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Visakha Express chugs away with AC coaches,
gets separated from other bogies in Odisha

BHUBANESWAR(K-
CN): Secunderabad-

bound Visakha Ex-
press had a close
shave after some of

its coaches got sepa-
rated from the engine

while it was leaving
Balugaon railway sta-
tion in Khurda dis-

trict of the state on
Saturday.

Sources said the
engine of the
B h u b a n e s w a r-

Secunderabad Ex-
press train moved
with only AC coaches
leaving behind all
other bogies. A major
mishap averted as the
loco pilot stopped the
train after he noticed
a drop in the pressure
required to pull bo-
gies.

“We arrived at
Balugaon nearly 25
minutes late. The
train rolled with only
AC coaches as other
bogies were left be-
hind. For a moment
See page-7

BJP stages protest over work allocation fraud

PARADIP(KCN):
BJP workers on Fri-
day staged demon-
stration in front of the
Paradip Municipality
office alleging large-
scale irregularities
and corruption in al-
location of works for
the upcoming
Kalinga Baliyatra.

They alleged that
various works of the
fair, scheduled to be
held from November
11 to 17 at Biju
Maidan here, have
been allocated ille-
gally without open-
ing of the tender bids.

To make
Baliyatra more attrac-

tive this year, Paradip
Municipality had in-
vited tenders from re-
puted firms for erec-
tion of stalls, gates,
tents, printing of ban-
ners, installation of
sound and light sys-
tems and other re-
lated works on Octo-
ber 25. The last date

of receipt of sealed
bids is November 2
till 1 pm. Similarly,
the bids will be
opened on the same
day at 3.30 pm.

Local BJP leader
Subrat Kumar
Pradhan alleged that
though a day is still
See page-7

Fishermen net rare catch
KENDRAPARA(K-

CN): A 12kg Peacock
Bass, considered a

rare catch, was netted

by fishermen from
Talachua in the sea on

Thursday night.“We

had cast nets in the
sea for our daily
catch. While pulling
out the nets, we
realised that a rare
fish was trapped.
Once on board, it was
found that a Peacock
Bass, locally known
as ‘Mayur Macha’
had been netted,” said
Madan Debanath
who caught the fish.

News of the catch
spread like wildfire at
the fishing harbour. A
fish exporter from
Paradip purchased
the fish for its medici-
nal value by paying
`1,000 per
kg.Peacock Bass
(Cichla) is a genus of
large cichlids, diurnal
and predatory fresh-
water fish native to
the Amazon and
Orinoco basins as
well as rivers of

Guianas in tropical

South America. The
fish is rarely found in
Bay of Bengal. Pea-
cock bass are impor-
tant food fish and also
considered game fish.

The largest spe-
cies in the genus, the
speckled Peacock
Bass reaches, up to 13
kg in weight and one
metre in length. They
exhibit a spot on their
tail fins that re-
sembles the eyes on a
peacock’s tail feath-
ers. The International
Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature
(IUCN) has not in-
vestigated the conser-
vation status of any
Peacock Bass spe-
cies. Therefore, they
do not appear on its
red list, said Joint Di-
rector (marine), Fish-
eries department
Pratap Rout.

India eliminated big reason behind terror-
ism, separatism: PM Modi in Bangkok
BANGKOK:  India
has eliminated a big
reason behind sowing

of seeds of terrorism
and separatism,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said
here on Saturday, in a

clear reference to ab-
rogation of Article
370 from Jammu and

Kashmir and
reorganising of the
state.

Addressing the
Indian diaspora here,

prime minister Modi
said his government
was working to fulfil

those aims that
seemed impossible.

"You are aware
that India has decided
to eliminate a big rea-

son behind sowing of
seeds of terrorism and
separatism," Modi
said.

"When decision
is right, its echo is
heard across the
globe. And I can hear
it in Thailand as
well," he said at the
'Sawasdee PM Modi'
event.

ALSO READ:
India has put forward
reasonable proposals
for RCEP deal, says
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

Modi also re-
ceived a standing
ovation after he re
See page-7

Signing RCEP, says will be 'body blow'
to economy, cautions Sonia Gandhi

NEW DELHI(K-
CN): Congress Presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi
said here on Saturday
that any decision by
the Modi government
to sign the Regional

Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership
Agreement (RCEP)
will be a "body blow"
to economy of the
country and will
See page-7


