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Rayagada (KCN):
Rayagada, one of the
112 Aspirational Dis-

trict has been ranked
14th by the NITI
Aayog, thanks to
dogged pursuit of the
District Administra-
tion Team ably

NITI ranks Rayagada high
guided by Pramod
Kumar Behera, Dis-
trict Collector.

Central Prabhari Of-
ficer for Rayagada,
Satyabrat Sahu, Ad-
ditional Secretary in
Government of India
is happy over the suc-

cess as the District
has jumped from the
position of 94th in

April, 2018 to 14thin
December, 2019.
Mr.Sahu, a sensitive
mandarin has moved
in Rayagada time and
again to review vari-

ous parameters and
during last 20
months, he visited 8

times across the dis-
trict and guided the
District Administra-
tion, which has re-
sulted in improve
See page-7

Lotter y: One-year-old Indian baby
wins USD 1 million in UAE raffle draw

DUBAI(KCN): A
one-year-old Indian
baby boy in the
UAE, whose father
purchased a lottery
ticket in his name,
won a jackpot of
USD 1 million in a
monthly raffle draw
here, media reports
said on Wednesday.
Mohammad Salah's
father Ramees
Rahman has been
participating in the
Dubai Duty-Free

promotions for a
year now and bought
the winning ticket
number 1319 online
in Series 323 under
his son's name, the
Gulf News reported.
The news of
Rahman's ticket's
lucky draw was an-
nounced on Tues-
day.
"I am extremely de-
lighted of this great
news and I thank
Dubai Duty-Free for

this amazing promo-
tion. My son's future
is now well se-
cured," Ramees was
quoted as saying in
the report.
Many Indians have
got lucky in such
lucky draws in the
UAE.
Last year, an Indian
farmer, who re-
turned home after
failing to find a job
in Dubai, won over
USD 4 million in the

raffle, the tickets of
which he bought
with the money bor-
rowed from his wife.
In Tuesday's lucky
draw, three other
people won a luxury
vehicle when their
tickets were drawn in
the Finest Surprise
Promotions' draw
held on Tuesday at
Concourse D of
Dubai International
Airport, the Khaleej
Times reported.

Bar associations call for dawn-to-dusk bandh demanding High court in Western Odisha
S A M B A L P U R /
ROURKELA(KCN):
Normal life was
thrown out of gear in
Sambalpur, Sun-
dargarh and Balangir
towns on Wednesday
following the dawn-
to-dusk Western
Odisha bandh called
by bar associations
demanding the estab-
lishment of a High
Court bench in the
region.
The bandh evoked
spontaneous response
in Sambalpur where
the lawyers protested
the Odisha Bar
Council’s recommen-
dation to the Bar
Council of India
(BCI) to take disci-
plinary action against
the agitating bar asso-
ciations of the West-
ern Odisha.

State and central gov-
ernment offices, edu-
cational institutions,
shops, markets, busi-
ness establishments
remained closed in

the three western
Odisha districts due
to the agitation. Ve-
hicular movement
was disrupted across
the districts while
train services were af-
fected as bandh activ-

ists staged a rail-roko
at Sambalpur railway
station.
President of District
Bar Association
(DBA), Sambalpur,

Bijitendriya Pradhan
said the Central Ac-
tion Committee
(CAC) of All Western
Odisha Bar Associa-
tion (AWOBA) had
demanded that the
State Government

should submit a com-
prehensive proposal
for the establishment
of High Court bench
in Western Odisha by
August 30 last year.

"The State Govern-
ment is yet to initiate
any step in this re-
gard, which forced
the CAC to intensify
its stir in the region.
We also condemn the
See page-7

Puri temple rituals, practices to stay: SJTA
BHUBANESWAR(K-
CN):  The heritage
corridor plan for Puri
will not alter or
change existing ritu-
als or practices of
Shree Jagannath
Temple. The corridor
plan, which is likely
to be finalised by
March end or April
first week, was dis-

cussed at a meeting
here under the chair-

manship of Gajapati
Dibyasingha Deb.
Chief Administrator

of Shree Jagannath
Temple Administra-

tion (SJTA) Krishan
Kumar said key
stakeholders raised

their concerns regard-
ing the draft Puri
Heritage Corridor
plan released last
month by Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik.
The families residing
close to Puri Temple
as well as servitors
had anticipated that
once the structure in
See page-7

Mahtab demands plan-
etarium in Cuttack
CUTTACK(KCN):
Lok Sabha member
Bhartruhari Mahtab
has sought setting up
of a planetarium in the
city in view of the his-
torical importance of
the erstwhile capital of
Odisha. In a letter to
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik,
Mahtab urged him to
set up the facility near
the State Maritime
Museum here. De-
scribing the historical
importance of the city,
he said it was in
Cuttack where famous
Pathani Samant
proved his mettle and
his book Siddhant
Darpan was recog-
nised as a worthy
piece of science. “As
the Government is
contemplating to con-
struct eight planetari-
ums in different parts
of the State, Cuttack
should get the prior-
ity,” Mahtab said in
his letter.He proposed
to establish the plan-
etarium on Mahanadi
river bed adjacent to
Odisha Maritime Mu-
seum.


