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PARIS (KCN):  Re-
porters Without Bor-

ders called Monday
on Myanmar's leader
Aung San Suu Kyi to
free two Reuters jour-
nalists jailed for
seven years in a case
seen as a major blow

Press freedom group urges Aung San Suu Kyi to free Reuters reporters
for press freedom.

Also Read UN

calls for release of
jailed journalists;
Reuters denounces
'false charges' de-
signed to 'intimidate'
press

In a statement,

the Paris-based media
rights watchdog con-

demned the sentenc-
ing of Wa Lone, 32,
and Kyaw Soe Oo,
28, as a "dark day for
press freedom in
Myanmar.

"This grossly un-

fair ruling, coming at
the end of a sham

trial, clearly calls into
question Myanmar's
democratic transi-
tion," the watchdog's
secretary-general
Christophe Deloire
said in a statement in

French.
"The justice sys-

tem clearly being at
the beck and call (of
the government) in
this affair, we call on
the highest authori-
ties in the land, start-
ing with the head of
government Aung
San Suu Kyi, to free
these journalists,
whose only crime
was to do their job",
he added.

The case of Wa
Lone and Kyaw Soe
Oo has sparked an
outcry among the in-
ternational commu-
nity, being seen as an
attempt to muzzle re-
porting on last year's
crackdown by
Myanmar's security
forces on the
Rohingya Muslim
minority in Rakhine
State.

The two were ac-
cused of breaching
state secrets law

while reporting on
the extrajudicial kill-
ing of 10 Rohingya
Muslims in a Rakhine
village.

Reporters With-
out Borders ranks
Myanmar 137th out
of 180 countries in its
2018 press freedom
index.

Deloire specifi-
cally took aim at Suu
Kyi, who has dis-
mayed many long-
time foreign support-
ers by failing to
criticise the military's
anti-Rohingya cam-
paign.

Also Read |
Reuters reporters
jailed for seven years
in Myanmar in 'state
secrets' case "The
Nobel Peace laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi
backs up the massa-
cres and now backs
up the oppression of
the press," he tweeted
in English.

Mahesh Bhatt unveils new poster of 'Jalebi'
NEW DELHI (K-
CN): Mahesh Bhatt
unveiled the poster of
his upcoming pro-
duction, 'Jalebi', and
it has surely left the
audience wanting for
more.
\ The poster sees
'Mere Dad Ki Maruti'
fame Rhea
Chakraborty hanging
out of a train window
to kiss debutant
Varun Mitra.

Bhatt took to
Instagram to share the
poster and wrote
alongside, "In this
changing shifting
world where the old
stories have collapsed
and no new story has
yet emerged to re-
place them comes a
story of everlasting
love. Here is the
#JalebiPoster."

Directed by
debutant director
Pushpdeep Bhardwaj
and produced by
Mahesh Bhatt, the
film is slated to hit the
silver screen on Oc-
tober 12 this year.
(ANI)

'Paper Boy' movie review: A simple love story gone wrong
Movie: Paper Boy
Director: Jaya
Shankar

Cast:  Santosh
Shobhan, Riya
Suman, Tanya Hope

Rating: 2.5/5
Rich girl, poor

boy: this is probably
the oldest concept in
the book and yet
somehow finds rel-
evance in the current
scenario. Based on
just that is the movie
Paper Boy. Ironically
however, even this
workable trope feels
outdated and
lacklustre for simple
reasons in this film.
 Megha (Tanya
Hope) who finds out
that she doesn’t have
too long to live due to
a fatal disease, be-

lieves that she was
born for a purpose.
She chances upon
Ravi (Santosh
Shobhan), a paper
boy’s diary and as she
reads it starts his love
story. Ravi falls in
love with Dharani
(Riya Suman) after
finding that she
shares similar ideolo-
gies as him through
the books that they
pick up in the
colony’s library. They
meet, friendship hap-
pens, and over a seri-
ous of tedious mon-
tages and mono-
logues, love happens.

They break up
due to Ravi’s hurt
pride when Dharani
lies to her friends that
he is a software engi-

neer. While that con-
stitutes the first half,
the second half has its
own set of conflicts
and resolutions until
Megha interferes to
change their lives.
The film leaves you
with a lot of ques-
tions. Why did they

break up the first
time? How exactly
did the “misunder-
standing” get re-

solved? What was
Dharani’s noble “in-
tention” behind lying
to her friends about
Ravi, upon realising
which he goes run-
ning to Kerala to
apologise to her?
Why did Ravi take
such a horrifyingly

extreme decision?
But it looks like logic
is something that was
meant to get washed

away in all the heavy
emotion.

Those emotions
however were sin-
cere. You would
cheer for the impos-
sible love to be ful-
filled but would also
understand the reality
that is evident. The
pair do share a few
sweet moments that
would really make
you smile, but the rest
is pretty much a
melodramatic blur.

Paper Boy is old-
fashioned to say the
least. Proof of that
was the force-fitted
comedy track of
Bithiri Sathi which
has absolutely no rel-
evance to the story.
The film needed a
boost of updation.

And updated does not
mean dropping obso-
lete references of cab
services, e-papers and
apps.

It means doing
away with needless
fat jokes at the cost of
artistes like Vidyu
Raman. Speaking of
artistes, Santosh,
Riya and even the
supporting cast per-
formed well in a few
intense scenes. But it
almost seemed like
nothing more was
asked of them. Paper
Boy is indeed a
simple and sweet
love story albeit bur-
dened by the so-
called commercial el-
ements. If only it was
as honest as it was
played out to be..


