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PRESIDENT OF INDIA Megts Prescent of Malawi; leads deegation level-talks

Witnessessigning of MoUson Artsé&: Culture, Youth I\/Iatters Sportsand Pharmaceutical cooperation

NewDelhi,(KCN):On
the second day (October
18, 2024) of her visit to
Malawi, the President of
India, Smt Droupadi
Murmu, visited the State
House, Lilongwe where
she waswarmly received
by H.E. Dr Lazarus
McCarthy Chakwera, the
President of the Republic
of Malawi. Both leaders
held productive
discussions on a wide
range of issues to further
deepen the India-Malawi
relationship.

The President witnessed
the signing of MoUs on

Arts & Culture, Youth
Matters, Sports and
Pharmaceutical
cooperation. She also
witnessed the symbolic
handing over of 1000
MT of rice as
humanitarian assistance
from Indiato Maawi and
the handing over of the
Bhabhatron cancer
treating machine to
Malawi. Sheannounced
the Government of
India’ssupport in setting
up of a permanent
Artificial Limb Fitment
Centre (Jaipur Foot) in
Malawi.

Earlier this morning, the
President visited the
National War Memorial
in Lilongwe and paid
floral tribute to the
soldiersand civilianswho
laid down their lives
during the First and
Second World Wars and
other military operations.
She also laid awreath at
the Kamuzu Mausoleum
—theresting place of the
first President of Malawi
Dr Hastings Kamuzu
Banda.Yesterday
evening (October 17,
2024), the President
addressed the members

Odisha well-positioned to play key roIe In
meeting global demand for chem|cals CM

Bhubaneswar (KCN):

Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
Friday said the state is
emerging asakey player
in the chemicals and
petrochemicals sector,
supported by increasing
demand from core
industries like steel and
auminium.

Addressing the ‘India
Chem 2024' in Mumbai,
Majhi said the PCPIR
(Petroleum, Chemicals&
Petrochemical
Investment Regions),
Paradeep, is driving
Odisha’'sambitionsinthis
sector.

Strategically located near
the Paradeep Port, the
industrial hubintegratesa
robust supply chain,
connecting industries to
global markets, he said.

W d

The Chlef Mlnlster sald
the chemicals and
petrochemical s sector in
Odisha is ready for
exponential growth. “At
the same time, we are
diversifying into further
high-potential areas,” he
said.

The eastern state is al'so

actively promoting
investments in technical
textiles and recycling of
by-products, plasticsand
packaging, and speciality
chemicals, which are
seeing increased demand
from domestic and
international markets, the
CM said

Mahi said these
opportunitiesare backed
by Odisha’'s“rich natural
resources, extensive
connectivity, and robust
industrial ecosystem”,
making it an attractive
destination for new
investments.

“As global demand for
chemicals continues to
rise, Odisha is well-
positioned to play a key
role in meeting this
demand, not just for
India, but for the world.
I inviteyou all to explore
the opportunities that
Odisha offers and
become a part of our
growth story. Together,
we can unlock new
possibilities and
contribute to the shared
vision of a Viksit
Odisha,” he said.

of theIndian Community
inMalawi at aReception
hosted by the High
Commissioner of Indiato
Malawi.

Speaking on the
occasion, the President
said that India values
??its partnership with
Africa based on the
principlesof mutual trust,
equality, and mutual
benefit. Themain pillars
of our cooperation are
development
partnership, capacity
building, trade and
economic cooperation,
defence and security,

and people-to- people
contacts. Each pillar is
important to India-Africa
relations.

The President said that
India had played an
important rolein making
the African Union a
permanent member of
the G20 organization. As
aleading member of the
Global South, Indiawould
continue to share its

experiences and
capabilities with
countries of the Global
South.

The President said that
our diasporaisanintegral

part of the
transformational journey
of India. She urged the
members of the Indian
community to join this
journey and take
forward the
development agenda of
India

Tomorrow (October 19,
2024), the President will
perform Arati and Puja a
Shree Radha Krishna
Mandirin Lilongweaswell
asvidtLakeMadawi before
leaving for New Dehi on
the completion of three-
nation SatevidtstoAlgeria,
Mauritaniaand Maawi.

Interest rate cut at this stage could be
premature, risky: RBI Guv Das

New Delhi(KCN):
Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta
DasFriday said that this
stage would have been
“premature” and “very
very risky” astheretail
inflationisdtill high, and
future monetary policy
action would depend
upon the income data
and outlook.

Earlier this month, the
RBI continued to
maintain the status quo
in the short-term
lending interest rate
(repo), citing
inflationary concerns,
though it changed the
monetary policy stance
to neutral.
Participating at the
India Credit Forum
hosted by Bloomberg,
Das said the September
inflation was high and

ESIC will continue to benefit the poor
wor kersof Odisha: Labour Minister

Bhubaneswar (KCN) Our
government is a
government for the
people, a government of
theworking poor. We are
committed to thewelfare
of  workers. Our
government under the
dynamic, pro-people
Chief Minister Shri
Mohan Charan Majhi has
increased accidental
death benefits for
congructionworkersfrom
Rs4lakhto Rs6 lakh and
natural death benefits
from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 3
lakh. The Cabinet meeting
chaired by Hon' ble Chief
Minister Shri Mohan
Charan Mgjhi has already
approved increase of
wages of unskilled
labourersto Rs.450, semi-
skilledtoRs.500, skilledto
Rs.550 and highly skilled
to Rs.600 from Rs.352,
Rs.392, Rs.442 and
Rs.502 respectively.

Presiding over the 85th
Regiona Board meeting of
Employees State
Insurance Corporation,
Labour & ESI Minister
and Chairman, ESIC, Sri
GaneshRam SingK huntia
expressed that the success
of ESl schemedependson
coordinated work of the
State Government and the

[ . e | =
Central Government
through the Corporation.
The Scheme has already
been implemented in 29
districts and the proposal
for implementation in
Boudh district hasaready
been sent.

Now, we are to provide
medical benefit to poor
workers working in each
and every corner of the
State. We aso require to
provide cash benefit such
as death pension (DB),
accidental pension (PDB),
Maternity Benefit,
Sickness Benefit etc. to
them.

The medical benefit
(primary  treatment,
secondary treatment,
super specialty trestment)
isthe prime need of every
worker. Our focuswill be
to provide hassle free
treatments in ESI
Dispensaries and ESI
Hospitals run by the

Directorateandalsoin ESI
Model Hospital, Rourkela
and ESICHospita, Angul.
Proper treatment, supply
of medicines, swachhaata
in Dispensaries and
Hospitalsto be our aim.
The Super Speciality
treatments to |Ps will not
be a problem for us now
asdeclared by theHon'ble
Union Labour Minister,
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya.
Now ESIC beneficiaries
will get medica careunder
convergence programme
of ESIC with Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY).

Union Labour Minister,
Dr. Mandaviya in 194th
meeting of the Corporation
held on 8th October, 2024
has approved in principle
for the establishment of 10
new ESIC Medical
Collegesindifferent states.
As approved by this

L 1
Regiond Board meeting, a
proposal istobesenttothe
Union Labour Minister to
giveinprinciple approva
for establishment of a
Medical College on the
aready allotted land of
25 acres at Andharua,
Bhubaneswar in the
next meeting of the
Corporation, Minister
hoped.
Among others in the
meeting were Mr.
Vijay Amrit Kulange,
Labor Commissioner,
Mr. Ashok Kumar
Panda, Director, ESI
Scheme, Mr. Rajesh
Agarwal, Additional
Secretary, Department
of Labor and
Employees State
Insurance, Odisha
Power Generation
Corporation General
Manager (Human
Resources) Mr.
Rajendra Kumar

Senapati, Director
(Human Resources) of
Nalco, Mr. Radhasham
Mohapatra, General
Manager (Personnel)
Rourkela

Steel plant Mr.
Gyanaranjan Das, Dr.
Jayanti Behera of
M odel Hospital
Rourkela, Dr. Parimal
Majhi, ESIC Hospital
Angul., ESI Hospital
Bhubaneswar. Srikanth
Debata, Deputy
Central Labor
Commissioner Shri S.
Mr. Sampatkumar,
General Manager
(Human Resource) of
Paradip Phosphates

Ltd. Mr. Jagannath
Khuntia, Mr.
Bishnucharan
Mohanty, General

Manager of SITU, Mr.
Madanmohan Dhal,
Vice President of
INTUC, Mr. A.
Srinivas Rao, from
HMG along with Mr.
Brajkinkar Nayak gave
thoughtful suggestions
regarding the various
problems observedinthe
Employees State
Insurance Corporation
and ESI Hospitals and
Dispensaries and their
solutions.

the next pr|nt too is
expected to remain
elevated before
moderating.

“So therefore, rate cut at
this stage will be very
premature and can be
very, very risky when
your inflationisfiveand
a half and next print is
also expected to be
high,” Das said.
Refusing to give any
indications about rate

cuts in future, the
governor said the central
bank would take action
on the basis of the
incoming data and
outlook.

Das also said the
Reserve Bank does not
act like apoliceman, but
it maintainstight vigil on
thefinancial market and
takes regulatory action
whenever necessary.
The remark came a day

CM Majhi Orders Immegiate Action
toAdd essHab|sya||s P||gh

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):In

response to reports
highlighting the struggles
faced by Habisyalis,
Chief Minister Mohan
Majhi has directed
concerned officers, the
Srimandir administration,
and thedistrict Collector
to take comprehensive
measures to alleviate
their hardships.

The plight of the
Habisyalis, who have
been staging protests in
Puri due to inadequate
accommodation and
other facilities, has
garnered significant
media attention. Many
non-registered Habisyalis
were reportedly denied
entry to Brundabati
Niwas, leading to sit-in
protests that disrupted
vehicular movement.
Chief Minister Majhi,
upon learning about these
issues, emphasized the
need for immediate and
effective action. “I have
personally instructed the

concerned offlcers
Srimandir administration,
and thedistrict Collector
to take all kinds of
measures to ensure the
well-being of the
Habisyalis,” hewroteon
‘X

Supreme Court Lifts Stay
on 2015 Sacrilege Cases
Against Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh

The Chief Minister’'s
intervention aims to
provide relief to the
pilgrimsand ensure they
can observe their rituals
without further distress.
The district
administration, led by
Collector Siddharth
Shankar Swain, has
already initiated
discussions with the
agitating Habisyalis to
resolve their grievances.
Efforts are being made
to provide temporary
accommodation and
improve the registration
process for future
pilgrims.

after the central bank
directed Sachin Bansal’s
Navi Finserv and three
other NBFCs to cease

and desist from
sanctioning and
disbursing loans

effective from the close
of business of October

21 on material
supervisory concerns,
including usurious
pricing.

“No...we are not
policemen. We are
watching. We are

watching very closely.
We maintain vigil over
the credit markets
and...when it becomes
necessary, we take
action,” he said at the
IndiaCredit Forum.
Observing that this is
India smoment, Dassaid
the country’s growth
story isintact.

Delhi court
grantshail to
AAP |eader
Satyendar Jain

New Delhi: A Delhi court
on Friday granted bail to
AAP leader and former
Delhi cabinet minister
Satyendar Jain in a
money laundering case,
citing“delay intrial” and
his“long incarceration”.

Jain was arrested by the
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
May 30, 2022, on the
charge of laundering
money through four
companies allegedly
linked to him. He is
currently in judicial
custody.

NIA agrees to let
Engineer Rashid take
oath asMP, court to give
order tomorrow

J&K govt seeking
restoration of statehood,
not Article 370 ‘very
painful’: Engineer Rashid

5 hours ago
“Consideringthedeay in
trial and long

incarceration of 18
months, and the fact that
trail will takelongto sart,
let alone conclude,
accused is favourably
suitedfor therdlief,” said
Special Judge Vishal
Gogne.
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Metro Railway CeIebrat4QYearsof itsJourney in City

Kolkata,(KCN): The
Metro Railway has
completed 40 years of its
journey in Kolkataandto
mark the occasion, the
General Manager,
Metro Railway, Shri P.
Uday Kumar Reddy
today provided the
glimpses of the future
plansof the organisation
including expansion till
Kolkata Airport by
December 2025 to make
travelling to Kolkata
Airport more
convenient by
connecting it from two
directions-Kavi
Subhash to Airport and
Noaparato Airport. Shri
Reddy was very much
optimistic to point out to
the media

Par adeep

correspondents today
that once completed, the
Metro system will
encircle Kolkata and
Howrah, providing
seamless and efficient
connectivity across the
entire metropolitan area.
He said the
comprehensive Metro
coverage will bring
unprecedented ease for
daily commuters, reduce
traffic congestion and
make the city’stransport
infrastructure more
sustainable.

Metro Railway in the
city started its journey
on October 24, 1984,
when India'sfirst Metro
ran between Esplanade
and Bhowanipore (now
Netaji Bhavan),

covering a 3.4 km
stretch and touching
three stations in
between. From that
point, the Metro has
expanded its reach,
playing acrucial rolein
improving the way of
transportation. Today,

In India Chem Exhibition, Mumbai

Mumbai, (KCN):
Paradeep Phosphates
Limited (PPL) has

participated in this
exhibition, held in
Mumbai.

The India Chem, 2024
organised for the
Chemical and

Petrochemical industries.
isbeing held at the local
Mumbai  Exhibition

Centre.
Minister of State for
Fertilizers and

Chemicals, Government
of India Anupriya Patel,
inaugurated the PPL stall
at the India Chem on
17th of thismonth.

PPL Chief Financial
Officer, Bijay Kumar
Biswal, and Head of
CorporateAffairs, Sudhi
Ranjan Mishra were
present on the occasion.
This is the thirteenth
edition of the India
Chamber and this
international exhibition
and conference is being
held every two years.
Notably, the PPL is the
only organisation from
Odisha show-casing its
presence at this
international exhibition.

Formulation
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Chief Minigter of Odisha,
Mohan Charan Majhi
and the Minister of State
for Industries and Skill
Development, Sampad
Charan Swain were
present on the occasion.
IndiaChem 2024 isbeing

organized by the
Department of
Chemicals and
Petrochemicals, Ministry
of Chemicals and

Fertilizers, Government
of Indiain collaboration
with FIKI from 17th to
19th October this year.

Itisthelargest exhibition
intheAsiaPacificregion,
featuring both an
exhibition as well as an
international conference.
India Chem 2024
highlightsthe significant
potential of the sector
and the supportive
government policiesthat
promote long-term
growth. It helpsdomestic
and international
investors and other
partnersto form alliances
with each other and
thereby offers great

the network spans
nearly 60 kms
connecting not only the
heart of the city but
also ferrying the
commuters of the
adjoining districts-
Kolkata, Howrah,
North and South 24

PhosphatesLimited (PPL) participates

potential for trade and
investment. A roundtable
of global CEOs on
variousindustriessuch as
chemicals,
petrochemicals,
agrochemicals,

processing and
machinery etc. is being
organized on the
occasion of the

conference. As with
these, there are also
regional exchange
initiatives connecting
India with other
countries.

developed by SOA

resear chersset for commercial production

Bhubaneswar, (KCN)
An economic and
innovative formulation
developed by
researchers at the Siksha
‘O’ Anusandhan
Deemed to be University
(SOA) here, for which
theuniversity had signed
technology licensing
agreement with the
National Research
Development
Corporation (NRDC) last
year, is set for
commercial production.
The technology transfer
agreement on the
product, ‘ Re-Dispersible
Mucoadhesive Gargle
Composition’ wassigned
by NRDC and the
Gujarat-based Suyaash
Pharmaceuticals here on
Friday in the presence of
SOA Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Pradipta Kumar
Nanda.

Theformulation had been
developed by a team of
researchers headed by
Prof. Goutam Rath of
the School of
Pharmaceutical Sciences

(SPS), faculty of
pharmaceutical sciences
of SOA.

Thisisthefirst time that
aformulation devel oped
by researchersin Odisha
is set for commercial
production, Prof. Rath
said.

A two-day training and
demonstration program
was organised for the
benefit of the licensee,
S uy aash
Pharmaceuticals
represented by its
Director Mr. Raju
Sharadchandra Shah and
Chief Executive Officer
Kapil Shah. NRDC
representative Amitabh
Mishrawasalso present.
Explaining the
formulation, Prof. Rath
said gargle medicines
presently being
prescribed for throat
infections had limited
impact for about 15 to 30
minutes requiring
multiple use to aleviate
discomfort. Theresearch
team had developed a
redispersible

mucoadhesive extended

release gargle
formulation  which
offered long term effect
of about four hoursupon
a single use. The
formulation would not
only reduce the doses but
also improve the drug
efficacy, he said.

Raju Sharadchandra
Shah, who evinced keen
interest in the nanofiber-
based technology
developed by the SOA
research team, said
nanofibers had the
potential to deliver
significant benefits to
patients worldwide. He
said that this technology
could revolutionise
treatment by raising the
highest dose that might
be given in a single
administration while
lowering the possibility of
drug resistance.

Mishra also offered his
insight into opportunities
for optimizing the process
while effectively scaling
it for commercial
manufacturing.

SOA has already
transferred three
potential pharmaceutical
technologies developed
at SPS to the NRDC
which is known for
facilitating transfer of
innovative technologies
developed by individuals,
colleges, universitiesand
industriesfor large scale

production and
marketing.
Prof. Rath's team

included Prof. Goutam
Ghosh, Dr. Biswakanth
Kar, Dr. Vinit Kumar Rai,
Mr. Jitu Halder and Mr.
Deepak Pradhan.

The team led by Prof.
Rath coordinated thevisit
of representatives of the
pharmaceutical company
and NRDC. SOA
Founder President Prof.
(Dr.) Manojranjan
Nayak showed keen
interest in providing all
help and facility towards

developing new
formulations and
strengthening the
technology transfer
process to

pharmaceutical industries
through NRDC. Prof.
S.C. Si, Dean of SPS,
expressed his immense
pleasure over the
development and
congratul ated the
research team.

Parganas together and
has turned out to be
"Amar Metro'.
According to the Metro
Railway General
Manager, by the end of
2025, the Metro
network will further
expand to 90 kms and
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by 2027, itisset to reach
an impressive 130 kms,
continuing to enhance
the connectivity across
the city and its suburbs.
A week-long
celebration from
October 18 to October
24, 2024 comprises
heritagewa k, walkathon,
exhibition and cultural
performances. Running
of Old Non-AC Rakehas
been planned in order to
make it a memorable
occasion. Special films
have also been made
where daily commuters
to celebritieshave shared
their views about ‘ Our
Own Metro’. In the
exhibition, rare
photographs, Old Tickets,

Smart Cards and
Philately itemswill beon
display. A special cover
and stamp will also be
released during the
celebrations. Shri Reddy,
on thisoccasion extended
his deepest gratitude to
the dedicated workforce
and innumerous
commuters for their
unwavering support and
trust and pledged to
shape an even brighter
future.

On this occasion, the
General Manager also
released a
commemorative Smart
Card of Metro Railway.
Thiscard will beavailable
at the countersvery soon.
Shri Reddy also released

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN FOR

three short filmsto make
thisoccasion memorable.
Inonefilm celebritieslike
Rituparna Sengupta,
Goutam Ghosh, Harsh
Neotia, Jhulan Goswami
and others have shared
their thoughts about
Metro Railway and how
it has transformed
Kolkata's transport
system. In another film
historical nuances and
the gradual expansion of
Metro has been
highlighted. Daily
commuters and the first
Motorman Shri Tapan
Nath have shared their
thoughtsabout thisunique
Metro systemin thethird
film which has been
appreciated by all.
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Indiaisafestive country.
The fusion of different
traditions and regional
culture here creates
many new colorful

occasions when
countrymen can be seen
celebrating. Inthisfestive
country, the economic
benefit is that even an
ordinary person spends
beyond hisfinancia limits.
The gloom of recession
does not spread in the
markets during festival
days. Since this keeps
happening in such a big
country, today when the
wholeworldisinthegrip
of economic recession
and falling demand.It is
stuck, India's economic
growthrateisahead of all
the countries. But we
could not reach the
growth rate of eight
percent. Last year we had
reached close to this
growth rate, at the end of
this year it seems to go
below seven percent, but
still lack of demand isnot
aproblem for India. Yes,
there may be a problem
of increasing production
appropriately to meet this
demand. As economist
and former Reserve Bank
Governor Raghuram
Rajan also said, Rajan has
also said that the country
should pay attention
towards manufacturing
and agricultural

development. He says
that lastAsaresult of the
development of basic
industrieswhichwepaid
attention to in the last
few years, today we are
setting milestones of
progress. Today we are
the fifth economic
superpower of theworld,
we are dreaming of
becoming the third
economic superpower
and hope that when we
celebrate the centenary
of independencein 2047,
our country will have
developed and if it
becomes the most
powerful economic
power intheworld Even
if it does not happen, it
will be the vanguard of
the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, which will
emerge this time from
the East and the Third
World. your cultural
values ??5By force, he
will become the Guru of
thewholeworld and will
also show it the path.
Talking about thecoming
days, at this time the
news coming about
India'seconomy isgood.
Policy makers also want
to take some steps
which can benefit the
public. There should be
some discussion on this.
Even though it is being
claimed that

employment is being
created in the
environment of

development dedicated
to new duties, but where
isthisemployment being
created? A strange
employment situation is
arising. For those who
have education and
training inthetechnology
of this changing
world.There are queues

Vijay Garg

for jobs and the youth
coming out of Arts and
Science streams do not
find any future for
themselves in this
changing India. Thereis
no new campaign for
small and cottage
industries providing
employment to them.
Even if it comes, in the
name of private sector
and 'startups, dark doors
are being opened for the
rich indirectly and
directly. So, there should
be a serious effort to
understand India's
progress and provide
employment, so that the
country isbuilt according
toitsspecial identity. That
But wearing borrowed
robes heModernization
should not be done, which
isnot in histemperament.
Well, there is a lot of
fanfare in the country
that the coming festive
season will see only
progress and
development. The new
peaks of the stock market
index and Nifty are
witnesstothis, becausein
thisnot only thelndian. In
fact, the confidence of
international investorsis
also visible that as soon
as America reduced its
federal policy by fifty
basis points, the foreign
investment which was

going out started
returning to India
Meanwhile, local

investorsof Indiaalsodid
not let the stock market
disintegrate with their
domestic investments.,
Thistrend of growth was
maintained. With this
boom, India's new
emerging middle class
and its domestic
investments aso shifted

from the sector of tied
bank FDs towards
sharesand mutual funds,
which started providing
stability to new
investments. Here, in
view of theinternational
situation, the people of
Indiahopethat they will
also get the benefit of the
falling priceof crudeail,
because till now they
are struggling with the
problem of inflation. If
thereisadight reduction
inthepricesof petrol and
diesel after such along
time, then it will help
them.There will be
scope for controlling
inflation and these
festive days will get a
new colour. At thistime
the earnings of
petroleum companies
have increased. That's
why every expert says
that there is scope for
reducing the prices of
petrol and diesdl for the
common people. Our
import payment bill aso
reduced, because we
import e ghty-five percent
of the oil we need, so
maybe the benefit of this
can be passed on to the
publicintheformof some
reduction during the
festivedays. Meanwhile,
petroleum prices were
reduced only onceby two
rupees, but thiswas aso
compensated by the
state. These governments
achieved this by
increasngtheir respective
VAT. Punjab also
increased VAT rates
recently. In March its
price was 84-85 dollars
per barrel, then the price
was reduced by two
rupees, then why not
reduce it now and give
this gift to the people

during festive days. The
meeting of the Group of
Ministers for GST on
hedthandlifeinsuranceis
going to be held on
October 19. It is reported
that consideration may be
giventoreducing GST on
many items for festivals.
Rates on life insurance
should bereduced. Thisis
thedemand not only of the
opposition but dso of some
leaders of the ruling
party.Is. Thelong-pending
consideration of reducing
medical insurance rates
forindividuas, groupsand
senior citizens, people
suffering from mental
illness and various other
categories of people is
before the Committee.
Now if the public getsthis
gift of reduction in
insurancerates, then what
could be a bigger
celebration than this. To
control thepricesof petrol
and diesel, the idea of
??bringing them under the
ambit of GST has been
goingonfor alongtime. ,
Why go? Irrespective of
whether the Center brings
it under GST rates, the
state can raise its tax
rates.Will start ‘tax-
evading'. The days of
fedtivals have started. If
the public seesthese few
welfare steps being
taken, then perhaps it
could be a prelude to a
big economic celebration
for them. Anyway, it is
said that India is
committed to a
democratic society andis
more concerned about
the poor than the rich
countries.
Retired Principal
Educational
Columnist Street
Kaur Chand MHR
Malout Punjab

Dear Editor

skillsfor students.

aswell aslogistics.
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Our secondary and tertiary education systems across the country has been
stagnant, regressive and based on archaeic and colonial-minded ‘comit and
vomit' strategy. It does not help to prepare an individual for becoming a
successful and responsible citizen. Our education system is geared towards
producing mechanized robots; but, not towards developing an humanitarian
individual with necessary life and professional skills. Various interactive
programsin the form of comprehensive seminars, symposium, colloquiums,
workshopsthat could be run in secondary and higher secondary schools, degree
and diploma colleges and universities by different government and not for
profit, non-government organizations.
The audience should not only include the targeted students; but, also their
guardians and/or teachers and faculty members (in someinstances) for better
dissemination of education and for efficient awareness purposes, percolating
successfully among the participants such as:
a) Workshops on basic aspects of financial management, teaching basic
operation process and purposes of banks, post offices, local police stations,
district and civil courts, panchayats, corporationsand municipalities.

b) How towriteformal applications lettersand filling up formsfor the purposes
of registration, admission, filing claims or complaints, identification of local
plants and animals, biodiversity conservation, the importance and need for
conservation of natural pollinators and local medicinal plants, short surveys
and field visitsfor nature exploration.
¢) How to establish kitchen gardens, roof gardensor pollinator gardenswithin
school and college campuses, running short educational documentary films
and/or interactive lectures on sex education, general and genital hygiene,
knowledge about diabetes, obesity, thalassemia, thyroid problems, Sexually
Transmitted Diseases (STD), snake bite treatments.

d) Awareness about local superstitions, taboos, scientific awareness,
sensitization regarding good touch and bad touch, mol estation and harassment
at work place, first aid, preparedness regarding unexpected medical
emergencies, food and nutrition, balanced diet, healthy, sustainable and
responsiblelife style practices, dealing with smoking, al coholism, drug abuses.
e) Inappropriate uses of mobile phonesand social mediaplatforms, awareness
about lawsfor the protection of children, girlsand women, encouraging creative
writing, essay, poster or slogan competitions on pertinent social, cultural,
academic and environmental issues.
f) Promoting the monumental lives of legendary socia reformers, freedom
fighters, politicians, scientists, musicians, dancers, artists, writers, poet,
filmmakers doctors and engineers, academies, journalists, sports personnel
and their struggles and achievements for inspiration and encouragement of
the students, promoting better engagement, communication, listening and writing

Workshop topics need to be sel ected based on the specific needs and sentiments
of the rural and urban students and/or participants. Both private and
government i nstitutions sould be screened for locating suitable venuesto hold
the workshops both from the perspectives of good cooperation and support

Thanking you
Sincerely yours
Saikat Kumar Basu

378, Prince Anwar Shah Road

Kolkata 700045

Mobile: 91 8697491914
WhatsApp: +91 8697491914
Email: saikat.basu@alumni.uleth.ca

Gender Equality Crusaders Two Academia

Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi

Theadvocacy of politicd,
economic, and social
equality of the sexes’ is
a definition that, while
informative, does not
capture the full essence
of feminism. Feminismis

a movement that
transcends mereequality,
emphasizing
intersectionality to seek
liberation for individuals
of all genders and races.
It demands equal access
to healthcare, economic
and educational
opportunities, and social
power, whileaso striving
for the elimination of
harm, violence, and
discrimination based on
gender. GracaMachel, a
Mozambican advocate
for women's and
children's rights,
articulated this issue
eloquently, stating,
“Gender equality is the
goal that will help abolish
poverty and create more
equal economies, fairer
societies, and happier

men, women, and
children.”

Gender equality is not
about erasing the

differences between

genders; rather, itisabout
ensuring fundamental

human rights and
benefits for all. For
decades, gender

inequality has persisted
like aparasitic presence,
affecting individuals
across all strata of
society, from royalty to
the impoverished. The
time has come for the
globa community tounite
in the fight against
gender inequality, a
challenge that has
endured throughout
history. Emma Watson,
the English actress,
succinctly captured the
issue surrounding
women'srightswhen she
stated, “ It istimethat we
all see gender as a
spectrum instead of two
sets of opposing ideals.”
Historically, the issue of
gender has been viewed
through a narrow lens
and has often remained
a topic of mere
conversation. However,
in recent years, it has
gained significant support
within society. Two
notable advocates,
Professor Bijayalaxmi
Nanda, Principal of
Miranda House,
University of Delhi, and
Dr. Nupur Ray, Associate
Professor in the
Department of Political
Science at Kamala
Nehru College,
University of Delhihave
taken the initiative to

o

Nations, aptly
remarked, “It is
everyone'’s

. responsibility.”

" In alignment with the
¥ centenary celebrations
of Delhi University,

A " 4 | Professors Nanda and
T \ﬁ Ray have fervently
: advocated for gender

equality to be
recognized asanational
priority. They stress

Prof. W@m Principal Miranda Housg, Delhi L‘nll.rersd‘y Or. Jiu,pygﬁgg ﬂﬁ&ﬂ&lﬁi&tﬂf\ﬁﬁ@&t Kamla Kehru College. Delhi University

addressthe pressing issue
of gender inequality. This
duo has been raising
awareness among women
regarding their rights and
the challenges they face.
Professors Nanda and
Ray are leaving no stone
unturned intheir effortsto
promote gender equality.
The two Academia have
been actively organizing
seminars, community-
level mestings, travelingto
villages and urban slums
to enlighten women about
their rights and the
importance of gender
equality. Their focus
encompasses issues such

inadequate healthcare
facilities, safety, and
exploitation. Their
mission isechoed in the
wordsof GloriaSteinem,
aprominent advocate of
the women'’s liberation
movement, who stated,
“Culture does not make
people. People make
culture. If it is true that
the full humanity of
women is not our
culture, then we can and
must make it our
culture.”

Professors Nanda and
Ray havearticulated the
problem of gender
inequality within a

emphasizing, “Gender
equality, with afocus on
women’s safety,
workforce participation,
and health and nutritional
security, is a crucial
factor for achieving
sustainable economic
growth, social equity,
and democratic
governance. The
Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) seek to achieve
gender equality by
empowering both
women and girls.” Ban
Ki-moon, the South
Korean diplomat and
eighth Secretary-
General of the United

that issues such as
women’s nutritional
security, reproductive
health, protection from
violence, and maternal
health necessitate
heightened levels of
community engagement
to raise awareness.
Thereis an urgent need
to leverage the
grassroots reach of non-
governmental
organizations alongside
the government’s
resources, policy
framework, and
institutional capacity.
Together, they can
create a more effective

response to the
multifaceted health
needs of women,
particularly those from
marginalized
communities. Maya
Angelou, the American
civil rights activist,
resonated with this
sentiment lightly when
she remarked, “How
important it is for us to
recognize and celebrate
our heroes and she-

roes!”
The two advocates of
women's  equality,

Professors Nanda and
Ray, have conducted
sustained research that
has garnered significant
attention, particularly
regarding the Poshan
Abhiyaan (National
Nutrition Mission). This
flagship program of the
Government of India
aims to enhance critical
nutrition indicators for
children, adolescent
girls, pregnant women,
and lactating mothers
nationwide. However,
the initiative has also
revealed persistent
barriers that hinder
women's access to
adequate nutrition. As
Tan Wei, aCCTV News
anchor, poignantly
stated, “ Any society that
fails to harness the
energy and creativity of
its women is at a huge
disadvantage in the
modern world.”

Another transformative

Poshan (Poshan Vatika),
focuses on improving
women's health and
nutritional security
through kitchen
gardening. Thisprogram
enables women to
access nutrient-rich
foods while
simultaneously
contributing to
environmental

sustainability.
Additionally, the
SUKARYA project

addresses healthcare
and nutrition services,
encompassing
reproductive health,
maternal care, and
education. It includes
programs designed to
provideadolescent girlswith
fundamental knowledge
and awareness regarding
reproductive and sexual
hedth, aswdll astoenhance
their knowledge and skills
relaedtofamily life.
FrancesWright, the Scottish
sodd reformer, capturedthe
essence of gender equdity
with her insightful
observation: “Equality is
the soul of liberty; there
is, in fact, no liberty
without it.”

TV & Radio

Cricket
Commentator
C/OManish
Chaturvedi

50 Dubois Street,
Samford,

CT -06905

as differential wages, broader context, and coordinated initiative Harit _Se 1JSA
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Disappearing of Pottery Diwali Diyas

Diwali isavibrant and
joyouscelebration. The
festiva of lightsreliably
inspires a sense of
nostalgia. In the days
preceding Diwali, the
dedicated potter
community inthevillages
of Punjab would
produce exquisite
earthen lamps and a
variety of crafts. It is
concerning to observe
the decline of these
traditional arts in
numerousregions. With
themarket increasingly
saturated with imitation
lampsanddectricchans
producedin China, aong
withvariousother lighting
options, the allure of
earthen lamps seemsto
bewaning. Individuals
committed to supporting
their familiesthroughthe
art of clay arecurrently
facing a notable
economic downturn.

Thetradition of crafting
pottery during Diwali is
diminishing, as it is
increasingly
overshadowed by the
prevalenceof electronic
and mechanized
products. Illuminating
clay lampsduring Diwdi
has been a valued

traditioninour culture.
Although certain
individuals persist in
maintaningthispractice,
they need our assistance
tosudtainit.

Clay lamps, often
known as 'Diya, have
beenasignificant part of
Diwali celebrationsfor
many years. They
providelight and carry
significant cultural and
spiritual value. Lamps,
generaly powered by ol
and cotton wicks,
represent the conquest
of light over darkness
and the success of good
overevil. LightingaDiya
creates a distinctive
ambiance; theflickering
flames foster a warm
atmosphere enriched
with treasured
memories. My
grandmother frequently
noted that the
illuminationfromalamp
infuses warmth and
positiveenergy into the
home.

Recently, electriclights
have experienced a
notable increase in
popularity. These
options provide
increased convenience,
superior safety, and
enhanced  energy
efficiency incomparison
to traditional lamps.
Furthermore, they are
moreprominent interms
of decoration. Adorning
ba conies, windows, and
doorswitheectriclights

can produce a
remarkable visual
impact.

A considerable number

of individuals are
choosing LED lightsto
improve the exterior of
their homes, likely

oy 12

becauseof their durability
and ability to withstand
various weather
conditions. The use of
clay lampsintheritud of
pujaprayer continuesto
provideavita e ement of
tradition and authenticity
tothepractice.

Ultimately, regardlessof
whether one chooses
claylampsor LED lights,
the essence of Diwali is
foundinthece ebration of
light, joy, and unity. Your
Diwali cel ebration ought
to embody the elements
that genuinely evokejoy
andwarmthinyour spirit

Surjit Singh Flora

and environment.

It is a fact that in
today's world, the
pottersresponsiblefor
crafting thesignificant

“ LN el B
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lamps and idols for
Diwali are lacking
proper lighting intheir
homes and are
distancing themselves
fromtheir traditiond art
andtrade. Theartisans
convey that they invest
sgnificant effortinthe
creation of pottery and
lamps; however, they
perceive a lack of
recognition for their
hard work, which
discourages the next
generation  from
engaging inthiscraft.
For the potters, Diwali
represented morethan

merely acelebration; it
functioned as an
essential source of
income. Recently, there
has been a significant

trend asindividua sstart
to transition from
Chineselampsand re-
embrace the appeal of
traditional lamps. In
contrast, these artisans
contend that the
Punjab government
should, akin to the
Himachal government,
provide them with
complimentary toolsto
aidinthereviva of this
diminishing heritage.

Diwali represents a
collection of radiant
lights. Deepavali is
derived from the
combination of the

words 'Deep’ and
‘Avai'. Degpavdi refers
to aseriesof lamps, as
‘Avali' denotes a row.
The presence of the

.k;[ e

potter's wheel and
utensisisessential fora
complete celebration,
whether it be Karva
Chauth, Ashtami,
Deepavadli, or any other
festival. Inthevillages,
lamps played an
important role during
Diwali, withclay lamps
being the customary
selectionfor residences.
Nonethel ess, theimpact
of modernity appearsto
haveaffected thisvaued
heritage. Historically,
planting wasaprevalent
practice; however, with
theevolutionof lifestyle

and the impact of
modernity, the
advancements of today
have eclipsed the
artisans who once
expertly shaped the
earth.

Thebrillianceof Chinese
chainsinthebazaarsis
beginning to eclipsethe
glow of the clay lamp.
For centuries, Diwali has
been celebrated withthe
lighting of clay lampsin
our homes, however, the
emergence of Chinese
lampsinthemarket has
significantly reduced the
significance of our
traditional clay lamps.
The potters are
encountering
considerablechallenges.
Theimpact of modernity
has extended to the
residences of potters,
who have historically
brightened their
environments with
lamps during Diwali.
Thelamp manufacturers
are currently facing
challenges, resulting in
an inability to provide
light for their own
residences. It is rather
ironicthat during Diwali,
individuasparticipatein
theworship of Lakshmi
and Ganeshausingidols
and lamps, all with the
intention of inviting
Lakshmi into their
However, these idols
and lamps have been
removed from the
artisans who created
them. Candles and
colored light bulbshave
replaced traditional
lamps.

The potters who craft
lamps demonstrate a
significant level of
dedication and effortin
their work. The clay
must first betransported
from distant locations,
then sifted, followed by
kneading and shaping
into the final product.
After considerable
effort, the dried
materials are
successfully placed in
thefire, and the lamps
are now prepared for
use. Despite the
considerable effort
invested, the genuine
worth  of  their
contributions remains
overlooked, resultingin
a sense of
underval uation among
theinexperienced. The
lamp-making craftsman
indicated that his
childrenarenctinclined
to follow this career
path because of its
demanding nature.
Consequently, they are
not obtaining adequate
compensation.
Inour rapidly evolving
world, there appearsto
beadisconnectionfrom
our rich cultural
heritage. Itiscrucial to
implement measuresfor
the preservation of
traditiona arts, and the
publicisencouragedto
actively support these
initiativesby acquiring
their creations.
veteranjournalist
and freelancewriter
based in Brampton
Canada
647-829-9397

TheSren'sSong: A Sory of Worldly Temptationsand Eternal Consequences

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon

il
Long ago, on the
shores of a distant
sea, there lived a
young sailor who
dreamed of
adventure. He had
heard the |legends of
the open ocean—of
vast treasures,
untold wonders, and
the mysteries that
lay beyond the
horizon. The
sailor’sheart burned
with the desire to
explore, and he
believed the ocean
would grant him
everything he
sought.
Oneevening, asthe
sun dipped below
the horizon, the
sailor prepared to
set sail. An old
mariner, weathered
by the years and
countless voyages,
approached him
with a warning.

"Beware the call of
the sirens,” the old
mariner cautioned.
"Their voices are
sweet and tempting,
but they lead only to
destruction. Many
sailors before you
have heard their
song, lost
themselvestoit, and
crashed upon the
jagged rocks of
their island.”

The young sailor
laughed. "OIld man,
those are just tales
meant to frighten
the weak. | am
strong and wise
enough to resist any
temptation. | will
return with riches
beyond measure
while you stay here

in fear of old
legends.”
lgnoring the

warning, the sailor
set off, the thrill of
the open seafilling
his sails. For days,
the voyage was
smooth, the sea
calm, and the winds
favorable. But asthe
sailor ventured
farther into the

unknown, he began
to hear it—soft,
melodious voices
drifting across the
water. The sound was
enchanting,
promising
fulfillment of every
desire, every
ambition. The closer
he sailed, the more
irresistible  the
voices became.
Entranced by the
song, the sailor
altered his course,
forgetting the old
mariner’swarning. In
his  mind, he
imagined the sirens
werecalinghimtoa
paradise of endless
pleasure and riches.
His eyes were fixed
onthedistant island,
where the voices
grew stronger,
sweeter.

But as he neared the
island, the truth
revealed itself. What
he had thought were
smooth shores of
gold and silver were
jagged rocks hidden
just beneath the
surface. The closer
he came, the more

perilous the waters
became. Yet, the
sirens’ song was so
intoxicating, so
alluring, that the
sailor pressed on,
convinced that just
a little farther

ahead, he would
find what he
sought.

Then, with aviolent
crash, his ship
struck the rocks.
The hull shattered,
and the sailor was
thrown into the
cold, unforgiving
sea. Thevoicesthat
had once promised
him everything now
laughed cruelly as
the waves pulled
him under. The
sailor realized too
late that he had
been deceived by an
illusion—a deadly
trick that had led
him to ruin.

This ancient tale of
the sirens is more
than just a story of
one man'sjourney;
it isametaphor for
the temptations that
lure us all in life.

The sirens' song
represents  the
worldly distractions
that promise us
happiness, success,
and fulfillment, but
which, in reality,
lead us away from
what truly matters.

In modern times,
the "sirens" take
many forms—
material wealth,
unchecked
ambition, instant
gratification, or the
relentless pursuit of
status and power.
These desires sing
to us, promising

that if we just
follow their call, we
will find

satisfaction and
peace. Yet, like the
sailor in the story,
many find
themselves
shipwrecked, their
lives broken upon
the rocks of
disillusionment.

The old mariner,
much like the wise
elders, prophets, or
spiritual teachers
throughout history,

servesasaguidein
this tale. He has
seen the dangers
that lie ahead and
offers advice based
on experience. But
how often do we,
like the young
sailor, dismiss such
wisdom as outdated
or irrelevant? We
believe that we are
strong enough to
resist, clever
enough to navigate
the waters, and
smart enough to
distinguish reality
from illusion.

But the truth is, the
world is full of
"sirens"—those
tempting voicesthat
distract usfrom our
true purpose. They
promise
satisfaction but
never deliver it.
Instead, they lead us
away from our
moral compass,
deeper into
dangerous waters,
until we, too, crash
against therocks.
The lesson in this
story is clear: we

must be vigilant
about the voiceswe
listentoinlife. Not
every opportunity,
desire, or pleasure
is as harmless as it
seems. Some, like
the sirens' song, are
trapsthat can lead to
our downfall if we
are not careful.
Wisdom comes
from recognizing
these illusions and
staying the course,
even when the path
seems difficult or
lessalluring.

Just as the sailor
was|ured away from
hisintended course,
so too can we lose
our way if wefollow
the call of
temptations without
considering the
consequences. The
world may sing
sweetly to us,
offering promises
of fulfillment, but
true  happiness
comes not from
chasing after
fleeting pleasures,
but from staying
true to our values,
our purpose, and the

deeper meaning of
life.
Intheend, thesailor’'s
fateisareminder that
not all that glittersis
gold, and not every
sweet song leads to
paradise. Thechoices
we make determine
whether we will
navigate  safely
through life's waters
or be pulled into the
depths by illusions
we failed to see for
what they truly were.
Let us, then, listen
carefully, and choose
our pathwithwisdom
and discernment,
knowing that the
sweetest songs are
often the most
dangeroustraps.
Cofommist;
M otivational
Speaker, and
Associate Editor of
Weekly 'Education
Quill’
Presently Working
asSr. EDPHead at
SKIE Classes
Khanyar/Soura
branch.
Instagram I D:
Ubi9305Email:
akhoonaubad@gmalaom
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PALLAVI CHATTERJEE'SILLUSTRIOUSLAKSHMI PUJ
ITS25TH YEAR, WITH BOBBY CHAKRABORTY S21ST

Kolkata, (KCN)
Celebrated, senior
actress Pallavi
Chatterjee has been
celebrating her ancestral
Lakshmi Puja for 25
years now, which has
now become the talk of
the town too.

Let us have a first hand
account of this very
famous Puja
2024,through the eyes of
actor/activist/ teacher of
method acting Bobby
Chakraborty, who has
been a regular, in the
illustrious guest list for 2
decades now.

Here's what Bobby had
to say :-

"I know Pallavi Di or my
dearest Maku Di for
exactly 22 years, since |

Autoreli Nissan bringsnew |CAR-C]

auditioned for the the
Hindi daily soap 'Saheb
Biwi aur Ghulam' which
she and Bumba Da
(Prosenjit Chatterjee)
we're co-producing under
the banner of 'Golden
Moments' for 'Sahara
Manoranjan' Channel.

Later on | have worked
with them as my co-
actorstoo, but beyond the
professional arena, |
have developed a deep
bond by heart, with Maku
Di. | feel that among all
in the industry who are
the real well wishers of
mine, shewould definitely
topthelist. | haveaways
been touched by her
warmth and affection as
a producer, as my co-
actor and as my elder

sister too.
Maku Di'sLakshmi Puja missed for the last 21

Magniteto Kolkata

Kolkata(ABHIJIT
SETH): Nissan Motor
India has officially
launched the New
Nissan Magnite, bringing
bold aesthetics,
enhanced safety
features, and advanced
technology to the highly
competitive compact
SUV segment. Priced at
anintroductory INR 5.99
lakhs, the Magnite
continues Nissan's
‘Make-in-India, Make
for the World’ vision,
having already crossed
150,000 cumulative sales
since its debut in
December 2020. This
refreshed model
underscores Nissan’s
commitment to delivering
innovation and customer-
centric design, making a
significant impact bothin
India and international
markets, with exports
now spanning over 65
countries, including L eft-
Hand Drivemarkets. The

New Nissan Magnite
stands out with its
tougher, more robust
exterior, designed to
enhance road presence.
It features sleek LED
headlamps, stylish alloy
wheels, and an all-new
dud-tonedesign, giving it
a modern yet bold
appeal. The interior has
been upgraded with
premium |eatherette
finishes, spacioussedting,
and a suite of advanced
features like a 360-
degree camera, 8-inch
touchscreen infotainment
system, and wireless
connectivity options.

In Kolkata, the Magnite
is available through
Autorelli Nissan, one of
the city’s leading Nissan
dealerships, with five
showrooms and three
workshops strategically
located for customer
convenience. Autorelli
Nissan has earned
accolades, including the

President’s Award and a
Global Award from
Nissan, demongtrating its
excellence in service.
Mr. Ashnut Chopra,
Managing Director of
Autorelli Nissan,
expressed optimism
about the new model's
reception: “We already
have 3,000+ happy
customers in Kolkata,
and we expect that
number to grow
significantly with thenew
Magnite. The car sold in
Indiais the same world-
classvehicle exported to
over 65 countries,
offering Indian customers
atruly global product.”
With its modern design,
luxurious interiors,
advanced safety suite,
and powerful turbo
engines, the New Nissan
Magniteispoisedtobea
strong contender in the
B-SUV segment, making
waves in Kolkata and
beyond.

is an event | haven't

Kolkata,(KCN):Dolphins
are among the top
ecological indicator
Species across various
aquatic habitats. As a
result, dolphin
conservation would
support the continued
existence of the species
as well as the humans
who depend on the
aquatic environment for
their regular needs. The
honourable Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
launched "Project
Dolphin" on August 15,
2020, intending to
incorporate both river and
marine dolphins into its
conservation efforts.
Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav ji
proclaimed October 5thto
be "National Dolphin
Day" inrecognition of the
significance of dolphins
and to increase public
awareness of dolphin
conservation onan annual
basis.

To make the day a

years, except for one
year when | was in

USA.
Maku Di hasbeensingle

handedly organising this
Puja, exactly the same
way, her mother, Late
Ratha Chatterjee would
execute it. Her mother
waseverything for her as
she says. That's the
reason you would seethe

photo of respected Ratha
Aunty, beside the
singhasan of Ma
Lakshmi.

Thiswasthefirst Durga
Pujain my life without
Baba, who passed away
on May 31st this year.
There was no Lakshmi
Pujacel ebrationstoo, for
the first time in our
house, since my birth.
Hence Maku Di's Puja
became my own Puja, all
the more this year.

It'saregular eventin my

AENTERS

calendar, where a small
reunion of sort happens
between  all my
colleagues from the
entertainment industry
too, which always leads
to a heart-to-heart adda
and a whole lot of fun
like this year with
Shankar Da, Monami,
Biswanath(Poltu) ,
Sudeshna Di, Arijit Da,
Imran Bhai, Kaushik Da,
L abani (Labu)Di,
Manali, Sayantani,
Biswajit Da and many
more.

| pray to Ma Lakshmi
that She blessesMaku Di
with the best of health,
wealth and prosperity
forever. She is
special...she is someone
very near to my heart "

FRI celebrated National Dolphin Day

significantly remarkable
one, the ICAR-Centrdl
Inland

Research

Fisheries
I nstitute

commemorated
‘National Dolphin Day’
on October 5, 2024, at
Daspara Ghat, and
SheoraphuliGhat, onthe
bank of the river
Hooghly under the
NamamiGange
Program. This special
day highlights the
importance of
conservation efforts
aimed at protecting these
beautiful species and

Durga Parade on river Thames in London to
promote Tourism in West Bengal

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY ):Heritage Bengal
Global , a London ,UK
based cultura heritage
promotion organisation
is organising Durga
Parade on river
Thames on 26th of
October 2024 to
spread  awareness
about Durga Puja
festival of West Bengal
as one of theworld's
largest public art
festival .

Durga Puja is most
important festival of
Bengali Hindu
community around the
world. Members of
Indian diaspora started
Durga Puja in London
in 1963 with the
support of legendary
Indian journalist late
Shri Tushar Kanti
Ghosh.

British Deputy High
Commissioner in
Kolkata Dr . Andrew
Fleming shared his
experienceof attending
Durga Puja in
Hyderabad,
participation in Durga
Parade on Thames last
year in London and his
visit to over 40 Durga
Puja pandalsin Kolkata
this year. Dr. Flaming
indicated need for
more planned
promotional activities
to attract foreign tourist

during Durga Puja in
West Bengal.

"DurgaPujain Kolkata
is not just a religious
festival; itisthe biggest
Outdoor Art Festival in
the world and is also
cultural melting pot.
The potential to attract
foreign touristsis huge,
hence our effort is to
create awareness
around the Lalbaba
Rice Thames Durga
Parade," said Anirban
Mukhopadhyay,
President of Heritage
Bengal Global. "With
the Parade 2024, we
aim to promote this
magnificent festival as
a must-visit global
tourism destination. We
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want the world to
witness and experience

the rich cultural
tapestry of Bengal
through this

international event.

Several Bengal-based
businesses have
stepped forward as
supporters of the
parade, underscoring
their commitment to
Bengal's cultural and
economic identity
globally. Mr Partha
Sarathi Nandy
Promoters and
Directors of Lalbaba
Rice, who is
sponsoring the Durga
Parade on Thames
mentioned about need
to spread awareness
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about Bengali Hindu
culture and Indian
tradition amongst
younger generations
who are based abroad
as well as sensitise
younger generations
about their roots and
rich cultural heritage
of Bengal.

Shri Meghdut Roy
chowdhury of Techno
India Group and
Techno India
University gave eco-
friendly paper idol
which is airlifted to
London to be
showcased during
Durga Parade on
Thames. One of the
major highlight of this
years Durga Parade on

- Chandan

Thames is
participation of three
Rowing clubs namely
Calcutta Rowing Club
, London Rowing Club
and Molesey Boat
Club . About 12 -15
rowers will be rowing
beside main boat of
Durga Parade on
Thames. Shri
Roy
Chowdhury, Secretary
of Calcutta Rowing
Club coordinated the

participation of
rowing clubs &
rowers . Rowers of

London Rowing Club
will be rowing on two
of their bigger boats
of 4 persons rowing
next to the main boat.
Shri Kaushik Roy &
Dr. Debanjali Roy of
Roadyssey travelling
from Kolkata to London
by road crossing 23
countries to join the
Durga Parade on
Thames program.

Durga Parade on
Thames initiative will
facilitate strengthening of
Bengali - British shared
cultural heritage over
severa centuries as well
as will create new
understanding &
bonhomie  between
people of Bharat and
United Kingdom in time
ahead.

their ecosystems, which
are in jeopardy because
of pollution, dam
construction, and climate

change. Onthisoccasion,

morethan 100 personnel,
including active
fishermen, social

activists, and students
residing on the banks of
theriver, participated and
were aware of the day.

Dr. Basanta Kumar Das,
Principal Investigator of
the NMCG project and
Director of ICAR-CIFRI,
reminded us in the
delivery message that

more than thirty distinct
species of marine
mammals, including river
dolphins, canbefoundin
Indian waters.
Only the Ganga-
Brahmaputra
systems  are
& home to the

Gangetlc River
e d 0l phin

(Hetanisizpengetica).
Furthermore, he
underscored the
importance of the
Gangetic dolphin
as an indicator
species for the
Ganga ecosystem. This
is because the dolphin's

vulnerability to
fluctuations in water
quality and flow

generatesinformation on
the general well-being of
the ecosystem and its
constituent species.

Given the numerous
challenges dolphinsface
in India, it isimperative
that information about
them be spread. Thanks

to the awareness-raising
and sensitization program
the community is now
aware of various river
protection measures.
That's the stated goal of
the recently established
"National Dolphin Day".
The program was
supported by al scientists
and research scholars
associated with NMCG
Component |11, with
overall supervision from
Dr. Basanta Kumar Das,
Director, ICAR-CIFRI.

Inaddition, ICAR-CIFRI
organized awareness
programsin Barrackpore,
Falta, Balagarh, Farakka
(West Bengal);Bhagal pur
(Bihar);and Praygraj
(Uttar Pradesh), which
engaged over 250
fishermen. Let's stand
today, “ Nationa Dolphin
Day”, to recognize the
beauties  of our
freshwater ecosystems
and the urgent need to
preserve them for future
generations.

MK SalinAsksCentreToRecall Tamil
Nadu Governor In Row Over Anthem

Chennai(KCN):

Tensions between the
Tamil Nadu government
and governor rose
significantly on Friday
after Chief Minister MK
Stalinsaid alinewith the
word 'Dravida’ was
skipped when the Tamil
anthem was sung at an
event attended by
Governor RN Ravi.
Asking the Centre to
recall the governor, Mr
Stalin accused him of
insulting national unity
and Mr Ravi hit back,
claiming that the chief
minister had made a
racist remark against
him.The skipping of the
lineadded fuel toaraging
fire over the Centre
celebrating the
culmination of the Hindi
month along with the
golden jubilee
celebrations of Chennai
Doordarshan - the event
attended by Mr Ravi.
Chief Minister Stalin had
objected to thisand said
celebrating Hindi in a
non-Hindi-spesaking state
IS seen as an attempt to
belittle other languages.

The Tamil anthem, the
Tamil Thaa Vazhthu, is
sung at the beginning of
every government
programme and theword
'‘Dravida’ largely refers
to the racial identity of
the peopleinthe southern

sates The group ffom
Doordarshan, while
singing the anthem, left
out thelinewhich hasthe
wordinit.

Doordarshan Tamil has
apologised for the line
being skipped and
blamed the mistake on
the singers being
distracted.

Hitting out at the
governor, Mr Stalin, who
is also the president of
the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), said
Mr Ravi is"unfit" for his
post and asked whether
he would call for
'Dravida being skippedin
the national anthem.
Pointing out that skipping
the word in the Tamil
anthem violates the
state's law, Mr Stalin
accused the governor of
insulting national unity
and the people of many
races in the guise of
celebrating Hindi.

"Will the governor who
suffersfromaDravidian
allergy ask themtoleave

out 'Dravida
national anthem? The
Union  Government
shouldimmediately recall
the Governor who is
deliberately insulting
Tamil Nadu and the
sentiments of the people
of Tamil Nadu," Mr Stalin
wrote in Tamil in a post
onX.

In a strong rejoinder to
the chief minister, Mr
Ravi said "making a
racist remark” against the
governor is"unfortunately
cheap".

"Hon'ble Chief Minister
Thiru. @mkstalin has
issued aregrettable tweet
this evening in which he
made a racist remark
against me and levelled
false allegation of
showing disrespect to
Tamizh Thaai Vaazhthu.
He knows it well that |
recite full Tamizh Thaai
Vaazhthu at every
function and do so with
reverence, pride and
precision," the governor
saidinapost on X.
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Man held for murder of wn‘e mom-in-law

Basudevpur (KCN):

Twenty days after two
women went missing
after leaving their homes
to apply for Subhadra
Yojanaat Panchagheria
village under thisblock
in Bhadrak district,
police Thursday arrested
the husband of oneof the
women during the
investigation. The
breskthrough cameafter
the recovery of two
human skulls from a
sack near awater body
inthevillageindicativeof
a double murder. The
victimswereidentified
as Jamuna Samal, 55,
and hismarried daughter
KaushdyaGayan, 35,in
thevillage. Theaccused
was identified as
Kaushalya's husband
Gurupad Gayan, 40.

Police after arresting

Gurupad took himtothe
crimespot and recreated
the crime scene.
Theaccused confessed
tohavingkilled hiswife
and mother-in-law and
later chopped up the
bodiesfor disposal. He
buried some of the body
parts and threw away
therestinastream. The
investigation suggested
that the murder took
place over a bitter
quarrel between the
couple over the
misappropriation of
money. Policesaid both
Jamunaand hisdaughter
Kaushalyalived nearby
inthesamevillage. The
mother-daughter duoleft
home 20 days back to
apply for the Subhadra
Yojana but failed to
returntotheir ra)ecti ve
homes by night.

Jamuna sather daughter,
Kakeli Gayan, searched
for them unsuccessfully
and later lodged a
missing complaint at
Nayakanidihi police
dation. Policeregistered
acase and launched an

Investigation. However,
villagers Wednesday
spotted a dog feasting
on human skullsfroma
sack lying near awater
body inthevillage. They
suspected that the
skeletd remainsmight be

aggmgs_lur on JNV Hadgarh

Hatadihi(KCN):
Ragging of students
continues to plague
educationd ingtitutionsin
the state as a Class I1X
student has allegedly
been beaten up onadaily
basis for years by his
seniors at PM Shri
Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya at Hadagarh
under this block in
Keonjhar district, sources
said Thursday. According
to the complaint lodged
by the student’sfather at
the Soso police station,
the survivor, a male
student of ClassIX inthe
school, wasbeaten by his
seniors daily. Police
registered a case (171/
2024) and launched an
investigation.

According to the
complaint, Mandardhar
Tout of Balia village

under Soso police Ilmlts

had alleged that some
senior students of the
institute have been
beating his son since he
joined theschool in Class
V1. Rout complained with
the school authorities but
thelatter never addressed
his pleas. Recently, the
boy was beaten up by
some senior students
March 29, and sustained
swelling on his face and
cheek. The school
authoritiesallegedly tried
to suppress the incident
again without taking any
action against the accused
students. The matter
came to the fore when
Mandardhar and his
daughter Manojawent to
the school after learning
about the visit of the
additional commissioner
from Bhopal to the school,

September 4. He saw
some students assaulting
his son inside the
classroom when he
entered the school
premises to meet the
additional commissioner.
Heimmediately lodged a
written complaint at the
Soso police station.
Police registered a case
Wednesday against
three students. Soso |11C
Bijay Kumar Bihari
visited the school and
conducted an inquiry,
Thursday.

When contacted,
principal P Manikanthan
rejected the charges
while additional
commissioner P
Munirameya from
Bhopal officeassured to
conduct a probe and
take suitable action in
this regard. The boy’s

sister Manoja said that
the school principal
misbehaved with her
and asked her to leave
the school premises
when she visited the
school with the police
for an inquiry,
Thursday. On the other
hand, the parents’
association, principal P
Manikanthan,
additional
commissioner P
Munirameya, vice-
principal Pramod Barik
of the JNV and
principal Ramra Singh
of JNV, Cuttack
conducted a meeting
and proposed to the
boy’sfather to shift his
son to a separate
Navodaya Vidyalaya.
However, the boy’s
father has refused to
the proposal.

RSP modernisation on thecards
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Rourkela(KCN):
Director in Charge (DIC)
of Rourkela Steel Plant
(RSP) Atanu Bhowmick,
had an interaction with
the local media here at
the Indo German Club
where he discussed
modernisation plans and
other issuesrelated to the

steel behemoth.
Bhowmik informed that
SAIL chairman

Amarendu Prakash had

Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi and the two had
discussed ways and
meansto make RSP more
competitive in the steel

recently met

industry. “The chief
minister has agreed to our
modernisation proposals
for RSP,” stated
Bhowmik. The DIC was
asked about resettlement
plansfor familiesthat will
bedisplaced duetoRSP's

modernisation.

“All familiesresidingin
Barkani will be suitably
resettled and for that the
state government will
extend us support,”
Bhowmik informed. He
added that RSP is
committed to protecting
the environment and
reducing the carbon
footprint in the coming
days. “The new
technologiesthat will be

implemented inRSPwill
significantly reducethe
carbon footprint,”
Bhowmik said.
Bhowmik was quick to
point out that RSP is
fully committedtotackle
the dengue menace that
has hit the town. He
also added that the
number of dengue
cases have reduced
considerably inthe past
few days. He pointed
out that the Ispat
Genera Hospital (IGH)
is fully geared up to
tackle the disease.
Talking about the
development of the
captive  township
Bhowmik said, “ Thisis
in the planning stage
and you will seeresults
very soon. Wewill also
repair theroadsthat are
inbad condition.

of the mother-daughter
duo and informed the
Nayakanidihi police.

Police intensified the
investigation and
detained Gurupada
aong with one of his
brothersfor questioning.

The |nterrogat|on
revealed apremeditated
murder of the two
women as Gurupada
admittedto havingkilled
them. He admitted that
after killing hiswifeand
mother-in-law, he

chopped their bodies
and dumped thepartsin
alargefishtank inthe
villageand aso buried
some of the body parts
near another water
body. Policeaongwith
a scientific team and
Gurupadarecreated the
crime scene, Thursday.
The accused
demonstrated how he
Killed his wife and
mother-in-law and later
chopped their bodies
into various parts. He
also demonstrated how
he buried some of the
body parts near the
water body and dumped
therest partsinthefish
tank. The probe
indicated that Gurupada
was not on good terms
with his wife and
mother-in-law for the

past few months and
alwaysquarrelled with
them at the slightest
pretexts. His wife had
deserted him and was
living outside the state.
The incident occurred
when she had come
home to apply for
SubhadraYojana.

The dispute between
Gurupada, hiswifeand
hismother-in-law over
domesticissuesandthe
misappropriation of
money took anexplosive
turn, September 27.
Kasuhalya and his
mother Jamuna were
returning home after
applying for Subhadra
Yojanawhen Gurupada
waylaid and attacked
them with sharp-edged
weapons, SDPO Saurav
Ottasaid
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Find the Difference
- Small Classes

- Experienced, trained & loving teachers.
- Individual attention to each child.

- Regular meditation and yoga.

- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
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Maharishi Public School, Baripada

SID-NURSERY TO VIII

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact :

Call-9438102188, 06792-255227
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E-mail- mps.bpd@gmail.com

Find us on

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Kolkata (AMBAR
MUKHERJEE):
Cellecor GadgetsLimited
arapidly growing leader
in India's dynamic
electronicsand consumer
durables goods market,
announces the
establishment of its
wholly owned subsidiary
in Hong Kong, named
Cellecor Gadgets HK
Limited.
Thisgtrategicinitiative, in
line with the company’s
announced blue print for
growth, underscores
company’s commitment
to enhancing its supply
chain capabilities and
seizing whatever the
opportunitiesavailable.
Located strategically in
Hong Kong, known as a
gateway to Asia's
electronics industry, the
new subsidiary will serve
as a pivotal hub for
Cellecor Gadgets'
procurement of critical

components and
operational activities,
and with Hong Kong's

robust logistical
infrastructure  and
business-  friendly

environment, the
Company aim to further
optimize its supply chain
efficiencies and
strengthenitscompetitive
edge in delivering
innovative, high-quality
cost-completive products
to its customers.

"We are excited to
establish our wholly
ownedsubsdiaryinHong
Kong, a move that
enhances our ability to
meet the evolving
demands of the
electronicsand consumer
durables goods market,"
said Mr. Ravi Agarwal,
Managing Director of
Cellecor Gadgets. "This
expansion positions us
closertokey suppliersand
partners, reinforcing our

commitment to operationa
excellence and customer
satisfaction.”

Hong Kong's strategic
location and established
supplier network will enable
Cellecor Gadgets to
streamline operations,
reduce lead times, and
respond swiftly to market
trends. The subsidiary will
foster closer collaboration
with regiona digtributors,
enhancing growth
opportunitiesandfacilitating
seamlessmarket penetration
across key consumption
centres.

As Cellecor Gadgets
continues to innovate and
expanditsproduct offerings,
the establishment of the
Hong Kong subsidiary
regffirms our dedication to
driving technological
advancement and
sustainability in the
electronic  consumer
durablesindustry.

Earlier, the company

B L fegdenas'ThanksA Dot - Breast Cancar Awarnessprogyamyrameting
s+Oree exeminelonanongyiomen n But

Bhubaneshwar, (KCN):
Initssteadfast commitment
to women's health and
empowerment of
underserved communities,
SBI Life Insurance, under
its' ThanksA Dat' initiative,
organized a breast cancer
awareness program to
educate and create
awareness around the
importance of self-breast
examination amongst
female sanitation workers
of Bhubaneshwar
Municipal Corporation
(BMQ). Through
collaboraiveeffortswiththe
RotaractClub of
Bhubaneshwar, the
initiativeaimed tobring about
a behavioral change by
empoweringthese women
withaninnovetive essy-to-
use tool for self-breast
examination.
Approximately 90+
sanitationworkersattended
the awareness program,
whowereeguippedwiththe
skills and confidence to
perform self- breast
examinationregularly.

Often, these sanitation
workers face significant
barriersinaccessngcrucia
healthcare resources,
compounded by socio-
economic challenges that
hinder their glity toprioritize
their well-being.
Recognizing the need for
cregting awareness around
breast cancer & sdif-breast

examination, SBI Life
Insurance continues to
take agtep forward in this
directiontoeducatefemde
sanitationworkersonway's
tofight thisdeadly disease.
Mr. Rajesh Bhugra,
Regional Director-
Bhubaneswar, SBI
Lifelnsurance dong with
Dr. Sanjay Kumar Mighra:
Director- Radiology
Oncology at Utkal
Hospitals, Ms. Nandita
Shah, Vice President, SBI
Life Insurance were
accompanied by the
membersof Rotary clubat
this awareness program.
They addressed these
sanitation workers and
distributed the innovative
‘ThanksA Dat’ hot weter

bag.

The innovative Thanks A
Dot tool re-engineers the
‘hotwater bag', thetismost
commonly used by women
acrossthecountry totackle
menstrual  pain, by
engraving specid lumpson
the front side of the bag
allowing women to
experiencethesensation of
how ared breast cancer
lump would feel during
self-examination. This
innovetive yet smpletool
is an effort to seamlesdy
enter every household to
promotesdlf-checkswhich
works as a reminder for
every woman tha making
health their priority is

Anesar

self-breast examination
should be included in the
monthly routine.

Breast cancer is among the
many hedthissuesaffecting
women'soverdl well-being.
Alarmingly, 60% of breast
cancer cases are reported in
later stages, underscoring the
urgent need for early
detection. Unlike other
diseases, breast cancer can
often be detected early
through simple self-
examinaion steps, without
the need for expensive
medical devices.
Undergtanding the critical
importance of raising
awarenessand empowering
womenwithlifesavingskills
SBI Life Insurance has
designed the innovative
Thanks A Dot' Hot Weter
Bag.

Theevent condudedwiththe
digtribution of the hot water
bagsto thefemale sanitation
workers alongside an
interactive session that
educated them on the
importanceof early detection
and technique of saf-breagt
examination. SBI Life
Insurance reaffirms its
dedication to this cause,
pledgingtocontinueitsefforts
for spreading awarenessand
fadlitatinginnovativetoolsfor
ealy

Jindal Sainless partners with JBM Auto to
roll out over 500 ener gy-efficient electric buses

Bhubaneswar,
(KCN):Pioneering eco-
mobility revolution in
India, Jindal Stainless,
India’'s largest
stainlesssteel
manufacturer, ispartnering
with JBM Auto Ltd., the
country’s largest electric
bus manufacturer, for
fabrication of over 500
energy-efficient andlight-
weight stainless steel

electric buses. Jindal
Stainlesswill provide JT
Tubes, made up oflow-
carbon, chromium-
manganese austenitic
stainless steel to JBM
Auto. The materia, dso
denoted asN7 in Bureau
of Indian Standards
specification, 6911, has
threetimesthestrength of
the carbon steel currently
used to fabricate

buses.JBM Auto, with an
order book of over 5000
dectricbuses isprogressing
in a transitional manner
towards fabricating its
electric buses from the
earlier used, carbon stedl to
stainless steel now. This
would result in
lightweighting, enhanced
performance, higher
strength and durability of
the buses.

unveiled its strategic
blueprint to propel the
company toward its
ambitioussaesmilestones.
This comprehensive plan
encompasses various
aspects of operations and

marketing to drive growth
and ensure market
leadership.

The company is focusing
significantly on the six
business strategies. Firdly,
strengthening
manufacturing
arrangements, which
involve forming strategic
partnershipsor agreements
withmanufacturing fedilities
to ensure efficient
production processes,
consistent product qudity,

andtimely ddlivery.

This includes outsourcing
certain manufacturing
tasks, investing in
autometion andtechnology,
implementing quality
control protocols, and
encouraging sustainable
manufacturing practices.

The second strategy
inculcates  effective
inventory management is
critical for minimizing
carrying costs, reducing
stock outs, and improving
overall operational
efficiency. Cdlecor amsto
achieve  this by
implementing inventory
management systems,
adopting just-in-time
inventory practices, and

optimizing warehouse
layout and logistics for
faster order fulfillment.
The third strategy
highlighted by the company
is increasing product
availability and visibility
across various sales
channels is essentia for
capturing customer demand
and maximizing sales
opportunities Cdlecor plans
to expand distribution
networks,  strengthen
rdaionshipswithretales ad
implement  marketing
initiativestoenhanceproduct
vighility both online and
offline

Cdlecor Gadgetsjourney in
eectronics device busness,
andslingproductsinitsown

brand, including mobile
feature phones,
smartwatches TWS (True
Wirdess Stereo) earbuds,
neckbands and LED TVs
-outsources from various
eectronic assemblers and
manufacturers, started in
2012 as M/s Unity
Communicationsitsfounder
Mr. Ravi Agarwa’s
proprietorship firm. The
company is promoted and
managed with an enduring
sustainable  business
strategy, wherein the
Company is aiming to
synergetic amalgamate
busnesspotentid embedded
in the ever- growing
demand of electronic
products with modern

eoor Gadgets Limited expands its over seas oper ations by incor porating a new wholly owned subsidiary in Hong Kong

business approach of
sourcing, producing, and
marketingwithan objective
toprovidequdity productset
afordableprice

Today, Cdllecor GadgetsLtd
is a leading name in the
Indid sconsumer dectronics
industry, known for its
innovativeand cutting-edge
technology. With a
commitment to making
happiness affordable,
Cellecor offers a diverse
rangeof products, including
moabile phones, smart TVs,
speskers, neckbands TWS,
soundbars, smartwatches,
Washing Machines,
Mixer-Grinders, ACsand
many more.

TPSODL Bags Best Innovation Project Award for *Press Fit Fuse

Berhampur: TPSODL
(TP Southern Odisha
Distribution Limited)
received the “Best
Innovation Project” in
Innovation Council-2023
inMumbai for Designing
and implementing of
'Press Fit Fuse'. This
Patented Saf ety
Innovation Project,
"Press Fit Fuse," was
implemented at various
DSS  (Distribution
Substations) at TPSODL
to eliminate electrical
accidents and ensure
utmost safety. Theaward
was received by Mr.
Sushil Panigrahi, Head,
Safety, TPSODL from
Mr. Himal Tewari,
CHRO, Chief
Sustainability, and CSR,
TATA Power during the
Annual Award
Ceremony.

Earlier, in the case of a
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burnt fuse, linemen
replaced it by climbing up
to the HG fuse structure
physically. Despite safety
zones created
surrounding theelectrical
structure, accident cases
kept occurring from time
to time. Also, a longer
time was required while

Airtel Xstream Fiber unlocks
its NEW All-in-One plans

Bhubaneswar: To serve the needs of premium
households who want the next generational
connectivity and entertainment experience, Bharti
Airtel (“Airtel”), India’s premier communications
solutions provider, has once again raised the bar in
the home broadband segment with the launch of three
new all-in-one plans built for the evolving
entertainment needs of today’s connected homes.
Vir Inder Nath, CEO — Homes, Bharti Airtel had
this to say: “Our new plans are built for India's
emerging entertainment needs. Through these bundle
offerswe planto offer our discerning customersgrest
value, convenience and unlock amulti-faceted digital

experience.”

Increased broadband consumption in Indian homes
has given rise to the phenomena of hybrid viewing,
wherefamiliesarelooking to consume OTT content
on the TV screen along with linear TV without the
hasd e of managing multiplesubscriptionsand devices.
Airtel’s plans are the first of their kind in terms of
catering to the evolving entertainment needs of the
whole family and come with: Subscription to 17
premium OTTsto gowith unlimited data. Thisincludes
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney+ Hotstar and Airtel
Xstream Premium ((SonyL v, Lionsgate, Hoichoi and
11 more OTTs). 350+ TV channels covering the best
of linear TV. Airtel 4K Xstream TV Box* that allows
youtoenjoy OTT andlinear TV content withasingle

device and single remote.

replacing a faulty fuse.
To tackle this traditional
fuse and method of
replacing the fuse,
TPSODL developed the
Press Fit Fuse. It works
on press-fit principles,
which can bereplacedin
a comparatively easier
way standing from

ground level without
taking any risk. Noladder
and additional electrical
tools are required to
replace the newly
developed fuse.

This innovation ensures
quick fuse replacement
and outagerestorationin
a safe manner.

Additionally, it is cost-
effective and safe. One
skilled person can
replacethe faulty fusein
minimal time and effort
without climbing to the
heights. It is noteworthy
that this Press Fit Fuse
wasdevel oped dong with
Govt.

EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCESAWAIT
SINGAPOREAIRLINESCUSTOMERS

Singapore: Airlines
(SIA) today unveiled its
all-new flagship
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges at
Singapore Changi Airport
Terminal 3,following a
S$50 millionre-design,
upgrade, and expansion
project. This willfurther
enhance the on-ground
customer experience at
theAirliné smain hub,and
comes asthe demand for
international air travel
from and through
Singaporetakes off once
again.

The Private Room,
theFirst Classsection of
the SilverKris Lounge,
the Business Class
section of the SilverKris
Lounge, and the
KrisFlyer Gold Lounge
can collectively
accommodate around
1,150 customers within

their 6,100 square-
metres, translating
to30% more seats and
space. This also doubles
the capacity that was
available during the
pandemicwhile the
upgradingworks were
going on. TheAirlinehas
createda sanctuarythat
has been
thoughtfullydesigned to
enhance the comfort and
convenience of diverse
groups of travellers, and
meet their evolving needs
in the coming
years.Customers will be
ableto enjoy world-class
products and services, as
well as enticingfood and
beverage options, around
the clock at the lounges
beforetheir flight.

Mr Goh Choon Phong,
Chief Executive Officer,
SingaporeAirlines, said:
“Extensive customer

engagement and
research havegone into
the design of the new
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges.
Customerswill enjoy
thoughtfully
curatedproduct offerings
andexperience  the
signatureSingapore
Airlines hospitality,
allwithina comfortable
and restful environment,
ensuring that they are
refreshed and ready for
their journey.

“Openingthesel ounges
at this time signals our
commitment to SIA’S
premium brand and
growth strategy. It
reinforcesour position as
Changi Airport’s anchor
arline, and reflects our
confidence in
Singapore’'sfuture as a
pre-eminent global air
hub.”

WHEC recognizesAmritaVishwaVidyapeetham
asexcellenceworldwidein Gender Equality

Barcelona: Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham
was invited to the
UNESCO World Higher
Education Conference
(WHEC), which recently
took placein Barcelona,
Spain. UNESCO
recognized Amritaasone
of five universities of
excellenceworldwidefor
itsperformancein gender
equality.

The WHEC aims to
reshape ideas and
practices in higher

education to ensure
sustainabl e devel opment
for the planet and
humanity, as well as to
define and prepare a
roadmap for a new era
of higher education.

As the world comes out
of COVID-19, the
WHEC’'s goals and
strategic scope remain,
and the new timeframe
represents an opportunity
to deepen and expand
common efforts of
knowledge production,

policy dialogue,
exchange, and
networking.

S w a m i
Amritaswarupananda
Puri, President of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
participated in a round
table called
“Universities’
Contribution to Gender
Equality: A global
perspective’. Adding to
his views Swami
Amritaswarupananda
expressed how Amritais

making a difference in
terms of gender equality
and which policies have
been put into place at the
university level. Gender
equality isnumber fivein
theUnited Nations' list of
17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs).He explained
how the culture of gender
equality is not
implemented only in
terms of policies within
Amrita, but also
practiced in spirit.

Theround tableincluded
Dr. Gloria Bonder,
UNESCO Chair on
Women, Science and
Technology; Dr. Ricardo

Vilanueva Lomeli,
Rector General,
University of
Guadal gjara; Ms.

Elizabeth Shepherd,
Leader of the
Consultancy team, Times
Higher Education; and
Dr. Victoria Galan-
Muros, Chief of
Research and Analysis,




NewDelhi:Tahlia
McGrath, Australia's
stand-in captain, felt they
were afew runs short as
the six-time champions
crashed out of the 2024
T20World Cupfollowing
an 8-wicket lossto South
Africa in the first
semifinal in Dubai on
Thursday (October 17).
After losing Grace
Harris and Georgia
Wareham, Australia got
into consolidation mode
as Beth Mooney and
McGrath built awatchful
partnership. Mooney
scored 44 off 42 while
McGrath got 27 off 33
and between them, they
scored only five
boundaries and took 55
balls for their 50-run
stand for thethird wicket.
Australia could only
manage 35 in the
powerplay and 53 at the

wowrw. Thakalimgachromndele, com

They made it

halfway stage of their
innings, and McGrath
credited South Africa’s
disciplined bowling for
keeping her side in
check.

"Early on batting we
thought it was a pretty
tricky wicket. South
Africabowledrealy well
and sort of worked it out
and attacked the stumps
and took the pace off and
madeit hard for usto, or
just made us take risks
really. So probably afew
short with the bat and
then gtill thought wewere
in the gamethough. Still
thought if we bowled
well enough that was a
competitiveenoughtotal.
But yeah, they made it
look like a pretty good
wicket when they batted
andwewerejust slightly
off with our plan. Sojust
dightly off al round and

come up against a team
who executed everything
really well,” said
McGrath.

"We found the ball was
not quite coming on as
nice as we would have
liked. South Africa took
the pace off realy well
and like | said, they
bowled very straight to
us. We felt like
consolidatealittlebit, try,
and rotate the strike, get
intoinnings, and thentake
the game on. But they
bowled really well. And
wewere certainly trying.
We tried almost
everything. And we're
constantly
communicating,
constantly trying to come
up withaplan. Just, yeah,
it didn't go our way. And
yeah, probably left afew
out there."

In contrast, South Africa

raced away in the chase
thanks to Anneke
Bosch'sblisteringinnings
of 74* off 48, with Laura
Wolvaardt playing the
supporting role in a 96-
run second wicket stand
that effectively sealed
the game in the Proteas

TravisHead signs new deal
with Adelaide Strikers

NewDelhi:Top-
ranked T20I batter
Travis Head has signed
a fresh one-year
contract with Adelaide
Strikers. Theleft-hander
was unavailable for the
entire 2023-24 season
owing to national
commitments and the
extent of hisparticipation
for the upcoming season
isalsonot definiteat this
juncture.

Australia have a
high-profile five-match
Test series at home
against India and while
the Strikers still have
three games after that
series, theavailability of
Australiasnational team
players is unknown,
given their immediate
tour of Sri Lanka in
February.

Head'sretention adds
to Strikers' batting roster
that already boasts of
firepower in the form of
Matt Short, Chris Lynn
andAlex Carey alongside
England's Ollie Pope.

Only hao

NewDelhi,(KCN):
Australia skipper Alyssa
Healy revealed that
rupturing her plantar
fasciitisin both feet mid-
tournament meant she
"only had one game in
her" for the rest of the
Women's T20 World
Cup 2024, and probably
took the wrong punt by
deciding to sit out
Thursday's semifinal
against South Africa.
Australia's T20 reign,
that dates back to 2018
title victory in the
Caribbean, came to an
screeching halt with the
8-wicket defeat at the
hands of last edition's
runners-up South Africa
in the first semifinal in
Dubai on Thursday
(October 17).

"I ruptured my plantar
fascia - completely
ruptured oneand partially
ruptured the other,"
Healy said of her injury.

Head's retention
completes Strikers squad
as the South Australian
franchise looks to build
towards a strong BBL
season.
"I'mthrilledtosignfor
another year with the
Strikers and can't wait to
get back amongst the
group under our new
coach Tim Paine," Head
said."l lovepullingonthe
blue every chance | get
and look forward to
helping the boys go one
step further after their
fantastic late season run
tothefinaslast summer."

Since achieving BBL
glory in 2017-18, they
have qualified for the
playoffsinfour of the next
SiX seasons but haven't
made it to the final

thereafter. Former
Australian captain Paine,
now the head coach for
the Strikers men's side,
sounded upbeat about
Head's retention.

"We understand "Trav'
has a hectic international
schedule, but we also
know how much heloves
getting back in the blue
whenever the chance
arises," Paine said. "He's

0Ne game In me anc

"It was just a matter of
function and pain and
what | could handle and
ultimately, probably, only
had one game in me.
Probably took the wrong
risk at the end of theday,"
the 34-year-old noted
after South Africa made
their second successive
World Cup final, at the
expense of Australia.

As the teams' arrived in
the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium on
Thursday for essentially
a re-match of the 2023
World Cup final, Healy
wasthefirst onetowalk
out the Australian
dressing roomfor apitch
ingpectioninfull playing
kit and spikes - the
absence of the moon
boot garnering keen
interest. However, as
more of her Australian
teammates stepped out
the dugout it became
abundantly clear that the

captain had only suited up
for the team picture
ahead of the knockout
game.

After hobbling off the
field retired hurt, and in
excruciating pain, during
Australia’s chase of 83
against Pakistan in their
only group gamein Dubai
on Friday, the Australian
skipper was walking on
crutches and in a moon-
boot on her right foot as
aprecautionary measure
in Sharjah, where the
defending champions
beat India by 9 runs to
effectively knock them
out of the semis race on
Sunday.

Pacer Tayla Vlamenick,
who dislocated her
shoulder earlier in the
samegameasHealy, had
aready been replaced by
Heather Graham in
Australia's World Cup
squad by then. Despite
not revealing the exact

been in amazing form
across every format in
the past year or more, as
we saw with his brilliant
154 not out off 129 balls
in the ODI against
England recently."

It has been a
phenomenal 2024 for
Head thus far, tallying
539 runsfrom 15innings
at an astounding strike
rate of 178.47 with four
fifties. It is the second
successive year that
Head has managed to
strike at over 175 but
unlike last year, 2024
has seen Head bridge the
gap between ultra-
aggression and
consistency, thereby
creating devastating
impact at the top of the
order for Australia

The most recent
example of this was
seen during Australia's
tour of Scotland and
England, wherethe | eft-
hander was unstoppabl e,
particularly in the

powerplay.

Dronad
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favour.

"We started reasonable
with the ball. Then they
really took it to us and
tried to put pressure on
thefirst coupleof ballsof
al our bowlersand yeah,
they played really well.
We just kept saying a

e i e
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couple of wickets, a
coupleof quiet oversand
the game would swing
and turn, the momentum
back our way, but we
couldn't manage to do
that. So yeah, they batted
really well, we were
dightly off so probably a

Ghosh, Vastrakar
picked for New Zealand ODIs

NewDelhi,(KCN):
Following Indias group-
stage exit from the
ongoing T20 World Cup,
atentionwill immediately
shift to next year's ODI
World Cup with India
hosting New Zealand for
a three-match series in
Ahmedabad starting
October 24.
Harmanpreet Kaur will
lead a 16-member squad
with three notable
absentees in Richa

Ghosh, Pooja Vastrakar
and Asha Sobhana.

Keeper-bat Ghosh was
unavailablefor selection
owing to her Grade 12
board exams. Legspinner
Sobhana, who missed out
on IndiasT20 World Cup
game against Australia
after suffering a knee
injury right after thetoss,
will continue to be
monitored by BCCl's
medical team.
Meanwhile, fast bowler

combination of thetwo,"
McGrath said.

Shelley Nitschke,
Australia's head coach,
said they wereaiming for
a total around the 160
mark initially and then
recalibarated it to 140-
150, but couldn't get
there, finishing with 134/
5. Nitschke still thought
it was a defendabl e total
but South Africa chased
it downwith 2.4 oversto
spare."l guess, (it was)
not amatter of going out
there and trying to blast
everything from the
start. | thought it would
bedifficult to do that, but
it's still a matter of
having somereally good
intent and knowing
whereyou can find your
boundaries. And thenwe
werejust waiting for the
message back from the
batters to see how they

were performing in the
conditions as well. We
just thought it wasagood
moment for theincoming
batters to be redly clear
about how they want to
go about it," said
Nitschke."I think westill
had the scores from the
other games and that
pitchin particular had you
with some pretty high
scores. So we sort of felt
like we should have been
able to get 160. But then
asthegame sort of played
out, we knew that that
was going to be a real
push for usat the halfway
mark. So sort of hoping to
eye off 140, 150, but
couldn't quite get there.
But, yeah, | think we had
adefendabletotal, but we
till needed to roll realy
well. And we probably
didn't execute what we
had in the past.”

and Sobhana not

Vastrakar, who also
picked up a niggle early
in India's World Cup
campaign, has been
granted a rest from the
series. Among other
changes to the side that
beat South Africa3-0in
its last ODI assignment
in July is the return of
keeper-bat  Yastika
Bhatia, who returned
from injury at the T20
World Cup. PriyaPuniya,
Saika Ishaque and

Shabnam Shakil are the
othersto makeway from
the last ODI sguad.

The selection committee
has instead rewarded
Maharashtra's Teja
Hasabnis following her
grong returnsfor IndiaA in
Audrdiawhereshehitthree
half-centuries. Gujarat
Giants Saydi Sagare and
Priya Mishra and UP
Warriorz seamer Saima
Thakor are the others
handed cdll-upstothesqued.

Injured Rishabn Pant failsto takefield on Day 3, BCCI to monitor fitness

NewDelhi:Injured
Rishabh Pant did not
take the field on Day 3
of the Bengaluru Test
match between Indiaand
New Zealand. The Board
of Control for Cricket in
India appraised the
situation at the start of
play on Friday and said
that the BCCI medical
team weremonitoring the
wicketkeeper-batter.

The development comes
after Rishabh Pant had to
be carried off thefield due
to a left knee injury on

Day 2 of the Test match
on Thursday, October 17.
The incident occurred
during New Zealand's
innings when Pant
appeared toinjure hisleft
knee while attempting to
collect a delivery in the
37th over. He was seen
in visible discomfort,
prompting India sphysios
to rush onto the field.
Despitetheir efforts, Pant
had to be carried off and
was replaced hy
substitute wicketkeeper
Dhruv Jurel. At theend of

V100K the wrong risk - Hea

nature or extent of
Healy's injury, the fact

that Australiadidn't seek
the captain'sreplacement

was indication enough
that the management

Day 2'splay, Indiacaptain
Rohit Sharma spoke
about Rishabh Pant. The
Indian captain said that
Pant had been hit on the
area where he had his
surgery done and his
muscles were a bit
tender."Unfortunately, the
knee. The ball went and
hit straight on his knee
cap, theleg which he had
surgery on. So, hehasgot
alittlebit of swelling onit.
Themusclesarebit tender
at thispoint of time. It'sa
precautionary measure,”

remained hopeful of her
return for the knockouts.
Healy did not train with
theteam on the semifinal-
eve with stand-in vice-
captain Ellyse Perry
noting that the team was
willing to take alate call
on her availability.

Healy said she herself
wasn't sure exactly how
close she was to feeling
fully match-ready yet. "l
don't really know - it'sa
hard one to answer, but
hopefully | don't regret
givingitacrack. But, you
never know what was
going tounfold out there.
Tahlia McGrath led the
team once again in an
unchanged XI from
Sharjah, potentially to
allow Healy moretimeto
be as close to 100 per
cent fitness as she could
for what would have been
Australia's eighth
successive final in nine
editions if not for South

Rohit stated during the
post-match press
conference.

The worry surrounding
Pant's  injury is
compounded by the fact
that he recently returned
to competitive cricket
after a 14-month
rehabilitation process
following the injuries he
sustained in a severe car
accident in 2022. Pant
had been working hard to
recover from aleft knee
injury, which required
surgery.

y on foot Injury

Africa

"It was a really hard
decision to make last
night asto whether or not
we were going to give it
a punt or not. | tried to
make the team decision
and sat myself down
instead of taking therisk.
"It was hard to watch
knowing that you can't
really go out there and
help, but likel said, it was
good to see so many
positives throughout the
tournament. It hasn't
ended the way we
wanted, but | think we've
done some amazing
cricket throughout this
tournament.”

A proper assessment to
determine the extent of
damage and the rehab
course ahead is due one
the team returns to
Australia ahead of the
10th edition of the
WBBL that kicks off
next Sunday (October
27).
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