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Rishi Girl On Police Radar Stern warning on Bird Flu
Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Commissionerate Police today claimed to have
identified the girl
friend of engineering
student Ashutosh
Mohanty alias Rishi
even as Mahila Congress activists continued their protest today in front of the
Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation
office here demanding the sacking and
arrest of Mayor
Ananta Narayan Jena
who is alleged to
have featured in a sex
CD and involved in
the ‘murder’ of Rishi.
Twin City Commissioner
YB
Khurania told Media
Men that the girl
friend of Rishi, who
is claimed to have
shot the video of the
Mayor in a compromising pose with a
woman, has been
identified.
“She will soon be
called for questioning,” Mr.Khurania
said adding all those
alleged to be involved in the incident
will also be quizzed.
The activists of

the women wing of
the Congress today
continued their in
front of the BMC
Headquarters by
squatting and setting

on fire an effigy of the
Mayor.
Even as the Police Commissioner
asserted that all
angles in both the episodes are being
probed by sleuths,
credence was laid to
murmuring in the political corridors that
Mayor Mr.Jena may
have to face investigators to come clean

in the issue.
Meanwhile, Sourabh, a friend of the
deceased student
Rishi, reiterated his
demand that the girl

friend be quizzed to
bring forth the facts
relating to the
student’s death.
Sourabh, has
been twice recorded
his statement with the
police in the case.
Mr. Jena, notably,
has denied his involvement in both the
issues and asserted
before media that the
person in the CD was

not him. The BJP too
claimed that the video
was shot by the
daughter of the
woman shown in the
CD. The party had
ensured shot down of
State Capital on December 21 from dawn
to dusk to demand the
sacking and arrest of
Jena for his involvement. Sources in BJD
had maintained that
the distance between
Jena – a General Secretary of BJD -- and
Chief Minister and
BJD
supremo
Naveen Patnaik has
widened in the past
two weeks.
If the sources are
to be believed, the
days of Mr.Jena as
Mayor appear numbered as the BJD
Supremo has to take
a immediate call on
the issue in view of
the
ensuing
panchayat elections
in the State to salvage
some lost image due
to the expose’ notwithstanding the alleged show of
strength by Mr.Jena
immediately after the
telecast of the CD by
different channels

and his defamation
suits against National
Student Union President Itish Pradhan
and owner of news
portal niankhunta.
com Pradeep Pandey.
Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
also has ‘advised’ the
Chief
Minister
against ‘shielding’
the tainted Mayor.
The sex CD, purportedly featuring the
Mayor, went viral on
December 15 and issue figured in the
State
Assembly
which was in session
then.Commissionerate
Police today claimed
to have identified the
girl friend of engineering
student
Ashutosh Mohanty
alias Rishi even as
Mahila Congress activists continued their
protest today in front
of the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation office here demanding the sacking
and arrest of Mayor
Ananta Narayan Jena
who is alleged to
have featured in a sex
CD and involved in
the ‘murder’ of Rishi

Bhubaneswar (KCN): Apparently
alarmed by the Japanese Encephalitis
deaths in Malkangiri
district recently,
State Government
today issued stern
warning to villagers
of
Kerang
in
Khordha district
where H5N1 bird flu
virus has been found
to hand over their
birds to the Culling
Team or face stern
action.
According to
Khurdha district officials the villagers
should do it suo moto
as the virus is likely
to cause damage and
pose threat to the
lives of young children.
The warning said
action will be taken
against those who try
to hide the birds from
the Culling Team.
“The Rapid Action Force team will
search every house
and if infected birds
are found they will
be taken to task.
These people will
also lose the compensation amount
announced by the

government,” the officials said.
Meanwhile, Secretary Fisheries and

areas of the State.
Notably, specialist teams began culling of chickens,

Animal Resources
Department Bishnupada Sethi allayed
fears of the disease in
other areas of the
State.
Mr.Sethi told
Media Men, “The virus has been pinpointed to Keranga
village only and
there is no need for
people in other areas
to panic.”
The Secretary
also said it is safe to
consume chicken
meat and egg in other

ducks, pigeons and
other birds on Tuesday. But the operation was stalled following protest from
the villagers who demanded culling at a
poultry farm on the
outskirt of the village
first.
The State Government is offering
Rs 90 per bird while
Red Cross is offering
Rs 25 per bird to help
the villagers offset
their loss.

“Odisha PR Elections” Defy Logic: Due to
“Chatu Ainsha, Benta Niramisha” Attitude
Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The State Election
Commission (SEC) of
Odisha is going to

conduct the 3-tier
Panchayat Elections in
February, 2017. The
Freethought Party of
India is deeply shocked
to know the gross
illogicalities
&
incongruities that have
been thoughtlessly
crept into the rules and
regulations for the
conduct of the said
elections. The Odia
saying : “Chatu
Ainsha,
Benta
Niramisha” (the lower
part of the kitchen
utensil that helps in
preparing fried items of
food is called chatu in
Odia). The substance of
this Odia saying is very
much there when one
scans the election rules
according to which the
Ward Members of the
GP, the Sarpanch
thereof, the Panchayat
Samiti Members and

Members of the Zilla
Parishad are elected.
According to the rules
there would be no
Name of the Party or
Party Symbol for
anyone who contests for
the post of a Ward
Member / Sarpanch /
Panchayat
Samiti
Member.
But
surprisingly, the Name
of the Party and the
Party Symbol are quite
good or quite OK at the
level of Zilla Parishad
Elections.
The voters are the
same. It would be clear
from
the
SEC
Notification
as
published in the Odisha
Gazette
dated
15.07.2016 that has
notified the colour of the
Ballot Paper of different
categories to be used in
the General Elections to
the Panchayat Raj
Institutions (PRIs) in
2017. The colour of the
Ballot Paper for the
Ward Member is “Blue”
while for the Sarpanch
it is “Yellow”. “Pink”
is the colour of the
Ballot Paper for
someone contesting for
the post of a Panchayat
Samiti Member. For the
Zilla Parishad candidate
it is of “White” colour.
Thus a voter has got
four votes to cast. For
three posts, he has to
have a partyless mind.

But the same voter has
to have a Party mind
while voting for the post
of
Zillaparishad
member. Quite naturally
the voter is asked to
conduct himself /
herself in an illogical
manner.
For the good of the
Indian Democracy and
for the good of the
young people anxious to
emerge as Political
Leaders at the Rural
Level, Political Parties
with their ideological
platforms, Aims and
Objectives should be
given the freedom to
operate at grass-root
level. Commitment to
Equality, Freedom of
Speech and Expression.
Love for Human
Dignity, Yearning for
Scientific-cumHumanistic Outlook
should be cultivated on
the part of each and
every voter. Particularly,
all these qualities should
be cultivated by all
those who would like to
work as People’s
Representatives at the
GP level , Panchayt
Samiti Level. For
strange
reasons,
Political Parties have
been barred to put up
their candidates at the
GP level, and at the
Panchayat Samiti Level.
This is termed as
Partyless Democracy.

Pseudo-intellectuals,
often quoting JP and
Gandhiji, stand for
Partyless Democracy.
But such people do not
feel ashamed to have
Party Democracy at the
Zilla Parishad Level.
FPI is totally
opposed to this illogical
& bogus dichotomy. It
pleads that all Political
Parties should be given
the freedom to carry our
their legitimate political
activities from the
Village Level upward.
If they can do so at the
urban and semi-urban
areas, why should they
be prevented from doing
the same in the rural
localities ?
A voter can take
membership of a
Political Party whether
he lives in an urban or
rural area. But he can
not say so publicly if he
is contesting the post of
the Ward Member /
Sarapanch / Panchayat
Samiti Member. But if
he is contesting for the
post of a Zilla Parishad
Member then he can
take the name of his
Political Party. This
Political Unethicality
and Hypocrisy should
be given a goodbye.
“Political Identity” of a
voter does not amount
to any act of criminality.
Political education on
secular
lines
is

necessary to bring an
end to casteism and
social inequality.
Pseudo-intellectuals say that the Entry
of Political Parties at the
GP and Samiti Elections
would disturb the peace
and unity of the rural
life. This is a wrong
premise.
Rather,
Political Parties would

one more illogicality
that needs to be pointed
out. In Digital India of
Prime Minister Modi’s
dream and emphasis,
why should a candidate
for the post of Sarpanch
or Panchayat Samiti in
a small locality of a
Grampachayat
be
required to spend Rs.
80,000/-?. How many

Odisha’s 3-Tier PR (Panchayat Raj)
Elections Ridden with Incongruities &
Lack in Democratic Logicalities:
Cause of Democracy is being ill-served at
the Grass-root Level Because of
incongruities and illogicalities : Indian
Democracy at the Rural Level should be
100% inclusive and direct
upgrade the Political
Consciousness of the
Rural Voters and their
level of understanding
would go up because of
free play of ideas
through facilities like
TV channels and greater
degree
of
rural
connectivities. Social
Media is not confined to
the urbanites. It has
pervaded over and
penetrated into the
Rural Areas.
Hence the “Chatu
Ainsha,
Benta
Niramisha” business
should be totally
eliminated at the
Panchayat and Samiti
level elections. There is

voters are there in a
Grampanchayat ? In
Odisha
a
Grampanchayat
is
roughly having 3836
voters. Permission to
spend such a huge
amount in the election is
beyond comprehension.
Rather it is an invitation
to bribe the voters in
cash or kind. Similarly,
why should a candidate
contesting for the post
of a member of Zilla
Parishad be permitted
to spend Rs, 2 lakhs?. It
indirectly puts a
premium on rich people
to stand as candidates
for posts of Sarpanchas,
/ Panchayat Samiti /

Zilla
Parishad
Members.
There is one more
incongruity in the whole
system of PR Elections
at the GP Level. The
Sarapanch is directly
elected. But the NaibSarpach is to be elected
by the votes of the
elected Ward Members.
Each indirect election
breeds corruption. One
who can buy more than
50% of the Ward
Members can easily
become the NaibSarpach. Besides, there
is no provision for direct
election for the post of
the Chairman of the
Panchayat Samiti. Nor
is there any such
provision for the
Chairman of the Zilla
Parishad. Why should
not we promote strong
political leadership at
the Samiti Level and at
the Zilla Parishad Level.
Both the Chairman and
Vice-Chairman of the
Panchayat Samiti and
both the Chairman and
Vice-Chairman of the
Zilla Parishad should be
directly elected on Party
Symbols. Political
corruption that happens
in indirect election
should be brought to
zero.
FPI pleads that
Elections for the PRI
Institutions should be
conducted with a

minimal
budget
reasonably fixed by
ethically committed
authorities of the SEC
and GA Department of
Government of Odisha.
The system of election
should be not on the
FPTP model but on the
model
of
PR
(Proportional Representation) System of
Election as it is there in
countries like South
Africa, Nepal etc. This
is required to make
Indian Democracy at the
rural level 100%
inclusive. Elections to
the posts of Sarpanch /
Naib Sarpanch / Samiti
Chairman / Vice
Chairman,
Zilla
Parishad chairman /
vice-Chairman should
be “Presidential and
director and each
Political Party should
have a pair of candidates
on the Model of the
USA, so as to avoid
post-Election Manipulation and Corruption
by
Party
high
Commands
and,
accordingly,
the
Constitution of India
and
laws
made
thereunder should be
amended for full scale
uniformity all for full
scale uniformity all over
India,
adds Party
General Secretary B.
Ramchandra
CST
Voltaire.
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Laila O Laila tops music awards list
Sunny Leone’s Laila
O Laila song from

the world. The Raees
song, Laila O Laila

sources are to be believed, Laila O laila

Raees tops the charts
amongst international
videos.
The World Music
Awards is an international awards ceremony honouring the
best-selling and most
popular recording
artists from around

which is revamped
version of the 80’s
original song, featuring Zeenat Aman.
The song is said to
have already managed to get 11 million
views within 24
hours it hitting the
digital medium. If the

beat close contenders
like Chantaje featuring Shakira, Maluma,
and
The
Chainsmokers featuring Halsey; Starboy
(Official) featuring
Ricky Martin ft. Daft
Punk and more to secure the first position.

From being a ‘Viva!’ girl to winning the Best Playback
Singer (Female) award for her song ‘Jag Ghoomeya’ from
Salman Khan starrer Sultan, Neha Bhasin bares all about
her journey in an exclusive chat.

It has been a difficult year for Malaika Arora Khan. Her split with husband Arbaaz Khan was followed by a lot of controversy and filing of divorce didn't help either. To ring in the New Year, Malaika
has taken a break with sister Amrita Arora Ladak and her close friends. The group is all set to welcome 2017 in style, and going by the pictures, Goa beach is treating them well. Malaika Arora Khan
shared pictures on her Instagram account and the post made all of us go ga-ga about her and her besties' hotness. In the picture, we see Amrita and Malaika with their back to the camera. She
captioned the image as, "Sunsets in Goa with the girls?????????". Take a tour and see more that they are busy doing in Goa. (Source: Photo by Instagram )

Celebrities like Katrina Kaif, Anurag Kashyap and Emraan Hashmi — once big newsmakers from Bollywood — seemed to have faded away this year.
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Sensex ends volatile 2016 on robust note, sprints 260 pts
Mumbai (KCN):

amid positive Asian

of the approaching

Is Making News

Stocks signed off
2016 on a cheerful
note, with the Sensex
surging over 260
points today to close
at over a fresh twoweek high of 26,626
on the final trading
session of the year,

cues. The beginning
of January 2017 series of futures and
options made investors upbeat. With the
deadline for depositing banned notes ending today and ahead

Union budget, investors accelerated buying activity with
hopes that the government might come
up with a series of
steps to boost the
economy.
Watch What Else

Arun
Jaitley
Thanks People For
Supporting Note Ban,
Says No Incident Of
Unrest Reported
Sentiment turned
for the better after Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley on Thursday

said there has been a
sharp jump in tax collections, belying fears
of a sharp slowdown
in the economy in
view
of
demonetisation.
After a higher
start, the 30-share index hit the day’s high
of 26,678.60 and
closed up 260.31
points, or 0.99 per
cent, at 26,626.46 —
a level last seen on
December 13 when it
settled at 26,697.82.
It had gained
155.47 points yesterday as December derivatives contracts
expired amid recovery in the rupee.
The Nifty rose
82.20 points, or 1.01
per cent, to end at
8,185.80, after touching the day’s high of
8,197.
For the week, the
Sensex and the NSE

Nifty recorded a rise
of 585.76 points, or
2.24 per cent, and
200.05, or 2.50 per
cent, respectively.
“The euphoria
continued on the last
trading day of the
year, hoping for radical remarks in the
Prime Minister’s
speech on Saturday.
Additionally, an expectation of tax sops
in the budget, weakness of the dollar and
robust tax collection
are adding to the
positive sentiment,”
said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research,
Geojit BNP Paribas
Financial Services.
The year saw the
Sensex zooming to a
high of 29,077.28 on
September 8 and a
low of 22,494.61 on
February 29. Today’s
closing meant a net
gain of 508.92 points,
or 1.94 per cent from

its last year-end close
of 26,117.54.
During the year,
the Nifty gained
239.45 points, or 3.01
per cent. The gauge
had climbed to a high
of 8,968.70 on September 7 and touched
a low of 6,825.80 on
February 29.
Domestic institutional
investors
(DIIs) bought shares
worth a net Rs 957.83
crore as per provisional data. But foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) net sold
shares worth Rs
662.29 crore yesterday.
GAIL saw the
maximum jump, up
3.07 per cent, followed by Sun Pharma
(2.59 per cent), ITC
(2.31 per cent) and
PowerGrid (2.14 per
cent).
In terms of sectors, the rally was

driven by FMCG (up
1.67 per cent), power
(1.30 per cent),
healthcare (1.11 per
cent) and realty (1.10
per cent).
Broader markets
such as BSE mid-cap
and small-cap ended
higher with gains of
1.07 per cent and 0.77
per cent, respectively.
Trading was thin
across the globe during the last day of the
year, with volumes
remaining below average. In the rest of
Asia, Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng rose 0.94
per cent while Shanghai Composite gained
0.24 per cent. Japan’s
Nikkei shed 0.16 per
cent.
In
Europe,
London’s FTSE,
Germany’s Frankfurt
and France’s Paris
were down by up to
0.25 per cent in their
late morning deals.

Financial Stability Report: RBI warns of
further rise in bad loans, subdued growth
Mumbai(KCN): Financial Stability Report,
RBI, bad loans, subdued
growth, Reserve Bank
of India, non-performing
assets, npa, gnpa, indian
express news, business,
banking Reserve Bank
of India (Source: File)
The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has

nario, the PSBs’ GNPA
ratio may increase to
12.5 per cent in March
2017 and then to 12.9
per cent in March 2018
from 11.8 per cent in
September 2016, which
could increase further
under a severe stress
scenario,” the report
said.

deteriorated, the RBI
said. “Asset quality of
the non-banking financial companies (NBFCs)
also worsened. The degree
of
interconnectedness in
the banking system measured by the connectivity ratio showed a declining trend. Banks

warned against a sharp
rise in the non-performing assets (NPAs) of
banks as “the banking
stability indicator shows
that the risks to the banking sector remained elevated due to continuous
deterioration in asset
quality, low profitability
and liquidity”.
The stress test indicated that under the
baseline scenario, the
GNPA ratio may increase from 9.1 per cent
in September 2016 to
9.8 per cent by March
2017 and further to 10.1
per cent by March 2018,
it said. “If the macroeconomic conditions deteriorate, the GNPA ratio
may increase further under such consequential
stress scenarios,” the
RBI said in its Financial
Stability Report for December 2016.
Watch What Else
Is making News
Arun
Jaitley
Thanks People For Supporting Note Ban, Says
No Incident Of Unrest
Reported
Among the bank
groups, public sector
banks may continue to
register the highest
GNPA ratio, it said.
“Under baseline sce-

The
business
growth of banks remained subdued with
PSBs continuing to lag
behind their private sector peers. System level
profit after tax (PAT)
contracted on y-o-y basis in the first half of
FY17, the RBI said.
“The asset quality of
banks deteriorated further between March and
September 2016. PSBs
continued to record the
lowest capital to riskweighted assets ratio
among the bank groups
with negative returns on
their assets,” the FSR
said.
According to the
FSR, the macro stress
test shows that GNPA
ratio of banks may increase further under assumed baseline macro
scenarios. “The PSBs
may record the highest
GNPA ratio and lowest
capital to risk-weighted
asset ratio (CRAR)
among bank-groups although the CRAR at the
system as well as bankgroup levels is expected
to remain above the
regulatory required
minimum,” it said.
Asset quality of
scheduled urban co-operative banks (UCBs)

were the dominant players accounting for nearly
59 per cent of the total
bilateral exposures followed by NBFCs.
On a net basis, asset management companies managing mutual
funds (AMC-MFs) followed by the insurance
companies were the biggest fund providers in
the system while NBFCs
followed by banks were
the biggest receivers of
funds,” the RBI said.
With the implementation of global
regulatory reforms most
of the major international banks have become more resilient in
terms of capital and liquidity, the RBI said.
“However, risks of divergence from the demanding global standards amidst discriminatory treatment of foreign
financial institutions
seem to have increased.
Globally, some risks inherent in banks may be
getting transferred to
other segments of the financial markets due to
increased regulatory
scrutiny and elevated
capital requirements for
banks,” it said.
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Mitchell Starc’s brilliance earns Australia series win over Pakistan
Mitchell Starc shone
with bat and ball as Aus-

of the quota as pace
spearhead Starc tore

Pakistan’s 52-year
wait for a maiden series

lieving that if we took
those chances we would

tralia dismissed Pakistan
for 163 to secure an innings and 18 run victory
in the second Test on
Friday, the win giving
the hosts an unassailable
2-0 lead in the threematch series.
Home
captain
Steve Smith smashed an
unbeaten 165 and gave
his bowlers 68 overs on
the fifth and final day to
run through their opponents after declaring
their first innings at 624
for eight before lunch, a
lead of 181 runs.
In the end, they
only needed 53.2 overs

through the tail after tea,
finishing with 4-36, with
Pakistan crumbling on a
benign
Melbourne
Cricket Ground pitch
bathed in brilliant sunshine.
Pakistan lost the
first Test in Brisbane by
39 runs but won admiration for their dogged
fourth innings resistance.
However, much of
that acclaim evaporated
on Friday as their
shambolic batting display followed an abysmal effort in the field in
the morning.

win in Australia goes on
and they have now lost
four matches in succession heading to the series finale in Sydney on
Jan. 3.
“It’s fantastic for
us to get that result. We
always thought that if
we could find a way to
get ourselves ahead of
the game we’d find a
way to win,” said Starc,
who smashed seven
sixes in an MCG record
during a swashbuckling
knock of 84 in the morning.
“Everyone (was)
going out there and be-

create enough to get 10
chances today.
“It was a fantastic
way to finish the Boxing
Day Test.”
Pakistan resumed
on an already precarious
91-5 after tea, with
opener Azhar Ali and
wicketkeeper Sarfraz
Ahmed tasked with surviving 36 overs to usher
their team to safety.
But their partnership lasted less than
three overs after the
break when Josh
Hazlewood trapped
Azhar, Pakistan’s last
specialist batsman, lbw

for 43.
LYON STRIKES
At 143-6, Jackson
Bird thudded a delivery
into Amir’s pads when
the tail-ender was on 11
but Smith wasted a review after the lbw appeal was turned down.
It changed little,
however, as Bird bowled
him two balls later.
Sarfraz Ahmed had
battled doggedly as his
partners disappeared
around him but he was
bowled for 43 through
the gate with a sizzling
Starc inswinger.
Starc then gave the

same treatment to
Wahab Riaz, bowling
the paceman for a duck
with another fiery delivery that beat the outside
edge.
He wrapped up the
win by having Yasir
Shah sky an easy catch
to Bird at mid-on.
Off-spinner
Nathan Lyon, who was
under pressure to retain
his spot in Sydney after
a run of mediocre performances, set Australia
on course for the win
when he captured three
wickets in the middle
session, including two in

three balls. The tourists
were already one wicket
down at lunch, with
Hazlewood having
bowled opener Sami
Aslam for two and
Babar Azam soon departed for three off the
first ball after the interval, trapped lbw by
Starc.
Azhar and Younus
Khan dug in for an hour
but Lyon removed the
latter two overs after the
drinks break for 24,
when the veteran
coughed up a catch to
Peter Handscomb at
short leg.

Captain Misbahul-Haq then departed for
a duck two balls later,
caught at fine leg by Nic
Maddinson following an
appalling sweep shot off
Lyon.
Lyon grabbed his
third victim late in the
session when Asad
Shafiq deflected a catch
off his body for
Handscomb to take a
fine catch at short leg.
Smith and Starc
hammered Pakistan’s
bowlers in a 154-run
partnership after Australia had resumed on 4656 in the morning.

Emocratic Republic of Congo picked up the African Nations Championship trophy for the
second time, and played a strong game throughout the series.

