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PRESIDENT OF INDIA GRACES THE NATIONAL LAUNCH OF "SPIRITUAL EMPOWERMENT FORA 412 *Crorepati’ Candidates
CLEAN AND HEALTHY SOCIETY' ORGANISED BY BRAHMA KUMARIS

NewDelhi,(KCN): The
President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmu graced
the National Launch of
‘ Spiritual Empowerment
for a Clean and Healthy
Society’ organised by
BrahmaKumarisin New
Delhi today (May 27,
2024).

Speaking ontheoccasion,
the President said that the
golden chapters of world
history and the history of
nations have always
been based on spiritual
values. World history is
witness to the fact that
disregarding spiritual
values ??and adopting
only the path of material
progress has ultimately
proved  disastrous.
Holistic well-being is
possibleonly onthebasis
of aheathy mentality. A
truly healthy person
meets  all three
dimensions - physical,

NewDelhi,(KCN):As
many as 2000 people are

mental and spiritual. Such
individualscreateahedlthy
society, nation and world
community.

The President said that
spiritual empowerment is
the real empowerment.
When thefollowersof any
religion or sect deviate
fromthepath of spiritudlity,
they become victims of
fanaticism and suffer from

Spiritual values
??connect people of all
religionsto each other.

The President said that
working with the spirit
of public welfare while
rising above selfishness,
isasocial expression of
inner spirituality. Doing
charity for the public
good isone of the most

| ¥i
unhealthy mentality.

important spiritual values.
ThePresident said that the
forces promoting fear,
terror and war are very
activein many partsof the
world. In such an
environment, Brahma
Kumari Institution has
provided an effective
platform  for the
empowerment of
humanity through many

C

centersin morethan 100
countries. This is an
invaluable effort to
strengthen universal
brotherhood by
promoting spiritual
values.

The President was
happy to note that the
Brahma Kumaris
Ingtitutionisprobably the
world's largest spiritual
institute run by women.
She said that in this
organisation, Brahma
Kumaris remain in the
front and their
associates Brahma
Kumars work in the
background. With sucha
unigue harmony, this
ingtitution iscontinuoudy
moving forward. By
doing so, it has
presented a unique
example of spiritual
progress and women
empowerment to the
world community.

search for themisnearly
impossible.

Papua New Guinea Landshde 2000 People Feared To Be Buried

feared to have been
buried by the massive
landdlidethat occurredin
the mountainous Enga
region in northern Papua
New Guinea on Friday,
cited the country’s
National Disaster
Centre. The rescuers
have been struggling to
find any survivorsin the
remote region.

Earlier the UN revised
the victims count to 670
fromitsprior figure 100.
The latest figure is a
sharp rise from earlier
estimates.

“The landslide buried
more than 2000 people
alive, caused major
destruction to buildings,
and food gardens and
caused amajor impact on
the economic lifeline of
thecountry,” LuseteLaso
Mana, Acting Director of
the National Disaster
Centre, said in aletter to
the UN.

According to Mana, the
current situation remains
unsafe as the landslip
continuesto shift slowly,

Punisn BJP for cor poratisation of agr |cu

Chandigarh (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN),
May 27: Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM),
an umbrella of farmers
unions in India, has
appealed to the peopleto
punish BJP  for
corporatisation of
agriculture, wealth
inequality and
unemployment. Inapress
release issued on
Monday by mediacell of
SKM, thefarmers' body
stressed that workersand
farmers will have to

ensure change in

Declaration
Due to technical
problem 25,26 & 27th
May issue of The
kalingachroniclecould

not be published.

Sorry  for  the
inconvenience.
PUBLISHER

p03| ng a Ilfe-threatenlng
conditionfor both survivors
and rescue teams. The
highway to the area has
been completely blocked
by the landslide, causing
extensive damage. Mana
emphasised the need for
immediate and
collaborative actionsfrom
al involved parties.

The landslide hit the
remote village of
Kaokalam, about 600
kilometres (372 miles)
northwest of the capital
Port  Moreshy, at
approximately 3 am local

government aswell asthe
policies to end agrarian
crisis. It alleged that the
BJP had brought 3 Farm
Acts to open up Indian
economy to Multinational
Corporations.
Commenting on the
present scenario of the
country SKM added that
agrarian crisis causes
unemployment, deep
indebtedness, poverty,
rural to urban migration
and destruction of small
and medium industries.

Sharing the release with
our representative, SKM
leader and AIKS National
Vice-President Dr.
Inderjeet quotes, “BJP
has completely abandoned
its ‘swadeshi economic
policy’ and surrendered to
the imperialist dictates of
WTO to open up the
Indian economy toforeign
capital. Inthisprocess, the
Modi government has

time on Frlday Ieaw ng
a scar of debris that
humanitarian workers
said was as hig as four
football pitches. Over
150 houses in Yambali
village were buried in
debris, according to the
officias.

Notably, Papua New
Guinea is home to
around 10 million
people. Its vast
mountainousterrain and
lack of roads have made
it difficult to accessthe
affected area.

Pierre Rognon, an

dismantled the public
sector, disinvested and
sold out the shares
cheaply to private
monopolies and
facilitated liberalization
of importsof agricultura
commodities through
many free trade
agreements. The three
farm acts were brought
to open up the Indian
economy, especially the
agrarian sector to
Multinational
Corporations.”

SKM further alleged
that the international
finance capital has
exerted relentless
pressure to open up the
financial sector giving
priority to the bank and
insurance sector. The
path of liberalization
policies has benefitted
the corporate sector,
especially big business.
BJP and Prime Minister

associate professor at the
University of Sydney’s
School of Civil
Engineering, expressed
that landslides have the
potential to entomb both
collapsed structures and
individuals under a
significant amount of
geomaterials. He further
added that these
landslides can displace
structures and entrap
people across extensive
distances. The exact
location of potential
survivorsor thedecidethe
initial point to start a
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Modi are acting as the
agents of the corporate
forces- both domestic as
well asforeign. The bulk
of the credit from the
publicfinancid inditutions
was cornered by the
corporate houses. The
taxation policies were
designed to transfer the
resourcesfrom the people
to the narrow stratum of
thebig capitalist class. The
growth of monopolieslike
Ambani and Adani and
increasing penetration of

Alan Collins, aGeology
professor from the
University of Adelaide,
suggested that rainfall
could have modified the
minerals, thereby
weakening the bedrock
that constitutesthe steep
hillsides. Heemphasised
therole of vegetation in
mitigating this as the
roots of trees can
stabilise the ground. He
also pointed out that
deforestation could
increasethelikelihood of
landdlides by destroying
this natural mesh.
External AffairsMinister
SJaishankar on Monday
expressed grief on the
lossof livesfollowingthe
landdide.

In a post on X,
Jaishankar wrote,
“Deeply saddened by the
loss of lives in Papua
New Guinea following
therecent landdlide. Our
thoughts are with the
Government and the
people. India stands in
solidarity with our friends
a thisdifficulttime.”

foreign finance capital
became a marked
feature of the Modi Raj.
Release added that the
common people,
workers, farmers and
middle classwereput to
ruthless exploitation in
the name of facilitating
‘development’. The
acute and lingering
agrarian crisis has
caused unemployment,
deep indebtedness,
poverty, rural to urban
migration and

Contesting OdishaAssembly Polls

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
As many as 412
‘crorepati’ candidatesare
contesting the Odisha
Assembly eectionswhich
are being held from May
13 to June 1.

The Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) and Odisha
Election Watch have
analysed the self-sworn
affidavits of 18,283 out of
1,285 candidates, who are
contesting for the 147
MLA seatsin Odisha.
Assembly elections in
Odisha are being held
simultaneously with the
Lok Sabha elections. Out
of the 1,283 candidates
analysed, 412(32 per cent)
arecrorepatis. Inthe 2019
Odisha Assembly
elections, out of 1,121
candidates, 304 (27 per
cent) were crorepatis, the
ADR said initsreport.
“... 128 BJD candidates,
96 BJP nominees, 88
Congress candidates and
11 AAP candidates have
declared assets val ued
more than Rs 1 crore,”

said. The average
assets per candidate
contesting inthe Odisha
Assembly elections
2024 is Rs 2.89 crore.
In 2019, the average
assets per MLA
candidate were Rs 1.69
crore.Former Coal
Minister Dilip Ray has
emerged as the richest
candidateinthefray for
theAssembly electionin
Odisha. Asper areport,
Ray, a BJP nominee
from the Rourkela
Assembly segment is
therichest nomineewith
a total asset of Rs
313.53 crore, followed
by BJD candidate from
Champua segment
Sanatan Mahakud (Rs
227.67 crore).

The third palace is

occupied by the BJD
candidate from Basta
Assembly  segment,
Subasini Jena, who
declared both movable
and immovable assets of
Rs 135.17 crore.
Similarly, five candidates
in the fray for the
Assembly elections in
Odisha have declared
zero or nil assetsin their
affidavits, asper areport.
The zero asset candidates
are independent
candidates Ramesh
Kumar Mahanand
(Bhawanipatna), Sohan
Sipka (Kantabanji) and
Sanjay Kumar Das
(Dhamnagar), BSP
candidate from Rayagada
Purna Chandra Majhi,
and Ambedkarite Party of
India’'s Gopal Krushna
Mohanty, who is
contesting from Korei.

A total of 103 MLAsare
re-contesting in 2024
Assembly palls, of which
74 arefromBJD, 21 from
BJP, five from Congress,
two independentsand one
from CPI (M).

DayTemperatureTo RiseAcrossQdisha From Today

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
With the threat of Severe
Cyclonic Storm ‘Remal’
having nodirectimpact on
Odisha, theregional office
of the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) in
Bhubaneswar has
predicted that the day
temperatures (maximum
temperature) will once
again rise across the
state from Tuesday.
According to Manorama
Mohanty, Director of the

regional center of the
IMD, the  day
temperatures  will
increase by 2°Cto 3°C
across Odisha from
Tuesday. While
heatwave conditions
areunlikely toreturnto
Odisha soon, there is
no possibility of heavy
rain or thunderstorms
in the state shortly.
However, some places
in the state may
experience light to
moderate rain during

the ensuing week.
Meanwhile, moderate
rainfall occurred in some
places in Odishaduring
the last 24 hours.
Maximum rainfall of
92.8 mm was recorded
at Rampur in Nayagarh
district, while Rajnagar
in Kendrapara district
recorded 78 mm rainfall.
The weather office has
predicted that the
weather conditions will
remain unchanged till
May 31.

Former Kendrapara MP Betrayed Me
And People, Says Odisha CM Naveen

Kendrapara(KCN): Chief Minister
and BJD President Naveen Patnaik on
Monday made blistering attacks on
former Kendrapara Lok Sabha MP
Baijayant Panda without taking his
name.Addressing a massive public
meeting, the BJD President said that
he made the person Kendrapara MP
for ten years. The former MP had
betrayed me and the people of
Kendrapara while benefiting his own
said.While
campaigning in Kendrapara, the Chief
Minister appealed to the people to

company, Naveen

destruction of small and
medium industries. 23.5
crore people as per the
2011 census -17% of the
140-crore population- are
migrant workers due to
the rural distress and
agrarian crisis. 736
farmers had become
martyrs in the 13 month
long historic farmers
struggle, but Prime
Minister Modi did not
implement the agreement
signed on 9th December
2021 with SKM for

MSP@C2+50% and
comprehensive loan
waiver to farmers due
to the pressure from
monopoly capital.

SKM pleads that the
Constitution of the
Republic of India had
laid down a set of
directive policies that
includes adequate
means of livelihood for
every citizen and the
right to work, an
economic systemwhich
does not result in the
concentration of wedlth,
right to free and
compulsory education
for children, living wage
for workers and equal
pay for equal work for
men and women. The
Modi government’s
policiesjust contradicted
these principlesand now
the top 1% of the
population -of wealthy
billionaires and rich

choosetheright candidatesthistime by
voting on double conches in the
simultaneous el ections.Speaking on the
occasion, senior BJD leader and party’s
star campaigner Kartik Pandian
highlighted the Chief Minister's
commitment for the development of
Kendrapara. The senior BJD |eader
described the Chief Minister’s effortsto
st upworld'slargest stedl plant of Nippon
Sted in Kendrapara. He narrated how
the Chief Minigter travelled dl theway to
Japan to build the world's biggest stedl
plant in Kendrapara

th ineguality and unemploymen t: KM appea

S people

sections- owns 40.5% of
the total wealth of India
while the bottom 50% of
the people that mostly
consist of workers and
peasants owns merely
3%.

SKM has expressed its
full confidence in the
people of India and their
democratic and political
understanding of the
serious challenges of
livelihood issuesduetothe
corporate policies being
vigorously pursued in the
last ten years by the BJP
led NDA Government
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. SKM
appeals to workers and
farmers to ensure change
in government as well as
in policies for
development of the people
- not of the corporate
houses, to end the acute
agrarian crisis that has
devastated the life of the
working people.
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International Tea Day celeb

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):Globally ,
International Tea Day
was celebrated on 21st
May 2024 to spread
awareness about tea
industry and it's role in
socio--cultural-economic
development.

In 2024, 5th edition of
International Tea Day,
celebrated since the UN

General Assembly
proclaimed it in
recognition of the

important rolethat thetea
industry can play in
fighting against hunger
and poverty, empowering
women, promoting rural
development and
ecosystem restoration, as
well as the development
of ecotourism, together.
This year, International
Tea Day highlights
women and their role in
the tea sector.

Tea is a symbol of
hospitality, a bridge
between generations, and
acatalyst for connection.
Teaisnot just adrink, but
a global heritage of
tradition and civilization.
Tea is a beverage made
fromthe Camelliasinesis
plant. Tea is the world's
most consumed drink,
after water. It isbelieved
that tea originated in
northeast India, but the
exact place where the
plant first grew is not
known.

Global tea production is
valued at over USD 18
billion and international
trade in tea is estimated
at nearly USD 10 billion
annually, representing a
reliable source of export
earnings.

Tea exports account for
19 percent of total
merchandise exports in
Kenya, 11 percent in
Burundi, and 10 percent
in Sri Lanka.

There are over six
categories of tea,
although the main
categories are the black
teas, green teas, and red
teas.

Tea is a perennia crop,
so providing a source of
income for farmers
without the need for
annual replanting and
good for ecosystem
restoration, eco-tourism

promotion ,and
environmental
conservation.

Teaplantationscan act as
a carbon sink as they
absorb carbon dioxide.
Teaisalabour intensive
industry and it provides
lots of jobs, often
preferred by women.
Women constitutealarge
portion of the labour
force in tea plantations.
Tea sector, facing
significant challenges
including changes in
climate patterns, difficult
working conditions, pests
and diseases, low and
volatile prices, rising
production costs, and
poor accessto credit and
technol ogy, among many
others.

Innovation, digitalization,
and science are key to
transforming tea sector.
Environmental
sustainability is key to
ensure healthy growing

tea sector, for both
producers and
consumers.
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*Celebrating Futuristic Tea"
21st May International Tea Day
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Bees are important
pollinators that support
tea plantations,
preserving their
biodiversity to provide
tea's specific aroma.
Serious efforts needed to
ensure that the economic
activity throughout thetea
value chain is profitable
for all, particularly
women.

While launching
International Tea Day
2024 from Rome
Dr. QU Dongyu, FAO
Director-General
mentioned about

FAO Strategic
Framework 2022-31 .
FAO  Strategic

Framework 2022-31
placesthetransformation
of global agrifood
systems at centre stage,
to ensure they become
more efficient, more
inclusive, moreresilient,
and more sustainable,

For the Four Betters:
better production, better
nutrition, a better
environment, and abetter

KISS Sudents Excel in 10th Board Exam

Ach| eve 100% Resultsfor 17 Consecutlve Years
- " kumar mohanty (KCN)

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):Kalinga
Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) has
posted a100% result inthe 10th Board
Examination conducted by the Board
of Secondary Education (BSE),
Odisha, results of which weredeclared
today. The state average is around
96.7%. For over 17 years, since its
inception, the School has been
achieving, almost 100% resultsin the
Board Exams.As many as 2008
students appeared for the exam, the
highest for any school in the State, out
of whom 40% students secured 60%
marks and the rest secured more than
50% marks. Sagun Tudu topped the

school with 90% marks. Fifty students
from the Saura, Bonda, and Paudi
Bhuyan communities of the Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG)
performed well in the examination with
good marks, while students of KISS
from the neighbouring state of
Jharkhand also excelled in the matric
board examination.Congratul ating the
students and teachers, Dr. Achyuta
Samanta, Founder, KIIT & KISS said,
the continued success of KISS students
year after year has been possible only
dueto the continuous effort of teachers
and staff, and the sincere dedication of
KISS students.

life, leaving no onebehind.
Tea and the tea industry
can be one of the engines
to implement the Four
Betters.

Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) in
collaboration with Tea
Association of India
(TAl) organised a
programtitled " Futuristic
Tea" on International Tea
Day 2024 in Kolkata.
The program featured
discussions on various
topics including Indian
Tea Brand, engaging the
youth with tea, exploring
new international
markets, formulating a
new tea policy for India
and addressing the future
prospects and challenges
of Indian tea, with an
emphasison sustainability.
Prominent speakers
included Dr Subrata
Gupta, |AS, Additional
Chief Secretary, Food
Processing &
Horticulture Department,
Government of West
Bengal; Mr. Debasish

:I inia

Sen, IAS, Former
CMD, WBHIDCO; Ms
ShailjaMehta, Director,
Jardin Henderson Ltd &
VicePresident, TAIl; Ms
Chaitali Das, Director,
Rakshak Group & MD,
Route2Jute Pvt Ltd; Mr
Vikram S Gulia,
Chairman, ICC Tea
Committee; Mr. Ravi
Suchanti, Co-Chair, ICC
TeaCommittee; and Ms
Susmita Dasgupta, Tea
Artist and Founder, Tea
with Susmita& ICC Tea
Committee Member.
These industry leaders
deliberated on thefuture
of the Indian tea
industry.

Dr SubrataGupta, |AS,
said, “....Thename"tea"
has become associated
with a wide range of
beverages, some of
which do not even
contain tea leaves....."
Mr. Debasish Sen, |AS,
highlighted about a
unique tea garden build
at Eco-Park in Kolkata

Faculty died | |n an accident

Badachana (Dilip

: Swagatika rout ,age -
47. Wifeof LateNiranjan

Goochhayat of
Bhusundpur Village under
Badachana Block
working as a lecturer in
Botany at Mukunda patra
Degree college

while returning from
the College on her
scooty

was hit by an unknown
vehiclenear Chandikhole
After some time of
treatment there, the
doctor declared her dead.
On hearing about her
death, the principal of the
college, faculty and staff,
editor in chief of odia
D a i | y
PARYABEKHYAK &
English daily THE

K A LI NGA
CHRONICLE Dr.
Pabitra mohan

samantaray ,Senior
Advocate Debrgj behera
friends, and eminent
persons reached her
residence and paid their
last respects. Dibyajyoti,
her only son who is
studying Plus three in
B J B
College,Bhubaneswar
gave fire to the mortal
BodyA mournful
atmosphere has been
created in the village.

KI SSAchleves 100% Pass Rateln CH SE Class 12 Exams

Bhubaneswar, May
27(KCN): In a
significant achievement,
all 1,885 studentsfromthe
Kalinga Institute of
Socia Sciences (KISS)
who appeared in the
Council of Higher
Secondary Education
(CHSE)-conducted
Class 12 examination
have passed, achieving
a 100% success rate
across the Arts,
Science, and
Commerce streams.
The results were
announced on Sunday.
Girls outshine boys in
this year's results.

Among the students,
38% secured first

marks.

division
Breaking it down by
stream, 40% of Science

students, 41% of
Commerce students,
and 33% of Arts

students achieved first
division marks.

Hiramani Mallick
achieved ascore of 88%
and topped the Arts
stream at the college. In

the Science stream,
Libu Sardar topped with
80% marks. Shankar
Bhumij secured 87%
marks and secured the
top position in the

Commerce stream at
the college. Seventy-
five students from
various PVTG groups
also excelled in the
Science, Arts, and
Commerce streams.
These outstanding
results reflect the
dedication of both
students and faculty at
KI1SS and underline the
institute's role in
providing quality
education and
opportunities for
success, said the
Founder of KIIT and
KISS, Dr. Achyuta
Samanta, while
congratulating the
students.

Ms Shailja Mehta
highl |ghted |mportance of

Jn
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Mr Vikram SGulia, MD,
A malgamated
Plantations Pvt Ltd,
TATA Subsidiary
stressed on market
expansion of tea by
expanding consumer base
amongst theyouth. Gulia
mentioned Assam, Nilgiri
and Dooarsarethemajor
tea-producing regionsin
India, renowned for their
rich aroma  and
exceptional quality.
Mr. Ravi Suchanti, said “
Given India's
predominantly warm
weather conditions,
offering both hot and cold
tea variants can cater to
diverse preferences and
Seasons, ensuring year-
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round appeal...

Ms Susmita Dasgupta,
stressed on need for
market expansion using
multiple strategies
including brand building,
pairing with other food
items including
chocolates. Ms Chaitali
Das, said, "... Jute
presents a wonderful
packaging option for tea,
offering sustainability and
eco-friendlines. Das
mentioned  Festive
occasions present great
opportunity to promote
tea packed in jute.

Mr. P K Bhattacharjee
Secretary General of
TAI moderated the

/1)
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Grim Reality of Modi’'s Guar antee

AR TR
of the seven-
phased Lok Sabha polls
beginningonApril 19, the
BJP unveiled its long-
awaited manifesto titled
the BJP's Sankalp Patra
withthetagline" Modi ki
Guarantee," on
Ambedkar Jayanti. The
manifesto outlinesaroad-
map to transform India
intoa*“Vikasit Bharat” or
developed country by
2047, including apledge
to introduce a 'one
nation, one election'
system and a common
electord roll.

. But manifesto does
not tell how far BJP has
realised promises made
before the last two Lok
Sabha elections. It does
not address the various
social, economic malaise
plaguing masses. It does
not tell how much the
standard of living of
people hasincreased and
people are enjoying a
decent life. It doesnot tell
how to tackle various
social, economic
mal ai ses plaguing
masses.

Hence, there is a need
for examining the
sobering reality- real
things or the real nature
of things rather than
imagined, invented.
Actually, the need for
providing food assistance
to around 81.3 crore
people portrays the
gravity of thesituationin
the country and grim
reality of Modi’'s
guarantee. Actually,
propagandaby BJPisso
packaged so well that
evenwell-educated youth
and the middle class are

hoodwinked.
Elections are times
when there is an

evaluation of the
performances of the
Government,  their
promises in the election

manifesto, and the
implementation of these
performances. While in
power for the past 10
years, the BJP has not
fulfilled itspromiseslike
bringing back black
money stashed abroad,
crediting Rs 15 lakh each
to bank accounts of
people, generating two
crore jobs each year and
doubling the income of
farmers.
The bitter truth is that
around 19 schemes of
UPA regimes have been
redesigned, rebranded
and renamed in Modi’s
regime. BJP owes much
of its publicity to
MGNREGA, Pradhan
Mantri Garib KalyanAnn
Yojana and Direct cash
transfer scheme. All
those owetheir originsto
the UPA regime. The
NREGA (later
rechristened as
MNREGA) enacted in
September 2005, while
Direct cash transfer
scheme on January 1,
2013. Pradhan Mantri
GaribKalyanAnnYojana
isnew incarnation of the
National Food Security
Act, 2013 (NFSA 2013).
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana was the
UPA’s Basic Savings
Bank Deposit Account;
the Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao Yojana was the
same asthe National Girl
Child Day programme;
the Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti
Yojana was the Rajiv
Grameen Vidyutikaran
Yojang; theAtal Mission
for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation
was the Jawaharlal
Nehru National Urban
Renewal Mission
renamed; the BJP's
neem-coated urea was
the same as the
Congress neem-coated
urea; the Soil Health
Card scheme was the
National Project on
Management of Soil
Health and Fertility; the
Atal Pension Yojanawas
the Swavalamban
Yojana; and even Mr
Modi’sflagship“Makein

India” was merely the
National Manufacturing
Policy (NMP) under a
new name.

The reality is that the
UPA’s schemes had
unremarkable names
even though they had the
same aims. Modi’'s
schemes have catchier
names because he
spends so much effort
personally polishing
coinage. Modi’sschemes
targeted at the wealthy
had English names —
Digital India, Skill India,
Start-up India, Make in
India — signalling
aspiration. However, the
schemes for the poor
werein Hindi — Ujjwala
Yojana, Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, Beti Padhao
Beti Bachao, Jan Dhan,
GaribKayan, PM Kisan,

Mudra Yojana -
reflecting the branding
priority.

“Vikasit Bharat” or
developed country by
2047 in an illusion and
hoax., Nobody has seen
tomorrow and inthelong
run everybody is dead.
Corona Pandemic has
taught us how life is
uncertain. India
continues to be a lower
middle-income country
and the dream of
developed India is an
illusion now. Until 2006,
the World Bank had put
India in the low-income
country club. In 2007,
Indiamoved to thelower-
middle income country.
Since then, the country
has been jammed in the
same club.

According to the IMF
World Economic Outlook
(October - 2023), GDP
(nominal) per capita of
Indiain 2024 isprojected
at $2,848 at current
prices. India is at 143rd
position out of 195
economies in terms of
GDP (nomind) per capita
Indiasnominal per capita
is over 52 times lower
than the richest country
and approximately 10.61
times greater than the
world's poorest country.
Indiaisat 33rd positionin
thelist of Asian countries.

Dr. Santosh Kumar Mohapatra
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The per-capita income
growth hasdroppedto5.1
percent in this fiscal
whichis21lyears lowest.
Since 2011, India has
become the third largest
economy in terms of
purchasing power parity
and no further
improvement seen since
then.

The 2023 report on food
security and nutrition
released by five UN
agenciesearlier thisweek
said 74.1 percent of
Indians, or 104.3 crore
people, were unable to
afford a healthy diet in
2021. For a comparison,
about 66 per cent of
peoplein Bangladesh, 30
per cent in Iran, 11 per
centin China, 2.6 per cent
in Russig, 1.2 per cent in
the US and 0.4 per cent
inthe UK were unableto
afford a healthy diet in
2021. The report also

estimated India's
proportion of
undernourished population

at 16.6 per cent during
2020-2022.

What isdisquietingisthat
Income and wealth
inequality today ishigher
than that of British Raj.
Between 2014-15 and
2022-23, the rise of top-
end inequality has been
particularly pronouncedin
terms of  wealth
concentration. By 2022-
23, the top 1 percent
incomeand wesalth shares
inthenation'sincomeand
wealth (22.6 percent and
40.1 percent) are at their
highest historical levels
and India’'stop 1 percent
income share is among

the very highest in the
world, higher than even
South Africa, Brazil and
the US. By contrast, the
number of billionaires
have increased from 1 in
1990t0200in 2024.

Employment is a
mammoth challengefor a
country wheremillions of
young peopleenter thejob
market every vyear.
Unemployment or
underemployment is
becoming both apolitical
as well as a social
problem in the country.
Although India is the
world's fastest-growing
large economy, it facesa
serious challenge of
dealing with joblessness.
Indiaiswitnessingjobless
growth. The country’s
economy iswitnessing a
stagnating employment
growth rate, weakening
employment elasticity,

slow structural
transformation, and
brewing structural

problems in the labour
market such as low
female labour force
participation and arisein
the unemployment rate
(UR) with education
levels, according to a
study by D. Tripati Rao of
the Indian Institute of
Management (I11M),
Lucknow.

In urban India, the latest
unemployment rate for
those between 15-29
years of age is almost
threetimeshigher at 17.3
percent than the overall
rate of 6.6 percent,
according to NSSO’s
quarterly Periodic Labour
Force Survey for July-

September 2023. This is
a current weekly status
estimate that captures
thosewho sought or were
availablefor work during
the reference period of a
week preceding the
survey.

India’'s youth continue to
grapple with soaring
unemployment rates, with
nearly 83 percent of the
jobless  population
belonging to this
demographic, as per the
IndiaEmployment Report
2024 jointly published by
the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) and
the Institute of Human
Development (IHD). The
share of educated youths
among all unemployed
people also increased to
65.7 percent in 2022 from
54.2 percentin 2000. The
unemployment rate
among youths was six
times greater for those
who had completed
secondary education or
higher (18.4 percent) and
nine times higher for
graduates (29.1 percent)
than for persons who
could not read or write
(3.4 percent) in 2022.
Whatever jobscreated are
vulnerableand not meant
for educated youth. Over
60 Lakh Central and
State Govt Posts Lying
Vacant.

Theaveragerea monthly
wages of a regular wage
worker dipped to Rs
10,925 in 2022 from Rs
12,100in2012.0nly 14.9
per cent of regular
workers earned more
than Rs 20,000 in 2022,
down from 17.1 per cent
in 2012. Similarly, the
report notes that the
average real earnings of
sef-employedindividuas
declined annually by 0.8
per cent to Rs 6,843 in
2022 from Rs 7,017 in
2019.

Contrary to BJP's well-
organized propaganda
machinery, the past
decade of Modi rule has
heightened the distress of
therural poor. Thewages
for themgjor agricultural
and non-agricultural
occupationshave declined

by 3 percent per annum
from2013-14t0 2018-19.
due to elevated inflation.
An ILO (International
Labour Organisation)
working paper aso points
to negative trends in the
purchasing power of rural
Indian wages in recent
years. The crisis is so
severe that agricultural
workers are committing
suicide. According to the
Nationa Crime Records
Bureau report last year,
5,563 agricultural workers
died by suicide. Overal,
40,685 farm labourers
have been forced to kill
themselves since 2014.
Average 30 farmer -
called as Anna data-
commitssuicides per day
in Modi ‘s era. The
policies of BJP have
wretchedly failed to
address this frightening
Situation.

What is aarming is that
India's household debt
soared to an
unprecedented level of 40
per cent of the GDP by
December 2023, from 38
percent of GDP for the
fiscal year 2022-23, the
second-highest level since
the pandemic-induced
downturnin2020-21. This
indicates a significant
escalation in financial
strain and distress. Earlier
estimates from the RBI
had dready raised darms,
indicating that households
net financial savings had
plummetedtoanaarming
5.1 percent of GDPinthe
fiscal year 2022-23,
representing a 47-year
nadir from 7.2 percent in
2021-22. Despite
subsequent revisions
showing adlight uptick to
5.3 percent of GDP, the
figures remained
distressingly low, painting
a bleak financial
landscape for Indian
households.

The government makes
a pompous claim that
poverty has been
eliminated fully or if it
existsitisaround 4to 5
percent of population
only. Actually, the
yardstick used to
measure poverty is

deprivation or starvation
only. What is
disconcerting when the
ruling classistalking of
developed India, the
$2.15 aday poverty line,
reflects the value of
national poverty linesin
some of the poorest
countries, is often
referred to as the
extreme poverty line.
For added perspective,
the World Bank also
tracks poverty at $3.65
aday, thetypical linefor
lower-middle-income
countries, and $6.85 a
day, typical for upper-
middle-income countries.
Based on the poverty
rate at $2.15 a day,
11.90% Indians are
plagued by extreme
poverty in 2021, higher
than Bangladesh 9.1%.
If the poverty rate at
$3.65 a day (2017 PPP)
is used then 46.54%
Indiansin 2021 are poor.
If the poverty rate at
$6.85 a day (2017 PPP)
used 82.98% Indians are
found to be poor in 2021.

Inflation rate may
decline or rise due to
base effects but prices
of essential commodities
have increased manifold
eroding the purchasing
power of people.
Lifestyle inflation is
increasing at a much
higher rate. Health,
education has become
unaffordable today. The
problem is that India's
ruling classes tend to
cater to the interests of
the rich, powerful and
business behemoths.
Hence, instead of
resorting to publicity
blitzkrieg, the
government should try
for greater empowerment
for the poor and deprived
section of society through
better education,
healthcare, gender equity
and job creations. No
attempt should be made
to evoke emotions.

The author is an
Odisha-based eminent
columnist/economist
and social thinker.
Email :

skmohapetr a67@gail.com

Preacher Of Humanism and Communism

B

gl
o

- ' 5 i
India our blessed

motherland always
attract many
sages,saints and
religious teacher to
come to this
land.Gautam Buddhais
among the greatest
religiousteachersof the
world. He gave the
message of truth, peace,
humanity and equality .
Hefounded Buddhism.
Itisfollowedin China,
Japan, Sri Lanka,
Burmaand thecountries
of south-east-Asia.
Searvicetodl ix Buddhas

great teaching.Lord
Buddha was born in
563BCat Lumbini, terai
area of Nepal. He was
the son of ruler of
Kapilavastu and the
chief of the shakyaclan
Suddhodana Hismother
was Mahamaya. His
childhood name was
SddharthaHewaschild
with contemplative bent
of mind. So his father
took every care to
influencehiminfavour of
aworldly life. Hegave
himalifeof luxury and
comfort. Siddharthwas
married at theearly age
of 16 to a beautiful
princess Yashodhara.
After marriage
son,Rahul was born to
them. A turning point
cameinto hislifewhen
he was 29 years old.
Driving with his
charioteer,oneday, first
he saw an oldman, as

bent as a gable-roof.
2ndly healsosaw asick
man, suffering and very
ill. Thirdly he saw dead
body. All these sights
produced a profound
effect on his mind
miseriesof old age, the
dying sick man and
mysteries of death
puzzled and hunted
Buddhasthoughts.
Hefelt that lifewasan
imitation cover only.
After that he departed
fromthe palacequietly
leaving hiswife, infant
son ana all the royal
comforts behind in
search of peace,truth
and nonviolence.
Siddhartha visited
many places, mare
many scholarsand saints
but was not satisfied.
After 6 years of
wandering and
meditation, at the age of
35 hegot enlightenment

M eer a

of Bodheraya
Siddhartha now got
transformed into the
Buddha or the
enlightened one.The
Peepd treeunder which
he got enlightenment
came to be known as
Bodhi Tree.
Hedélivered hisfirst
sermon called The
turning of thewheel of
law at Sarnath.He
passed away peacefully
in the presence of his
followers during the
reign of Ajata satru of
Mahadha.Histeachings
fromthe besisof one of
the world's great
religion,Buddhism. His
teachings were ethical
ratherthan
metaphysicel psychdlogical
and philosophical.
Buddha preached the
Four Noble- Truth
including the Eightfold

path.

Beura

Which are 1- Lifeis
fundamentally
disappointment and
suffering (duhkha)

2- Sufferingistheresult
of one's desires for
pleasures, power and
continued existence
(dukhasamudaya)

3- In order to stop
disappointment and
suffering one must stop
desiring(dukhanirodha)
4- Thereisapathwhich
leadsto the cessanation
of suffering.( dukha
nirodhamarga)

The way to stop
desiringand sufferingis
by the Noble Eightfold
path(asthangamarga)
TheEightfold pathisright
view, rightintention, right
Speech, right action, right
livelihood, right efront,
right avarenessandright
concentration. This
Eightfold path conssted
of a balanced and

moderate life. Lord
Buddhaopened theway
to salvation defined or
nirvana or liberation
fromthecycleof rebirth,
to all, irrespective of
birth. Hedidn't useit to
explain cast and
postulated nirvana as
atainableby any person
with anunderstanding of
reality and mood
preparation.

Lord Buddha
refused to recognisethe
religioussignificance of
cagtesystem. Buddhism
was a non-theistic
religion as no god was
postulated and it gave
no privileged positionto
apriestly caste. But he
recognised connection
between economic
welfare and mood
development.

According to the
Buddha, trying to
suppresscrimethrough

punishmentisfutile.

The Buddhawasaman
of great wisdom and
compassion.Hegpentlife
spreading histeachings,
making convertsto the
religious truths and
beliefs he propounded
andtraininglargenumber
of learned and well-
disciplined followersto
continue thework after
him.

Lord Buddha
attained nirvana in
Kushinagar (UP) in
483BC,before his soul
rested in peace, he
uttered hisfamous | ast
words-“ Beyou lamps
unto yourselves.Hold
fast to the Truth as a
lamp, look not for
refuge.” to anyone
besdeyourselves.

Buddhi st philosophy
is very vast and
comprehensive.
Buddhism spread dong

the mgjor traderoots of
the next thousand years
first throughout Indian
subcontinent and then
beyond to seylon( now
Sri Lanka) and South-
east-Asiain the South,
to central Asia in the
North to China and
furtherintheeast.

It received the
protection ant patronage
of many kings like
Ashok,Harshavardhana,
Kanishka,Samudragupta
and flourished
rapidly.Buddha is
worshipped by all
castes,creed and faith.
He belonged to the
humanity. Don't harm
any creature for your
interestistheremarkable
idedl for dl to practice.

meg baurazd@gmailaom
Phane
no: 7846921400




Editorial

Cooperativeinstitutions,
one of the oldest forms
of organized
development in human
civilization, operate on
cooperation, self-help,
and mutual aid principles.
InIndia, theseingtitutions
play acritical rolein the
financial sector,
particularly in providing
credit to the rural
populace. With a vast
network of cooperative
credit institutions across
urban and rural areas,
these organizations
facilitate  financial
inclusion, reaching
segments of the
population often
overlooked by traditional
banks. However, despite
their extensivereach and
significant  impact,
cooperative  credit
institutions face
numerous challengesthat
need to be resolved to
enhance their efficacy
and sustainability.

According to the
Reserve Bank of Indias
(RBI) report on the
Trend and Progress of
BankinginIndia2019-20,

there are 1,539 Urban
Cooperative Banks
(UCBs) and 97,006
Rural Cooperative Banks
(RCBs) across the
country. UCBsprimarily
serve urban and semi-
urban areas, while RCBs
cater torura regions. As
of March 2020, advances
to Micro and Small
Enterprises (MSEs) by
UCBs constituted 26.5%
of their gross advances.
However, the financial
health of theseingtitutions
is concerning, with
UCBs reporting Gross
Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs) at 10.8% and
Net NPAs at 5.1% for
FY 2020.
Rural
mainly

cooperatives,

Primary
Agricultural  Credit
Societies (PACS),
provide short-term and
long-term credit to
farmers and small
borrowers. Thethree-tier
structure includes 33
State Cooperative Banks
(StCBs) at the apex, 363
District Central
Cooperative Banks
(DCCBs) at the
intermediate level, and
98,000 PACS at the
grassroots. However,
DCCBs have higher
NPA ratios and lower
recovery-to-demand
ratios than StCBs. As of
FY 2019, NPAs for
StCBs, DCCBs, and
PACS were 4.3%,

11.8%, and a staggering
45%, respectively.

The  Ministry  of
Cooperation, established
on July 6, 2021, aims to
foster “"sahkar se
samridhi" (Prosperity
through Cooperation) by
consolidating Indidssocia
and economic capital to
progressthrough self-help
and cooperation. India's
cooperative system,
encompassing credit and
non-credit institutions, is
vast. As of March 2018,
there were 8.5 lakh
cooperative units (NCUI,
2018), with 20% (1.77
lakh units) being credit
cooperatives and the
remaining 80% (6.731akh
units) being non-credit
cooperatives involved in
diverse activities such as
production, processing,
consumer  services,
industrial operations,
marketing, tourism,
healthcare, housing,
transport, labour, farming,
services, livestock, dairy,
fishery, and multipurpose
functions.

There are about 98,000
primary agriculturd credit
cooperatives in the
cooperative credit sector
alone, alongside
numerous primary-level
cooperatives engaged in

various non-credit
sectors. Over 50
departments and
ministries in  the

Government of Indiaare

directly or indirectly
involved in cooperative
activities. Since
cooperation is a State
subject, State
Governments promote
and regulate the
cooperative movement
through their respective
cooperative acts.

The Need for aNational
Database

Despite their extensive
network and significant
impact, cooperatives
lack coordinated effort
and efficient
management at both the
Union and State levels.
Cooperativesarecritical
infostering social capital,
trust, and connectivity,
empowering
communities at the
grassroots level.
However, cooperatives
need orientation and
strengthening across
various parameters such
as governance, business
operations,
organizational skills,
work allocation,
payments, market
systems, and supply

chains to enhance their
efficacy.
An effective

coordination mechanism
is crucia to consolidate
all cooperative
development efforts.
This requires a
comprehensive national
database that captures
information on various

cooperative parameters,
facilitating issue
resolution and timely
developmental action.
Benefits of a National
Database for
Cooperatives

A nationwide database
on cooperative
development can
revolutionize the
cooperativemovementin
India. A unified database
preventsdataduplication
and provides a clear
visual representation of
sectoral cooperatives,
enhancing transparency
and accessibility. The
database ensures
consistency and reliability
by standardizing data,
which are crucial for
policy-making and
administrative decisions.
The framework for bulk
information deposit
makesit simpler tolocate
and analyze pertinent
data, aiding researchers,
policymakers, and
stakeholders. Constant
dataflow into the system

ensures seamless
integration across
sectors, promoting

cohesive development
strategies. Near-real-
timedatacollection helps
identify and address
issues promptly, reducing
downtime and enhancing
cooperative efficiency.

Regular updates and data
integration make
information more
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Prof (Dr.) SN Tripathy

accessible, fostering
informed decision-
making. Timely decisions
based on accurate data
allow for targeted
interventions, improving
the health and
performance of
cooperatives. Reliable
statisticson cooperatives
contributions to
employment, income, and
wealth generation
providevauableinsights
for economic planning.
The measures required
are: To evaluate existing
data collection and
management practices
across various
cooperative sectors to
identify gaps and areas
for improvement, to
develop standardized
data collection
parameters to ensure
uniformity and
comparability across
different cooperative
sectors, to integrate the
national database with
existing Management
Information Systems
(M1S) to streamline data
flow and avoid
redundancy, to utilize
advanced dataanalytics,
artificial intelligence, and
machine learning to
enhance data processing
and decision-making
capabilities.

We need to train
cooperative members
and administrators on
data management

practices and the use of
new technologies to
ensure smooth
implementation and
maintenance of the
database and establish a
framework for regular
monitoring and evaluation
of the database to ensure
dataaccuracy, reliability,
and relevance.
Creating a national
database for
cooperatives will face
several challenges,
including data privacy
concerns, resistance to
change, and the need for
substantial investmentin
technology and training.
To resolve these
challenges, we need to
implement robust data
privacy and security
measures to protect
sengitiveinformation and
build trust among
cooperative members,
engage stakeholders
from the outset to ensure
their buy-in and active
participation in the
database initiative,
highlight the benefits of
the database for
cooperative devel opment
and sustainability, seek
funding and resources
from government bodies,
international
organizations, and private
sector partnersto support
the development and
maintenance of the
database, adopt a phased
implementation approach
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to allow for gradual
adaptation and minimize
disruption to existing
operations.

Tosumup, establishing a
national database for
cooperativesis acritical
step towards enhancing
the cooperative
movement in India. By
providing a
comprehensive,
standardized, and
accessible data
repository, the database
will facilitate better
coordination, informed
decision-making, and
targeted interventions.
This will improve the

efficiency and
sustainability of
cooperatives and

contributesignificantly to
India's economic and
socia development. The
collaborative efforts of

the  Ministry  of
Cooperation,  State
Governments, and

various cooperative
sectors are essential to
realize this vision and
ensure the long-term
prosperity of the
cooperativemovement in
India.

*Former Professor
of Economics,
Gokhale Institute of
Politics and
Economics, Pune,
currently at
Berhampur, Odisha
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(Contd. from 20th
May 2024)

18. Whether the
stay of demand can be
refused u/s 220(6) on
the ground that the
assessee is financially
sound and is in a
position to pay the
demand: Normally,
once the officer is
satisfied that an appeal
hasbeenfiled (and the
grounds are not
frivolous), hehastotreat
the assessee as not in
default to the extent of
the portion of tax
disputed in the appeal .
Though section 220(6)
doesnotindicateinwhat
cases denial of
discretion shall be
judtified, thefact that the
assessee is financially
sound and is in a
positionto pay isnotin
itself a ground for
refusing to exercisethe
discretioningrantingthe
stay - R.P. Davidv.Ag.
ITO[1972] 861 TR 699
(Mad). In UTI Mutual
Fundv. ITO WP (L)
No. 523 of 2013 (Bom)
Order dated 6thMarch
2013, itwasheld that it
isnot thelaw that inthe

absence of financial
hardship, no stay of
recovery can begranted.
The High Court held:
Where a strong prima
faciescaseismade out,
a direction to deposit
would itself cause
financial hardship. The
Assessing Officer must
deal with prima facie
meritsof the assessee’'s
caseinapped. Financid
hardshipisrelevant only
when the assessee is
unable to make out a
case on merits for an
unconditiona stay of the
demand. Also refer-
Slum Rehabilitation
Authority v. DDIT (E)
W.P. 2542 of 2014
dated 29.10.2014
(Bom); Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
v. DDIT (E) [2015] 55
taxmann.com 307
(Bombay)/ [2015] 230
Taxman 178 (Bombay),
Vodafone IndiaLtd. v.
CIT [2018] 89
taxmann.com 54
(Bombay).

19.  Whereassessee
has been granted
instalment for payment
of 20% of demand for
thepurposeof gaytill the

first gppedl, can assessee
later retract to pay the
instalment ontheground
of financial incapacity:
Whereassesseehasbeen
granted monthly
instalment for paying
20% or 15% of the
demand, asthecase may
be, on the basis of the
commitment by the
assesseeto pay thesaid
ingta ment regularly then
the assessee is not
entitled to make prayer
thet theinstalment should
bewaived or reduced on
account of financial
difficultiesbeingfaced by
the assessee. The
rejection of the fresh
prayer by the AO has
been held to bejustified
-Kalaignar TV (P) Ltd.
v. PCIT [2017] 88
taxmann.com 183
(Madras).

20.  Whether A.O.
can attach assessee’s
bank account despitethe
fact that demand has
been stayed by ITAT,
and put forward an
argument that hewasnot
awareof suchstay order:
Actionof A.O. to attach
assessee’ sbank account
despite | TAT stay order
IS clear cut contempt.
The hearing in ITAT
casesarebeing attended
by CIT-DR and orders
are pronounced in open
Court. As such AO
cannot plead its
Ignorance. Seriousview
has been taken in the
cases of A.T. Kearney
India Pvt. Ltd. v. ITO
W.P.(C) 1937/2014
(Delhi HC); DIT (E) v.
MaharastraHousing and

Area Development
Authority Writ Petition
(L) No. 3174 of 2013
dated 04.02.2014; and
Bharti Airtel Limitedv.
ACIT ITA No 5816/
Del/2012 dated
11.03.2014 of ITAT,
Ddhi.

21. CanA.O. grant
stay for alimited period:
The A.O. may keep a
demand in abeyance
under sec. 220(6) “so
long as the appeal
remansundisposed of”.
TheA.O. hasdiscretion,
for good reasons, not to
grant any stay at all; he
has also the power to
impose any just
condition e.g., security
etc. whilegranting stay.
But arbitrary decisonto
grant a stay upto a
certain day and not as
long as the appeal
remainsundisposed of
iSnot aproper exercise
of discretion -
Hindusthan Rubber
Works Ltd. v. CIT
[1971] 81 ITR 397
(Cal). As per CBDT
Instruction vide Office
Memorandum No.
F.NO.404/72/93-
ITCC, dated 31-7-
2017, if 20 per cent of
demandispaid, theAO
will generally grant the
day.

2. Whether
department can go to
High Court against the
stay order by ITAT
where there is a High
Court decisoninfavour
of assessee for the
controversy involved: It
has been held that the
entiredemandraised by

theauthoritieswasprima
facie not even
sustainable when the
controversy was
apparently covered in
assessee’ sfavour by
Delhi High Court and
Bengaurul TAT rulings,
in such a case the
revenue must not harass
the assessee and must
not misuse the
condtitutiona remedies.
TheHigh Court
further remarked that
“The efforts of the
Revenueto provetheir
point that they had a
good case on merits
beforethe Condtitutiona
Courts rather than
respecting the orders
passed by the statutorily
created Tribunals not
only shows lack of
judicial discipline and
hierarchical discipline
which they should
maintain, but tregting the
condtitutiona remediesas
a vested right with
them.....inturn depriving
the Condtitutiond Courts
to devote their timefor
lookingintothe causesof
poor people, which
deserve their time and
attention of the court
more than such
Government
Depatments”; TheHigh
Court imposed
‘exemplary’ cost of
Rs.50,000 each, to be
paid personally by 2
Principal CITs and an
ACIT. Refer: Epson
IndiaPvt. Ltd. v. ACIT
TS-19-HC-2018
(KAR).
23. Whether
CIT(A) cangrant stay of

demand: CIT(A) can
grant stay of demandtill
the disposal of appeal -
Debasish Moulik v.
DCIT 231 |ITR
737(Cal.); ITOv.M K.
Mohammed Kunhi
(M.K.) 71 ITR 815
(SC); Prem Prakash
Tripathi v. CIT 2081 TR
461 (All.); Paulsons
LithoWorksv. ITO 208
ITR676 (Mad.); Kesav
Cashew Co. v. DCIT
210 ITR 1014 (Ker.);
TinManufacturing Co. of
Indiav. CIT 212 ITR
451 (A1) .,
Kallettumkara Service
Co-operativeBank Ltd.
v. ITO [2019] 112
taxmann.com 65 (Ker)..
24.  Anasesseehas
disputed theadditionsin
apped andCIT (Apped)
hasdecided inthefavour
of theassessee. Assuch
assessee got therefund.
Department moved to
ITAT andthentotheHigh
Court whereintheHigh
Court decidedinfavour
of revenue and demand
was raised. In order to
nullify the decision of
Apex Court in the case
of- Vikrant TyresLtd. v.
First 1TO [2001] 247
ITR 821 (SC), section
220(1A) has been
inserted by the Finance
(No. 2) Act, 2014 with
effect from 1st October
2014, to provide that
where any notice of
demand hasbeen served
upon an assessee and
any appeal or other
proceedings, asthe case
may be, is filed or
initiated inrespect of the
amount specifiedinthe

said notice of demand,
then such demand shall
bedeemedtobevdidtill
thedisposd of gpped by
thelast gppd lateauthority
or  disposal of
proceedings, asthecase
may be and such notice
of demand shall have
effect as provided in
Section 3 of the Taxation
Laws(Continuation and
Validation of Recovery
Proceedings) Act, 1964.

Inthesaid case
of Vikrant TyresLtd. the
Supreme Court had held
that where the assessee
initidly paidthetax asper
demand notice u/s 156,
but later got the tax
refunded pursuant to
gopellateorder, and later
on, the tax became due
from the assessee
pursuant to thedecision
of theHigh Court setting
asdethegppelateorder,
therevenueisnot entitled
to demand interest in
regard to the amount
which was refunded to
theassesseeonthebasis
of appellate order,
especially when the
assessee had promptly
satisfied the demand
made by therevenuein
regardtothetax origindly
assessed.

25. W here
juridictiona High Court
has held in favour of
asseSLEe 0N an issue, but
thedecision of theHigh
Court has been
challenged in the apex
court by thedepartment,
should stay begrantedin
such cases. Where the
claim of the assesseeis
covered by thedecision

d Part 3

of thejurisdictiona High
Court but has been
disdlowed ontheground
that theview of theHigh
Court hasbeen contested
inthegpex court, insuch
a case, stay should be
granted to the assessee-
Vellore District
Government Employees
Co-operative Society V.
ACIT [2014] 70 CCH
0152 (Chen. HC) : http:/
/indiankanoon.org/doc/
138897718/.

26. Conclusion: In
case of any demand
notice received by a
taxpayer, appropriate
stepsshould betakento
filethegpped againg the
assessment order, if so
advised. Thenwithinthe
stipulated period of 30
days, apetitionfor Stay
of Demand should be
furnished. Wherever so
required 20 per cent of
tax demand may bepad
vide CBDT Office
Memorandum No.
F.NO.404/72/93-
ITCC, dated 31-7-
2017, so that AO can
grant Stay. In case of
extreme problem, the
AO / CIT may be
gpproachedfor dlowing
payment lower than 20
per cent. Necessary
evidencesin support of
extreme problems
should befurnishedwith
Stay Petition or at the
timeof hearing od stay
petition.

(Concluded)

(Narayan Jain is author of books
“How to Handle I ncome Tax
Problems” and “Income Tax

Pleading & Practice” with CA
Dilip Loyalka).
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Kariwal appea

Chandigarh  (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN),:
Aam Aadmi Party
supremo and Delhi Chief
Minister, Arvind Kgjriwal,
on Sunday appeaedtothe
Punjabisto support himin
the fight to save
democracy and the
congtitution.

He said that | need your
support for the rapid
development of Punjab. |
reguest you to strengthen
our hands. If you give us
13 seats, our strength will
increase in the center.
Then no one will be able
to stop Punjab's funds
and even the Governor
will not beableto stop any
billsof Punjab. Right now,
the central government
has stopped about eight
and ahalf thousand crores
of Punjab. This is
happening because we
are weak in the Lok
Sabha.

He said that the central
government is harassing
Punjab. Punjab hasacoal
minein other state, when
we started bringing coal
from there, the central
government said to bring
coal to Punjab via Sri
Lankaand Gujarat. When
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann opposed this, then
the central government

gave a direct train to
bring coal. If we had
more MPsin Parliament,
this would not have
happened.

Kejriwal said that the
people of Punjab have
made the biggest
contribution in the
freedom struggle. That
is why today | have
come to you with an
appeal to save the
country. Today the
constitution and
democracy of the
country are in danger.
Tosaveit, youwill have
to come forward again.
If we do not defeat
NarendraM odi thistime,
then the democracy and
constitution of the
country  will  be
destroyed. Then the
situation in the country
will  become like
Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Russia

Hesaid that Imran Khan
wasputinjail duringthe
elections in Pakistan,
due to which his seats
decreased. In
Bangladesh too, Sheikh
Hasina put all the
opposition leadersinjail
during the elections, and
became the Prime
Minister again. Similarly,
in Russia, President

Vladimir Putin either put
the opposition leadersin
jail or gotthemkilled, then
he became the President
with 87 percent votes.
Today the situation in
Indiais also the same.
He said that this election
of India is being
conducted dictatorially.
Before the elections, |
and three big leaders of
my party, Sanjay Singh,
Manish Sisodia and
Satyendra Jain were put
in jail. In Maharashtra,
they broke Shiv Senaand
NCP. In Jharkhand,
Chief Minister Hemant
Sorenwasputinjail. You
tell me, isthistheway to
contest elections in a
democratic country?

Financial self-reliance initiative for self-
Improvement of transgenders

Rajanna Sircilla, May
27 (KCN): For the first
time in the State, the
government launched
proposals for financial
self-reliance and self-
improvement of
transgenders. The way
has been paved to move
ahead with  self-
confidence to sustain
financidly. A petrol pump
will be set up in Rajanna
Sircilla district soon.
Plans have been made to
set up a petrol pump to
provide better
opportunities to the
transgenders in the
district. Later, in the
district development
review meeting held in
the month of February,
the district collector
instructed the officials
concerned to complete
this issue expeditiously.
In compliance with the
Equal Opportunity Act
for Transgenders, the
Rajanna Sircilla district
administration has been
working for their welfare
under the direction of
Collector Anurag
Jayanti. Identity cards
have been issued to 25
transgenders in the
district so far. An
agreement is being made
with We-Hub to organize
various training
programs for their self-
employment.

Arrangementsarein full
swing to set up a petrol
pump in the district
headquarterswith along

term goal for
transgenders to live
with better opportunities
in the society and also
for rehabilitation. A No
Objection Certificate
(NOC) has also been
issued for the same.
Indian Oil Company has
sanctioned a petrol
pump here. At present,
arrangements are afoot
to start construction
programs related to
these in the V.Wing
Park opposite the
Medical College in the
Second Bypass of the
District Centre. The
programsaregoing under
the supervision of
Collector Anurag
Jayanthi.

A petrol pump is to be
built with an estimated
cost of Rs. 3 crores. With
its construction, 15
transgenders will get
direct employment inthis
pump, while there are
opportunitiesfor another
ten peopleto get indirect
employment. As part of
this, additional collector
(municipal institutions)
Pujari Gautami will
conduct awareness
programs for
transgenders in the
district. Training
programs for
transgenders on petrol
pump management will
be conducted soon. To
this extent, District
Welfare Officer (Nodal
Officer) Lakshmi Rgjam
ispreparing aplan.

“The district authorities
are setting up a petrol
pump to provide
employment to us. A
special meeting was held
on this. We aways find
work. It will be very
beneficid financidly. Let's
tekeadvantageof it,” said
B. Madhusha. “With the
establishment of a petrol
pump under the auspices
of the Indian Oil
Company, we got a good
opportunity to sustain
ourselvesfinancially. The
way to moveforwardwith
confidence is made. We
stand as guides for other
transgenders,” opined P.
Supriya. “According to
the Equal Opportunity Act
2019 brought by the
Government of India for
Transgenders, many
innovative development
programs are being
undertaken in the district
as per the orders of the
District Magistrate. We
are issuing ID cards to
them as per the
guidelines given by the
government in the case
of their gender change.
Also, many development
programs are being
undertaken with the
instructions received
from the government in
January for their
permanent employment.
They will also be sent for
training under the
guidance of District
Collector Anurag
Jayanti,” said District
Welfare Officer (Nodal
Officer) Lakshmirajam.

Keriwa sadthat if Modi
wins the election this
time, hewill changethe
constitution of the
country. Hewill end the
electoral system from
the country and will end
the reservation given to
backward and
scheduled castes by the
Constitution. He said
that this has been the
aim of RSS and its
associated organi zations
from the beginning.
Therefore, in this
election, we haveto end
dictatorship by any
means. We will eat one
lessmeal, but we should
not let dictatorship be
implemented in the
country.

United Nationsproc

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):The first
international football
tournament in history
with the representation
of al regions, took place
onMay 25, 1924, during
the summer Olympic
gamesheldin Paris. The
date a so coincideswith
the decision at the 17th
FIFA Congress in
Amsterdam, the
Netherlands, in 1928 to
create the FIFA World
CupTM

In recognition of this
milestone, on May 7,
2024, the General
Assembly passed

Wor

Kolkata,(Saikat Kumar
Basu ):World Biodiversity
Day, also known as the
International Day for
Biological Diversity, is
observed on May 22 each
year. This day aims to
increase understanding
and awareness of
biodiversity issues. In
2024, the theme for World
Biodiversity Day is"From
Agreement to Action:
Build Back Biodiversity,"
focusing on the successful
implementation of global
agreements on
biodiversity and the
importance of restoring
ecosystems to protect and
sustain the planet's
biodiversity. Various
events, activities, and
campaigns will be held
worldwideto highlight the
significance of
biodiversity and the
urgent need for collective
action to conserve and
restore it. The theme
forctheWorld Biodiversity
Day 2024 has been: 'Be a
part of the plan'.

The World Biodiversity
Day was celebrated on
24.05.24 organized by the
Central Research
Committee and the
Department of Botany, Shri
Shikshayatan College in
collaboration with the
Science Association of
Bengal (SAB), Kolkata at
the Shri Shikshaytan
college campus. An Intra
and inter college student

Keriwal said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and BJP leaders are in
extreme arrogance. Look
at the state of their
arrogance that their
national spokesperson
Sambit Patra says that
Lord Jagannath is a
devotee of Modi ji.
Whereas Jagannath
means Jagat ke Nath.
That is, the one who does
welfare of the whole
world. On Lord Shri Ram,
these people say that
Modi ji has brought Shri
Ram home. Just think, can
any human being bring
God to earth! God has
created the whole
universe, but the BJP
people have now started

Resolution A/RES/78/281
proclaiming May 25 as
World Football Day.

The resolution
acknowledges "the global
reach of football and its
impact in various spheres,
including commerce,
peace and diplomacy, and
recognizing that football
creates a space for
cooperation."

FIFA President Gianni
Infantino hasthanked the
United Nations (UN) for
the “historic” World
Football Day resolution,
which was initiated by
Bahrain, Libya and
Tajikistan and

event was organized under
various categories, such as:

Poster, PowerPoint and
Video presentations,
Extempore, Doddle Art &
Collage, Craft & Model
preparation; based on sub
themes

Following registration, a
large numbet of students
both from the college and
other ingtitutes, attended the
program in large numbers.
The welcome address was
delivered by the Honourable
Teacher in Charge, Sri
Shikshaytan College
followed by a short speech
on the Importance of
International Celebrating
Biodiversity Day by Saikat
Kumar Basu representing
the Science Association of
Bengal. Reknowned
scientistsincludibg Dr. A. K.
Singh and others were
invited from the prestigious

aimed" Wor

thinking that Modi ji has
created the universe.
Therefore, it is very
important for the country
to defeat the arrogant
BJP.

Kegjriwa held a meeting
with tradersin Ferozepur
on Sunday. Kejriwal
heard the problemsof the
tradersand assured them
of a solution. AAP
National General
Secretary Dr Sandeep
Pathak, Punjab Finance
Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema and AAP
candidate from
Ferozepur Jagdeep Singh
Kaka Brar were present
inthismeeting.
Addressing thegathering,
Arvind Kejriwal told the
Arhtiyas (commission
agents) of Punjab that
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi calls you
middlemen. But we
consider you the
backbone of our

economy. We have great
respect for you. He said
that just as farmers and
labourers are important
for the development of
the country, traders,
businessmen and
industrialists are also

important.
He said that | came to
Punjab ayear ago. At that

subsequently
unanimously adopted by
170 nations at the
General  Assembly
earlier thismonth. Such
support at aglobal scale
is a testament to the
unifying power of
football, the world’'s
most popular sport, and
itsability to bring people
and nations together.

Mr Infantino called to
launch the World
Football Week to mark
a number of significant
milestones during May,
kicking off with the
recognition of the
founding of FIFA in

Centrefor Researchin Jute
andAllied Fibers(CRIJAF),
ICAR, Barrackporeto chair
various sessions, serve as

judges for  student
competitions and hand out
prizes to the best

performing students in the
valedictory session. The
CRIJAF team presented an
excellent display and sae
unit with products made of
juteand allied fibres, made
by local women asapart of
their outreach practice.
Later Dr. Singh made an
erudite presentation on the
eco-frienfly initiatives of
CRIJAF. Certificates, prizes
and food packets were
handed to the students.
Both CRIJAF teeam members
and SAB representatives
served as judges fior the
various student
competitions along with

in-house judges (faculty

d Foothal

time, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and I,
held meetings with
tradersfor several hours
in many citiesincluding
Jalandhar, Ludhiana,
Mohali and | myself
noted down their every
problem. After my
departure, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann held
several business
meetings and, on that
basis, took several
important decisonslikethe
'One Time Settlement’
scheme to solve the
problems of traders.
Kgriwa said that before
our government was
formed, the condition of
industry in Punjab was
very bad. For 75 years,
Punjab's industry was a
victim of nepotism.
Traders were leaving the
state and going to other
states like Rajasthan,
MadhyaPradesh, Gujarat,
but in the last two years,
the trend of industries
leaving the state has
ended and the new
industry is coming to
Punjab.

Investments worth about
Rs 56,000 crore have
been made in Punjab in
two years. A reputed
company like Tata Stedl
has set up its second

Paris on 21 May 1904
and continuing the
football festivities until
25 May. Football, as a
prominent global sport,
holds a unique position.
Beyond mere
recreation, it is a
universal language
spoken by people of all
ages, transcending
national, cultural, and
socio-economic
boundaries. This shared
passion fosters a sense
of community and
nationa pride.

Football's broad appeal
and accessibility makeit
a potent tool for

0 Blodiversirty Day Celeb ration a the Shri Shikshayatan Co

members) from the Sri
Shikshaytan College.

The success of celebrating
theWorld Biodiversity Day
2024 jointly by the college
and SAB can be gauged
through several key
indicators:

Increased Awareness:
Greater public awareness
about biodiversity and its
importance is a primary
measure of success. This
can be seen through

widespread media
coverage, social media
engagement, and

educational activities that
reach a broad audience.
Policy Impact: Effective
celebration often leads to
policy changes or the
reinforcement of existing
policiesaimed at protecting
biodiversity. Thisincludes
new legislation, improved
conservation strategies,
and increased funding for
biodiversity projects.
Community Engagement:
Active participation from
communities, schools,
NGOs, and local
governments in events
such astree planting, clean-
up drives, educational
workshops, and
biodiversity fairsindicates
successful engagement.
Corporate Participation:
Involvement of businesses
in biodiversity-friendly
practices and sponsorship
of conservation projects
can be asign of successful
celebration. Corporate

sto Punjabis. Need your support inthefight to save democracy and the congitution

biggest plant here after
Jamshedpur. Companies
from countries like
Germany and Netherlands
arealso coming to Punjab
now. The biggest reason
for thisisthat thelaw-and-
order situation in Punjab
has improved alot in the
last two years and the
establishment of a large
number of industries here
proves this to be true.
Apart from this, we have
simplified thegovernment
process for the industry
and freed them from the
hassles of government
offices.

He said that our
government has ended
corruption in Punjab, due
to which a lot of
government money is
being saved now. With that
money, wearegiving free
electricity to the people of
Punjab. Today, 83 percent
of Punjabis are getting
zero electricity bills.
Apart from this, we are
building Mohalaclinicsat
various places and
improving the condition of
government hospitals. At
the same time, we are
converting government
schools into Schools of
Eminence. All this is
happening because our
intentions are clear and
weareworking honestly.

Day" on 25th May

promoting health and
well-being. It has also
served asavital platform
for advancing gender
equality and empowering
women and girls, both on
and off the field.

Moreover, football serves
as a catalyst for social
inclusion, fostering unity
and breaking down
barriers between diverse
communities. It provides
aspacewhereindividuas

from various
backgroundsconvergeto
promote mutual

understanding, tolerance,
respect, and solidarity.

lege, Kolkata

commitments

sustainability and
biodiversity can amplify the
impact.

Scientific Advancements:
Enhanced focus on
biodiversity can lead to
increased research efforts,
resulting in new scientific
findings, conservation
techniques, and improved
biodiversity databases.

Global Cooperation:
Successful celebrations
often foster international
cooperation and
partnerships aimed at
addressing biodiversity
loss on a global scale,
aligning with international
agreements like the
Convention on Biological

Diversity.
Positive Behavioral
Changes: Long-term

success can be seen in
changes in individual and
collective behavior towards
more sustainable practices
that support biodiversity
conservation, such as
reduced use of plastics,
sustainable farming
practices, and
conservation-friendly
tourism.

Evaluating these aspects
post-celebration helps in
understanding the
effectiveness of World
Biodiversity Day in
achieving its goals and
informsfuture strategiesfor
biodiversity conservation.
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OdishaPhase-1V Elections: 121 Crorepati Candidates|n Fray
96 candidates havecrlmlnal casesagainst them.

Bhubaneswar (KCN):

The final and fourth
phase of the state
electionsisscheduled for
June 1, with voting taking
place for six Lok Sabha
seats and 42 Assembly
seats. A total of 394
candidates are vying for
the 42 assembly seatsin
this phase, with 121 of
them being crorepatis as
per the report published
by Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) and Odisha
Election Watch analyzing
the criminal background,
financial status,
education etc of the

11 personshelafor vory trade -,

Rourkela(KCN):
Forest personnel here
seized two pieces of
ivory and nabbed 11
persons in this
connection during ajoint
operation with police,
Thursday. The Forest
personnel withthe help of
Bargaon police initialy
arrested seven persons —
-Rameshwar Nayak
(51), a resident of
Bargaon, Birgja Munda
(40) and Suguda
Hembram (34) of K
Bolang, Khageswar
Mohanta (40), Prakash
Chandra Mahakud (39),
Ramchandra Patra (61),
Satyananda Patra (51),
Pritikanta M ohanta (27)
and Ranjan Mohanta
(48) of Keonjhar.
Sources said all the 11
accused had gathered
at the residence of
Rameshwar Nayak and
were hatching a plan to
sell off theivory.

In the meanwhile,
Forest personnel and
police launched a joint

candidates.

Financial Status.Out of
394 candidates, 121
(31%) are crorepatis.
The BJD has the highest
number of crorepati
candidates at 37,
followed by BJP (30) and
Congress (21) and the
CPl and CPIM with one
each. Among the
crorepatis candidates,
Subasini Jena, a BJD
candidate from the
Balasore District Basta
Assembly seat, is the
wealthiest with assets
worth over Rs 135 crore.
Subasini Sahu a BJD,
Simulia candidate and

Niranjan Patnaik a
Congress,
Bhandaripokhari
candidate are second and
third richest with assets
over Rs 91 crore and Rs
86 crore respectively.

Benudhar M ohapatra, an
Independent candidate
has the lowest assets
worth Rs 645 followed
by Jharanarani Jena, an
Independent candidate of
Basta with Rs 1000 and
Gopal KrushnaBeheraof
Jai Maha Bharath Party
from Nimapara with Rs
2,671. Two candidates,
Sanjay Kumar Das, an
I ndependent candidate of

Dhamnagar and Gopal
Krushna Mohanty of
Ambedkarite Party of
IndiafromKore haveno
fixed or immovable
assets.

Criminal Cases.Interms
of crimina cases, 24%

raid and nabbed them.
During the operation,
two pieces of ivory
weighing around 3 kg
each were recovered
and seized. The accused
were brought to the
Banki forest range
office for interrogation
where they admitted
their involvement in the
illegal trade. During
interrogation, they
revealed that Jasobant
Patra alias Susant (58)
of Keonjhar and
Bidyadhara Patra (48)
of Karanjia in the

Mayurbhanj district
were also involved in
thisillegal activity.
Following the
confession, the duo was
also nabbed and taken
for interrogation. All the
above-mentioned
persons were involved
in the illegal trade of
ivory smuggling. They
have been booked
under Sections 9, 39, 44,
and 49 B of the Wild
Life (Protection) Act,
1972.

A case (15/2024) has
been registered in this

connection at the
Banki forest range
office. Later, the
accused persons were
produced in the SDIM
court at Bonai. The
accused persons will
facejail terms ranging
from a minimum of
three to seven years
and penalties up to Rs
1lakhwhen convicted.
Rourkela DFO
Jasobant Sethi
confirmed that further
inquiry wasgoing on to
ascertain where the
ivory was sourced from.

BJP Distributing Cash, Resorting To
Violence: BJD ComplalnsOdlshaCEO

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
A delegation of the Biju
Janata Dal today
submitted a
memorandum to the
Odisha Chief Electoral
Officer seeking
immediate action against
thedistribution of money
in the name of BJP Lok
Sabha candidate in
Sambal pur Parliamentary
Constituency for
soliciting votes.

The delegation has stated
that people are aleging
payment of Rs 500 per
vote during the
distribution of cash ahead
of the polls in the
constituency on May
25th, 2024.

BJD, in another
memorandum to the
Odisha CEO, urged to
take action against
violenceand intimidation
in Rengali Assembly
Constituency by
supporters of BJP
Rengali MLA Candidate
Nauri Nayak.

Drawing the attention of
Odisha CEO towardsthe
brutal attack led by six
armed miscreants on
Hemanta Dash, an
influential resident of
Brahmanipalli village
under K atarbhaga Police
Stationwithinthe Rengali
Assembly Constituency

in the wee hours of
Thursday.

“These assailants,
carrying swords, knives,
and other weapons,
forcibly entered Dash’s
house and threatened him
with dire consequencesif
he continued his support
for and voted for the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD). The
attackers, demonstrating
a shocking level of
violenceand intimidation,
locked Dash’'s wife,
Padmini Dash, and their
children in a separate
room, effectively
isolating Shri Dash and
coercing him into
compliance,” the BJD
memorandum read.
“The perpetrators, who
have been identified as
close associates of Nauri
Nayak, BJP MLA
candidate for Rengali

constituency, proceeded
to demand that Dash
work for the BJP. During
thisunlawful and violent
encounter, the assailants
looted cash and gold
ornaments from Dash’s
residence. Moreover,
Dash was severely
beaten, suffering
multipleinjuries, including
wounds to his face that
required stitches,” the
BJD alleged.
Thisincident isnot only
a gross violation of the
law but a so an egregious
infringement of the
democratic process and
the Model Code of
Conduct, it read.

The conch party further
demanded a thorough
and impartial
investigation into the
incident to identify and
apprehend al individuals
involved in the attack on

Hemanta Dash and his
family and the provision
of adequate security
measures to protect
Hemanta Dash, his
family, and other
vulnerableindividuasin
the constituency who
may betargeted for their
political affiliations.
Also, the Biju Janata
Dal today alleged that
supporters of BJP
Badachana MLA
candidate Amar Naik
have brutally attacked
some women
campaigning for BJD.
Sakuntala Behera and
her associates, who
were campaigning for
the BJD, were attacked
by BJP workers in
Malapada village of
Badachana block,
following which they
lodged an FIR in the
nearby police station.

or 96 of the candidates
havecrimina casesagainst
them. 88 candidates face
serious criminal cases,
while 17 have attempted
murder cases, and 20 have
cases related to crimes
against women. The BJP
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hasthe highest number of

candidates with criminal
cases at 28 out of 42,
followed by the BJD with
13 and the Congresswith
11.Ratikant Kanungo, the
Congress candidate from
Patkura, has a maximum

of 28 criminal cases
against him.Educational
Qualifications:The
educational qualifications
of the candidates vary
range from 5th pass to
doctorate  degrees.
Among the candidates,
three are just literates, 9
are 5th passwhile 19 are
8th pass, 68 are 10th pass
& 53 are12th pass, 22 are
diploma holders, 92
candidates are graduates,
54  are graduate
professionds, 68 are post-
graduates and 6 hold
doctorate degrees.

Agedistribution:The age
of the candidates ranges
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from 25 to 90 years. The
majority of candidates
(139) fal inthe41-50 age
group, followed by 101in
the 51-60 age group.
The report was unveiled
during apressconference
by OdishaElectionWatch
Coordinator Ranjan
Kumar Mohanty, core
team members Dr.
Sahadev Sahu, Dr. Seva
M ohapatra, and
Khyamakar Swain. As
the state gears up for the
final phase of elections,
the focus remains on
ensuring a fair and
inclusive electoral
process.
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New Delhi(KCN): An

tribute to "Hind ke

AllReligion I3yt On Nenru's60th dea thanniversary

All Religion Prayer was
held on Monday at the
samadhi ofthefirst Prime
Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru on
his 60th death
anniversary. On this
solemn occasion,
Hindu, Christian,
Buddhist, Muslim, Sikh
and scholars of other
religions read from
their religious texts.
Brother Solomon
George has read from
holy Bible. He has
been taking part in All
Religion prayer in both
Rajghat and Shanti Van
since long. Islamic
scholar Magsood
Ahmed read some
parts from Holy Quran.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also
paid tribute to the
Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. In a
post on X, PM Modi
said, "l pay homage to
former PM Pandit

Jawaharlal Nehru Ji on
his death anniversary."
Meanwhile, the
Congressalso paidrich
tributes to India's first
prime minister on his
death anniversary with
party chief Mallikarjun
Kharge saying the
country's history is
incompl ete without the
incomparable
contribution of "the
architect of modern

India".Kharge and
former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
also paid floral tributes
to the former prime
minister at hismemorial
‘Shantivan' here.

Inapost in Hindi on X,
Kharge said the history
of India is incomplete
without the
incomparable
contribution of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the

Mahagram offers door to door banking
services through Kirana stores

Bhubaneswar :Mahagram
is a social enterprise
focusing on Financial
Inclusion that has
enabled banking from
the mom-and-pop store

around the corner
through fintech
solutions. The

company’s missionisto
enable rural women to
save money at the local
Kirana (or grocery)
stores, instead of
traveling miles to the
nearest bank branch.
Recently, Mahagram
hastied up withapublic
sector bank — the Bank
of Maharashtra to roll
out the ‘Bank Sakhi’
project in Odisha. The

fintech would provide
financial technology and
infrastructure support to
augment rural financial
inclusion.As part of the
tie-up, the company has
onboarded more than
11,000 bank sakhis
(women) on the
BharatATM platform to
help the rural citizens
avail themselvesof basic
banking servicesat their
doorstep or the next door
Kirana stores.
Mahagram aims to
increase the ratio and
habit of household
savings in rural India.
“At Mahagram, we are
indulged in offering basic
banking services like

deposit and withdrawing
transactions to
consumers but it is now
hightimefor rural people
to save money. We are
focusing on Financial
Inclusion the flagship
project of  Modi
government, by helping
lot of beneficiaries to
open bank accounts
under the' Jan
DhanYojana'. We are
also emphasizing on
rural women because
they are the ones who
runhouseholds. Our vison
for 2022 isto offer women
the service of recurring
deposit.” says Mr.Ram
Shriram, CEO, Mahagram.

Amazon.inlaunches‘Back to School’ store

Bhubaneswar : Withthe
opening of schools and
resuming of offline
classes, Amazon.in
announced the launch of
‘Back to school' store —
aone stop destination to
simplify the shopping
needs of children. The
specially curated store
offers deals on a wide
range of products across
study essentials like
stationery, laptops,
tablets, mobile phones,
PCs, headsets &
speakers,  printers,
Amazon devices, home
furnishing among others

to help parents, teachers
and studentswith school
supplies and to create an
effective learning and
productive environment.
The offersand dealswill
beavailabletill 12th June
2022.

Here are some popular
products customers can
choosefromthe*Back to
school’  store on
Amazon.in. All offers&
deals are from
participating sellers.
HONOR MagicBook X
15, Intel Core i3 Anti-
Glare Thin and Light
Laptop — It has stylish

appearance with
premium aluminum
metal body with
16.9MM thickness, 5.3
MM narrow bezels and
the weight of the laptop
is only 1.56kg, which
allows you to carry it
easily, making it very
convenient for school,
travel, and work. It is

available for starting
INR 37,990 on
Amazon.in.

Lenovo Tab M10 FHD
Plus Tablet, Platinum
Grey - Makeway for the
stylish8.1 mmTab M 10
FHD Plus.

OSL Group founder bags ‘Lifetime Achievement Award
o resiaping Sh|pp|ng& Logdicsscenarioin Eagte ndia

Bhubaneswar(KCN) :
On the august occasion
of the 4th Edition of
prestigious Times
BusinessAwards Odisha
2023, Orissa Stevedores
Limited (OSL) founder
Sri M ahimananda

(Mahima) Mishra was

conferred with the
coveted ‘Lifetime
Achievement Award’ for
reshaping the shipping
and logistics scenario in
eastern India

The OSL Group
| founder received
the honour at a
glittering event
organized by the
TIMESGroupatthe
Central Hall,
Mayfair Convention
here in the state
capital city.

Notably, the TIMES
Group organizes
such a glorious
event in a bid to
§ celebrateand honour
% outstanding business
houses and business
leaders who have made
significant contributionsto
their respectivefieldsand
communities as decided
by a renowned research

agency.

architect of modern
India, who took India
forward in scientific,
economic, industrial
and variousfields.

Nehru was a dedicated
guardian of democracy
and our source of
inspiration, he
said."Qur humble

Jawahar" on hIS death
anniversary," Kharge
said.

The Congress president
quoted Nehru as saying
that the protection of
the country, progress of
the country, and unity
of the country is the
national religion of all
of us.

"We may follow
different religions, live
in different states,
speak different
languages, but that
should not create any
wall between us. All
people should get equal
opportunity in progress.
We do not want some
people in our country to
be very rich and most of
the people to be poor,"
Nehru was quoted as

saying.

SMP Kolkata facilitates major boost to
KolkataMetrotounload new coaches

Kolkata (AMBAR
MUKHERJEE):

Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata (SMPK)
announced the

successful discharge of
the second batch of
Metro Rail coaches,
sgnificantly contributing
to the city’s
transportation
infrastructure. On May
23, 16 Metro Rail
coaches, eechweighing
48tons, wereefficiently
unloaded at Netaji
Subhash Dock of Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata

These state-of-the-art
coaches, destined for the
Eastern Railway, were
meticulously

manufactured by Dalian
Locomotiveand Ralling
Stock Company, known
for their fabulous
engineering and quality.
Thevessel MV Bos 58
(Flag State of vessdl:
PANAMA, overdl length
116.99m, Grosstonnage:
8621 andBresth 19.6 m),
carrying these crucial
components, arrived at
Netgji Subhash Dock
under theK olkataDock
System of SMPKolkata
onMay 22.

In this connection, Shri
Rathendra Raman,
Chairperson, Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata expressed
gratitude to Eastern
Railway for entrusting
SMPK withthiscritica

task. Shri Raman also
lauded the dedicated
effortsof theteam SMP
Kolkata and trade
partners who
accomplished the
operetion.

SMP, Kalkataishonored
to support Kolkata's
metro expansion and
remain committed to
ddiveingexcdlenceindl
endeavors. Shri Raman,
further stated that, the
success underscoresour
commitmenttosupporting
development in the
eastern region of the
nation and facilitating
heavy infrastructure
projects, reinforcing
Kolkata'spositionasa
dynamic and
progressivemetropoalis.

Godrg Appliances offers wide range of home appliances
and enhanced shopping experience to consumers

Bhubaneswar: Godrej
& Boyce, the flagship
company of the Godrej
Group announced that its
business Godrej
Appliances plans to
strengthen its presence
and expand itsnetwork of
exclusive brand outlets
further, inaugurating its
first store
inChandol,Kendrapara
district in the state of
Odisha, India. Thiswill

be the brand’s
26thexclusive outlet in
Odisha under

Bhubaneshwar branch.

T owards
strengthening the supply
chain and creating a
next-level experience
for customers
inKendrapara, Godrej
Applianceshaslaunched
its exclusive brand
outlet- called Godrej

Inspire Hub spread over
1200 sgft,strategically
located on
theChandolmainroad, in
collaboration with its
c h ann el
partnerJagannath
Electronics.

Convenience and
comfort are primacies
for consumers today.
Thisisevident from the
gradual increase in
demand for premium
products, even in tier Il
and tier Il cities.
Moreover, with the
pandemic in the
backdrop, appliances
have emerged as a
necessityin every Indian
home.

EBOs solidify Godrej
Appliances’ already
extensive  network
acrossthe country, fulfill
the premium product

Annual General Meeting
of Vitesco Technologies

Regensburg: Vitesco
Technologies, a leading
international developer
and manufacturer of
cutting-edge  drive
systems for sustainable
mobility, held its first
Annua General Meeting
(AGM) today. TheAGM
was held virtually dueto
the continuing COVID-
19 pandemic.

In separate votes, the
shareholders formally
approved the actions of
all the Executive Board
members during their
term of officeinthe 2021
financial year. The
actionsof all membersof
the Supervisory Board in
officein 2021 were also
approvedfortheir
respective terms. “We
are delighted to have
received this vote of
confidence from the
Annual General Mesting.

We regard this outcome
as a clear mandate to
continue the successful
collaboration and
positioning of Vitesco
Technologies as a
supplierof sustainable
drive solutions with a
clear goal,” said CEO
AndreasWolf.

All current members of
the Supervisory Board
representing the
shareholders who were
up for election were re-
elected to office. The
members  of  the
Supervisory Board who
represent the employees
will be elected separately.
A complete list of all
Supervisory  Board
members and the results
of thevoting at the AGM
are available on the
Vitesco Technologies
website under ‘Annual
General Megting’

requirement of its
customersand most
importantly give them a
much wider display to
choose from thus
enhancing their purchase
experience. The brand
currently has 120+
exclusive outlets across
the country and aims to

have 140+ EBOsby this
financial year.
Speaking on the

occasion of the
launch,Sanjeev Jain,
National Sales Head -
G o d r e |j
Appliancessaid,“ We
have always endeavored
to be as close to our
customers as possible.
We  believe our
Exclusive Brand Outlets
will give even greater
value to our loyal
customers. With our
exclusive showroom, we

have the opportunity to
showcase our entire
range of best-in-class
appliances at a single
location. Odisha is an
important market for us
and we look forward to
delighting our customers
with the best shopping
experience."

Adding further, Sanjay
Kumar Behera, Owner
of Jagannath
Electronicssaid, “Weare
extremely delighted to
have partnered with
Godrej Appliances,
which is a highly
respected and trusted
brand. We are sure that
our outlet will proveto be
a great destination for
the discerning customers
of Chandol through its
unique offerings from
Godrej Appliances.”

The exclusive brand

outletwill display the
entire range of Godrej
appliances including
refrigerators, washing
machines, air-
conditioners,
dishwashers, air coolers,
deep freezers,
microwave  ovens,
thermoelectric
technology-powered
Godrgl Qube and UV-C
technology-based Godrej
Viroshidd. Totopit, thereare
inaugural assured gifts on
purcheseof sdect moddsfor
cugtomers. Consumerswill
dobedbletoavall one-year
free extended warranty on
sdect modds and one year
of product insurance,
exdusvely, & every Godrej
Appliances exdusivebrand
outlet. The brand also
provides priority after-sdes
service to every Godrej
exdusvesorecusomer.

Ra| Petro Specialitiesstrengthens its leader ship
team with Prasad Vaze' sappointment

Bhubaneswar ‘Mr.
Prasad Vaze has been
appointed as the Senior
Director — Lubricants
Business at Raj Petro
Specialities Pvt Ltd., a
Brenntag Group
company. He will
|leadthe comprehensive
lubricants Business
Units, including
Speciality, Industrial and
Automotive lubricant
businesses.

Mr. Prasad Vaze is a
result-oriented business
|eader with more than 25
years of extensive
experience in customer-
centricroles. Mr. Vazehas
servedin numeroussenior
leadership roles,
includingleading retail
operations, profit
centremanagement,
developing business
strategy and channel

development &
management.
Commenting on the
appointment of a new
member in the leadership

team, Mr. Mehul
Nanavati, Managing
Director, Raj Petro

Specialities Pvt Ltd.
stated, “Weare thrilled to
have a seasoned industry
leader join our team. With
Prasad onboard, we are
confident that he will
accelerate the growth
momentum.His unique
domain expertise will
further help strengthen Ry
Petro’s market position
and expand footprint
across markets.”

Ms. Archana Gharte -
Head HRsaid, “Wewould
like to extend a warm
welcome to Mr. Prasad
Vaze, our newest member
totheLT team. Hewill be

taking ontheimportant hat
of managing Rgj Petro's
Lubricants Business, and
we wish him al the best
for his journey! With his
knowledge and extensive
experience, we are
confident that Prasad will
assist Raj Petro in
reaching new heights.”
On hisappointment Mr.
Prasad Vaze said, “I am
very thrilledtotakeonthis
new role. My visionisto
create a world class
experience for our
consumers and channel
partners. Our aim is to
leverage Kyros, Onwo
and Zoomol brands,
explore humongous
potential that India and
international markets
offer and grow the
Lubricant  business
profitability.”

LV Prasad Eye Ingtitute Or ganizesa Retinoblastoma Awar enessWalk

Bhubaneswar: L V
Prasad Eye Institute’s
MithuTulsiChanrai
Campusin Bhubaneswar
organized a
Retinoblastoma
Awareness Walk on 8th
May 2022. Thiswalk is
part of the ‘Whitathon’
event organized by LV
Prasad Eye Institute
across its campuses in
Bhubaneswar,
Hyderabad,
Visakhapatnam and

Vijayawada. Celebrity
actor, Mr Sabyasachi
Mishra, will be flagging
off the walk.
Whitathon is L V
Prasad Eye Institute’'s
annual cause-related
event focusingonraising
awareness and funds for
early diagnosis and
treatment of
Retinoblastoma — a Life
and Vision-threatening
Eye Cancer in Children.
Oneof themost common

symptoms of
RetinoblastomaisWhite
Reflex (white glow) ina
child'seye. Through this
walk, LVPEI aims to
raise awareness among
thepublicthat if they spot
a ‘White Reflex’ in a
child'seye, it could bea
sign of eye cancer that
needsimmediate medical
intervention. Hence, the
event is named
‘Whitathon'.

Dr DevjyotiTripathy,

Ocular  Oncologist,
MithuTulsiChanrai
Campus,Bhubaneswar, L
V Prasad Eye Institute
said, "Our amistoraise
awareness about early
detection and treatment
of retinoblastoma eye
cancer in children. No
child should die of eye
cancer because of lack
of awareness and
treatment. We extend our
sincere thanks toMr
Sabyasachi Mishra for

joining us for the
Retinoblastoma
Awareness Walk and
spreading awareness
about Retinoblastoma.
We also acknowledge
the support received from
Aroh — Giving Hope, an
NGO working for
childrenwith Cancer and
their families.”

Dr Tripathy further
added that it is time to
make detailed eye check-
ups a part of mandatory




Dhaka:Bangladesh
completed their
preparation for the
forthcoming T20 World
Cup with a
comprehensive  10-
wicket win over the USA
but only after losing the
series. Their
disappointing
performance with bat
and ball saw them lose
the first two games
before winning the third
T20I comfortably,
although the home team
had rested some of their
key players for the
inconsequential game.

The visitors can claim
that they ended the series
on a high note but that
does not take away the
fact alot of things need
to be in order ahead of
the showpiece event.

wearw. tThakalimgac hromdchs

According to Gazi
Ashraf Hossain, the
former Bangladesh
cricketer, it was areality
check for the team.
"We never expected that
the team would start the
tour with aseriesloss but
that's the reality," said
Ashraf in a dejected
tone. "Everyone is not
carrying the expected
form and that is
disappointing. We could
not earn the desired
result, whichiscertainly
dissatisfying," hesaid.
Bangladesh's death
bowling was exposed in
the opening game asthey
conceded 55 runs in the
last four overs when
Corey Anderson shared
an unbeaten partnership
of 62 runs with Harmeet
Singhfor the sixth wicket
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A host of problemsfor Bang\adesh ahead of T20World Cup

to takethe USA to 156/5
in 19.3 overs and earn
their maiden T201 win
against the visitors. And
this wasn't the only
occasion that the
Bangladesh bowlers
were found wanting at
the death.

Ashraf said that they paid
the price of not bowling
according to plans. "In
the opening game we
were behind due to our
bowling as they needed
around 15runsintheend
and managed to get that,
and that too against our

best bowlers," said
Ashraf.
Bangladesh's  pace

bowling attack will be
bolstered when Taskin
Ahmed returns for the
globd event following his
rehabilitation for a rib

|njured Jason Holder out
of T20 World Cup

NewDelhi:West Indies
suffered an injury blow
ahead of their T20 World
Cup campaign after al-
rounder Jason Holder
was ruled out with an
unspecified injury. Left-
arm fast bowler Obed
McCoy, who is playing
the ongoing seriesagainst
South Africa, has been
named as Holder's
replacement.

Holder suffered the
injury while playing for
Worcestershire in the
County Championship.
However, Cricket West

o
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Indies' release didn't
specify the nature of the
injury or the timelines of
hisrecovery. "Jasonisan
experienced player inour
set-up. His absence will
undoubtedly be felt both
on and off the field,"
chief selector Desmond
Haynes said. "We look
forward to having afully
fit Jason with us again
soon.

"Whileitisunfortunateto
lose a player of Jason's
calibre, we are confident
in the abilities of Obed
M cCoy. Obed has shown

remarkable skill and
promise in his
performances, and this
opportunity will alow him
to further showcase his
talent on theinternational
stage. We believe hewill
bring a fresh and
dynamic energy to the
sguad.”

CWI aso named a pool
of five reserve players
from which a
replacement player will
be picked if there are
subsequent injuriesinthe
squad. The co-hosts and
two-time champions of
the T20 World Cup begin
their campaign against
Papua New Guinea on
June 2.

Squad: Rovman Powell
(c), Alzarri Joseph (vc),
Johnson Charles, Roston
Chase, Shimron
Hetmyer, Shamar Joseph,
Brandon King, Nicholas
Pooran, Shai Hope,
Andre Russell, Romario
Shepherd, Obed McCoy,
Akea Hosein, Gudakesh
Motie, Sherfane
Rutherford

Reserves. Kyle Mayers,
Matthew Forde, Fabian
Allen, Hayden Walsh,
Andre Fletcher

injury that hesustainedin
the last ODI against Sri
Lanka at home.
Meanwhile, Shakib Al
Hasan's form with the
ball isaconcern, withthe
| M .
Kolkata: KolkataKnight
Riders became IPL 2024
champions, lifting their
third title - and first in a
decade - as they ran
through the dominant
SRH batting line up to
bundle them out for just
113 for a comprehensive
8-wicket win. Here's
what the various KKR
players and support staff
had to say:

Bharat Arun | KKR's
bowling coach: It has
been pretty tough the last
two years, we didn't
qualify and there has
been introspection and we
worked on areas which
needed to be worked on.
[on Harshit Rana] He has
been outstanding and it's
about the bowler
understanding what his
strengths are and when
he does, it comes out
beautifully on theground.
Mitch [Mitchell Starc]
coming into the team
boosted the confidence of
the other youngsters. He
has been one of the best
bowlers in world cricket
and he has been in such
Stuationsbefore, it'sabout
understanding Indian
conditions and once he
did that, it was magic all
over. [On spinners| They
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experienced cricketer
bagging only one wicket
in 10 overs across the
three matches.

Another problem for
Bangladesh is that their

have been outstanding,
spinners mature with
age, both bowling in
tandem has worked
exceptionally for us. [on
Narine opening] He has
brought a totally
different dimension to
our batting thisyear and
it was  Gautam
[Gambhir] who insisted
that Sunny open and
what Sunny did was
outstanding.

Nitish Rana: When GG
[Gautam Gambhir] bhai
was appointed as the
mentor | had messaged
him and congratul ated
him saying | am very
happy he's coming back
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batting unit hasn't yet
come to terms with the
tempo required for T20
cricket, and they have
lost quick wickets
whenever they havetried

to KKR, but he said that
he would be happy if we
were on that podium
lifting the trophy. I'll
never forget that
message ever.

Varun Chakaravarthy:
This has been a great
season for me. All | can
think of now isthe person
who has built the Indian
core - Abhishek Nayar.
Abhishek Nayar: It
means everything. It has
taken avery long time. |
have been with the IPL
for 16 years and it has
taken me so many years
to be a champion. I'm,
the big man here, this
means a lot for him (on

to accelerate.

Ashraf, the former
national captain, feelsthe
batting unit is failing as
they are not playing
according to the
situation. "We need to
play according to thecall
of the hour. If we need
to hit fours and sixeswe
need to do that and if we
see we need to play for
singles with one or two
boundaries here are
there, we need to follow
that. But unfortunately
we are failing to do so,"
he said.

Even though Soumya
Sarkar hasbeeninvolved
in two century
partnerships in recent
matches, Bangladesh's
top order has not
delivered consistently.

Russdll).

Angkrish Raghuvanshi:
Thefedling hasn't sunk in
and might do when we
party tonight.
Ramandeep Singh: It has
been hard and we will
celebrate now. The
environment has been
amazing and we gelled
well together.
Venkatesh lyer: Really
happy, credit goes to
Abhishek Nayar, al the
credit in the world, the
way he's worked for the
franchise. hewastheone
who built thisIndian core.
We waited for 10 years,
credit to the management
and the coaching staff.

The form of Litton Das,
Najmul Hossain Shanto
and Shakib adds to the
concerns, while Jaker Ali,
an explosive finisher,
was left out for the last
game against the USA
mainly due to sloppy
wicket-keeping.

Bangladesh, meanwhile,
can heaveasigh of relief
as their premier bowler
Mustafizur Rahman
bagged a career-best six-
wicket haul in the third
T20I, helpingthem avoid
the embarrassment of
being clean swept by the
home team. But looking
ahead, they have a fair
share of problems and
need to find a solution
quickly, and a proper
method, heading into the
T20 World Cup.

tch coming In boosted the confidence of youngsters

Rahmanullah Gurbaz: [on
how hismomisdoing] |
think she would have
been watching, sheisOK
now. Before the match |
spoke to my mom - |
asked what do you want,
shesaid, nothing just win
[the trophy]. [Phil] Salty
played realy well and my
expectation was - with
the World Cup coming -
| wanted to prepare, also
| had to be ready if Salty
got injured or something,
| got it and | was well
prepared. Twice I'm an
IPL champion now, I'm
lucky. When you work
hard for two months and
the result when it comes
likethisisspecial.

Rinku Singh: Outstanding
feeling right now. Dream
has come true - | have
been herefor 7 yearsand
we are so happy. Credit
to GG ar. [ will findly lift
the IPL trophy.

Vaibhav Arora: My role
istotakewicketswiththe
new ball, we have very
good spinners, so if we
chipped in with 2-3
wickets, the spinnerswill
do the rest.

Harshit Rana: Can't
express[in words] aswe
are so happy.

French Open: an Wawrinka rolls back the yearsto knock Andy Murray out in 1<t round

NewDelhi:French Open
2024: 39-year-old Stan
Wawrinka took fans
down memory lane in
Paris on Sunday, beating
familiar foe Andy
Murray in straight sets
in thefirst-round battle
between veterans.
Former champion Stan
Wawrinkashowed heis
still hungry and fit for a
big fight by defeating
Andy Murray in ahigh-
octane first-round
men's singles match at
French Open 2024 on
Sunday, May 26.
Wawrinka showed
glimpses of hisvintage
self, beating the former
finalist in straight sets
- 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 in a
match that extended to
a little more than 2
hours at the center
court -- the Philippe
Chatrier -- in Paris.
Stan Wawrinka, who

won the clay-court
major in 2015 and
reached the final in
2017, reached the
second round at Roland
Garros for the second
successive year. The
Spaniard was dominant
during his first-round
win against Murray,
who has not gone past
the first round in Paris
since his run to the
semi-final in 2017.

Stan Wawrinka finished
off the game with his
trademark backhand
down-the-line shot,
much to the delight of
the Paris crowd that
stayed back to watch

the last match at the &

Chatrier on Sunday.

The Paris crowd also =
gave a hero's reception -:
to Murray after the

match, knowing that the
3-time Grand Slam
champion might have

played hislast match at
the Roland Garros.
Stan Wawrinkagave no
room for Andy Murray
to fight as he wrapped
up a straight-set
victory, winning 79
percent points on the
first servein aflawless
display of tennison the
red dirt. Wawrinka
converted four break
points when compared
to Murray, who fluffed
two break point
opportunities.

It was Wawrinka's 3rd
win in four meetings
against Murray at
Roland Garros, but the
mutual respect
between the two
championswas evident
when they shared a
warm embrace at the
net after the first-round
match on Sunday.
Wawrinka is likely to
face World No. 32

Cameron Norrie in the
second round in Roland
Garros.

"My first words to him
were respect to a great
champion. As a tennis
fan, | enjoyed watching
Andy play against the
great champions. We
had battles with those
players for nearly 20
years. We are not that
young anymore. We
are trying to make the
best of what we have
left," Wawrinka said
during the on-court
interview.

Earlier in the day, 3rd
seed Carlos Alcaraz
dispelled fears about
his forearm injury,
thumping lucky loser JJ
Wolf 6-1 6-2 6-1. The
Spaniard will face
qualifier Jesper De Jong
next.

Madrid champion and
sixth seed Andrey

Rublev was pushed hard
by Taro Daniel before
securing a6-2 6-7(3) 6-3
7-5 victory while Polish
eighth seed Hurkacz was
dragged the distance by
another Japanese player
in Shintaro Mochizuki.
Hurkacz returned from
the rain break to seal a
4-6 6-3 3-6 6-0 6-3
victory.

Grigor Dimitrov, the 10th
seed, had no such trouble
as he completed a
smooth 6-4 6-3 6-4 win
over Aleksandar
Kovacevic.

Four-times Grand Slam
champion Naomi Osaka
and 2017 winner Jelena
Ostapenko also
advanced before rain
briefly interrupted play
but the action continued
on Suzanne Lenglenwith
a new retractable roof
inaugurated earlier inthe

day deployed.
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