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PRESIDENT OF INDIA GRACES 7th CONVOCATION OF BJD govt’s expire date is June
CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF HIMACHAL PRADESH

NewDelhi,(KCN): The
President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmu graced
and addressed the 7th
convocation of Central
University of Himachal
Pradesh at Dharamshala
today (May 6, 2024).

Speaking ontheoccasion,
the President said that
change is the law of
nature. But, the pace of
change was not so rapid
inthe past. Today we are
in the era of the 4th
Industrial Revolution.
New areaslikeArtificial
Intelligence, Machine
Learning are emerging
rapidly. Both the speed
and magnitude of change
are very high, due to
which technology and
required skills are
changing very quickly. At
the beginning of the 21st
century no one knew
what kind of skillspeople
would need inthe next 20
or 25 years. Similarly,
many current skills will

Odlishaweather: Mercury breaches43degreeC mark at

no longer be useful inthe
future. Therefore, we
haveto continuoudy adopt
new skills. Our focus
should be on developing
flexible minds so that the
young generation can
keep pace with the rapid
changes taking place. We
have to strengthen the
curiosity and thedesireto
learn in the students to
prepare them for facing
the challenges of the 21st
century.

Addressing the teachers,
the President said that
education should be such

that along with
educating the students,
it makes them self-
reliant and builds their
character and
personality. The aim of
education is also to
bring awarenessamong
the students about their
culture, tradition and
civilization. She stressed
that therole of teachers
isvery important inthis
regard. Their scope of
work is not limited to
teaching only, and they
have the huge
responsibility of building

seven places; thunder stormslikely over next four days

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Atleast seven placesin

Odisha Monday
recorded a maximum
temperature of 43
degree Celsius or
above.

However, thundergorms
along with rain brought
respite from the
heatwave in some
places, including
Bhubaneswar city.
According to the
evening bulletin of
Bhubaneswar
meteorological centre,
Bolangir towninwestern
Odisha recorded a
temperature of 44.5
degree Celsius and
becamethe hottest place
inthe statefor theday.

Congress, t

Chandigarh  (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN),
May 6:Punjab State
Congress president,
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring has asserted,
"The electoral
environment favours the
Congress, the only party
poised to tackle the
pervasive challenges
plaguing our state and
country." He highlighted
the failure of the Aam
Aadmi Party to deliver
on its promises, citing
rampant  insecurity
among businessmen and
the neglect of
development initiatives
despite holding 92 seats.
In a fervent campaign
held on Monday in
Faridkot, Raja Warring,
alongside S. Parminder
Singh Dimple, rallied
support for Congress's

It was followed by
Titlagarh, another town of
the Bolangir district,
which registered a
temperature of 44 degree
Cddus

The maximum
temperature at Boudh
was43.5degree Celsius,
whileit was43.4 degree
Celsius each at
Jharsuguda and
Sambd pur and 43 degree
Celsius each at
Bhawanipatna and
Bargarh.

Meanwhile,
thunderstormswith gusty
wind and rainlashed the
capitd city Bhubaneswar.
Due to the strong wind
flow, treebranchesféell in
severa placesinthecity

the on

L ok Sabhacandidate, Bibi
Amarjit Kaur Sahoke,
emphasizing the party's
commitment to addressing
pressing issues facing
Punjab and the nation.
Expressing confidence in
the selection of candidates,
Warring underscored the
importance of women's
representation, lauding
Sahoke's experience and
grassroots connectivity.
He also commended S.
Parminder Singh Dimple
for his steadfast
dedication to the party's
principles, promising him
an MLA ticket for
Faridkot in 2027.
Addressing constituentsin
Vidhan Sabha
constituency Jagraon,
RajaWarring invoked the
spirit of resilience in the
face of betrayal, urging
voters to reject turncoats

leading to road
blockades.

Fire services, Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action
Force (ODRAF) and
forest personnel
engaged to clear the
roads, an official said.

The IMD said that
thundersormswithrain
would continueinthe
state for another four
days.

Thunderstorm with
lightning accompanied
with gusty wind of
speed 40-50 kmph
would occur in the
districts of
Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar,
Balasore, Ganjam,
Gagjapati, Kandhamal,
Bhadrak, Jajpur,
Kendrapara, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Puri,
Khurda, Nayagarh,
Angul, Dhenkanal,
Kalahandi,
Nabarangpur,
Rayagadaand Koraput
May 7, predicted the
wesether office.
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and uphold thevalues of
loyalty and integrity.
Drawing parallels to
India's freedom
struggle, he urged
support for Congressas
the vanguard against
empty promisesand the
erosion of democracy.

Highlighting Congress's
tangible achievements,
Raja Warring noted

the future of the nation.

The President said that our
focus should be on ‘what
to learn” as well as ‘how
to learn’. She underlined
that when students learn
independently, without
any stress, their creativity
andimaginationtakeflight.
In that case they do not
consider education asjust
asynonym for livelihood.
Rather, they innovate,
find solutionsto problems,
and learn with curiosity.

Addressing the students,
the President said that
every person has the

Odisha CM Naveen
Slams Opposition At
Kalahandi Meeting

Bhawanipatna(K CN):
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik’s today slammed
the opposition parties
during his election
campaigning at
Bhawanipatna in
Kaahandi district. Hesaid
that the opposition |eaders
are telling lies and are
shedding crocodile tears.
He appealed the peopleto
bless the Biju Janata Dal.
The Chief Minister
appealed the people to
vote for the party
candidates for the
development of Kalahandi
and Odisha. Kalahandi
Lok Sabha candidate
Labmodar Nial, MLA
Candidates Rajendra
Dhoklia, Adhiraj
Panigrahy, Pradeep Disari,
Dibyashankar Mishra,
Pushpendra Seinghdeo,
Lalita Nayak, Manorama
Mohanty were present
during the public meeting.
Kalahandi will go for
voting on the 13th of May
inthefirst phaseelections.

ack

sghlflcmtlncreas&elnold
age pensions from the

Shagun scheme,
contrasting this with
AAP's failures and their
insendtivehandling of tragic
incidents.

In a passionate appeal,
Warring implored votersto
choose Congress over
hollow assurances,
asserting that the future of

Punjab and

potential for both good
and evil. She advised
them to keep in mind
that no matter how
difficult thestuationthey
arein, they should never
let evil dominate them.
They should awaystake
the side of good. She
urged them to make
human values ??like
compassion,
conscientiousness and
sensitivity their ideals.
She said that based on
these values, they can
live a successful and
meaningful life.

The President said that
theyouth haveimmense
potential for growth.
They are the most
important link tofulfil the
resolve of a developed
India. Therefore, they
should dedicate
themselvesto the nation.
This is not only their
human, social and moral
duty but also their duty
ascitizens.

BJD Supremo Terms BJP's C

4: PM Modi In Odlsha

Berhampur (KCN):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Monday asserted
that the expiry date of the
BJD government in
Odishais June 4, the day
the assembly election
resultswill beannounced.
Addressing his first
electionrally in the state,
Modi urged peopletogive
a chance to the BJP to
make Odishathe number
one state in the country.
In an apparent dig at BJD
president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
the prime minister said,
“OdishaneedsaCM who
understands Odia
language and culture.”
“The BJP will form a
double-engine
government here after
elections. Theexpiry date
of theBJD government is
June 4, 2024,” Modi said
at the Berhampur rally.
He also claimed that
Odishahas not benefitted
from Ayushman Bharat
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Yojana as the “BJD
government did not
implement” it in the
state.

The Centre gave Rs
10,000 crore under the
‘Jal Jeevan Mission’
scheme to Odisha but
the BJD dispensation
could not spend the
money properly.

“You have given 50
years to Congress and
25 years to BJD. Just
give five years to the
BJP. We will make
Odisha the number one

state in the country,”
Modi said at therally.
Odisha has fertile land,
mineral resources, and
seacoasts, but peopleare
still poor, he claimed.
“Wereleased avisionary
manifesto for Odisha
promisingjobsfor youths
and women and health
facilities for senior
citizens. BJPfulfilswhat
it says: Modi added.

The assembly and Lok
Sabhaelectionsin Odisha
will be held
simultaneoudly.

aim Of

Forming Govt In Odisha As ‘Daydream’

Bhubaneswar,(K CN):
The Chief Minister of
Odisha and Biju Janta
Dal (BJD) supremo,
Naveen Patnaik held
marathon campaigns in
Bhawanipatna of
Kalahandi district and
Khariar of Nuapada

district today.
After PM M odi
announced that the BJP

will formgovtin Odisha,
BJD Supremo Naveen
Patnaik has termed the
claim as a daydream of
the saffron party after
many years.

The Naveen fortress
withstood theModi wave
and Amit Shah'selection
management for the
second time running —
2014 and 2019.

In avideo, VK Pandian
is seen asking the Chief
Minister about his view
on BJP's claim of
coming to power in
Odisha.

“After so many years,
the BJP is

the per per Vagive cha

India's
democratic fabric hangs
in the balance.

Speaking about the
betraya of Ravneet Bittu,
he said, "When
Congress's contender
from Ludhiana deserted
the party at an
inopportune time, |1 was
asked by Rahul Gandhi ji
to stand against the

daydreaming,” said the
BJD president.

In another video, Pandian
also declared the exact
time frame in which
Naveen will take oath as
the CM again.

A day before yesterday,
CM Naveen Patnaik held
campaigns at Koraput,
Nabarangpur, Rayagada
and Paralakhemundi. The
campaign wasasojoined
by star campaigner
Karthik Pandian.

The party supremo and
star campaigner began
the campaign at Koraput.
After this, they visited
Nabarangpur.  After
compl eting the campaign

turncoat in this fight of
'Vafadari' and 'Gaddari'."
He cited the example of
India’s freedom fight,
which had to go on for
years because of some
traitorswithin Indians. He
added, “People who love
Punjab will vote for
Congress as against the
AAP, which promised to
bring 'Badlaav' but just
gave empty promises.”
Punjab Congresspresident
and party’scandidatefrom
Ludhiana parliamentary
congtituency RgjaWarring
saidthat the BJP candidate
Ravneet Singh Bittu was
neither a patriot nor a
nationalist, but just an
opportunist.

“Once a traitor, dways a
traitor”, heremarked about
Bittu, while adding, “if he
can betray the Congress
that gave him everything,

at Nabarangpur, the BJP
supremo visited
Rayagada. Likewise,
CM Naveen Patnaik
and Karthik Pandian
continued their
campaign at
Paralakhemundi.

It is worth mentioning
here that the state is
gearing up for the
upcoming electionwhich
will be commences in
four phasesand is set to
begin on May 13. For
the elections, all the
parties are doing their
best to appeal to people
to vote for them.

Odisha Chief Minister
and BJD supremo

he can betray the BJP
aso, which cannot give
himanything”
Addressing a series of
public meetings today,
Warring told the peopleof
Ludhiana not to get
carried away by Bittu's
false and fake claims as
he had joined the BJP
after deserting the
Congress only for his
personal ambitions.

The PCC president
observed that Bittu
mistakenly assumed that
the BJP was returning to
power at the centre and
by joining the party he
may become a minister.
“Bittu’'s  misplaced
ambitions will come
crashing down asneither
the BJP is returning to
power, nor ishe going to
win from here”, he
claimed, while

Naveen Patnaik has
urged people to vote for
‘double conch’ in the
simultaneous Lok Sabha
and assembly electionsin
the state.

The term was coined to
take on the BJP's call for
forming a‘double engine
government at the Centre
and the state. In a video
released by the BJD,
Patnaik isseen holding two
conch symbols, theparty’s
logo, on both hands,
gppedling to peopletovote
for ‘double conch’ while
exercising their franchise.
“Thistime, votefor double
conch, one for MLA and
onefor MP” Patnaik said.

enges: Raja Warring

emphasizing that he had
deserted the Congressjust
with a sdlfish interest and
not for anything else.
Warring said, if Bittu was
truly an honest person, a
patriot and anationdigt, he
would never have deserted
the Congress party to join
the BJP. He observed, it
will take BJP another
hundred years or more to
match the Congress on
patriotic and nationalistic
credential sand the number
of sacrifices it has given,
firgt for getting freedomfor
the country and then
protecting and
safeguardingit.

“If for the ambition of a
ministerial berth he can
leavethe party that picked
him from ground and
made him an MP thrice,
tomorrow he can repeat
this act of betrayal with
theBJPaswell”, hesaid.
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KITT-DU & KPIT TechnologiesAnnounce3rategic Partnership
with Launch of Co—Branded M .Tech Programme

Bhubaneswar, May
6(KCN): KIIT-DU and
KPIT Technologies Ltd.,
a global leader in
automotive software,
have announced the
signing of an MoU that
will foster a ground-
breaking partnership in
the mobility sector. This
collaboration marks the
launch of a new co-
branded M.Tech
programme focused on
Automotive Electronics
& Software, aimed at
preparing the next
generation of technology
experts.

The partnership combines
KPIT's industry-leading

PaitaLagl Ritual A

capabilitiesin automotive
technology with KIIT's
advanced educational
framework. This
initiative not only aimsto
enhance the quality of
the talent pool but also
ensures that graduates
are immedi ately
employable and capable
of contributing to
innovative research
and advancements in
the field.

The Founder of KIIT
and KISS Dr. Achyuta
Samanta expressed
his delight about the
coIIaboration, stating,
“We have a strong
mtellectual capital and
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tPuri Srimandir: Darshan Of Haly

Trinity Resricted From 6 To 10 PM Today

Puri(KCN):  Shree
Jagannath Templein Puri
will remain closed for
public darshan of the
Holy Trinity on Monday
from 6 pm to 10 pm for
the conduct of the ‘Paita
Lagi’ ritual.

According to the temple
administration, the
darshan of the deities at
the 12th century shrine
will be restricted for the
devoteesfrom 6 PM to 10
PM today owing to the
ritual whichisperformed
on ‘Baisakha-Krushna
Trayodashi tithi’.
Thiswill bethelast ‘ Paita
Lagi’ ritual of the deities
before Rath Yatra. The

secret ritua isperformed
every year before the
ChandanaYatra, sources
informed.

As ‘Paita Lagi’ is a

closed-door ritual,
Daitapati servitorswill be
dlowedinsdethe’ Garba
Gruha or sanctum
sanctorum to perform

the special service.
Daitapati servitors will
cover the body of the
Trinity with aspecial silk
cloth called ‘basunga
patta’, which is later
rubbed with sandalwood
paste. Though the
devotees cannot enter the
sanctum sanctorum of
the temple during the
ritual, they can have
darshan of other deities
on the temple premises.
According to Srimandir
servitors, the ritual is
performed twice a year.
If required, it is carried
out for another time. The
Daitapati servitors get
dividedintothree

Odisha CM’sChopper FailsToLand In Bhubaneswar DueTo
Bad Weather; Diverted To Jhar suguda

L

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik’s
helicopter was unable to
make a landing in

b

i

Bhubaneswar dueto bad
weather and was forced
to make an emergency
landing at Jharsuguda
airport today.

According to sources,
the CM and 5T chairman
V K Pandian boarded the
aircraft at Khariar. His
chopper,  however,
hovered for around 30
minutesbut failedto land
in Bhubaneswar due to
bad weather conditions
around 3:00-3:30 pm. It
wasthen diverted to Veer
Surendra Sai Airport in
Jharsuguda, from where
it took off after around
20 minutes.

“A helicopter carrying
the CM was coming

from Utkela airstrip to
Bhubaneswar. It couldn’t
land here due to strong
wind  caused by
Nor’wester activity. So
they  diverted to
Jharsuguda. However,
the weather situation in
Bhubaneswar has
improved and they have
taken off from the
Jharsugudaand may land
here anytime soon,” said
Prasanna  Pradhan,
director of Bhubaneswar
airport.

Odisha Elections 2024: Candidate with
46 criminal casesin fray in 1st phase

Bhubaneswvar,(KCN):As
many as 234 candidates
of variouspolitical parties
areinthefray for thefirst
phase of Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections in
Odisha, scheduled on
May 13. Of them, 65
contestants have criminal
cases pending against
them.

Thiswas stated inareport
which was compiled by
ADR and the Odisha
Election Watch, based on
the affidavits of the
candidates.

The report pointed out
that former mayor Shiba
Shankar Das who is
contesting as an
Independent in the
Berhampur Assembly
Assembly constituency
has the highest 46
criminal cases against
him.

In terms of educational
qualifications, four of the
candidates are illiterate,
thereport said, adding that
only 32 women

ADR

candidatesareinthefray
inthefirst phase polls.
Moreover, the richest
among the 234
candidates is BJD’s
MLA nominee Biplab
Patra from the
Digaphandi Assembly
seat. He has declared
total assets of Rs 33.36
crore.

However, two candidates
have declared that they
have no assets at all
whilethe nominee of the
Republican Party

gatiain Figr Dermiac Gl Relorms

Ramesh Jani, who is
contesting from the
Laxmipur Assembly seat
in Koraput, owns
property worth Rs 1000
only.

Addressing a presser,
Ranjan Mohanty, state
coordinator of the Odisha
Election Watch said, "As
many as 65 out of atotal
of 234 candidatesfacing
elections on May 13
have various criminal
cases. They constitute
27 per cent of the

contestants in the fray of
the first phase polls in
Odisha. As many as 48
out of the 65 candidates
have serious criminal
cases.”

Mohanty added that in
terms of assets, BJD's
Biplab Patra  of
Digapahandi has assets
worth over Rs 33 crore,
followed by his party’s
candidate Bikram Panda
in Ganjam with declared
assets of Rs 15 crore.
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professionals.”
Echoing the sentiment,
Co-founder, CEO, and
KPIT
Ltd
Patil
the
the

Technologies

highlighted

uniqueness of
partnership. “The tie-
up with KIIT-DU is
novel and unique of its
kind for KPIT in India.
We are focused on
developing the next
generation of automotive
technology professionals

I

AV

and are excited toimpart
training among the K11 T-
DU students.”

Vice Chancellor of KIIT-
DU Prof. Saranjit Singh
also remarked on the
significance of the
industry-academia
collaboration. “The
Automotive Industry and
Software Technology is
changing the face of the
world. There is a fast-
growing demand for a
market-ready
workforce, and industry
and academia must
work closely together to
develop quality tech
talents,” he said.
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The changing dynamics of forests, natural
resources, tribals and our shared future

Indiahasarich diversity
of various ethnic groups
and tribal communities,
along the length and
breadth of the nation.
They have been a part of
India's rich heritage of
her unique socio-cultural
diversity and richness,
higtory, indigenousart and
technology, ethnography
and cultural connectivity.
Unfortunately, bothin pre
and post independent
India, our tribal
communities have been
kept isolated, neglected
and heavily marginalized.
We have grossly
neglected their socio-
cultural heritage and
economic upliftment over
centuries. Whiletoday, as
the world's largest
democracy with highest
globa population; severa
indigenous tribes across
India have been pushed
towards extinction.
Many of the
constitutionally
recognized primitive
tribes are amost slowly
becoming non-existent.
Very littleeffort hasbeen
taken to protect their
unique cultures, vanishing
languages, life style and
habits, indigenous
knowledge and
experiences as well as
their livelihood.

Tribal communities
across India have been
the protector of our vast
forest resources and yet
for this monumental
ecological service they
have been rewarded only
with abject poverty,
ruthless exploitation,

complete isolation and
subsequent
marginalization of the
tribal communitiesacross
the nation. As fellow
citizens of this country
we should be ashamed of
the fact that tribals have
been denied of their
ancestral rights of the
local forest and natural
resources, displaced
from their ancestral
habitats due to various
infrastructural projects
and ruthlessly
discriminated and
exploited for commercial
expansion of agriculture
and industry. Today many
of them live below the
poverty line, suffer from
mal nourishment, poor
immunity and several
communicable diseases
and unimaginably poor
income for survival.
There are extreme
challenges of increasing
illiteracy, failing birthand
maternity rates, life
expectancy much below
thenational average, zero
accessibility to electricity,
safe drinking water,
immuni zation and health
camps, primary health
and education centres,
ration shops as well as
access to any
government projects for
economic support and
development. Whilelndia
is occupying a global
central stage, our fellow
tribal citizens are forced
towards a painful life
with very little hope,
opportunity and security
congdtitutionally grantedto
them. It's a great shame
for all of us. Not just the
Government of India, but
we as fellow citizens
have collectively failed
them over centuries and
decades. However, this
issimply not just the case
of India; but a picture

portrayed for the entire
world.

We haveturned loyalists
to establishment and
turned blind eye to the
degradation of the forest
ecosystem which was
not only the basis of our
life support system but
also provided social
recognition. The recent
Global Forest Watch
report reveals that the
great country which we
call India has lost
4,14,000 hectares of
humid primary forest
(6%) from 2002 to 2023,
making up 18% of itstotal
tree cover loss in the
same period. |Is this not
shocking that it all
happened under the
vigilant eyesof our great
grand service called
"Indian Forest Service"'?
The dataisvery clear in
itself which speaks that
95% of the tree cover
lossinIndiafrom2013to
2023 occurred within
natural forests. The
maximum tree cover 10ss
of 189,000 hectares
occurred in the year
2017. The country lost
175,000 hectares of tree
cover in 2016 and
144,000 hectaresin 2023,
the highest in the last six
yearsand shockingly five
states accounted for 60%
of all tree cover loss
between 2001 and 2023.
Can't we foresters be
held responsible for the
loss of forest cover?
Can't we be held
responsible for
prostrating before the
political bossesor aigning
with a policy change
which led to the great
decline of irretrievable
national treasure? This
has also been estimated
that on an average, 51
million tons of CO2
equivalents per year

G oy Tec =
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were released into the
atmosphere asaresult of
tree cover lossin India

It is a matter of great
concern. It's also not
known as to why the
rulers didn't take any
corrective action to save
the forest and nature as
a whole. Of course the
officers and other
officials are also
responsible. Yesit'saso
true that because of loss
of trees, carbon dioxide
to the maximum degree
isbeing released whichis
not good for theuniverse.
Mother Nature should be
protected at any cost.
Environmental
degradation is also a
matter of great concern.
We experience the
temperature crossing 41-
450 degrees at many
places. Planting trees
and maintaining water
bodies are the only
solution and also the need
of the hour. Awareness
among our people
particularly with youths
must be created.
Awareness amongst the
masses is the only

| Sa_ikat Kumar Basu

solution; and every
individual will have to
reduce the consumption
and try to live frugally.
We can till be hopeful,
if young peopleare made
aware that we all arein
danger. The tribals not
only live with nature but
also worship nature.
Even now they try to
protect nature but the
peoplewith power do all
the damage. Awareness
among the masses is the
only powerful solution.
Most importantly the
government has to
implement and enforce
conservation of nature.
Natural and age old
forestsarevery important
and manmade/cultivated
forests cannot replace
them. Alsoblindly planting
trees in arid zones and
Aravalli rangewill deplete
the water table and could
be disastrous. In
democracy human centric
development to appease
voters will play a role.
Awareness amongst the
masses might help! Green
credit palicy is the back
door entry to give away

huge forest land to
industrial houses. The
biggest scam ever

Recently, the Telangana
High court reversed it's
own order and gave away
106.3 acres of forest land
to some Mr Qasim.
Fortunately, the Supreme
Court on Thursday not
only set aside the high
court verdict declaring
106.34 acreforest landin
Warangal district as
private  but also
reprimanded HC for
“gracioudy gifting” ittoa
private person who could
not prove histitle. Some
of the forest officers
were also named to be
equally complicit in the
process. | often reiterate
during my lectures that
Forests don't need us but
we need them for our
survival. Today SC also
said the same but in a
different way. The court
observed, "There is a
crying need for a change
in the approach towards
forests. The need of the
hour isto transform from
an  anthropocentric
(believing humans are
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most important) approach

to an eco-centric
approach which will
encompass a wider
perspectiveintheinterest
of the environment. A
right to enjoy cannot be
restricted to any specific
group, and so also to
human beings. The time
has come for mankind to
live sustainably and
respect the rights of
rivers, lakes, beaches,
estuaries, ridges, trees,
mountains, seasand air. It
is imperative to do so as
thereisalwaysaconstant

threat to forestsduetothe
ever increasing
population.”

Have we ever thought
that why does the
Government of India not
takegreen accountinginto
its budget formulation?
Various estimates show
that global land use
changes between 1997-
2011 have resulted in a
loss of ecosystem
services worth US$ 4.3
trillionto US$ 20.2trillion
per year. In 2016, WWF,
Indiapublished astudy on
valuing the ecosystem

services at the Terai
region of Uttarakhand. It
gives an objective
approach towards
valuation of relevant
ecosystem services at a
landscape level. The
study revealsthat thetotal
value of the nine
ecosystem servicesis 19
% higher than the total
income of the region, as
per Census 2001. It
means that if these
services are used for
economic benefit, the
local community should
be compensated by at
least 19 % of the total
economic output value of
thelandscape. Thegrowth
rate may also comedown
substantially on account of
environmental
degradation despite our
lofty claimsof growing at
a rate of more than 8%
per annum. Now the
situation has gone from
bad to worse. Maximum
destruction of natural
resources hastaken place
in the last ten years. The
US government is
imposing carbon tax on
our upcoming rather
faster growing steel
industry through Europe.
Americans are using
Europeto put embargo on
our fastest growing
economy. We both have
to drink deep. They are
doing many thingsin the
garb of something that is
understood by the
innocent mass of people
as philanthropic work. If
you calculate GDP with
green accounting at the
current inflation rate, this
must be around 1-2%.
Apt 6--,409
43 Sreet South,
Lethbridge,Alberta,
Canada, T1J4B3
Email:
sakat basu@dumni ulehca
The Author isa
Canada based indian
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Linguistic dominancein thedigital world

Vijay Garg

1

LA;*.

Language is one of the
basic needs of a person,
justlikefood, clothing and
shelter. A person's first
language is a powerful
mediumfor expanding his
ethnic identity and his
inner potential.
Therefore, the greatest
expression of a person's
potential isin hismother
tongue. Obvioudly, in a
multilingual country like
India, accepting the
decline of minority
languages ??is
tantamount to hindering
the expansion of the
fundamental potential of
the peopleand preventing
the development of the
comprehensive potential
of the nation.As it is.
Although the debate
about linguistic minority
and mgjority in Indiais

old, the policiesmadeon
the ground all revolved
around English.
Therefore, the
dominance of English
increased in areas like
policy-making,
compliance mentality,
teaching, research and
employment. Indian
languages ??have had to
become secondary. The
harmit caused in general
contexts was yet to be
evaluated, but due to the
same reasons, the harm
that Indian languages
??and their variants are
causing to their native
speakers in digital
contexts today, and It is
more frightening than
before. If sensitivity
towards the languages
??0f the country had
been shown in the
process of nation-
building, Indianlanguages
?2would have been in a
better positioninthefight
against English and the
new threats looming on
them in today's era of
artificial intelligence
would have been
relatively less. Keep in
mind that the framers of
our Constitution were

conscious of this and to
protect the interests of
linguistic minorities, the
right of citizenslivingin
any part of India to
preserve their distinct
language, script or
culture is guaranteed
through Article 29
(1).Article 29(2)
provides for the right to
admission to any
educational institution
receiving aid from State
funds and Article 30(1)
provides for the right of
al minorities, including
language minorities, to
establish and maintain
educational institutionsof
their choice. Went. It
wasalso assured through
Article1(3) of the United
Nations Charter that
human rights and
fundamental freedoms
and dignity will be
promoted without any
linguigticdiscriminationin
global affairs. Today
India'shuge population, it
includes smartphones
The sheer number of
users, their internet
consumption and the
presence of citizens as
content creators on
social media is

unprecedented and
numerically decisive at
the global level, but
despiteall this, thedigital
potential of Indian
languages ??is
secondary. That is why
we have made it our
priority to keep languages
??secondary. That is
why despite having the
highest position in the
global population, our
languages ??are not seen
indigital productsin that
quantity. Internet Society
Foundation's May
2023According to
statistics, English is the
language of fifty-five
percent of the websites
asmedium of web pages,
followed by Spanish,
whichisonly five percent.
There is no mention of
any Indian language in
the top ten languages
??0f thislist. The matter
does not end here,
because on this
foundation linguistic
ability develops in
artificial intelligence.
Here it is important to
understand the pace of
acceptance of artificial
intelligence. It took only
two months for artificial

intelligence tool
'ChatGPT' to reach its
100 million subscribers,
wheresasit took only two
months to reach this
number.Other Internet
products, such as Twitter,
took five years and five
months, Facebook four
years and six months,
WhatsApp three years
and  six months,
Instagram two years and
six months, Google one
year and two monthsand
TikTok nine months.
Were engaged. It is
worth noting that in this
situation, Indian
languages ??are
secondary, but being the
largest in numbers,
Indian consumersarethe
primary ones, who have
to accept the priority of
English over their own
languages. In such a
situation, our situationis
like that of laborers
without any wages. this
global Whenthereareno
languages ??isted in the
Eighth Schedule of our
Constitution in
competition, then what
will be the status of
minority languages ??can
be easily guessed. As

such, they should not be
expected to be a priority
even in the emerging
market unless the
government effectively
intervenesin the process
of free exploitation of
personal digital data.
Interestingly, artificial
intelligence companies
have increased their
capabilities due to the
digital activitiesof Indian
consumers and now
when the products are
made, their customers
also do the same.These
are being made. Many
companies have even
started selling their
products based on
artificid intelligence. The
other side of thisis that
due to English being the
natural language of the
digital fecilitiesavailable,
the possibility of
exploitation of the
common man in the
country, who only knows
his own language, is
increasing. For example,
money  transaction
through UPI is like a
revolution in the country
and it has become
popular even in remote
rural markets. On the

other hand, under Jan
Dhan Yojana, a very
large section of the
society has Dbeen
connected to the banking
system, which was
hardly possible before
this.Have you ever gone
to the bank? Use of both
'UPI" and smartphone is
a new thing for these
people. In such a
situation, the dominance
of English in mobile
operating systemsand the
absence of minority
languages ?7is also
becoming afactor in the
expansion of cyber crime.
AccordingtotheNational
Crime Records Bureau,
65,893 cases of cyber
crime were registered in
the year 2022, which is
24.4 percent morethanin
2021. Most of these cases
are related to online
shopping, ATM and OTP
based banking frauds. In
this way the digital
absence of Indian
languages Thishasfurther
increased the morale of
vicious criminals. Now
languageisbeing used not
only for communication
with family and society,
but also for giving

instructions to machines.
All theseare undoubtedly
dominated by English, but
now the market has
started adding many
Indian languages ?7n its
second phase of
expansion. On the other
hand, the Government of
Indiahas started work on
a plan to develop the
digital potential of Indian
languages ??through
artificia intelligencebas=d
language processing tool
'‘Bhasini'. But there is a
need for this. that itsspeed
and Both the quantities
should be increased, so
that maximum Indian
languages 7??can be
connected to artificial
intelligenceintime. Also,
people can be made
aware, otherwise
thousands of languages
?7?0f the country will face
untimely extinction. Also,
their culturd heritage, the
many shadesof diversity
of the country and most
importantly, the right of
an individual to live a
digital life in his own
languagewill also belost
forever.

Educational
Columnist Malout




Editorial

The inaccessibility of
education, health, and
employment services
poses significant
challenges for persons
with  disabilities,
impacting their livesin
multifaceted ways. Mere
sentiments of equality
areinsufficient tofoster
a just and equitable
society. The National
Education Policy 2020
(NEP 2020) in India
srivesforinclusveand
equitable learning
opportunities for all,
aligning with Goal 4
(SDG14) of the 2030
Global Agenda for
Sustainable
Development.
Recognizing education
asafundamentd tool for
social justice and
equality, the NEP 2020
underscores the
importanceof inclusive
education as the
cornerstone of an
inclusvecommunity and
SOCiety.

Unlike previous
decades, where
disability issues were
often neglected, theNEP
2020 advocatesfor the
inclusonof personswith
disabilities by the
provisonsoutlinedinthe

Rightsof Personswith
Disabilities(RPwWD)At,
2016. It integrates
aspects of disability
inclusionthroughout the
policy, with adedicated
chapter addressing the
challenges and
recommendations for
ensuring equitableand
inclusive education.
Under thepalicy, Socio-
Economically
Disadvantaged Groups
(SDGs) encompass
various identities,
including disabilities,
aiming to reduce
disparitiesinaccessand
participation among all
learners.

Disabilities can
significantly hinder
access to educational
opportunities and the
redizationof learners full
potential. The policy
advocatesfor abarrier-
free teaching and
learning environment thet
accommodatesdiverse
learning styles and
abilities. It emphasizes
the importance of
resourcing educational
institutions, engaging
specia educators, and
providing modifications
and accommodationsin
curricula, teaching
methods, assessments,
and co-curricular
activities. By prioritizing
equitable, inclusive, and
quality education, the
policy aimsto enhance
learning outcomes for
learnerswith disabilities.
However, despite its
intentions, the NEP

2020 presents a
somewhat contradictory
stance. Whilepromoting
the creation of an
inclusive educational
sysem, itfalstocriticaly
examine  existing
practicesthat perpetuate
theexclusion of learners
with disabilities. Rigid
curricula, inaccessible
learning resources, and
attitudinal barriers
persist, limiting the
achievementsof learners
with disabilities. The
policy appears to
addressdisability within
theframework of medica
modelsand rehabilitative
approaches, neglecting
systemicinequditiesand
intersectional identities
that contribute to
excluson.
Thereisanurgent need
to reconceptualize
disability asanidentity
and form of diversity
rather than a deficit.
Policies must move
beyond superficial
modifications and
address entrenched
ableist practices that
margindizepersonswith
disabilities. Inthelndian
context, incluson should
extend beyond
assimilationto embrace
multiculturalism and
pluralism. However, as
long aspoliciesremain
rootedinmedica notions
of normality, true
inclusion will remain
dusve

Moreover, it'scrucia to
acknowledgethe stigma
faced by individuaswith

invisible disabilities.
Their plight is often
exacerbated by thelack
of visibleimpairments,
makingit chalengingto
garner recognition and
support. Conditionslike
Multiple Sclerosis not
only present physical
challenges but also
affect individuals
mentally and
intellectually,
compounding their
strugglesfor acceptance
and accommodeation.

On an international
level, advocacy against
discrimination based on
conditionslikeleprosy
has gained momentum.
The adoption of the
U.N. Generd Assembly
Resolution on the
elimination of
discrimination against
persons affected by
leprosy and their
familiesunderscoresthe
global commitment to
combating stigmaand
ensuring equa rightsfor
dlindividuds, regardiess
of their hedlth status.

In 2016, with the
enactment of theRights
of Persons with
Disabilities (RPwD)
Act, the Indian
Parliament explicitly
recognized leprosy as
one of the specified
disabilities. Alongside
prohibiting
discrimination, theAct
also mandated
affirmative action in
favour of leprosy-cured
persons. Despite this
legislative mandate,

many states persist in
enforcing
disgudificationsagainst
leprosy  patients,
indudingthosewho have
been cured, fromholding
public offices and
engaging in effective
socio-political
interactions.

However, itisimperative
to acknowledge the
l[imitations of
conventional legal
frameworks in
addressing deeply
entrenched structural
discrimination,
stereotypes, and stigma
against vulnerable
groups like leprosy
patients. With its
doctrines, standards,
and principles, the
traditional law model
often falls short in
probing into the
complexities of socio-
political discrimination.
Thus, relying solely on
conventional legal
reasoningisinsufficient
to combat systemic
discrimination.

Firgtly, disability-based
discrimination permegtes
socio-political
structures, yet it often
eludes detection by
conventional legal
standards. The
multifaceted nature of
thisdiscriminationandits
deep entrenchment in
societal norms make it
challenging to resolve
through traditional legal
means. Disability-based
discrimination is not
confined to isolated
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Resolving Disability Discrimination; Innovations in Law and Society

Prof (Dr.) SN Tripathy

incidents but iswoven
into thefabric of socia
and political
frameworks, making it
difficult to dismantle
throughtraditional legal
avenuesaone.

Secondly, when actsor
omissions exacerbate
discrimination, thelaw
must scrutinize the
connection between
these actions and the
overarching
phenomenon of
disability-based
discrimination. Legal
frameworks need to
assess the impact of
discriminatory practices
onindividuals physical
and mental well-being
and their ability to
participate fully in
society. Evaluating this
connectioniscrucid for
devising appropriate
remedies to address
discrimination

effectively.
Thirdly, itisessentia to
recognize the

interconnectedness of
discriminatory acts or
omissionswith broader
patterns of disability-
based discrimination.
This entails
acknowledging the
nuanced and complex
nature of disability-
based discrimination
within its structural,
cultural, and personal
contexts. Conventional
legal frameworks must
evolve to recognize a
general duty of non-
discrimination on the
state, drawing upon

internationa obligations
such as the U.N.
Convention on the
Rights of Personswith
Disahilities(UNCRPD).
Considering these
challenges, several
suggestions can be
proposed to resolve
disability-based
discrimination more
effectively:

Innovate Legal
Frameworks: Thereisa
pressing needtoinnovate
legal frameworks to
addressthecomplexities
of disability-based
discrimination better.
This may involve
developing new legal
doctrines, standards,
and principlesthat can
effectively captureand
address the nuances of
discriminationinall its
forms

Strengthen International
Obligations: India's
commitment to
international treaties
such as the UNCRPD
should bereinforced to
bolster the legal
protection of persons
with disabilities. The
state can enhance its
efforts to combat
disability-based
discrimination by
aligning domestic laws

with international
standards.

Promote Public
Awareness and

Education: Efforts to
combeat disability-based
discrimination should
extend beyond legal
measures to include
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public awareness
campaigns and
educational initiatives.
By fostering greater
understanding and
empathy  towards
personswith disabilities,
society can work
towards dismantling
discriminatory attitudes
and practices.
Inconclusion, whilethe
NEP 2020 representsa
step towards inclusive
education, its efficacy
hinges on addressing
sysemicinequditiesand
embracing a holistic
understanding  of
disability. Trueincluson
requires challenging
ableist norms,
cdebraingdiversty,and
prioritizingtherightsand
dignity of dl individuas,
including those with
disabilities.
Resolving disability-
based discrimination
requires a concerted
effort toinnovatelegal
frameworks, strengthen
internationa obligations,
and promote public
awareness and
education. By adopting
amultifaceted gpproach,
Indiacantakesgnificant
stridestowardscreating
a more inclusive and
equitablesociety for al
individuds, regardiessof
their abilities.
Former Professor of
Economics, Gokhale
Institute of Politics
and Economics,
Pune, currently at
Berhampur, Odisha

Timeto curb fake videosin

Vivek Shukla

The ongoing Lok

Sabha  election
campaign has
suddenly taken avery
ugly turn after afake
video involving
Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
has surfaced
Accusations and
counter-accusations
are common during
campaignsand arenot
considered harmful.
However, it is
unacceptablefor any
one or political party
to resort to using
‘deep fake’
technology torelease
fake videos against
their opponents in
order to win
elections.
Intherecent case, the
country's Home
Minister, Amit Shah,
he has become a
victim of ‘deepfake
technology. Amit
Shah had delivered a
speech at a BJP
election rally in

Siddipet, Medak
district of Telangana
on last April 25. The
video of this speech
was allegedly
tampered with and
shared on social
media. Fact checks
have proven this

video to be
completely fake.

In this fake video,
Amit Shah is
allegedly seen
announcing the
abolishment of
reservations for

Scheduled Castes
(SC), Scheduled
Tribes (ST), and
Other Backward
Classes(OBC). Now,
imagine if someone
could actualy abolish
the reservations
provided to the
above-mentioned
classes in the
country? It is an
impossiblething.

Inredlity, anoldvideo
of Amit Shah has
been edited, inwhich
he was talking about
ending Muslim
reservations. In this
origina video, ST and
ST havebeenaddedin
place of Muslim.
However, the
guestion arises as to

how itispossiblethat
the fake video looks
exactly like the real
one? Fake videos are
created with the help
of software. As we
know, the use of
machinelearning and
artificial intelligence
toolshasincreasedin
the market these days.

In thistechnology, the
tone and voice of a
person are captured
with the help of
machine learning. In
fact, with the help of
new technology, the
face of a person who
IS not even a part of
that videoisfitted into
thevideo. Itisdifficult
to tell the difference
between real and fake
inavideo manipulated
through this
technique.

Whoever leader or
political party created
and released fake
videos showing Amit
Shah announcing the
abolishment of
reservations, how
serious an act they
have committed to
spread hatred in
society. Obviously,
based on the
complaint of the
Ministry of Home

Affairs, the Delhi
Police is taking
action against the
mischievous
elementsinvolvedin
this case. The Delhi
Police has also
summoned some
other  Congress
leaders of the state
including Telangana
Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for
guestioning. It seems
that the strings of this
whole matter are
spread far and wide.
Ahmedabad Police
has arrested two
people. Earlier,
Assam Police had
also arrested aperson
inthisregard.

A complaint hasbeen
lodged by Prateek
Karpe, an office

bearer of BJP's
Mumbai unit, at
Bandra Kurla
Complex (BKC)
Cyber Police
Station. The
complaint statesthat
a deepfake video of
Amit Shah was

created, posted, and
shared on the
internet, with the
intention of
defaming BJP leader
Amit Shah. The

complainant also
requested the police
to immediately
remove the fake
video and register a
case against those
accused who
alegedly shareditto
create enmity and
hatred among various
castes. On the basis
of the complaint, a
case has Dbeen
registered against the
social media handle
of MaharashtraYouth
Congress and 16
others under various
sectionsof IPCand I T
Act at Bandra-Kurla
Cyber Police Station
inMumbai.
Understand onething;
if strict action is not
taken against those
who defame their
opponents  with
deepfake or any other
technology, then the
situation will start
getting out of
control. Love and
harmony will end
among different
sections of the
society.
Sometimeago, afake
(morphed video) of
famous actress and
‘Animal’ film heroine
RashmikaMandanna

went vira, in which
Rashmikasfacewas
superimposed on a
girl's face using
technology. The
‘Animal’ actress was
quite upset after this
video went viral.
Later, Amitabh
Bachchan alsoraised
his voice in support
of Rashmika
Mandanna

Amit Shah isatop
|eader of the BJP and
the game that has
been played withhim
can not be justified.
BJP leaders have
started saying that till
some time ago the
opposition used to
make only verbal
allegations against
the ruling party, but
now somepartiesand
their leaders are
resorting to
technology to malign
the leaders of BJP.
They have started
conspiring to defame
the top leaders of
BJP. The most recent
exampleof thisisthe
case of deepfake
against Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.
In the ongoing Lok
Sabha  election
campaign, it is aso

elections

being said on a very
large scale that the
BJP will end the
Constitution of the
country. Can anyone
change the
Constitution of India
under the watchful
eyes of Babasaheb
Ambedkar? It is
impossible. The
entire country
considers Babasaheb
asitsideal and draws
inspiration from him.
Therefore, it should
not be alleged that if
BJP comes to power
forathirdterm, thenits
intention is to change
the Constitution and
endreservationinjobs
and  educational
indtitutions.

Of course,
technological
devel opment hastaken
place rapidly in the
world in the last few
decades. The
increasing use of
digital platforms has
made life easier and
fagter, but adong with
this benefit, some
seriousrisksrelated to
cyber security aredso
coming to the fore.
With the boundless
nature of cyberspace,
the threats associated

withit, andthedecatful
methods and tools of
cyber criminals, the
trend of cyber atacksis
constantly changing.
Apart from this,
terrorism and
fundamentalism are
aso finding shelter in
cyberspace. As Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi said,
“Cybersecurity is no
longer limited to the
digital world. It has
become a matter of
national security.”
Cyberspace  has
become the new
battleground. For the
time being, the
government will have
to take strict action
against those
elements that are
using deep fake
technology to disrupt
the country and
society. Meanwhile,
oneonly hopethat the
authorities
concerned would
curb the menace of
deep fake videos
sooner rather than
later with an iron
hand.
TheAuthor Isa
Delhi based
columnist and
former Editor
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Mega" Bhagwat Gita path" session with 20000 pluspeopl€e' sparticipation

organised at famed Srl Krlshna(Kantajlu ) Templeof Bangladesh

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY) First ever mega
"Bhagwat Gita path"
session was organised in
Kantjiu temple premises
in Bangladesh on
Saturday, 27thApril 2024
where more than 20000
people participated to
read and recite Holy
scripture of Hindus
"Bhagwat Gita" together.
Historically important
Kantjiu temple is in
Kaharol upazila of
Dinajpur district, in
Northern part of
Bangladesh. The temple
is dedicated to Bhagwan
Sri Krishna and his
consort Rukmini devi
.The program " Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita Path" in
2024 A.D. wasorganized
by the Rangpur Division
Holy Vedas and Srimad
Bhagavad Gita Shikhadan

Sangh.

Bangladesh's Minister of
Land Shri Narayan
Chandra Chanda was
Chief Guest of the
program and inagurated

the program" Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita Path" in
2024 A.D. .The Land
Minister Shri Narayan
Chandra Chanda
hoisted national flag of
Bangladesh in presence
of Mukti Yodha and
Ekushey Padak
awardee Shri
Monoranjan Ghosal and
others.

Thiswasfollowed up by
Lamp lighting and
installation of Srimad
Bhagavad Gita .It was
followed up by Dhvaja
( Hindu religious flag )
hoisting and Veda
Mantra reading, Surya
Namaskar and Holy
Veda Mantra reading
session . Then the
Sankhadhvani  and
Uludhvani
(congregational) phase
followed by the main
phase of Srimad
Bhagavadgitareadingin
collectivevoice. Earlier,
the Land Minister visited
the temple complex and
visted theKanjiutemple

-bui lding.

Bangladesh's Lands
Minister Shri Narayan

Chandra Chanda said
"Bangladeshisacountry
which has tradition of
communal harmony.
Bangladesh  gained
independence under the
leadership of the Father
of the Nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Our
constitution is the flag
bearer of secularism.”

Bangladesh Land
Minister Shri Narayan

Spre HeppinessFoundeion ot Thriling TeanisBall Cricke Tournament i Punean
heOccason OftheManarast raStaeFo fmation Dayand LabourDay

Pune,(KCN)- The
Spread Happiness
Foundation proudly
announces the successful
completion of its tennis
ball cricket tournament,
held at the picturesque
Ahilya Ashram School
Ground in Pune. The
event witnessed spirited
participation from 12
teamshailing fromvarious
partsof Pune, makingita
memorable and exciting
affair for al involved.

Amidst cheers and
applause, teams
showcased their
cricketing  prowess,

displaying remarkable
skill and sportsmanship
throughout the
tournament. From nail-

biting finishes to
breathtaking
performances, each

match captivated the

audience and
showcased thetrue spirit
of cricket.

Mr. Soumya Ranjan
Mahapatro, Founder -
Chairman of Spread
Happiness Foundation,
expressed hisgratitudeto
all the participating
teams, sponsors,
volunteers, and
spectators for making
the event a grand
success. He emphasized
the Foundation's
commitment to
promoting
sportsmanship,
camaraderie, and
community engagement
through suchinitiatives.
Thetournament not only
provided a platform for
cricket enthusiasts to
showcasetheir talent but

also fostered a sense of
unity and camaraderie
among the participants. It
served as a reminder of
the joy and camaraderie
that sports bring to
communities,
transcending boundaries
and fostering friendships.
As we celebrate the
success  of this
tournament, Spread
Happiness Foundation
looks forward to
organizing more such
events in the future,
nurturing the spirit of
sportsmanship  and
spreading joy in our
communities.Organizing
community of Spread
Happiness Foundation
Indrajit Sakat,Vicky
Bhise, Visha Pawar,Asif
Shaikh and Anand
Kumar Mohapatra.

Air Force Chopper JoinsEffort To
DouseForest Firesln Uttarakhand

NewDelhi,(KCN):An
Indian Air Force
helicopter was pressed
into serviceto extinguish
the raging forest firesin
villagesof Srikot in Pauri
Garhwal district of
Uttarakhand on Monday.
An M-17 helicopter was
deployed to assist in the
firefighting operations.
State's Chief Secretary,
RadhaRaturi, announced
today a series of
measures aimed at
controlling the spread of
theflamesand mitigating
further damage.

Ms Raturi said that the
Air Force hasbeen called
in to aid firefighting
efforts, and plans are
underway to implement a
pilot cloud seeding project
to induce rainfall in the

affected regions.

"The Chief Minister held
a meeting the day
before. For compliance
with thosedirections, the
Forest Department has
been informed. The
Forest Department has
given responsibility for
eachdistrict toitssenior
officials. Pauri Garhwal
isfacing the worst. For
that, DM Pauri hasalso
spoken with the Air
Force. |AF choppers
are now carrying water
from Srinagar and
sprinkling it on the
affected area,” Ms
Raturi said told news
agency ANI.

To prevent further
incidents, the state
government has banned
the  burning  of

agricultural residues
and waste in urban
areas. This ban comes
in response to
widespread stubble
burning after wheat
harvesting, which has
been linked to the
increased risk of forest
fires.

While appealing to
Uttarakhand residents
for their cooperation,
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said,
"Forest wealth is our
heritage which we have
to protect at all costs."
Since November last
year, there have been
910 incidents of forest
fire in the state, due to
which about 1145
hectares of forest have
been affected.

Chandra
highlighted that after the
formation of the
government, Sheikh
Hasina is taking the
country forward by
maintaining communal
harmony. He emphasized
that Sheikh Hasina's
government had taken
measures in 2013 to
enact the Transfer of
Assigned  Property
(Second Amendment)
Act. Recently, two
related circulars have
also been issued. Apart

=
Chanda

from this, the draft of the

Inheritance Law isbeing
prepared to protect the
inheritance property -
said the minister.

Narayan Chandra
Chanda mentioned the
peaceful coexistence of
diversity ensures the
unity of the country. He
said the program had
reinforced the diverse
beauty of Bangladesh.
Expressing his opinion
about the program,
Bangladesh Land
Minister said "....the

program has immense
cultural and religious
importance for the
traditional Bengali
Sanatan Hindu
community of
Bangladesh. It was a
wonderful experienceto
witness such a large
gathering peacefully
reciting the venerable
Gita in this traditional
Sanatan Hindu temple.
TheLand Minister, aso
thanked the people of
Kaharol for their
cooperation in
organizing the program

In the program, the
Land Minister
emphasized on the
importance of
preservation and
development of the
religious and cultural
heritage of Bangladesh
and appreciated the
efforts of the organizers
and participants for
upholding the values
??0f tolerance,
understanding and

mutual respect.

Mukti Yodha and
Ekushey Padak
awardee Shri

Manoranjan Ghoshal
said thisisthefirsttime
in the history of
Bangladesh that 20,000
voices recited the Gita
together in a single
location. He also said
that it is a unique
experience for them to
read the holy book in 20
thousand voices in this

holy temple. Shri
Manoranjan Ghoshal
thanked the
government for

extending all supportin
organizing this historic
event and for creating
an atmosphere of
religious harmony.

The program was
attended by Member of
Parliament Draupadi
Devi Agarwala, former
Member of Parliament of
Bangladesh and Senior
Vice President of Hindu
Kalyan Trust,
Manoranjan Sheel Gopdl,

Project Director of Local
Government Engineering
Department Sushanta
Roy, Awami League
Youth and Sports Sub-
Committee Member
Shipankar Sheel,
industridist and Palitician
Kalipad Majumder,
Director of Vivekananda
Mission in India Manas
Bhattacharya.

Dinajpur Superintendent
of Police Shah Iftekhar
Ahmed, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Mohammad Noor-e-
Alam, Kaharol Upazila
UNO Md Aminul Islam
and local dignitarieswere
also present at the venue.
The program incul cated
joyous spirit as well as
spirit of bonhomie
amongst the
participants.The
program saw multi-
generational and
Intergenerational
participation andfaciliteted
promotion of understanding
of Santan Dharmaandit's
practices .

Taking L egal AdviceOn How M oney L ooted By
Congress n Be Returned PM

Rgamahendravaram(KCN):
PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi on Monday said he
was taking legal advice
on how to return the
money of poor people
'looted' in corruption.
Referring to the seizure
of "mounds of cash" by
the Enforcement
Directorate from the
domestic help alegedly
linked to the secretary of
a Jharkhand minister,
Prime Minister Modi
wondered why such
persons were "close to
the Congress's first
family." "They havemade
the worker's house a
godown of corruption.
Thisis not the first time
as a bhigger seizure was
made from an MP (in
Jharkhand) earlier also
and it was such a big
cache that even
machines were tired of
counting.”

The PM was addressing
araly at Vemagiri here,
which was attended by
TDPleader NaraL okesh
and Jana Sena chief
Pawan Kalyan.

"Why isthat those, from

whom mounds of cash
are recovered, are close
to the Congress' first
family? Was the seized
cash meant for supply
somewhere, is it that
Congress first family has
created warehouses of
black money? The
country wants to know
from Congress
shehzada," he said in an
apparent jibe at Rahul
Gandhi.

Prime Minister Modi
alleged the Congressand
INDIA bloc people

‘abuse’ him whenever he
‘catches' their black
money. However, hewas
worried not about the
abuses, but about the
poor, "whose money
these corrupt have
looted." He further said,
"Modi is taking legal
advice".

So far, the ED alone has
attached property worth
?1.25 lakh crore and "if
others" (central
agencies) areincluded it
may be more.

"I amtaking legal advice

on how the money can
bereturned to thosefrom
whom it has been
looted," he noted.

Rs 17,000 crore has
aready been returned to
the rightful owners. "No
poor person'sright will be
affected, this is Modi's
guarantee," he added.
Recalling the legendary
actor-politician fromthe
state, N T Ramarao,
PrimeMinister Modi said
the former had taken
Lord Ram to every
household.

However, the Congress,
due to appeasement,
boycotted the Ayodhya
Shri  Ram temple
consecration and was
sacking those party
leaders from the
organisation, who visited
the shrine.

Lashing out at the
Congress and the ruling
Y SR Congress in the
state, he said while the
former has accepted
defeat ahead of the polls,
the latter has been
rejected by people.
Corruption and land and
liguor mafia reign
supreme in the Y SRCP
rule, healleged.

NDA will not only create
a record in Lok Sabha
polls but will aso form
government in Andhra
Pradesh. He said the
NDA will cometo power
in all states where
Assembly elections are
happening.

Elections to 25 Lok
Sabha seats and 175
Assembly segments in
Andhra Pradesh will be
held on May 13.

12 Hours, 6 Machines, 30 Crore: BigHaul In
Ranchi RaidsLinked To Minister

Ranchi: At least six cash
counting machines are
working non-stop to give
anumber to themountain
of cash recovered from
a room in Jharkhand
capital Ranchi during a
raid in a money
laundering case. Cash
worth ? 30 crore has
been counted over the
past 12 hours, sources
said, and severadl officials
are at work to reach a
final number. Multiple
cash counting machines,
officials said, have
broken down and new
onesbroughtin.

Theroomwherethe cash
mountain has been
unearthed belongs to
Jahangir, house help of
Sanjiv Lal, a personal
secretary to Jharkhand
Rural Development
minister and Congress
leader Alamgir Alam.

Officials of the
Enforcement Directorate
unearthed the cash during
its raids at half a dozen
premises linked to
Virendra Ram, former
chief engineer at
Jharkhand Rural
Development
Department. Ram was
arrested last year in a
money laundering case
linked to alleged
irregularities in the
implementing
government schemes.

Coming days ahead of
theL ok Sabhaelectionin
Jharkhand, the recovery
has raised a political
storm. The BJP has
pointed to the Congress
minister's connection and
accused the Opposition
party of corruption.
PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi, who is in Odisha
for the election

campaign, referred to the
cash haul. "Today,
mountains of currency
notes are being found in
the neighbouring state
Jharkhand. Now tell me,
if | stop their theft, their
earning, their loot, won't
they abuse Modi or not?
Despiteabuses, Shouldn't
| be doing this work?
Shouldn't | besaving your
money," he asked,
countering the
Opposition's charge on
the Centre's alleged

misuse  of
agencies.

Jharkhand BJP chief
Babulal Marandi said
that if thisistherecovery
from the house of the
help of a minister's
secretary, "what would
be found in ministers
homes". "They keep
saying ED is harassing
us. | want to tell the
government and Kal pana
Soren, you should
removeAlamgir Alamas
minister" he said. Ms

probe

Soren is former Chief
Minister Hemant Soren's
wife and has entered
active politics after his
arrest in a money
laundering case.

Mr Alam hassaid no one
should reach conclusions
beforethe ED completes
its investigation. He has
also pointed out that
Sanjiv Lal had served as
asecretary totwo former
ministers. "Sanjiv La isa
government employee.
He is my personal
secretary. Sanjiv Lal has
already been a personal
secretary of two former
ministers. We usually
appoint personal
secretaries based on
experience. Itisnot right
to comment on the raids
before the ED
investigation is
completed,” hesaid.
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Pollution Wreaklng havoc In Kendrapara

Kendrapara(KCN):

This coastal district
lacks a major industry
with most of the
residents earning their
livelihood from
agriculture. However,
toxic effluents
discharged by
companies spread
acrossfour neighbouring
districts, have made it
living hell for people
residing here. These
chemicals have turned
thewatersof the seven
riversflowing through
this district toxic.
Sources pointed out
Sunday that thewater is
not fit for consumption
by either human beings
or animas. It aso cannot
be used for agricultural

pUrposes.
Most of theseindustrial
units are located in
Jagatsinghpur, Cuttack,
Jajpur and Bhadrak
districts. These
companiesarepolluting
thewater aswell asthe
atmosphere, locals
informed. Thechemicas
areaso harming marine
lifeand the green cover
in this district, they
added. Residents here
pointed out that the
administration in this
digrictisnot making any
effort to prevent or
control pollution. They
said that they have
goproached officidstime
and again to take steps
to prevent pollution, but
to no avail. Some of

e

them stated that theonly
way left isto approach
the National Green
Tribund (NGT).

Environmentalist
Samarendra Mahali
pointed out that thetoxic
effluents and fumes
emitted by theindustrid

units are also causing
various forms of
diseases including
cancer. “The district
administration hasbeen
informed a number of
timesonthisissue, but it
hasnot taken any steps,”
Mahali alleged. He

Mahanadi riverbed turns breeding

ground fo_r I|ndian sklmmers

& I'.lll-. 5 el ol T
Ty

Khuntuni(KCN): The
sand bed of the Mahanadi
river near Kakhadi under
Khuntuni range in
Athagarh forest division
in Cuttack district has
turned into a safe
breeding ground for the
endangered Indian
skimmer or Indian
scissors-hill. The birds
are also known as
“Panichiri’ in local
parlance. Thirty five of
the eggs have hatched
and Forest Department
officials are making
every effort to keep the
newborn birds safe. The
Indian skimmer isarare

Species.
According to a bird
census conducted

worldwide, thereareonly
4,000 such birdsleft. The
decreasing population of
thebird has prompted the
International Union of
Conservation of Nature
(TUCN) to classify
skimmers as
‘endangered’.

According to a rough
estimate, there are
approximately 2,900 adult
skimmersleft on theface

Cops,vi

Baliguda(KCN): In a
bizarre incident, police
had to face the wrath of
some locals during an
antidrug crackdown at
Barikia under Midiakia
panchayat and thispolice
station limits in Ganjam
district in the wee hours
of Sunday. Police were
tipped off that a huge
stock of marijuana has
been stored in some of
the houses at Barikia

of the earth. In this
situation, the Indian
skimmershaveturned up
to lay eggs for the first
time on the Mahanadi
riverbed.

Forest department
officialssaid Sunday at a
press conference that
approximately 165 birds
have arrived. The Indian

skimmer plays an
important role in
protecting the

environment. It sucksout
oily material floating on
water bodies. Hence the
preservation of the birds
isvery important, officials
said. Khuntuni forest
ranger Nilamadhab Sahu

village. A policeteamled
by Baliguda SDPO
Rahul Goyal raided
variousplacesand seized
the ganja.

However, when the
police team was about to
leave thevillagewith the
seized ganja, irate
villagers besieged the
policevehicleloaded with
the contraband. Police
tried to pacify the
villagersbut thevillagers

:g'
i.

informed that in the days
to come, many morebaby
skimmers are expected
asthebirds have laid 85
eggs. Ornithologistsand
bird watchers are happy
with the development.
They said that if the
Forest department starts
working in a proper
manner, the Khuntuni
range can turn into ahub
of Indian skimmers. “We
will try our level best to
protect the species,”
Sahu stated.

Forest  department
personnel have been
deployed at the site to
keep watch round the
clock to prevent dogs,

argued with them and
detained the van along
with the police team.
There was a four-hour-
long clash between the
villagers with the cops
that ended early morning.
The villagers, including
Jhunu Malik, ward
member of Barikia
village, have alleged that
the police conducted a
door-to-door search in
thevillagein the absence

e emg

jackals or wild animals
fromeating theeggs. The

department is also
involving local villagers
and fishermen for the
protection of the eggs
and the birds. Awareness
programmes are also
being conducted
regarding theimportance
of the birds. The birds
also have breeding
colonieson the bed of the
Chambal river which
flows through both
Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh. Various
measures have been
takenfor their protection
and increase in their
population.

lager sclasn duringanti-drugarive

of the Magistrate and
without a search
warrant. The villagers
also alleged that police
took away gold and cash
from the houses of the
village while seizing the
ganja. Policearetryingto
identify the accused
through the video captured
duringtheincidentand all
theaccusadinvolvedinthe
incident will be arrested
soon, said thepolice.

threatened that he will
soon fileacaseon this
issue, he informed.
Mahali stated that 16
mega industries in
Jagatsinghpur didrictlie
close to Mahakalpara
block. Toxic chemicas
and gaseslikeammonia,

nitrogen, hydrogen,
sulphur dioxide and
chlorine are regularly
being discharged by
these units. He stated
that not only therivers
have been polluted, but
those 27 other water
bodies have been
affected.

Social activist Pratap
ChandraPadhi said that
the Central Ground
Water Board had
conducted a survey of
the water samples
collected from several
parts of this district in
2011, 2017 and 2021. It
was found that the
samples had toxic
chemicals content like
nitrate, iron and fluoride
and that too more than

thepermissiblelimits. A
team of experts
comprising
Biotechnology Reader,
BC Behera of North
Odisha University at
Baripada, SK Dutta
fromIRSinBangaore
and RR Mishrafromthe
School of Biotechnology
at MITS in
Bhubaneswar had also
filed a report on
pollution and how itis
affecting this district.
They stated inthereport
that theindugtrid unitsin
the four neighbouring
districtsareresponsible
forthedarming pollution
level. They havesaidthat
industriesin Talcher and
Angul are discharging
effluentsintheBrahmani
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River while those in
Cuttack and
Jagatsinghpur are
responsiblein polluting
theMahanadi.

Socid activist Subhasis
Sarangi sadthat pollution
has deprived the
‘Bhitarkanika Nationa
Park’ fromfindingaplace
in the ‘World Heritage
List’" Hepointed out that
if thisstuation persgtsit
will leedtotheextinction
of many animals and
marinecreatures. When
contacted, ADM

Pitambar Samd saidthat
thedigrictadminidration
haswrittenaletter togate
Environment department
urging it to take action
against the industries
responsblefor pollution.
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Haier India sets a benchmark with Kinouchi 5- Sar Heavy Duty Pro Air
Conditioners, being awarded asthe ‘Best | nnovative Product of the Year’

Bhubaneswar, 30 May, 2023:Driven by its ethos of customer
ingpiredinnovation, Haer Appliancesindia(Haier India), thegloba
leader in HomeA ppliances and the World’sNumber 1 brandin
Major Appliances for 14 Consecutive Years, announced the
exemplary performanceand milestonefor HaierKinouchi 5- Star
Heavy Duty Proair conditioners. Awarded asthe’ Best Innovative
Product of the Year’ it cools the room 20x faster and provides
optimum cooling even at extreme temperatures of up to 60°C.
Speaking about the achievement, Mr. Satish NS, President, Haier
India, said, "At Haier, we are focused on bringing the best-in-
segment products across categories driven by well researched
methodol ogy, |atest technol ogies and efficient manufacturing
capabilities. With our presenceinthe Indian market for over two
decades, we are proud to cel ebrate the Kinouchi 5- Star Heavy
Duty Proair conditionersbeing awarded asthe‘ Best Innovative
Product of the Year’. Such achievementshighlightHaier’s
commitment to deliver high-end productsthat meet the needs of
our customersacrossindia Weare pleased to have madeapositive
impact in India and are confident, that with support of our
consumers, wewill continueto deliver successful products, going

forward."

Inlinewiththe*Makein India and ‘Makefor India strategy,
Haier hasbeen expanding its product rangein India, focusing on
innovationsthat offer energy efficiency, durability, and convenience

\odafone |dea Foundation to Set up Robotic Labsin

Schools

Bhubaneswar: Digital
Skillsare at the centre of
the fourth industrial
revolution and a
prerequisite for future
employment
opportunitiesfor today’s
children. With the
objective of playing a
role in building a future
ready talent force from
theschool level onwards,
Vodafone Idea
Foundation, the CSRarm
of Vi, and Ericsson India
have partnered to set up
state-of-the-art Robotic
Labs in ten schools
across the country to

provide new-agelearning
experiences to children
from underserved
communities, preparing
them to participate in
future technological
studies.

Digital Labs, an
innovative education
programme, is designed
to hand-hold school going
children aged 11-14
years, through their first
experience with the
world of programming
and new technologies.
By creating an open
atmospherefor learning,
Digitd Labsaimtoinstill
couragein these students
to embrace technology
and imbibe a problem-

solving approach.

The partnership is
aimed at improving the
students' education and
employment prospects
across Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics
(STEM) by providing an
exciting learning
experience and develop
skills such as teamwork,
problem-solving skills,
critical thinking.

Through this
partnership, ten Digital
Labs will be set up at
Vodafone Idea
Foundation schools in
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Karnataka, Maharashtra

Samsung LaunchesHigh-PerformancePremium
Jet™ CordlessStick Vacuum Cleanersinndia

Bhubaneswar: Samsung,
India’'s largest and most
trusted consumer
electronics brand, has

launched its
premium,highly powerful
a n d

intuitiveSamsungJet™
cordless stick vacuum
cleanerline-up, ddlivering
the ultimate end-to-end
hygienic home cleaning
solution to consumersin
India. The line-up of
vacuum cleaners will be
available on
Samsung' sofficial online
store,Samsung Shop
starting May 04, 2022and
soon onFlipkart.The
launch marks Samsung’s
foray in the vacuum
cleaner segment in India
with a range that can
generate up to 200W of
industry-leading suction
power.

The range comes with
aJet Cyclone systemthat
features nine cyclones
with 27 air inlets to
securely trap fine dust
particles that are sucked
into the vacuum cleaner
without compromising on
suction power.Samsung
Jet™ cordless stick
vacuum cleanersrelease
cleanair out withaMulti-
layered Filtration System,
which traps 99.999% of

fine dust particles and
dlergens. Thisiscertified
by the British Allergy
Foundation & SLG Pruf
& Zertifizierungs.
Running on a robust
Digital Inverter Motor
that optimizes airflow
with its ultrasonic
welded airfoil bladesfor
high energy efficiency,
Samsung vacuum
cleaners — Jet 70, Jet 75
and Jet 90 —come with
the promise to provide
high-speed and
enhanced cleaning for
consumers.

“With increased focus
on safety, health and
hygiene in the post-
pandemic era,
consumers are looking
for agile and efficient
home cleaning solutions.
Our all new Samsung
Jet™ cordless stick
vacuum cleaners are
here to provide
unmatched convenience
to our consumers with
best-in-class features
for a hassle-free
cleaning experience.
Equipped with cutting-
edge technology such as
aMulti-layered Filtration
System, the vacuum
cleanerstrap 99.999% of
fine dustand allergens
and provide powerful

and hygienic cleaning.
Despite Samsung Jet's
remarkably powerful
suction capabilities, its
body has been designed
to be lightweight,
allowing our consumers
to enjoy the Jet's easy-
to-use features more
comfortably,” said
Mohandeep Singh,
Senior Vice President,
Consumer Electronics
Business, Samsung
IndiaThe al-new range
of Samsung Jet™
cordless stick vacuum
cleanerswill beavailable
in three models — Jet 70,
Jet 75 and Jet 90— with
pricesranging from INR

36,990 to INR
52,990.The models will
be available on

Samsung'sofficid online
store Samsung Shop
starting May 04, 2022and
soon on Flipkart. For a
limited period between
May 04 and May 09,
2022, consumers buying
Samsung Jet™ cordless
stick vacuum
cleanerscan avail no cost
EMIsof upto 12 months,
starting INR
2,799.Consumerswill get
one-year warranty on
Samsung Jet™ cordless
stick vacuum cleaners.

WhatsApp rollsout emoji reactions, bigger groups

San Francisco: With an aim to make the messaging platform more user friendly,
Meta-owned WhatsA pp hasannounced that it isrolling out new features, including
emoji reactions, bigger filesand groups. The company said that it isslowly rolling
out the ability to add up to 512 peopleto agroup, which, till now, allowed to add
only up to 256."We are excited to share that emoji reactions are now available
onthelatest version of the app. Reactionsarefun, fast, and they reduce overload
ingroupstoo. Wewill continueimproving them by adding an even broader range
f expressionsin the future,” the company said in a blogpost.

CMM

and Gujarat.
Commenting on this
initiative, PBalgji, Chief
Regulatory and
Corporate Affairs
Officer - Vodafone Idea
Limited, and Director -
Vodafone Idea
Foundation said, “ Digital
skills are a necessity for
the holistic growth of the
youth in the digital era.
Exposing school going
children to coding and
robotics helps spark
creativity, stimulates
critical thinking, imbues
a collaborative mindset
and opens up aworld of
opportunities. Using our
technology based tools,
we have been working

with underprivileged
children through various
programmes aimed at
giving them an
opportunity to learn,
grow and compete.
Taking our ‘ Technology
for Good’ mission
forward, we are happy
to partner with
Ericsson, to expose the
young minds with
higher-level skills and
development, aswell as
encourage underserved
groups to pursue
advanced ICT
education and enter
science, technology,
engineering, and
mathematics (STEM)
fields.”

Gifting ideas for
Mother’s Day

With Mother’s day just
around the corner, we
must appreciate the role
she plays in our lives.
While mothers deserve
our love round-the-clock,
it'sall about going all-out
on Mother’s day. From
grand-mothers to new
moms, these super
women play myriad roles
in our lives. And they
deserve much
appreciation and alot of
CARE!

However, the plethora of
choices tend to daunt a
person while picking out
the perfect gift for your
mother. But worry not!
If you are on the lookout
for a gift that would be
the perfect token of love
- Here's a gifting guide
for mother’sday that will
tick al your check boxes
for the 8th of May

1 Clensta's Super
Women Combo Pack for
your Super Woman:

The super women that
our moms are, they hop
from one task to another

and make it look
effortless and breezy
without caring about the
toll it takeson their mind,
body and skin. This
Mother’s Day pamper
your super-mom with
Clensta's Super Women
Combo Pack which
comprises of a Face
Moisturizer, aSunscreen,
a Face Serum and an
Under-eye  Cream.
L aced with the goodness
of magical Red Aloe
Vera, this essential
combo will help your
mother in replenishing
her natural glow and
having the perfect skin
she has always dreamt
of. The higher
concentrations of
beneficial
phytochemicals in Red
Aloe Vera provide it a
22-times more powerful
anti-inflammatory effect.
High concentrations of
salicylic acid and
polysaccharides help
relax tight muscles and
provideasoothing effect.

Blue Dart reports record performance
with positive Q4 and Year-End

Mumbai:Blue Dart Express Limited,South Asia's
premier express air and integrated transportation &
Distribution Company, declared itsAudited financial
results for the quarter and year ended March 31,
2022 at the Board Meeting held in Mumbai.

The company posted ? 1,354 million profit after
tax (previousyear ?891millionprofit) for the quarter
ended March 31, 2022,and ? 3,764 million profit after
tax (previous year ? 963 million profit) for the year
ended March 31, 2022.Revenue from operationsfor
the quarter ended March 31, 2022 stood at ? 11,659
million and 44,090 million for the year ended March

31, 2022.

users.

& ar ducts.

toitscustomers. The brandhas successfully manufactured over
1 million Frost Self-Clean air conditionersthis summer season,
owing to the surgein consumer demand for air conditionersthat
provide energy-saving benefits and the convenience with sel -
cleaningfesture.
Initsendeavor to bring ultimate comfort to Indian homes, Haier
combined the perfect blend of innovation, design, and energy
proficienciesin Kinouchi Heavy-Duty ProAir Conditioner series.
They aredesigned to provide clean and fresh air to consumers,
with featureslike self-cleaning, anti-bacterial filters, 10 second
supersonic coolingand Intelli Convertible- 7in 1. Equipped with
Triple Inverter Plus Technology, theair conditioners further
benefits consumers, delivering up to 65% energy savingstothe

Thetechnology quintessentidly alowsyouto cleantheevaporator
of the split air conditioner, without any hasde. Thistask canbe
performed by clicking abutton, giving the customerstheluxury
of enjoying utmost cooling with theease of cleanliness. Withthe
mechanism of patented i nverse-bal ance cleaning technology,
Haler AC’s are equipped to self-clean themselves. The self-
cleaningiscarried out by the A C through defrosting, frosting,
cold expansion and the mechanismto remove al the dirt that
entersthemachine. Thedoubleion sterilization techniquetends
to cleantheresidua dirt and bacteriathat get stored inthefans

Funskoolrolls out exclusive new range
of toysfor children thissummer

Chennai: India'sleading
toy manufacturer,
Funskool India Ltd is
back with launching yet
another blockbuster
range of toysfor children
this summer. The wide
range of new products
are from adiverse range
of categories such as
board games, puzzles,
Infants & pre-school,
dough etc. Thisrangewill
not only encourage the
development of multiple
skills: cognitive, physicdl,
social, and emotional but

also help parentsto fully
engagetheir children.
The product offerings
includea3 in 1 Deluxe
Play Gymand Mini
Vehiclescombo packsfor
Toddlers, traditional
board games such as
Goats and Tigers (better
knownasAadu Puli Attam
inTamil), Mancala, 9in1
Super Games apart from
other products in Handy
Crafts, Fun Dough and
Puzzles for young
children.

Commenting on the

launch of the new
products for summer
2022, Mr. R. Jeswant,
CEO, of Funskool India
said," Funskool hasaways
strived to introduce the
best inspiring and
engaging toyswith afocus
on edutainment. Being
indigenously developed
and manufactured, the
new range of toys and
games align with the
nation's goal of Atma
Nirbhar Bharat.”

| ndia Poker Championship and
| ndia Online Poker Championship

Mumbai: SpartanPoker
announced the dates for
its leading poker
championships. Thelndia
Poker Championship
(IPC) is heading to
Casino Vegas by Big
Daddy, Nepdl, and will be
held from 17th - 22nd
May 2022. The 13th
edition of the Indian
Online Poker
Championship (IOPC)
will be held from 2nd -
19th June 2022.Indian
poker enthusiastswill get
to experience the best of
both felts this summer
with a whopping
combined Prize-Pool of
36.5 Crore GTD.

India Poker
Championship,the five-
day live event hosted in
Casino Vegas by Big
Daddy, Nepd, will include
four high-octane
tournaments with a
combined prize pool of
3.5 Crore. The IPCMay

'22 MegaStacks edition
isalsodesignedin abest-
in-class live tournament
structurewith heavy buy-
ins & deep stacks for a
high-quality gaming
experience.

The India Online
Poker Championship,
which follows
immediately post IPC,
would bethe biggest ever
online poker series in
India with a massive
prizepool of33 Crore
GTD!The 18-day-long
virtual serieswill provide
an online experience
unlike any other gaming
eventinIndia

Speaking on the
launch, Mr. Amin
Rozani, CEO of Spartan
Poker Group said, “We
are excited to host the
India Poker
Championship live this
year andfollow it upwith
our very successful India
Online Poker

Championship that will
be hosted on the Spartan
Poker platform, along
with other streaming

partners like AIO
Games, Blitzpoker,
PokerHigh, and

PokerDaddy. We know
how incrediblethe level
of play in these
competitions can be! We
aim to offer an even
better experience for
players &fans, and even
more opportunities for
skilled players to raise
their games and win
huge prizes.”

At Spartan Poker, we
provide a seamless and
afair gaming experience
to the Indian poker
community, and we are
driven to build Poker as
a professional sport in
India,aong with al its
inherent thrill, whilea so
showcasing the country's
untapped poker talent.
Added Mr. Rozani.

Sudar shan Venuelevated as Managing
Director of TVSMotor Company

Chennai: TVS Motor
Company, a reputed
manufacturer of two-
wheelers and three-
wheelers  globally,
announced at its board
meeting today the
el evation
of SudarshanVenuas
Managing Director of the
Company,effectivetoday.
Sudarshan has been
charting the future of one
of India's leading two-
whedler manufacturer and
has made it the most
awarded two-wheeler
company.He hasplayed a
pivotal role in
thecompany's growth in

international markets,
including Asia, Africa,
andmore recently in
Europe.

Prof Sir Ralf Dieter Speth,
Chairman,TVS Motor
Company said,
“Sudarshan hasgot aclear
visonandbringswithhim
both atremendouspassion
for advanced technologies
and sustainable growth,
deep-seated in values. He
thinks future-oriented,
staying ahead of the
emerging trends. Persond,
smart mobility, including
dectrification, are two of
hisbig areas of focus. He
has also spearheaded the

TVS Motor.He has the
ability to lead high
performing teams
internationally  with
empathy. He takes care
of people and society.|
am sure that with his
leadership, the company
will grow stronger and
further pivot to the
future.” Mr Venu
Srinivasan, Chairman
Emeritus, TVS Motor
Companysaid,
“Sudarshan’s
extraordinary efforts
have witnessed key
decisions to develop
aspirational productsand
grow fast in India and



NewDelhi:In the IPL,
getting one opener who
aggregatesover 400 runs
at a stunning strike-rate
of 180-plusis amassive
boost to the batting line-
up. Kolkata Knight
Riders have two of them
this season and it isn't
surprising that the team
is now sitting at the top
of thepointstable. Itisn't
also surprising that their
overall net run rate is
miles abovethe next best
side. Narine and Salt
have been ruthless
against varied attacksin
varying conditions,
setting up incredible
momentum for their side.
On Sunday in Lucknow,
eventhehugedimensions
of the ground couldn't
deter them as the duo set
out to destroy LSG's
potent bowling unit. Inthe
process, they brought up
their sixth fifty-plus
opening stand in 11
games, the most by any
opening pair this season.

CSK unf

NewDelhi:Even as
Chennai Super Kingsgot
off to ahot-and-cold start
inthisIPL, onething that
seemed to beworking for
them was their middle-
order. And alarge part of
that wasdown to Shivam
Dube, who arrived at the
scene with an amped-up
game against pace and
left the opposition teams
searching for answers.

In a way, Dube's
tremendous form helped
make up for Ruturaj's
slow start to the season
but as CSK's newly-
appointed captain found
his mojo back, Dube
seems to have lost some
of his. Two first-ball
ducksclearly don't make

Until something changes, that wil

NewDelhi:Geoff
Aldrice, the ICC chief,
said that it was difficult
for the Afghanistan
cricket board to develop
women's cricket in the
country and unlessthere
is some change to the
situation, the status quo
will remain.

"I think at the moment,
the Afghanistan Cricket
Board who is our
member is unable to fill
theteam," Aldricetoldthe
media in Dhaka on
Sunday during an event
for the forthcoming ICC
T20 World Cup. "Until
something changes, that

wowrw. Thakalimgachromndele, com

When you factor in their
style of play with these
numbers, they are
phenomenal to say the
least. Understandably,
skipper Shreyas|lyer was
inawe of the opening duo
after the game.

"They have been splendid
for us, the way they are
playing their shotsispure
bliss. They are setting us
up and giving momentum
and no matter what the
situation is, we are
playing with a positive
mindset," said lyer at the
post-match presentation
ceremony.

"A lefty-righty
combination makesthing
difficult for the
opposition, the bowlers
have to change their
plans and that makes a
difference. It's al about
the freedom, to go out
and express themselves.
We want to go out and
be positive whatever the
situationis, sometimesit
doesn't work out but
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it a bad season for him
butit'san areaclearly that
CSK would want to get
back to their best at.

Against Punjab Kings,
CSK got off to a good
start and looked set for a
200+ total but amiddle-
order misfire kept them
to 167/9. Speaking after
the game, Ravindra
Jadeja, the Player of the
Match, conceded that
they were "15-20 runs
short" but an all-round
bowling performance,
which included Jadeja's
three-wicket haul, help
CSK offset the middle-
order falling through.

"It was a day game, so
the wicket was slow
which we expected,"”

will remain the situation.
It isn't that the
Afghanistan Cricket
Board wasn't developing
women's cricket
previoudly, it is just that
they arenot ableto at the
moment.

Afghanistan are
currently the only full
member nation without a
women's team and as a
result  Afghanistan
Cricket Board could not
send their women'steam
in the upcoming ICC
Women's T20 World
Cup.

The teams are divided
into two groups of five

sometimesit does.”

It's been a roller-coaster
campaign for the Knight
Riders so far. After
starting the season with
three straight wins, they
then lost three of their
next five gamesincluding
a thriller to Rajasthan
Royals and the highest
T20 chase to Punjab
Kings.Amidst dl this, the
brand of cricket played by
KKR has been laudable
and they are now on a
three-match winning
streak again as they
surge towards a playoffs
berth and apotential top-
two finish. lyer echoed
the drastic momentum
shifts in his side's
campaign.

"The last six matches in
the dressing room there
has been havoc,
teammatesarecomingin
and asking skip what's
happening! Wearelosing
tosses, but we are
winning games... that's
what matters.”

———

Jadejasald Wedldwell
in the powerplay [with
theball] but thenwecould
not build partnerships. We
wanted to  build
partnerships, sointhelast
4-5overs, wecould score
quickly. Partnerships
didn't happen, but as a
bowling group, we did
well. Tushar
[Deshpande] got
important wickets in the
powerplay. Then Mitch
[Santner] and | did well
inthemiddleovers.

"During the powerplay,
the wicket always looks
flat. But asthe ball getsa
little old, the ball doesn't
come on to the bat.
Especially at anew venue,
you don't know what to

each with Group A
includingAustralia, India,
New Zealand, Pakistan
and Qualifier 1 while
Group B has South
Africa, England, West
Indies, Bangladesh and
Qualifier 2.

In March 2024, Cricket
Australia, which had
already cancelled the
historic one-off Test
against Afghanistan after
the Taliban takeover and
withdrawn from the ODI
series last  year,
postponed their
scheduled T20I series
against Afghanistan
citing noimprovementsin

At the heart of KKR's
dominance hasbeen their
eternal matchwinner
Sunil Narine. He has
done it with the ball
plenty of times, he has
aso shown glimpses of
his batting in yesteryear
but seldom has he packed
the all-round punch like
he has this season. The
West Indian sits at third

der blip

expect. That's why we
felt we were 15-20 runs
short but we bowled well
in the powerplay and
middleovers, didn't bowl
loosebadls™
CSK'sbowling coachisn't
too concerned about
Dube'sdipinform either.
"l don't think that's a
problem when you have
abliponceor twice," Eric
Simons said after CSK
beat PBKS by 28 runs.
That [middle-order] has
been our strength. Dube
has been incredible but he
got out early twice now
and that happens. The
guys fought hard on the
other sideand got usto a
decent total that we could
defend.

"| think we won't be over
concerned about the
middle-order. We know
the quality isthere and it
might not have happened
in this game. But as we
move forward, we hope
tofireagain."

CSK now have a good
four-day break to
recalibrate and assess
before they take on
Gujarat Titans in
Ahmedabad. They then
play the high-flying
Rajasthan Royals on
May 12 at home before
travelling west again to
take on the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru.

remainthestuation’
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spot in the Orange Cap
race with over 450 runs
at a strike-rate of 180-
plus and his unreal
consistency hasbeen the
x-factor for KKR, when
youfactorinhistypically
strong defensive skills
withtheball.

Narine, credited his
stunning transformation
to the immense backing
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Shreyaslyer hallsKKR's'splendid’ opening pair

1

received from the team
management.

"The most important
thing isstarting well and
it's good to have the
backing of the support
staff,” said Narine after
winning yet another
Player-of-the-Match
award for the franchise.
"I think you haveto pick
your strengths and pick

your spots, sometimes it
worksout and sometimes
it doesn't. It'sgoing very
well, Varunispicking up
wickets, it's making my
job easier to keep things
tight. Heisahard worker
and it's good to see him
do well. The boys are
anxious and eager to
play, so ho matter what
the situation is they are
up for the challenge and
they are contributing for
us."

KKR'swin in Lucknow
was a huge confidence
booster for the team,
given the generally
testing batting
conditions at the venue.
L SG's bowling unit has
traditionally kept
opposition batters under
check but KL Rahul's
men had no answers to
the 'Narine and Salt
show' as the openers
put Lucknow's bowling
to the sword. Not only
did the hosts struggleto
keep their opponents'

scoring down, they were
also outbowled
considerably by KKR's
bowlers later on.
Scoreboard pressure
does help, of course, but
Knight Riders bowlers
also executed their plans
in a much better way
and Harshit Rana felt
that this was the major
difference between the
two sides on a slightly
better Lucknow
surface.

"You obviously have to
play good cricket (to win
by ahugemargin). | think
we read the pitch better,
what lengths to bowl and
what plans to follow. So
we benefited dueto that,”
said Rana at the post-
match press conference.
"Judging the nature of the
surface early is very
important. Yes, in some
games we have faltered
inthat butinall thegames
we've won, we have
managed to assess the
surface very early."

CWI assuressafety asT20 WC
recelves terror threat

NewDelhi: The Cricket
West Indies (CWI) has
sought to allay fears of
security threat to the
Twenty20 World Cup in
the West Indies even as
the Caribbean islands
have received terror
alertsto the global event
from North Pakistan.
"We work closely with
authorities in the host
countries and cities, and
continually monitor and
evaluate the global
landscape to ensure
appropriate plans are in
place to mitigate any
risks identified to our
event," Jonny Graves, the
CEO of the CWI told
Cricbuzz on Sunday
evening.The security
alert states that, "Pro-
Islamic State (1S) media
sources have launched
campaigns inciting
violence against sporting
events, which included
video messagesfrom the
Afghanistan-Pakistan
branch, ISKhorasan (1S
K) which highlighted
assaults in numerous
countries and urged
supporters to join the
battlefield in their
countries."

The Caribbean media
reported that the

WORLD CUP

authorities are tracking
potential threats to the
World Cup. "We want to
assure all stakeholders
that safety and security
of everyone at the ICC
Men'sT20 World Cup is
our number one priority
and we have a
comprehensive and
robust security plan in
place," Graves further
told thiswebsite.

The Twenty20 World
Cup is scheduled to take
place in the West Indies
and the US from June 1
to 29.A report in
Trinidad's Daily Express
quotedthatidand'sPrime
Minister Keith Rowley as

saying that the Caricom
and security agenciesare
working to combat the
threat to the World Cup.
It has been further
reported that the
Barbados regional
security officials are
monitoring potential
threatsto the ICC event.
It has been reported that
intelligence of apotential
threat to the World Cup
has been received
through Pro-Islamic
State (Daesh) through
the mediagroup "Nashir
Pakistan". According to
Daily Express, Nashir-e
Pakistan is an Islamic
State group-affiliated

Taliban's stance on
women. The three-
match series was
scheduled to be held in
August 2024 inthe UAE.
Aldrice added that the
ICC iseyeing to expand
women's cricket by
increasing the number of
teams in the global
tournaments, starting
with the next ICC
Women's World Cup
being played by 10
teams.

"Expanding the
opportunities in a
tournament, so | know
theevent that'scoming up
here in October is a 10-

propaganda channel.
In the West Indies, the
World Cup matches will
be held in Antigua and
Barbuda, Barbados,
Guyana, Saint Lucia, St
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Trinidad and
Tobago. There are
matches in the US cities
of Florida, New York and
Texas too but there is no
indication of any threst to
the games in the USA.
Thetwo semifinaswill be
played in Trinidad and
Guyana with the final
dated for Barbados.

When contacted, the ICC
said its statement is the
sameasthat of the CWI's.

CC chief on Afghanistan not having awomen'steam

team event. The next
version of the women's
T20 World Cup will bea
12-team event and there
will be discussions on
whether that will expand
further. Even the ICC
Women's Championship
isnow being expanded to
a 10-team event, so the
two teamsin Bangladesh
and Ireland who are
participating for the first
time are getting better
exposure to better
opponents and getting
comfortablewith some of
the best players in the
world," saidAldrice.
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