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Odisha to amend Prevention of Cow Slaughter
Act to reduce cruelty to animals: CM Majhi

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
Friday announced plans
to amend the Orissa
Prevention of Cow
Slaughter Act, 1960, to
make it more effective in
reducing animal cruelty.
Majhi made the remark
during the ‘Monsoon
Meet’, hosted by the
Ministry of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying.
Majhi highlighted Prime
Minister Narendra Modji’s
vision of improving the
lives of small farmers
by expanding the scope
of animal husbandry,
enhancing animal
health, pisciculture and
beekeeping in villages.
“Although the new
government is yet to
complete its first 100
days, Odisha has already
prepared a roadmap for
transformative changes
across all sectors, aiming
for both immediate and
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long-term development,”
he added.

To boost milk production,
Majhi said his government
has formulated the
“Mukhyamantri
Kamadhenu Yojana,” a
scheme with a five-year
budget of Rs 1,423.47
crore.

“This initiative will
support small dairy units,
provide subsidised calf
feed, enhance livestock
insurance coverage,
and strengthen dairy
cooperatives,” he added.
Additionally, Odisha
has signed an MoU
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with the National Dairy
Development Board
(NDDB) to fortify state
milk cooperatives and
increase milk production,
he said and added that the
state is also collaborating
with NDDB to establish
a vaccine production
unit in Berhampur and
a state-of-the-art feed
analytical laboratory in
Bhubaneswar.

For poultry and small
animal production, the
government is planning
the “Prani Sampad
Samrudhhi Yojana” and
is preparing a “Small

Port Blair renamed as
Sri Vijaya Puram

New Delhi(KCN): Port
Blair, the capital city of
the Union Territory of
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, has been renamed
Sri Vijaya Puram, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
Friday said.

Port Blair is the capital
city of the Union Territory
of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.

Shah also said that the
decision has been taken
to free the nation from the
colonial imprints as the

struggle.

R

Andaman and Nicobar Islands have an
“unparalleled place” in the country’s
freedom struggle and history.
“Inspired by the vision of PM @
narendramodi Ji, to free the nation from
the colonial imprints, today we have
decided to rename Port Blair as “Sri
Vijaya Puram”,” Shah wrote on ‘X’.
The Home Minister remarked that the
previous name carried a colonial legacy,
whereas ‘Sri Vijaya Puram’ reflects the
triumph of India’s freedom movement
and the special role played by the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands in that

He further emphasized that the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands hold an
“unparalleled place” in the history of
the freedom movement. Once a strategic
naval base of the Chola Empire, the
islands are now positioned to become
a pivotal hub for India’s strategic
ambitions and developmental goals.

“It is also the place that hosted the
first unfurling of our Tiranga by Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose Ji and also the
cellular jail in which Veer Savarkar Ji and
other freedom fighters struggled for an
independent nation,” he said.
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Animal Breeding Policy”
to foster holistic growth
in the small animal sector,
the CM said.

The state has also launched
the GOMATA (Goal
for Management And
Treatment of Animals)
Yojana to enhance
livestock health care
through mobile veterinary
clinics. Another new
scheme, “Mukhyamantri
Prani Kalyan Yojana,”
aims to promote a
compassionate approach
toward stray animals, he
added.

Majhi emphasised

Disengagement of
troops in four areas
in Eastern Ladakh,

China says

Beijing(KCN):
Highlighting that
troops have disengaged
at four places in Eastern
Ladakh, including
Galwan Valley, the
Chinese Foreign
Ministry Friday said
India and China have
agreed during their
meeting in Russia to work
togethertocreateconditions
for the improvement of
bilateral relations.
National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Y1
held talks on the sidelines
of ameeting of the BRICS
high-ranking officials
responsible for security
matters in St Petersburg
in Russia Thursday
where they discussed the
progressmadeinthe recent
consultations on border
issues, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry said
in a press release.

the importance of the
animal husbandry
and dairy sectors for
India’s food security,
rural development, and
economic growth,
providing essential
nutrients such as milk,
meat, eggs, and fish.

He noted that Odisha
will celebrate its
centenary in 2036,
eleven years before the
goal of ‘Viksit Bharat’
in 2047, positioning the
state to play a crucial
role in realising the
Prime Minister’s vision.
The ‘Monsoon Meet),
which was held for the
first time in the state, was
also attended by Union
Minister for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry,
and Dairying, Rajiv
Ranjan Singh, along
with Ministers of State
S P Singh Baghel and
George Kurian, and
ministers and senior
officials from 15 states.

Kejriwal walks out of Tihar Jail after getting
bail from SC in Delhi excise policy case

New Delhi(KCN): Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal stepped out of Tihar
Jail Friday, hours after the Supreme
Court granted him bail in the excise
policy case being probed by the CBI.
Hundreds of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
workers and senior party leaders,
including Punjab -
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann
and former Delhi
Deputy Chief
Minister Manish
Sisodia, were
waiting outside |
the prison

Kejriwal.

Drenched in rain, Mann, Sisodia
raised slogans hailing Kejriwal from
atop a truck. Slogans like “Jail ke
taale toot gaye, Kejriwal choot gaye’,
“Bhrastachaar ka ek hi kaal, Kejriwal,
Kejriwal” rent the air.

In his first remarks after being released
from the Tihar Jail, Kejriwal said he
will continue to fight “anti-national”
forces working to weaken the nation,
and asserted the incarceration has only
strengthened his resolve.

“I want to thank people who prayed

for my release. You have braved rain to
come here and I am thankful to you.
Every drop of my blood is dedicated in
the service of my nation. In my entire
life, I have faced difficulties but the
God has always been with me,” he said.
Kejriwal stressed that the jail time has
strengthened his
resolve.

“They put me in
jail to break me
% but my resolve
has only grown
stronger. Jails
cannot break me.
I will continue
my fight against
anti-national
forces,” he said.

Kejriwal came out of Tihar in a car,
followed by his security convoy.

The AAP chief was arrested by the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
June 26. He has challenged in the apex
court the Delhi High Court’s August
5 order that upheld his arrest in the
corruption case.

On July 12, the apex court granted
interim bail to Kejriwal in the money-
laundering case linked to the alleged
Delhi excise scam.

Odisha govt drops plan to allow
liquor shacks on Puri beach

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Odisha government
Friday withdrew its
decision to set up beach
shacks serving liquor on
Puri beach, two days after
the Puri Shankaracharya
and various socio-cultural
organisations opposed the
move.

In a notification,
the excise department
said no licences will be
granted for beach shacks
within the jurisdiction
of Puri municipality or
within 5km of any site of
socio-religious or cultural
significance.

The state’s new excise
policy, unveiled August
30, allowed liquor to be
served at shacks near
sea, rivers, lakes and
dams to enhance tourist
entertainment and
revenue.

The controversy
arose after the Odisha
Tourism Development

“Jagannath Dham
is the place for spiritual
pursuit and soul-searching
and not for amusement.
Puri beach should be a
place devoted to bhajan,
kirtan and religious
discourses. It should not
serve as a destination
for pleasure-seeking,”
the Shankaracharya told
reporters September 11.

Protesters
also submitted a
memorandum to
Chief Minister Mohan

Corporation (OTDC)
invited bids to set up
beach shacks along the
coastline from Puri to
Konark to boost beach
tourism.

However, the move
faced strong resistance
from socio-cultural
groups, which led to a
demonstration in front
of the Shree Jagannath
Temple two days ago.

Opposing the move,
Puri Shankaracharya
Swami Nischalananda
Saraswati said Jagannath
Dham should remain a
place for spiritual pursuits
and religious activities
rather than amusement.
He argued that serving
liquor would undermine
the spiritual sanctity
of Puri and tarnish the
Jagannath culture.

Odisha: Man held for cheating women through mat

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Odisha Crime Branch
Friday arrested a person
on charges of sexually
and financially exploiting
women in Odisha and
outside the state under
the pretext of a ‘second
marriage’

The accused identified
as Biranchi Narayan
Nath is a resident of
Chhendipada in Angul
District of Odisha.
Based on the complaint
lodged by one of the
victims who hails from
Cuttack district, the
crime branch Thursday
registered a case against
accused Nath. The
accused was arrested

Friday and will be brought
to court Saturday.

The victim who lost
her husband to a road
accident in 2022 has
been staying in Cuttack
along with her family and
two daughters. With an
aim to remarry so as to
ensure a safe and secure
future for herself and
her children, the victim
widow October last year
opened a profile in the
same matrimonial portal
where the accused has a
profile as well.

The crime branch sources
revealed that the accused
created the profile under
the tagline “Second
Marriage,” and disguised

himself as a Railway
Employee, Income Tax
Inspector or Officer in
Customs & Central Excise
Department etc. He also
used to dupe the victims
with multiple names such
as Manas Ratha, Pravakar
Srivastav and Biranchi
Narayan Nath etc.

“She received a request
from one Pravakar
Srivastav, aged 43,
from Khamar, Talcher.
He claimed to be
a TTI in Railways at
Visakhapatnam. He
stated that he had lost his
wife and mother and was
living with his father, who
he claimed was a manager
at SBI in Rourkela. On

October 7,2023, Pravakar
visited the victim’s home
and expressed his desire
to proceed with the
marriage proposal,” said

a senior crime branch

official Friday.

Meanwhile, the accused,
who managed to
clandestinely capture

the victims nude videos
during video calls, forced
her to visit multiple trips
outside Odisha and have
a sexual relationship with
him. The accused stayed
at the victim’s house for
five months after they
got married. He used
to physically abuse the
victim and also extracted
Rs 5 lakhs and 32 grams
of gold from her.

The victim eventually
discovered that Pravakar
was involved in similar
relationships with other
women, prompting her
to report the matter to the
authorities.

During the course of
investigation, the cops

Majhi through the Puri
Collector opposing any
such move.

The new excise policy
also included provisions
for temporary liquor
licenses at eco-retreat
venues at promotional
rates. In 2021, a similar
proposal to establish
beach shacks in six
locations, including
Puri, was shelved due to
protests.

separated, wi
divorced wom
matrimonial
through his fake ide
and disguising him
as senior governme
officers.

The crime branch official
also revealed that the
accused also promised
many of his victims to get
them job after marriage.
He underwent marriage
rituals with many of his
victims in temples and
later cohabited with them
at their home but never
took any of them to his

Pradesh,
Delhi.
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SwachhataHi Seva - 2024

Jrengthen voluntarism and collective action for swachnata: Satish Kumar, CRB &CEO, Ra

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):
All Zonal Railways,
Production Units and
Public Sector
undertakings of Railways
should givetop priority to
Swachhata and focus on
visible-remarkable
improvement in
cleanlinessleve, not only
at the Railway stations,
but asointrains, railway
colonies and Production
Units. Inameeting with
senior officers of
Railways and nodal
offices, CRB &CEO
said that 2nd October is
observed as Swachh
Bharat Diwas as a
tribute to the Father of
theNation, on hisJayanti.
A fortnight campaign of

'‘Swachhata Hi Seva is
observed since 2017. We
should work to
strengthen voluntarism
and collective action for
swachhata. 'Swachhata
Hi Seva is a joint
initiative of Ministry of
Housing & Urban
Affairs and Department
of Drinking Water &
Sanitation (Ministry of
Jal Shakti) under
Swachh Bharat Mission.
Indian Railways also
shoulder 'Swachhata Hi
Seva' celebrations this
year also.

He said that during last
year's ‘Swachhata Hi
Seva —2023 campaign,
Indian Railways got
around 2.5 lakh people

participated at around
6823 railway stationsin
the campaign with more
than 70,0000 man-hours
of shramdan. Indian
Railways organized
various activities like
massive plantation drive,
creation of waste to
selfie points,
‘Swachhata Hi Seva’
logo/ banners posted on
Railways’ website,
regular announcement
for passenger awareness
done regarding proper
disposals of waste in
traing/stations, Prabhat
Pheristaken out with the
slogan “Swachh Rail
Swachh Bharat” to raise
awareness, Nukkad
Nataks organized with

the help of NGOs,
religious bodies and

school children at
railway stations for
awareness of
passengers etc.

This year, to
commemorate the

milestone of the 10th

anniversary of the
launch of Swachh
Bharat Mission,

‘Swachhata Hi Seva’
2024 campaign is being
observed from 14th
September (curtain
raiser)/ 17th September
(inauguration of
campaign) to 1st
Octaober with the theme
of 'Swabhav Swachhata
- Sanskaar Swachhata’
with Swachh Bharat

Movefor Earth Symposium Drives
ClimateAction in Odisha

Bhubaneswar ,(KCN
Bureau): The 'Move for
Earth  Symposium'
organized by SwitchON
Foundation in
collaboration with KIT
Deemed to be University,
focused on advancing
climate-resilient
agriculture (CRA) and
renewable energy
solutions to promote
sustainable devel opment.
Over 600 stakeholders
including government

officials, industry leaders,
NGOs, farmers and
youth participated in the
event fostering dialogue
on climate action and
sugtainability.Digtinguished
speakers included Smt.
SulochanaDas, Mayor of
Bhubaneswar, Dr.
Achyuta  Samanta,
Founder of KIIT &
KISS,Dr. Sanjay Kr.
Nayak, VC of
Ravenshaw University,
Prof. Saranjeet Singh,

VC of KIIT,Mrs. Ekta
Jaju, Executive Director
of SwitchON Foundation
and Prof. Gyana Ranjan
Mohanty, Registrar of
KIIT.The symposium
featured roundtables on
CRA, clean energy and
decarbonization along
with workshops on
storytelling, solar energy
and loT-enabled smart
farming. The event also
hosted a 'Green
Hackathon' for green

startupsand asustainable
exhibition, highlighting
eco-friendly
products. Thevaledictory
session  recognized
contributors to
sustainability, and
SwitchON Foundation
released its Annual
Report 2023-24
showcasing
achievements in
sustainable energy, clean
air initiatives and rural
entrepreneurship.

High Court Orders Multiple Venues
for Astar anga Port Hearlng

Bhubaneswar, (KCN
Bureau): In a crucial
ruling aimed at ensuring
fair representation for the
local population, the
Orissa High Court has
directed that multiple
venues be set up for the
public hearing concerning
the proposed all-weather
multiuser Greenfield Port
at Astaranga. The
decision came in
responseto awrit petition
filed by Prafulla Kumar
Nayak and other
residents, who expressed
concerns about the

adverse impact the
project could have on
their livelihood.

The petitioners, fearing
theloss of their land due
to the port’s
development, had
challenged a letter dated
August 2, 2024 and a
notice dated August 8,
2024 issued by the State
Pollution Control Board
(SPCB) and the Puri
District Administration,
odisha .These
communications
announced a public
hearing on the project,
scheduled for September
13,2024 but at alocation
9 to 14 kilometers away
from the affected Gram
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Panchayats, making it
difficult for the local
community to attend and
voice their concerns.

In their petition, the
residents, all inhabitants

of the Astarang
Panchayat Samiti stated
that their livelihoodswere
primarily dependent on
agriculture in the area
around the proposed port
site. Their senior counsel
argued that holding the
public hearing at adistant
location would make it
inconvenient for the
affected villagers to
participate, thereby
limiting their ability to
express grievances and
concerns about the
environmental and social
consequences of the
project.The court, while
acknowledging the
petitioners' concerns,
decided not to changethe
originally designated

venue for the hearing.
However, it emphasized
the importance of local
participation and directed
the District Magistrate of
Puri, in coordination with
the SPCB, to identify two
or threeadditional venues.
These venues must be
closer to the affected
areas, ensuring that local
villagers, especially those
likely tolosetheir land and
livelihood, can havetheir
voices heard
effectively.The High
Court also reiterated the
legal requirements for
conducting public
hearings as  per
environmentd regulations.
As outlined in the
Environmental Impact
Assessment notification,
the public must be given
a minimum notice of 30
days before the hearing,
and the hearing must be
supervised by a senior

digtrict official, along with
arepresentative from the
SPCB.The court
emphasized the need to
strike a balance between
development projectsand
the rights of the local
population. While
infrastructure
development is essential
for economic growth, the
court underscored that
those most affected by
such projects must have
aplatformto present their
concerns.The court
directed that the entire
exercise of conducting
public hearings at the
newly designated venues
be completed within the
timeframe specified in
the August 8 notice.
Withthisruling, theHigh
Court aims to ensure
greater inclusivity and
transparency in the
public consultation
process for the
Astaranga port
project. Thewrit petition
was disposed of, with
the court’s directive
aimed at facilitating afair
and participatory public
hearing process,
bringing some relief to
the petitioners and
ensuring their grievances
are properly addressed.

test firestwo surface-to-air

missilesin two days off Odisha coast

successful.

Balasore(K CN):

India

Friday successfully test-fired
the Vertical Launch Short
Range Surface to Air Missile
(VLSRSAM) for the second
consecutive day from the
Integrated Test Range (ITR)

at Chandipur on the Odisha
coast, defence sources said.

A statement from the Defence
Research and Development
(DRDO)
confirmed that both tests
September 12 and 13 were

Organisation

“In both the tests, the missile

successfully intercepted a high-
speed low altitude aerial target
mimicking sea skimming aerial
target,” the statement said.

For safety reasons, the Balasore

district administration temporarily
relocated 3,100 residentsfrom six
villages within 2.5 km radius of
ITR Launch Pad 3.

A revenue official said these
precautions were taken in
consultation with the ITR
authoritiesat Chandipur.

Diwas celebration on
2nd October.

The theme for
‘Swachhata Hi Seva’
2024, “Swabhav

Swachhata, Sanskar
Swachhata” seeks to
reignite the splndian
Railwaysit of collective
action and citizen
participation in
cleanliness efforts
across India. Thepillars
of ‘Swachhata Hi Seva
have been identified
which are :-

. Swachhata Ki
Bhaagidari
: Sampoorna
Swachhata &
Swachhata Lakshit
Ekayi (CTU-Cleanliness

PLAY GROUP (2o Onvards
A great Place to grow @ MPS
Call now for Application:

target units)
SafaiMitra
Suraksha Shivindian
Railways.
As the Swachhata Hi
Seva 2024 campaign
rollsout from September
17 to October 2,
culminating on Swachh
Bharat Diwas, it
presents an opportunity
for al citizens, partners,
and stakeholders to
actively participate. Let
us collectively renew
our pledge to maintain
cleanliness, honor the
legacy of Mahatma
Gandhi, and make
Swachhataaway of life.
This year also Indian
Railway is ready for

L p——

Swachhata Hi Seva
campaign. 3857
Cleanliness Target Units
(CTUs) have been
identified and 4666
events have been created
on ‘ Swachhata Hi Seva
portal so far. Targets
have been given to have
a massive plantation
drive under the mission
Ek Ped Maa Ke Nam. A
day to day activity
programmefor observing
‘Swachhata Hi Seval —
2024 has also been
provided to all Railway
Field Units. Focuswill be
given on cleanliness of
Railway track located in
station adjacent areas,
and areas around tracks

way Board

falling in urban/semi
urban areas. Cleanliness
of drains & toilets
including Pay & Use
toilets in waiting rooms
and in other station
premises, colonies,
Railway buildings/
establishments etc will
be done.

Indian Railwayswould
endeavor to carry this
campaign in a‘'Whole of
Society Approach' with
emphasis on people's
participation making
'sanitation everyone's
business'. More are
being uploaded on
‘Swachhata Hi Seva
portal on daily basis.
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Artificial Intelligence & Climate Change

Saikat Kumar Basu

Artificial

What is

Intelligence?
Artificid intelligence (Al)
refersto the simulation of

human intelligence
processes by machines,
particularly computer
systems. These processes
include learning (the
acquisition of information
and rules for using it),
reasoning (using rules to
reach approximate or
definite conclusions), and
self-correction. Specific
applicationsof Al include
expert systems, natural
language processing,
speech recognition, and
machinevision.

Impact of Al on human
society ?

The  transformative
potential of Al across
multiple domains suggests
it will play acrucia role
in shaping the future of
human society. Al is
expected to have a
significant impact on
human society for several
reasons.

Automation of Tasks: Al
can automate routine and
repetitivetasks, increasing
efficiency and
productivity  across
various industries such as
manufacturing,
healthcare, and customer
service.

Data Analysis: Al can
process and analyze vast
amounts of data quickly,
providinginsightsthat can
lead to better decision-
making in fields like
finance, marketing, and
research.
Personalization: Al can
tailor services and
products to individual
preferences, enhancing
user experiences in areas
like online shopping,
entertainment, and
education.
HealthcareAdvances Al is
transforming healthcare by
improving diagnostics,
personalizing treatment
plans, and predicting patient
outcomes, which can lead
to better health and
longevity.

Innovation and Credtivity:
Al canassstinthecrestive
process, helping to design
new products, create art,
and even write content,
expanding the boundaries
of innovation.

Improved Accessibility: Al
can provide tools and
technologiesthat makelife
easier for people with
disahilities, such as speech
recognition for those with
mobility impairments and
visual recognition for the
visualy impaired.
Economic Impact: Al can
drive economic growth by
creating new markets and
job opportunities, although
it also poses challenges
related to job displacement
and the need for new skills.
Ethical and Social
Implications: Al raises
important ethical and sociad
guestions about privacy,
bias, and the role of
machines in human life,
prompting discussions and
policies that will shape the
future of society.

Can Al be successfully
integrated with our
education system ?

Al can be successfully
integrated into theeducation
system in various ways.
Here are some key areas
where Al can make a

significant impact:
Personalized Learning: Al
can tailor educational
content to individual
students' needs, learning
styles, and pace. Adaptive
learning platforms can
adjugt difficulty levels and
provide customized
resources to enhance
understanding.

Tutoring and Support: Al-
powered tutoring systems
can provide additiond help
outside the classroom.
These systems can offer
explanations, answer
questions, and provide
practice problems.
Assessment and Feedback:
Al can automate grading
and provideinstant feedback
on assignments and exams.
This allows teachers to
focus more on instruction
and less on administrative
tasks.

Administrative Efficiency:
Al can streamline
administrativetaskssuch as
scheduling, attendance
tracking, and resource
allocation, making the
education system more
efficient.
PredictiveAnalytics: Al can
analyze data to identify
students at risk of falling
behind and provide early
interventions. Thishelpsin
addressing issues before
they become significant
problems.

Content Creation and
Curation: Al can assist in

creating  educational
content, including
interactive smulations and
engaging multimedia

resources. It can also curate
existing content to match
curriculum requirements.

Accessibility: Al can
improve accessibility for
studentswith disahilitiesby
providing toolslike speech-
to-text, text-to-gpeech, and
other assstivetechnologies.
Language Learning: Al can
support language learning
through interactive and
immersive experiences,

providing real-time
feedback and practice
opportunities.

Professiona Development:
Al can offer persondized
professional development
for teachers, identifying
areas for improvement and
recommending resources
andtraining.

While Al integration in
education holds great
promise, it also comeswith
challenges such as data
privacy concerns, the need
for significantinvestmentin
infrastructure, and ensuring
equitable access to
technology. Effective
implementation requires
careful planning,
collaboration  among
stakeholders, and ongoing
eva uation to maximize the
benefits while addressing
potential drawbacks.

Can Al be integrated with
education for successfully
generating innovation ?
The integration of Al in
education holds great
potential for fostering
innovation and improving
educational outcomes. Al
can be integrated with
education to successfully
generate innovation in
various ways.
Personalized Learning: Al
can tailor educational
content to individual
students' needs, helping
themlearn at their own pace
and style. Thispersondized
approach can improve
understanding and retention.
Intelligent Tutoring
Systems: These systems
use Al to provide students
with one-on-one tutoring.
They can offer instant
feedback, answer

qguestions, and provide
additional resourcesbased on
the student's progress.
Adminigrative Efficiency: Al
can automate administrative
tasks such as grading,
scheduling, and resource
allocation, freeing up
educators to focus more on
teaching and innovation.
Data Analytics: Al can
analyze large sets of
educational data to identify
trends, strengths, and areas
for improvement, leading to
better decision-making and
innovation in curriculum
design.

Virtual Reality (VR) and
Augmented Redity (AR): Al-
powered VR and AR can
create immersive learning
experiences, making
complex subjects easier to
understand and more
engaging.

Accessibility: Al can help
make education more
accessible to students with
disahilitiesthroughtoolslike
speech-to-text, text-to-
speech, and other adaptive
technologies.

Content Creation: Al can
assist educators in creating
new educational materials,
including interactive and
multimedia content, which
can make learning more
engaging and effective.
Research and Devel opment:
Al can aid in educational
research by providing
powerful tools for data
anaysis, pattern recognition,
and predictive modeling,
fostering innovation in
educationd methodologies.
Can integrating Al with
education help in enhancing
inclusivity ?

Al can create a more
inclusive and equitable
educational environment,
ensuringthat al studentshave
the opportunity to succeed.
Integrating Al with education
can significantly enhance
inclusivity in several ways:
Personalized Learning: Al
cantailor educetional content
to meet the individual needs
of students, accommodating
different learning paces and
styles. This is particularly
beneficial for students with
learning disabilities or those
who require additional
support.

Language Support: Al-
powered translation and
language learning tools can
assist non-native speakers,
making education more

accessible to students from
diverse linguistic
backgrounds.

Assigtive Technologies: Al
can power assistive tools
such as text-to-speech,
speech-to-text, and other
adaptive technologies that
help students with physical
or learning disabilities.
Accessto Resources: Al can
help bridge gaps in resource
availability by providing
access to high-quality
educational materials and
tutoring services online,
reaching students in remote
or underserved aress.

Bias Reduction: Al can help
reduce biasesin education by
providing objective
assessments and feedback,
ensuring that dl students are
evauatedfairly.

Teacher Support: Al can
handle administrative tasks
and provide insights into
student performance,
allowing teachers to focus
more on personalized
instruction and support for
each student.

How is Al and Climate
Change dependent on one
another ?

Al and climate change
intersect in several ways,
withAl playing aroleinboth
mitigating and adapting to
climate change, and climate

change influencing Al

development and
deployment.

Al for Climate Change
Mitigation:

Energy Efficiency: Al can
optimizeenergy usagein
buildings, transportation,
and industry, reducing

greenhouse gas
emissions.
Renewable Energy

Management: Al helps
manage and integrate
renewable energy
sources like solar and
wind into the power grid
more efficiently.
Climate Modeling: Al
enhancesclimatemodels,
improving predictionsof
climate patterns and
extreme westher events.
Carbon Capture: Al can
optimize processes for
capturing and storing
carbon emissons.

Al for Climate Change
Adaptation:

Disaster Response: Al
aidsin predicting natural
disasters, optimizing
emergency responses,
andimprovingresilience.
Agriculture: Al helps
farmers adapt to
changing climate
conditionsby optimizing
irrigation, pest control,
and crop management.
Urban Planning: Al
supports sustainable
urban development,
optimizing resource use
and reducing
environmental impact.
Climate Change Impact
OonAl:

Data Centers: As
temperatures  rise,
cooling data centers
becomes more
chalenging and energy-
intensve.

Supply Chains: Climate
change disrupts supply
chains, affecting the
availability of
components for Al
hardware.

Infrastructure Resilience:
Al infrastructure must
be resilient to extreme
westher eventsand other
climate impacts.
Overdl,Al hassignificant
potential to contribute to
climate action, while
climate change poses
challengesthat must be
addressed to ensurethe
sustainability and
resilience of Al
systems.

Can Al positively
impact mitigation of
Climate Change ?

Yes, Al can positively
impact climate change
mitigation in several
ways:

Energy Efficiency: Al
can optimize energy
use in buildings,
transportation, and
industrial processes,
reducing overall energy
consumption and
greenhouse gas
emissions. Smart grids
and demand-response
systems can better
balance supply and
demand, integrating

renewable energy
sources more
effectively.

Climate Modeling: Al
can enhance climate
models, making them
more accurate and
reliable. This helps in
predicting weather

patterns, extreme
events, and long-term
climate changes,

which is crucial for
planning and adaptation

strategies.
Renewable Energy: Al
can improve the

efficiency of renewable
energy sources such as
solar and wind power.

It can optimize the
placement of wind
turbines and solar panels,
predict energy
production, and manage
energy storage systems.
Environmental Monitoring:
Al cananalyzesatelliteand
sensor data to monitor
deforestation, biodiversity
| oss, and other
environmental changes.
This helps in enforcing
regulations and taking
timely action to protect
ecosystems.
SustainableAgriculture: Al
can optimize agricultural
practices by analyzing soil
health, weather
conditions, and crop
performance. Precision
agriculture reduces the
need for water, fertilizers,
and pesticides, leading to
more sustainable farming
practices.

Supply Chain
Optimization: Al can
enhance the efficiency of
supply chains by
optimizing logistics,
reducing waste, and
improving resource
management. This can
lower the carbon footprint
of goods and services.
Carbon Capture and
Storage: Al can improve
the efficiency of carbon
capture and storage
technologies, helping to
remove CO2 from the
atmosphere and store it
safely.

Behavioral Change: Al can
help raise awareness and
encourage sustainable
behaviors among
individuals and
organizations by providing
personalized
recommendations and
insights based on data
anaysis.

By leveraging these
capabilities, Al can play a
significant role in
mitigating climate change
and promoting
sustainability

Can Al by any chance
negatively impact Climate
Change mitigation?

Yes, Al can potentially
negatively impact climate
change mitigation in
several ways.

Energy Consumption:
Training and running Al
models, especially large
ones, require significant
computational power,
leading to high energy
consumption. If thisenergy
issourced fromfossil fuels,
it can contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions.
E-Waste: The hardware
required for Al, such as
servers and GPUs, can
contribute to electronic
waste if not properly
recycled. This can lead to
environmenta pollution.
Resource  Extraction:
Manufacturing Al hardware
involves the extraction of
rare minerals and other
resources, which can have
negative environmental
impacts, including habitat
destruction and pollution.
Algorithm Bias: Al models
can  perpetuate  or
exacerbateexisting biasesin
climate-related decision-
making. For example, if Al
systemsareusedto alocate
resources or plan climate
srategies, biased agorithms
might unfairly favor certain
regionsor populations over
others.

Over-Reliance on
Technology: Thereisarisk
that over-reliance on Al
could lead to the neglect of
simpler, moreeffective, and
less energy-intensive
solutionsto climate change.
However, it's worth noting
that Al also hasthe potentia
tosgnificantly adinclimate

change mitigation
through improved
efficiency, predictive
modeling, and data
analysis. Balancing its
development and
deployment with
sustainable practices is
crucial to maximizing its
benefitswhileminimizing
its drawbacks.

What doesAl bringto the
solution table from a
global persoective with
respect to Climate Change
?

Al offers several key
contributions to
addressing climatechange
fromaglobal perspective:
Climate Modeling and
Predictions: Al enhances
the accuracy and
granularity of climate
models, enabling better
predictions of weather
patterns, extreme
weather events, and long-
term climate changes.

Energy Efficiency: Al
optimizes energy use in
various sectors, from
industrial processes to
household appliances,
reducing overall energy

consumption and
greenhouse gas
emissions.

Renewable Energy: Al
improvestheefficiency of
renewabl e energy sources
like wind and solar by
optimizing energy
production, predicting
maintenance needs, and
integrating these sources
into the power grid more
effectively.

Environmental
Monitoring: Al-powered
sensors and satellite
imagery analyze
environmental data to
monitor deforestation, air
and water quality, and

biodiversity | oss,
providing real-time
insights and early
warnings.

Carbon Sequestration: Al
hel psidentify and enhance
methods for carbon
capture and storage,
optimizing processes to
remove carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere.
Agriculture: Al-driven
precision agriculture
reduces waste, optimizes
the use of water and
fertilizers, and increases
crop yields, contributing
to sustainable farming
practices.

Urban Planning: Al aidsin
designing smart citiesthat
optimize energy use,
reducetraffic congestion,
and lower emissions,

contributing to
sustainable urban
development.

Behavioral Change: Al-
powered apps and
platforms promote
sustainable behaviors by
providing personalized
recommendations and
tracking individual and
corporate carbon
footprints.

By leveraging these
capabilities, Al can
significantly contributeto
global efforts to mitigate
and adapt to climate
change.

Will future governments
and agencies be
dependent on Al for
finding Climate Change
mitigation solutions ?
It'squitelikely that future
governments and
agencieswill increasingly
rely onAl to develop and
implement climate change
mitigation solutions. Al
can process vast amounts
of data, identify patterns,
and make predictionsthat
humansa onemight miss.
Here are some ways Al
could contribute:

Predictive Modeling: Al
can create more accurate
climate models to predict
future climate scenarios
and assess the potential
impacts of different
mitigation strategies.
Resource Optimization: Al
can optimize the use of
resources, such as energy
and water, toreducewaste
and improve efficiency.
Early Warning Systems:
Al can enhance early
warning systems for
extreme weather events,
helping communities

prepare and respond more
effectively.

Monitoring and
Enforcement: Al can

monitor environmental
conditions and enforce

regulations more
efficiently, such as
detecting illegal
deforestation or emissions
violations.

Innovative Solutions: Al
can assist in the design of
new technologies and
materials that reduce
greenhouse gasemissions
or enhance carbon
sequestration.

However, the successful
integrationof Al inclimate
change mitigation will
depend on various
factors, including
technological
advancements, political
will, regulatory
frameworks, and public
acceptance.

Can Al bring any
unification of the
geopolitical divisions
acrosstheworldindealing
with Climate Change
issues in some form ir
bring thecworld on a
common platform ?

Al hasthepotential to help
unify global efforts to
address climate change
by providing a common
platform for data sharing,
andys's, and collaboration.
Here are some ways Al
could contribute:

Data Analysis and
Forecasting: Al can
analyze vast amounts of
climate data to predict
future trends and assess
the impact of various
policies. This can help
countries understand the
global nature of climate
change and the need for
collective action.
Optimizing Resource
Allocetion: Al canoptimize
theallocation of resources
for climate mitigation and
adaptation, ensuring that
efforts are both efficient
and equitable.

Monitoring and Reporting:
Al can enhance the
monitoring of greenhouse
gas emissions and other
environmenta indicators,
ensuring transparency and
accountability in
international agreements.
Fecilitating Collaboration:
Al-driven platforms can
facilitate collaboration
between countries,
organizations, and
researchers by providing
a common space for
sharing information, tools,
and best practices.
Public Awareness and
Engagement: Al can help
increase public awareness
about climate change
through personalized
communication  and
education campaigns,
fostering a global
understanding and
commitment to action.
Policy Development: Al
can assist in developing
and evaluating climate
policiesby smulating their
potential impacts and
identifying the most
effective strategies for
different regions.

WhileAl offers significant
potential, its effectiveness
will depend oninternational
cooperation, equitable
access to technology, and
addressing ethical and
governance issues related
to its deployment.
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EDITORIAL

Is there any change in the status of Hindi
in India after 77 years of independence?

Dr. Manmohan Prakash

ccording to
the Indian
Constitution,

Hindi is the official
language and is still
waiting to become the
national language. It is
one of the most widely
spoken languages in the
Indian subcontinent.
As per the 2011 census, over 43.63% of people
in India use Hindi as their mother tongue, and
it is the third most spoken language globally.
Today, Hindi holds a significant place in Indian
culture, literature, cinema, and media, and is
highly rich in terms of literature and grammar.
Academically, Hindi is taught in schools and
universities not only in India but also in abroad.
However, English continues to dominate in higher
education, technical and medical studies, as well as
in scientific research. On digital platforms (internet
and social media), the presence of Hindi is steadily
increasing. Many websites, apps, and social media
platforms are now available in Hindi. Services like
Google, Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter can be
used in Hindi.

Indian scientists have consistently argued that
education and knowledge, especially in science,
should be promoted in Indian languages instead of
English, so that scientific knowledge is more easily
accessible to the general public. Freedom fighters
believed that Hindi was not just a language, but
a symbol of independence, cultural identity, and
national unity. The current Indian politicians also
seem to have a positive look towards Hindi.
Almost all state politicians use Hindi for public
communication and view it not just as a language
but as a symbol of national identity and pride.
India's current Prime Minister, Narendra Modi,
is a strong supporter of Hindi. He has promoted
Hindi on global platforms by delivering speeches
in Hindi at international forums. He believes that
Hindi is not just a major language of India but
also a symbol of India’s identity and cultural and
historical heritage.

Despite so much support for Hindi, the path
to making Hindi the national language still faces
many challenges, primarily related to the country's
cultural and linguistic diversity, and political
ideologies, which make it a sensitive issue.
English continues to hold its dominant position
in the country, largely because it is a co-official
language and plays a crucial role in administration,
judiciary, higher education, and scientific research.

To maintain harmony, unity, and brotherhood in
the country, a balanced approach is needed to solve
the national language issue—one that respects all
the languages and cultures of the country. The
main reasons preventing Hindi from becoming the
national language include (1) The special social
prestige that people who know and speak English
enjoy. (2) The desire to pursue higher and technical
education from prestigious institutions, and
scientific research, makes knowledge of English
essential. (3) The younger generation feels that
knowing and speaking English makes them appear
"modern" and "successful." This psychological
influence prevents them from adopting Hindi.
(4) The desire among the youth to study abroad
and work for foreign companies drives them
to prioritize English over Hindi. (5) Both the
central and many state governments still use a
significant amount of English in administrative
and judicial work. (6) For various reasons, Hindi
speakers themselves often give less importance
to their language and place more value on
English.

I believe that if Indians truly want to see
Hindi as the national language, they must take
pride in Hindi and treat it as an important part
of their identity. The dependence on English for
higher and technical education and research must
be reduced, and regional languages along with
Hindi must be promoted. This is the intent of the
2020 education policy, and it should be adopted by
all states in the national interest as soon as possible.
Finally, I would like to emphasize that the greater
obstacle to Hindi's progress comes not from non-
Hindi speakers, but from Hindi speakers themselves,
particularly the elite group and the middle class,
who give more importance to English. This not
only hinders the progress of Hindi but also poses a
challenge to other Indian languages and cultural
identities. Therefore, a positive outlook towards
Hindi and respect for all regional languages is
the greatest need of the hour for all Indians.
Independent Journalist
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Sitaram Yechury: A versatile Left Prodigy

Dr Santosh Kumar Mohapatra

y heart got
throbbed and
pulsated, while

mind got perplexed
and puzzled to know
the news of sad and
untimely demise of CPM
General Secretary Sitaram
Yechury who passed away
at the All-India Institute
of Medical Sciences at
3.05 pm on September 12,
2022. Yechury had been
admitted to the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) in
AIIMS, Delhi for a severe
respiratory tract infection
on August 19. He was 72.
The family of Sitaram
Yechury have donated
his body to AIIMS for
research and teaching
purposes according
to his wishes to spur
scientific temperament.
Mr. Yechury is survived
by his wife Seema Chishti,
Editor of” The Wire”
, a son and a daughter.
Yechury's personal life
was marked by tragedy
when he lost his eldest
son, Ashish, to Covid-19
in 2021.

Sitaram Yechury, a left

warrior, quintessential
Marxist-Leninist was
born on August 12, 1952
into a Telugu-speaking
family in Chennai. His
father was an engineer
in the Andhra Pradesh
State Road Transport
Corporation and his
mother a government
servant. He grew up
in Hyderabad till the
Telangana agitation of
1969 brought him to Delhi.
He studied B.A. (Hons.)
in Economics at St.
Stephen's College, Delhi
and M.A. in Economics,
from Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU),
achieving first class in both
and being gold medallist
during graduation.

It was in JNU that his
political career began. He,
along with his predecessor
Prakash Karat, was
instrumental in making
the JNU an impregnable
Left stronghold and
bastion which could not
be broken by right wing
forces. He made a name
for himself as the JNU
Students Union President
for forcing Indira Gandhi
to resign as the Chancellor
of the university.
Throughout his career,
Yechury was known for
his humility, personal
integrity, and his ability
to engage in political
discourse without rancour.
He bestrode many

identities. He had many
identities and yet you
could not tie him down to
any one label. He is a man
with numerous identities
and a versatile Prodigy.
He was a liberal and
realistic and a multilingual
who could very well
explain any matters in a

simple and lucid way to
common people.

During his nearly
five-decade political
career, he broke several
conventions, first of
which was to become the
president of the Students’
Federation of India. All
the presidents till then
had come from Kerala
or Bengal; he did not
belong to either. He was
amember of the Politburo
of the CPI(M) since
1992. He was a Member

of Parliament, Rajya
Sabha from West Bengal
from 2005 to 2017. He
was a superb and astute
Parliamentarian with a
brilliant wit and sense of
humour. He is one of the
greatest left intellectuals/
economists/ Columnists
and social activists.

In 2015, Yechury was
elected as the general
secretary of the CPI(M),
the highest post in the
party, succeeding Prakash
Karat. His tenure as
general secretary came
at a challenging time
for the CPI(M), which
was grappling with
diminishing electoral
fortunes, especially after
losing power in West
Bengal , Tripura . Yechury
sought to navigate these
difficulties by advocating

for broader coalitions
with other left-wing and
secular parties, a stance
that sometimes led to
internal incongruities
within the party.

He was a strategist who
revelled in bringing
incongruent ideological
constituents together. He

o
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worked on the Common
Minimum Programme
for the United Front
government in 1996 and
for the United Progressive
Alliance governments
in 2004. He played
crucial role in starting
MGNREGA scheme,
introducing Right to
Information Act

He played a very
crucial role in bringing
the Opposition parties
close, ahead of the
Lok Sabha election in

2019 and formation
of the Indian National
Developmental,
Inclusive Alliance in
2023. He exhibited his
charisma and dexterity
to iron out differences
and settle the ego clashes
between the honchos of
different parties. The
one-time student leader
who challenged Indira
Gandhi was close to her
daughter-in-law Sonia
Gandhi and grandson
Rahul Gandhi.
Everybody will succumb
to an inexorable journey
of time. Death will strike
everybody. But death
struck Sitaram Yechury
a little bit earlier. He
could have contributed
a lot to people 's cause,
and left, progressive,
secular and democratic
movement. He was
a counterweight to
the rise of right-wing
reactionary forces that
do not believe in our
secular and democratic
structure of the country.
It is very difficult to fulfil
the vacuum created by
his sad demise especially
when his role was crucial
in protecting democracy,
constitutional values.
Nation needs such a great,
judicious leader more.
The author is an Odisha
based Economist/Columnist/
social thinker. Email;
skimohapatra67@gmail.com

What is

ountries worldwide
display varying levels
of digital literacy,

with low-income countries
having the lowest literacy.
The disparities among middle
and high-income countries are
significant as well.

A study by the United Nations
Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO)
found that in Chad and the
Central African Republic,
only 1.6% and 2.4% of
adults, respectively, have
ever copied or moved a
folder. Skills like using basic
formulas in spreadsheets are
also drastically low in low
and middle-income countries.
In more developed countries,
like the US, Americans have
varying degrees of digital
knowledge. Whileasignificant
portion demonstrated an
understanding of basic
digital concepts like phishing
scams, many struggled
with more advanced topics.
For instance, only 28%
could identify two-factor
authentication, and just 24%
understood the limitations of
"private browsing" modes,
as published by a 2019 Pew
Research Center study. This
disparity in digital literacy
underscores the importance
of continuous education,
especially as technology
becomes increasingly
integrated into daily life.
With a lack of digital literacy
evident worldwide, albeit
in different proportions, the
demand for digital skills in
countries still needs to be
met. While several African
countries are seeing a rising
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Digital Literacy and its Role in Education?

Vijay GarG

demand for basic digital skills,
several European countries
and the US demand more
advanced digital dexterity,
based on reports by the
UNIDO and World Economic
Forum. Digital job postings in
the U.S. rose by 24% between
2018 and 2021, with a 116%
surge in listings for data
engineers, with proficiency
demanded in advanced data
analytics, cybersecurity,
programming, automation,
and digital business skills.
The rise of remote work has
also increased the significance
of digital skills and online
communication. Digital
etiquette and understanding
online norms and behaviors
are vital in professional
settings. Additionally, the
ability to discern and utilize
online information is crucial
to stay adept in the evolving
world. While digital literacy
offers vast opportunities
to ensure global economic
participation, it protects
against online threats like
cyberbullying and scams,
providing safe digital
interactions.

What is the role of digital
literacy in education?
Educational institutions
faced a paradigm shift during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
transitioning swiftly to
online learning. Digital
learning and education have
seen significant growth
and transformation in
recent years, with hybrid
learning taking center stage.
Projections indicate that the
global e-learning market is
set to exceed 243 billion U.S.
dollars by 2022.

This growth underscores
the critical importance of
digital literacy for academic
success and better learning
outcomes, particularly in
higher education. Using
digital tools in education, from
online portals to advanced
research databases, enhances
learning outcomes. For

instance, 81% of US college
students state that digital
learning technologies helped
them boost their grades, as
published by Statista in 2016.
Universities also play a crucial
role in developing students’
future career prospects.
Students with the right digital
skills and supporting soft
skills like creativity, problem—
solving, collaboration, and
critical thinking are likely to
land better and higher—paying
jobs after they graduate.
With well-rounded digital
skills, graduates are also
better positioned to leap into
entrepreneurship and thrive.
Teaching digital literacy in
educational institutions
Encourage critical thinking:
Universities should prioritize
teaching students to critically
evaluate digital content,
understand data privacy, and
be aware of cybersecurity,
ensuring they can navigate
the digital world safely
and effectively. Providing
resources like e-textbooks
and online databases while
encouraging students to
search, critique, absorb, and
reference multiple sources
in their work will help build
critical thinking skills.
Incorporating technology into
the curriculum: It's essential
for educational ingtitutions to
seamlessly integrate digital
tools and platforms into their
curricula, enhancing learning
experiences and familiarizing
students with the latest
technologies. Institutions can
ask students to create videos,
animations, podcasts, or
digital magazines as a part of
their coursework.

Ethical use of technology:
With the rapid advancements
in Al and big data, there are
several tools like ChatGPT
and Midjourney for students
to leverage. Universities
must educate students about
the ethical considerations,
potential biases, and societal
impacts of these digital
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innovations and how best to
use them.

Provide opportunities for
collaboration and problem-
solving: Offer digital
collaboration experiences.
Virtual group work helps
students develop digital
literacy skills, benefiting
from diverse peer experiences
and a better understanding
of digital communication
tools. Students can improve
their skills through virtual
meetings, shared cloud
documents, and other
digital collaborative tools
like Figma to understand
how to communicate and
work together in virtual
environments.
Challenges faced in
implementing digital literacy
programs in education
Resource limitations: Many
educational institutions,
especially in underserved
areas, lack the necessary
infrastructure, tools, and
resources to support digital
literacy programs. Inadequate
computer labs, outdated
software, and limited access
to high-speed internet are
primary sources of the
problem.

Training and professional
development: Even with the
right tools, educators might
not be adequately trained
to teach digital literacy.
Continuous professional
development is required to
ensure educators are updated
with the latest digital tools and
practices.

Resistance to change: Both
educators and students might
beresistant to the integration of
technology in the classroom.
This resistance can stem from
misconceptions about digital
literacy, fear of technology,
or a preference for traditional
teaching methods.

Evolving digital landscape:
The digital world constantly
changes, with new tools,
platforms, and technologies
emerging regularly. Keeping

up with these changes and
ensuring the curriculum
remains relevant can be
challenging.

Strategies for enhancing
digital literacy programs
Joint Initiatives

Building alliances among
schools, governmental
agencies, and non-profit
organizations can pool
resources, share expertise,
and amplify the impact of
digital literacy programs.
ConnectED Initiative,
launched by the Obama
administration, aimed to
connect 99% of students
in the U.S. to high-speed
wireless internet. It brought
together schools and tech
companies like Adobe,
Microsoft, and Prezi to
provide affordable access
to technology.

Hands-on Learning
Integrating real-world
problem-solving through
projects and internships
allows students to apply
their digital skills in
practical settings, ensuring
a deeper understanding and
better knowledge retention.
Innovation studios like
Futurize help support
universities in building
innovation programs that
bring students together to
work collaboratively and
create solutions to complex
problems. Students develop
skills around design
thinking, researching,
virtual working, and
communication, which
are essential for the digital
world.

Ongoing Educator
Development

Older teachers may need
to be more familiar with
current digital tools.
Bridging the digital skills
gap among educators
requires district-level
initiatives to be formed
through partnerships with
the educational sector,
communities, and media.
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This collaboration ensures
teachers receive the
necessary training and
resources to teach digital
literacy in today's digital

age effectively.
The future of digital

literacy
Digital literacy is
increasingly becoming
a cornerstone for
youth employability
in the modern world.
The indispensability of
digital skills for global
citizens is underscored
by its role not just in
communication but also
in securing employment,
comprehensive
education, and fostering
inclusive societies.
While the importance
of introducing digital
literacy in schools and
universities is recognized,
many educational systems
globally are grappling
with challenges such as
inadequate infrastructure
and insufficient educator
training. On a brighter
note, global initiatives are
in motion to bridge this
gap. The United Nations'
sustainable development
goals (SDGs) highlight
the urgency of equipping
both youth and adults
with information and
communication technology
(ICT) skills. Moreover,
ambitious targets like the
European Union's aim to
ensure 70% of adults have
basic digital skills by 2025
signal a collective move
towards a digitally literate
future.

To turn goals into action,
universities, governments,
non-profits, and tech
companies must unite to help
the youth worldwide enhance
their digital skills through

better education.
Retired Principal
Educational columnist
street kour Chand, MHR
malout -152107
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PUnjah AAP

Chandigarh (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN),
September 13: Punjab
AamAdami Party leaders
havewelcomed Kgriwa’s
bail ordersby the Supreme
court on Friday.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal was
granted bail on Friday.
AAP leaders and
volunteers hailed it as a
victory for truth and
democracy. Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
welcomed the Supreme
Court's decision, stating
that "the truth has
prevailed." CM Mann
posted on his X account
that Arvind Kejriwal'sbail
is proof that truth cannot
be suppressed.

AAP Punjab leaders and
volunteers celebrated
Kejriwal's bail at the
Chandigarh party office,
distributing sweets and
performing bhangrato the
beat of dhol. Punjab
Cabinet Ministers Brahm
Shanker Jimpa, Anmol
Gagan Maan, and Dr.
Balbir also joined the

celebration with party
volunteersand workers.
MP Malvinder Singh
Kang, senior
spokesperson Neel
Garg, and other AAP
leaders also
congratul ated the party
workers.

Punjab Speaker Kultar
Singh Sandhwan
thanked the Supreme
Court for granting bail to
ArvindKgriwal, stating
that justice has
prevailed. He noted that
the court clarified that
the CBIl's arrest of
Keriwal was aimed at
preventing his release
onbail intheED'scase.
Sandhwan emphasized
that the court has
reaffirmed that in our
country, nooneisabove
the law.

AAP Cabinet Minister
AmanArora, inamedia
statement, asserted that
while justice may be
delayed, the central
government should
recognize that the truth
cannot be defeated. He
emphasized that the
Supreme Court's

decision demonstrates
that the truth cannot be
suppressed. Arora
described the ruling as a
significant rebuke to
agencieslikethe ED and
CBI, which heclaimsact
on behalf of the BJP. He
congratulated party
workers and affirmed
that AAP will now work
more vigorously than
ever.

Cabinet Minister
Harbhajan Singh ETO
said that the decision of
the honourable Supreme

court represents the
victory of our
constitution and today
thefaith of the peoplein
the judiciary system
have also  been
strengthened. He said
that it is a fake liquor
policy case and Arvind
Kejriwal's bail was
inevitable.
AAP senior
spokesperson Neel
Garg praised the
Supreme Court's recent
decision, stating it
reinforced that whilethe

Kashmir Writers' Association Organizes
EveryVoteMatter§ Campaign mAnantnag

SRI NAGAR(AaS|f
Malik): The Kashmir
Writers' Association
(KWA) recently
conducted a voter
awareness program under
the slogan "Every Vote
Matters' inAnantnag. The
initiative aims to
encourage youth
participation in the
electoral process,
emphasizing the
importance of every
individud’svotein shaping
the future of Jammu and
Kashmir. A group of
enthusiastic young writers

gathered, holding a
banner that highlighted
the unity required to
make a significant
impactinelections. The
message, "United We
Shape Our Future!"
was  prominently
displayed, urging
citizens to exercise
their right to vote and
contribute to the
democratic process.

This event is part of a
series of activities by
the KWA, aimed at
educating the youth
about their roles and

e
responsibilities as
informed voters. The
association's president
expressed that such
initiatives are crucial,
especially intimeswhen
the political atmosphere
is charged, and youth
participation can be a
decisive factor in the
direction of future
governance.

The program witnessed
active participation from
members of the KWA,
who emphasized the
need for every voter to
understand the val ue of

their vote in sustaining
a strong democratic
fabric. Participants
voiced their dedication
to spreading
awareness in their
communities.

The KWA’s voter
awareness campaign
continues to resonate
with the theme of
responsible citizenship,
with a focus on
ensuring that the youth
of Kashmir are at the
forefront of electoral
engagement.

Dr. R.C Khuntia, Ex-M Predlected asthe
Vice Chair of BWI ASIA Pacific

Bhubaneswar (KCN):

Dr. R.C Khuntia, EX-MP
is reelected as the Chair
of BWI for 5yearsinAsia
Pacific Regional
Committee in Regional
Conference of BWI held
onKulalampurMalasiaon
11.09.2024 and
12.09.2024 Dr.
R.C.Khuntia is also
Chairman of BWI World
Board, Mr. Devnanoon of
Augtraliapresided over the
meeting BWI President
PeoOlff General
Secretary Ambit Yuson,
Vice President MS
Sender, Regional
representative Appolinar
Tolentino, Sub Regional
representative Dr. Rajeev
Sharma, Regional
Education Officer
Prerana Prasad and 118

representative from
USA, Switzerland,
Panama, Philippine,

Malaysia, India,
Pakistan, Japan,
Singapore, Mizoram and
Nepal participatedinthis
conference.
Resolutionwere
passed condemning the

military actioninMyanmar
and action on trade union
leaders of Hong Kong,
Philippineand SouthKoria
The conference also
supported the demand of
I ndian labour to withdraw
4 |abour code which was
passed in parliament
without discussion. Man

discussonwasonclimate
change heat wait and
heat stressand itsimpact
of labours. The
conference also
discussed about the
Migrant Iabour issuesand
implementation of Globa
Compact of migration.
Dr. R.C. Khuntia,
Kishore Jena, Madan
Mohan Dhal,
PrasantaM ohapatra,
Pranati Mishra and
Mutuja, Chandra Prakas
Singh, Pawan Kumar,
NalaMutu.
AmzadHussen,
Bholanath Tiwari,
Swadesh, Gopinath, Panir
Silva, Rahul Sharma,
Prince, Saloni,
SwaukatAlli, Dinesand
othersparticipatedinthe
meeting.

eadleys welcomeKe] riwal st M Mann sa

truth can be challenged, it
cannot be defeated. He
commended the Court for
affirming that no one is
abovethelaw inIndiaand
criticized the CBI's
conduct, urgingitto avoid
being seen as a "caged
parrot." Garg expressed
satisfaction at Arvind
Kejriwal’s release from
jail, calingitavictory for
honest politics. He
emphasized that Kejriwal
hasrevolutionized Indian
politics by focusing on
issues such as education,

healthcare, employment,
electricity, and water.
Garg highlighted that
Keriwa'sinvolvementin
the Haryana election
campaign will
significantly impact the
voters, as both farmers
andyouthin Haryanaare
seeking substantial
changeand arelooking to
Kejriwal and AAP for
leadership.

MLA Rupinder Happy
thanked the Supreme
Court for granting the bail
to Arvind Kejriwal and
said that now hell once
again lead the AAP and
take the party to new
heightsin India
Minister Anmol Gagan
Maan visited the party
officeto celebrateArvind
Kejriwal'sbail withAAP
workers, declaring it a
victory for honesty and
an honest |leader. She
emphasized that the
decisionisalsoatriumph
for our constitution and
expressed that every
AAPvolunteeristhrilled
with the Supreme Court’s
ruling. She congratul ated
all AAP workers and

d, ‘The truth has fina

noted that the decision
bringsgreat joy toal who
believein justice and the
judiciary system.

The Cabinet Minister
emphasized that the
Hon’ ble Supreme Court
has reaffirmed that there
isno place for autocracy
inIndia

She added that the
Supreme Court’s
decision has created an
atmosphere of immense
happiness among party
workers across the
country.

AAP MP Malvinder
Singh Kang expressed
gratitude to the Supreme
Court of India for its
decision, noting that the
court highlighted the
misuse of central
agencies. He declared
that Arvind Kejriwal's
bail represents a victory
for the truth and a
setback for the
unconstitutional schemes
of the BJP. Kang added
that the party's presence
and influencein Haryana
will grow stronger as a
result.

AAP Minister Lalchand

y won’

Kataruchakk thanked
the Supreme Court,

stating that the decision
brings relief to al who
believe in the
constitution, democracy,
and the judiciary. He
noted that the BJP has
been targeting opposition
leaders, particularly AAP
leaders, in an
unconstitutional manner,
and suggested that this
decision serves as a
lesson for them.

AAP MLA Jagdeep
Kamboj Goldy said that
today's decision of the
honourable Supreme
court proves that
nothing and no one is
above the constitution.
Arvind Kejriwal was
arrested by the CBI just
to keep himin jail after
the bail in ED matter.
But today the justice is
delivered.

AAP Punjab General
Secretary Jagroop Singh
Sekhwan also
welcomed the decision
of the Supreme Court
and celebrated the bail
of Arvind Kejriwal with
the party workers.

TheWCD Ministry SeeksApplicationsfrom Eligible
Children for Pradhan Mantri RashtriyaBal Puraskar

Kolkata, (KCN):The
Union Ministry for
Women and Child
Development has sought
applicationsfromeligible
children with exceptional
abilities and outstanding
achievements, exceptional
bravery and who have
had widespread and visible
impact on society in the
fields of sports, social
service, science &
technol ogy, environment,
arts and culture and
innovation and received
due recognition at the
national level. The act or
the achievement of the
said candidate should
have been within two
years of the last date of

receipt of application or
nomination for theyear of
consideration in the
website i.e., https://
awards.gov.in.

The Awards will be
conferred by the
President Smt Droupadi
Murmu in a special
function to be held in
January, next year, like
every year.
Thedigibility criteriafor
receiving the award
included the candidate is
required to be above the
age of 5 Years and not
exceed 18 years (as on
July 31 of the respective
year) and heor sheshould
be an Indian citizen
resident of India.

The last date for receipt
of the online application
forms is September 15,
2024. In this context, the
ministry has made four
TV spots and three radio
jingles from the Central
Bureau of
Communication (CBC)
for widepublicity.

The maximum number of
awardeesis25. However,
any relaxation to this
maximum number may be
permitted at the discretion
of the National Selection
Committee. The
nomination can be done
by the State governments,
Union Territory
administrations, district
collectors/district

magistrates, Panchayati
Rg indtitutions, al Centra
and State school boards,
Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan, Navodaya
Vidyalaya Sangathan,
National Protection of
Child Rightsand different
Union ministries,
including Social Justice,
Department of School
Education in Ministry of
Education, Ministry of
Youth Affairs,
Department of Sports,
Ministry of Culture and
thelike.The applications
will befirst scrutinized by
the Screening Committee
andthefina selectionwill
be done by the National
Selection Committee.

SYL issuerisesin South Haryana
Canal water has been an

election issuefor five decades

Rewari(KCN Jagdish
Yadav) :With thecoming
into existence of Haryana,
many such political issues
were born, whose
controversy continues
even today, till now these
problems have not been
resolved by the political
parties occupying the
power of the state due to
lack of political will.
Rather, in the name of
solving these problems,
Ahirwal has been
exploiting the peopleof the
area for many decades
through votes. Due to
which the people of South
Haryanaarestill grinding
in the mill of political
exploitation. Fromtimeto
time, you have definitely
been baking your own
rotis. Despite this, this
issue could not be
resolved, many elections
have been held in
Haryana on the SYL
controversy, this is such
an issue, when €elections
arehddinthestate, dl the
political partieshave been
tryingto capitaizeon SYL
in their own way. But as
soon as the election is
over, the issue of SYL is
that the book closes.
Deprived of rights even

after the decision of the
Supreme Court: Despite
the Supreme Court's
decision in favor of
Haryana, till date this
issue has not been
resolved and neither the
ruling party nor the
opposition could speak on
it nor the opposition
raised any question on
thisissue. Duetothis, the
political partiesaretrying
to curse each other, the
weather is hot, the sultry
summer iscompeting and
heating up in this sultry
summer season. As the
elections are
approaching, the leaders
are attacking each other,
sharp and bitter attacks
arein full swing. In the
recently held Lok Sabha
elections, the leaders
attacked each other using
sharp words, but the
issueof SY L, whichused
to becomeaspecial issue
during the last six
decades during the
elections, was missing
this time. Now in the
assembly elections, the
leaders are accusing
each other, but the
silence of the leaders
about the SYL canal
about the development of

the area has become a
question of life for the

farmers. They are
engaged in this
introspection that for their

area, the canal water
becameaquestion of life
and death, which became
an election issue for six
decades, deceiving us as
a vote, now the issue is
missing in this election.
Congress |leaders Chau
Bhupendra Hooda,
Virendra Singh, Rao
Inderjit Singh, including
Congress |leaders Chau
Bhupendra Hooda,
Virendra Singh, Rao
Inderjit Singh, started
the padyatrain the name
of water war, in which
Mahendra started the
promise of getting blue
water to the area by the
Congress. The districts
of Garh, Rewari, Guru
village were shown to
be SYL as well as the
blue water of Sutlej
Yamuna and Ahirwal
area gave the power of
the state to the
Congress in the year
2006 with the Bumper
seat. He remained in
power for ten years and
his government was at
the center, but the

guestions of thelifeand
death of the farmers of
this area could not be
brought by SYL, far
from the blue water that
SYL had promised and
he has disappeared
from his party today
from histongue. At the
same time, the BJP,
which has been in
power in the state for
ten years and at the
center for the third
time, has nothing to do
with SYL, they do not
talk on thisissue. Water
has gone down by seven
to eight feet: In South
Haryana without canal
water and less rainfall
duetolessrainfall. The
underground water has
gone down by seven to
eight feet, duetowhich
farming is not being
supplied to the far
drinking water. The
color of the election
without issue is not
increasing: SYL, which
has been an election
issue for five decades,
this time the election
color seems to be faded
dueto the disappearance
of the leaders from their
tongues.
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Samakoil |rr|gat|o prOj ect aces resistance

Keonjhar(KCN): A
12-hour shutdown in

Telkoi area and
blockade of National
Highway49 at

Jagmohanpur in protest
against construction of
proposed Chakdar
irrigation project on
Samakoi river under
Telkoi block in this
district passed off
peacefully. The bandh
call was issued by the
‘Chakdar Prakalpa
Samanwaya Samiti’.
The agitators blocked
the NH-49 near
Jagmohanpur Chowk
from around 6 am
Thursday.

Asaresult, hundreds of
vehiclesincluding line

buseswerestuck onboth
sidesof theroad. While
passengersalongwiththe
drivers faced many
difficultiesontheroad,
transportation of
essential goodswasaso
disrupted. Similarly,
shops, schooals, colleges,
government and private
institutionswere closed
in Telkoi. Itisrevealed
that inthefirst Budget of
the BJP government in
state, provision was
made for the
implementation of the
Angul Samakoi Barrage
project. The project
construction site is
located in Chakdar
village under Kardangi
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panchayat in Telkoi
block of Keonjhar
district. This has
sparked abacklash over
the threat of
submergence of many

villagesin Telkoi block
after the project got
approval.

As a result, local
peopl e staged abandh
a Telkoi August 27 and

aggingslur on JNV Hadgarh

Hatadihi(KCN):
Ragging of students
continues to plague
educationd ingtitutionsin
the state as a Class I1X
student has allegedly
been beaten up on adaily
basis for years by his
seniors at PM Shri
Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya at Hadagarh
under this block in
Keonjhar district, sources
said Thursday. According
to the complaint lodged
by the student’sfather at
the Soso police station,
the survivor, a male
student of ClassIX inthe
school, wasbeaten by his
seniors daily. Police
registered a case (171/
2024) and launched an
investigation.

According to the
complaint, Mandardhar
Tout of Balia village

under Soso police Ilmlts

had alleged that some
senior students of the
institute have been
beating his son since he
joined theschool in Class
V1. Rout complained with
the school authorities but
thelatter never addressed
his pleas. Recently, the
boy was beaten up by
some senior students
March 29, and sustained
swelling on his face and
cheek. The school
authoritiesallegedly tried
to suppress the incident
again without taking any
action againgt the accused
students. The matter
came to the fore when
Mandardhar and his
daughter Manojawent to
the school after learning
about the visit of the
additional commissioner
from Bhopal to the schoal,

September 4. He saw
some students assaulting
his son inside the
classroom when he
entered the school
premises to meet the
additional commissioner.
Heimmediately lodged a
written complaint at the
Soso police station.
Police registered a case
Wednesday against
three students. Soso 11C
Bijay Kumar Bihari
visited the school and
conducted an inquiry,
Thursday.

When contacted,
principal P Manikanthan
rejected the charges
while additional
commissioner P
Munirameya from
Bhopal office assured to
conduct a probe and
take suitable action in
this regard. The boy’s

sister Manoja said that
the school principal
misbehaved with her
and asked her to leave
the school premises
when she visited the
school with the police
for an inquiry,
Thursday. On the other
hand, the parents’
association, principal P
Manikanthan,
additional
commissioner P
Munirameya, vice-
principal Pramod Barik
of the JNV and
principal Ramraj Singh
of JNV, Cuttack
conducted a meeting
and proposed to the
boy’sfather to shift his
son to a separate
Navodaya Vidyalaya.
However, the boy’s
father has refused to
the proposal.

RSP moder msatlon on thecards
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Rourkela(KCN):
Director in Charge (DIC)
of Rourkela Steel Plant
(RSP) Atanu Bhowmick,
had an interaction with
the local media here at
the Indo German Club
where he discussed
modernisation plans and
other issuesrelated to the

steel behemoth.
Bhowmik informed that
SAIL chairman

Amarendu Prakash had

recently met

industry. “The chief
minister hasagreed to our
modernisation proposals
for RSP,” stated
Bhowmik. The DIC was
asked about resettlement
plansfor familiesthat will
be displaced duetoRSP's
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Chlef
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi and the two had
discussed ways and
meansto make RSP more
competitive in the steel

modernlsatlon.

“All familiesresidingin
Barkani will be suitably
resettled and for that the
state government will
extend us support,”
Bhowmik informed. He
added that RSP is
committed to protecting
the environment and
reducing the carbon
footprint in the coming
days. “The new
technologiesthat will be

implementedin RSPwill
significantly reducethe
carbon footprint,”
Bhowmik said.
Bhowmik was quick to
point out that RSP is
fully committed totackle
the dengue menace that
has hit the town. He
also added that the
number of dengue
cases have reduced
considerably inthe past
few days. He pointed
out that the Ispat
Genera Hospital (IGH)
is fully geared up to
tackle the disease.
Talking about the
development of the
captive  township
Bhowmik said, “Thisis
in the planning stage
and you will seeresults
very soon. Wewill also
repair theroadsthat are
inbad condition.
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a memorandum was

given to the Chief
Minister to stop the
project. “As there was
no response from the
government regarding
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our demands, we have
intengfiedthecdl withthe
blockade of National
Highway49 with Telkoi
closure today,” said
Kailash Pradhan,

president of the outfit.
Protesters including
many women sat onthe
highway  holding
placards and chanted
variousdogansin protest
of the project. The
agitators said that the
movement will be
intengifiedif the project
isnot withdrawn. Inthe
afternoon, Keonjhar
Sub-Collector
Umakanta Dalel along
with other senior officers
went to thespot and held
talkswith the agitators.
“The Sub-Collector has
givenassuranceand said
that the administration
and the officials of the
I rrigation department will
becalled for discussion

2024-2025
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within seven days to
decide on the project.
After getting assurance,
the agitators withdrew
theblockade’ theoutfit's
advisor Babuld Pradhan
said. Keonjhar
Collector Visha Singh
said, “Wereceived the
memorandum and
assured villagers to
organise a meeting
between the Irrigation
department and the
representatives of the
outfit tomakethemclear
about the project. Asper
thenew plan, novillage
will submerge, andthat will
bedear dterthelrrigation
department givesproper
explanation to the loca
peopleinthemeeting.”

— _ - 1503.2024
(Special discount for new admission before 10,v0.2u29)
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MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
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For details
Contact :

Call-9438102188, 06792-255227
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E-mail- mps.bpd@gmail.com
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Cellecor Gadgets Limited expands its overseas operations by incor porating a new wholly owned subsidiary in Hong Kong

Kolkata (AMBAR
MUKHERJEE):
Cellecor GadgetsLimited
arapidly growing leader
in India's dynamic
electronicsand consumer
durables goods market,
announces the
establishment of its
wholly owned subsidiary
in Hong Kong, named
Cellecor Gadgets HK
Limited.
Thisdtrategicinitiative, in
line with the company’s
announced blue print for
growth, underscores
company’s commitment
to enhancing its supply
chain capabilities and
seizing whatever the
opportunitiesavailable.
Located strategically in
Hong Kong, known as a
gateway to Asia's
electronics industry, the
new subsidiary will serve
as a pivotal hub for
Cellecor Gadgets'
procurement of critical

components and
operational activities,
and with Hong Kong's
robust logistical
infrastructure  and
business-  friendly
environment, the
Company aim to further
optimize its supply chain
efficiencies and
strengthenitscompetitive
edge in delivering
innovative, high-quality
cost-completive products
to itscustomers,

"We are excited to
establish our wholly
owned subsdiaryinHong
Kong, a move that
enhances our ability to
meet the evolving
demands of the
electronicsand consumer
durables goods market,"
sad Mr. Ravi Agarwal,
Managing Director of
Cellecor Gadgets. "This
expansion positions us
closer tokey suppliersand
partners, reinforcing our

commitment to operational
excellence and customer
satigfaction.”

Hong Kong's strategic
location and established
supplier network will enable
Cellecor Gadgets to
streamline operations,
reduce lead times, and
respond swiftly to market
trends. The subsidiary will
foster closer collaboration
with regiona distributors,
enhancing growth
opportunitiesandfacilitating
seamlessmarket penetration
across key consumption
centres.

As Cellecor Gadgets
continues to innovate and
expanditsproduct offerings,
the establishment of the
Hong Kong subsidiary
regffirms our dedication to
driving technological
advancement and
sustainability in the
electronic  consumer
durablesindudtry.

Earlier, the company

B L fegends'ThanksA Dot - Breast Canoer Awarenessprocyam rameting

sdf-breaﬂexaminaiionamon_g

Bhubaneshwar, (KCN):
Initssteadfast commitment
to women's health and
empowerment of
underserved communities,
SBI Life Insurance, under
its* ThanksA Dot initiative,
organized a breast cancer
awareness program to
educate and create
awareness around the
importance of self-breast
examination amongst
femae sanitation workers
of Bhubaneshwar
Municipal Corporation
(BMCQ). Through
collaboraiveeffortswiththe
RotaractClub of
Bhubaneshwar, the
initistiveaimed tobring about
a behavioral change by
empoweringthese women
withaninnovative easy-to-
use tool for self-breast
examination.
Approximately 90+
sanitationworkersattended
the awareness program,
whowereeguippedwiththe
skills and confidence to
perform self- breast
examinationregulaly.

Often, these sanitation
workers face significant
barriersinaccessngcrucia
healthcare resources,
compounded by socio-
economic challenges that
hindertheir gality toprioritize
their well-being.
Recognizing the need for
cregting awareness around
breast cancer & sdf-breast

examination, SBI Life
Insurance continues to
teke agep forward in this
directiontoeducatefemde
sanitationworkersonway's
tofight thisdeadly disease.
Mr. Rajesh Bhugra,
Regional Director-
Bhubaneswar, SBI
Lifelnsurance aong with
Dr. Sanjay Kumar Mishra:
Director- Radiology
Oncology at Utkal
Hospitals, Ms. Nandita
Shah, Vice President, SBI
Life Insurance were
accompanied by the
membersof Rotary clubat
this awareness program.
They addressed these
sanitation workers and
digtributed the innovetive
‘Thanks A Dot’ hot weter

bag.

The innovative ThanksA
Dot tool re-engineers the
‘hotwater beg', thatismost
commonly used by women
acrossthecountry totackle
menstrual pain, by
engravinggpedia lumpson
the front sde of the bag
allowing women to
experiencethesensation of
how ared breast cancer
lump would fedl during
self-examination. This
innovativeyet Smpletool
is an effort to seamledy
enter every household to
promotesdf-checkswhich
works as a reminder for
every woman that making
health their priority is

women i Baubaneswar

Importantandtheprac
self-breast examination
should be included in the
monthly routine.

Breast cancer is among the
many hedthissuesaffecting
women'soveral wdl-being.
Alarmingly, 60% of breast
cancer cases are reported in
later sages, underscoringthe
urgent need for early
detection. Unlike other
diseases, breast cancer can
often be detected early
through simple self-
examindion steps, without
the need for expensive
medical devices.
Understanding the critical
importance of raising
awarenessand empowering
womenwithlifesavingskills
SBI Life Insurance has
designed the innovative
Thanks A Dot' Hot Water
Bag.

Theevent condudedwiththe
digtribution of the hot water
bagsto thefema e sanitation
workers alongside an
interactive session that
educated them on the
importanceof early detection
and technique of sdlf-breast
examination. SBI Life
Insurance reaffirms its
dedication to this cause,
pledgingtocontinueitsefforts
for spreading avarenessand
fadlitatinginnovativetoolsfor
ealy

Jindal Sainless partners with JBM Auto to
roll out over 500 ener gy-efficient electric buses

Bhubaneswar,
(KCN):Pioneering eco-
mobility revolution in
India, Jindal Stainless,
India's largest
stainlesssteel
manufacturer, ispartnering
with JBBM Auto Ltd., the
country’s largest electric
bus manufacturer, for
fabrication of over 500
energy-efficient andlight-
weight stainless steel

electric buses. Jindal
Stainlesswill provide JT
Tubes, made up oflow-
carbon, chromium-
manganese austenitic
stainless steel to JBM
Auto. The materid, dso
denoted asN7 in Bureau
of Indian Standards
specification, 6911, has
threetimesthestrength of
the carbon steel currently
used to fabricate

busesJBM Auto, with an
order book of over 5000
eectricbuses isprogressng
in a transitional manner
towards fabricating its
electric buses from the
earlier used, carbon sted to
stainless steel now. This
would result in
lightweighting, enhanced
performance, higher
strength and durability of
the buses.

unveiled its strategic
blueprint to propel the
company toward its
ambitioussalesmilestones.
This comprehensive plan
encompasses various
aspects of operations and

marketing to drive growth
and ensure market
leadership.

The company is focusing
significantly on the six
business strategies. Firdly,
strengthening
manufacturing
arrangements, which
involve forming strategic
partnershipsor agreements
withmanufecturingfacilities
to ensure efficient
production processes,
consistent product qudity,

andtimely ddlivery.

This includes outsourcing
certain manufacturing
tasks, investing in
automationandtechnology,
implementing quality
control protocols, and
encouraging sustainable
manufacturing practices.

The second strategy
inculcates  effective
inventory management is
critical for minimizing
carrying costs, reducing
stock outs, and improving
overall operational
efficiency. Cellecor amsto
achieve this by
implementing inventory
management systems,
adopting just-in-time
inventory practices, and

optimizing warehouse
layout and logistics for
faster order fulfillment.
The third strategy
highlighted by thecompany
is increasing product
availability and visibility
across various sales
channels is essential for
capturing customer demand
and maximizing sales
opportunities Cdlecor plans
to expand distribution
networks,  strengthen
rdaionshipswithretales ad
implement marketing
initiativestoenhanceproduct
vighility both online and
offline

Cdllecor Gadgetsjourney in
eectronics device busness,
anddlingproductsinitsown

brand, including mohbile
feature phones,
smartwatches, TWS (True
Wirdess Steren) earbuds,
neckbands and LED TVs
-outsources from various
dectronic assamblers and
manufacturers, started in
2012 as M/s Unity
Communicationsitsfounder
Mr. Ravi Agarwal’s
proprietorship firm. The
company is promoted and
managed with an enduring
sustainable  business
strategy, wherein the
Company is aiming to
synergetic amalgamate
busnesspotentia embedded
in the ever- growing
demand of electronic
products with modern

business approach of
sourcing, producing, and
marketingwithanobjective
toprovidequdity productsat
affordableprice

Today, Cellecor GaogetsLtd
is a leading name in the
Indiasconsumer eectronics
industry, known for its
innovativeand cutting-edge
technology. With a
commitment to making
happiness affordable,
Cellecor offers a diverse
rangeof products, including
mohile phones samat TVs,
peskers, neckbands TWS,
soundbars, smartwatches,
Washing Machines,
Mixer-Grinders, ACsand
many more.

TPSODL Bags Best Innovation Project Award for *Press Fit Fuse

Berhampur: TPSODL
(TP Southern Odisha
Distribution Limited)
received the “Best
Innovation Project” in
Innovation Council-2023
inMumbai for Designing
and implementing of
'Press Fit Fuse'. This
Patented Safety
Innovation Project,
"Press Fit Fuse,” was
implemented at various
DSS  (Distribution
Substations) at TPSODL
to eliminate electrical
accidents and ensure
utmost safety. The award
was received by Mr.
Sushil Panigrahi, Head,
Safety, TPSODL from
Mr. Himal Tewari,
CHRO, Chief
Sustainability, and CSR,
TATA Power during the
Annual Award
Ceremony.

Earlier, in the case of a

burnt fuse, linemen
replacedit by climbingup
to the HG fuse structure
physically. Despite safety
zones created
surrounding the el ectrical
structure, accident cases
kept occurring fromtime
to time. Also, a longer
time was required while

Airtel Xstream Fiber unlocks
its NEW All-in-One plans

Bhubaneswar: To serve the needs of premium
households who want the next generational
connectivity and entertainment experience, Bharti
Airtel (“Airtel”), India's premier communications
solutions provider, has once again raised the bar in
the home broadband segment with the launch of three
new all-in-one plans built for the evolving
entertainment needs of today’s connected homes.
Vir Inder Nath, CEO — Homes, Bharti Airtel had
this to say: “Our new plans are built for India's
emerging entertainment needs. Through these bundle
offersweplanto offer our discerning customersgreat
value, convenience and unlock amulti-faceted digital

experience.”

Increased broadband consumption in Indian homes
has given rise to the phenomena of hybrid viewing,
where familiesarelooking to consume OTT content
on the TV screen along with linear TV without the
hasd e of managing multiple subscriptionsand devices.
Airtel’s plans are the first of their kind in terms of
catering to the evolving entertainment needs of the
whole family and come with: Subscription to 17
premium OTTsto gowith unlimited data. Thisincludes
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney+ Hotstar and Airtel
Xstream Premium ((SonyL.iv, Lionsgate, Hoichoi and
11 more OTTs). 350+ TV channels covering the best
of linear TV. Airtel 4K Xstream TV Box* that allows
youtoenjoy OTT andlinear TV content withasingle

device and single remote.
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replacing a faulty fuse.
To tackle this traditional
fuse and method of
replacing the fuse,
TPSODL developed the
Press Fit Fuse. It works
on press-fit principles,
which canbereplacedin
a comparatively easier
way standing from

ground level without
taking any risk. No ladder
and additional electrical
tools are required to
replace the newly
developed fuse.

This innovation ensures
quick fuse replacement
and outagerestorationin
a safe manner.

Additionally, it is cost-
effective and safe. One
skilled person can
replacethe faulty fusein
minimal time and effort
without climbing to the
heights. It is noteworthy
that this Press Fit Fuse
wasdevel oped dong with
Gowt.

EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCESAWAIT
SINGAPOREAIRLINESCUSTOMERS

Singapore: Airlines
(SIA) today unveiled its
all-new flagship
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges at
Singapore Changi Airport
Terminal 3,following a
S$50 millionre-design,
upgrade, and expansion
project. This willfurther
enhance the on-ground
customer experience at
theAirline smain hub,and
comes asthe demand for
international air travel
from and through
Singapore takes off once
again.

The Private Room,
theFirst Classsection of
the SilverKris Lounge,
the Business Class
section of the SilverKris
Lounge, and the
KrisFlyer Gold Lounge
can collectively
accommodate around
1,150 customers within

their 6,100 square-
metres, translating
to30% more seats and
space. This also doubles
the capacity that was
available during the
pandemicwhile the
upgradingworks were
going on. TheAirlinehas
createda sanctuarythat
has been
thoughtfullydesigned to
enhance the comfort and
convenience of diverse
groups of travellers, and
meet their evolving needs
in the coming
years.Customers will be
ableto enjoy world-class
productsand services, as
well as enticingfood and
beverage options, around
the clock at the lounges
beforetheir flight.

Mr Goh Choon Phong,
Chief Executive Officer,
SingaporeAirlines, said:
“Extensive customer

engagement and
research havegone into
the design of the new
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges.
Customerswill enjoy
thoughtfully
curatedproduct offerings
andexperience  the
signatureSingapore
Airlines hospitality,
allwithina comfortable
and restful environment,
ensuring that they are
refreshed and ready for
their journey.

“Openingthesel ounges
at this time signals our
commitment to SIA’s
premium brand and
growth strategy. It
reinforcesour position as
Changi Airport’s anchor
arline, and reflects our
confidence in
Singapore’sfuture as a
pre-eminent global air
hub.”

WHEC recognizesAmritaVishwaVidyapeetham
asexcellenceworldwidein Gender Equality

Barcelona: Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham
was invited to the
UNESCO World Higher
Education Conference
(WHEC), which recently
took placein Barcelona,
Spain. UNESCO
recognized Amritaasone
of five universities of
excellenceworldwidefor
itsperformancein gender
equality.

The WHEC aims to
reshape ideas and
practices in higher

education to ensure
sustainabl e devel opment
for the planet and
humanity, as well as to
define and prepare a
roadmap for a new era
of higher education.

As the world comes out
of COVID-19, the
WHEC’s goals and
strategic scope remain,
and the new timeframe
represents an opportunity
to deepen and expand
common efforts of
knowledge production,

policy dialogue,
exchange, and
networking.

S w a m i
Amritaswarupananda
Puri, President of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
participated in a round
table called
“Universities’
Contribution to Gender
Equality: A global
perspective’. Adding to
his views Swami
Amritaswarupananda
expressed how Amritais

making a difference in
terms of gender equality
and which policies have
been put into place at the
university level. Gender
equality isnumber fivein
theUnited Nations' list of
17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs).He explained
how the culture of gender
equality is not
implemented only in
terms of policies within
Amrita, but also
practiced in spirit.

Theround tableincluded
Dr. Gloria Bonder,
UNESCO Chair on
Women, Science and
Technology; Dr. Ricardo

Vilanueva Lomeli,
Rector General,
University of
Guadalajara; Ms.

Elizabeth Shepherd,
L eader of the
Consultancy team, Times
Higher Education; and
Dr. Victoria Galan-
Muros, Chief of
Research and Analysis,
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CSAurged to'leverage against Afghanistan'sgender apartheid

Andrew
SACA's chief executive
and a World Cricketers

NewDelhi:Refusing to
play against Afghanistan
to protest oppression of
womeninthe country will
have no effect because,
a senior international
administrator told
Cricbuzz on Thursday,
"the Taliban don't give a
s**t about cricket".

That followed a release
from the South African
Cricketers' Association
(SACA) that
"[reaffirmed] our
commitment to supporting
and promoting the
participation of womenin
cricket. Thedeteriorating
human rights for women
under Taliban rule cannot
beignored in the context
of cricket.”

South Africa’'s men's
team will play ODIs
against Afghanistan in
Sharjah on Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday in the
first bilateral series
between any senior
teams from the two
countries. They have met
five times previoudly, all
in the ODI and T20I
World Cups.

Breetzke,

Association board
member, was quoted as
saying: "WCA and
SACA do not condone
any situation in which
women's players are
excluded from competing
inour sport. Every athlete
has the right to equality
of opportunity which is
protected by international
law and set out in the
universal declaration of
player rights.

"That means each player
has the right to equality
of opportunity in the
pursuit of sport, free of
discrimination,
harassment and violence.
A player'sright to pursue
sport cannot be limited
because of his or her
gender. We urge CSA to
utilise the leverage
availabletoit throughthis
series to highlight that...
rights for Afghanistan's
women's playersmust be
protected and respected."”
What pressure might
CSA be able to bring to

bear on the Afghans?
"Theonly leverage CSA
has is through the ICC,
who have discussed the
issue of Afghanistan on
numerousoccasions,” the
administrator said. "The
view is that it's not the
fault of the Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB),
who had been putting in
place measures for
participation of womenin
cricket prior to the
Taliban reasserting
themselves."

The Taliban, which the
Encyclopaedia
Britannica defines as an
"ultraconservative
political and religious
faction", first ruled
Afghanistan from
September 1996 until
they were deposed by a
coalition of American
and Afghan soldiers in
October 2001. They
swept back into power in
September 2021 in the
wake of the United
States' chaotic
withdrawal of their
troops from the country
that August.

Australia and
Afghanistan were dueto
play aTest in Hobart two
months after the
Taliban's return. The
match was postponed.
As were three ODIs
between the teams
scheduled to beplayedin
the United Arab
Emiratesin March 2023.
And three T20Is set for
the UAE in August this
year.

In March this year, CA
cited the Australian

government's view that
"conditions for women
and girlsin Afghanistan
aregettingworse" asthe
reason for maintaining
their stance. CA, a
release said, "continues
itsstrong commitment to
supporting participation
by women and girls in
cricket around theworld
and will continue to
actively engage the ICC
andwork closely with the
ACB to determine what
actionscould betakento

Rafael Nadal pulls out of Laver Cup:
Won't be able to compete in Berlin

Londan:Rafael Nadal
has announced that he
will not compete for
Team Europe at the
Laver Cup in Berlin.
Nadal posted a
statement on social
media, saying that he
was taking the decision
for the benefit of the
team.

Rafael Nadal has
announced that he will
not participate in the
upcoming Laver Cupin
Berlin, a decision that
has cast a shadow over
his 2024 season. The 38-
year-old Spanish tennis
legend, who had initialy
confirmed hisintentionto
compete for Team
Europe in April and
reiterated his
commitment last month,
has been forced to
withdraw dueto ongoing
fitness concerns.
Nadal’s absence from
the event follows his
decision to skip the US
Open, marking another
year plagued by injury
issues.

In a statement
expressing his
disappointment, Nadal
shared hisdecision with

Hardik Pandya bowlswith red bal

NewDelhi:India's all-
rounder Hardik Pandya
hasreignited discussions
about his Test cricket
comeback after sharing a
video of his red-ball
training session in
England.

India's star all-rounder
Hardik Pandya has
stirred specul ation about
a possible return to Test
cricket after posting a
video of himself bowling
with ared bal during a
training session in
England. The 30-year-old
cricketer shared the
footage on Instagram,
which quickly captured

fansandteammates. "I'm
really disappointed to
sharethat | won't beable
to compete at the Laver
CupinBerlinnext week,"
he said. "This is ateam
competitionandtoreally
support Team Europe, |
need to do what's best
for them and at this
moment there are other
playerswho can help the

the attention of fans and
analystsalike.

Hardik, known for his
explosive performances
in limited-overs cricket,
has not featured in Test
matches since September
2018. The star all-
rounder underwent lower
back surgery in 2019,
which sidelined him from
red-ball cricket. Despite
having played only 11 Test
matches in his career,
Pandyahas shown flashes
of brilliancethat suggest he
couldfill thevital roleof a
pace-bowling al-rounder.
Hardik played 11 Testsfor
India, accumulating 523

team deliver the win."

Nadal reflected on his
emotional memories
from previous Laver
Cups and expressed
regret at missing the
opportunity to support his
team, especidly in Bjfrn
Borg's final year as
captain. He concluded
with aheartfelt message,
wishing Team Europe
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the best of luck and
promising to cheer them

on from afar."
A statement from
@RafaelNadal regarding

Laver Cup Berlin 2024:
“1I"'m really disappointed
to share that | won't be
able to compete at the
Laver Cupin Berlin next
week.

Team Europe is yet to

announce a replacement
for Nadal. Thesguad, led
by captain Bjfrn Borg,
currently includes Carlos
Alcaraz, Alexander
Zverev, Daniil
Medvedev, Casper Ruud,
and Stefanos Tsitsipas.
The absence of Nadal is
asignificant blow to the
team, which will need to
adjust its strategy in his
absence.

In contrast, Team World
has made its own
adjustments, with Alex
de Minaur and Tommy
Paul sitting out the event.
Francisco Cer°ndolo and
Thanasi Kokkinakis will
joinateam|led by captain
John McEnroe. The
lineup also features US
Openfindist Taylor Fritz,
Frances Tiafoe, Ben
Shelton, and Alejandro
Tabilo.Nada'swithdrawal
from the Laver Cup has
stirred speculation about
his future in the sport.
Although he has not
announced any retirement
plans, his continued
struggles with fitness
suggest that theend of his
illustrious career may be
approaching.

; i',r.' 1
support the resumption
of bilateral matches in
the future”.

So far, not so good.
Since the Taliban's
return, Afghan girls and
women have been
barred from attending
secondary school, using
public parks, gyms and
beauty salons. They
have been forced to
adhere to a strict dress
code and prohibited from
takingup amost all jobs.
The regime issued new

"vice and virtue" laws
last month that further
entrenched Afghanistan's
gender apartheid. It was
decreed that: "Whenever
an adult woman leaves
her home out of necessity,
sheisobliged to conceal
her voice, face, and

Given that landscape, in
which it is illegal for
women to play sport and
the punishment for doing
so would be viciously
violent, the fact that
Afghanistan are the only
| CC full member without
a women's team is less
important than the harsh
redlitiesof daily lifeinthe
country.

The issue will have
particular resonance in
South Africa, where an
international boycott
against the country's
teams and players in
individual sports in the
1970s and 80s helped
bring down apartheid.
That comparison wasn't

seaml ess, the
administrator  said:
"Sporting sanctions

against South Africa
clearly had an impact,
but refusing to play
Afghanistanwill makeno
impression on the
Taliban. They don't give
as**t about cricket."
Another distinction is
that, in apartheid South
Africa, the exclusively
white national teams
were the pride of the
exclusively white
government, which was
elected by whites
exclusively. That's not
the case under the
Taliban, the administrator
said: "Cricket isthe only
thing that'sbringingjoy to
the people of Afghanistan
at the moment".Asked
during a press
conference on Monday
whether SouthAfricashould
follow theAudrdians leed,
epecidly conddering the
former'shigory, RobWdlter
shouldered arms: "To be
honed, those decisons are
not for me to make.
Ultimetdy, theheadsof CSA
decide whether we do or
don't play. Thet's the extent
ofit"

Zimbabwebuilding stadium near scenic
VictoriaFalls; project funded by ICC

NewDelhi: Emmerson

M nangagwa, the
President of Zimbabwe,
recently laid the

foundation stone for an
ambitiouscricket stadium
near Victoria Falls, a
tourist hotspot in the
country. Once compl eted,
the stadiumwill arguably
become one of the most
picturesque cricket
venuesin theworld.

To be named the Mosi-
oa-Tunya International
Cricket Stadium, the
10,000-seater ground will
host global eventsin 2026
and 2027. Zimbabwe
Cricket (ZC) will co-host
the Under-19 World Cup
in 2026 with Namibia,
while South Africa will
join the two countries to
stagethe prestigious 2027
World Cup.

The Zimbabwean
government hasallocated
10 hectares of land for
the project which,
reportedly, will befunded
by the International
Cricket Council (ICC).
The construction is
expected to cost between
$5 and $10 million,
althoughthel CC hassaid
that no extrafunding will
be provided for any

runsandtaking 17 wickets.
Therecent video of Hardik
Pandya bowling with the
red ball has ignited
discussions about his
potential returntothe Test
arena. Although the
footagesuggestsHardik is
preparing for the upcoming
T20 series against
Bangladesh in October, it
hasrai sed questionsabout
whether he has
communicated his
intentions regarding Test
cricket to the team
management.

Pandya remains one of
India's premier pace-
bowling dl-rounders, with

specific project. The
Victoria Falls Stadium
will be a multi-sport
facility that will reportedly
see, rugby, hockey and
netball also played there.
"The location of this
stadium in this city will
undoubtedly contributeto
the speedy attainment of
tourism sector targets
and towards our national
development aspirations
asoutlinedintheNational
Development Strategy
Vision 2030," President
Mnangagwa said while
laying the foundation
stone.

"As Zimbabwe Cricket,
we are the first to admit
that our stadiums are no
longer adequate, we had
to lock out some fans
during the 2023 World
Cup Quialifiers but that's

aternatives like Shivam
Dubeand Nitish Reddy yet
to match his calibre. His
return could significantly
impact Indias balance in
Test cricket, especialy
giventhepotentia needfor
afourth pacer andaNo. 7
batter in future series.

However, there are
concerns about Hardik
Pandya's readiness for
Test cricket without
playing any domestic red-
ball games. A senior BCCl
official  noted the
importance of Pandya
discussing his Test
comeback plans with key
figures, including chief

not what we want to do.
We want to have as
many people to access
our grounds and we want
their experience to be
awesome when they
come into the grounds.
"So work is already
underway and asyou are
aware, we will be co-
hosting the 2027 men's
World Cup and before
that, we are also hosting
the next edition of the
Under 19 World Cup
together with Namibia, so
these are massive
tournaments and we are
working to improve our
facilitiesfor moreglobal
tournaments,” ZC media
and communication
manager Darlington
Majonga was quoted in
the Coliseum website as
saying.

triggersspeculation over hisTest comeback

“Wf"

seector AjitAgarkar, head
coach Gautam Gambhir,
and captain Rohit Sharma.
It is understood that
without domestic red-ball
experience, Pandya's
selection for Test matches
may be challenging.
Pandya has played two
competitive games, the
T20s against Sri Lanka
since theWorld Cup final
in June. He has opted out
of the Duleep Trophy,
citing workload
management, making it
crucia tomonitor whether
he will participate in
domestic red-ball cricket
for Baroda
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