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' 0/ OdishaWill HaveA Double-Engine
Odisha records over 60% Govt For TheFirg Time PM Modi -

voter turnout till 5pm

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Odisha recorded 60.55
per cent voter turnout till
5pminthepollingfor five
Lok Sabhacongtituencies
and 35 Assembly
segments  Monday,
officialssaid.

Voting started at 7am in
Aska, Kandhamal,
Bargarh, Bolangir and
Sundargarh
parliamentary
congtituenciesalong with
35 Assembly segments
within thejurisdiction of
these Lok Sabha seats.
Lok Sabhaand Assembly
elections are being held
smultaneoudly in Odisha.
Voting in a booth under
Kantamal Assembly
segment under
Kandhamal
Parliamentary
Constituency was
stopped after some
people created a
disturbance, the Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
of Odisha, NB Dhdl, said.
One presiding officer of

Low PressureArea

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
A low pressure area is
likely to form over
Southwest Bay of Bengal
around May 22, 2024 said
latest reports of the
Indian MeT Department.
Itislikely tomoveinitidly
Northeastwards and then
concentrate into a
depression over central
parts of Bay of Bengal
by morning of May 24,
2024.

Rainfall at many places
with Heavy to very heavy
rainfall at isolated places
isvery likely over North
Odisha and Gangetic
West Bengal on May 24

and May 25.
Further it is worth
mentioning that,

SAD govt will give

Chandigarh  (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN),
May 20 — Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh
Badal Monday
announced the
forthcoming SAD
government would give
land rights to all border
farmerstilling land along
riverine tracts since
decades, asserting former
chief minister Parkash
Singh Badal had initiated
this process but vested
interests had thwarted
the proposal.

The SAD president, who
addressed a massive
gatherings at Jalalabad,
Guruharsahai, Ferozepur
city and Ferozepur Rural
in favour of SAD
candidate said “thistime
we will take concrete
measures to ensure all
land rights of farmers
tilling riverine tracts are
transferred to them
without fail. Wewill bring
in necessary changes in
the law to do so”, he
added to cheersfrom the

a booth in the Kantamal
Assembly segment was
taken into custody by
police after some
irregularities were found
at thepolling station, Dhal
said.

Regarding the murder of
aman near Sarsara under
Sadar police limits in
Bargarh district, the CEO
said: “It is not a poll
violence, but anincident of

fishermen have been
advised not to ventureinto
central Bay of Bengal
from May 23 and into
North Bay of Bengal from
May 24 onwards.
Fishermen out at the sea
areadvisedtoreturntothe
coast before May 23.

The Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC) put

ang

farming community.
Asserting that the border
areas had been neglected
first by the Congress and
now by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government,
Mr Sukhbir Badal said “it
is not too late to change
the tide in favour of the
border areas. Please vote
for your regional party in
the parliamentary election
which will pave the way
for the establishment of a
SAD government in the
next assembly polls. |
assureyouwewill develop
the entire border belt
holistically. Wewill ensure
the border with Pakistan
isopenedtogiveafillipto
tradein the area, bring in
a special border area
investment plan for
establishment of industries
in this belt and usher in
super specialty medical
services by establishing a
Medical College in this
constituency”.

Mr Badal alsowarned the
people that the AAP
government was readying
to transfer the River

crime had taken place
outside the polling
station.”

“The local police have
managed the situation
as the incident created
some tension in the
booth. Polling was not
affected because of the
incident,” hesaid.

The deceased was an
auto-rickshaw driver
carrying some votersto

e

thedistrict collectorson
alert for possible low
pressure area over the
southwest Bay of
Bengal as predicted by
thelndiaMeteorological
Department (IMD) on
Sunday.The SRCissued
an advisory which read,
“As per the mid-day
weather bulletin issued

waters of Punjab to
Haryana and Delhi.
“You aready do not get
canal water at the tail
ends. Thissituation will
get worse with chief
minister Bhagwant
Mann browbeating
Canal Patwaris to file
fictitiousreports stating
water was reaching the
tail ends and that
sufficient canal water
wasavailablein Punjab
for irrigation purposes’.
He said this report,
when submitted to the
Supreme Court, would
pave the way for the
construction of the SY L
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thepolling booth. Whilethe
family membersclaimedit
was a political murder,
police said personal
enmity was the reason
behind the crime.

Dhal said polling was
peaceful in al the 9,162
booths.

He said some faulty
EVMs were replaced.
Officials said of the five
LS seats, the highest

Over Bay Of Bengal Around May 2

by IMD at 1330 hours
today, alow pressurearea
is likely to form over
southwest Bay of Bengal
around 22nd may. It is
likely to move initially
northeastwards and
concentrate into a

depression over central
parts of Bay of Bengal
around 24th May, 2024.”

rightstoall border farmerstillingland

canal through a court
order. Asserting that the
SAD would fight this
conspiracy tooth and nail,
Mr Badal also appreciated
hundreds of Canal
Patwariswho had chosen
suspension from service
rather than obeying the
illegal orders of the AAP
government.

The SAD president also
appealed to the people to
compare the facilities
they had received during
the SAD tenure vis a vis
Congress and AAP
tenures. “The Shagun
scheme and the SC
Scholarship scheme have

66.14 per cent polling
wasrecorded in Bargarh
parliamentary  seat
followed by Sundargarh
(61.53%), Bolangir
(61.35%), Kandhanmal
(57.46%) and Aska
(55.65%).

Among the 35Assembly
constituencies, Sonepur
recorded 71.35 per cent
polling, whilethelowest
polling of 47.80 per cent
was recorded at Surada
Assembly segment in
Ganjamdistrict.

Dhal said that industrial
Assembly segmentslike
Brajrajnagar and
Jharsuguda and urban
areaslike Rourkelaalso
withessed good voter
turnout.

Till 3pm 60.55 per cent
of the over 79.69 lakh
voters had exercised
their franchise, officials
said.Officialssaid that a
woman polling official
fainted in abooth under
the Sundergarh Lok
Sabha seat.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that a double
double-enginegovernment
is going to be formed for
the first time in non-BJP
ruled state.

Seeking votesfor the BJP
candidate Sambit Patra
for Puri Lok Sabha sest,
“Ghar-ghar seek hi awagj
aa rahi hai — Odisha me
pehali baar double engine
ki sarkar’ (A voice is
coming from every house
that for thefirst time, there
is going to be a double-
engine government in
Odisha...) Today the
entire Odisha is thinking
that they have given 25
yearsto the BJD govt but
what they have got in

PM Modi added,”
Today, polling is
underway for the fifth
phase of Lok Sabha
elections. Voters are
turning up at polling
boothsin large numbers
to cast their votes. |
appeal to voters and
especially first-time
voters to exercise their
franchise”.PM Modi
was speaking at apublic
meeting in Odisha's
Dhenkanal.

Appesaling to people to
come out and exercise
their franchise, PM
Modi added, “Those
who doubt whether |
should go out and vote
amid the (scorching)

heat.. In this gathering, |
am looking at a wheel-
chaired youth. What
could be a bigger
ingpiration than this”.
“‘Mai Gujarat se aaya
hun, mai Somnath Ki
dharti se aaya hun, mai
Jagannath ki dharti ko
pranam karne aaya hun’
(I have come from
Gujarat, from the land of
Somnath to pay respect
to the land of
Jagannath)...,” PM Modi
added.Earlier in the day,
PM Modi held a road
show in the holy city. He
was accompanied by
Sambit Patra.The Prime
Minister ison aday-long
visit to Odisha and West
Bengal on Monday

Police:-Maoist encounter in Oclisha'sNuapada, onej awan injured

Nuapada(KCN): A
member of Odisha
Police’'s Special
Operation Group (SOG)
sustained abullet wound
during a gunfight with
Maoists in Nuapada
district Monday, asenior
police officer said.

The incident took place
around 3 am when SOG

personnel took on the
Maoists in the Sunabeda
forest near
Shivanarayanpur (Komna
police station) on the
Odisha-Chhattisgarh
border, ADG (Operations)
Dev Datta Singh
said.“During the
exchange of fire, an SOG
jawan was shot and

subsequently taken to
Raipur for treatment.
He is currently out of
danger,” Singh said.

Later, around 8 am,
security  personnel
engaged with another
group of Maoists
approximately 3 km
from Shivnarayanpur.
“Another exchange of

fire ensued, but the
Maoists managed to
escape. We suspect that
some ultras were injured
in this encounter,” he
added.During subsequent
search operations,
authorities recovered 10
IEDs, aloaded pistol, and
other incriminating
materials, Singh added.

[ran president death; [ndian govt announces one-day State mourning May 21

New Delhi(KCN): A
one-day state mourning
will be observed across
IndiaTuesday asamark
of respect for Iranian
President EbrahimRaig,
who died in a helicopter
crash, the Union Home
Ministry hasannounced.

The national flag will be
flown at half-mast on dll

been closed. The atta-
dal scheme and the old
age pension scheme
have been curtailed”. All
devel opment works has
come to a halt”, he
asserted whilereminding
the people how the

erstwhile SAD
government had
presided over the

construction of a
seweragefacilitiesand a
stadium in the
constituency.

Mr Badal also spoke on
how all the grievances
of the people were
resolved on the spot
through Sangat Darshan

buildings where it is
regularly flownacrossindia
andtherewill benoofficia
entertainment during the
period of state mourning.

The Iranian president, the
country’s foreign minister
and severa other officials
were found dead Monday,
hours after their helicopter
crashed in a foggy,

mountainousregion of the
country’snorthwest, Iran
state media reported.

A  home ministry
spokesperson  said
Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi,
president of the Idamic
Republic of Iran, and

Hossein Amit-
Abdollahian, the
country’s foreign

minister, passed away ina
helicopter crash.

“As a mark of respect to
thedeparted dignitaries, the
government of India has
decided that there will be
one day’s state mourning
May 21 (Tuesday)
throughout India,” the

spokesperson said.

along riveringtracts: Sukhoir Badal

programmes during SAD
tenurewhilechief minister
Bhagwant Mann had not
even found the time to
visit this area despite
having contested the
assembly election from
Jalalabadin 2017.
Slamming the congress
and AAP party over
Chandigarhissue, Sukhbir
Singh Badal Monday said
the Congress — Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) joint
manifesto for the union
territory had unmasked
the anti-Punjab face of
both parties as they had
surrendered Punjab’sright
over Chandigarh by
demanding Staterightsfor
the UT.

Terming this as the
grestest recorded betrayal
ever by both parties, the
SAD president said “the
Nyaya Patra released by
Congress —AAP joint
candidate Manish Tiwari
has made it clear that the
India alliance stands for
making Chandigarh a
separate Statelike Delhi”.
Terming this move as

conclusive proof that
national parties could
never protect the
interests of Punjab, Mr
Badal said “both these
parties have diluted
Punjab’s rights over
Chandigarh. This stand
is also in consonance
with the anti-Punjab
stand taken consistently
by the Nehru-Gandhi
family as well as AAP
Convener  Arvind
Kejriwal and Punjab
chief mini ster
Bhagwant Mann”. He
detailed how Indira
Gandhi had denied
Punjabitscapital city by
putting off thismovefor
five years with the plea
that Haryana needed
this time to make its
own capital. He also
disclosed how Rajiv
Gandhi had gone back
on his word to hand
over Chandigarh to
Punjab on January 26,
1986 as agreed in the
Rajiv-Longowal
accord.

Speaking about the

recent betrayals of AAP,
Mr Badal said chief
minister Bhagwant Mann
had done his utmost to
dilute Punjab’sclaim over
Chandigarh as per the
orders of his boss —
Kejriwal. “Be it not
protesting against
creation of a separate
Vidhan Sabha for
Haryana in the UT to
defend Punjab’squotain
government jobs or the
need to retain Punjabi as
the official language, the
AAP government has
weakened Punjab’s
rightsover Chandigarh”.
Urging Punjabisto teach
abefitting lesson to both
the Congress and AAP,
Mr Badal said Punjab’s
rights could be safe only
inthe hands of aregional
party. He also asserted
that the SAD was
committed to fight for
the transfer of
Chandigarh to Punjab.
“We will launch a
struggle if needed to
achieve this goal”, he
added.
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Narendra Modi held a mega roadshow In Pur|

Puri(KCN): On the
second phase voting day,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a
megaroadshow in Puri
this morning to seek

votes for  party
candidates, after
visiting Lord Jagannath
temple here.

The nearly two-km-
long roadshow of the
Prime Minister began
near Marichkote
Square and concluded
at the Medical square
on the Grand Avenue.

The Prime Minister,
who was seen standing
on the footrest of the
vehicle with a BJP
camp on his head,
waved back at the

crowds, comprising a
large number of men
and women.

The Prime Minister
was accompanied by
BJP MP candidate for
Puri, Sambit Patra,
MLA candidate
Jayanta Sarangi and
State BJP President
Manmohan Samal.
Thousands of people
lined up on both sides
of the barricaded
stretch on the Grand
Road, waving to Modi,
holding the BJP poll
symbol and raising
slogans hailing him.
Many people are
enthusiastically
clicking pictures on
their mobile phones.

“Exceptional Success Achieved by Nalanda
Public School in CBSE Examinations.”

Cuttack, (KCN) : In a
remarkablefeat, students
of NalandaPublic School
in Cuttack have attained
outstanding resultsinthe
CBSE 12thand 10th class
examinations, showcasing
excellence and
dedication. With astellar
100% pass rate, the
school has shone brightly
in the academic arena.

Pyosini Sahu has
emerged as a standout
achiever with an

impressive 96% in the
science stream, while
Neha Agarwal excelled
in commerce with an
impressive 95%. In the
10th grade, Skarnika
Sahu’sremarkabl e score
of 96% hasfurther added
to the school’s
accolades. What sets
Nalanda Public School
apart is its commitment
to inclusivity and
empowerment. Notably,
more than 50% of

students have scored
90% marks in the 12th
standard, whereas more
than 80% of the students
secured 90% mark in
10th Gradereflecting the
school’s dedication to
nurturing talent across
diverse backgrounds.
Ms. Yashshini Patnaik,
the esteemed Principal of
the school, extended
heartfelt congratulations
to the students for their
exceptional

achievements. She
expressed optimism for
their future endeavors
and emphasized the
importance of continued
dedication and hard work.
This remarkable success
not only brings pride to
Nalanda Public School
but also underscores the
importance of quality
education and inclusive
learning environmentsin
shaping the leaders of
tomorrow.

Bengal needstoreclaim it'sgloriouspast
Smt. Nirmala Sitaraman

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):Bharat 's Finance
Minister Smt. Nirmala
Sitaraman addressed "
Bisistha Nagarik
Sammelan” inKolkataon
16th May 2024 tointeract
with Kolkata citizens as
well asexchangethoughts
and ideas for growth and
development of West
Bengal.

While addressing the
august gathering , Smt.
Nirmala  Sitaraman
recalled glorious past of
the state of West Bengal
from pre Independence
period to post
Independence period and

FEW R BEESL O BW

contribution of West
Bengal in economic
development of Bharat.
Smt .  Sitaraman
mentioned West Bengal
gave economic growth
and development
leadership to Bharat for
decades. However ,
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West Bengal is facing
steady decline in
economic growth and
development over last one
and half decades. West
Bengal iswitnessing flight
of capital , shifting of
business units , quality
workforceemigration, not

so favorable/ attractive
business climate which
arehampering the healthy
growth of the state.

Smt. Sitaraman called
upon Kolkata
intelligentsa, indudridigts,
business persons, eminent
personalitiesfrom various
fields to explore and
initiate necessary stepsto
work to stop & reverse
economic slide of the
state. Around 300 eminent
personalities attended.
The meeting was
organised under
supervision of

Smt. Vaishali Dalmia
indugridist and noted Civil
Society personality.

Auto-Rickshaw Driver Sabbed To
Death Amid Polllng In Bargarh

Bargarh(KCN): An auto
driver was hacked to death
by some unidentified
persons near Sarsara under
Sadar police limits in
Bargarh district on Monday.
The deceased has been
identified as Biswanath

Mirdha

As per reports, Biswanath
was carrying somevoterson
theway to abooth in Sarsara
when he was allegedly
It is
suspected that he has been
murdered for political

hacked to death.

reasons.

On intimation, Northern
RangelG Himanshu Lal, SP
P.S Meena reached the spot
and initiated aprobeinto the

matter.
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People confined behind
barricades put up along
the road raised slogans
in favour of the BJP
and waved party flags
as PM Modi’'s
cavalcade traversed
the stretch.

children, women and
elders lined the streets
as the Prime
Minister's motorcade
passed through. The
crowd shouted slogans
and showered flower
petals.

Elaborate security
arrangements have
been made in Puri for
the roadshow. After the
roadshow, Shri Modi is
scheduled to address
two public rallies at
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Angul and Cuttack
before leaving Odisha.
The PM had arrived in
Bhubaneswar last
evening on a two-day
visit. After landing in
Bhubaneswar, he held
a closed-door meeting
with frontline BJP
leaders at the party
office and gave
interviews to some
Media persons. The
Prime Minister made a
night halt at Raj
Bhawan.

This is Shri Modi’'s
third visit to the state
in the last two weeks
during the ongoing L ok
Sabha and assembly

elections.
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Sring of Relationships

Vijay Garg

)
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Be it family
relationships or
relationships
developed at the
social level, each has
itsownimportance. It
is said that
relationshipsarelike
air and by always
being present around
them, they givebreath
to lifealong with the
expansion of
sociality. If there is
no support from them
then many times a
person starts getting
confused. If we meet
someone we know
from a foreign
country or someone
fromour surrounding
area or from the
same place, then our
desires are fulfilled.
In the midst of
loneliness, if
someone comes
closetotheheart and
becomes one's own
or gives the feeling
of But if you put your
hand on it, even in

moments of sadness,
every poregetsfilled
with new energy. This
is the magic of
relationships. Home,
family and friendship
— the joy of life lies
amidst all this. If
there are no
relationshipsthen one
feels lonely in life.
However, inthename
of solitude, attempts
have been seen to
glorify loneliness.
But the emptiness
created in a lonely
life often makes a
person hollow. The
inherited institution
of ‘family' isthefirst
school of
relationships.
Parents, siblings
support each other
selflessly throughout
life, Respecting each
other, serving each
other, living life by
sharing when there
arelimited resources,
motivating each
other... we learn all
this from the family
only. For example,
one learns love,
sacrifice and
compassion fromthe
mother, while the
father teaches the
lessons of discipline
and management. We
learn respect and

belongingness from
our sister and we
learn care and

responsibility from

our brother. After
marriage, the
relationship between
husband and wifeaso
depends on trust. If
good learning is
imparted during
upbringing, thenthere
IS no situation of
rebellioninlife. This
is how the feeling of

rebellion aroselt
happens when
personality and rights
are violated,
suppressed  and
emotions are
suppressed. The

structure of the
family is such that it
prevents such a
situationfromarising

and handles it when
such feelings arise
within someone. , We
are concerned about
loneliness, but
perhapswedo not pay
as much attention to
its causes and
solutions. Instead of
looking for asolution
inthevirtua world, if
we give importance
to relationships, we
will not feel lonely,
whether the
relationships are
family or social.
Loneliness makes a

person hollow Gives
1 Life becomes
monotonous. A lonely
person becomes

victim of many types
of diseases. Thisalso
includes depression
and many people
embrace death after
reaching the
guagmire of this
depression. We have
a legacy of
relationships to cope
with these situations.
Such situations can
be avoided by
irrigating it. The
seedsof affection and
patience need to
germinate in
children. Children

should be taught to

respect parents,
siblings, eldersinthe
house, family

members and distant
relatives. whether
relationships are
natural orSocially, it
requires love,
appreciation, time,
harmony and
cooperationtorunit.
Making relationships
or maintaining them
by assessing the pros
and cons leads to
loneliness. Social
relationships also
teach a lot. Many
traditions, arts, and
skills are often
exchanged through

neighborhood and
office friendships,
and many problems
that we are unableto
mention to anyone
else are shared with
our friends. Being
separated from
friends, a person
starts thinking about
taking wrong steps.
Whereas if he is
close to
someone,Such death
doesnot comeinlife.
It is also worth
noting that a person
who is honest in
relationships and
respects them has
clarity in his life.
Whatever the
relationship may be,
if the relationship is
right then there will

be very less
complicationsinlife.
Everything will

remaln organized and
runsmoothly. Evenin
difficult times, there
will be no need for
any external
counselor or advisor.
Family members
alwaysact asadvisors
and guide us. Along
with family
relationships, it is
also important to
maintain  social
relationships. never
spoil the relations of

your friends and
neighborsShould not
do. Thesearethefirst
things that come in
handy when needed.
Even distant
relationships have
their own
importance. The
value of all these
becomesknown only
when needed. But it
is often seen among
the relatives that
most of the people
among the relatives
sometimes  start
competing to the
extent of enmity. In
such a situation, if a
person is alone and
instead of his
relatives, he gets
support from other
people of the
neighboring society,
then this lays the
foundation of a new

society and
relationship. This
relationship  of

cooperation between
family andrelativeslt
is different and
sometimes  very
beautiful, where
peoplefrom different
backgrounds stand

with each other.
Educational
Columnist Malout
Punjab

L akshmi-Narayana and
Daridra-Narayana

L

Human beings
have forgotten their
true nature and are
behaving likedemonic
creatures. Thoughthey
call themselves as
human beings, they do
not know the essence
of human qualities.
Today's educational
system emphasises
textbook knowledge
and ignores morality
and character. Seventy
percent of the world's
popul ation consists of
'youth," who are the
potential leaders of
tomorrow. Unlessthey
areproperly trainedto
takeuptherroleinthe
future, the society, the
nation and the world
will not progress in

peace.

Prof.

The temples
play a vital role in
awakeningthespiritud
impulse in man and
directing himtowards
the realisation of his
inherent divinity. The
rea templefor manis
his heart, and
forgetting this fact,
man goeséafter temples
outside. Temples are
erected to remind men
about God, but the
Divine dwells in the
heart and should be
sought there. Men go
through any amount of
difficulties, hardships,
trials and tribulations
in life, but few try to
understand  their
essential Divinity,
which should be the
primary aim of life.
Men devote
considerable careand
attention to the
preservation of the
body which s
perishable. But they do
not cultivate good
thoughts and do good
deeds through which
they canattainenduing
bliss. Templesserveto
provide the company

Dr. Umesh ChandraPatra

of the good and the
godly and should be
used for cultivating
such company and
acquiring mental
peace. Itisnot enough
merely to go to
temples as a
mechanicdl ritual. We
must cultivate good
thoughts in tune with
the sacred atmosphere
of thetemple. Evenin
uttering the names of
the Lord, the words
should comefromthe
depthsof theheart and
not merely from the
lips. Acquiring the
name of the Lord is
like getting aprecious
pearl from the deep
ocean. Having got it,
weshould not letit go
out of our hands.
Faith in the
Lord must be
strengthened by the
repetition of thename.
Faithisthefoundation
of al activity. Spiritua
effort is needed to
develop faith in God,
just as curdling and
churning arenecessary
to obtain butter from
milk. The fire in the

matchstick will be
seen only when it is
struck. Likewise God
can be redlised only
through  spiritual
effort. The residents
of this colony should
live in harmony,
cultivate a fraternal
spirit and cooperate
with each other for
their material and
spiritual betterment.
God has two
forms - Lakshmi-
Narayanaand Daridra-
Narayana.  Most
people prefer to
worship Lakshmi-
Narayanafor ensuring
their personal
progperity andwefare,
but few chose to
worship Daridra-
Narayana(theLordin
the form of the poor
and the forlorn).
Members of the Sai
Organisations should
think only of serviceto
Daridra-Narayana. If
thehungry arefed, they
are easily satisfied.
Service to Daridra-
Narayanacannever go
waste. It isthe highest
form of sadhana. Man

Is the product of the
society and serviceto
society isrea service
to God. Such service
should be rendered
without regard to
caste, creed, race or
nationality.  The
essence of all
religionsisoneandthe
same, like the current
that serves many
different purposes but
isthe same energy. In
serving society, they
should bear inmindthe
four ideals of Sathya,
Dharma, Shanthi and
Prema. Serviceislike
a bulb, which cannot
shedlight unlessthere
iIsawireto convey the
current. Sathyais the
current. Dharmaisthe
wirethroughwhichthe
current flows. When
thewireof Dharmais
connected to the bulb
of Shanthi, then you
havethelight of Love.
Prof. Hepatology
Deptt. S.C.B.
Medical College,
Cuttack, Ph:
9437051957,
E-mail :
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FAMILY BONDINGAND LOVE,
A GARLAND OF FLOWERS

word that is very hard
to express. It is very
rare to find a person
who can put words to
describe the depth of
love one has towards
the members of the
family. But all will
surely redise about it if
someone has departed
from the family or one
who has drawn stakes
from the family and
gone away. The
mothers' love and
fathers efforts are the
two things that haunt
one who has been
separated from them.
Unfriendly
behavior among family
members may crop up
due to anger and fury
which should not be
taken asan indicator of
lost love among the
family  members.
These kinds of bitter
memories have to be
erased and one should
learn move on in the
interest of ahappy life.

Jasaswini Pattanaik

Real love has got
strength to overcome
all difficulties that
appear in a family, it
helps us to share our
sorrowsand happiness.
It brings out openness
and there will be no
hidden secrets among
husband and wife.
Sharing of views and
expressing of their
intent isa so important.
In many families wife
and husbandtry tokeep
their counterpart happy
by accepting their way
of life even though
they are not
comfortable with it,
this is not the way of
showing love. This
leads only to a disaster
once the fact surfaces.

Is it important
to be expressive in
showing out our
Love???? Thereisno
harminexpressnglove
but some  are
expressive and some
are not. If someone is
not expressive it does
not mean there is no
love towards the
partner. One who has
red love will find love
as real love is silent
andwithinwhichal the
other lovefindsspeech.
There is a love quote
whichsays“If youcan't

understand my silence,
how can you
understand my words.”
Love fet from heart is
better than one felt
from ears and eyes.
What say?

Family bonding
and love, a garland of
flowers. Man and
woman are born with
beautiful mind with
love. Without LOVE
mankind should have
been nonexistence.
Without love family
bondage should not
have been apossibility.
God as love is in
exisgence in our heart.

Love is an
emotional attachment
towards everybody
among the family
members. It actslikea
strong thread of love
which keepsthefamily
together as like a
garland of flowers. A
happy family is a part
of the society and
civilization. We must
help each other to
maintain the happy
concept of LOVE for
our own menta peace.

Chairperson,

Nalanda Public
School, Cuttack
E-mail :
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Editorial

The significance of
decision-making in
entrepreneurship cannot
be overstated, as
entrepreneurs navigate
myriad choices that
shape the trajectory of
their ventures. Effective
decision-making is the
cornerstone of success,
impacting everything
from defining the
business model to
managing risks and
allocating resources.
I dentifying opportunities
and navigating
partnerships further
underscore the pivotal
role decisions play in
shaping the outcome of
entrepreneurial
endeavours.

Entrepreneurs’ decisions
shape the direction of
their businesses and
reflect their vision,
values, and ability to
adapt to changing
circumstances. Whether
bigor smdl, eachdecison
carries consequences
that ripple through the
organization, influencing
everything from
operational efficiency to
financial performance.

This dynamic and
multifaceted process
requires a blend of
analytical thinking,
creativity, intuition, and a
willingness to take
calcul ated risks.
Entrepreneurs must
adeptly gather and
analyze information,
evauate alternatives, and
make choices that align
with their long-term
objectives.

Moreover, the ability to
learn  from  both
successes and failuresis
crucial. Mistakes are
inevitable in
entrepreneurship, but
they serve as invaluable
learning opportunities,
contributing to the
entrepreneur's growth
and resilience.
Entrepreneurs  can
navigate uncertainty
confidently and quickly
by continuously refining
their decision-making
skills and leveraging

insights from past
experiences.

In entrepreneurship’s
fast-paced and

competitive landscape,
the consequences of
decisions can be
profound. Well-informed
decisions can propel a
business to new heights,
while poor choices can
lead to setbacksor failure.
Therefore, entrepreneurs
must cultivate a strategic
approach to decision-
making grounded in a

deep understanding of
their market, industry
trends, and competitive
dynamics.

Ultimately, the role of
decision-making in
entrepreneurship extends
far beyond mere problem-
solving. Itistheenginethat
drivesinnovation, growth,
and sustainable success.
By embracing the
challenges and
opportunities inherent in
decision-making,
entrepreneurs can chart a
course towards realizing
their vision and leaving a
lasting impact on the
world.

Entrepreneurship is not
merely a one-time
endeavour; it'san ongoing
journey of innovation,
growth, and adaptation.
True entrepreneurship
begins with an original
idea, or a business plan
fueled by the ambition to
bring about change and
success. It empowers
individualsto takecharge,
make decisions, and lead
every aspect of their
enterprise. However,
entrepreneurship has its
challenges. It demands
unwavering focus, keen
observation, and constant
awareness. Central to
entrepreneurial successis
theart of decision-making.
Every decision, whether
right or wrong, shapesthe
trajectory of a business
and enhances the
entrepreneur's ability to

navigate
scenarios.
In a dynamic global
economy, the mastery of
innovation and the ability
to surpassrivals serve as
an entrepreneur's utmost
advantage, leading to
amplified market share
and grester profitability.
Practical
entrepreneurship
necessitates navigating
the intricacies of
innovation, includingidea
generation, evaluation,
and securing financial
resources. Innovation is
pivotal for sustained
viability and
competitiveness,
emphasizing the
symbiosis  between
entrepreneurship and
innovation. Together, they
catalyze  economic
growth, create value,
generate employment,
and foster fiscal reserves.
Conventional wisdom
links consummate
entrepreneurshipto labor-
intensive innovation
management involving
idea generation,
evaluation, and funding.
Entrepreneurs are hailed

complex

as vanguards of
innovation whose
success relies on

nurturing novelty. The
decision-making process
isintegra tothis, enabling
entrepreneursto navigate
the complexities of
innovation and achieve
sustained growth and

Success.
Looking back at history,
it's clear that innovation
and entrepreneurship
have been the driving
forces behind significant
transformations. They
were the sparks that
ignited Britain'sIndustrial
Revolution and propelled
the US to its status as a
global superpower. Their
influence goes beyond
individual enterprises,
contributing significantly

to national prosperity and
international wealth.
To excel as an

entrepreneur, one must
continuously hone one's
decision-making skills.
Success hinges on
learning from triumphs
and setbacksand refining
one's approach with each
experience. Decision-
making permesates every
facet of business—from
defining arobust business
model to identifying
opportunities, managing
risks, andforging Strategic
alliances.
Effectivedecison-making
necessitates a blend of
analytical  thinking,
creativity, intuition, and a
willingness to take
calculated risks.
Entrepreneurs  must
adeptly gather and
analyze pertinent
information, evaluate
alternatives, and align
choices with their
overarching vision and
goals.
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Decision-Making Dynamicsin Entrepreneurial Success

Prof (Dr.) SN Tripathy

The impact of well-
informed decisions on
business growth cannot
beoverstated. A thorough
understanding of industry
trends, market dynamics,
competitor strategies, and
customer preferences is
indispensable. Informed
decisions mitigate risks,
optimize resource
allocation, and enhance
thelikelihood of success.
Entrepreneurial success
thrives on informed
decision-making at every
stage. Entrepreneurs
cultivate a culture of
continuousimprovement
andresilienceby aligning
day-to-day activitieswith
long-term objectives and
leveraging insights from
past decisions.

In the ever-changing
landscape of industries,
forecasting marketing
Strategies a year in
advance presents a
formidable challenge.
Nevertheless, we can
distil some fundamental
principlesand trendsfrom
recent years, particularly
up to 2023.
Personalization remains
an essential cornerstone
of effective marketing
strategies. Businesses
can enhance customer
engagement and
satisfaction by tailoring
content and messages to
match user behaviour,
preferences, and
demographics. This
personalized approach

fosters brand loyalty and
accelerates the
achievement of marketing
objectives.

Integrating Artificial
Intelligence (Al) and
Machine Learning (ML)
has transformed
marketing. These
technologies have
revolutionized data
analysis, automation, and
personalization, reshaping
user experience and

journey dynamics.
Predictive analytics and
machine learning

algorithms optimize
marketing strategies by
automating tasks and
refining targeting, atrend
expected to endure well
into 2024.

Marketers must remain
agile and responsive to
emerging trends as
consumer behavioursand
technological
advancements evolve.
While the specifics of
marketing strategies may
change, the underlying
principles of
personalization,
technological integration,
andimpactful content will
remain foundational. By
staying attuned to these
principles and trends,
businesses can navigate
the dynamic marketing
landscape with
confidence and
adaptability, ensuring
continued relevance and
success in the years to
come.
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Effectivedecison-making
is the lifeblood of
entrepreneurship, driving
innovation, growth, and
success. To enhance
decision-making
capabilities, entrepreneurs
should embrace lifelong
learning to stay abreast of
industry trends, emerging
technologies, and market
dynamics. This enables
informed decison-making
and fostersadaptability in
the face of change.
Leveraging dataanalytics
and market research to
inform decison-makingis
crucial.
Recognizing and
assessing potential risks
associated with each
decisonandimplementing
risk mitigation strategies
and contingency plans
help minimize adverse
outcomes and safeguard
the business's
sustainability. Seeking
input from mentors,
advisors, and team
members when making
critical decisionsis also
essential. Collaborative
decision-making
harnesses diverse
perspectives and
promotes buy-in and
commitment to the
chosen action.
*Former Professor
of Economics,
Gokhale Institute of
Poalitics and
Economics, Pune,
currently at
Berhampur, Odisha

Ganl

Dr. Gani RajendraVijay,
the pioneer of the Sukhi
Pariwar Campaign, the
messiah of tribal lifeand
eminent Jain saint has
been active on tribal
issues for the last 49
years, he has launched
many public welfare
activities-schemes for
the upliftment and
development of tribd life,
including education,
service, medical and has
taken initiatives for
economic upliftment,
whichisashininglightin
thelivesof tribal people.
Recently, whilelaunching
projects worth 4400
croresin Gujarat, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
remembered Gani
Rajendra Vijay with
affection and intimacy
whiletalking to thetribal
women of online Kanwat,
the whole country saw
thisscenario and felt their
services. . Remembering
thissaintly man by Modi
inthisway, makesusfeel
his pride and existence.

Definitely Gani Rgjendra
Vijayji is ready to give
proper statusto thetribal
society and solve their
problems. They
themselves are capable
and prosperous, so they
themselves come
forward for basic

RajendraVijay: Thereformer of Tribal’s

-Lalit Garg-

facilities like education.
Inaway, withthe efforts
of a saint, an entire
backward and neglected
tribal society is getting
ready to builditself inan
ideal form; thisis an
exemplary and
commendable effort. But
these tribal people also
got political patrons, for
this they made contact
with the leaders of all
political partiesand made
them aware of the pain
of tribal life.
Theidealsthat have been
conceived in Indian
society are accepted by
Indians with the same
reverence even today.
Thepublic'sfaithin price
loyalty is not yet lost.
Evenif apersonisaone
butisinfavour of moraity
and someone powerful is
opposing him with
crookedness and
conspiracy, then the
publicwill likethe person
alone. Establishment of
thesevaluesistheaim of
Gani Rajendra Vijay's
missionandvision.

Gani Rajendra Vijay is
such a personality who
has blossomed further in
the effort of spiritual
development and moral
upliftment. He has been
striving for the upliftment
of tribal life for a long
time and is especially
aware of the plans for
educationintriba life; In
2007, the then Chief
Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated this school
and other schemes
among about one and a
half lakh tribal people,
such a huge tribal
presence was showing
Ganiji'sinfluencein this

area.
Many public welfare
schemes are being run
under his leadership, in
which Brahmi Sundari
Girls Hostel is being run
efficiently for girl's
education. In this tribal
area, whereaGaushalais
operated with the view of
life, then the mobile
hospital isalso providing
its remarkable services
for medical and service.
For the economic
progressand self-reliance
of the triba people, they
area so running the happy
family villageindustry. For
the success of these
broad undertakings, they
do hard meditation and
heat their body. In his
programs, along with
education among the
tribalsaswell ascommon
people, he awakens the
light of drug addictionand
eradication of
stereotypes. The aim of
his efforts is to awaken
interest in education and
reading as well as to
inculcate faith in the
minds of tribal people
towards non-violence,
morality and human
values. Let every man
look within himself and
examine himself.
Humanity is in danger
today not because
immorality ison therise.
Immorality has always
been there - sometimes
lessand sometimes more.
Themost dangerousthing
isthat thereisno faithin
morality.

Filled with sacrifice,
meditation, simplicity,
enlightenment and
compassion, you are
constantly striving to

protect theidentity of the
tribal caste and to
establish human values.
Asif heisthe emerging
'Gandhi' of Gujarat
holding Dandi. Gani

RajendraVijayji, bornin
atribd family onMay 19,
1974 in this tribal soil,
became a Jain monk at
the age of just eleven.
There is a flame within
thissaint who haswritten
more than twenty books,
whichissometimesseen
agitating against
obscenity, and
sometimes becomes
vocal against those who
forcibly convert religion.
Sometimes it becomes
vocal for the existence of
water, land and forest.
The kind of efforts that
this saint has made for
building a healthy and
non-violent society, there
is no show-off, no
demonstration, no
hunger for publicity, no
longing for any respect,
calling any politicianson
hisplatforms Thereisno

desire for a show of
power. In hispassion, this
saintistrying to establish
the ideal and change the
face of the tribal society
and if we want to seethe

results of these efforts, it
canbeseenintribal areas
like Kanwat, Balad,
Rangpur, Bodeli etc.

Gani Rajendra Vijayji is
active in the Sukhi
PariwarCampaign run by
the Sukhi Pariwar
Foundation to make the
family strong. It is my
good fortune that from
the year 2006 being the
founder general
secretary of this
foundation, | am currently
serving as its president.
Ganiji'stopmost priority is
that first of all thefamily
should become cultured,
the parents should
become cultured, only
then the children will be
able to increase the
prestige of the family by
becoming cultured. If the
children go astray from
the right path, then their

lifewill gointo that deep
pit of darkness from
where it will be very
difficult to get out again.
Gani Rgjendra Vijay is
making special effortsto

make children cultured.
India is waiting for a
cultura revolution today.
This task cannot be left
to the government
machinery. Family,
society and nation can be
made moral and
character-rich in real
senseonly by buildingthe
right education and right
values. In my view, the
initiative and efforts of
Gani Rajendra Vijayji is
theincarnation of alight
in the tribal area, it is
such a light that is
becoming the solutionto
problems like violence,
terrorism, Naxalism,
Maoism. Often we seek
solutions to these
problemsthrough palitics,
whilethe crisis seemsto
be deepening instead of
thesolution.

Because due to political

interests these neglected
and needy people have
been seen being
exploited. The tribal
society under the
leadership of Gani

Rajendra Vijayji is
determined to move
forward with the light to
improve the life of this
tribal area and to
motivate the entire
humanity.

The result of Gani
RaendraVijayji'sspiritua
auraand hard penanceis
the empowerment of the
tribal society. It is a
matter of great pleasure
that Gani RgjendraVijayji
has prepared the basis
for building anon-violent
society with his spiritual
brilliance. Many timeshe
not only pacified the
bloody struggle, but also
brought different
opposing groups on a
single platform. While
the groups were eager to
kill each other with
different types of
weapons for widespread

violenceand loss of life.
To make this area non-
violent surrounded by
wide possibilities of
violencewould becalled
a revolution and a
miracle. Tribal people
really need love,
compassion, affection
and strength, which is
possible only through a
saint like Ganiji and a
human welfare initiative
like the Sukhi Pariwar
Campaign, a light is
indeed being born, which
is exemplary for other
violence-affected areas
aswell. The specialty of
Gani Rajendra Vijayji is
that he has made tribal
upliftment theresolution
and yearning of his life.
Thereisalot of light in
the lives of tribal people
too, but effortshave been
made to snatch these
lights, which are
happening and will
continue to happen.
Today there are more
internal threats than
external threats. There
are many challenges of
violence and alienation
that beg solutions. But
never get the right
answer on the wrong
guestion. When bread is
needed, bread becomes
the solution. Without
bread, you cannot make
any theory aninjection of
strength.
Writer, Journalist,
Columnist
E-253, Saraswati
Kunj Apartment
25 |P Extensions,
Patparganj, Delhi-92
Email:
alitgar gl1@gmail.com
Phone: 22727486,
9811051133
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Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY ):First UNESCO

recognised  "World
Metrology Day"
celebration to be held on
20th May 2024 around the
world.

Theme of World

Metrology Day 2024 :
"We measure today for a
sustainable tomorrow"
The theme for World
Metrology Day 2024 is
Sustainability, chosen for
its relevance to various
measurement
opportunities crucial for
fostering a sustainable
global economy and
environment.
Sustainability affects
many different areas of
metrology and is of vital
importance for European
strategies such as the
European Green Deal and
the United Nation's
Sustainable Development
Goals.

This year marks the first
year that World
Metrology Day is

AAP Claims " Conspiracy" After Probe
Agency Sayslt Got Illegal Foreign Funds

New  Delhi(KCN):
Delhi's ruling AAP -
locked in a political row
with the BJPover Arvind
Kejriwal's arrest and
assault allegations by
Swati Maliwal against his
aide - ison the defensive
yet again, this time after
the Enforcement
Directorate alleged the
party received ? 7 crore
from donors in Canada,
the United States, the
Middle East, New
Zealand, and Australia
between 2014 and 2022.
A furious AAP leader
Atishi hit back at theclaim
Monday evening, declaring
herself "very angry with
(PrimeMinister Narendra)
Modi) and accusing the
BJP - which she said is
"clearly losing al 20 Lok
Sabha seats in Delhi and
Punjab - of orchestrating
political attacks via the
federal agency.

"After the failure of the
liquor scam and the Swati
Madiwa case, now theBJP
has brought this case
(back)... this clear shows
BJP is losing the twenty
seats of Delhi and Punjab.
(But) dl thisisnot goingto
work. Thisisnot the ED's
action... but the BJP. |
know | amvery angry with

Bharat nedsvisonary and strong

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):Bharat 'sMinister
of External AffairsDr. S.
Jaishankar  stressed
Bharat needs visionary
and strong leadership to
transform Bharat into a
developed , prosperous
nation by 2047 when it
will celebrate Centennial
year of Independence.
Dr. Jaishankar was
addressing  Vikshit
Bharat @2047 meet
organised by Indian
Chamber of Commerce (
ICC) incollaborationwith
Edunet Foundation in
Kolkata on 14th May
2024.

Dr. Jaishankar highlighted
various development
projectsinitiated by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi since 2014
impacting al sectors and
all sectionsof the society
and hasput Bharatinto

recognised

UNESCO, further
underlining the
importance of metrology.

World Metrology Day is
an annual event during
which the impact of
measurement on our
daily livesis celebrated
around theworld.

This date was selected
in recognition of the
signing of the Metre
Convention on 20 May
1875, when formal
international
collaboration in
metrology began.

This year marks the
149th anniversary of the
signing of the Metre
Convention on 20 May
1875.

.Each year World
Metrology Day is
organised and celebrated
jointly by the
International Bureau of
Weights and Measures
(BIPM) and the
International
Organization of Legal

Modi," Atishi said.
TheDelhi PWD Minister
pointed out the charges
against her party stem
from a case that is 11
years old, and one to
which "al answers have
beengivento ED, Centra
Bureau of Investigation,
Home Ministry, and
Election Commission".
"This is a conspiracy by
Modi to defame AAR"
Atishi raged.

"BJP does this before
every election... many
such falsedlegationswill
be made over the next
four days (before Delhi's
seven Lok Sabha seats
vote, al of which were
won by the BJP last
time)," shesaid.

Earlier today ED sources
told NDTV the AAP's
receipt of foreign funds
between 2014 and 2022
violated provisonsof the

new roadmap of
development and
prosperity.

Dr. Jai shankar
mentioned  despite
criticism by vested
interests both in India
and abroad, world is
recognising India's
capacity & capability to
initiate steps for
widespread economic
growth and devel opment
as well as improve
quality of life of its
peopleincludinginrural
areas.

Dr. Jaishankar said , "
....0ur focus on ease of
doing business,
infrastructure
development and
technology adoption has
yielded tangible results.
Reviving manufacturing
is pivotal, not just for
economic growth but
alsofor national security

Metrology (OIML) with
the participation of the
national organisations
responsible for
metrology.

1875 Paris treaty on the
Metre Convention
provides the basis for a
worldwide coherent
measurement system that
underpins scientific
discovery andinnovation,
industrial manufacturing
andinternational trade, as
well astheimprovement
of the quality of life and
the protection of the
global environment.
Martin Milton (Director
of BIPM) and Anthony
Donnellan (Director of
OIML) comment on the
importance of metrology
for sustainability:
‘Thisyear, thetheme for
World Metrology Day is
sustainability. Accurate
measurements are the
basis of environmental
research and
policymaking because
they enable us to

FCRA, or Foreign
Contribution Regulation
Act. The law says parties
cannot takeforeign funds.
According to the agency,
many of the donors
recorded identica passport,
credit card, and mobile
phonenumbers, aswell as
e-mail IDs. A confidential
report to the Home
Ministry, which has been
leaked, indicates that 155
people living abroad
donated ? 1.02 crore on
404 occasions.

The ED has claimed each
donationislinked to oneof
only 55 passports, and that
the AAP, to avoid
restrictions, hid donor
identities and routed the
funds directly into an
account with IDBI Bank
Ltd.

Thisalleged breach of the
law cameto light, agency
sources have said, during

and self-reliance.
Initiatives like Make in
India need the active
participation of both
government and
businesses to succeed.
Moreover, economic
policies must ensure a
leve playing field, protect
local businesses from
unfair competition and

foster a conducive
environment for
innovation and

entrepreneurship.
L ooking ahead, we must
anticipate and prepare
for futuredisruptionsand
revolutions. Al,
semiconductors, electric
vehicles, green
technologies and space
exploration are the
domains that will shape
the future economy.
Educational reforms,
infrastructure
enhancements  and

understand and tackle
complex environmental
challenges such as
climate change,
pollution, and resource
depletion. Thetheme of

inquiries into a drug
smuggling caseinvolving
former AAP MLA
Sukhpal Singh Khaira,
who is now with the

Congress.
Documents seized in a
raid of his home

containedinformation on
the donors, the ED has
dleged. Someof thefunds
were alegedly siphoned
by other AAPIleadersfor
persona use.

Thisis not the first time
the AAP has been
accused of receiving
foreignfunds.

As far back as 2013 -
when the Congress-led
UPA government wasin
power - the AAP was
linkedtoforeignfunding.
Mr Kejriwal had then
saidtheCongress, now its
ally under the INDIA
umbrellg, is"scared of the
AAP' anddaredittoaso
probe foreign funds
received by itself and the
BJP.

That same year the
Association for
Democratic Reforms
approached the Delhi
High Court claiming the
BJP and Congress had
received tens of crores
vialndian subsidiariesof
foreign companies.
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sustainability encourages
us to explore how
metrology contributes to
improving our livesevery
day. For example,
accurate and reliable

Sambit Patra's" Slip Of Tongue

measurements enable
better monitoring of
environmental
parameters, better
assessment of theimpact
of human activities, and
the development of
strategies that promote
ecological balance.
Metrology empowers us
to make informed
decisions, whether by
quantifying carbon
emissions, measuring
waste, or monitoring
natural habitats.'

The metric system
which is now the
universal standard for
measurements  was
created over 200 years
ago.

The Metre Convention,
an international treaty
designed to ensure that
everyone around the
world used the same
metric system to measure
weight and length, in
order to ensurefair trade.
The Metre Convention
hassince beenratified by

over 100 countries and
economies. In November
2023, UNESCO’s
governing bodies
proclaimed that 20 May
would henceforth be
celebrated as World
Metrology Day (42 C/
Resolution 21).
Celebrations of the Day
each year are jointly
supported by the
International Bureau of
Weights and Measures
and the International
Organization of Legal
Metrology.

Metrology is the
scientific study of
measurement. It allows
us to set common
standards for units and
measuring instruments.
Metrology has a wide
range of applications,
including navigation,
construction, product
development,
environmental
monitoring, medicineand
food processing.

World Metrology Day

st " World Metrology Day" celedration on 20th May 2024

promotes the benefits of
measurement science to
a global audience,
emphasizing metrology's
value for quality of life
and  environmental
preservation - a mission
in harmony with
UNESCO's goal of
building a better world
through science and
education.

Ms. Audrey
AzoulayUNESCO
Director-General said ,
"At UNESCO, the lead
United Nations agency
for science, metrology
underpins all our work.
From mapping the ocean
floor to assessing the
volume of glacier meltin
the Andes and Central
Asia — two flagship

initiativesby UNESCO —
we depend on
measurements as

powerful tools to drive
scientific discovery,
technological innovation
and sustainable
development.”

That

Found A New 'Bhakt' For PM M odi

New Delhi: The BJP's
Sambit Patra landed in a
row today over a
comment that hugely
offended Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik.
As Odisha voted for the
Lok Sabha and a new
assembly in the Fifth
Phase of election, Mr
Patra told reporters that
the Lord Jagannath, the
presiding deity of Puri, "is
Modi's bhakt". When the
Chief Minister shot off an
angry protest, Mr Patra
issued a clarification,
saying it was a "dlip of
tongue".

"Lakhs of people have
gathered here to see PM
Modi. JagannathisModi's
bhakt and we are al PM
Modi's family. | cannot
control my emotions and
| think today is a
momentous day for all
Odias," said Mr Patra,
who isthe candidatefrom
Puri.

It drew an immediate
condemnation from
Naveen Pathaik, who is
hoping for a sixth
consecutive term in the
state.

"Mahaprabhu Shree
Jagannathaisthe Lord of
Universe. Calling
Mahaprabhu a bhakt of
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another human being is
an insult to the Lord.
This has hurt the
sentiments and
demeaned the faith of
crores of Jagannatha
bhaktas and Odias
across the world," Mr
Patnaik posted on social
media.

"TheLordisthegreatest
Symbol of OdiaAsmita.
Calling Mahaprabhu a
bhakt of another human
being is totally
condemnable. | strongly
denounce the statement
made by the BJP Puri
Lok Sabha candidate and
| appeal to the BJP to
keep the Lord above any
political discourse. By
thisyou have deeply hurt
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support  for
employment are
imperativeto seizethese

opportunities. In the
realm of foreign policy,
our focus is on
leveraging  global
resources, rebuilding
connectivity, securing
trust and partnerships,
and attracting global
talent and investments.
Initiatives like the
International North-

South ransport Corridor

and India-Myanmar-
Thailand  Trilateral
Highway exemplify our
efforts to enhance
connectivity and regional
cooperation. However,
the journey towards a
resurgent India is
multifaceted and
dynamic. It requiresvision,
determination, and
collaboration across
sectors. While challenges

persist, our achievements
serve as beacons of hope
andinspiration..... We've
set ambitious targets -
fromreachinga$5trillion
economy inthenear term
to envisioning a $52.5
trillion economy in the
future....."

Dr. Jaishankar added
"....0ur historical
relationship with Russia
is positive and we
recognise its strategic

ﬁ .

ol
OdiaAsmitaand thiswill
be remembered and
condemned by people of
Odisha for a very long
time," his post read.
Congress's Supriya
Shrinate also joined
issue, posting, "Lord
Jagannath is a devotee
of Modi... What has
happened to the BJP
people? Such an insult
to our beloved God?this
arrogance will come to
anend".

Mr Patra issued a
clarification.

"I gave number of bytes
today to multiple media
channels after the
massive success of Shri
NarendraM odiji's Road
Show in Puri today,

eadership totranstorm into” V|ksh| Bharat" @204/ Dr.

importance asaproducer
of natural resources. To
address economic
challengesand foster job
creation, we must
cultivate a strong
business culture and
prioritise domestic
production, reducing
dependence on foreign
sources. ...."

The program was also
graced by Mrs. Smita
Bajoria, Founder, Edunet
Foundation & Director,
S. K. BgjoriaGroup; Mr.
Pradeep Sureka, Past
President, Indian
Chamber of Commerce;
and Dr. Rajeev Singh,
Director General, Indian
Chamber of Commerce

Mrs. Smita Bajoria,
Founder, Edunet
Foundation & Director,
S. K. Bgjoria Group,in

everywhere |
mentioned that
Modi ji is an
ardent "Bhakt"
of Shri
Jagannath
Mahaprabhu
..by mistake
during one of
the bytes |
pronounced
just the
opposite .1
know you too
know and
understand this
..Sir let's not
make an issue out of a
nonexistent issue ..we
all have "dlip of tongue
sometimes," his post
read.

"According to Sambit
Patra - "Modi's bhakt is
Jagannath”.. It'sadirect
attack on Odia
We want
Sambit to apologieswith
folded hands in front of
National Mediaand Each
and every citizen of
Odisha. It's very
derogatory... You should
mind your language,”
Odisha Congress posted
on X.

On social media, many
demanded a public
apology from the BJP
leader.

SJashankar

her welcome address
highlighted India's
foreign trade and
economic policies are
more aligned presently
than ever before. Mrs .
Bajoriapraised "India&
Indian interest First"
vision in Indian Foreign
policy.

Mr. Pradeep Sureka
mentioned, since 2014
India has undergone a
significant transformation
in its foreign policy
approach, marked by
pragmatism and a
prioritisation of economic
interests.

Dr. Rajeev Singh,
Director General, ICC
said, “Dr. S. Jaishankar's
vision paintsaportrait of
a New India,
characterised by
progress, determination
and assertiveness.. ...."
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Gahirmatha preparestor nesting of Olive Ridleys

Kendrapara(KCN):
TheGahirmathaMarine
Sanctuary personnel
have started
preparations for
providing a tranquil
atmosphere for the
endangered Olive
Ridleysfor their smooth
sojourn to the sandy
beaches to lay eggs.
Gahirmatha Marine
Sanctuary isconsidered
to bethelargest rookery
for theendangered Olive
Ridley seaturtle, which
is protected under
Schedule 1 of the
WildlifeProtectionAct,
1972, and accorded the

endangered tigers.
Sanctuary Ranger
Pradosh Kumar
Moharanasaid |akhs of
OliveRidley turtleswere
seen congregating at a
kilometredistancefrom
the sea coast near
Habalikhati and
Satabhaya.

Anticipating the mass
nesting of the Olive
Ridleys in March, the
Forest personnel have
expedited the sea
patrolling and launched
cleaning of the beaches
at regular intervals,
Moharana said. The
Forest personnel are

mass nestlng wrtlewill occurafterthe turtle;would comeen-  igand. Themassnestlng
phenomenon of the secondweek of March. massetolay eggsatthe phenomenon usually

Purnima,” the Ranger
said adding, “We are
hopeful that thistimetoo
themassnestingof Olive
Ridleysmight occur after
March second week.”
Meanwhile, the Forest
personnel have come
across nests of Olive
Ridley turtles at the
beaches of Gahirmatha
Marine Sanctuary. As
many as829eggsof Olive
Ridleys were collected
fromthesporadicnesting
stesonthebeach by the
personnel for artificia
hetchingat thehatchery st
upa Babubdi, Moharana
sd.

with beach conditionsat
Nasi-2 is yet to turn
condudvefor massnesting
of theOliveRidleys. The
beach has been eroded
earlier at Nasi-2, the
favouritenesting placeof
the endangered Olive
Ridley turtles and the
beachformationisyetto
occur in some parts of
Nasi-2. However, the
Forest personnel are
hopeful that when the
Northernwindblowsthe
eroded stretches will be
filled with sand
automaticaly facilitating
an atmosphere
conducive to mass

highest protection like very optimisticthat the endangered marine

Satellite survey reveals huge
fraud in paddy cultivation

“We expect that the goldenbeachof Nasi-2 occurs during ‘Dola However, theseadong  peging

&
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Sonepur (KCN): A
satellite survey has
exposed ‘fake’
cultivation of paddy on
9,018 plots by some
unscrupulous farmers
and land owners. The
survey has unearthed
that in reality paddy was
not cultivated during the
2023-24 Rabi season in

paddy cultivation, they
were procuring it from
other statesand selling it
at rates fixed by the
government and reaping
rich benefits, sources
alleged. In the process,
the original paddy
farmersarelosing out on
government benefits,
they added. The survey

administration then
initiated a physical
examination of the 10,208
doubtful plots. And once
it was done, it emerged
that there had been
rampant ‘fake’
registration of plots as
paddy cultivation lands.
Reports said that paddy
cultivation was carried

registration, a field
survey was done by a
team comprising a
revenue inspector,
village-level agriculture
worker, secretaries of
the various PACS and
women SHGs.

Initially, 191 fake
registrations by farmers
came to light and their

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

STD-NURSERY TO VIII

various areas of hasexposedthattheplots outon34,000 hectaresof names were struck off "'
e arapur aiatrior. mentioned a farmlands. imigated  1and i T Howarr e (Special discount for new admassion before 13.03.21
sources informed duringregistrationdonot Subarnapur  district just the tip of the

Sunday. Sources pointed
out that hundreds of
farmers including
landowners got their
names registered with
the Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Societies
(PACS) and women’s
self-help groups (SHGS).
They had done so to get
government benefits
provided for the
cultivation of paddy.

However, instead of

exist at all. They are
abandoned grasslands,
water bodies and barren
non-cultivable land. The
satellite survey was
conducted by the
Revenue, Agriculture,
and Cooperative
departments after large-
scale allegations of fake
registrations surfaced.

After obtaining the
satellite survey report,
officials of the district

during the 2023-24 Rabi
season. During
registration, the farmers
mentioned that paddy
cultivation had been
carried out on 12,959
plots in Subarnapur
district. A total of 35,580
farmers registered their
nameswith the 60 PACS
and 37 women SHGs
groups to sell their
harvested paddy crops.
Immediately after

iceberg. Only when the
government undertook a
satellite survey the
massive fraud was
unearthed. It wasfound
that paddy cultivation
had not been done on
approximately 10,208
plots under six tehsils.
Then aphysical survey
of thedoubtful plotswas
done and it was found
that over 9,018 of them
did not exist at all.

TPWODL bndgmg healthcare gap

Burla(KCN): Inanera
when accessibility to
hedlthcareisparamount,
TP Western Odisha
Distribution Limited
(TPWODL), a joint
venture between Tata
Power and the
Government of Odisha,
being an established
corporate entity took
several steps for the
development of an
underprivileged section
of the society under its
wide-spread corporate
social responsibility
(CSR) programmes.
The company has
deployed three Mobile
Hed th Dispensary Vans
in the districts of
Kalahandi, Deogarh,
and Sonepur
respectively. Thisisa
step in the right
directionto bridgethe
gapintherural areasof
thesethree districts so
far as healthcare

facilitiesare concerned.
The main objective of
the services is to
improve healthcare in
the rural areas of
western Odisha and

provide essential
treatment to people
who are deprived of
primary healthcare.
Taking into
consideration the need
for treatment of various
infectious diseases
prevalent in remote
areas, theroute of these

Mobile Health
Dispensary Vans is
decided by the Chief
District Medical
Officers (CDMOs).
These mobile health
dispensary vans are
equipped with thelatest
medical facilities,
doctors, nurses, and
pharmacists. They
provide various types
of primary health care,
health check-ups,
vaccinations, and fast-
aid medicines for

various diseases.

Sofar, atotal of around
90,000 peoplein these
three districts have
aready benefited from
theseMHD vans. These
MHD vans reflect the
fundamental thought
process of the
company. Inthisregard,
the CEO of TPWODL,
Gganan Kdeexpressed
that healthcareisabasic
human right and no one
should be deprived of
medica services.”
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Credit Iea For Coal

Delhi(K CN):

New
Amrit Lal Meena,
Secretary Coal, has
urged banks and non-
banking financial
companies to find
appropriate solutions
while working on the
proposals placed before
them regarding credit
availability for
commercial coa mines.
He reiterated that coal
mining is a good and
profitable long-term
business with assured
returns starting from 3-4
years of the allocation of
the coal mines.

REC Limited, has
organised aworkshop on
‘Customised  Debt-
Financing for
Commercial Mining &
MDOs' recently in New
Delhi.

Theworkshop witnessed

Workshop on causes and Diagno
Na—— :

Bhubaneswar:Apollo
Hospital Hematology
Department isorganizing

one workshop on
diagnosis and
management of

Thrombotic disorders
under the aegis of
herpetology. On 2nd Nov,

participation by Amrit Lal
M eena, Secretary,
Ministry of Coal, M
Nagaraju, Additional
Secretary and Nominated
Authority, Ministry of
Coadl, and Vivek Kumar
Dewangan, Chairman
and Managing Director,
REC Ltd. along with
other senior functionaries
from the coal industry
and government.

Shri Meena appreciated
theinitiative of REC and
its commitment to strike
a balance between
sustainable devel opment
and financial viability of
the mining sector in
compliancewiththe ESG
normsand willingnessto
be a partner in the
growth journey of the
mining industry.

He also highlighted the
necessity of efficiently

2023. The Diagnosis of
these disorders is very
important which affects
peopleof al ages. Making
proper diagnosis and
giving  appropriate
treatment will save many
lives particularly the
young. All the [aboratory

closing coa mines once
they reach the end of
their operational lifeand
rejuvenate such
exhausted mines for
sustainable endeavours
like Pumped Storage
facilities, Solar Parksetc.
The Secretary reassured
the commitment to
sustainable methods of
mining and informed that
Coal Ministry is taking
various steps to increase
production from the Under
Groundmines
Heemphas sed thet thecod
sector isinthegrowth phase
and collectiveeffortsshould
be made to reduce coal
import by increasing
productiontomest growing
domesticdemand.

ssof Bleeding

tests for making proper
diagnosis is available in
Apollo Hospital,
Bhubaneswar. These
tests are hardly available
in few laboratories in
odisha. Under oneroof in
Apollo Hospital,
Bhubaneswar all the
facilitiesaredsoavailable
for this disorder for
diagnosing and treating
these cases. We are
happy to hole this
workshop and bring
awareness among the
medical fraternity of
odisha.

Texmaco-SSFMPL JVSecures for Arun-3
Hydroelectric Power Plant Project in Nepal

Kolkata: Texmaco-
SSFMPL Jv, a
collaborativeeffort led by
Texmaco, has recently
secured a contract with
Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam
(SIVN) Arun-3 Power
Development Company
Limited (SAPDC) for
the construction of the
Arun-3 hydroelectric
power plant, a 900MW

run-of-the-river
hydropower project
presently under

development in Nepal .

The Texmaco-SSFM PL
JV, entrusted with an
order valued at Rs179.89
crore from SIVN Arun-
3 Power Development
Company Limited, is
poised to play a pivotal
role in advancing this
crucial project. The
scope of work
encompasses an array of
responsibilities, including
procurement, fabrication,
shop assembly, painting,
testing, transportation,
supply, erection, site
testing, and
commissioning of the
Pressure Shaft Steel
Liner. This significant
task involves the
installation of two lanes
of Pressure Shaft Steel

Liner with a substantial
diameter of 5500mm, two
bifurcations, four
brancheswith adiameter
of 4000mm each, along
with all necessary
accessories. The total
estimated tonnage for
thisundertaking standsat
aformidable4700 metric
tonnes.

TheArun-3 hydroelectric
power plant,
administered under the
build, own, operate, and
transfer (BOOT) model,
is a collaborative
endeavour between
India's SIVN and the
Government of Nepal.
SAPDC, awholly owned
subsidiary of SIVN, will
oversee the plant's
operation for a period of
25 years, which excludes
the initial five-year
construction phase.
Following thisoperational
phase, ownership of the
power plant will be
transferred to the Nepal
government.

One of the most salient
features  of this
agreement is the
substantial benefit it
bestows upon Nepal.
Over theinitial 25 years
of commercial

operations, Nepal will
receive 21.9% of the
electricity generated by
the Arun-3 power plant
as free power. This
underscores the
exemplary cooperation
between Indiaand Nepal
in harnessing the
potential of renewable
energy resources and
reaffirms their
commitment to
strengthening bilateral
relations.

On the joint venture,
Sudipta Mukherjee,
Deputy Managing
Director, Texmaco Rail
& Engineering Ltd.,
said, "Texmaco-
SSFMPL  JV is
honoured to be
entrusted with the
responsibility of
contributing to the
Arun-3 hydroelectric
power plant project in
Nepal. We are
committed to delivering
excellence in every
aspect of our work and
in advancing
renewable energy
solutions. This venture
exemplifies our
dedication to
sustainable progress."

Odisha records 20x grawth in job || C Mutual Fund Announces Completion
of IDBI MF SchemesMerger

applicationsin the last 90 days

Bhubaneswar,: As one of the fastest-growing states
in terms of economy in India, Odisha has been
witnessing asteady growthin job opportunities across
sectors and industries and has emerged as a popular
destination for job seekers.apna.co— India’s largest
jobs and professional networking platform —
recorded20x quarter on quarter growthinjob postings
in the state's capital, Bhubaneswar in the previous
quarter. The platform has also noted increased job
openingsfor multiplerolesin thelast three 90 days.

After recording an economic rating higher than
India’'s GDP, Odisha has become a promising
destination for employerstoinvest in, strengthening
the state’s economy and creating more job
opportunities. apna has become atrusted partner for
various popular companies such as Zomato, Bharti
AXA, Burger King, TeamLease, Byjus, and
Delhivery amongst othersin the state to fulfill their
hiring requirement. Inthelast quarter, there hasbeen
an increased hiring momentum for roles such as
telecallers/BPO, sales, computer/dataentry operator,
delivery persons, and business development
executives amongst others. The capital city
continues to be one of the top commercial hubsin
Eastern India.

With more than 25 percent female users from
Bhubaneswar, apna has become a default partner
for women to build their professional networksand
participate in helping India unlock its economic
potential. According to the platform, there has been
aquarter-on-quarter increase in women joining the
workforcefrom the state and participating in uplifting
Odisha’s economy. Telecalling and business
development have consistently been the most
popular role amongst women in Bhubaneswar
followed by data entry operators. Interestingly,
women also opted to get on thefield by joining the
sales workforce for various organizations after
COVID cases dropped drastically.

Commenting on the growth, Manas Singh, Chief
Business Officer, apna.co said, “Odisha is
witnessing tremendous growth in the past quarter,
emerging as one of the key markets with arisein
both workers and employers on apna. We will
continue creating more hyperlocal opportunitiesto
help accelerate the economic growth of
Bhubaneswar.”

FURO Sports Shoes welcomes Shahid

Kapoor as its Brand Ambassador

Bhubaneswar: FURO Sports Shoes, (from the house
of Red Chief Shoes), isthrilled to announce itsmuch-
coveted collaboration with the Bollywood Superstar,
Shahid Kapoor. Shahid’'s youthful and sporty
personality of an affable boy gels with the aspiring
corevaluesand ethos of FURO Sports Shoes. Shahid
appeals to a wider audience across all age groups.
While his exceptional fitness lifestyle, dancing
prowess, and romantic-action-oriented moviesattract
theyouth, hisresponsiblefamily guy personaconnects
with relatively mature age groupsaswell .Mr. Manoj
Gyanchandani (Managing Director) expressing his
viewsonthe collaboration, shares, “Weare extremely
honored to welcome Shahid Kapoor as the newest
FURO family member. We couldn’t have asked for
abetter partner in 2022 who comes with such high
credible energy which is much needed in such
dynamic timesto inspirethe youth towards athleisure
lifestyle. Welook forward to asuccessful partnership
with him and hopeto have amutually beneficial long-
term relationship.”

Mr. Rahul Sharma, (Marketing Head ) further
shared “To continueleveraging our association both
inmassmedia& digital platforms— Shahid would be
part of our forthcoming Brand campaigns , which
are back to back lined up starting few weeks from
now . “

BOB Financialcrossesthe 1
Million Credit Cardsmark

Mumbai:BOB Financial Solutions Limited
(BFSL),awholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of Baroda
(Bank)that issues and manages Bank of Baroda
Credit Cards, has crossed the 1 Million Credit Cards
mark.

As per Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data, Bank
of Baroda Credit Cards have grown 9X over the last
four years—from 0.12 million cardsin March 2018
toover 1.1 million cardsin March 2022. Further, the
monthly spendson credit cards have grown 10X over
the same period — from Rs.80 crore in March 2018
to Rs.830 crore in March 2022.

In CY 2022, cobrandingwith IRCTC, HPCL,
Defence Services, and partnerships with fintechs
have been some of the key initiativesin the ongoing
transformation journey.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Shailendra Singh,
MD & CEO, BFSL said, “In 2017, we started on a
journey of transforming BOB Financial into aleading
credit cardissuer inIndia. Crossing the 1 million credit
cardsmark isan important milestone.However, while
we celebrate thisachievement, our ultimate aspiration
isto becomeone of thelargest Credit Cardissuersin
the country, serving customersof every demographic
and socio-economic classification.”

BFSL has been focusing on investing in people,
processes and technology to enhance customer
experience.

Mumbai : LIC Mutual
Fund (LIC MF), one of
the reputed fund houses
in the Indian asset
management industry,
has announced the
successful compl etion of
the takeover of schemes
of IDBI Mutual Fund
(IDBI MF). The
effective date of merger
hasuly 29, 2023.
Themoveisin linewith
LIC MF's mission to
strengthen and diversify
its product offerings,
expand its footprint and
grow its assets under
management (AUM) to
emerge as a leading MF
houseinthe country. LIC
MF had an AUM of Rs
18,400Crores and IDBI
MF had Rs 3,650Crores
as of June 30, 2023.
After completion of the
merger, out of 20
schemesof IDBI MF, 10
schemes will be merged
with similar schemes of
LIC MF and the
remaining 10 will be
takenover by LICMFon
standalone basis, which
will takeits total scheme
count to 38. With this

merger, investors
invested in IDBlI MF
schemes will get access
to LICMF's diversified
basket of product
offeringscovering Equity,
Debt, Hybrid, Solution
oriented themes, ETF and
Index funds.

Commenting on the
successful completion of
the scheme merger, Mr.
T.S. Ramakrishnan,
Managing Director&
CEO of LIC Mutual
Fund, said: “It is an
important milestone in
our journey as we are
working towards
developing our
capabilities to serve as
adiversified mutual fund
house catering to
investment needs
across key markets in
India. The merger
complements our goal to
strengthen our scheme
offeringsin the mid-cap,
small-cap, gold fund,
passive fund segments,
etc. The merger will
help us build wider
market presence and
offer a more extensive
range of product basket.

The combined strength
will help us capture
emerging opportunities
in the thriving asset
management industry
and drive value for
investors and
distribution partners.”
He further added”Our
vision isto be a trusted
partner in wealth
creation and a mutual
fund of choice. Our
track record of
managing fundsfor over
three decades has
enabled us to gain trust
of investors.We will
remain focused and
work towardsdelivering
long-term performance
by adopting adequate

risk control
mechanisms.”
About LIC Mutual

Fund: LIC Mutual Fund
was established on 20th
April 1989 by LIC of
India. LIC MF is an
AMC with LIC of India
as its Sponsor and other
stakeholders being LIC
Housing Finance Ltd,
GICHousing FinanceLtd
and Union Bank of India.

Ambuja Cementsintroduces Cool Walls, a special product
that keep homes cool in summersand hot in winters

Mumbai Ambuja
Cements Ltd, one of
India’'s most sustainable
cement manufacturers, is
now offering an
innovative green solution
for constructing strong
walls. AmbujaCool Walls
isauniquewall solutions
that keepsthe house cool
during summer and
retains inside
temperature to make the
house warmer in winter.
Ambuja Cements is
among the first Indian
cement companies to
offer this unique block
and mortar solution to
individual house
builders.

Ambuja Cool Walls
is a sustainable product
made with aninnovative
heat-barrier technology
that is far superior to
any other products
availablein the market.
The ‘heat Dbarrier
technology’ of this
product helps to
maintain inside
temperature of any
house lesser hy
5°Celsius as compared
to external temperature.

These innovative heat
barrier technology,
consistent quality and
enhanced strength (>5
MPa) are the main
differentiatorsof this
product.

Ambuja Cool Walls
isaninnovative solution
to the problem faced by
traditional construction
with non-sustainable
products. The challenge
poised by traditional
construction today are
efflorescence on walls,
termite attack, water
absorption and highly
prone to earthquakes.
Ambuja Cool Walls
along with unique
jointing mortar makes
the wall stronger and
eliminates the problem
faced by traditional
construction practices.
This helps the
consumers in cost
saving on electricity due
to thermal insulation,
low frequency of repeat
painting because of no
efflorescence, lesser
repeat maintenance and
lower construction cost.
Additional benefits

include noise reduction,
high fire resistanceetc.
Also it enables speedy
construction and
reduces project
completion time by ~
30%.

Ambuja Cool
Wallsis a sustainable
product as it consumes
large volume of fly ash
in its manufacturing.
The walls does not
require curing during
construction and thus
saves 5000 liters of
water for a1000-square
feet house.Mr. Neeraj
Akhoury, CEO India
Holcimand MD & CEO
of Ambuja Cements
Ltd., said, “Ambuja
Cements has always
pursued innovation to
provide customers with
eco-friendly solutions
for a better and a
greener future. It's our
endeavorto provideworld
class solutions to
customers in India.
Ambuja Cool Wallsis a
testimony to our
commitment to provide
sustainable, high strength
and durable solutions to
our customers’.

KiiT International School becomes the only
school from Odisna to win at Toycathon

Bhubaneswar: The
revered founder of KiiT
International School, Shri
Achyuta Samanta, has
always inspired and
encouraged the youth to
think outsde the box. This
motivation has led to an
immense achievement for
theschool. Agame, * Untald
Stories, designed by Shree
Roy, a 10th Grade student
of Kii T Internationd Schodl,
has been sdected as one of
thetop 7 winning games at
Toycathon, an inter-
minigerid initiativeof GO,
inassociationwithAICTE.
Spesking on the occasion,
Dr Mona Lisa Bal,
Chairperson, KiiT
International School said,
“Thisisanextremely proud
moment  for  KiiT
Internationa School famiily.
| congratulate Shreefor her
endeavours. This is an
accomplishment not just for

her but theentireschool . We
awaysnurtureour sudents
to think beyond their
textbooks and take interest
in activities outside their
classroom. | am glad that
this morale-boosting has
steered us to achieve this
great honour. | firmly bdieve
that these leaders of
tomorrow can drive us
towards a better tomorrow
with proper education and
guidance.”

Shree’s game ‘Untold
Stories' is a multiplayer
game where one must
answer guestions about
Indiasheritagetomoveon
to the next leve. With this
game, Shree intended to
revivetheart and culture of
India With modernization
and technology, most
younggersaregluedtothar
smartphones and the
internet. Shreedesignedthis
game with the help of the

school’s research wing,
Inspiron, in a pursuit to
movethem away fromthis
exposure while enhancing
their knowledge on India's
art, history, and culture.
From over 14 lakh online
entries, 200 games were
chosen for the physical
edition of Toycathon.
Untold stories was the
only winner from Odisha

among the top 7
felicitated games.
Under the

‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan’ initiated by our
Hon' ble Prime Minister,
Shri. Narendra Modi,
Toycathon is conceived
to challenge India's
innovative minds to
conceptualize novel Toy
and Games based on
Bharatiya civilization,
history, culture,
mythology and ethos.




NewDelhi:Six years
back, Punjab Kings, then
known as Kings XI
Punjab, decided toinvest
in an 18-year old
Prabhsimran Singh,
spending asmuchasINR
4.8 Crore on him. With
the likes of KL Rahul,
Mayank Agarwal and
Chris Gayle in the side,
Prabhsimran invariably
had limited opportunities.
Heplayed hisfirst match
for Kingsin 2019, against
Sunrisers Hyderabad,
and had to wait 18 more
months for his next 1PL
game. But Kings didn't
let go of him, continuing
tokeep himinthefold but
not for theinitial sum that
they got himinfor.

From 2019till the end of
the 2022 season,
Prabhsimran got to play
only six matchesinwhich
he scored 64 runs at an
average of 10.66. Kings,
though, persisted with
him in 2023. He got a
good run of games last
Season, getting to play all
14 and there were some

wowrw. Thakalimgachromndele, com

impressive knocks too,
including 103 against
Delhi Capitals and 60
against Rajasthan
Royals. With Shikhar
Dhawan having been
reduced to the sidelines
for the majority of the
2024 season due to a
shoulder injury,
Prabhsimran had to
shoulder the
responsibility alongside
Jonny Bairstow at thetop
of the order.

But the returns from
Prabhsimran were
minimal. Before the
game against Sunrisers
on May 19, the Punjab
batter had managed only
45 runs in five innings,
averaging 9 with astrike
rate of 104.65 and a
highest of 16.
Prabhsimran’s poor run
meant that the Kings
were reduced to the
bottom of the chart in
termsof runs contributed
by the opening battersin
the season.

Before the SRH game,
PBKS's openers had

managed only 635 runs
and three fifty-plus
scores, the least for any
team. TheKingsalso had
aproblem with the No.3
thisseason. Prabhsimran
and Rilee Rossouw were
both used inthisposition
but apart from Rossouw's
61 and 43 against RCB
and CSK respectively,
the contributions were
limited. Collectively,
PBKS's top three had
managed only 916 runs,
theleast among all teams
inthisIPL.

But Jitesh Sharma, the
captain for PBKS' final
league game, wasn't
keen to look too much
into those numbers. "l do
not believein numbers. |
believe in good intent.
The openershave shown
good intent in each game.
It'sfinethat the top order
could not score more
runs. But whenever they
came to bat, they came
to bat for the team, and
not for themselves. You
can see clearly that
they'vetried to giveus a

good start. That is more
important,” said Jitesh.

That belief trandated into
impactful contributions
fromthetop three against
SRH. Prabhsimran led
the charge with a45-ball
71, Atharva Taide struck
a 27-ball 46 while
Rossouw hit a breezy 49
off 24 asthetop threeled
the platform for PBKS's
total of 214/5, their highest
against SRH, bettering
the211/4 they scoredina

Phil Salt’sabsencewill not affect KKR in
| PL 2024 playoffs Virender Sehwag

NewDelhi:Former India
batter Virender Sehwag
believes that KKR will
not feel the absence of
their in-form opener, Phil
Satduringtheir play-offs
games in the Indian
Premier League (IPL)
2024. Sehwag opines
someone else from the
KKR side should step up
to fill in for Salt in their
crucial Qualifier 1 clash
against an in-form SRH
on May 21. Salt has
played apivota roleinthe
KKR batting unit with his
explosivenessat thevery
top of theorder alongside
Sunil Narine. The 27-
year-old has been one of
the best batters this
season, which has seen
him score atotal of 435
runs in his 13
appearances.

The opening stand
between Salt and Narine
has often played a
winning rolefor KKRin
their matches in the
ongoing IPL season so
far, all due to their
aggressive approach
fromthevery get-go. Salt
wasamongst the England
playerswho had lft their
IPL franchises midway,
to join the national team
camp in preparation for

A three-act

NewDelhi:Before their
match against Punjab
Kings, Sunrisers
Hyderabad ended up
having a 10-day break
from cricketing action. It
was supposed to be a
seven-day break after
their mauling of Lucknow
Super Giants but an
additional three days
were added after the
SRH-GT washout in
Hyderabad. And with the
Kings opting to bat and
posting a sizable total of
214, it remained to be
seen if the belligerent
SRH batting, which was
on display throughout the
competition, would have
some rustiness heading
into abig chase.

The first-ball duck for
TravisHead in Arshdeep
Singh's over didn't help
matters for SRH who
needed a victory to stay
in contention for a top-
two finish. But they had,
at the expense of a
bowler, brought in Rahul

Tripathi into the eleven.
Tripathi had turned upin
SRH colours close to a
month and a half back,

against the same
oppositionin Mullanpur.
He had an

underwhelming game
then, scoring only 11,
after starting off with 20
against Kolkata Knight
Riders. How would he,
without much on-field
action, respond in a
crunch situation for
SRH?

His response was a
quick-fire 33 off 18 balls,
one that stayed true to
SRH's batting template
this season, and one that
gavethemtheimpetusin
the chase after losing
their star opener early.
Tripathi started off with
a couple of fours off
Arshdeep before taking
on Rishi Dhawan in the
second over, hitting asix
and two fours off
successive deliveries.
He didn't stay beyond

their 4-match T20I series
against Pakistan, set to
begin on May 22.

After KKR'sfinal group-
game of the season
against RR got washed
off on May 19, the play-
offsscenario setsup with
KKR taking on the
Sunrisers in Qualifier 1
and Salt's absence is
aready speculated as a
key element ahead of the
clash. Speaking to

thefifth over, getting out
to Harshal Patel soon
after depositing asix off
the same bowler. But a
contribution of 33 in a
72-run stand with
Abhishek Sharma
ensured SRH didn't have
to worry too much about
Head's no-show.

"Losing Travisfirst ball
- he's been phenomenal
for us throughout the
IPL - it provides the
opportunity for someone
elseto comein and take
the game on and | think
Rahul Tripathi did that
brilliantly. He hasn't
played agamefor awee
while. So to come out
and really assert himself
inthe manner that hedid
and create  that
partnership with
Abhishek was brilliant
and got us ahead of the
run-rate in terms of
chasing down a pretty
big score," said James
Franklin, SRH's fast
bowling coach, before

ESPNCricinfo, Sehwag
explained how he wants
KKR to continue with
their strong performance
despite Salt having left
the side."It's not like one
player'sabsencewill drop
the value of your team.
It's just that the other
player needs to perform
well. What will actually
matter isthat one of your
in-form players will be
absent. How Phil Salt has
performed, the runs he
has scored, the strikerate
he batted with, these will
be missed by KKR,"
Sehwag said.

"However, it can also
happen that someone can
step up and perform better
than Saltinthat match. All
he has to do is play one
match right? So I'd rather
look at it positively.

adding that despite this

performance from
Tripathi, the team
combination in the
playoffs will depend on
the dynamics of the
game.

"We just changed the
dynamics for today's
game," said Franklin
about the inclusion of

Tripathi in place of a
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successful chase in
Hyderabad 10 years
back.

Abhishek Sharmahad a
superb season at the
Syed Mushtag Ali
Trophy, and his Punjab
team-mate
Prabhsimran's numbers
did pale a bit in
comparison. He scored
255 runs in 10 innings,
with two half-centuries,
whilehisopening partner
Abhishek went on to
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| mpactful Prabhs mran endsseason on high

amass485runs, including
two hundreds and three
fifties. The contrasting
form of both batters
carried into the IPL as
well, with Abhishek
having a breakthrough
season while
Prabhsimran had an
average one.

But, like Jitesh, the
Punjab state team
captain Mandeep Singh
comes to the defence of
Prabhsimran, stressing

that the lack of
consistency isn't a big
factor as long as he is
making animpact. "l feel
that a player like
Prabhsimran who plays
at a strike rate of 150 or
above, playerslikethese
usually have an issue
with  consistency,"
Mandeep says in a chat
with Cricbuzz.

"You can aso say people
now just don't see who
plays a long innings but
also who has played an
impactful knock. It may
happen sometimes that
you play ashort inningsbut
an effective innings.
Usually with playerswho
play so aggressively, this
(consgtency) isdwaysan
issue. The range of shots
that they possess, there
might sometimes be
problemswith their shot-
selection or the tone of
theirinnings.”

The 2023-24 season may
not have gone hisway, but
Prabhsimran does have
the numbers in domestic
cricket to provethat heis

a player worth investing
in. Hehasagood average
infirst-classcricket, with
five hundreds, while he
also has two centuries to
hisnameinListA cricket,
along with two 100-plus
scores and 13 fifties in
T20s. All these before he
has even turned 24.

"He'sgtill very young. And
if you still see his first-
classrecord, he averages
closeto 50, hehasagood
average in T20 and List
A cricket aswdll. | think
he's on a good path and
obvioudy he'sgoingto get
better. Thereisabit of an
issuewith consistency but
at thesametimehisgame
is such that...he's a very
aggressive player. In
between helll play suchan
inningsthat it'll leaveyou
awestruck. If he plays a
long inningsthen you can
expect the game to be
one-sided. If he stays at
thecrease, | don't think the
opponents will stand a
chance. He's on a great
pathand I'm surehell only
get better," Mandeep says.

Brandon Kingtolead depleted W1
squad against South Afrlca

NewDelhi:Brandon
King hasbeen namedthe
interim captain of West
Indiesfor their upcoming
three-match T20I series
at home against South
Africa. King's
appointment comes on
the back of Rovman
Powell'sunavailability for
the series. Powell,
aongside several other
players are ill in India,
plying their trade in the
Indian Premier League.

Powell and Shimron
Hetmyer are a part of
Rgjasthan Roya swhereas
Andre Rusell and
Sherfane Rutherford are
present in the Kolkata
Knight Riderssquad. With
Royal Challengers
Bangaloreadso qudifying
for the playoffs, Alzarri
Josephwill beunavailable

bowling option. "We've
been picking our squads
very much on a game-
by-game basis. We got
the extra batter today as
opposed to the extra
bowler, and it workedin
terms of using Rahul in
the way that he did. He
played fabulously. But
as we move forward
into the playoffs, again,

aswell.

Apart from these five
players, Cricket West
Indieshavedsorested Shal
Hopeand NicholasPooran
even though they won't be
featuring in the playoffs.
Shamar Joseph, who
played just one game for
L ucknow Super Giants, has
been included inthe squad
and he will bein line to
makehisT20l debut having
dready beenpickedfor the

play from the Sunrisersf

the selection debate will
happen and we'll work
out what our best squad
is for whoever we play
and whatever game we
play."

And for Abhishek, the
bulk of whose runshave
comein partnership with
Head (275 out of 401
runs before the game
against PBKYS), it was a

- d

World Cup CWI havedso
confirmed that Joseph and
Rutherford will be later
added to the squad in case
RCB and KKR do not
reach thefind.

"We have not played
together asateam sincethe
Audrdiasaries butwejust
completed a very high-
intensity training camp in
Antigua," WhiteBall Head
CoachDaren Sammy said.
"Now we have the chance

to integrate some of our
players returning from the
IPL and build some
momentum as a group
goingintotheWorld Cup."
Roston Chase has been
named asKing'sdeputy for
thisseries. Chaseled West
Indies A in the absence of
KinginNepd recently. The
three games will be held
at Sabina Park in
Jamaica on May 23, 25
and 26.

Squad: Brandon King
(C), Roston Chase, Alick
Athanaze, Johnson
Charles, Andre Fletcher,
Mathew Forde, Jason
Holder, Akeal Hosein,
Shamar Joseph, Kyle
Mayers, Obed McCoy,
Gudakesh Motie,
Romario Shepherd,
Hayden Walsh

reight train

new experience. One
where he had to lead the
charge along with
playing his usual game,
and build apartnershipin
the middle overs to
ensure SRH did not lose
their way. Abhishek had
facedonly 1 ball for 1 run
when Tripathi had raced
away to 23 off 10. But
he made good ground
soon enough. Two fours
and asix off Arshdeep, a
six each off Dhawan and
Harshal, and a four off
Harshal got himto 32 off
12 when Tripathi was
dismissed.

He joined forces with
Nitish Reddy next,
putting on 57 off 31 to
keep the team on the
right track in the run
chase. Abhishek's
contribution was 34 off
16 balls in this
partnership, which
powered SRH close to
130 at the halfway stage
of theinnings.
"He'sbeen outstanding,”

said Franklin on
Abhishek's batting this
season. "l think there'sa
bizarre stat that afew of
us saw the other day,
that hissix-hittingin his
previous few
tournaments were very
muchinthesingledigits
and now he'svery much
inthe high 30s (41, most
sixes currently in IPL
2024). So he's totally
transformed his game
andreally taken this|PL
on, it's been brilliant to
watch - both him and
TravisHead at thetop of
the order.

"He's got the eyes of the
cricket world keenly
following what those
guysdo when they walk
out to bat, it's been
hugely exciting to watch
and we got hopefully a
couple of more gamesto
go to watch the two of
them bat, and
particularly Abhishek,
he'sbeen brilliant,” added
Franklin.
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