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Santhu... is out-and-out Yash's show
Film : Santhu
Straight Forward
Cast: Yash, Radhika
Pandit, Devaraj,
Shyaam, Anant
Director: Mahesh
Rao

Santhu Staight

Foward is a perfect
example of a com-
mercial film. It fol-
lows a safe storyline
-- boy meets girl
story, and with a
litt le help from

friends and a loving
family, the two end
up together. All a
steady march to-
wards a happy end-
ing.

Though it is a
tried and tested tem-

plate, this sti l l
makes for a one-time
watch because Yash
keeps the show go-
ing. The title charac-
ter Santhu is a care-
free youngster, who

believes in being
straight forward and
his parents are proud
of their son's open
nature.

Enter Ananya
(Radhika Pandit) an
architecture student

and it is love at first
sight for Santhu. But
his dreams suffer a
crushing blow when
he gets to know
Ananya is engaged
to Deva (Shyaam) a

builder and her ma-
ternal uncle. The rest
of the story is
whether Santhu
plans to propose to
Ananya and how he
wins her over.

D i r e c t o r

Mahesh Rao, who
has also written the
story, did scream
from the roof top
that his film
Santhu Straight For-
ward is an original

ADHM and Shivaay still in the competition

BT Exclusive! Nadira
Zaheer Babbar

Bombay (KCN):
Nadira Zaheer

Babbar will soon be
seen enacting both
her mother and her-
self in a play to be
featured at the Prithvi
Theatre Festival.

The soon-to-be
70 actress wishes to
do everything she

hasn't done till date in
her life. In an exclu-

sive chat with
Bombay Times, she
opens up on finally
being able to write a
play on her mother
and work with
Makarand Desh-
pande at the same
time.

Deepika Padukone’s
fierce Serena avatar
in her Hollywood de-
but ‘xXx: The Return
of Xander Cage’ is a
treat to our eyes.

Paramount Pic-
tures recently re-
leased the latest
trailer of the action-
adventure film star-
ring Vin Diesel in the
lead. The 30-year old
actress is seen in a
bold look and her ac-
tion sequences give
us the chance to see a
different side of the
‘Piku’ star in this new
trailer of the film.

For the Indian au-
dience, Paramount
Pictures India also re-
leased the trailer in
Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu.

The movie also
stars Donnie Yen,
Samuel L. Jackson,
Tony Jaa, Nina
Dobrev, Ruby Rose,
Rory McCann, Kris
Wu and Ariadna
Gutiérrez. Directed
by D.J. Caruso, ‘xXx:
The Return of Xander
Cage’ is slated to hit
the big screens on
January 20, 2017.

Deepika stuns in lat-
est trailer of 'xXx

Bombay (KCN):
‘Mental Manadhil’
from OK Kanmani,
‘Mei Nigara’ from 24,
and now, ‘The
Breakup Song’ from
Ae Dil Hai Mushkil...
Jonita Gandhi is on the
crest of a wave. Over
telephone from
Mumbai, the 27-year-
old says with a laugh,
“My phone has been
buzzing with mes-
sages ever since the
(‘Breakup’) song re-
leased. Many were
quite surprised when
they came to know
that I had sung it. I am
not sure why.” As for
Jonita, it was one of
the most fun projects
that she had done. “We
were partying and re-
cording… it was dra-
matic,” she says.

Jonita has a lot on
her plate, from record-
ing for movies to per-
forming live gigs. But
she also talks about a
dream that she has
been holding on to for

sometime now. “Writ-
ing music... I want to
sing something that I
have written from
scratch. How cool
would that be,” she
says, a little lost in
thought. “I have writ-
ten in the past, but I am
just very picky. So I
am not sure whether
many of those will see
the light of day,” she
adds after a pause.

Meanwhile, she is
consciously making
sure that her YouTube
channel (Jonita Music
has over half a lakh
followers) thrives –
given that’s where she
began her journey as a
musician. “I used to
record my song vid-
eos, all covers, on my
phone and post them,”
she recalls. Later, as
her channel continued
to gain visitors, she
started making profes-
sional videos, self-
produced videos and
collaborating with dif-
ferent artistes. “This

was way back in 2011,
and that’s how far I
could reach
Bollywood from
Toronto. But it helped
me get a foot in the
door, as several music
composers recognised
me, and next thing I
know, I was doing a
tour with Sonu Nigam
in North America,”
she says. Following
the tour, Jonita de-
buted in Bollywood
with Chennai Express.

“T ill then, I had
only performed in live
shows. I hadn’t re-
corded a Bollywood
song from scratch.
Understanding and
learning a composi-
tion on the spot was
new to me. So I was
extremely nervous,”
she recalls. The first
song she recorded was
the title song of
Chennai Express for
Vishal-Shekhar. “The
song was already
done, and the male
voice was by SPB sir.

There was a small part
in the song that fea-

tures Deepika
Padukone in the visu-

als and they wanted a
female voice. I just
happened to be around
then, so they told me
to try it out, and it all
came out well,” she
says.

She was then spot-
ted by A.R. Rahman,
with whom she
worked on the album
Raunaq and Tamil
film OK Kanmani,
among others. “I was
in Chennai once, so he
asked me to come to
his studio and record
in Tamil. Thankfully, I
had people around me
who really supported
me. I had no idea how
well I was singing the
words. I had to rely
completely on who-
ever was directing the
videos to visually set
everything right,” she
says with a laugh. “On
my first trip to
Chennai, while work-
ing with Rahman sir, I
had no idea who we
were recording for.

No break for the ‘Breakup Song’ singer

script and not a re-
make. Sadly, the plot
not only carries the
thread from  Tamil
f i lm, Vaalu,  but
also sees other ele-
ments that are bor-
rowed — scenes

f rom other  lan-
guages and of well
known films such
as Di lwale
Dulhaniya Le
Jayenge and 3 Idi-
o ts .  Having sa id
that, the director.


