OdisnaCM hikesmi

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
Thursday waived food
fees for students of 455
school hostels and
ordered aone-rupee hike
inmid-day meal priceper
student.

Speaking at the state-
level children’'s festival,
‘Suravi’, which began on
November 12, Mgjhi said
the state government
would bear the food fees
for the455 school hostels,
benefiting both 314 boys
and 141 girls’ hostels
across the state.
Previously, parents were
required to pay amonthly
food expense of Rs
2,000, but after receiving
requests from parents,
the Chief Minister
decided towaivethefees
entirely.
“Giventherequestsfrom
parents, we decided to
bear the cost of food for
all boarders in these
hostels. The annual
expenses for this
initiativewill beincreased

s Kuaden ChrovicLe
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from Rs 63.70 crore to
Rs 187.15 crore,” Majhi
said.

In addition, Majhi
announced a one-rupee
increasein the cost of the
mid-day meal for
students. Currently, the
MDM expenditureis Rs
5.90for primary students
and Rs 8.82 for upper
primary students. This
increase aims to ensure
better quality and
nutritional value for the
students, he added.
Majhi also criticised the
previous BJD
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government’sapproach to
the school transformation
programme, which aimed
at enhancing school
infrastructure.

“Transforming schools
isn't just about painting
buildings; it requires

providing  adequate
teachers and facilities.
The previous

government’s initiative
was a political move to
createavotebank, leaving
students' dreams in the
dark,” he asserted.

The Chief Minister
outlined thegovernment’s

L !

commitment toimproving
education in rural areas
by announcing thelaunch
of the ‘Godabarish
Mishra Adarsh
Prathamik Vidyalaya
Yojana'.

Under this scheme,
model schools will be
established in each
panchayat, with an
investment of Rs 3 crore
for the development of
each school.

“These schools will
create an ideal learning
environment for children.
| had proposed this idea
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in 2019, but the previous
government did not act
on it. Now, with the
blessings of Lord
Jagannath, I'm
implementing  this
initiative,” Majhi said.

In an effort to reduce
school dropouts among
tribal students, Mgjhi also
unveiled the Shahid
Madho Singh Haath
Kharcha Yojana, which
will provide one-time
financial assistanceof Rs
5,000 to students passing
Class-VIII and X upon
joining Classes IX and
XI.Highlighting his
government’s focus on
education, Majhi said,
“The new government is
working to build a new
Odisha. The National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020, which hasnot been
implemented in Odisha
due to political reasons,
will now beintroducedin
thestate tarting fromthis
academic year. Thiswill
bring about revol utionary
changesin our education
system.”
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Cuttack Baliyatra 2024 all set for
agrand international stage

Bhubaneswar, Nov
14(KCN): The much-
anticipated Cuttack
Baliyatrafestival ispoised
to make a global mark
this year, with
ambassadors and

diplomats from 13 §

countries joining the
event. The nine-day
celebration, beginning
tommorrow will offer a
unique  blend  of
international and local
experiences with cultural
performances, foreign
stalls, and traditional
delicacies, said Cuttack

District Collector
Dattatreya B Shinde on
Thursday.

Collector Shinde shared
that OdishaChief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi will
officialy inaugurate the
festival on Friday with
numerous international
representatives in
attendance. "Artists from
various countries will be
showcasing their talents,
and the ‘ Pitha Mahotsav’
will introduce traditional
foreign delicacies

alongside Odia
specidties,”" hesaid.

In its mission to bring
global recognition to
Baliyatra, thefestival will
host spectacular
attractions including a
laser show and, for the
first time, adronedisplay
on the Mahanadi River
featuring 400 drones.
Spanning 34 acres, withan
additional 8 acres for
specific activities, the
festival grounds boast
over 2,500 stalls, and
approximately 7 lakh
visitors are expected.
Specia accommodations
have been made for the
elderly and differently-
abled, such as six eight-
seater golf carts, 30 e

rickshaws, and an
increasein the number of
toiletsto 380 from 200 | ast
year.Highlighting the
culturd offerings, Shinde
added, "The festival will
celebrate Odia heritage
and cinema with a
dedicated Film Festival
screening popular Odia
filmsinthreeshowsdally,
including screeningsat the
Biju Patnaik Film Ingtitute.
Additionaly, Bollywood
Nights featuring vibrant
performances will add to
thefestival's charm.”

With comprehensive
preparations complete,
Cuttack’s Baliyatra is set
tobearemarkablecultura
showcase on an
international platform.

BSE Odishareeasestimetablefor 2025 matric exams

Bhubaneswar (KCN): The Board of
Secondary Education (BSE), Odisha,
Thursday released the schedule for the
2025 matric examinations, which will

begin February 21, 2025.

According to the released
schedule, examinationswill

2025. Bothregular and ex- | AN S
regular examinations will Fs™

with one question paper per
day. Theexaminationswill runfrom9am
to 11.30am, except for Mathematics,
whichwill end a 11.45am.Examinations
will begin with firgt-language subjects,
including FLO (Odia), FMB (Bengdi),
FLH (Hindi), FLU (Urdu), FLT (Telugu),
and FLE (Alternative English).

The second day, February 24, will cover
second-language subjects, such as SLE

(English), SLH (Hindi), and SEP(Env and
Population Education (Only for hearing
impaired candidates)). On the third day,
February 25, the TLV practica examwill

be conducted,
followed by MTH
(Mathematics)

February 27.

A g - o
: —@ GSC (Science) and
e s SSC (Social

Science) exams
will beheldMarch
1 and March 3,

respectively. The schedule concludes
March 6, with third-language subjects
TLH (Hindi), TLS (Sanskrit), TLO
(Odia), and TLP (Parsi). Additionaly,
TLV (Theory) for hearing-impaired
candidates and VT (Theory) exams for
vocationa subjects—I T, RT, TH,AG PL,
BW, AH, AM, EH, CN, FR, and TC—
will alsotake place onthefina day.

SupremeCourt aismissesP

New Delhi , November
14(KCN) The
Supreme Court has
dismissed a petition
seeking to direct the
Centre to ban the
operations of WhatsApp
aleging that it does not
function in conformity
with the new Information
Technology Rules (IT
Rules) framed by the
Union government..

A bench of JusticesMM
Sundresh and Aravind
Kumar dismissedtheplea
filed by petitioner
Omanakuttan KG, a
software engineer.
Earlier, the petitioner had
also moved the Kerala

Bharatpur ‘assault’ case: Army officer, flancee
record statements before judicial panel

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
TheArmy officer and his
fiancee who were
allegedly tortured in
custody inside Bharatpur
police station in the
Odisha capital
Bhubaneswar, Thursday
appeared before a
judicial commission
probing into the case and
recorded their statement.
Commission Secretary
Suvendu Mohanty said
the panel had summoned
16 people including the
Army officer, hisfiancee,
the accused police
officers and some
students to appear
before.

Severd of themincluding

the Army man and his
fiancee appeared before
the Justice Chittaranjan
Dash (Retd) Commission
personally, while others
were represented by
their lawyers.

The next date of hearing
was fixed November 30.
Mohanty said the
Commissionmay visit the
Bharatpur Police Station.
He said the commission
has received over 500
affidavitsonthisincident.
Suspended inspector in
charge (11C)
DinakrushnaMishraand
the other four police
personnel did not appear
before the judicial
commission.  Their

lawyers instead
represented them before
thecommission.

The accused police
officials have undergone
polygraphy tests at a
forensic science centrein
Gujarat. TheArmy officer
was allegedly tortured
and his fiancee sexually
assaulted at Bharatpur
Police Station in
Bhubaneswar after they
visited there to lodge a
complaint over a road
rage incident involving
some students September
15.The state government
has appointed the
Commission to enquire
intoallegationslevelled by
the Army officer and his

fiancee.

While the Army officer
was allegedly beaten up
by the police officials,
three  policewomen
dragged his fiancee into
a cell where some male
police personnel,
including the ex-11C of
the police station,
reportedly thrashed and
“molested” her.
Following a widespread
uproar over theincident,
Odisha Police have
suspended five police
personnel. Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
has entrusted the
investigation of the
matter to the Crime
Branch of the police.

High Court seeking
directions to the central
government to ban
WhatsApp if it does not
comply with the orders
issued by government
authorities.In June 2021,
the Kerala High Court
had regjected the PIL for

being 'premature.
Theregfter, the petitioner
moved the top court.
Thepetitioner clamedthet
there was a wide scope
of manipulation at theuser
end and that it was not
viable to trace the origin
of a message being

L tohan WhatsApp

circulated the
application.

It wasalleged that updated
privacy policy openly
mentions that the
application will store,
access and use the
persond data of its users,
including the battery
remaining ontheir devices,
which are grave violation
of theright to privacy.
The petition alleged that
WhatsApp had
implemented a separate
privacy policy inEuropein
compliancewiththeir laws
and it refuses to comply
with the laws in India,
which is a glaring
incongruity

on

Odisna CM Majhi warnsstrict action againgt cooperative
Society disr uptor sat cooper ativeweek event

Bhubaneswar,
November 14(KCN):
Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Majhi delivered a
strong warning to
individuals disrupting

SC deniesanticipatory bail of Odisha L egisiator Jayanarayan Mishra

Bhubaneswar,Nov
14(K CN): The Supreme
Court on Friday
dismissed the anticipatory
bail pleas of senior BJP
MLA Jayanarayan
Mishra in connection
with a case involving
slapping awoman police
ASI in Odisha's
Sambalpur.

According to the
background of the case,
on February 15, 2023,
BJP workers clashed
with the police during a
protest in front of the
Sambalpur District
Collector’s  office.
Meanwhile, a female
ASlI reprotedly stopped
Mishra on the way.

Agrrieved over it, Mishra
allegedly dapped her and
used disrespectful

language.

Following this,on the
complaint of the woman
cop, a case was
registered against the
legidator.

Mishra had filed an
anticipatory bail
applicationin the Orissa
High Court seeking a
sigh of relief. However,

The Orissa High Court
had rejected his pleas.
Subsequently,Mishra
moved the Supreme
Couirt.

Hearing the pleas, a
bench of Justices
Hrishikesh Roy and SVN
Bhatti rejected the bail
and ordered for a fair
investigation.

cooperative societies,
pledging strict action
against those causing
disturbances.

Speaking at the 71st All
India Cooperative Week
celebration in
Bhubaneswar, CM Majhi
underscored the
government's
commitment to ensuring
stability and operational
efficiency within these
essential organizations.
In hisspeech, CM Majhi
criticized the previous
BJD government for not
fulfilling its promises to
paddy farmers,
specifically pointingtoan

unfulfilled Rs 100 bonus
over the minimum
support price (MSP)
promisedin Sohela. "The
previous government
failed our farmers, but we
are taking all necessary
stepsto support them," he
said, reaffirming his
administration’s
dedication to agricultural
welfare.

Majhi also announced an
additiona input subsidy of
Rs 800 per quintal of
paddy, aimed at relieving
the financial strain on
farmers and enhancing
agricultural productivity
across the state.

OdishaSateFilm
Awar d announced:
Jayiram Samal
ad uaged beg

Nov

Bhubaneswar

14(KCN): The Odisha
government on Friday
announced thefinalists of
the State Film Awardsfor

2020-2022.
Culture Minister
Suryabanshi Suraj
declared the names of the
recipients of State Film
Awards for the three
consecutiveyears, during
a press conference here.
Among the finalists of
the coveted awards, ace
writer, director and
dramatist Ananta
Mohapatra has been
adjudged to receive the
prestigious  Mohan
Sundar Dev Goswami
Award-2020 for his
lifetimecontributiontothe
Odiafilmworld. Smilarly,
cinematographer Srinivas
Mohapatra and eminent
comedian Jayiram Samal
will receive the Mohan
Sundar Dev Goswami
Award-2021 and 2022
respectively for their
lifetimecontributiontothe
Odiafilmindustry.

Among films, Saheed
Raghu Sardar, Pratiksha
& Dalchini and Daman
have been chosenthe best
films for the years 2020,

Odisha

2021 and 2022
respectively.
Among the actors,

Debashis Patra, Ankit
Kumar & Dipanwit Das
Mohapatraand Babushan
Mohanty have been
announced as the best
actorsfor 2020, 2021 and

2022 respectively.
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Union Minister S Pralhad Josti flagged off 10 Battery Operated vehic

ety '1'

Bhubaneswar,
(KCN):A two day
"Chintan Sivir-2024" was
organised by theMinistry
of New & Renewable
Energy today at the
Welcome Hotel in
Bhubaneswar. Union
Minister, New &
Renewable Energy
Minister Shri Pralhad
Joshi, Minister of State
MNRE Shri Shripad
Yesso Naik, Deputy
Chief Minister of Odisha,
Shri Kanak Vardhan
Singhdeo, Union Power
Secretary Shri Pankaj
Agrawal, Principal
Secretary, Energy Shri
Vishal Dev were present
inthe Shivir.

Odisha enriched with
natural resources. By
using its natural
resources, non-fossil fuel
sources Odisha is going
to generate electricity
and contribute in
achieving the ambitious
target of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi on
500 GW of renewable
energy. By 2032, India's
electricity demand will
double. To overcomethe
bottlenecksin electricity,
we haveto produce more
electricity by using
renewable energy, non-
fossil fuels, solar power.
As of today India
already achieved the
target of 212 GW of non-

"Chintan Sivir-2024" washed

fossil fuel energy target.
To enhance it,
Government of Indiahas
allocated 22 Lakh Crore
rupees aready.

Joining this Shivir, the
Minister of State Shir
Shripad Yesso Naik said
that, there is a target of
500 MT Green
Hydrogen and Green
Ammonia production
and equal importanceis
being given to energy
generation from waste.
The National Grid is
being set up to provide
a sustainable electricity
infrastructure to the
entire country.

Dy. CM Shri Singhdeo
joined the Shivir and

24

Communitiesof 24 Tsunami ProneVillagesof Odishahave
been recognized asTsunam Ready by |OC- UNESCO

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):
Communities of 24
tsunami prone coastal
villages of Odisha under
Six costal districts
(Balasore, Bhadrak,
Kendrapada,
Jagatsinghpur, Puri and
Ganjam) have been
recognized as Tsunami
Ready by the
Intergovernmental
Oceanographic
Commission of United
Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (10C-
UNESCO) during 2nd
Global Tsunami
Symposium held in
Indonesia on 11th
November, 2024. The
Tsunami Ready
Recognition Certificates
have been renewed for
two already tsunami
recognized villages of
Odisha (Noliasahi of
Jagatsinghpur district and
Venkatraipur village of
Ganjam district), the
communities of which
have been recognized as
Tsunami Ready in the
year 2020 by 10C-
UNESCO.

The 10C-UNESCO,
Tsunami Ready
Recognition Programme
(TRRP) has been
implementedin theses 24
Tsunami Prone Villages
(Balasore-Jagannathpur,
Jayadevkasabapahi,
Sahapur, Kanyanagari,

Bhadrak-Mohanpur,
Adhuan, Badahabelisahi,
Sanakrushnapur,
Kendrapada-K antilo,
Tantiapal Sasan, Kaitha,
Jagatsinghpur-
Bagheipur,
Dhanuharbelari,
Sahadabedi, Bhuyanpal,
Puri-Keutjanga,
Narasinghpatana,
Khalakatapatana,
Chhotipada, Ganjam-
Uppulaputti, Prayagi,
Kantiagada, Markandi).
Various activities
(including training and
capacity buildings of
various stakeholders,
community awareness
programmes, distribution
of tsunami awareness
posters and leaflets,
preparation of Tsunami
Management Plans,
conducting tsunami mock
drills, identification of
tsunami  evacuation
routes, installation of

tsunami hoardings and
evacuation signages) as
per the 12 indicators of
the Tsunami Ready
Programme have been
taken up in theses 24
tsunami pronevillages.

The members of the
National Tsunami Ready
Recognition Boards
(NTRB) comprising of
Scientists of INCOIS,
Hyderabad, officers of
National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) visited theses
26 coastal villages for
verification of the 12
indicators under the
Tsunami Ready
Recognition Programme
(TRRP) in the month of
September-2024. The
NTRB members after
verification of the
indicators recommended
IOC-UNESCO  for
recognizing the
communities of these 26

coastal villagesof Odisha

as Tsunami Ready
Communities.

The recognition
certificates were

presented by Mr. Vidar
Helgesen, Assistant
Director General of
UNESCO and Executive
Secretary, 10C-
UNESCO to Shri E.
Pattabhi Rama Rao,
Scientist G, INCOIS,
who represented India
during this Symposium
held in Indonesia of
India.

Odisha is having 381
tsunami prone coastal
villages and habitation.
Odisha State Disaster
Management Authority
(OSDMA) aims at
making the coastal
communities of all

tsunami prone
habitation as Tsunami
Ready in phased
manner.

RCSordersprobeintoagricultural loansirregularities

Jajpur(KCN): The
state government has
implemented several
schemes for the holistic
development of
agriculture and farmers.
However, allegations of
agricultural loans being
availed in the name of
deceased farmers have
raised questions on the
transparency and
impartiality of some
Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Societies
(PACS) in Jgjpur district
sparking widespread
concern over unethical
practices and corruption.
Followingsuchdlegations,
the  Registrar  of
Cooperative Societies
(RCS) issued an order
November 11, directing the
Deputy Registrar of
Cooperative Societies
(DRCS) inJgpur ditrictto
conduct a thorough
investigation and take
appropriate action as per
the CooperativeAct. There
havebeen prior complaints
that poor and vulnerable

farmer members’
agricultural loan accounts
have been tampered with,
subjecting them to
harassment.

In 2022, departmental
ordersspecified that PACS
secretaries or directors
should neither retainnor use
theloan passooksor Kisan
Credit Card (KCC)
chequebooks Additiondly,
the directive outlined
periodicinvestigationsinto
|oan passhooks, individual
interactions with
borrowers, and loan
gpprova natifications via
SMS.

However, with these
instructions not being
effectively  enforced,
significant irregularitiesin
loan transactions have
emerged at the PACS in
Palatpur under
Dasarathapur block in
Jgpur digtrict. Accordingto
complaints from over a
hundred farmersincluding
PACS Vice-President
UmakantaBarik, Sarpanch
Lipika Mallik and others,

Pdatpur PACS President
Ashwini Kumar Nayak
and Secretary Bishwagjit
Dhala have allegedly
embezzled approximately
Rs23.42 lakhs.

Inthe 2023-24 fiscal year,
850 farmers, and in 2024-
25, 450 farmers were
reportedly charged Rs
1,500 each for “paper
transactions’. Additiondly,
bribes ranging from Rs
2,000 to Rs 3,000 were
reportedly demanded for
new loans. Oneof themost
troubling dlegaionsisthat,
under various pretexts,
passbooks and blank
cheques were taken from
farmers and kept by the
President and Secretary,
whothenusedthosetoteke
loansinthefarmers names
without their knowledge.
Thecomplaintletter further
alleges that loans were
obtained in the names of
over 30 deceased farmers
within last two years.
Panchanan Mallik from
Barakuanla village in
Biripata Panchayat, who

passed away June 12 last
year, servesasanexample.
However, a self-cheque
and thumbprint were used
to withdraw Rs 11,500 in
his name from the
Dasarathapur branch of
Cuttack Central
Cooperative Bank
September 27, 2023. A
thoroughinvestigationinto
the persona accounts of
both the President and
Secretary of the PACS
could uncover thefull truth.
Inacomplaint letter to the
Chief Minider, farmersaso
pointed out that loans are
being given to many non-
farmers, while genuine
farmersarebeing deprived
of the benefits. When
contacted, Jgjpur DRCS
Amulya Kumar Sethi
Stated that an independent
team has completed an
invedtigationintoalegations
of loan withdrawalsin the
name of deceased
farmers. Thereport will be
trand ated, and appropriate
action will be taken
accordingly.
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PSPs, PM-Suryaghar
Muft Bijli Yojana
Schemes. He also
highlighted about the
plansto start floating solar
power plant operationd in
Hirakud Reservoir. Two
days before, Shri
Singdeo attended the
Power Ministers'
Conference at New
Delhi whileunveilingthe
strategies and various
plans of Odisha.

On the first day of the
Chintan Shivir insightful
discussions about PM-
Surya Ghar Mufti Bijli
Yojana, increasing solar
energy production, India:

Tt [ %

i

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN FOR

&St Shrimandir

Global Producer of Solar
Energy, use of Solar
energy in Agri Sector,
potential of Renewable
Energy etc.

Later, Union Minister
Shri Pralhad Joshi went
to Puri and had blessings
of Lord Jagannath and
flagged off 10 Battery-
operated vehicles at
Jagannath  Temple,
Odishaaspart of IREDA
CSR initiative. Shri
Pradip Kumar Das,
CMD, IREDA, Dr. B.K.
Mohanty,  Director
(Finance), IREDA were
present with Union
Minister.
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actors beforeselectl ng Shaheer Shelkh

Writer Kanika Dhillon
recently revealed that
Kriti Sanon auditioned
with ten actors before
choosing Shaheer Shaikh
for their upcoming film,
Do Patti. The film's
trailer was released on
October 14.

Writer Kanika Dhillon
shared a behind-the-
scenes story about the
casting process of her
upcoming film Do Peatti.
At the trailer launch of
the film, she revealed
how, when auditioning for
the role of the male
protagonist, Kriti Sanon
personally auditioned
with the fina 10
candidates to find the
perfect fit. Actor
Shaheer Sheikh
ultimately secured the
role.

Kanikarecollected, "Kriti
waslike, 'For thelast ten

rounds, | wanted to
audition with ten people.’
Andthoselast 10 people
left, Kriti herself went
and auditioned with each
of those 10 candidates,

did that scene over and
over. Half of them were
nervous because Kriti
herself was auditioning
them!"

Responding to Kanika's

comments, Kriti said, "To
be honest, | think it was
so important to find the
current Dhruv. You
know, because again,
the character has so

many layers. And the
chemistry hastowork in
acertain way. So, | was
glad that we did the
audition. | think whilel
was doing the audition

only with him, | felt in
my head when we
were seeing that the
chemistry wasworking,
also the shades of group
that he has. | think he
was pulling it off so
well."

Starring Kajol, Kriti
Sanon and Shaheer
Sheikh in important
roles, Do Patti is a
mystery thriller set in
the backdrop of a hill
station. The catch in the
story is Kriti playing a
double role as twin
sisters.

Do Petti is directed by
Shashanka Chaturvedi,
and written by Kanika
Dhillon. Also starring
Tanvi Azmi and Brijendra
Kaainimportant roles, it
is Kriti's maiden
production and is dlated
to stream online from
October 25.

Suhana Khan's pull ups, push-ups, and deadlifts
arethereason for her perfect sveltefigure

Actress Suhana Khan,
who is the daughter of
superstar Shah Rukh
Khan, has finally
reveal ed the secret to her
perfect svelte figure,
which includes a
combination of pull-ups
and deadlifts.

Suhana  took @ to
Instagram, where she
shared a video of her
working out in the gym.
In the clip, the actress,
who made her debut with
Zoya Akhtar’'s “The
Archies’, is seen doing
several weighted
workoutsincluding pull-
ups, hip thrusts, push ups
and deadlifts under the
supervision of apersona
trainer.

A user was seen asking
about how she managed
to do the pull-ups, to
which she replied: “Was

Vicky Kaushal on perfect

Vicky Kaushal spoke
about the hard work and
choreography behind the
popular song 'Tauba
Tauba from '‘Bad Newz'.
Thefilmreleaseson July
19.

Vicky Kaushal, whoisin
Delhi to promote 'Bad
Newz', spoke about
perfecting the steps of
"Tauba Tauba. The actor
said that he was given
three-four days to learn

astruggle.”

Shah Rukh and his wife
Gauri Khan got married
in 1991 in a traditional
Nikah and Hindu
wedding ceremony
shortly after. The two
welcomed their son
Aryan in 1997. Three
yearslater they had their
daughter Suhana, who
was born in 2000. The
power couple welcomed
their son AbRam via
surrogacy in 2013.
Talking about upcoming
work, Suhana will soon
be seen working with her
father in the upcoming
film “King”, which is
directed by Sujoy Ghosh
and produced by
Siddharth Anand. The
movie is expected to go
on floors later this year
and might hit screensin
2025.

it. Vicky also credited
choreographer Bosco-
Caesar for the song's
popularity and success.

Vicky Kaushal's leg-
work, swag in 'Bad
Newz' song 'Tauba
Taubad is the talk of the
town. Talking about what
went behind the song's
success, Vicky said, "We
werevery excited ki isko
jama ke kuch karte hain
(let's do a great job) and

Thefilmwill alsofeature
actor Abhishek
Bachchan, who will be
seen playing the

the choreographers,
Bosco-Caesar, they have
been choreographing
such songs for the past
20 years. And they have
worked on such nice
songs with Hrithik
Roshan, Katrina Kaif,
and others."

He continued, "We were
very happy withtheteam
that came together. We
got 3-4 daysto learn the
'Tauba Tauba' steps.

antagonist. Megastar
Amitabh Bachchan in
July almost confirmed
Abhishek starring in the

1 TaubaTauba 9eps

Hatsoff to Bosco Sir and
his team who taught me
the steps and worked
hard on me. And al of
you gave me the results

upcoming movie.

Big B took to his X and
quoted atweet from afan
club of Abhishek. The

Had 34daysto

of my hard work and
gave me so much love.
Overall, we are very
happy.”

Vicky also said, "There
are some songs which
create a flow of their
own. Nothing is bigger
than a song that we drop
on the highway and the
audiencetakesit off from
there and makes it their
own. That is what
happened with ‘ Tauba

tweet spoke about
Abhishek’s side as an
antagonist and shared
that the actor will be seen
in a negative role in
“King”.

The Internet user had
written in his tweet:
“Those Who have seen
Abhishek Sir's in
Breathe into the
Shadows, Raavan and
‘BB’, Will know what
level of Performance as
a hegative role he can
give. Never ever doubt
him. @juniorbachchan
Abhishek Sir and Sujoy
Ghosh. @iamsrk
#SuhanaKhan #King
#AbhishekBachchan
@sujoy_g".

Big B, wrotein histwest,
“All the best Abhishek ..
ItisTIME (sic)”.

't

Tauba' . It's there in the
film aswell and whoever
wants to enjoy this song
on the big screen, please
do."

Vicky was accompanied
by Triptii Dimri and
Ammy Virk at the Delhi
press conference. Also,
watch 'Tauba Tauba'
here:

‘Bad Newz' was
previously titled 'Mere
Mehboob Mere Sanam'.

Disha Patani Misses Sushant Singh Rajput As'M SDhoni: TheUntold

Actor Disha Patani
remembered |late actor
Sushant Singh Rajput on
the occasion of their film
'MS Dhoni: The Untold
Story' 7th anniversary.
Taking to Instagram,
Dishashared aclip from
the movie featuring
herself and Sushant.

Sharing the video, she
wrote, “Grateful for this
beautiful journey and my
firstfilminHindi cinema
Love whole heartedly
and cherish theoneswho
make you happy safe and
heard life's too short for
regrets! We couldn’t say
goodbyebut i hopeyou're

happy and at peace”
As soon as she shared
the video, fans and
industry friendschimedin
the comment section.
Actor Anil Kapoor wrote,
“Phenomenal scene ..
both of you are so good
" One of the users
wrote, “ One of thefinest
scenes from this movie”
Another commented,
“Missu SSR.”
Helmed by Neergj
Pandey, 'MS Dhoni: The
Untold Story' biopicison
one of the most
celebrated cricketers in
our country, Mahendra
Singh Dhoni. The film

Sory' Clocks 7 Years, Says Couldn t Say Goodbye

was released in 2016
and saw the late
Sushant Singh Rajput
essayingtheroleof Dhoni.
It also starred Kiara
Advani.

Disha, with her girl-next-
door gpped and million-
dollar smile, instantly
became the talk of the
town. Her chemigtry with
Sushant was widely
appreciated.The biopic
turned out to beone of the
biggest hits of Sushant's
career, who went on to
receive several
nominations in the Best
Actor category at that
year'sawvards ceremonies
for hisperformanceinthe
film.
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PHYSICS EXPERIMENTS THAT CHANGED OUR VIEW OF THE UNIVERSE

L.A;Hﬁ

No one can question the

impact of scienceon human
civilization, and the
importance of

experimentation in science
isequally undeniable. Some
experiments confirm what
we already know, others
suggest a mechanism by
which observed
phenomenaare driven.

For the latter type of
experiment think of ancient

Greek polymath
Archimedes in the bathtub
realizing that the

displacement of water was
directly related to the
volume of an object placed
init, whichlegend suggests
led to him running down the
street naked vyelling
"Eurekal" — somethingwe
now know probably didn't
happen.

Most scientific research is
based on investigating
"known unknowns" —
scientists observe
something, develop a
hypothesis to be tested,
and then design
experimentsto test this. But
other experiments have a
more profound effect on our
understanding, suggesting
things we had no idea
about — the "unknown
unknowns."

Throughout the history of
science, there have been
experimentsinall themajor
disciplines that have
delivered  paradigm-
shifting or even status
guo-shattering results.
But when it comes to our
understanding of the
Universearguably no field
of science has delivered
more  results  that
fundamentally shifted our
understanding of the
universe than physics —
encompassing astronomy,
perhaps the earliest
science, particle physics,
nuclear physics,
cosmology, and quantum
mechanics. Some
experiments are performed
physically, whilecthersare
performed hypothetically
in some of history's
greatest minds.

These physics experiments
fundamentally changed
how we view the universe
and our place withiniit.
The Earth moves from the
center of the Univers

The idea that the Earth
orbits the sun along with
the rest of the planets may
not seem particularly
controversial, but the fact
that we do not occupy a
unique perspective or
privileged position in the
universe caused major
wavesinthe 1600swhen it
finally began to gain
traction.

Though the concept of a
spherical Earth revolving
around a"central fire" had
planted the seeds of
heliocentrism as early as
the 5th Century BC viathe
musings of philosophers
Philolaus and Hicetas,
something extended upon
by Aristarchus of Samos
two centuries later, from
the 2nd Century AD
scientific thought had been

dominated by the
geocentric, or Earth-
centered, theory of

Claudius Ptolemy of
Alexandria.

Thiswould be the case for
almost 1,400 yearsuntil the
publication of Nicolaus
Copernicus's De
revolutionibus orbium
coelestium libri VI or " Six
Books Concerning the

Revolutions of the
Heavenly Orbs" in 1543,
which put heliocentrism
back on the table.

It was Italian natural
philosopher, astronomer,
and mathematician Galileo
Gdlilei that would makethe
experimental steps that
saw the so-called
Copernican model of asun-
centric solar system
eventually accepted asthe
accurate version of space
at alocal scale.

In 1610, wusing his
telescope Galileo observed
the planet Venus,
discovering that it has
phases just like the moon.
Galileo reasoned that these
phases could only be
explained by Venus going
around the sun, upon
occasion passing behind
and beyond our star rather
than revolving around the
Earth.

The concept that the Earth
was not the center of the
cosmos would enrage the
church which believed it
contradicted scripture.
This led to the inquisition
process being brought
against Galileo resultingin
him being gagged against
speaking on or writing
about heliocentrism.

The nature of color:
Netwon splitslight
Though Sir Issac Newton's
laws of motion and his
contributionsto the theory
of gravity are widely
regarded as his crowning
achievements, the great
passion of the author of
PrincipiaMathematicawas
optics.

In the early 17th Century,
when optics was growing
as a field in physics with
the development of
instruments like the
microscope, Newton
decided to investigate the
nature of light, in turn
discovering how color
arises.

The experiment devised by
Newton to do this was
devilishly simple. The
physicist pushed a small
pinhole through his blinds
to alow a small beam of
sunlight through. Hefound
that when refracted by a
prism this light changed
into an oblong made up of
different colors. Newton
found that no matter the
shapeor size of theholehe
cut and thus the shape of
the beam of sunlight, the
refracted light remains an
oblong block of the same
colorsin the same order.
Even moresurprisingly, he
found that if heintroduced
a second black he could
change the rainbow back
into whitelight.

This showed white light
from the sun was made of a
miscellany of different
colors. Delving deeper till,
Newton found that red or
blue light, when refracted
by a prism, remained
unchanged.

Perhaps the  most
important discovery this
experiment yielded wasthe
fact that the angle of the
refraction of light
depended on its color, the
first hint that colorsof light
have their own frequency
and wavelength.

The concept of an atom —
the point at which matter
cannon longer be cut —
dates back to the ancient
Greeks, withtheword itself
derived from the Greek
word "atomos" meaning
"indivisible." Until 1897,
scientists believed that
atoms had no internal
structure and were the
smallest units of matter.
That was before the
discovery of a small
negatively charged particle
— the electron — hy
Joseph John Thomson.

In 1904, J.J Thomspon
suggested that these
particleswereembedded in
a positively charged

substance much like fruit
dispersed in plum pudding
in hisappropriately named
plum-pudding model of the
atom.

Thismodel was overturned
by the Geiger-Marsden
experiment, also known as
the goldfoil experiment or
the a-particle scattering
experiments, pioneered by
Ernest Rutherford and
conducted by his
protégés, Ernest Marsden
and Hans Geiger.

Firing a-particles— which
we now know areidentical
to a helium-4 nucleus —
emitted by a radioactive
source at a thin sheet of
gold foil Rutherford
reasoned that if the plum-
pudding model of the atom
was correct thesetraveling
particleswould experience
the tiniest of deflections.
Thisis due to the fact that
an a-particleisabout 7,000
timesmoremassivethan an
electron.

The 1911 experiments
showed that occasionally
a-particles experienced a
large deflection. While
only one in 20,000 alpha
particles had been
deflected 45° or more this
was enough to spark a
major rethink of the atom
and unveiled the presence
of the atomic nucleus.
Rutherford compared the
results to firing a 15-inch
shell at a sheet of tissue
paper and having it
bounce back directly at
you!

This revealed that the
majority of the matter in an
atom was concentrated at
its center. Rutherford
proposed a model of the
atom with electrons

orbiting a massive
positively charged
nucleus.

This model in time would
be overturned, but it
represented a vital step in
discovering the proton and
the neutron and unveiling
atomic structure.

For Newton, the concept
of spacewasfairly simple.
A stage upon which the
events of the Universe
simply unfold. But, over
the course of the first two
decades of the 20th
Century, Albert Einstein
would shatter the notion of
prosaic space, showing
space itself to be a player
in the events of the
Universe, both directing
the action and being
influenced by other actors
such asmass. Thisinitself
would have been
revolutionary, but Einstein
didn't stop there, he
showed time and space to
be a single entity with the
4th dimension of time just
as subject to change as
space depending on the

circumstance of the
observer.

While Einstein became a
master of the

Gedankenexperiment — or
thought experiment — to
develop the theory of
special and then general
relativity, there is one
thought experiment above
all othersthat perhaps best
exemplifies Einstein's
groundbreaking approach
totime, the so-called "twin
paradox."

The twin  paradox
expresses the idea that
"moving clocks run slow"
and the concept of time
dilation. It imagines twin
sisters — Terra and Astra
— thelatter of whom blasts
off from Earth in arocket
headed for a distant star
system. Terra waits on
Earth and from her
reference frame, she will
see Astra’'s moving clock
running slow.
InAstra'sreference frame,
it isn't her clock that is
moving, it's Terra's. That
means she sees Terra's
clock running slower than
hers. So the question is,

Vijay GarG

who is right? When the
sisters meet up again upon
Astra'sreturn to Earth after
many years, who is older
The sisters discover that
Terrahas aged while Astra
has retained her youth,
and the reason for this is
one of the key aspects of
special relativity, it only
applies to non-inertial
reference frames —
reference framesthat don't
accelerate. During Astra's
trip through the cosmos,
there are various times
when she hasto accel erate,
which also includes
changing directions.

The difference in age
between Terra and Astra
depends on factors such as
her speed, how long she
was away, and how many
times she had to change
speeds or directions.

The effect of time dilation
is no longer restricted to
thought experiments.
Physicists have measured
its effect on short-lived
called Muons. When
created by cosmic rays
hitting the  upper
atmosphere these particles
should exist for just 2.2
microseconds. Even when
factoring in time dilation
and theincredible velocity
of muons—0.98c or 98%the
speed of light—very few of
these particles should
survive long enough to
strike the surface of our
planet. But thanksto time-
dilation, just like Astra
retaining her youth, many
of these particles do
survive long enough to
reach the surface of the
planet.

The splitting of light as it
passed through a prism
was the beginning of our
investigation into this
fundamental aspect of
reality. For decades the
argument raged amongst
physicists as to whether
light was a particle or
wave. The double-slit
experiment proved light is
neither a particle, nor a
wave, but has properties of
both.

Thedouble-dlit experiment
begins with
monochromatic light —
light of one wavelength
and thus color — shining
through two slits with a
width separated by a
distance similar to its
wavelength.

As the wave passes
through both dlits, it splits
into two new waves— just
likewater waves do asthey
encounter a rock. These
two waves then interfere
with each other, where a
peak meets a trough, they
will cancel each other out
— so-called destructive
interference. However,
where a peak meets a peak
thewavesarereinforced —
constructive interference
— and the points with the
brightest light.

On a second wall behind
the screen, thelight creates
a stripy pattern, called an
interference pattern. This
demonstrates the wave
nature of light, but thereis
moreto this experiment.

If thelight sent through the
dlitsisreduced in intensity
to one photon at atime, we
see a particle-like
distribution building on the
screen. But, asthe particles
pile up, an interference
pattern begins to build up

like the photons are
interfering with
themselves.

This demonstrated that
while a photon was
detected as having the
properties of a particle,
interference unique to a
wave appeared passing
through the double-dlit,
thus revealing that the
photon has properties of a
particle and awave.
Particle wave daulity in
matter: The double-slit
experiment part 2

Physicists weren't done
with the double-slit
experiment. It had already
revealed the particle-wave
duality of light, but
researchers were
determined to run the
experiment with another
particle, replacing light
with electrons — tiny
negatively charged
fundamental particles of
matter.

Using an electron gun to
fire particles through the
double-slit portion to a
fluorescent screen or
another type of particle
detector, the electrons
seem to appear randomly.
As more electrons come
through the slits, an
interference pattern —
bands of dark "hits" and
light misses — develops
just as we see with the
photons implying that the
electronsaretraveling just
like photons do — like
waves.

This interference pattern
disappears  if the
experimentisrunagain, but
this time with one of the
slitsclosed, which leadsto
a pile-up of hits on the
screen just like we would
expect with bullets.
Re-rerunning the
experiment with both slits
open and the electrons
dripping through one at a
time we find that the
interference pattern begins
to emerge again. This
implies that like the
photons the electrons are
interfering with themselves
as they pass through the
double dlits.

The consequence of thisis
we wereforced to abandon
theclassicideaof aparticle
possessing a single
defined trajectory through
space. The particle can be
considered passing
through each dlit causing
constructive and
destructiveinterference. It
also shows that matter —
like light — exhibits
particle-wave duality.
Quantum Entanglement:
Investigating spooky
action at a distance

Any scientific
phenomenon that stunned
Albert Einstein must be
revolutionary. The concept
of entanglement istheidea
that two particles can be
linked in such a way that
changing one instantly
changes the other. But,
what troubled Einstein was
the fact that this change
would happen
instantaneously evenif the
particles are at opposite
ends of the Universe

This challenges the ideas
in physics of local realism
— the concepts that the
cause of aphysical change
must be local and that the
properties of objects are
real and exist in our
physical universe
independent of our minds.
These challenges led
Einstein to describe
entanglement as "spooky
action at a distance" and
resulted in him spending
the last years of his life
devising thought
experiments that would
show the theory of
quantum physics was
incomplete with hidden
variables explaining the
nature of entanglement.

A physical experiment
would finally validate the

non-local nature of
entanglement. Inthe 1960s
physicist, John Bell

devised atest called Bell's
Inequality to hunt for
hidden variables.

The aim was to test three
assumptions; locality,
realism, and freedom of
choice — the idea that
physicists can make
measurements  freely
without the influence of
hidden variables.
Experiments to test Bell's
Inequality have shown that

when particles are
entangled, the outcomes of
measurements are more
statistically correlated than
would be expected in non-

quantum systems
described by classical
physics.

Most physicists believe
that entanglement violates
either the first or second
principle of Bell's
Inequality. What is certain
is that a change in an
entangled particle causes
an instantaneous change
inits partner.

Therules of the subatomic
world described by
quantum physics are
weird. Scientists would
describe this as
counterintuitive and
perhaps one thought
experiment aboveall others
perfectly exemplifies this
weirdness.

In quantum mechanics, the
physics of the very small,
possible states of asystem
is determined by wave
functionsthat can overlap.
Thismeansthat aquantum
system modeled by waves
can be described as
existing in multiple states
at one time — a
superposition — with
these states collapsing
and taking a single value
when measured or forced
to interact with another

system.
Part of what is known as
the Copenhagen

interpretation of quantum
mechanics, Erwin
Schrédinger wanted to
show the flaws in this
theory and inadvertently
created one of the most
talked-about thought
experiments of all time—
Schrodinger's cat.
Schrédinger suggested
placing acat in abox with
adiabolical device— aviad
of deadly poison that
would break upon the
decay of an atomic
nucleus. Because the
decay of an atom is a
completely random
process, thereisno way of
determining if this has
happened without
opening the box.

That meant that if wetreat
the box as a quantum
system, Schrdodinger's cat
is in the ultimate
superposition — being
both dead and alive at the
same time. The situation
would only resolve upon
the opening of the box
when the wavefunction of
the system collapses and
the cat isfound to be either
dead or aive.

Planck Collaboration

The cosmic microwave
background (CMB) is
radiation left over from an
event shortly after the big
bang called "the last
scattering." This was the
point, around 14 billion
years ago, at which the
Universe had cooled
enough to allow electrons
tojoin protonsto form the
first atoms.

As a consequence of this,
photons were no longer
endlessly scattered by free
electrons and were
suddenly permitted to
freely travel the Universe.
In other words, the
Universe went from
opaque to transparent.
Radiation from this point
should have a uniform
temperature and some by

spread through the
Universe in a highly-
uniformway.

Until 1965, Bob Dickeand
his Princeton University
team had been diligently
searching for evidence of
this"cosmic fossil" frozen
into the Universe. But,
unbeknownst to them,
another team, just 50 or so
miles away in New Jersey
had already detected the
CMB, they just didn't know
it yet.

AstronomersArno Penzias

and Robert Wilson were
having problems with the
Holmdel Horn Antenna—a
microwave radio telescope
and satellite
communication system—at
Bell Labs. The duo was
attempting to use the
sensitive instrument to
search for hydrogen in the
Milky Way but they were
picking up the same buzz
from all areas of the sky.
The duo attempted to rid
themselves of this
"background noise"
severd timestryingtolimit
everything that occurred to
them that could be the
cause of this static.

This involved eliminating
badly insulated wires and
even involved crawling
into the horn-shaped
antenna to remove what
they described as "white
dielectric material"—pigeon
droppings to you and me—
left by roosting birds.
Penziasand Wilson finally
determined that the signal
was not coming from Earth.
It was only when
communicating with Dicke
at Princeton that Penzias
and Wilson realized what
they had found. After a
brief phone conversation
with the Bell Labs team,
Dicke's words to his team
said it all: "Well, boys,
we've been scooped.”
Arno Penzias and Robert
Wilson would share the
1978 Nobel Prizein Physics
for their discovery of the
CMB with Pyotr
Leonidovich Kapitsa "for
his basic inventions and
discoveries in the area of
|low-temperature physics.
We now know the CMB
fills the Universe with a
uniform temperature of 2.7
K-l ess than three degrees
above absolute zero, and
at one point bits effects
could be seen in every
living room in the U.S.
According to NASA, the
CMB was"responsiblefor
asizeable amount of static
on your television set—
well, before the days of
cable. Turnyour television
to an "in-between"
channel, and part of the
static you'll see is the
afterglow of the big bang."
The CMB revealed
conclusively that the
Universe had undergone a
period of rapid expansion
in its early history
confirming the Big Bang
model of cosmology
beyond doubt. But the
expanding Universe was
yet to deliver its greatest
blow to our understanding
of the cosmos.

What is dark energy? The
Universe is expanding...
and it'sacceleratin

At the beginning of the
20th Century, Edwin
Hubble discovered from
the observed relation
between distance and
recession velocity of
galaxies that the universe
isexpanding.

Until 1929, and the
publication of Hubble's
short paper, "A relation
between distance and
radial velocity among
extra-galactic nebulag," the
common consensus in
science was that the
universe was static and
unchanging. Albert
Einstein had even added a
factor called the
cosmological constant —
represented by the Greek
letter Lambda — into his
equations of the universe
to ensure it remained
static.

But, if this revelation was
a surprise to the scientific
community, the discovery
in 1998 that this universal
expansion is accelerating
came as acompl ete shock.
To seewhy thisis, imagine
giving aswing a push and
then watching it gradually
slow. Asit isabout to stop
suddenly it begins to

speed up again,
accelerating despite no
added force.

That's what the findings
from astronomers that
examined distant type la
supernova — known as
"standard candles"
because of how their
uniform light output makes
them excellent distance
measures — imply is
happening with the
Universe. Despite slowing
after the initial rapid
expansion of the Big Bang,
the very fabric of spaceis
again accelerating in its
expansion.

Thisled to theintroduction
of "dark energy" as a
placeholder for whatever
force is driving this
accelerating expansion.
Independently confirmed
since the initial supernova
observations, NASA now
estimates dark energy to
account for 68 percent of
the Universe's matter/
energy content.

And the effect of dark
energy is now described
by the reintroduced
cosmological constant —
still represented by lambda
rescued from the
science dustbin with anew
purpose.

Infinite Worlds:
Discovering exoplanets
For as long as humanity
has known that the stars
are bodiesjust like the sun
we have wondered about
the planetsthat could orbit
these distant stellar bodies
and if they could
potentially harbor life just
as Earth does.

Yet, despite astronomy's
long history and its status
as arguably the first
science, the discovery of
the first planet outside the
solar system — an
extrasolar planet or
exoplanet — would take
until the end of the 20th
century.

Twomajor "firsts" interms
of exoplanet discoveries
both occurred in the 1990s.
In January 1992
astronomers Dale Frail and
Aleksander Wolszczan
announced the discovery
of two rocky planetsand a
possible third orbiting a
pulsar — PSRB1257+12 —
located almost 2,000 light-
yearsfrom Earth.
Pulsarsarerapidly rotating
neutron stars and blast out
powerful radiation, meaning
thetthethreeplanetsaround PSR
B1257+12 could not possibly
uppartlife
Thediscoverieswill continue
In1995, Michd MayorandDidier
Qudoz discovered 51 Peged b
— a so-called hot Jupiter
exoplang o doetoitsgar thet
it has a scorching hot surface
temperature of 1,000-1,800
degrees Fahrenheit and
completes an orhit in just four
days

The duo, who shared the 2019
Nobd Prize in Physics for the
discovery, located the planet
using adetection method called
theradid vdoaty technique This
meesuresthetiny wobblethet an
orhiting planet causesinitshogt
da. Thetiny movement causes
adightshiftinthewavdength of
light emitted by thedr.

This makes light from the dar
redderif itistuggedaway, or bluer
if itistuggedtowardsEarth,which
agronomers can uetoinfer the
presence of aplandt.

Since the discovery of the
first exoplanet humanity
hasn't looked back. NASA's
exoplanet catalog now
numbers over 4,800
confirmed worlds beyond
the solar system — a
testament to the power of
detection methods that can
pinpoint the tiniest of
signals.
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Kolkata, (KCN):This
year the Infosys Prize
has been one by six
young researchers under
40 including two women
across the fields of
Economics, Engineering
and Computer Science,
Humanities and Social
Sciences, Life Sciences,
Mathematical Sciences,
and Physical Sciences.
And one of them is Dr
Neena Gupta, Professor
in the Theoretical
Statistics and
Mathematics Unit at the
Indian Statitical Indtitute,
Kolkata. She won the

prize for her solution to
the Zariski Cancellation
problem. This problem,
first proposed by
renowned algebraic
geometer Oscar Zariski
in 1949, has intrigued
researchers in the field

for decades.
In 2014, Prof. Gupta
demonstrated that

Asanuma' s 3-dimensional
affine variety provides a
counterexample to
Zariski’soriginal query in
positive characteristic,
marking a significant
advancementin algebraic
geometry.

The award was instituted
by Infosys Science
Foundation (1SF) in 2009.
The prize for each
category comprisesagold
medal, a citation and a
prize purse of USD
100,000.

India Game Developer Conference(IGDC)
addressed by [& B Secretary Sanjay Jaju

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):1&B Secretary
Sanjay Jgju, attended the
inaugural event of the 3-

Day India Game
Developer Conference
(IGDC), that took place
in Hyderabad from
November 13th to
15th,2024.

|&B Secretary Sanjay
Jaju delivered the
keynote address at
IGDC 2024 on the topic
- "Shaping the Future:
Insights and Vision for
the Game Industry".

In his address at the

AAP Councillor Mahesh Kninchi Wins Delhi Mayor E

NewDelhi,(KCN):Aam
Aadmi Party's Mahesh
Khinchi -- councillor
from Karol Bagh's Dev
Nagar ward -- will bethe
next Mayor of Delhi,
having won the election
by a wafer-thin margin.
Mr Khinchi, Delhi'sfirst
Dalit Mayor, got 133
votes and the BJP's
Kishan Pal 130 votesin
the election held this
evening after much chaos
and disruption that
included awalkout by the
Congress members.
AAP's Ravindra
Bhardwaj was elected
unopposed to the post of
Deputy Mayor.

BJP councilor Ms Neeta
Bisht, the opponent of Mr
Bhardwaj, a councilor
from Aman Vihar, Ward
No. 41, had withdrawn

IGDC2024, the 1&B
Secretary highlighted
WAVES as a pivotal
forum in fostering
innovation in the M&E
industry.He  stated,
"WAVES will be a key
forum to promote
discussions and
collaborationintheM&E
industry. It will bring
together industry leaders,
stakeholders, and
innovators to discuss
prospectsand challenges,
and promote trade to
India."An exclusive
presentation on WAVES

her nomination at thelast
minute.

The BJP had 120
members, but managed
to get 10 more votes. In
a statement later, the
party claimed it was a
case of cross-viting by
AAP members.
"Eight Aam Aadmi Party
councillors voting in
favour of the BJP and
two votesbeing declared
invalid is not only a

— aimed at shaping the
next eraof innovation and
bringing together industry
leaders, stakeholders &
innovators to explore
opportunitiesintheM& E
industry.l&B Secretary
Sanjay Jaju addressed a
press conference at India
Game Developer
Conference in
Hyderabad. The event
marksthe beginning of an
exciting convergence of
industry leaders,
stakeholders and
innovators exploring the
future of gaming!

¥

Vi ctory for democracy but
also abig moral defeat for
Arvind Kgriwal. Arvind
Keriwal nolonger hasthe
moral right to remain the
"AAP" convenor," the
statement read.

Mr Khinchi's tenure will
only be for five months,
with the election being
repeatedly postponed
since April. It was this
issue that caused the
walkout by the Congress,

Kupwar a(Aa5|f
Malik):On the evening
of November 13, 2024,
Boys Higher Secondary
School Hatmulla in
Kupwara district hosted
an awe-inspiring
"Astronomy  Night
Event" under the
commendableleadership
of Principal Syed
Mohammad Igbal Shah
who isalso nodal officer
of Astrophysics Labs.
This remarkable event
drew thousands of
students, educators, and
local residents eager to
experiencethe mysteries
of the cosmos firsthand.
Graced by the dignified
presence of the Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara,
the Chief Guest, the
event was formally
inaugurated with a
palpable sense of
excitement and
reverence. The Chief
Education Officer of
Kupwara, who served as
the Guest of Honour,
lauded the initiative and
commended the school's
administration for their
visionary endeavor in
hosting such an
educational milestone.
Adding adistinctiveaura
to the event was the
attendance of principals
from various higher
secondary schools both
within and beyond the
district. Their presence
underscored the
solidarity and
commitment within the
educational community
toward promoting
scientific curiosity and
academic enrichment.
Members of the civil
society and individuals
from diverse

which wanted afull one-
year tenure for the first
Dalit mayor.

Amid the chaos,
Congress's Mohammad
Khushnood and hiswife
Sabila Begum --
Councillor of
Mustafabad Ward 243)
-- resigned from the
primary membership of
the party, saying she
would vote for the AAP
candidate. While the
seven Congress
members walked out as
the voting started, she
stayed back to vote.

In her resignation |etter,
Sabila Begum said her
objection was to the
party'swalkout decision,
whichwould only benefit
the BJP.

The election, normally
held every April,

1,.

professional
backgrounds also
attended, contributing to
the event's success and
reinforcing the
significance of
collaborative learning
experiences.

One of the highlights of
the Astronomy Night
was the collaboration
with several esteemed
astrophysicslaboratories
from institutions across
the region, including
GHS Drugmulla, BHS
Mugam-e-Shahwali,
BHSS Khumriyal,
BHSS Waisa, BHSS
Haril, and BHSS
Tarathpora.  These
institutions generously
provided high-definition
telescopes, enabling
attendees to view
celestial bodies with
unparalleled clarity.
Their support elevated
the event, allowing
students and community
members to explore the
cosmos with advanced
astronomical tools
S p e c i

ection

been delayed over a
tussle between the
ruling AamAadmi Party
and the BJP, and the
new Mayor is expected
to get only afive-month
term.

The initial delay in the
election took place as
then Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal wasinjudicial
custody in the excise
policy case. Then AAP
boycotted the election
held in September after
the councillors were
frisked. That time too,
the Congress had
abstained from voting.
Therewasfurther delay
over procedural
disputes, including the
appointment of a
presiding officer by the
Lieutenant Governor.

This Trump Pick Might Spell Trouble For
Indian Techies, H-1B VlsaSeekers

Washingt o n
DC(KCN):

President-elect Donald
Trump has appointed
immigration hardliner and
close aide, Stephen
Miller, as his White
House Deputy Chief Of
Staff  for  policy.
Confirming Miller's
appointment, Vice
President-elect JD Vance
on Monday,
congratul ated the
incoming Deputy Chief
Of Staff for policy on X,
calling him "another
fantastic pick by the
president."Mr Miller was

part of the president-
elect'sfirst administration
and served as his senior
adviser and director of
speech-writing at the
White House. He was
adsoacentrd figurebehind
several of Mr Trump's

policies on immigration,
includingtheMudimtravel
ban and the 2018 family
separation palicy.

Known for his extremist
rhetoric, Mr Miller was a
frequent presence during
the president-elect's 2024

campaign, often seen
speaking at Mr Trump's
rallies. Addressing Mr
Trump's infamous
Madison Square Garden
rally in New York which
saw an attendance of
nearly 19,500 Americans,
Mr Miller told the crowd
that "America is for
Americansand Americans
only" and promised to
"restore America to the
trueAmericans’.

Last year during an
interview with the New
York Times, Mr Miller
asserted that if Mt Trump
was re-elected, his

adminigrationwouldbring
policies to restrict legal
and illegal immigration.
He also talked about
plans to  detain
undocumented

immigrants in camps
while they await
expulson.

During Trump's first
administration, Miller
helped in drafting the
Cruz-Sessions hill that
prohibited international
students with a master's
or bachelor's degree
from working in H-1B
status in the US for at
least 10 years.

acknowledgment is due

to these institutions for
their vital contributions.

The event witnessed the
enthusiastic participation
of thousands of students
from variousgovernment
and private schools of
District Kupwara,
creating an atmosphere
of curiosity and
excitement. Students,
alongside peoplefromthe
community, gazed
through telescopes at
moon, planets,
constellations, and other
celestial phenomena. The
pristine night sky was a
fortuitous setting,
amplifying thethrill of the
astronomical showcase.
In addition to telescopic
observations, the event
featured an engaging
display of astronomy-
themed models and
innovative projects
meticulously crafted by
students. These exhibits
demonstrated their grasp
of complex scientific
principlesand highlighted
the potential for future

breakthroughs in
astrophysicsamong local

youth. The event
additionally sought to
galvanize scholars into
pursuing astrophysics as
aprimary field of study,
fostering a deeper
fascination with the
celestial sciences. The
creativity and ingenuity
displayed were a
testament to the school’s
commitment to fostering
a love for science and
discovery.

The Astronomy Night
also served asaplatform
to advocate for the
establishment of a
planetarium at BHSS
Hatmulla. This proposal
was formally presented
to the Deputy
Commissioner, who
showed keen interest in
the idea, recognizing its
potential to serve as a
cornerstonefor scientific
education in the district.
With such an endeavor,
BHSS Hatmulla could
soon become abeacon of
astronomical learning,

inspiring generatl ons of
studentsand cultivating a
scientifically literate
community.

Principal Syed
Mohammad Igbal Shah
and the dedicated staff of
BHSS Hatmulla deserve
immense credit for their
meticulous planning,
leadership, and
unwavering commitment
to realizing this grand
vison. Their efforts have
set a remarkable
precedent, showcasing the
power of education to
ignite minds and inspire
dreams. Through this
event, BHSSHatmullahas
firmly establisheditself as
a nucleus of scientific
curiosity and acatalyst for
intellectud growth, leaving
alastingimpressononthe
community.
TheAstronomy Night was
not merely anevent; itwas
an educationa movement,
encouraging students to
look beyond their
immediate surroundings
and aspire for knowledge
that reaches the stars.

Allahabad High Court Grants Bail To Former
Samajwadli Party MLA Irfan Solanki InArson Case

Prayagraj(KCN): The
Allahabad High Court on
Thursday granted bail to
former Samajwadi Party
MLA Irfan Solanki but
rejected his plea seeking
astay on convictionina
2022 case of setting a
house on firein Kanpur.
A bench of JusticesRajiv
Gupta and Surendra
Singh also dismissed the
appeal of the state
government seeking
enhancement of
sentence.

Solanki had lost his
membership in the state
assembly after a special
court in Kanpur on June
7, 2024, sentenced him
and four others to seven
years of rigorous
imprisonment for setting
awoman's house on fire
in the Jajmau area.
Solanki was MLA from
Sishamau assembly seat

=
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in Kanpur.

Meanwhile, his wife
Naseem Solanki, who
has been fielded by the
Samajwadi Party for the
November 20 bypoll to
the Sishamau assembly
seat, welcomed the high
court'sdecision.

Talking to PTI over the
phone, Naseem Solanki
said the order has
increased the family's
hopefor justiceand made
it clear that her husband
is "innocent". "The
decision of the high court
iscompletely accepted.”
On the high court not
accepting the pleato stay
the sentence, she said,

"We will move the
Supreme Court to get the
sentence stayed."

"Whenever | meet people
to seek votes, they say
that my husband is
innocent and the high

court's decision has also
put its seal that Irfan is
innocent," Naseem
Solanki said.

She said the family has
faith in God and the
judiciary.

Irfan Solanki's mother
Khursheeda has also
welcomed the court's
order. The case against
Irfan Solanki isbased on
false allegations, she
claimed.

Irfan Solanki, hisyounger
brother Rizwan and three
otherswere sentenced to
seven years of rigorous
imprisonment on June 7
in connection with setting
fire to a woman's house
in an alleged bid to grab
her land.Police had
booked Solanki, his
brother Rizwan and
about four dozen others
for rioting and arson
about two years ago.
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Aruha hill turns mound of misdeeds

Jajpur (KCN): Despite
many efforts taken by
the state government to
contain rampant plunder
of minor minerals, there
has been no let-up in
illegal quarrying and
smuggling of black
stone, murram and soil
from Dharmasalatehsil
areain Jgjpur district. It
has been over a year
since the state
government established
the office of the deputy
director of Minor
Minerals department in
Jajpur district as part of
its move to curb the
smuggling.

However, thishasfailed
tostop theillega mining
and smuggling of minor
minerals. Instead, the
illegal practice,
depriving the state’s
exchequer of huge

earnings, has only
flourished over theyears.
The Jajpur district
administration  has
directed for deposit of
penalty and closure of
the quarries after mining
of black stones beyond
the permissiblelimit was
proved at Aruha black
stone mines under the
Dharmasala tehsil.
However, some
unscrupulous miners
continue to extract and
smuggle murram from
the area. The murram is
being used for the
establishment of a
crusher unit named

ass', located about
300 metres from
Tarakasuni  Primary
School in  Aruha
panchayat. Similarly, the
Jaj pur Road-Cuttack rail
routeliesat adistance of

200 metres from the
under-construction
crusher unit. Reportssaid
that there are five black
stoneminesonAruhahill
and the state government
has prepared a cluster
mining plan for the area.
However, it has
comfortably ignored the
presence of a school and
the rail route near it

H& UD Department
Monthly ULB Review Meeting

Bhubaneswar,(KCN) :
Principal Secretary of
Housing and Urban
Development (H&UD),

Smt. Usha Padhee,
chaired the monthly
review meeting of Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs)
today, focusing on the
timely completion of
ongoing urban
devel opment projects.

During the meeting, Smt.
Padhee emphasized the

importance of adheringto
strict timelinesand urged
all ULBs to respond
promptly to public
grievances, ensuring
effectiveservice delivery
and community
engagement. Senior
officidlsfromtheH& UD
Department presented
detailed updates on the

current status and
progresstimelines of key
urban initiatives,

both
and

hlghllghtmg

achievements

existing challenges.
The discussion included
identifying solutions to
overcome any
bottlenecks, with a

strong focus on
mai ntai ning momentum
in project

implementation. Smt.
Padhee reiterated the
department’s
commitment to ensuring

before preparing the

cluster mining plan. This
hasleft thelocal residents
surprised as they
questioned thewisdom of
thedistrict administration
in  permitting the
establishment of a
crusher unit which is
likely to cause deafening
noise and will lead to air
pollution in the area.

Holds

efficient urban
development and
addressing citizens'
concerns promptly.

To ensure consistent
progress, the
Department will hold
these review meetings
regularly on the second
Wednesday of each
month, enabling
continuous monitoring
and accountability for all
0ongoing projects.

NALCO Q2 FY25results:

Net Proit zooms 415% Yo¥ toRs 1062 ra

Bhubaneswar,
(KCN):National
Aluminium Company
Limited (NALCO), the
Navratna CPSE under
Ministry of Mines, Govt
of India has posted an
impressive 415 percent
growth in net profit for
the quarter ended
September 2024 at
Rs.1062 crore, compared
to Rs.206 crore achieved
during corresponding
period of last year.

According to the results
taken on record at a
meeting of the Board of
Directors in
Bhubaneswar today, the
total income of the
company during the
guarter from operations

'_’.J

stood at Rs.4001 crore,
registering 32 percent
growth over Q2 of FY
23-24, which was Rs.
3044crore.

NALCO have also

shown robust
performance in the first
half of the current
financial year witha199
percent growth in net
profit soaring to Rs. 1663
crore as against Rs.556
crore for the
corresponding period of
previous year.It may be
mentioned that NALCO
has achieved its best-
ever performance in
domestic metal sales for
the first half of the year
(H1), recording the
highest cumulative

domestic metal sales of
2,21,966 MT during this
period. Thecompany has
also announced an
interim dividend of Rs.4
per equity share (80% on
the face value of Rs.5
each) amounting to
Rs.734.65 crore for FY
2024-25.

Theresults during Q2 of
FY 25 were driven
primarily by
improvement in
operational efficiency,
higher aluminum prices
coupled with positive
domestic business
environment.

Shri Sanjay Lohiya, IAS,
Chairman-cum-
Managing Director,
NALCO, said that the

Q2 resultsis atestament
to the hard work and
dedication of our
employees, partners, and
stakeholders and the
collective ability to adapt
and navigate market
challenges. As we move
forward, wewill continue
to build on this
momentum, drive
operational excellence,
and explore new
opportunitiesto enhance
our market position, he
said. | am confident that
together, we will further
strengthen NALCO'’s
position, create more
values, and continue
delivering exceptional
results in the coming
quarters and beyond.

Apprehendlng severe
sound and air pollution,
over 100 students and
their guardians have
sought theintervention of
the district Collector,
demanding to save them
from the problem which
is likely to impact their
health and studies.
Peeved over the
development, localshave

written to the district
Collector demanding
closure of the illegal
black stone quarry and
crusher unit and
necessary action for
violation of norms. They
have also forwarded
copiesof their complaints
to the deputy director of
Minor Minerals
department, the
secretary of Steel and
Mines department and
the regional officer of
State Pollution Control
Board (SPCB) at
Kalinganagar in the
district. According to the
complaints, the district
administration is yet to
collect the penalty that
was levied on the
concerned leaseholders
following  satellite
mapping held earlier.
However, surprisingly,

thedistrict administration
has registered a certified
case against one of the
three leaseholders while
the names of two of them
have been excluded by
allegedly showing them
unduefavour. It hasbeen
alleged that thisis in
direct contravention of

the norms for
environmental clearance.
According to the

complaints, two of the
quarries BSQ-2 quarry
no-1/16-17 and 34/21-22
are Situated at a distance
of about 300 metresfrom
the primary school.
Moreover, three of the
quarries BSQ no-1
quarry no-35/21-22 and
quarry no-36/21-22 lieat
a distance of about 200
metre from the railway
line. The presence of the
quarry might endanger

therailway lineanytime
as residents expressed
concerned over its
security. Thisapart, four
stone crushing unitsare
in operation near these
quarries on plot
number2733, 2594, 2704
and 2705 for which the
students have been
seriously affected by
the deafening sound and
air pollution emanating
from the units.
Residents  Nirmal
Nayak, Harihar Sahu,
Pratap Rana, Anand
Behera, Pramod
Behera, Anam Behera,
Sahadev Rana, Mohan
Nayak, Chittarnjan Jena
and over 100 others
have demanded a
proper probeinto these
irregularitiesand sought
stringent action against
the wrongdoers.
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Find the Difference
- Small Classes

- Experienced, trained & loving teachers.
- Individual attention to each child.

- Regular meditation and yoga.

- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL

~ ADMISSION OPEN

Maharishi Public School, Baripada

S[D-NURSERY TO VIII

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

(Special discount for new admission before 13,03,

Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact :

Call-9438102188, 06792-255227
Time : 8.00 AM. to 12.00 noon

E-mail- mps.bpd(@gmail.com

Find us on

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Isuzu Motors India is
proud to announce the
launch of ISUZU D-
MAX Ambulance, that is
fully-built to A1S-125
Type C ambulance
specifications. This
pioneering ambulanceis
engineered to empower a
faster response while
providing unparalleled
reliability, safety and
comfort in patient
transportation, setting a
new standard in
emergency medical care
services. Designed for
India, with 1SUZU’s
proven technology and a
deep understanding of the
needs of healthcare
providers, the new
ISUZU D-MAX
Ambulance comes with
14 ‘Best-in-Class’
features ushering in a

new era in ‘Basic Lite
Support’ ambulances in
the country.

Commenting on the
launch, Mr. Toru
Kishimoto, Deputy
Managing Director of

Isuzu Motors India, said,
“We are excited to
present the ISUZU D-
MAX Ambulance, our
unique product designed
for the Indian market,
with 14 ‘Best-in-Class’

RELIANCE BRANDS LIMITED INKS
A JV WITH PLASTIC LEGNO SPA

Mumbai: RELIANCE
BRANDS LIMITED
(RBL) and Plastic Legno
SPA have signed a joint
venture arrangement
through which RBL will
acquire a 40% stake in
Pastic Legno SPA's toy
manufacturing business
inIndia Thisinvestment
by RBL serves a dual
purpose, bringing in
vertical integration for
RBL'’s toy business and
helping diversify the
supply chainwith along-
term strategic interest in
building toy
manufacturingin India.

Plastic Legno SPA is
owned by the Sunino
group that boasts of more
than 25 years of toy
production experiencein

Europe. The group
started it’sIndiabusiness
in 2009 out of a need to
develop a strong
production hub that
would cater to global
markets, but more
importantly to the fast
evolving and growing
Indian market.

“Keeping with our

honourable Prime
Minister's vision of
Atmanirbhar India, this
collaborationwith Plastic
Legno’sdeep experience
in world-class toy
manufacturing coupled
with our strong footingin
the global toy retail
industry would open new
doors and unparalleled
opportunities for toys
manufactured in India. It
isimperative for RBL to
build design to shelf
capability for a strategic
advantage over the
competition and to be an
accelerator in building a
robust toy manufacturing
ecosystem in India not
only for domestic
consumption but also for
global markets.” said the
spokesperson of
Reliance BrandsLimited.

RBL hasastrong play
in the Toy industry with
its portfolio of Hamleys,
theBritishtoy retailer and
homegrown toy brand —
Rowan, making RBL one
of the leading toy
distributors. Hamleys
currently has a global

footprint across 15
countrieswith 213 doors
and is India's largest
chain of toy stores.

“We are very
privileged to have RBL as
a partner in this Joint
Venture. We are
confident that Plastic
Legno’'s experience in
Toys production and
Hamley’'s commercial
outreach, will
complement one another
to enable the JV
Company to achieve
greater heights and
successes. We have
important development
plans to implement,
always in the spirit of
creating a cultural
background in this
specific sector in India.
We are ready for the
challenges of the future,
but when thereisagroup
like RBL alongside, we
are sure that together we
can do a great
development.” said Paolo
Sunino, Co-owner,
Sunino Group.

AdityaBirla Group formally launchesTMRW -aDigital Firgt
"Houseof Brands ventureintheFashion & Lifestylespace

Mumbai:Aditya Birla
Group today announced
the formal launch of its
new ‘House of Brands
entity— TMRW. This
move is in line with the
group’s strategy to
launch and back new-age
digital ventures. TMRW,
an Aditya Birla Group
venture, will create
India slargest portfolio of
disruptor brands in the
fashion & lifestyle space
and enablethenext phase
of direct to consumer
(D2C) growth in India,
which is poised to be a
$100bn market by 2025.
Over the next 3 years,
TMRW will acquire as
well as incubate 30+
innovative, customer-
obsessed brands. The
venture will also enable
multiple founders to
operate within a
synergistic ‘house of
brands' platform that
share a common vision
and shared capabilities.

Aditya Birla Group has
appointed ex Facebook
& Bain executive,
Prashanth Aluru, as the
CEO & Co-Founder to
lead the build out of this
new venture. Prashanth
will set-up animble and

agilefounding team with
the right skill sets and
capabilities. Prashanth
comes with extensive
experience in Digital &
Technology  across
strategy, growth and
investing. He also brings
to the fore rich
entrepreneurial
experience in helping
build and scale new age
venturesin Digital & E-
Commerce.

Ashish Dikshit, MD of
ABFRL said, “ The
formal launch of our
D2C business, TMRW,
is a key milestone for
the company. This
venture has the
potential to become a
significant growth
engine by tapping into
the new wave of
entrepreneurial energy
in India. Our aspiration
isto build aportfolio of
30+ brands in the next
3years. With thelaunch
of this venture, we
intend to double down
0N our oNgoing program
of strategically
attracting new pools of
capital that are seeking
investment in high-
growth businesses. We
are confident that this

foray will successfully
meet the aspirations of
digitally native
consumers and also
create long-term value
for investors and other
stakeholders.”
Prashanth Aluru, CEO
and Co-Founder,
TMRW said, “lI am
excited to embark on
this journey to build
TMRW - a long-term
enduring platform that
will be home to the
|eading disruptor brands
that provide the new
age digitally savvy
consumer what she is
looking for across
Fashion & Lifestyle.
With the backing of the
AdityaBirlaGroup and
theright profile of long-
term investors we will
bring in, we are
confident of powering
the growth of several
brandsthat shapethenext
phaseof digital commerce
growth till 2030 and
beyond. With a new age
Digital first DNA, at
TMRW, we will jointly
create an ecosystem of
the most-loved disruptor
brands partnering closely
with highly competent
founders.”

Isuzu has

features.
alwaysbeen synonymous
with trust and reliability.
The new ISUZU D-
MAX Ambulancecarries

suzu Motors India launches SUZU D-MAX Ambulance

forward these values,
offering high-quaity build
and unmatched
robustness, while
conforming to the
specifications defined

. under AIS-125 Type C

ambulance. With this
launch, Isuzu Motors
India continues to
strengthen its position as
a game changer in the
automotive industry,
delivering quality
products that are both
innovativeandtailoredto
the unique demands of
the Indian market. We
are confident that our
‘I1SUzuU D-MAX
Ambulance’ will set a
new benchmark in the
‘Basic Life Support’
ambulance category”.

Honda Motorcycle and Scooter India
registers 3, 53,188 unit sales

Gurugram: Noting a positive upward movement
during the month, Honda Motorcycle and Scooter
India today announced its sales numbers for May

2022.

The company’s total sales for the month stood at
3,53,188 with 3,20,844 domestic sales and 32,344
exports compared to the subdued market
performance for same period last year amidst
multiple lockdowns owing to impact from second

wave of pandemic.

Commenting on the sales performancein May’ 22,
Mr.Atsushi Ogata, Managing Director, President &
CEO, HondaMotorcycle & Scooter Indiasaid,” The
market is gaining back strength as disturbances in
terms of supply side are subsidingcoupled with rise
in physical presence at office and educational
institutions. The sales figures this month remain
incomparable from May’ 21 as frequent lockdowns
in wake of second wave marred the performance
during this period last year. Growth in domestic as
well asinternational trade continues to complement
each other as we approach an early monsoon.”

TVS Motor
Company registers
sales of 302,982 units

Hosur: TVS Motor
Company sales was at
302,982 units in May
2022. The year-on-year
growthisnot comparable
due to the low base of
sales in May 2021
because of the localised
lockdownimpaosed by the
Government of India
during that period.
Two-Wheeler

Total two-wheelers
salesgrew from 154,416
units in May 2021 to
287,058 units in May
2022. Domestic two-
wheeler salesgrew from
52,084 units in May
202110 191,482 unitsin
May 2022.

Motorcycle sales
grew from 125,188
units in May 2021 to
148,560 units in May
2022. Scooter sales of
the Company grew
from 19,627 units in
May 2021 to 100,665
unitsin May 2022.

The shortage in the

supply of
semiconductors has
impacted the

production and sales of

premium two-
wheelers. We are
working aggressively
with alternate sources
and taking every effort
to improve supplies at
the earliest. Some
improvement has been
seen this month. We
are optimistic that
volumes will revive to
normal levels once the
semiconductor supplies
improve.

The Company's total
exportsregistered sales
of 110,245 unitsin May
2022 asagainst 114,674
units in May 2021.
Two-wheeler exports
recorded sales of
95,576 units in May
2022 asagainst 102,332
unitsin May 2021.

Three-wheeler of the
Company grew by 28%
from 12,473 units in
May 2021 to 15,924
unitsin May 2022.

The domestic two-
wheeler sales include
TVS iQube Electric
sales of 2,637 unitsin
May 2022.

Spice Money to enable farmers to
withdraw PM-KISAN subsidy through
itsImillionAdhikari Network

New Delhi: The Government of Indiahas disbursed
PM KISANsubsidy, directly to the farmers’ bank
accounts benefitingover 10 crorefarmersand families
who have received a grant of Rs 2,000 each. Spice
Money, India's leading rural fintech with 1 million
strong Adhikari network covering 18,500 plus
pincodes, isassisting thefarmersand farmer families
residing in the heartlands of the country, to withdraw
this subsidy through AePS at their doorstep Adhikari

ITC'sSunfeast Dark Fantasy Launches®Big
Fantasies’ toignitechildren’simagination

Bhubaneswar (KCN):—
ITC Sunfeast Dark
Fantasy, one of India's
most beloved cookie
brandsknown for turning
everyday moments into
extraordinary
experiences, proudly
announces its latest
innovation-driveninitidive,
"BigFantases GiveWings
to'Your Imagination.” With
this initiative the brand
aims to ignite creativity
andimeaginationinchildren
by blending art with
technology.

This uniqueand forward-
thinking initiative was
launched at St. Joseph's
School,Bengaluru in the
presenceof children, their
parents and esteemed
guests. The event also

withessed adetailed panel
discussion on the
“Importance of Igniting a
Child’s Imagination”
featuring prominent
figures from the fields of
space exploration,
academia, psychology,
and cregtive arts. Guest
speakers for panel
discussion included
notable personalities like
Ms. Mandira Bedi,Mr
Prakasha Rao(ex-ISRO
director),Dr. Megha
Mahajan (DM-
NIMHANS) and Rev. Fr.
Rohan D'Almeida
(Principal, St. Joseph’s
school). The Panel
highlighted how
imagination is a
fundamenta aspect of a
child’s holistic

development and howit
fosters creativity &
problem-solving skills,
helping them ignite new
ideas and overcome
challenges. Mr Prakasha
Rao, ex-1SRO director
talked about the synergy
between creativity &
technology and therole of
imagination in shaping
futuregeneraions.
Commenting onthelaunch
of the new initiative, Ali
HarrisShere, COO, Bistuits
and Cakes Cludgter, Foods
Divison,ITCLimitedshered
"At ITC Sunfeast Dark
Fantasy, webdievethat the
power of fantasy and
imagination is critical for
trandformingkids lifefrom
the ordinary to something
truly extra-ordinary.

Union Bank of India signs MOU with SIDBIfor
Co-Financing arrangement of MSMES

Mumbai: Union Bank of
India today signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Small Industries
Development Bank of
India (SIDBI) for a Co-
Financing arrangement
for MSMEs. The MoU
was signed by Shri Lal
Singh, Chief General
Manager, Union Bank of
India and Shri Vivek
Kumar Malhotra, Chief

General Manager,
SIDBI. SIDBI is
country’s  principal
financial institution
engaged in the

Promotion, Financing and
Development of Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).
Under the MoU,
Union Bank of India
would consider Joint
financing/ Co-Financing
with SIDBI to Projects/
UnitsintheMSME. This
MoU would help the
Banks to increase their

customer base, while
helping the MSMEs to
meet their funding
requirements. The key
highlights of the
arrangement includejoint
identification of viable
projects and term loan
and working capital
financing to MSMEs.
Initially the arrangement
would be at specific
centers and once the
arrangement stabilizesat
these centers, more
locations would be
covered.

Speaking on the
occasion, Shri Lal Singh,
CGM (MSME), Union
Bank of India, said
“MSMEisoneof thekey
sectors of our Indian
Economy contributing to
GDP, Exports,
Manufacturing Output,
Employment, Women
Empowerment  etc.
MSME is one of the
focused areas of the
Bank and at Union Bank

of India, we aim to
become Bank of 1st
choicefor MSMEs. This
tieeupwith SIDBI aidsin
realizing the Bank’s
vision to have increased
credit flow tothe MSME
sector and extend
operational convenience
to the MSME clientele.
Under partnership, Union
Bank of Indiathroughits
Pan India branch
network can provide

general Banking
products like Current
Accounts, Savings
Accounts, Working

Capital facilities and
other related services to
the MSME Customers of
SIDBI.”

Also, speaking on the
tie-up arrangement, Shri
Vivek Kumar Malhotra,
CGM, SIDBI reiterated
SIDBI's commitment
towardstimely financing
for MSMEs across all
sectors.

Himalayan Collegeof Nursing, Jolly Grant
conducts an awar eness campaign on 'Safe

New delhi
Bureau)

Himalayan College of
Nursing, Jolly Grant,

(KCN
:The

organized an
awareness campaign at
the CHC Doiwala on
‘National Safe
Motherhood Day'.
During thisevent, aquiz
competition was held
for women to provide
them with health-
related information.

The Obstetrics and
Gynecology
Department of Swami
Rama Himalayan
University (SRHU),
Jolly Grant, hosted this
awareness program.

During this time, Dr.
K S Bhandari, the Chief
M e d i c al
Superintendent at CHC
Doiwala, mentioned
that the objective of
celebrating Safe
Motherhood Day is to

Moatherhood Day'

spread awareness
about maternal health
and care, provide high-
quality health services

to mothers, and
promote safe
childbirth.

Dr. Kamlesh Bharti
from the Obstetrics and
Gynecology
Department unveiled
the program's theme,
"Together, Let's Play
Our Role for
Respectful Motherhood
Care."

On this occasion,
students from the
Nursing College

informed the visiting
women about safe
motherhood through
plays and a poster
exhibition. Upma
George, Dr. Kanchan
Bala, Lakshmi Kumar,
Poonam Yadav also
provided information to
the women present.

Meanwhile, in Thano
village, the Community
Health Department of
Himalayan College of
Nursing conducted an
awareness campaign
on the occasion of
World Health Day.
M SC studentsinformed
people about a healthy
lifestyle through plays
and house-to-house
visits. Additionally, a
poster exhibition was
organized in the college
auditorium, displaying
topics like healthy

lifestyles, the
importance of
cleanliness, etc.
Present on the
occasion were Principal
Dr. Sanchita

Pugazandi, Dr. Kamli
Prakash, Atul Kumar,
Shobha M asih,
Chandan Kumar, John
Davidson apart from
many others.
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Tilak Varma'smaiden T20I ton

NewDelhi:Tilak Varma
smashed a scintillating
maiden T20I century to
lay a strong foundation
for India's 11-runwinthat
gives them an
unassailable 2-1 lead
heading into the fourth

and final T20l in
Johannesburg on
November 15. On

Wedneday, he forged a
blitzkrieg of apartnership
with Abhishek Sharma
(50 off 25) to maximise
the PowerPlay and then
kept going even as South
Africaattempted to push
back at the other end.
India finished on 219/6
and then withstood
whirlwind efforts from
Marco Jansen (54 off 17)
and HeinrichKlaasen (41
off 22) to secure a
narrow victory.

South Africa and
Jansen's early joy at
castling Sanju Samsonin
the first over for a duck
once again was short-
lived as Tilak, sent in at
No.3 ahead of captain
Suryakumar Yadav,
joined handswith fellow
left-hander Abhishek

Sharmato obliterate the
early overs. Tilak started
throwing his bat around
just two balls after
Samsonfell and used his
feet exceptiondly well all
through his knock.
Abhishek went after
Gerald Coetzee, picking
15 in the second over.
Just 15 came off the
next two overs before
both of them laid into
Andile Simelaneto pick
18 off the fifth over.
Both the batters took
advantage of the
relatively smaller squre
boundariesto push India
to 70/1insix overs- their
second best PowerPlay
effort against South
Africain the format.

Tilak and Abhishek
continued to sing similar
heavy metal tunes even
after the fields spread
out, even forcing
Coetzee to go full and
wide from round the
stumps. He ended up
conceding wides and
then got tonked for asix
over deep square leg of f
a no-ball. After another
expensive over, Aiden

Markram brought on | eft-
arm spinner Keshav
Maharaj who was
welcomed with asix over
long on from Abhishek.
He completed a 23-ball
50 but was stumpedinthe
same over to give South
Africa a breather.

Suryakumar Yadav fell
for 1 in the next over but
India got to the halfway
stage with 110/3. In the
company of Hardik
Pandya, Tilak brought up
his fifty in 32 deliveries
and shifted gears even
further as South Africa
picked three more
wickets. Hardik fell for 18
and Rinku Singh struggled
on hisway to a13-ball 8
but Tilak blazed away
regardiess. Hewent 4,6,4
inal6-run Mahargj over
and then carted two sixes
and a four in a 21-run
over from Coetzee. The
fast bowled finished with
figuresof 0/51in3 overs.
Debutant Ramandeep
Singh began his T20I
career with asix over the
long-on fence. Tilak
reached hiscentury inthe
penultimate over from

Lutho Sipamla that
earned India19 runsand
took them past the 200-
run mark. Jansen then
bowled a fabulous 20th
over worth just four runs
as Indiaended on 219/6.
In a bizarre turn of
events, play was
suspended for 20-odd
minutes due to flying
ants. The players went
off the field and it took
the usage of super sopper
on the pitch to get rid of
them. When play

resumed, there was fire
from both ends - Ryan
Rickleton and Reeza
Hendricks put Arshdeep
Singh and Hardik
Pandyaaway when they
went either too full or
short, but a few
deliveries from length
squared the batters up.
In one such mini-tussle,
Arshdeep had the last
laugh as he got Ryan
Rickleton to play one
onto his stumps.
Hendricks pushed South

Ten-clay trading window introduced for BBL, WBBL

NewDelhi:A trading ms
window has been
introduced for the
Women's Big Bash
League (WBBL) and the
Big Bash League (BBL),
whichwill begin after the
conclusion of both the
competitions this
summer and will bevalid
for aperiod of 10 days.

Termed the Player
Movement Window,
established 'to assist
players and clubs to
make earlier contracting
decisions, it will beopen
to the teams for 10 days
after the WBBL and
BBL finals. During this
window, the teams can:
1. Trade a player with
another club; 2. Sign a
player from another club
who is in the final year
of their current contract;
3. Trade Overseas
Player Draft positions as
part or independent of
player trades.

The trading window for
the WBBL isvalid from

December 2 (9 AM
AEDT) to December 11
(5 PM  AEDT).
Similarly, thewindow for
the BBL will begin on
January 28, 2025 at 9
AM AEDT and will end
on February 6, 2025 at 5
PM AEDT.

However, theteamswill
not be allowed to extend
contractsor re-sign their
own players during this
period. These contracts
are bound by the
contracting embargo,
and must be signed either
prior to it or after it is
lifted. The embargo

begins  after the
conclusion of both
leagues home and away
season and isexpected to
belifted in March 2025.

The teams will also be
bound by maximum list
sizes. For the WBBL a
team can have up to 8
players prior to the
window and 10 after it.
The BBL teams are
allowed up to 10 players
before the window and
12 atitscompletion. Pre-
signed overseas players,
who are contracted to
clubson multi-year deals,
will be included in the

limits.

The likes of Lizelle Lee
(Hobart Hurricanes),
Chamari Athapaththu
(Sydney  Thunder),
Sophie Devine (Perth
Scorchers), Marizanne
Kapp (Melbourne Stars),
Nadine de Klerk
(Brisbane Heat), Amelia
Kerr (Sydney Sixers) are
among the players with
mult-year contractsinthe
WBBL. IntheBBL, Finn
Allen (Scorchers), Colin
Munro (Heat), Tim
Seifert (Renegades),
Chris Jordan
(Hurricanes), Tom
Curran (Stars) have
contracts running for the
next two seasons while
Sam Billings (Thunder)
has a contract until the
end of next season.

The 10-day player
movement window will
be the only time within
theembargo period during
which the teams can
make any changes to
their list.

"The introduction of
Player Movement
Windows immediately
following the Weber
WBBL|10 and KFC
BBL |14 seasonswill add
another strategic
dimension to our
Leagues," said Alistair
Dobson, Cricket
Australia's Executive
General Manager, Big
Bash Leagues. "The
Windows will add
certainty and stability for
players and clubs at a
crucial period in thelist
management cycle.
"These new milestones

on the Big Bash
calendar will also
increase talkability
among our fans,

broadcasters and the
media as we grow our
year-round presence.
Our thanksgo to our Big
Bash clubs and the
Australian Cricketers'
Association for their
collaboration on this
project," added Dobson.

Tamim |oal eyesreturn tocompetitivecricket with NCL 720

Dhaka:Bangladesh
opener Tamim Igbal isall
set to return to
competitive cricket with
the upcoming NCL T20
tournament, scheduled
from December 1110 23.

Tamim, who is yet to |

retire from Tests and
ODls, last played
competitivecricketinthe
previousedition of Dhaka
Premier L eague,
country'straditiona listA
tournament in May this
year.

Whether Tamim, who is
regularly practicing at the
Sher-e-Bangla National
Cricket Stadium for last
coupleof days, will return
tointernational cricket or
not remains the big
guestion. More so, after
he didn't rule out the
possibility of it recently.

ﬁl-
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Hannan Sarkar, member
of national selection
panel, on Wednesday
could not confirm
whether Tamim showed
any interest to play inthe
national team but
informed the media that
he is keen to play in the
NCL T20, scheduled to
be played between
eight divisional teams
that take part in the
first-class tournament
of the country.

"Tamim Igbal had
expressed interest to
play in the upcoming
NCL T20. How many
matches he will play
and when hewill play...
westill havetimein our
hand. If Tamim plays, he
will certainly play for
Chattogram Division,"
Hannan told reporters at

+ho

National Cricket
Stadium on Wednesday.
"Everyone will have to
undergo fitness test. It
iS our primary criteria
that everyone will have
to attend the fitness
tests and there is a
benchmark. We have
given chance to some
senior cricketers even
when they failed to
touch the benchmark in
the fitness test and
because they are
senior cricketers and
they are playing in the
national cricket league.
Tamim will have to go
through this process,"
he added.

Many feelsthat Tamim
islooking to prepare for
the upcoming
Bangladesh Premier
League through the

givesindia2-1lead

—

Africaahead until Varun
CV came on and had
him stumped in the last
over of the PowerPlay.

Markram's struggles in
the format in 2024
continued as he just
couldn't put away the
spinners in the post-
PowerPlay phase.
Tristan Stubbs too got
stuck after starting off
with two foursand ended
up perishing whiletrying
to break the rut with an
attempted reverse

sweep against Axar
Patel. Markram finally
ended his struggles with
two massive sixes off
Varun, but hit one down
Ramandeep's throat at
deep mid-wicket in the
sameover toleave South
Africastruggling at 84/4
in 10 overs.

Just when it looked like
Indiawererunning away
with the game, Klaasen
stepped up like only he
can. He took down
Varun CV for three
successive sixes and a
four - while aso being
put down by Suryakumar
at cover, inasingleover.
At the other end though,
David Miller was
scratchy and fell right
when he appeared to
have middled an
expansive pull shot, only
for Axar to time hisjump
to perfection to take a
catch at deep square leg.
Jansen arrived and hit
Ravi Bishnoi for two big
sixes but the game was
still away from South
Africa's grasp as they
needed 59 off 18.
Arshdeep then bowled an

exceptional 18th over,
taking out Klaasen and
conceding just 8 runsin
it to push the game
further away from the
hosts. Jansen however,
injected lifeintothechase
by tonking 26 off Hardik
in the 19th over - with
three fours and two
sixes. 25 off 6 was then
brought down to 18 off 4
as Jansen smashed yet
another six in the last
over, but fell on the next
ball for an incredible 17-
ball 54. This was
Arshdeep's 90th T20I
wicket, surpassing Jasprit
Bumrah's tally and
becoming thejoint-second
(with  Bhuvneshwar
Kumar) onthelist of most
wicketsin the format for
India. He then closed out
the rest of the over to
catch South Africa short.
Brief Scores.India219/6in
20 overs (Tilak Varma
107*, Abhishek Sharma
50; Keshav Maharg) 2-36)
beat South Africa208/7in
20 overs (Marco Jansen
54, Heinrich Klaasen 41,
Arshdeep Singh 3-37) by
11runs

Imrul Kayesset toretirefrom
First-classcricket

Dhaka:Former
Bangladesh opener Imrul
Kayeshasannounced his
retirement from First-
class cricket.

"On November 16, | will
retire from Tests and
first-classcricket. Itisthe
most difficult and
emotional decision of my
life," Imrul saidinavideo

message on  his
Facebook page on
Wednesday

However, theleft-handed
opener will continue to
play white-ball cricket.
Imrul's last red-ball
match will beat the Sher-
e- Bangla National
Stadium from November
16 when histeam Khulna
Division takes on Dhaka
Divisoninthefifth-round
of ongoing National
Cricket League, the
country'straditional first-
class tournament.

Imrul, who last played
Test at Eden Gardensin
2019, made 1797 runsin
39 Tests at an average of

24.28.

Imrul and Tamim Iqgbal,
who put four opening pair
century stands between
them, formed a very
successful opening pair
as they added 2336 runs
in 53 innings a figure
that remains the highest
in this format for
Bangladesh. Their first-

— =

wicket  partnership
average of 45.80 is aso
the best of any
Bangladesh opening pair.
Imrul will be eyeing to
score at least 70 runsin
his last First-class game
asthat will allow himto
end his career by
breaching the 8000-run
mark.

|ndia Women to host West | ndies,
Ireland in December-January

NewDelhi:lIndia
Women's team will play
hosts to West Indies and
Ireland in white-ball
series in December and
January. West Indies
arrivefor threeODIsand
three T20Isin the second
half of December, with
the 50-over games at the
DY Patil Stadiumin Navi
Mumbai and the shortest
format in Baroda. Ireland
then play their three
ODIs in Rajkot. Both
these ODI seriesare part
of the ICC Women's
Championship.

The West Indies series
will be India's first in
T20Is since the World
Cup last month where
Harmanpreet Kaur's
team suffered an early
group-stage exit. The

- on December 15 - also
comes just four days
after India women's
team's last ODI in a
three-match tour of
Australia

Indiawill play their next
two T20Is against West
Indies on December 17

and 19 respectively,
before travelling to
Baroda for the three
ODIs on December 22,
24 and 27. The Indian
team will then start off
their 2025 with thegames
against Ireland on
January 10, 12 and 15.
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