
THE KALINGA CHRONICLE Business/Commerce 7
Popular people’s Daily of Odisha

BHUBANESWAR, MONDAY,  24 JULY, 2017

From Page-1
work is done without the knowl-
edge of anyone.

All Governments, not BJD
alone, have miserably failed to
check this kind of corruption. This
give-and-take formula suits all.
The Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988 also does not have any
provision to check such kind of
hand-shake PC.

The great Indian philosopher
and economist Kautilya also
agrees that corruption cannot be
completely stopped in Indian so-
ciety though he suggested certain
ways to reduce corruption.

Government officials who lit
the lamp are certain to get their
fingers oiled. This is not consid-
ered corruption. But if an official
takes away a major portion of the
oil meant to light several houses,
he certainly indulges in corrup-
tion. And that is what is happen-
ing today not only in Odisha, but
in the entire country.

Economists have divided cor-
ruption into two parts, “need
based” and “greed based.” Need
based corruption has somehow
got social acceptance while greed
kills others. Though people,
mostly officials and contractors,
do go to jail almost every day on
charges of corruption, there is still
no end to the practice.

This is because greed has al-
ready overtaken the need factor.
Government, which is all power-
ful, can make changes in the
present Anti Corruption Act to
curb the “handshake” approach to
corruption.

While arm twisting corrup-
tion can be curbed to a great ex-
tent through complaints, the gov-
ernment through its anti corrup-
tion agency can keep a tab on the
projects and book the persons
engaged in corruption while
implementing projects on charges
of criminal conspiracy against the
state, pointed out a senior officer

engaged in the anti-corruption
drive.

Vigilance sleuths from the be-
ginning will have to visit the
project site and check the amount
being spent on it. They can later
cross check the project cost
claimed by project developers.

Therefore, a proper scrutiny
of the projects in the mid-way may
also help to reduce “handshake”
corruption.

Many people including Min-
isters know how the PC culture is
rampant in Government jobs even
in the state capital. Bills are sanc-
tioned and approved after pay-
ment of PC.

In the Infrastructure sector,
PC culture is rampant. However,
no government including the
present dispensation has ever
made any serious attempt to stop
the hand shake PC.

Steps taken in the rural hous-
ing schemes are, however, a wel-
come one, being taken up by the
state government, but it needs to
further extend its ambit to catch
the big fish that are freely roam-
ing in power corridors.

A Government can certainly
reduce corruption if it has the will
to do so. The Government first of
all needs to create fear psychosis
among corrupt persons and keep
them on hooks in order to reduce
the ongoing loot of public funds.

As the arrest and jail sentence
of corrupt elements appeared to
have little impact on corruption as
greed has taken over, more strin-
gent action is needed to curb cor-
ruption. At the same time, govern-
ment must honor and promote
honest people.

The State should felicitate at
least one honest official of each
department, district and block ev-
ery year and promote honesty so
that it will boost the morale of the
officers, who forgo bribes, while
executing programs meant for
people.

Bhubaneswar (K-
CN): With flight op-
erations likely to take
off from Steel City
Rourkela in next few
months, the Steel Au-
thority of India Lim-
ited (SAIL) has been
urged to allow
operationlization of
the Airstrip.

While the State
Government is mak-
ing all out efforts to
run flights from
Rourkela, SAIL Au-
thorities have been
asked to provide Secu-
rity and Fire Safety
measures for the Air-
strip, so that flights
under UDAN will be
able to operate.

Chief Secretary A
P Padhi has written to
the SAIL Chairman P
K Singh in this regard
urging to allow the
present infrastructure
to be utilized by the
flights operated under
Regional Connectivity
S c h e m e ( R C S ) -
UDAN.

While the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation
has considered four
Airstrips in Odisha
under UDAN, includ-
ing Rourkela Airstrip,
the State Government
has agreed to reduce
the taxes on Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF).

This reduction is
allowed by the Gov-
ernment of Odisha for

UDAN FOR ROURKELA SOON
the RCF-UDAN des-
ignated Airstrips.

Most importantly
the Union and State
Government would be
bearing the Viability
Gap Funding (VGF)
Payment to be made to
the selected Airlines
for providing cheap
Air Connectivity to
the people of
Rourkela.

The process of
Flight Operations is
likely to start from

September/October
this year, informed the

Chief Secretary.
Rourkela Airstrip,

which is under direct
control of SAIL, is uti-
lizing the Security and
Fire Safety System for
their own use has been
urged to extend the
same services for
smooth operations of
RCS-UDAN Flights.

And this will be
good gesture on the
part of Rourkela Steel

Plant (RSP), SAIL and
a lasting contribution

for introduction of Air
Connectivity to the
Steel City, said
Mr.Padhi.

In another
communiqué, Chief
Secretary Mr.Padhi
has urged the Chair-
man airports Authority
of India Limited
(AAIL), Guru Prasad
Mohapatra to facilitate
for starting flights
through Jhasuguda in

UDAN Program.
Mr.Padhi has

pointed out that MoU
was signed between
AAIL and Govern-
ment of Odisha (GoO)
for improvement and
development of
Jharsuguda Airport on
30 July, 2014 to make
it a full-fledged Air-
port with every facil-
ity.

Now Ministry of
Civil Aviation
(MoCA) has taken
Jharsuguda Airport
under RCS-UDAN
Scheme for communi-
cation facilities for
common people and a
MoU has been signed
between AAIL,
MoCA and GoO on 1
March, 2017.

The progress of
improvement and de-
velopment work is go-
ing on with the assis-
tance of the State Gov-
ernment, said he.

Against this back-
drop, Chief Secretary
has urged AAIL  Chief
to take necessary steps
for supporting all fa-
cilities under RCS-
UDAN Scheme also,
as per MoU signed
earlier with AAIL, for
start of flights by the
bidder selected for
routes through
Jharsuguda, by Minis-
try of Civil Aviation
under the RCS-
UDAN Scheme.

Sorcery suspicion
claims two minors’
lives in Mayurbhanj
BARIPADA(KCN):
Bodies of two minor
boys, who had been
missing along with
their mother since
Tuesday, were found
from a mango or-
chard of a village in
Mayurbhanj district
on Friday evening.
Sorcery is suspected
to be the reason be-
hind the killings.The
incident took place in
Dhipabandh village
under Badampahar
police station of
Kusumi block, lo-
cated close to
Jharkhand border.
While the woman is
yet to be traced, po-
lice have detained
three persons in this
connection.

Sources said
Jagannath Sinku (10),
Jashobanta Sinku (4)
and their mother
Rinki Sinku had left
for their relative’s
house in a nearby vil-
lage five days back.
Rinki’s husband
Madhusudan Sinku

and relatives started
searching for them
when they did not re-
turn home from the
relative’s house.

Some villagers
found the bodies of
the boys while pass-
ing through the or-
chard near Jalpa ca-
nal, a few kms from
the village, and in-
formed the police.
The boys’ throats
were found to be slit.
Madhusudan had,
however, not filed
any missing com-
plaint with police
since then as he was
busy searching for his
sons in his relatives’
houses.Police, who
suspect that sorcery
might be the reason
behind the double
murder, said efforts
are on to trace Rinki.

Badampahar OIC
Nabakishore Das said
villagers had been
accusing Rinki of
practising sorcery.
In fact, Madhusudan
had a heated ex-

change of words with
a person, who is a
witch doctor of the
same village as the
later suspected
Rinki’s hand behind
the illness of his wife
and children last
month.

“Madhusudan al-
leged that the witch
doctor might have
killed his sons to take
revenge. We have de-
tained three persons
from the village and
investigating the case
from different
angles,” Das said and
added that the main
accused, the witch
doctor, is absconding.

Police have
tracked the mobile
phone of the witch
doctor and launched a
manhunt to arrest
him. A case under
sections 364, 302,
201, 34 IPC and
Odisha Prevention of
Witch Hunting
(OPWH) Act has
been registered.


