / liable for any consequences,
in case such claims are found to be false.

AUTOMOBILE

REAL ESTATE

SALE

SALE
Flats
ready
for
possession
before
Rathayatra at Puri near
Seabeach for sale.
Contact : 9861078308
Residential plots at
Pahala close to NH-5
and near Pata Railway
Station, Bhubaneswar for
immediate sale.
Contact : 0674-2556733
Residential plots at

Kawasik
Bajaj
in tiptop condition
for sale
Contact : 2555326
PURCHASE
Required a Marshal/
Commandor / Bolero in
good condition. Contact
2555763

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF

Classified advertisements are released daily.
The normal classified advertisement is charged
@ Rs. 5/- per word upto maximum number
of 50 words. Any extra word will be Rs. 8/per word. The minimum charges for any
classified advertisement is Rs. 100/-. The
options for bold lettering and outlining are
also available and are charged @ 7/- and
10/- per word respectively.Extra charges for
photographs Rs.100/-.For Box No. Rs. 100/HIRE
For hiring of Car / Jeep
/ Bus on monthly basis.
Contact : 2555763

Gohira Chhak in front of
CV Raman Engineering
College beside NH-5,
near Tamando. Contact
: 9238691168
PURCHASE

Simplex / Duplex
building at BBSR
contact : 9437002509

BUSINESS

ACCOMMODATION
WANTED

Saving 10,000/- for high
return, extra earn and
Foreign trip opportunity,
9238904001.
Independent business
work from home, training in Singapore,
9338014287.

Required Single / Double
/ Triple Storied North/East
facing building at Puri .
Contact: 9437143483

BRIDE WANTED
Wanted bride for
Khandayat Boy, 37plus,
Caste no bar, 06742555763
GROOM WANTED
Wanted Groom any
service / business family
for a Bramhin Girl.
Contact: 2555226
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Meet the dancer 'Ae Dil Hai
Padmapriya is not a ing Soorya and wasn’t part of my life. will be ‘like a repernovice on stage. In Swaralaya. “I want the I fell in love with the toire of items that we
fact, her first tryst focus to be on the sound of ankle bells at have put together’.
“It’s a group including
my teacher and we
have come up with
something in margam
format, though not
strictly sticking to it.”
As a dancer she believes each performing artist should try to
enrich their art form.
Quizzed on the rigid
rules of classical
dances she says, “I
think there is much
more to the dance
form than what we are
confined to.”
Ask her about
dance being a spiritual
experience and she
says,
“Classical
dances, especially
Bharatanatyam is extremely devout in nature. And there was a
time when I was going through a phase of
agnosticism. But
dance was an integral
part of my life and I
wanted to pursue it
with all my will. Then,
at some point in your
life, you let go of
your beliefs to do
something you really
love and I returned to
it.” she says classical
dances are dying art
with jatis and tillanas dance rather than than a much younger age forms and adds,
happened long back. the dancer. So I have and since then I have “more dancers should
And, by the time she opted for a group pro- been dancing. Until I be in this field.”
entered showville, duction rather than entered films I used
In the acting
she had a spate of going solo,” she says. to perform regularly. front she has just
stages and accolades
A
trained It was after around completed her porto her credit. Now Bharatanatyan dancer, 200 stages and some tions for Prithvirajback to pursuing her Padmapriya says she scholarships that I starrer Tiyan and the
initial passion, the wasn’t drawn towards joined the industry,” actress
ensures,
actress is all set to the art form one fine she says.
“there is a lot more
About the pro- coming up, you will
perform in a string of day. “Actually I can’t
elite festivals includ- think of a time dance duction she says it learn about it soon.”

Mushkil'
cast
all
praise for
KJo

NEW
DELHI
(KCN): Looks like
Karan Johar is gathering loads of praises
from the cast and
crew of his upcoming
flick ‘Ae Dil Hai
Mushkil.’
Fox Star Hindi
recently posted a
video showing the
ADHM cast talking
about Karan’s direction-skills and collection of moments
that went behind filming the movie.
Lead
actor
Ranbir Kapoor is
seen saying, “It feels
surreal, you know, to
be a leading man in
Karan Johar’s film.”
As the 44-yearold director appreciated a take on the set,
the 34-year-old star
completes the words
saying, “That’s what
you want.”
In the next instant,
Anushka
Sharma is heard saying, “In Karan’s films
the female characters
are always very strong
and they have a lot of
substance. I feel

Yashji also used to
have that in his films.
So it was just PERFECT.”
Cinematographer and writer, Anil
Mehta expressed in
the video that it is always a pleasure to
work with Karan because he is “easy.”
The video opens
with photographs of
monuments from
across New York,
Paris and London.
Then Karan Johar
pops right in with a
“Ready?” and is seen
putting dedicated efforts into directing
the cast and the crew.
Following this, is
a scene where a crew
writes, ‘There is no
beauty without strawberries’ on a small
temporary
black
board. ‘Ae Dil Hai
Mushkil,’ also starring Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan and Fawad
Khan is one of the
most anticipated
movies of the year
and will hit theatres
this Diwali, on October 28.

Mohanlal’s Pulimurugan hits the marquee today
TOURS & TRAVELS

MATRIMONIAL

BHUBANESWAR SATURDAY 08 OCTOBER, 2016

We provide luxury coach
buses (16,25,32,41,52
seater) for Picnic,
Excursion, Marriage.
Maa Santoshi Travels,
Contact : 9861079437
For Luxry Passanger
vehicle, Contact :
Sagasity Tours & Travels,
Acharya
Vihar,
Bhubaneswar,
Ph. 2540219

WANTED

Required Driver/Peon/
Attendant/ Aya

Please Contact-8984600400

ACCOMMODATION
WANTED
Required double/Single/ Multi
storied Bungalow type North or
East Facing Independent building At- Nayapalli, Jayadev Vihar,
V.S.S. Nagar, Mancheswar,
Rasulgarh, Sailashree Vihar,
Niladri Vihar.

Please Contact- 8338870595

Murugan doesn’t hunt
for sport, he is emotionally involved in
the act. For him it’s
part passion, part revenge. He never
shoots buried in the
greens and goes for
direct combat, taking
the wild cat down
with an unusual
method he developed.
And it’s this strange
trick that forms the
USP of Vysakh’s
Pulimurigan. “The
film is built on a novel
concept, something
that took us a couple
of years to execute
on screen. And it’s
not a film dedicated
to action aficionados,
we have blended in all
other elements to
make it a total entertainer. Along with action there is drama
and humour leaving
no frame dull or sluggish,” says the director.
With more than
two years in making
and a mammoth budget, Pulimurgan has

the superstar playing
the title role. Vysakh
agrees it’s a character
partly shouldered by
the Mohanlal’s stardom. “It’s a man who
fights a tiger and you
cannot cast any random actor to play
him. For that you
need someone with
an aura of heroism,
and when it comes of
Mohanlal he is a brilliant actor too.”
Pulimurugan ‘an
action adventure’ as
Vysakh calls it, unravels in a village bordering forest. “The villagers live in fear of
tiger attacks and the
hero is more like
their saviour,” he
says. Pulimurugan
also comes with an
impressive cast as
K a m a l i n e e
Mukherjee plays
Murugan’s wife while
Telugu star Jagapathi
Babu steps into another key role.
Makarand Deshpande,
Kishore, Lal, Suraj
Venjaramoodu, Vinu

Mohan, Bala Siddique
and Namitha are some
other names in the
list.
According to
Vyaskh it was a tiger

that was it. So in effect the entire crew
was waiting for hours
for the tiger to participate.” He says
their decision to use

number of days went
to can the tiger sequences that come to
hardly 10% of the total film. I think it will
be the first film in

nearly 20 minutes.
“Then the unique concept we used for the
tiger sequences, action choreography by
Peter Hein, cinema-

who decided the
schedule
of
Pulimurugan. “The
animal had his own
timetable and at some
days he will not be in
a mood to ‘act’. He
might cooperate for
an hour or two,
mostly early morning
or late evening and

a live tiger without
resorting to special
effects caused maximum delay in production. “Since it’s not
allowed in India we
went to a number of
countries including
South Africa, Vietnam and Thailand.
The maximum

history to feature an
original tiger-man
fight. It’s not easy to
execute a sequence
where a man fights a
fast and ferocious animal.”
He says the one
highlight of the film
will be it’s impressive climax clocking

tography, music they all are remarkable,” he says.
Pulimurugan, produced by Tomichan
Mulakuppadam under
the
banner
of
Mulakuppadam
Films, hits the marquee today.
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Government for the officers will be reimbursed by the Government of India.
The Institute of Secretariat Training and

Bhubaneswar(KCN): Union Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan today met Union
Health Minister JP
Nadda to seek
Centre’s help to State
to curb the spread of
dreaded Japanese
Encephalitis Virus
(JEV) that has
claimed lives of 38
infants in Tribal zone
of Malkangiri.
Talking to Media after meeting,
Mr.Pradhan said, “I
have requested the
Union Health Minister to lay emphasis
on cause and prevention of the vectorborne disease in the
Maoists dominated
district.’
Mr.Pradhan has
urged Mr.Nadda to
send a central team
to the district to take
stock of the situation
and take initiatives to
control the spread of
the disease.
Union Minister
Health said that he
will soon send a
team of experts to
Odisha to assess the
situation.
He suggested
the Odisha Government to try its best to
provide all sorts of
assistance in the
ground level to the

people in the JE
prone areas.
The Centre is in
contact with the
State government

over the situation. All
possible helps will
be provided to the
State at the earliest
after discussing with
the state health secretary over the issue,
Mr.Nadda said.
A fresh report

from coastal village
of Brahmagiri in
Puri District claimed
that an 11 year-old
boy, suffering from

the disease, died
there today. The report is being verified
though a team of four
doctors have been
sent to the village,
officials said.
As the State
Government mou-

nted efforts to segregate the pigs,
reared by the tribal
people, several animal were killed by

people in an apparent
frenzy as the animal
is believed to the carrier of the vector.
Veterinary, Health and District Administration officials monitored the
fumigation process

that has been initiated
in the villages from
where reports of the
disease has been received and distributed mosquito nets
to villagers.
Minister Health
& Family Welfare,
Atanu Sabyasachi
Nayak, Principal
Secretary Arti Ahuja
and Fisheries and
Animal Resource
Development Secretary Bishnupada
Sethi were monitoring the situation
regularly and issuing
directions accordingly.
Mr.Nayak said
the most important
thing for the government is to ensure
that the disease is
contained as early as
possible.
Meanwhile,
Malkangiri District
Magistrate
K
sudarshan
Chakravorty claimed that
the situation was under control while as
many as 24 children
undergoing treatment in the District
Headquarters Hospital have been discharged after cure.
He claimed that
as many as 2500
mosquito nets have
been distributed so
far and people are
made aware to use

those.
Ms.Ahuja told
Media that the State
Government will
soon launch a vaccination Program,
likely next month-to
curb the disease.
A 25-member
medical team comprising seven paediatric specialists and
veterinary doctors
are camping at
Malkangiri to provide treatment to the
affected children in
the villages.
The Health Department officials
have undertaken extensive fumigation in
the village, including
inside the houses, efforts are being made
to fumigate areas
where pig pens have
been set up by the villagers, Mosquito net
is also being provided to the residents
for use.
Team of Veterinary Officials led by
Director Veterinary
and Animal Resources Pratap K
Das is camping at
Malkangiri and assisting the Central
Team of Scientists in
curbing the spread of
JE in the Tribal
Zone.

Management (ISTM) under DoPT will be
coordinating the entire program.
Odisha Government has agreed to accommodate at least 10 Section Officers in
each batch and timing to start the training
program will be intimated by the Department
of General Administration (DoGA) to the
DoPT.
State Government will soon designate
a Nodal Officer for the purpose and the senior officer will coordinate the entire program, said sources in DoGA.
With such a program at the Union Government level initiaited, such programs are
needed to be replicated at State level.
ASOs of State Secretariat and heads of
the Departments are needed to be sent to
Gram Panchayat level so that they will have
the ground touch, and will be able to known
the filed level realities while dealing with
files, said an officer.

Even I am captain of Supreme Court
cricket team: CJI Thakur to BCCI
NEW DELHI(K-CN) tain of the Supreme
: "Even I am the cap- Court judges."
However, making
tain of the Supreme

LIC, pension funds must invest in start-ups: DIPP Secretary
New Delhi (KCN): In
order to boost startups, the government
would consider a slew
of policies that could,
among other things, enable pension funds as
well as insurance firms
such as LIC to invest in
start-ups, according to
Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) Secretary
Ramesh Abhishek.
"LIC and pension
funds must step in (in
the start-up segment).
Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation had
recently taken steps to
increase their exposure
in stock markets. So
definitely their money
needs to be leveraged
(for
start-ups),"
Abhishek said at the
World Economic
Forum's India Economic Summit 2016.
Mr. Abhishek, who
is in charge of DIPP, the
nodal Central government department for
start-ups and its related
policy 'Start-up India',
said he has personally
written to over 100
corporates to utilise
their Corporate Social
Responsibility funds for
start-ups and incubators. He said the government has already set
up a Rs 10,000 crore
Fund Of Funds, which
will in four years help

mobilise private investments worth around Rs
50,000 crore for investments into startups.
Mr. Abhishek was

India, said though insurance and pension companies have a large pool
of funds, it has so far
been very difficult for
start-ups to access that

have not been aggressive and proactive
enough regarding funding India-based startups. Ritesh Agarwal,
founder and CEO,

ing to sensitise states on
the need for supporting
start-ups and incubators
through their respective
policies. Besides, the
commerce & industry

responding to a grievance put forward by
Seedfund India Managing Partner Mahesh
Murthy that large insurance firms such as LIC
invests mainly in stock
markets and in big companies that are in sectors such as cigarettes
but not in start-ups.
Srivatsan Rajan, chairman, Bain & Company

resource due to complicated government regulations. "We need to
find a way to open it
(pension & insurance
funds) up for start-ups,"
he added.
Vijay Shekhar
Sharma, founder and
chief executive officer
(CEO), Paytm India,
said large Indian companies and investors

OYO Rooms, India,
said it was the responsibility of start-ups to
proactively inform lawmakers and government officials regarding
the need for reforms in
laws to ensure that they
are in sync with the latest developments in the
start-up sector.
Mr. Abhishek said
the Centre has been try-

ministry has asked all
the other ministries to
annually make public
their overall goods and
services requirements
and procure from startups as well. He asked
start-ups to focus on
solving problems in agriculture and manufacturing sectors and help
create employment in

those areas in addition
to their focus on services sectors.
On complaints that
online companies are
being harassed by regulators and inspectors,
Abhishek said the DIPP
has taken up such issues with the concerned
authorities. Several
such incidents are happening as the law and
law-enforcement agencies have not kept up
pace with the emerging
digital businesses, he
said.
The DIPP has
taken up with several
state governments complaints regarding local
inspectors harassing epharmacy companies
for selling medicines
online even with doctors' prescription, Mr.
Abhishek said. Similarly, the ceiling on the
number of taxi cars in
certain cities have been
troubling online taxi cab
aggregating firms, he
said, adding that such
artificial restrictions
need to be done away
with to help start-ups in
the segment flourish.
"There should not be
any regulations that will
choke the start-up ecosystem," Mr. Abhishek
said.

Court cricket team,"
Chief Justice T S
Thakur today observed
after BCCI defended its
President Anurag
Thakur's qualification to
be a office bearer of the
cash-rich body.
The observation by
the Chief Justice came
after the bench, which
also comprised Justices
A M Khanwilkar and D
Y Chandrachud, asked
about the qualification
of the BCCI officebearers.
"What is the qualification for the office
bearers? Do they have
any special or essential
qualification? Is the
President of BCCI a
politician," the bench
asked.
Responding to the
query, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, who was
representing BCCI,
said that Thakur was a
cricketer.
Interrupting, senior
advocate
Gopal
Subramaniam, who is
assisting as an amicus
curaie, said "we all have
played cricket".
Taking objection to
his remarks, Sibal said,
"Thakur was a serious
cricketer".
At this point, the
CJI said, "I am the cap-

the deliberations serious, Sibal said "the
president (of BCCI)
had played Ranji trophy
match and domestic
cricket for Himachal
Pradesh".
"You are making
fun of him," Sibal told
Subramaniam, maintaining that "he happens
to be a serious cricketer".
Cutting short the
arguments, the bench
said, "They are not having any specialised
qualification to be office
bearers. They have to
be elected."
Later, the Cricket
Association of Bihar
also took a dig at the
cricketing career of
Thakur, saying he had
only played one Ranji
trophy match as captain
of Himachal Pradesh
against Jammu and
Kashmir and that was
perhaps to make a way
into cricket administration.
At this, the CJI
said he comes from a
small state and perhaps
"Himachal Pradesh
plays with a state like
mine, that is Jammu and
Kashmir,
and
neighbouring Uttrakhand."
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Make a decision and back it, real
essence of a captain: Skipper Kohli

learnt a lot from
Dhoni seeing the
way he made decisions. They might
have been right or
wrong but to convince yourself to
make one decision
and go forward with
it; I think that is the
essence of being a
captain," Kohli told
BCCI.TV.
Kohli
takes
pride in donning the
whites and feels that
the leadership responsibility has
made him a much
better cricketer.
"It is an honour
to be leading the Test
team for the country.
It is something that I
take a lot of pride in.
To be a Test cricketer for starters and
then to lead a Test
side; for me it is
paramount," he said.
"That extra responsibility helped

would have been.
"For me it is an
honour to be able to
wear whites and step
on to that field for
India. The way Test
cricket tests you,
nothing else can,"
Kohli said.
At 27, Kohli
captained India to the
numero uno position
in Test cricket and
his hunger for success can be gauged
from the fact that he
and his team mates
share a common
goal -- sustained excellence.
"We want to be a
world class team and
there is no doubt
about it in anyone's
head. You don't think
about being number
one when you begin
as captain but you
obviously want to be
on top in whatever
format you play and
that is all that we

sponsibility of making sure that we play
well as a Test team is
something that gives
me lot of pride and I
enjoy that. It is a
challenge for you to
test yourself and be
able to take other
players along and go
towards one goal;
which I think I have
been put in to is a
position of privilege
rather than a position
of pressure," Kohli
said. "To become a
great player, you
need to play great as
a team and then your
performances count.
That is our aim.
"Obviously
there will be ups and
downs and you will
feel the heat and take
criticism and negative things along the
way. But that is what
it is all about, that
builds character," he
added.

CMYK

boasts of an impressive record as captain since taking
over the reigns of Indian Test team two
years ago and the
right-hander feels
the essence of being
a leader lies in taking
bold decisions and
backing it to the hilt
without thinking
about consequences.
Under Kohli's
leadership, India has
won nine Tests out of
16 matches and lost
only two with other
five ending in draws.
As a skipper, the aggressive Delhi batsman is yet to lose a
Test at home.
By his own admission, Kohli has
been an admirer of
his
predecessor
Mahendra Singh
Dhoni's leadership
abilities.
"Decision making
is very hard at times
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"To have the re-

LONDON (KCN):
The International
Tennis Federation
(ITF) has blasted
Maria Sharapova
after she said that
the governing body
was attempting to
make an example
of her during her
bitter doping ban.
The 29-yearold Russian superstar, who had a twoyear suspension
slashed to 15
months on Tuesday
by the Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS), also said
the ITF exhibited a
lack of neutrality
in the dispute.
In an interview
with the US broadcaster PBS the
world's highestearning sportswoman was asked
that as a former

world number one
and five-time major winner, if the
ITF was trying to
make an example
of her.
"I never wanted
to believe that, but
I am starting to
think that," said the
Russian.
"I got a 24month suspension,
but they (the ITF)
wanted four years
for me."
But the London-based ITF hit
back yesterday, defending its procedures and the tribunal which originally handed down
a two-year ban after
Sharapova
tested positive for
meldonium at the
Australian Open in
January.
"The ITF did

not 'try to ban Ms
Sharapova for four
years'. The ITF
took the position
that it is the inde-

from the governing
body released to
the British Press
Association.
"This included

programme
-which are the same
as those in the
WADA code -- for
a

pendent tribunal's
responsibility to
determine what the
appropriate sanction should be,"
said a statement

the decision as to
whether
Ms
Sharapova met the
requirements set
out in the tennis
anti-doping

reduction from the
default four-year
suspension for the
use of a non-specified substance
such
as

meldonium."
Sharapova also
claimed the ITF
were not neutral in
their deliberations.
"I
went
through the ITF
hearing, which was
in front of an arbitration (panel)
which was chosen
by the ITF," she
said.
"I am at a hearing (in London)
knowing
the
people I am speaking to were chosen
by the people that
I am actually in a
fight with.
"They call that
neutral? That is not
neutral. CAS is
neutral and this is
what CAS has
awarded to me."
The ITF hit
back in their statement, insisting that

Sharapova and her
legal team had the
right to object to
any member of the
independent tribunal.
"The members
of the independent
tribunal, which
consisted of a barrister as chairman
and medical and
scientific experts
as co-members,
are appointed by
t h e I T F, " t h e i r
statement
added.
"However, Ms
Sharapova's legal
team was given the
opportunity to object to any member
of that tribunal,
and they agreed in
writing that they
had no such objection."
Sharapova had
admitted using

meldonium for 10
years to help treat
illnesses, a heart
issue and a magnesium deficiency.
She said she
was
unaware
though that the
substance had been
added to the
banned list by the
World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA)
on January 1,
shortly before her
positive test.
The CAS decision
means
Sharapova will be
able to return to
action on the WTA
Tour next April.
She will, however, be back on
court as soon as
next Monday when
she takes part in a
fundraiser event in
Las Vegas.
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