Bhubaneswar/
Kolkata(KCN):
Cyclone Dana spared
Odishaand West Bengal
from any severe damage
to houses and
infrastructure, but the
uprooting of trees and
electric poles was
reported. Train and flight
servicesresumed in both
states as the cyclone
completed landfal Friday
morning, triggering heavy
rainsin theregion.
Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
asserted that no fatality
report has been received
so far and the state
achieved its ‘zero
casualty mission’, while
West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee said
one person died due to
the natural calamity.
The severe cyclonic
storm Dana completed
its landfall around
8.30am Friday and the
systemtook at least eight
and half hours to enter
the landmass, the IMD
said.

The landfall of ‘Dana
started around 12.05 am
Friday between
Bhitarkanika in
Kendraparaand Dhamra
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in Bhadrak district of
Odishawithwind speeds
of around 110 kmph.
Majhi, who reviewed the
cyclone situation in
Bhubaneswar this
morning, announced that
the state has achieved its
“zero casualty mission”
as there has been “no
report regarding any loss
of humanlifeorinjuryin
the severe cyclonic
storm”.

Thechief minister said all
the roads blocked by
uprooted trees would be
cleared during theday as
the rescue team
personnel had already
started working as soon
as the intensity of wind
reduced Thursday night.
Majhi said many
electrica ingtalationslike
poles and transformers
were damaged and were
being repaired.

“By 6pm Friday,
electricity will be
restored in all places
including the worst-hit
Kendrapara, Balasore
and Bhadrak district,” he
said.

TheWest Bengal CM on
Friday said that one
person died in the state
in cyclone Danaeven as

y  THE KALINGA CHRONICLE

Daily Edition: R.NLL No: OIMENG/201 352530

Popular People's Daily of Odisha

| SSUE NO-325 BHUBANESWAR SATURDAY, 26 OCTOBER, 2024 ¥ 2.50

the  administration
evacuated around 2.16
|akh peoplefrom thelow-
lying areas.

Banerjee, who held a
review meeting at the
state secretariat
Nabanna after spending
thenight thereto monitor
thesituation, directed the
officials to ensure that
relief materials reach al
those affected by the
cyclone.

“Only onepersondiedin
this natural disaster. The
man died at hisresidence
while conducting some
cable-related work. It is
quite unfortunate. The
postmortem examination
will give us a clear
picture. If required we
(state government) will
help the family,”
Banerjee said.

Heavy rains packed with
gusty winds lashed parts
of southern West Bengal .
In various parts of
Mandarmani in Purba
Medinipur and Gosabain
South 24 Parganas
district, waterlogging has
been reported,
compounding the misery
of the affected residents.
The full extent of the
damage is still being

assessed, but initial
reports suggested that
the storm brought heavy
rains, which continued
till Friday, causing
inundation in low-lying
areas.

Thirteen teamsfrom the
state’s disaster
management force and
14 battalions from the
National Disaster
Response Force
(NDRF) have been
deployed in the Bengal
coastal regions, the
officialssaid.

Flight operations
resumed at Kolkata
airport in West Bengal
from 8am Friday after
being suspended since
Thursday evening in
view of the cyclonic
storm.

Train services on the
south section of the
Sealdah Division under
the Eastern Railway also
restarted at 10am after
scheduled cancellations
due to the cyclone, they
said.Flight and train
servicesalso resumedin

Bhubaneswar Friday
morning even though
cyclone Dana tore
through the Odisha coast
sincemidnight.

Biju Patnaik International
Airport here restarted its
operation with the first
flight landing around 9am,
Majhi told reporters.

The East Coast Railway
(ECoR), in a statement,
saidtrainsstarted running
as per schedule, barring
those cancelled earlierin
itsjurisdiction.

The ECoR cancelled

around 203 trains as a
precautionary measure
for the cyclone Dana.
Trains coming from
Visakhapatnam, Howrah
and Kharagpur to
Bhubaneswar have
started running, an ECoR
official said.

A train on the
Kharagpur -
Visakhapatnam route

B would arrive at Bhadrak

Station at 2pm, the ECoR
said.

The railway authorities
informed that trains
scheduled to originate
from Bhubaneswar and
Puri would commence
their journey after noon
on Friday, except the
notified cancelled trains.
Large parts of Kolkata
faced severe
waterlogging during the
morning hours of Friday
ascyclone Danabrought
torrential rain in its
aftermath, inundating
areas across the city.
Accordingtotheregional
Met office in Alipore,
Kolkata received over
100 mm of rainfall till
11.30 am on Friday over
the previous 24 hours.
Knee-deep water at
several thoroughfaresin
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south and central parts of
the city hampered traffic
movement in
Bhawanipur, New
Market, Hazra,
Dharmatala, and Behala
areas.Reports of
waterlogging were also
received from Thanthania
Kdibari, MahatmaGandhi
Road, VIP Road, Park
Circus, Dum Dum and
parts of New Town inthe
northern and eastern parts
of the city.

Significant flooding was
also seen inside the
Kolkata ~ Municipal
Corporation (KMCQC)
headquartersin Esplanade
area, while patients, staff
and hedlth workers were
found wading through
ankle-deep water at
SSKM Hospitd, oneof the
state’s primary referral
hospitals, causing major
inconvenience to visitors
and triggering
apprehensionsof spread of
water-borne infections.
Rainwater accumulation
was also noticed at the
OPD wing of the
Calcutta National
Medical College and
Hospital, another state-
run tertiary healthcare
facility inthecity.

Ukraing West Asaconflictsmatter of concern,
|ndiaready towork for peace: PM Modi

New Delhi(KCN):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Friday said the
ongoing conflicts in
Ukraine and West Asia
are a matter of concern
and India is ready to
make every possible
contribution for
restoration of peace.
His remarks came after
talks with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
who called upon Indiato
contribute to find a
political solution to the
conflict in Ukraine that
hasbeen raging for along
time.

“Theongoing conflictsin
Ukraine and West Asia
are a matter of concern
for both nations. Indiahas
always been of the view
that war cannot be a
solution to problems.
India is ready to make
every possible
contribution for the
restoration of peace,”
Modi said after the 7th
Inter-Governmental
Consultations with the
visiting German
Chancellor.

Modi said he and Olaf
agreed that the global
forumsestablishedinthe
20th century were
inadequateto addressthe

challenges of the 21st
century.

“There is a need for
reforms in multilateral
ingtitutions, including the
UN Security Council,”
the prime minister said.
Earlier, initiatingthe IGC,
the strategic partnership
between India and
Germany has emerged
as a strong anchor at a
time when the world is
faced with tensions,
conflictsand uncertainty.
Modi said India-Germany
ties were a
transformational
partnership of two
capable and strong
democracies and not a
transactiond relationship.
“The world is passing
throughtimesof tensions,
conflictsand uncertainty.
In the Indo-Pacific
region, there are serious
concerns about the rule
of law and freedom of
navigation. In timeslike
this, the strategic
partnership between
India and Germany has
emerged as a strong
anchor,” he said.

The prime minister
recalled that this was
ScholZ'sthirdvisttoIndia
and marked the “triple
celebration” of the

friendship between India
and Germany.
“Inthelast IGCinBerlin
in 2022, we took
important decisions for
our bilateral cooperation.
In two years, there has
been encouraging
progress in various
sectors of our strategic
relations. There hasbeen
increasing cooperationin
areas such as defence,
technol ogy, energy, green
and sustainable
development that have
become symbols of
mutual trust,” he said.
Modi also welcomed the
‘FocusonIndia strategy
announced by Germany.
“l am delighted that to
expand and elevate our
partnership, we are
taking several new and
important initiatives and
moving fromthe‘Whole
of Government’ to the
Whole of Nation
approach,” he said.
ThelGC framework was
launched in 2011 and
allows for a
comprehensivereview of
cooperation and
identification of new
areas of engagement
between the two
countries across various
sectors.

Cyclone Dana: Govt achieves its ‘zero
causality’ tar get, Say's Odisha CM Majhi

Odisha CM Praises ASHA Worker Who Carried Elderly

Woman on Her Shoulders During Cyclone Evacuation

Bhubaneswar,(KCN): Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Mgjhi spoketo ASHA worker Sibani
Mandal of Kendrapada's Rajnagar Community
Health Center over the telephone this afternoon and
thanked her for showing true humanity during the

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Cyclone Dana made
landfall between
Bhitarkanika  and
Dhamrain Odisha, with
the process continuing
until 7AM today.

In a review meeting at
the Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC)
office, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
confirmed that the

state’s vigilant
administration and
preparedness have
resulted in zero
casualties.

“Due to vigilant

administration and
preparedness, there has
been no casualty. The
government has
achieved its ‘zero
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casualty target " stated
CM Majhi. He also
assured that all roads
affected by the cyclone
will be cleared by 1 PM
today. District Collectors
have been directed to
carry out a thorough
damage assessment to
ensure swift recovery
and relief operations.

The cyclone, which
brought heavy rain and
strong winds to the

coastal districts, caused
minor infrastructural
damage, including
uprooted trees and
disrupted power lines.
However, the proactive
measures taken by the
state government,
including the evacuation
of over 5.84 lakh people
from high-risk areas,
have  significantly
mitigated the impact of
the storm.

cyclone.lt is
worth noting that
ASHA worker ™
Sibani Mandal of

Rajnagar CHC
took the
responsibility of
safely shifting the

people of Khasamundavillage to the shelter before
the cyclone. She has performed this responsibility
beautifully. An elderly woman in the village was
suffering from paralysis and could not go to the
shelter due to heavy rains. Mandal carried her on
her back to the cyclone shelter located 1.5 km away
and became an inspiration to all.

Maoist killed in encounter

with security forcesin Odisha

Phulbani(KCN): A Maoist was killed in an
exchange of fire with security forces in Budanai
reserve forest area of Odisha's Kandhamal district

Friday, police said.

On receipt of anintelligenceinput, an operation was
launched in the forest area October 23 and it

continued till Friday.

During the operation, an exchange of fire between
the SOG and Naxals erupted thismorning at around

9 am on Friday.

Following the encounter by elite Special Operation
Group, the security personnel searched theareaand
recovered the body of a Maoist cadre along with
oneAK-47 rifle, the police said.

Preliminary inquiry reveal ed that the deceased was
asenior ranked cadre of CPI(Maoist) belonging to
the Kandhamal-Kalahandi-Boudh-Nayagarh
Division of the outfit, the police said.

Further search of the area and operation is under

progress, they said.

Director General of Police Y B Khurania has
congratulated Kandhamal police, intelligence
directorate and operational headquarters for the

achievement.

From January, five Maoists have been killed by

security forcesin Odisha.

Odisha Discoms acceleraterestoring
electricity network post-CycloneDana

Bhubaneswar (KCN): Tda
Power-led Odisha
Discoms have launched
intensive efforts to
restore power in the
areas impacted by
Cyclone Dana, which
severely affected the
electricity network inthe
districts of Balasore,
Bhadrak, and
Kendrapara.Cyclone
Dana’'s powerful winds
and torrentia rains have
caused widespread
damage to the power
infrastructure across
three districts including
surrounding
areas.Despite extreme
challenging conditions,
therestoration effortsare
being carried out by
15000 dedicated linemen
and engineers from TP
Northern Odisha
Distribution Ltd.
(TPNODL), TP Central

OdishaDistribution Ltd.
(TPCODL), and TP
Southern Odisha
Distribution Ltd.
(TPSODL) in close
coordination with
government agenciesand
local authorities.
Restoration began when
wind speeds lowered,
enabling teams from
discomsto safely initiate
repairs.

Following the cyclone's
peak on October 24,
restoration began as soon
as wind speed subsided,
allowing teams from the
discoms to begin repair
work safely. The
operations have been
closely guided by the
Odisha Government
Officialsand the Special
Relief Commissioner
(SRC), with continued
support from the
National Disaster

Response Force (NDRF)
and the Odisha Disaster
Rapid Action Force
(ODRAF).These
linemen and engineers,
along with other
agencies, are working
non-stop despite
challenging conditions,
including waterlogged
areas and blocked roads.
To ensure the safety of
thepublic, Discomshave
implemented precautions
measures. Senior
officials from all three
impacted discoms are
actively monitoring the
progress in all affected
areas.Ahead of Cyclone
Dana, all discoms had
conducted a public
awareness campaign on
electrical safety during
cyclones. . For any
assistance, the public can
reach out through the 24/
7toll-freeheplineat 1912.
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Cyclone Dana: Situation Nor mal

Cuttack, Bhubaneswar, and Puri

Bhubaneswar (K CN):
While Cyclone Dana
madelandfall, thecities
of Cuttack,
Bhubaneswar, and Puri
have reported normal
conditions. Residents
attribute their safety to
the blessings of Lord
Jagannath.

The India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) had
issued ared warning for
heavy rainfal and gusty
windsinthesecitiesprior
tothecyclone'slandfall.

However, the
anticipated impact was
minimal. While
Kendrapara, Bhadrak,
and Balasore
experienced
considerable damage,
the urban areas of
Cuttack, Bhubaneswar,
and Puri remained
largdy unaffected.

In preparation for the
cyclone, locd authorities
evacuated residents
fromlow-lyingareasand
advisedtouriststo leave
Puri. Despite these

Talcher Road Station: A Key Amrit
Sation Development Underway In ECoR

Bhubaneswar/Talcher/
Angul; (KCN):Talcher
Road Station, designated
as an NSG-5 category
station under the Khurda
Road division of the East
Coast Railway (ECoR),
is set to undergo
significant upgradeswith
aproposed investment of
?19 crore. This project
aims to enhance
passenger facilities and
accommodate the
increasing traffic
generated by the nearby
coal fields, power plants
and other industries.

As one of the 57 Amrit
Stations announced by
the Ministry of Railways,
Talcher Road Station is
poised to become a vital
transport hub, meeting
the needs of the growing
population in the region.
Currently managing 22
trains, the station's
passenger traffic is
expected to rise steadily
dueto ongoing industrial
developments in the
vicinity.The proposed

development plan
includes a range of new
facilities aimed at
improving passenger
experience:

A new Station Building
(G+1) covering 300 sgm.
Improvements to traffic
circulation and
beautification of the
circulating area (2055
sgm), featuring
unidirectiond traffic flow
with separate entry and
exit gates.

Upgraded front facade of
the existing station

building (990 sgm).

A well-planned parking
area designed for two-
wheelers, four-wheelers,
and autos (1854 sgm).
Additional platform
shelters across the
station, totaling 35 bays.
A spaciouswaiting hall of
140 sgm.

Premium modular toilets
(70 sgm).

A provisionforal2.0m
wide Foot Over Bridge
(FOB).

Enhanced platform
surfaces finished with

flamed granite and
heavy-duty mosaictiles.
Installation of
comprehensive signage
for improved navigation.
As of now, the project
has achieved 51%
physical progress.

This development
underscores Indian
Railways commitment to
enhancing infrastructure
and passenger servicesat
key stations, reflecting the
growing demandsof both
local communities and
industries.

Vigilance Department, MCL OrganizesGram Sabha
& Bidders Meet asPart o fV|g|IanceAwarene$Week

Sambalpur, (KCN): As
part of a three-month
Preventive Vigilance
campaign, aGram Sabha
wasorganizedin Kardola
village on October 23,
2024, under the theme
"Culture of Integrity for
Nation's Prosperity" by
MCL.

The program was
presided over by Mr.
M.M. Sarewar, GM
(MM/Vigilance), along
with Mr. V.S. Timaiya,
GM (Mining/Vigilance),
TS to CVO, Mr. D.
Sethi, CM (E&M), Mr.
Gorakh Raut, Village
Sarpanch, Mr. Sudhanshu
Shekhar Panigrahi and
others. The program was
attended by a large
number of villagers.
During the Gram Sabha,
Vigilance officials and
village representatives
explained theimportance
of vigilance in fighting
corruption. MCL officers
also administered the
Integrity Pledge to all
participants. On this
occasion, a street play
was performed by alocal
group, focusing on the
elimination of corruption
through integrity and
honesty.

MCL also organized a
bidders meet on October
24, 2024, under the
chairmanship of Shri P.
K. Patel, Chief Vigilance

Officer. Bidders from
various sectors, including
m i n i n g,
telecommunications, civil
works, coal loading, and
transportation, interacted

with MCL officials,
raised issues related to
existing processes, and
submitted suggestionsfor
systemic improvements.
CVO, MCL advised all

HODs to address the
issues raised and
administered the
Integrity Pledge to the
gathering.
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| precautions, the cities
. experienced only mild

weather disturbances.
Shopsin Cuttack, which
had closed as a
precaution, reopened
today, andlifeisreturning
tonormal.

Residents expressed
relief and gratitude, with
many believing that
divine intervention
played arolein sparing
their cities. “We had
anticipated much
damage, but thanks to
Lord Jagannath’sgrace,

— [ gy

we are safe,” said a
resident of Puri.

The Odisha
government’sproactive
measures, including the
evacuation of over
600,000 people from
vulnerable areas, have
been praised for
achieving a “zero
casualty” target. The
state administration
continues to work on
restoringnormalcy inthe
affected regions, with
road clearance and
power restoration

I N

effortsunderway.

As Cyclone Dana
moves north-
northwestwards, it is
expected toweakeninto
a deep depression,
bringing heavy rainfall
to northern and interior
parts of Odisha. The
IMD has issued red
alerts for several
districts, including
Jajpur, Bhadrak, Puri,
Dhenkanal, Khordha,
Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur,
Kendrapara, and
Angul.
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The climate crisisis
deepening day by day.
Every year theheat has
started increasing
dightly. Globa warming
and every datarelated
to it is continuously
pointing towards a
growingcriss Thereis
ahuge gap betweenthe
goals set to tackle the
climate crisis and the
efforts being made to
achievethem, whichis
now widening. The
amount of gases
increasing the Earth's
temperature in the
atmosphere is at its
peak. According to
Bloomberg's online
data, the amount of
carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere
currentlyThegraph has
reached 421.44 ppm,
which is 71.44 times
more than the scale
required for Earth's
balanced temperature
(350 ppm). According
to the latest data from
around 23 'Marketer
Research’, Berlin, our
current preparednessis

far behind the goal s of
the Paris Climate
Agreement. If this
Situation continues, the
averagetemperature of
theEarthwill increaseby
1.5 degrees Celsius in
the next four yearsand
ninemonths Thereisdill
ayear left toexceed the
increase of 2.0 degree
Celsius. It is worth
noting that both of these
goalswill be achieved
globally by the end of
thiscentury.For A, after
long deliberations and
debates, these were set
out intheParisClimate
Change Agreement in
2015. This was
considered the most
optimistic agreement
ever. Despite this, the
global temperature is
continuoudly increasing.
Thereport of 'Unitedin
Science' presents an
even more frightening
picture. It says that
under current policies,
globa temperaturesare
likely to rise by three
degrees Celsiusby the
end of thiscentury. This
isaseriouswarning to
prevent climate crisis.
Although it is not that
before the Paris
AgreementNo effective
work has been donein
a decade. When this
agreement came into
force in 2015, it was
estimated that the

amount of greenhouse
gaseswouldincresseby
sixteen percent by 2030,
but asaresult of global
effortsmadeduring this
period, this estimated
increasehascomedown
to three percent by
2030. Yet this effort is
still  not enough.
According to the Paris
Climate Agreement,
greenhouse gas
emissions should have
been reduced by 28 and
42 percent respectively
by 2030 to limit the
Earth's rising
temperature below 1.5
degreesCelsius. but we
stilllnstead of reducing
emissions, we are on
track to increase them
by at |east three percent.
If welook at the causes
and effects of climate
change, not only isan
unequal system
responsible at every
leve, butitsimpact dso
gppearstobedifferent at
the global level.
Generally it canbesaid
that climate change has
the greatest impact on
those people or areas
whose contributiontoit
isvery littleor negligible.
This understanding
started forming right
fromthebeginning of the
climatediscusson, when
thethen PrimeMinister
Indira GandhiAt the
Stockholm Conference

<

held in 1972, he
advocated viewing
environmental
degradation from the
perspective of poverty.
Thecurrentdimatecriss
and environmental
degradation are
widespread and global
in nature, but the
economic capacity to
respond to them varies
acrosscountriesdueto
uneven development.
Due to this disparity,
many agreementshave
been made and many
meetingshavebeenheld
inthelast five decades,
but effective stepscould
not betakeninany area
except the depletion of
the ozonelayer. Along
with  this, the
contribution of Western
or developed countries
to thegrowing climate
crisisNeither has been
more, hence their
responsibility should
also be in the same
proportion, but thisdoes

Vijay Garg

ST

not appear to bethecase
in the current global
context. Despite
increasing transparency
in the global scenario,
there has been only a
theoretical consensus
among all countrieson
the principleof 'shared
capabilities but
differentiated
responsibilities’.
Developed countriesare
not showing any
seriousness in
implementing this
principle in practical
form. Atthesametime,
the priorities of
developing countries,
suchasIndiaand Brazil,
areon providing basic
resourcesto their huge
populations.Are
concentrated. On the
other hand, poor
countries, especially
coastal or island
countries, arebecoming
victims of the current
global economic system
andarebearing thebrunt

of the climate crisis.
Economic policieshave
the greatest impact on
thecurrent climatecriss,
especially asthe Paris
ClimateAgreement sets
clear 2030 and 2050
targets for reducing
emissions. Thetax rate
applied on any
economicactivity or the
exemption given in it
gives an indication of
how effectiveour efforts
aretotackletheclimate
crisis,, Thisisbecause
every economic activity
isdirectly or indirectly
linked to emissions
responsible for global
temperature rise. For
example, even today
fossil fuels are the
cheapest and most
accessible source of
energy and their
productionand useisdill
subsidized by the
government, which is
clearly a policy that
promotes the climate
crisis. Developing

countriesare dependent
onthissystem, because
they neither haveenough
resources to develop
green energy nor are
they getting technical
assistanceandfinancia
resources from
developed countries. this
alsolt is worth noting
that intheclimatecrisis,
the current financial
system is subsidizing
projects that increase
carbon emissions,
despite decades of
insistence by major
internationd indtitutions
such asthelnternational
Energy Agency, the
International Monetary
Fund, the World Trade
Organization and other
inditutions. , whereasthe
situation should have
been the opposite. The
political and economic
conditions of the
country, including
pressure groups in the
industrial sector or
‘corporate lobby’, are
largely responsiblefor
such financial
arrangements,
CARBNeither
encourages emissions.
Corporate behavior in
the countries of the
Globa Southisthat of a
parasite, making profits
by diverting publicfunds
into projectsrelated to
the climate crisisunder
thequiseof devel opment

needs such as poverty
and backwardness as
grants. Action Aid's
current report attributes
thisto thedominant grip
of corporatelobbieson
public financesin most
countries, particularly in
the Global South. This
includes the use of
‘climate finance' by
developed countries
under the ParisClimate
Agreement.Promises
also have an important
contribution. Thedimate
crisishas now reached
itsworstform. Insucha
situation, corporations
will haveto understand
their repongbilitiesand
thegloba community will
haveto contral thelobby
culture, so that public
finance can be used to
expand the capacity
needed to mitigate the
climatecrigsand protect
from its impacts.
Developed countriesare
also bound by the
principleof 'shared but
differentiated
responsibilities
according to capacity’
by acknowledging their
contribution to global
warmingandtherrolein
creating an unequal
world.Must be avoided.
Retired Principal
Educational
Columnist Sreet
Kaur Chand MHR
Malout Punjab

Manipur's ethnic violence, a litmus test

Priyanka Saurabh

Violence and ethnic
divisions have strained
esprit de corps (unity and
mutual respect among
officers), weakening
cooperation and trust
among officers. The
conflict has had a
profound impact on
interpersonal
relationshipsamongAlS
officers, with social
exchange and
cooperation becoming
rare. Hate speech,
propaganda, and the
polarisation of public
discourse, both online
and offline, have further
strained relationships,
making it difficult for
officers from different
ethnic backgrounds to
work together. Theethnic
violence in Manipur has
exposed the weakness of
India's administrative
system in dealing with
deep-rooted communal
conflicts. While the
situation presents serious
challengestotheintegrity
of All India Services, it
also provides a unique

opportunity to rethink and
reform the approach to
governance in conflict-
proneareas. By focusing
on capacity building,
research, and innovative
policy measures, the |AS
and other services can
turn the crisis into a
learning experience that
strengthenstheresilience
of the “steel frame” in
future conflicts.

Ethnic violence between
the Meitei and Kuki
communitiesin Manipur
erupted on May 3, 2023.
The conflict resulted in
over 200 deaths and
displaced 60,000 people.
The roots of the conflict
between the Meitei and
Kuki communities are
deeply embedded in the
ethnic and historical
context of Manipur.
There are long-standing
socio-political and land
disputes between the
Meitel, wholivemainly in
the valley areas, and the
Kuki community, who
live in the hill districts.
Competition for political
power, land, and
government resources
has increased tensions
between these
communities. Policies
related to reservation,
land ownership, and
autonomy are at the heart
of this conflict. British-
erapoliciesof classifying
tribal and non-tribal
groups created divisions

that still resonate today.
The law and order
situation deteriorated
sharply, communal
tensions escalated and
violent incidents broke
out. Communal divisions
have deeply affected the
functioning of All India
Services (AlS) officers,
creating geographical and
psychological barriers
between them, with the
hill and valley districts
becoming inaccessible
due to the conflict. The
current situation
threatens the "steel
frame" envisaged by
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
with All India Services
forming the backbone of
India's administrative
machinery. Esprit de
corps (unity and mutual
respect among officers)
is under strain due to
violence and ethnic
divisions, weakening
cooperation and trust
among officers. The
conflict has had a
profound impact on
interpersonal
relationshipsamongAlS
officers, with social
exchanges and
collaboration becoming
rare. Hate speech,
propaganda, and the
polarisation of public
discourse, both online
and offline, have further
strained relationships,
making it difficult for

officers from different
ethnic backgrounds to
work together.

Non-kinetic elements
such as psychological
warfare, disinformation,
and economic disruption
have played asignificant
rolein escalating tensions
in Manipur. These
tactics, as part of hybrid
warfare, have
undermined  public
moraleand confidencein
governance, posing a
significant challenge for
the IAS and other
services responsible for
maintaining law and
order. Civil servantsfrom
various ethnic
backgrounds face
dilemmas in balancing
their professional duties
with  their ethnic
identities. The pressure

of community
expectations and |loyalty
versus the need to
maintain administrative
neutrality presents a
significant  ethical
challenge. Many officias
face personal security
threats due to their
ethnicity. Reports of
government officials
being targeted by mobs
and requiring protection
underscore the grave
threats they face. This
has caused psychological
stress and hindered their
ability to carry out their
duties.

Therole of social media
platforms in spreading
disinformation, hate
speech, and
inflammatory content
has exacerbated the
conflict. Videos of

violence and
inflammatory speeches
have further polarised
communities, making it
difficult for civil
authorities to manage
the narrative. Despite
the challenges, the
Manipur conflict can be
seen as an opportunity
for research and
documentation by
institutions such as the
Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of
Administration
(LBSNAA) and the
Indian I nstitute of Public
Administration (I1PA).
Training modules and
capacity-building
workshops on conflict
management,
reconciliation, and
administrative neutrality
can be devel oped based

for officers

on this case. Such case
studies will provide
practical insights into
dealing with ethnic-
centric conflictswithina
democratic framework,
contributing to academic
and practical
understanding of
governance in conflict
zones.

Theimpersonal nature of
bureaucracy as
propounded by Barr can
be leveraged to restore
normalcy in a conflict-
torn state. Professional
team spirit among
batchmates and the
neutral role of AIS
officers as agents of
national integration
provide a flexible
framework for resolving
conflicts.
Implementation  of
innovative personnel
management policies to
involve officers in
peace-building efforts.
Regular virtual meetings
among officers from
different ethnic
communities can foster
better relations and
reduce psychological
isolation caused by
conflict. Such measures
can help break down
administrative silos that
have emerged in
Manipur, facilitate better
cooperation within the
civil services, and
contribute to the peace
process. The conflict

also underlines the
importance of federal
unity in India.
Strengthening
communication channels
and fostering a sense of
shared responsibility
between the state and
central governmentscan
help mitigate future
Crises.

The ethnic violence in
Manipur has exposed
the weakness of India’s
administrative systemin
dealing with deep-rooted
communal conflicts.
While this situation
presents serious
challenges to the
integrity of All India
Services, it al'so provides
a unique opportunity to
rethink and reform the
approach to governance
in conflict-prone
regions. By focusing on
capacity  building,
research, and innovative
policy measures, the lAS
and other services can
turn the crisis into a
learning experience that
strengthenstheresilience
of the “steel frame” in
future conflicts.
Research Scholar in
Political Science
Poetess,
Independent
journalist and
columnist,
AryaNagar, Hisar
(Haryana)-125003
Contact- 7015375570
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Prof. Yogesn Singh, visionary Vice Chancellor beacon of light In academics

Professor Yogesh Singh,
the 23rd Vice Chancellor
of the University of
Delhi, stands among the
distinguished
academicians, legal
luminaries, and scientists
to have held this
prestigious position at one
of India’s foremost
educational institutions.
With over a century of
academic excellence, the
University of Delhi has
established itself as a
leading force in higher
education, and under
Professor Singh’s
leadership, it continuesto
thrive. A highly
accomplished scholar,
Professor Singh holds a
PhD in Computer
Engineering and is
recognized for his
innovative teaching
methodologies and
groundbreaking
research. He has
authored nearly 250
research papers
published in reputed
internationa journas, and
his critically acclaimed
book, *Software
Testing*, published by
Cambridge University
Press, has gained global
recognition.

As a visionary leader,
Professor Singh adheres
to the principle: "Dream
it. Wishit. Do it." In his
two-year tenure as Vice
Chancellor, he has
navigated the University
of Delhi through
numerous challenges,
consistently enhancing
its reputation as a
premier institution of
learning. His leadership
has seen the university
overcome significant
obstacles, emerging
stronger and more
resilient with each
endeavor.

Reflecting on the
university’s rich legacy,
Professor Singh is often
reminded of the eloquent
words of statesman and
Nobel laureate Sir
Winston  Churchill:
"Higtory withitsflickering
lamp stumbles along the
trail of the past, trying to
reconstruct its scenes, to
revive its echoes, and
kindle with pale gleams
the passion of former
days." Fully aware of the
symbolic importance of
the national flag,
Professor Singh took
immense pridein hoisting
a 165-foot-high national
flag as part of the
University of Delhi’s
grand centenary
celebrations. Thishistoric
occasion was a proud
moment not only for the
institution but also for
Professor Singh, who
compared it to the honor
of raising the flag on the
ramparts of the Red Fort.
As Professor Singh

contemplated the
university’s illustrious
journey, the words of
Jawaharlal Nehru cameto
mind: "A moment comes,
which comesbut rarely in
history, when we step out
from the old to the new,
when an age ends, and

when the soul of a
university finds
utterance." The

University of Delhi’'s
history isone of relentless
pursuit, marked by both
triumph and tribulation.
Today, it embarks on a
renewed mission: to dispel
ignorance and raise the
torch of knowledge,
illuminating the darkness
that once enveloped it.
Professor Yogesh Singh's
dedication to advancing
academic and research
excellence at the
University of Delhi is
unwavering. His
ambitiousvisionisshaped
by numerous initiatives
aimed at elevating the
institution to
unprecedented heights.
As he draws inspiration
from the words of Sir
Winston Churchill: "We
are all worms. But |
believe that | am a glow-
worm," Professor Singh
remains steadfast in his
commitment tofostering a
brighter future for the
university and its global
community.

As a visionary leader,
Professor Yogesh Singh
spearheaded a year-long
series of centenary
commemorative
programs, spanning the
realms of academics,

Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi
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research, innovation,
culture, and even a
Centenary  Cricket
Match. These initiatives
werefurther enriched by
several distinguished
commemorations,
including theunveiling of
the Centenary Logo, a
Commemorative Stamp,
aspecialy minted Coin,
and a Centenary
Commemorative
Compendium, chronicling
the university’s
remarkablejourney over
the course of itscentury-
long existence. These
time-intensive efforts
were designed not only
to honor the past but also
to create enduring
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legacies for future
generations,
symbolically breathing
life into history while
connecting it to the
present.

The ceremonial
inauguration of the
centenary celebrations
wasled by M. Venkaiah
Naidu, Vice President
and Chancellor of the
University, in a grand
event where Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
served as the Guest of
Honour. In his address,
Naidu lauded the
indtitution’spivotd rolein
fostering academic and
cultural growth, which
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has profoundly benefited
society, positioning the
university as a potential
global leader in higher
education.

Professor Yogesh Singh
traced the university’s
100-year history,
highlighting both its
triumphsand challenges,
and articulated an
ambitious vision for the
next two decades. The
centenary celebrations
continued with an
international seminar
titled *From Swargj to
New India*, inaugurated
by Union HomeMinister
Amit Shah, who called
upon the academic
community to lead in

generating original ideas
and concepts.

A magjor highlight of the
centenary events was a
thought-provoking
discussion on*Modi @20:
DreamsMeset Delivery*,
featuring Dr. S.
Jai shankar, Union
Externa AffairsMinister.
In this session, Dr.
Jaishankar paid homage
to the University of
Dehi’ssignificantrolein
shaping his own career
and highlighted the strong

sense of nationalism
reflected in Prime
Minister Narendra

Modi’'s leadership. He
emphasized Modi’s
steadfast commitment to
public welfare and his
dedication to sharing
India'srichtraditionsand
culture with global
leaders. Dr. Jaishankar
aso noted PrimeMinister
Modi’sascent asahighly
respected figure on the
world stage.

The centenary
celebrations covered a
wide spectrum of
academic, cultural,
political, and social
dimensions that are
integral to human life.
Under the guidance of
Professor Yogesh Singh
and his dedicated team,
meticulous planning and
execution went into
orchestrating a program
of regal proportions,
fitting for theuniversity’s
historic milestone. The
precision and excellence
with which these events
were conducted are a
testament to the

relentless efforts of the
team and the Vice
Chancellor’svigilant and
capable leadership.

The flawless execution
of such a monumental
undertaking recalls the
words of American
author John Maxwell: “A
leader isonewho knows
the way, goes the way,
and showstheway.” This
sentiment aptly captures
Professor Singh’s
remarkableleadershipin
successfully overseeing
the centenary
celebrations.

The legacy of Professor
Yogesh Singh’s
achievements will be
difficult to replicate, and
in the years to come,
they may even seem
beyond belief. His
contributions are so
significant that future
generationsmay question
the veracity of his
existence, perhaps
imagining himasafigure
from “A Midsummer
Night’'s Dream,” a
visionary who once
walked the halls of the
University of Delhi long

ago.
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Economic Agriculture

Agriculture hasalways
been the bedrock of any
economy intheworld. It
isnot only the backbone
of economy at the
national level but at the
regiona level injammu
andKashmir. Itisserving
as the primarily
livelihood for the
majority  of its
population. Despitethe
challenges of political
and economic in the
region, Agriculture
remains as a
fundamental pillar , to
contribute in rural and
economic
sustenance. TheArgo-
climatic conditions of
J&K isvery diverse,it
allows for growing a
widerangeof cropswith
high economic values
that isakey contribution
intheeconomy of J&K.
Agro-Diversedd crops
Thetopography andthe
climate of jammu and
kashmirisranging from
subtropical plains in
jammu to the cool
temperateinthevdley of
Kashmir, this ideal
condition createsawide
range of growing
different typesof crops
in whole region. The
major crops of the
jammu region include
rice, wheat and
maiz,which providesthe
staple food for the
population. The cooler
climate of the Kashmir
valley that is suited

mainly for growing
Horticultural crops
includesfamousapples
of Kashmir valley .This
crop is not only
renowned at the
National level but its
presenceis seeninthe
global markets also
.Farmers of the valley
areasogrowingregions
most famous pears,
apricots,
cherris,walnuts, etc.
Saffron is the most
famous and highly
economicvaued crop of
thevdley. Thisistheking
product inAgriculture, it
iscultivated in south of
valey inpamporeregion,
saffronishighly prized
globdly foritsqudityand
uses. There are many
other items that are
cultivated inthewhole
of the jammu and
Kashmir regions like
pulses,0il seedsetc.

Livestock and Dairy

Livestock rearingisthe
another part of the
agrarian lifestyle in
jammu and Kashmir,in
which sheep rearing is
widely the employment
of the people of j&K.
Thecontribution of wool
production, mutton, and
dairy is playing very
important role in the
economy of theregion.
This sector is mostly
managed by the pastoral
communitiessuchasthe
Gujjarsand Bakarwals,
who migrate seasonally

tograzetharanimas. The
distinct geography of the
J& K with high altitudes
meadows, makesitidea
for thelivestock farming
anddairy productionlike
milk ,gee, and other daily
useproducts. Thissector
increases the economic
growththat activatesthe
market and cater the
needsof theconsumption
of thecommon massesin
thewholeregion.
Employment
livihood
Agricultureinjammuand
Kashmiristheonly one
source that directly
providesemployment to
the wider population of
the J&K particularly in
rural areas. This is
estimated as more than
70% of population of the
union territory of the
jammu and Kashmir is
directly involved either in
agricultureor itsrelated
sectors. Thisregionlacks
in growing industrial
sector ,that is why
maximum population has
no other alternatives to
survivetheir lifeon any
other sector.The
population of the &K is
not equally engaged in
Argiculture as the land
holding also differs.
Therearethree sections
of the society ,whenwe
talk about the land
holdings in the whole
region. First, who holds
the number of hectaresof
land that arethebigland

and

of J&K, its Challenges
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lords, secondwho holds
afew kanadsof land and
thethird one sectionis
landlessor holding only
the residential houses
this section is mostly
belonging from the obc
classof thesociety. The
bigger land lords
dominate and small
farmers survive easily
that gives the
opportunity of labour to
the third section of the
society and makestheir
s urvive
possible TheAgriculture
sector is very highly
activating theeconomic
activities of theregion
and increases the
standard of living of the
peopleof thejammuand
Kashmir.so this sector
needs to be more
focused and usetheland
judiciously for the
growth of agricultural
products.

Agricultura chalenges

Despite its vital
importance in the
economy andlivelihood
in the region ,it faces
numerouschalengesthat
limitsitspotential. The
mostimportant oneissue
is low productivity,
becausethefarmersrdy
on the traditional
methods of farming in
this modern era of
technology and HYV
seedfacilities.

Water management is
the other critical
chdlengefor agriculturd

sector ,no doubt J& K
has the abundance of
water resourcesBut its
inadequate irrigation
infrastructure is the
great concern for the
farmers. Farmers
deeply depend on the
heavy rainfall leaving
themin vulnerabilitydue
to weether and climatic
changes.

Disruption in
transportation and
market blockades
affects the sale of
Agricultural products
that isleading thebig or
small farmers to
unbearable post-
harvest losses.in
additiontothis, farmers
lack the proper
guideline to uses
medicineandfertilizers
at proper time, that
results more heavy
losses.

Highqudlity fertilizers,
manuresand medicines
pricesareunaffordable
far the cultivators of
agricultura productson
a large scale, to
increasethe subsidized
rates on the essential
items may fill this

problem.

Increase in
constructions on the
productive and

cultivable landsisgoing
uncontrolled in the
whole region that not
only reduces the
percentage of
Agricultura cropsbut

also increases the
unemployment.Thisis
thedarming Stuationfor
the population of the
J& K if not managed and
controlled the
constructions  on
productivelands.
Initiativesand support
Recognizingtheneedto
modernizetheagriculture
in J&K,there is also a
quick need of the
governments
intervention to take
several initiatives to
improve productivity
and support to the
farmers. Thedepartment
of Agriculture is
progressvely workingto
modernizetheagriculture
But there is a need to
mostly focus on the
ground realities of the
farmerswherethey face
challenges and engage
the youth with this
sector,whoaregradualy
leaving this sector and
shifting themselves to
other sectors of
economy or prefer to
work abroad.
Financial
assistance programs,
such as Kisan Credit
Card and PM
KisansammanNidhi
needed much financial
relief to farmers. In
Additionincluding the
different agricultural
schemesthat benefit the
farmerslikemissionfor
Integrated Devel opment
of Horticulture(MIHD)-

and nitiatives

to promote high value
crops,Pradhan mantra
KidiSdaeeYgaeVIKSY)
Better use of available
water resources.

Shifting the
agriculture toward the
organic practices that
would not only enhance
s0il health but also offer
farmers access to
premium markets, asits
demandiscontinuousy
increasing in domestic
and in international
markets. The use of
modern technology
including the precision
farmingthat will hepthe
farmers in addressing
some of the key
challenges by using
satellite data and
Sensors.

Boosting of the
Agro-based industries,
is present need and
demand of the people
related tothissector ,this
can beonly doneby the
support andintervention
of the government to
lead the economy of
J&K at the highest
growthrates. Setting up
the processing unitsfor
fruits, vegetables, and
dairy products would
addthevauetotheraw
production. Thiswill dso
help in creating new
jobs and curb the
unemployment problem
intheUT.

Improvementin
market linkages and
infrastructure is also

crucial for tapping into
the export potential of
J & K ' s
Agriculturalproducts.
Cold storage facilities
and efficient transport
networks could
sgnificantly reduce post-
harvest | osses,
especidly for perishable
items.
Thussupport and deeply
intervention of the
government of J& K will
help to improve the
access to the national
and international
markets to boost its
export profile,
generating moreincome
for farmersandreviving
theglory of theeconomy
of J&K.By adopting
sustainable practices,
integrating modern
technology, andfocusing
on Agro-industrial
development this will
lead, The economic
growth and the rural-
urban development in
J& K and will becomea
powerful engine for
boosting up the
Agricultural sector. Its
improvement  will
improvethelivelihood
and strengthenit overdl
economy of the J&K.
Thus Agriculture will
continuetobethelifdine
of jammuand kashmir’s
economic and social
landscape.
Writer isteaching at
Bansal classes
M agam




NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL

BHUBANESWAR,SATURDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2024

Tue Karinga CHRONICLE

Frpalaw preagily

w ity el Eal oy

WEST BENGAL FEDERATION OF UNITED NATIONSASSOCIATION Bharat Mart in Dubai will be warehousing facility
CELEBRATESTHE U.N. DAY 2024WITHAM | SSION

Kolkata,(KCN):The
world observes the
United Nations Day
every year on October
24, as on this day, the
United Nations Charter
came into force in 1945.
This is a global
celebration of the UN
mi ssion promoting peace,
security and human rights
development across the
world.

The UN day 2024 was
celebrated by
WEBFUNA (WEST
B E N G A L
FEDERATION OF
UNITED NATIONS
ASSOCIATION) at The
Lalit Great Eastern Hotel
, under the guidance of its
Chairman Mr.Sitaram
Sharma, with its core
members ,as well as
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dignitariesfromall walks
of lifelike Prof. Saugata
Roy — MP(Lok Sabha)
& President of
WEBFUN A,
Ambassador Krishnan
Srinivasan-

IFS(Ret’d)Former
Foreign Secretary of
India& Former DSG of

Commonwealth  of
Nations, Dr. Rahul
Varma-SG of
WEBFUNA,

Kanchan Chakravarty &
Mr. Saurabh
Maheshwari- JS of
WEBFUNA, Mr.
Rajendra Khandelwal-
Founder and Chairman of
Dhanwantary Medicare,

Mr. Imran Zaki — Social
Entrepreneur &
President of FACES, Mr.
Bobby Chakraborty —
Actor /Activist/Teacher
of Method Acting, the
trio also being The
Executive Committee
Members of
WEBFUNA, along with
many others present.
The unanimous cry
among this august
gathering and the gala
dinner that followed, was
the earnest request to the
General Assembly of the
UN, to wake up from it
dumber and divetowards
reviving world peace,
when theworldissowly
but surely inching towards
destruction and genocidal
Holocaust in the name of
religion, regionandfaith.

Dr. Uppal, principal of GGSCoIIege honored "
| STE Best Teacher Awar d-2024"

Kolkata,(KCN): Indian
Society of Technical
Education holditsFaculty
Convention at Bhai
Gurdas Institute of
Engineering and
Technology, Sangrur. Dr.
R.K. Uppa Principal
honoured with ISTE Best
Teacher Award-2024 for
his outstating
achievement in thefield
of education and
research. this award
was presented by vice -
chancellor of PTU,
Prof. Susheel Mittal. Dr.
Rajinder Kumar Uppal, a
distinguished Emeritus
Professor and acclaimed
academician, currently
serves as Professor-
cum-Principal at Guru
Gobind College of
Management and
Technology, Gidderbaha,
Punjab, India. He holds
the esteemed posrtron of

"Ac
Shri

Kolkata(-ABHIJIT
SETH): The Bharat
Chamber of Commerce
recently hdddanexdusve
session in Kolkata on
"Preparingfor theAgeof
Artificial Intelligence’
where Shri Sanjeev
Sanyal, Member of the
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM),
highlighted theinevitable
adoption of Al and
emphasized theneedfor
a well-structured
regulatory framework to
navigate the
accompanying
challenges.During his
address, Shri Sanyal
underscored the
transformative potential
of Al, whichisexpected
toreshgpeindustriesand
everyday life. Helikened
this technological
revolution to previous
indudtria advancements,
withAl poised toimpact
high-skilled jobs first,
followed by lower-
skilled roles. However,
Al also presents
immense opportunities
by creating new jobs
and transforming
traditional processes.
Flexibility and
adaptability from
indtitutions, systems, and
organizations will be

option of Al wi

MTC Global Chair
Professor of Banking and
Finance and is a
Research Professor at the
Indian Institute of
Finance, New Delhi. Dr.
Uppal's expertise
extends further as a
Visiting Professor at

critical for successfully
embracing thischange.

Shri Sanyal
acknowledged Al’sfar-
reachinginfluenceacross
sectors, particularly in
education. He
envisioned a major
trandformationintertiary
education, where the
infrastructure  of
treditiond indtitutionswill
shift toward research
whileroutineclassroom
activitiesmovetoonline
platforms. This, he
suggested, would
redefine how future
generationsengagewith
education, making
learningmoreaccessible,
flexible, and
persondized.

The potential for Al to
facilitate research,
enhance productivity,
and create innovative
tools was emphasi zed,
but Sanyal was clear
about theinherent risks.
Al, while powerful,
brings forth ethical
concerns regarding
privacy, bias, and
decision-making that
must be managed
thoughtfully. Hestressed
that theseissuesneed to
be addressed to build
public trust and ensure
responsible Al
usageWhileAl adoption

he

various institutions
including Trinity Group of
Institutions, KC Group of
Institutions, Vishisht
School of Management,
and others across India.
Borninamodest setting
near Bhatinda District,
Punjab, Dr. Uppal's

nevitable

may seem unstoppable,
Shri Sanyal stressed that
an adaptive regulatory
framework is essential
for managing itssocietdl
impacts. Hehighlighted
the drawbacks of the
two dominant global
regulatory models: the
laissez-fairegpproachin
the U.S., where self-
regulation prevails, and
China's heavily
bureaucratic oversight.
Both approaches,
according to Sanyal,
may not besustainablein
thelongterm.

Indiahastheopportunity
to develop a balanced

journey from humble
beginnings to scholarly
heights underscores his
unwavering passion for
knowledge and learning.
He embarked on his
academic career at
D.A.V. College, Malout
in 1987 as a part-time
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regulatory framework
that encourages
innovation  while
addressing ethical and
safety concerns. Shri
Sanjeev Sanyd identified
fivekey principlesforAl
regulationtoachievethis.
First, establishing
guardrailsand partitions
will ensure that Al
systemsoperate within
ethical and operational
boundaries. Second,
implementing manual
overrides and
authorization
chokepointswill allow
human intervention
during critical processes.
Third, trangparency and

nowever, an Adaptive
Sanjeev Sanyal, Member, Economic Aavisory Counc

-
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lecturer, ascendingto his
current eminent role
through dedication and
scholarly prowess.

Dr. Uppal is recognized
internationally for his
profound contributions
to Banking and Finance,
evidenced by numerous
national and
international patents
stemming from his
research. A prolific
writer and mentor, he
has authored numerous
scholarly works and
serves as a frequent
reviewer, discussant,
and session chair for
professional
organizations. His
visionary leadership and
scholarly endeavors
continue to inspire and
shape the academic
landscape in thefield of
Finance.
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for Indian exportsto GCC, Africa, Europe& others

Kolkata( PARTHA
ROY ):Federation of
Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO)
hosted an interactive
session on theme
"Bharat Mart Dubai -
India's Gateway to the

World" in Kolkata on
Thursday, October 24,
2024 under the

esteemed |eadership of
Shri Yogesh Gupta,
Regional Chairman,
FIEO (Eastern Region).
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and His

Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice
President, Prime
Minister, and the Ruler of
Dubai, laid the

foundation stone of
Bharat Mart at Jebel Ali
Free Trade Zone in
Dubai that is being built
by DP World, on 14
February 2024.

Bharat Mart will propel
India-UAE bilateral
trade further by
leveraging Jebel Ali
Port’s strategic location
and strengthinlogistics.
Bharat Mart has the
potential to play an
important role in
promoting exports of the
micro, small and medium
sectors of India by
providing them an

exclusue
on
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explainability are
essential so that Al
systems are
understandable to both
developersand users,
promoting
accountability and
trust. Fourth, clear lines
of Al accountability
must be defined so that
developers, users, and
organizations can be
held responsible for
Al-driven decisions.
Finally, creating a
specialist regulator will
help oversee
compliance and ensure
responsible Al
development, including
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managing a National
Registry of Algorithms

totrack and governAl
usage.
Shri Subhendu

Mukherjee, Founder-
Director of The Tenth
Floor, echoed Sanyal’s
sentiments in his
presentation,
showcasing how Al
can seamlessly
integrate into society.
He demonstrated how
Al can provide
personalized learning
experiences for
studentsand streamline
business operations
through data scraping
capabilities, giving

effective platform to
reach out to international
buyersin the Gulf, West
Asia, Africa, Europe, US

Bharat Mart will
strengthen trade ties
between UAE and India.
Both nations have set
themselves the target of
reaching $100 billion in
non-oil bilateral trade by
2030, and Bharat Mart
will support this goal,
creating more
opportunities for Indian
manufacturers  and
contributing to
government initiatives
like Make in India and
D33. Signing of UAE -
India CEPA has put
trade between two
nations in high growth
trajectory.

Bharat Mart will be
gateway for Indian goods
to reach UAE and other
high-growth markets in
Middle East, Europe ,
Africa with world-class
infrastructure, logistics
capabilitiesand business-
friendly ecosystem in
Jafza offered by DP
World.

Jafza 's Director
(Business Devel opment)
Mr. Amitesh Misra made
a detailed presentation
on Bharat Mart to
members of FIEO.

y Framework Isessential
ePrimeMiniser

businesses valuable
insights. Mukherjee’'s
live demonstration
illustrated the versatility
of Al, enhancing both
education and business
while leveraging the
vast resources of data
available
today.Mukherjee’s
point that "digital is
good old human
behaviour capturedin
data" highlighted the
intrinsic link between
Al and human
behavior, emphasizing
the necessity of
understanding this
relaionshiptoutilizeAl
effectively.

Shri N. G. Khaitan,
President of the Bharat
Chamber of
Commerce, cautioned
that while Al is a
powerful creator, it
also poses risks. Al's
potential for misuse,
especidly inareaslike
data privacy,
surveillance, and
decision-making,
cannot be overlooked.
Vigilance in Al
development,
alongside a robust
regul atory framework,
isvital toensuringAl’s
benefitsdo not comeat
the cost of ethical
compromises  or

Misra explainedto Indian
business community
about DP World
philosophy & approach
of integrated business
solutionsprovider through
itsvarious companies .
Construction of Bharat
Mart is expected to
completed by 2027.
Bharat Mart project of
DPWorld supports India
' s initiative of India
Middle East Corridor
(IMC) to boost Indian
exports to Europe &
beyond.

Some of products &
facilitiesofferedtoIndian
Businesses at Bharat
Mart are : Offices,Light
industrial  units
Showrooms ,Warehouses
, Display areas,

Trade Facilitation

Centres , Logistics
Management , Light
Manufacturing/
Processing. Priority
sectors for enhanced
trade, aligned with India
-UAE CEPA benefits :
Electrical & Electronics,
Handicrafts, Rubber
Products, Machinery,
Apparel ,Auto & Auto
Comp.,
Plastics, Pharma,
Furniture, Cosmetics &
Perfumes, Processed
Food ,Medical
Equipment.

unintended
consequences.K haitan
also supported theidea
of a specialist Al
regulator and
advocated for the
creation of aNational
Registry of Algorithms,
Such steps, he
believed, would
promote responsible
development and
safeguard societal well-
being as Al becomes
increasingly intertwined
with everyday life.

Shri Sanjeev Sanyal's
address at the Bharat
Chamber of
Commercehighlighted
that whileAl adoption
isinevitable, the path
forward requires
careful consideration.
With the proper
regulatory framework
in place, India can
harness Al'simmense
potential whileensuring
that itsethical, social,
and safety concernsare
adequately addressed.
Al offersgreat promise
for the future, but as
Sanyal cautioned, it
must be approached
with a balanced
mindset—one that
encouragesinnovation
while safeguarding the
public good.




STATE SCAN —
Combating severeacute malnutrition in Kanahamal

Kandhamal(KCN): Ina
concerted effort to
address the pressing
issue of severe acute
malnutrition (SAM) in
Kandhamal, Unicef, in
collaboration with the
district social welfare
department organised a
media roundtable here
Wednesday. The event,
held at the Zilla Parishad
conference hall, brought
together a diverse group
of media professionals,
policymakers, and health
experts, with an aim to
highlight media’scrucial
role in raising public
awareness and fostering
community engagement
to combat malnutritionin
theregion.

Speaking ontheoccasion,
District Social Welfare

Bhanjanagar (KCN):
Asmany as18 small cold
storages will be built in
Ganjam district soon to
help farmers and traders
store vegetables and
fruits. The matter came
to the fore Wednesday
during theinauguration of
solar powered cold
storage of 10 metric
tonne capacity on the
premises of the
Regulated Market
Committee (RMC) here,
established at an expense

of Rs 24 lakh.
Chief guest and
Bhanjanagar MLA
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potential of media

Bijayalaxmi Behera beyond addressing engagemgntincombating
emphasi sed the hunger, encompassing Mma nutrition. AN
importance of media improvementsinoverall 'nteractive open

collaborationin reaching

wider audiences with |

important information
about SAM
management.
“Malnutrition poses one
of the most pressing
health challenges in
Kandhamal. By fostering
partnerships and raising
awareness, we are
committed to
substantially reducing the
prevalence of SAM in
our district,” she said.
Behera presented the in-
depth strategies
implemented in

Kandhamal district to
reduce SAM cases,
including community-

Pradyumna Kumar
Nayak inaugurated the
facility. Guest of honour
and Bhanjanagar
SubCollector-cum-
Chairman of the RMC
Anil Kumar Sethy said
that alarge cold storage
will be built here for the
benefit of farmers and
traders under the sub-
division and preparations
are underway with the
help of the local MLA.
Project coordinator
Deepak Kumar Tudu
said that the construction
of small cold storages
was taken up on

to come up In Ganjam

based interventions,
strengthening Anganwadi
centres, and leveraging
local health networks to
ensure that nutrition
programmes reach the

experimental basis in
Rourkela.

Following its success,
construction of 18 small
cold storages was taken
up under various RMCs
inthedistrict. Oneof the
cold storages was
inaugurated at
Bhanjanagar while
another at Buguda will
soon be launched. The
rest of the cold storages
will be constructed at
Berhampur, Aska and
other places of the
district, Tudu said.
Another guest of
honour, NAC chairman

most vulnerable children.
“Our goal is to ensure
that every child in
Kandhamal hasaccessto
the nutrition and care
they deserve. We are

Gopabandhu
Mohapatra, said that
vegetables can be
stored in the cold
storagesfor aminimum
of seven days to a
maximum period of
seven months. RMC
secretary Kasturi
Sanyasi Raju
coordinated the
meeting. North
Ghumusar DFO
HimanshuSekhar Maharty,
Regiond Transport Officer
Subhendu Ranjan Ray and
ADPRO Gouri Shankar
Satapathy attended the
function.

ifetermfor killing cousin

Berhampur (KCN): A
local court Thursday
sentenced three siblings
tolifeimprisonment after
convictingthemfor killing
their cousinin 2023 over
a property dispute at
Basudevpur village under
Patapur police limits in
Ganjam district. The
convicts were identified
asBudu, 35, Santosh, 32,
and Mithun, 30, alias
Landa, sons of late
Prakash Pradhan. The
victim was their cousin
Kulu Pradhan, 28, son of
their elder paternal uncle
late Kansa Pradhan.
Additional District and
Sessions Judge (ADJ-1)
Indu Sharma pronounced
the verdict after

examining the statements
of 12 witnesses and the
police chargesheet,
Public Prosecutor
Trilochan Parida said.
Thejudge also slapped a
penalty of Rs 1,000 each
on the three convicts. In
default, they have to
undergo an additional
year of rigorous
imprisonment (RI), the
judge observed while
delivering the order.

On the other hand, the
judge acquitted the
siblings' mother Ahalya
Pradhan, 57, Budu'swife
Kaberi Pradhan, 22, and
Santosh’s wife Pinky
Pradhan (20) for want of
sufficient evidence.
According to the case

diary, the two families
were not on good terms
as the convict Budu was
at loggerheads with the
victim Kulu over sharing
of paternal properties.
The incident occurred
when a truck was
unloading bricks for
house constructioninthe
backyard of Kulu
Pradhan July 28in2023.
Some of the bricks fell
down during unloading
following which some
plants on Budu's side of
the property were
destroyed. An angered
Budu and his siblings
picked afight with Kulu.
After their neighbours
intervened, they relented
and went back to their

house.

However, the siblings
later ganged up and again
squabbled with Kulu
when he was standing
outside his house at
around 9pm. They
quarreled with him and
launched an organised
attack on him with
weapons like axe,
crowbar and wooden
planks. Profusely
bleeding, Kulu
succumbed to his
injuries. Patapur
police registered a
case and arrested the
three siblings after
Kulu’'s elder brother
Santosh Pradhan
complained to the
police station.
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striving to ensure that
SAM no longer poses a
threat to our childrenin
the future,” she added.

nutrition
Sourav

Unicef's
specialist

Bhattacharjee delivered
a keynote address on
malnutrition and the
importance of SAM
management. He said,
“Effective SAM

health, sanitation and
education.

In Kandhamal, the
immediate objectiveisto
save lives and foster
healthier,  stronger
communities. It not only
contributes to physical
well-being but also
cognitive development.”
Therole of the mediain
raising awareness and
disseminating accurate
information was the
central theme of the
roundtable.  Unicef
representatives
emphasised the
importance of
responsiblereporting and
the transformative

discussion and Q&A
session provided an
opportunity for
participants to share
insights and discuss
challenges related to
malnutrition and child
health in Kandhamal.
Media representatives
expressed their
commitment to
supporting awareness
campaigns and keeping
the issue of SAM a
priority in public
discourse. The media
roundtable set the stage
for future initiatives,
reinforcing the
importance of multi-
sectoral collaboration to
create sustainable health
outcomesin Kandhamal.
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Find the Difference
- Small Classes

- Experienced, trained & loving teachers.
- Individual attention to each child.

- Regular meditation and yoga.

- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

MAHARISHI PUBLIC 5CHOOL

~ ADMISSION OPEN

Maharishi Public School, Baripada

STD-NURSERY TO VI

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact ;

Call-9438102188, 06792-255227
Time : 8.00 AM. to 12.00 noon

E-mail- mps.bpd@gmail.com

Find us on

15.03.2024

(Special discount for new admission before 15.03.2023

25% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada




BUSINESS/COMMERCE

BHUBANESWAR,SATURDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2024

Tre KaLinga CHRONICLE

Paaiitir paope i Pally af Odinka

Amway Invests $4M in Four Research & Development LabsAcrossindia

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Advancing its focus on
strengthening scientific
capabilities to provide
cutting-edge, next-
generation support in
health and wellbeing,
Amway, a global
company, today formally
introduced its four state-
of-the-art Research &
Development (R&D)
labs across Indiawith an
investment of $4
million[1]. By harnessing
advanced technology,
contemporary science
and thought leadership,
these labs are poised to

redefine industry
standards by developing
safe, effective,

differentiated and high-
quality health and
wellbeing products with
theaimto support people
in India and around the
world. India is the
location of one of thefour
Amway R&D hubs,

TataPower leadsEV
chargingspacewitha
pan-Indianetwork;
showcaseswide-range
of hi-tech EZ Charge
solutions
at AutoExpo
Bhubaneswar: Tata
Power, one of India's
largest and fastest grow-
ing EV Charging solu-
tionsprovider showcased
itswide-range of hi-tech
EV charging solutionsat
the ongoing Auto Expo
2023in Greater Noida. A
first-hand experience of
the technology that is
driving Tata Power's
widespread EV charging
network - EZ (read easy)
Charge was provided to
thevisitors, including the
award-winning and one
of the most downloaded
mobile apps for EV
charging - Tata Power
EZ Charge, which en-
sures a seamless user
experience through fea-
tures that will help com-
muters find the nearest
charging station, know
thereal-time availability
of charging points, and
receive updates on
charging status, amongst

many others.
Information about Tata
Power's one of its kind
Network Operations
Center (NOC) located in
Mumbai wasalso on dis-
play. This center aids in
the effective operational
management of charging
stations across India.
NOC is integrated with
the online platform that
supports Tata Power's
EZ Charge services, has
a real-time communica
tionlink withal on-board
chargers, and aidsin the
early detection of tech-
related issues. The NOC
additionally supports
quick problem solving,
back-end system support,
and proactive planning
for charging infrastruc-
ture upkeep. Tata Power
has also kicked off an
ambitious nationwide
plan of setting up approx.
25000 electric vehicle
(EV) charging points
acrossthe country to sup-
port faster adoption of e-
mobility over the next 5
years.

worldwide. This
strategic moveisinline
with Amway's effortsto
cater to the evolving
needs of consumers
empowering millionsto
achieve optimal
wellbeing and fostering
ahedlthier futurefor all.
Amway'’s four state-of -
the-art R&D labs in
Gurugram, Chennai,
Bengaluru, and Dindigul
collectively total 24,700
square feet, creating a
powerhouse of scientific
discovery and

breakthrough product
development.

Talking about the
investment from Amway
India’s business
perspective and
describing the benefits to
India, Rajneesh Chopra,
Managing Director,
Amway India, said
“There is a need for a
transformative approach
to nutrition and wellnessin
India, as the health
landscape here faces
significant challenges
related to nutrition,

lifestyle and gut health.

This investment
accelerates Amway
India’'s product

devel opment capabilities
and positions Amway to
better serve the unique
and evolving needs of its
consumers and
businesses in India and
around the world. India
stands as one of our top
priority markets globally
and this investment
underscores the
confidence of Amway
Global in the country’s
expertise and potential to
drive groundbreaking
innovation in the heath
and wellbeing space.”

“For over a quarter-
century, Amway Indiahas
earned thetrust of people
by helping them lead a
healthy way of life. Our
commitment to ahealthier
nation envisions
empowering our
distributors to help

transform the lives of
millions of Indians by
prioritizing healthspan
over lifespan. As we
continue to drive
innovation to offer need-
based recommendations,
we've found that the
most crucial element in
your healthand wellbeing
journey is a strong gut
that is also linked to
improved mental health
and immunity. TheR&D
labs will further support
driving scientifically
backed initiatives like
‘Morning Nutrition’ — a
holistic campaign to
support a healthy
lifestyle that helps
individualsstart their day
with optimal nutrition to
maintain a healthier
lifestyle. We are poised
to foster a healthier
futurefor al inlinewith
the Government of
India’'s vision. This
strategic investment

strengthens our
confidence in achieving
our godswhilesalidifying
our position at the
forefront of the health
and wellbeing industry,”
Mr. Chopra concluded.
Introducing the R& D labs
in India, Dr Shyam
Ramakrishnan, Director,
Innovation and Science,
Indiaand Southeast Asia,
Amway said, “In
response to the rising
awarenessaround health,
wellbeing and nutrition
worldwide, this
investment in state-of-
the-art R&D labs is well
positioned to meet the
evolving consumer needs
across global markets.
Importantly, it alignswith
our global multi-year
growth  vision of
consistently providing
recommendations for
overal wellbeingtailored
to the evolving needs of
various age groups.

Muskaan L itfest for Child Authors
showcasesyoung Ilterarytalent

Bhubaneswar : Some of
the leading social, cul-

tural, corporate and lit-
erary organizations of
the country came to-
gether for the first time
to host a unique litera-
turefestival - "Muskaan
Litfest for Child Au-
thors' - under the
Muskaan initiative of
Kolkata-based non-for-
profit trusts, Prabha
Khaitan Foundation
and Education for All
Trust. The three-day
event was held at the
Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA) premises in
Delhi. Union Minister of
State for Women and
Child Development, Dr

Kalubhai, interacted
with 30 school-going
young authors from all
over the country.
"Muskaan is a brilliant
initiative of PKF to give
aplatformfor the young
talented writers to
showcase their works
and inspire future tal-
ents,” the minister said.
He also gave certifi-
cates to the young au-
thors.

Ruskin Bond, the most
popular, loved and re-
vered author among the
children, in a message
lauded Prabha Khaitan
Foundation for its com-
mendabl e effortsto pro-
mote the habit of read-
ing among children

Munjapara
Mahendrabhai

AlmondsFood
for Fitnhess

Bhubaneswar : Engagingin exercisepromotesa
hedlthful lifestyle, but evenwhen performed cor-
rectly, exercise causesfatigue and muscle dam-
age. Recovery from exerciseisimportant because
it leadsto muscle gain and improved fitness over
time. A new study involving people who exer-
cise occasionally (less than three times per
week) demonstrated that snacking on almonds
reduced feelings of fatigue and tension, in-
creased leg and lower back strength during re-
covery, and decreased muscle damage during
the first day of recovery. David C. Nieman,
DrPH, FACSM, Professor and Principal Inves-
tigator, Human Performance L aboratory, Ap-
palachian State University, led thisnovel re-
search, supported with funding from theAlmond
Board of California. Dr. Nieman'steam wanted
to seeif an almond snack compared to ahigh-
carbohydrate cereal bar snack would improve
inflammation and recovery in adultsengaging in
90-minute exercise sessions."What we found
tellsusdefinitively that al monds should be added
to sports nutrition strategiesto help peoplere-
cover better from exercise," explained Dr.
Nieman. "Almondsarefood for fitness. Carbs
get most of the attention when it comesto fuel-
ing for exercise, but almonds offer anutrition
package, including good unsaturated fats, the
antioxidant vitamin E, and proanthocyanidins
(classof polyphenols, which are protective com-
poundsin plants) that help explain the benefi-
cial outcomesin our study.” One serving of al-
monds (28g) has 13 g of good unsaturated fat
and only 1 g of saturated fat.

through the Muskaan
initiative. The three-

day Litfest (Jan 10-12)
was organized in col-
laboration with IGNCA
and in association with
IndiaInternational Cen-
tre and SahityaAkademi
as the knowledge part-
ner. Shree Cement sup-
ported the event as a
part of its corporate so-
cial responsibility (CSR)
initiative.

The festival was inau-
gurated in the presence
of Priyank Kanoongo,
Chairman, National
Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights
(NCPCR). Also present
on the occasion were
Sachchidanand Joshi,
member secretary, the
executive and academic
head of IGNCA; K N
Shrivastava, Director of

IC, and
Sreenivasarao, Secre-
tary, Sahitya Akademi.
"Literatureisthe mirror
of society. It is impor-
tant to provide child
authors the right envi-
ronment and upbringing
to promote literature,"
Kanoongo said. He as-
serted that instead of
social media, the chil-
dren should take more
interest in writing and
literature.

The evening was
marked by a scintillating
cultural programme
‘Udaan’ conceptualised
by Shinjini Kulkarni,
Ehsaas Woman of Prabha
Khaitan Foundation.
HumaKhalil Mirza, Ehsaas
Woman of Delhi and
Unnati Singh, Ehsaas

Woman of Indore, also
chippedinand livened up
the show. Teams of
women achievers who
work to create cultural
capital and assets are a
part of a Ehsaas Woman
network in major cities of
India under the aegis of
Prabha Khaitan Founda-
tion.

Dancer and choreogra-
pher Avirup Sengupta, who
workswith specialy-abled
children through Prayas
Foundation, presented an
enthralling performance.
The Foundation had flown
inchildrenfromKolkatafor
the special
performance. Thelatest is-
sue of PKF newsletter
Prabha, based on the
theme of children's litera-
ture, wasformally released.

Kapil Sharmaand histeam in
NavratnaAyurvedicoll
advertisement campaign

Kolkata: Navratna, the ayurvedic cool oil market
leader from the house of Emami Ltd throws up a
laughter challenge this summer as Kapil Sharma
comeson board the brand along with hiseccentric
family members Kiku Sharda, Gaurav Gera and
Sumona Chakravarti.

In a series of new TV ads and digital content,
Navratna Oil introduces a burst of cool comic
relief with theirrepressible Kapil Sharmaand his
band of quirky accomplices. Together, they tackle
the everyday chaos and challenges encountered
by common man asthey present Navratna Oil as
“Thandak KaBadshah, Raahat KaRaja.” A two-
minute champi (head massage) with Navratna Oil
offers relief and relaxation leaving one “thanda
thanda cool cool”.

Commenting on this unique endorsement
association, Mr. Harsha V. Agarwal, Vice
Chairman and Managing Director, Emami
Limited, said, “Wearedelighted to onboard K apil
Sharma and his quirky team for our brand
NavratnaAyurvedic Oil. Humour iswell known
for being a stress buster and Kapil’'s brand of
humour has been doing just that for over adecade
across demographics. The pairing of Kapil
Sharmaand team with Navratna, whichisIndia's
number 1 cool oil that providesrelief from daily
stress to its millions of consumers, is one of the
best fitments that a brand can envisage. To
appeal to our evolving target audience, we
strongly feel that this new approach of delivering
the brand message will work effectively for us.”
Kapil Sharma, the comedian, actor, singer and
anchor said on this occasion, “Navratna
Ayurvedic Oil provides effective relief from
headache and stress related issues arising from
daily lifechallenges. My team and | also attempt
to use humour as a powerful tool towards stress
relief by offering a much-needed escape from
life'strials and tribulations. There is a natural
synergy in what both of us are trying to deliver,
thereby offering a perfect fitment for our
collaboration. | am pleased to be associated with
World’sNo 1 Cool Oil Navratna. Thissummer,
together we will make every Indian - Thanda

Thanda Cool Cool ! ”

Tata Power leads EV charging spacewith a
pan-Indianetwork; showcaseswide-rangeof hi-
tech EZ Chargesolutions at Auto Expo

Bhubaneswar:National,
Tata Power, one of
India'slargest and fast-
est growing EV Charg-
ing solutions provider
showcased its wide-
range of hi-tech EV
charging solutionsat the
ongoing Auto Expo
2023in Greater Noida
A firgt-hand experience
of thetechnology that is
driving Tata Power's
widespread EV charging
network - EZ (read
easy) Charge was pro-
videdtothevisitors, in-
cluding theaward-win-
ning and oneof themost
downloaded mobile
appsfor EV charging -
TataPower EZ Charge,
which ensures a seam-
less user experience
through featuresthat will
help commutersfind the
nearest charging station,
know thered-timeavail-
ability of charging points,
and receive updateson
charging $atus, anongst
many others.

Information about Tata

Power'soneof itskind
Network Operations
Center (NOC) located
iInMumbal wasalso on
display. Thiscenter aids
in the effective opera-
tional management of
charging stationsacross
India NOCisintegrated
withtheonlineplatform
that supports Tata
Power's EZ Charge
services, has a real-
time communication
link with all on-board
chargers, andaidsinthe
early detection of tech-
related issues. The
NOC additionally sup-
ports quick problem
solving, back-end sys-
tem support, and pro-
active planning for
charginginfrastructure
upkeep.

Tata Power has also
kicked off an ambitious
nationwide plan of set-
ting up approx. 25000
electric vehicle (EV)
charging points across
the country to support
faster adoption of e-

mobility over thenext 5
years. Greater Noida,
January 12, 2023: Tak-
ing aleap inthe eraof
sustainability and green
mobility, WardWizard,
aleading manufacturer
of electrictwo-wheeler
Joy ebike, today
launched its new high-
speed el ectric scooter
'MIHOS' with Poly
Dicyclopentadiene
Material (PDCPD) to
bring high standards of
durability for theriders.
Designed and devel-
oped by WardWizard's
R&D  team in
Vadodara, MIHOS, is
a retro-style electric
scooter. It isequipped
with advanced technol-
ogy, and user-friendly
featureswith avehicle
sound s mulator for ad-
ditiond safety of therid-
ersontheroad. It also
features a broad seat
for enhanced riding
comfort. Theproduc-
tion will take place at
the company's state-of -

the-art manufacturing
facility in Vadodara,
Gujarat and the deliv-
erieswill commencein
a phased manner
acrossthe country.
Speaking on the
launch occasion and the
company's prospects,
Mr YatinGupte, Chair-
man & Managing Di-
rector, Wardwizard In-
novations & Mobility
Ltd, said, "Asoneof the
first promoters of elec-
tric mobility in the
country, we are com-
mitted to building asus-
tainable environment
and greener planet for
the generationsof today
and tomorrow. Our
new product MIHOSIs
designed and devel-
oped keeping in mind
the aspirations of the
customers and market
demand. The scooter
will not only excitethe
customerswithitsretro
look and advanced fea-
tures but will al'so pro-
vide extra safety with

itshigh standardsof du-
rability and comfort
across various road
conditions. The com-
pany isfurther investing
in R&D for creating a
holistic e-mobility eco-
system and developing
Indiasfirs EV ancillary
cluster to accelerate
the adoption and
growth of green mobil-
ity inthe country. The
year 2023 is going to
bethe establishing year
of EV mobility in the
country." Making an-
other movein strength-
ening its product port-
foliointheelectric mo-
torcycle category, the
company alsounveiled
the concept of its city
electric motorcycle
'Rockefeller' at the
expo. The concept
motorcycleisdesigned
keeping in mind the
need of the riders for
daily riding. The com-
pany is planning to
launchthemotorcycleby
theend of FY'24.




NewDelhi:"I'm really
grateful for this day, |
don't think I'll ever forget
this day, very special,"
saidasmiling Washington
Sundar.

The first day of the
second Test between
India and New Zeaand
in Pune, where he picked
up his career-best Test
figures of 7 for 59, was
nothing short of magical.
Washington had not
played Test cricket for
over three-and-a-half
years beforethis, hewas
not even in the initial
squad named for the
series. A last-minutecall-
up saw him rushing from
Delhi where he was
playing in the Ranji
Trophy tolink upwiththe
Indian squad.

As he walked back to
thepavilion on Thursday,
clapping him all theway
through was his fellow
Tamil Nadu teammate
and the other offspinner
in the Indian team, R

DavidWarner's

NewDelhi: The lifetime
|eadership ban on David
Warner has been lifted
by Cricket Australia,
which means he is now
eligibleto captain hisBig
Bash League team
Sydney Thunder. Warner
presented his case to a
three-member
independent panel earlier
in the month, which
found the 37-year old to
have met all the criteria
to have the ban lifted
effectiveimmediately.

"The respectful and
contrite tone of his
responses, aswell asthe
content impressed the
Review Panel and led it
to the unanimous view
that he was sincere and
genuine in
acknowledging
responsibility for the
conduct and in his
statement that he had
extreme remorse for his
conduct,” the panel
stated. "Mr Warner's
conduct and behaviour
since the imposition of
the sanction has been
excellent and he appears
to have made a

|PL retentions. Pant, Rahul, lyer in spot

NewDelhi:Exactly a
week  before the
retention deadline ahead
of Indian Premier
League (IPL) mega
auction next month, there
is a heightened sense of
excitement and
speculation about which
players will be retained,
RTM-ed and which not.
The prevailing narrative
is a complex blend of
imagination,
exaggerations, carefully
calibrated leaks, and
fiction.

In the midst of all the
frenzy, there remains an
element of truthtoo. The
three headline-grabbing
names dominating the
retention narrative are
Rishabh Pant, KL Rahul,
and Shreyas lyer. Each
presents a complex
situation, with franchises

wowrw. Thakalimgachromndele, com

Ashwin. Soon after
landing in  Pune,
Washington washaving a
long net bowling session
alongsidewithAshwinin
the nets. He confessed
that he had started
having chats with him
about how to bowl in
these conditions. That
would continueduring the
first day as well, said
Washington with the
senior discussing what
was working for him on

this pitch and what pace
to bowl on it, for
example.

Washington, who had
started off bowling
predominantly at speeds
touching the mid 90kph
mark, started to vary it
more as the day
progressed. He ended up
picking all his seven
wicketsin adream spell,
split by the Teainterval,
which read 10.1-1-28-7.
"Honestly, it's al God's
plan. His plan, God's
plan. As | said, | just

wanted toreally focuson
every ball and give my
100 per cent every single
ball right from the start of
the day. | think even the
first ball went well for
me. | really wanted to
keep things tight and |
was able to do it. There
was some help in the
morning as well in the
first session especially
when  there was
moisture. | didn't try to
change too many things.
Yes, | tried to vary my
pacealittlebit but | really
wanted to be consistent
inhitting thelengths. Yes,
special moments
throughout the game,"
reflected Washington at
the end of the day's play.
On a pitch that was
offering assistanceto the
spinnersfromearly onin
thefirst day, Washington
ended up hitting the
stumps five times and
claimed another wicket
via LBW. Ahead of the
game, India'shead coach

substantial change, one
example of whichisthat
he no longer sledges or
tries to provoke the
opposing team.

"The Review Panel is
more than satisfied that
Mr Warner will not
engage in any conduct
similar to that which
occurred in 2018 which
resulted in the sanction
and that the sanction has
thus had the relevant
quality of specific
deterrence.”

Following the ball-
tampering incident in
Cape Town, Warner, who
was the vice-captain at

treading cautiously with
the narrative dictated not
necessarily by facts, and
keeping their options
close to the chest.

In Pant'scase, all options
remain open for thethree
parties involved - the
player, long with thetwo
co-owners of Delhi
Capitals: GMR Group
and JSW Group. With his
late-night social media
post on October 12, Pant
has certainly complicated
thesituation. Hisprobing
post - "If | go to the
auction, will | be sold or
not, and for how much?"
- isn't merely about his
market value.
Hewastesting thewaters
in an uncharted area,
subtly sending asignal to
the team owners who,
incidentally, will havethe
final say. The post
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the time, was identified
as the instigator of the
plan and was given a
lifetime ban from
leadership roles along
with a one-year ban
from cricket. Steve
Smith, who was the
captain, was also banned
for one year and was
handed a captaincy ban
for 12 months, while
Cameron Bancroft was
banned for nine months.
Warner had appealed
against the leadership
ban but retracted it 2022,
angrily, expressed his
disappointment over the
manner in which the

certainly got them
stumped but reality is
totally different. They can
always flash the RTM
(Right to Match) card or
serioudy hurt the purse of
the competing team if the
priceisarbitrarily takento
an unaffordable level
through the new RTM
clause.

Indications are that both
GMR and JSW, the co-
ownersof Delhi Capitals,
are keen to retain Pant
unlessthedtuation spiras
out to apoint of noreturn.
They have viewed his
social media post as an
impulsivereactionfroma
young player and have
tried to shrug it off.

In the meetings with the
owners, Pant reportedly
made several demands
regarding the coaching
staff and team
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Gautam Gambhir had
reasoned that they had

picked Washington
because he would offer
"more control". It'sano-
brainer then that they
went with afinger spinner
who would keep the
stumpsin play more often
than not.

"l think in India, you
almost have to cover the

!
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enquiry was being
conducted. He retired
from all formats in
international cricket, with
the 2024 T20 World Cup
being hislast appearance
for Australia.

"In 2022 we updated the
Code of Conduct to
ensure there was a fair
and rigorous process in
place for al players and
player support personnel
to have long-term
sanctions reviewed,"
Nick Hockley, CA's
Chief Executive Officer,
said on Friday (October
25). "l am pleased David
has chosen to have his

composition. One of his
reguests was to bring a
star former India player
on board asamentor/head
coach, but the GMR
group, which currently
runs the franchise, had
already finalized Y
Venugopal Rao and
Hemang Badani aspart of
the coaching staff by then.
There is a conscious
attempt by the GMR
group to not have high-
profile coaching staff.

Tue KaLinea C

straight ones becausethe
ballsthat really turn, if it
bowlsyou, it'sactually a
really good ball. So
you've actually got to
givethebowler credit for
bowling those types of
ballsand Washington did
thet redly well," said Luke
Ronchi, New Zealand's
batting coach.

Washington al so showed

fetimecaptaincy ban lifted

sanction reviewed and
that hewill beeligibleto
take up leadership
positions in Australian
Cricket thissummer."
During thelatest hearing,
Warner was
accompanied by Trent
Copeland, the general
manager of Sydney
Thunder and also ateam-
mate of the cricketer
fromNSW and Australia
playing days. The panel
also received written
references from current
Test captain Pat
Cummins and head
coach Andrew
McDonald, former
captain Greg Chappell,
and Lisa Sthalekar, the
former women's team
skipper and president of
the Federation of
International Cricketers
Association.

The  three-member
committee also received
letters of support from
New Zealand's Kane
Williamson, who played
alongside Warner at
Sunrisers Hyderabad in
the Indian Premier

League.

Whether Rao and Badani
canfill theshoesof Sourav
Ganguly and Ricky
Ponting, who were part of
the Delhi coaching staff
for thelast two years,isa
different debate. The
perception in the current
management is that the
name suggested by Pant
may not exactly alignwith
thethinking of the setup.

There may also have
been somedisagreements
over theretention amount,
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that he wasn't short of
tricks, albeit subtle ones.
He would use the crease
well to create different
angles, al the while still
trying to keep the stumps
inplay.

"l think it's just this
consistency of being able
to hitagood areafor long
periods of time. There
were some balls that he
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Sundar embraces'God'sPlan’ on dream day in Pune

went really wide in the
crease. He got some
good drift and | guessthe
ball that got Rachin
[Ravindra] was from

really wide," noted
Ronchi.
Washington got Ravindra

with his first ball after
coming back into the
attack, triggering a
collapse that saw New
Zealand lose their last
seven wickets to him
for 62 runs. The ball
had spun enough to beat
Ravindra, on 65, past
the outside edge and hit
the offstump.

"I just wanted to keep
hitting the right areas
today because we
expected that there
would be something to
offer, especially for the
spinners. So, it wasvery
important for the
bowlers to be really up
to date and that wasthe
only thought on my
mind and obviously,
thingslikethat, whenit

happens, it meansalot,”
said Washington about

that wicket. "It's
magic."

He bowled that at
roughly 93kph

according to the speed
guns. When he got
Daryl Mitchell LBW
later, that was with a
slightly slower one
clocked at around
85kph. The subtle
changes are still awork
in progress for
someonewhoisplaying
just his32nd First Class
game, and is quite
different to offspinners
of hisilk. Unlike many
others, Washington is
one of the very few
offspinners to be able
to hold his own in a
competitive T20 circuit.
Theretoo, likehedidin
Test cricket today,
Washington had made a
name for himself as
someone with subtle
variationson straightish
lines.

All-round Deepti helpsindia
go 1-0 up in Ahmedabad

NewDelhi:Deepti
Sharmasall-round show
(1-35and 41) and Radha
Yadav's 3 for 35 steered
Indiatovictory inthefirst
ODI against New
Zealand in Ahmedabad,
by 59 runs. Despite the
Kerr sisters picking
seven Indian wickets (4
for 42 for Amelia Kerr
and 3 for 49 for Jess
Kerr), New Zealand
faltered with the bat and
lost three batters to run-
outs as their highest
individual scorewasonly
39.Having elected to bat
first after winning the
toss, India got off to a
sedate start. Smriti
Mandhana, who stood in
as skipper for
Harmanpreet Kaur (out
with a niggle), was
dismissed cheaply for
five off Jess as she gave
catching practice to
backward point. But,
Shafali Verma and new-
batter Yastika Bhatia
started attacking the
New Zealand bowlersas
the former took Jess for

but there is a line of
thinking that Pant's
performances in red-ball
and white-ball cricket
present different graphs.
These points were
discussed in themeetings
withthe owners, whofedl
that the media has taken
the situation to another
level by pushing an
inaccurate narrative.

KL Rahul & LSG

In the case of Rahul,
there appears to be an
element of finality, as he
issetto bereleased by the
Lucknow Super Giants
management. The LSG
think tank, comprising
mentor Zaheer Khan and
head coach Justin Langer,
has concerns about his
batting style, strike rate,
batting position, and
leadership. During hisvisit
to Kolkata last month,
Rahul expressed adesire

17 runs in the 5th over.
But she played one shot
too many as she pulled
Eden Carson straight to
backward sguare.

India ran into deeper

trouble after the
PowerPlay as Dayalan
Hemalatha and the well-
set Bhatia both fell. But,
Jemimah Rodrigues and
debutant Tejal Hasabnis
steadied the ship with a
61-run stand. Despitethe
lack of boundariesin the
partnership, the two
batters  kept the
scoreboard constantly
ticking to not get bogged
down at one end.
Rodrigues was then
trapped LBW while

tobat inthemiddle order,
something he had wanted
last year too but that
move never materialized
because of the team

composition and
dynamics. He continued
to open.

Rahul, who is going
through atorrid phasein
his career, is also
believed to bewanting to
leave the franchise,
making the separation
mutually acceptable and
allowing LSG to keep
Nicholas Pooran, Ravi
Bishnoi, Mayank Yadav,
Mohsin Khan, and
Ayush Badoni, the | atter
two being uncapped
retentions. While LSG
have the option to
exercise the RTM for
Rahul, the chances of
that happening are
remote - virtually nil.
They may do it for a

Hasabnis was stumped
off Amelia.Deepti then
took it upon herself to bat
with thetail to push India
above the 200-run mark,
taking ones and twos
along with the odd-
boundary to keep the
scoreboard moving. New
Zealand picked the last
four remaining wickets
across four consecutive
overs. Arundhati Reddy
who gave her company,
thenfound degp mid-wicket
off Amelia while Radha
Yadav fdl to her sster Jess
in the next over. Saima
Thakor fdl for two while
Deepti was stumped on 41
to bring the innings to an
abrputend at 227 all-out.

ight asfranchisesmull key decisions

player like Marcus
Stoinis.
The Shreyas lyer
situation
The situation with
Shreyas lyer is

somewhat different. If
they had their way, the
Kolkata Knight Riders
management would
prefer to keep the
captain, who won the
championship for them,
but they are debating
whether he can be one
of the five high-
performing capped
players who deserve
retention. The presence
of 'retainable' players
likeAndre Russall, Sunil
Narine, Mitchell Starc,
Phil Salt, Rinku Singh,
Varun Chakaravarthy
and Venkatesh lyer limits
the  management's
options. Only five capped
players can be retained.
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