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‘Poltical tourists' to havenoimpact on Odisha people

Patnaik on vist

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik Friday
denounced the campaign
speeches by his
counterparts from other
statesand union ministers
terming them as
“derogatory and
abusive”, and claimed
that those “political
tourists’ have no impact
on people of his state.

In the last few days, a
number of BJP CMsand
union ministers
campaigned in the state,
and altogether 14 rallies
were addressed by them
Friday at various places
across the state.

“Some chief ministersand
union ministers come as
political touristsonly a the
timeof electionsand then
they disappear,” Patnaik

told PTI Videos.

Theruling Biju JanataDal
(BJD) chief claimed that
the speeches of those
political leaders and
ministershave no effect on
the people of Odisha at
all.“And it's most
unfortunate that many of

of BJP CMs, ministers

-

them usederogatory and
abusive language. |
never believe in doing
that and the people in

our state don't
appreciate such
language,” Patnaik
asserted.

During the last few

QOdisha to turn saffron, BJP to win over 75
Assembly, 151 Sseats. Amit Shah

Rourkela(KCN):
Union Home Minister

Amit Shah Friday
claimed that Odisha
would turn saffron after
the elections, since the
BJP would win over 75
Assembly and 15 Lok
Sabha seats.

He asserted that Prime
Minister Narendra M odi

BJPthinks

Chandigarh  (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN ),
May 17: Launching an
attack on the BJP, Delhi
Chief Minister and AAP
supremo, Kejriwal said
that the BJP thought that
by arresting me, they will
finish the Aam Aadmi
Party. But my arrest is
not going to make any
difference to the party
because the Aam Aadmi
Party is a family and
when trouble comes in
the family, everyone
comestogether. You also
did the same, you all
came together. This sent
a message to them that
arresting one Kejriwal
will not work. Every
worker of the Aam
Aadmi Party isKejriwal.
Here every worker will
stand up and take charge
andwill not et Punjab and
the country down in any
Situation.

On Friday, AAPNational
Convenor and Delhi

has already won 270 Lok
Sabha seats in the first
four phases of elections
and is now moving
towards 400.

Lok Sabhaand Assembly
elections are held
simultaneously in Odisha.
“With more than 15 MPs
and 75 MLAs, Odishais
about to be coloured

by arresting methey wi

Chief Minister Arvind
Keriwal and Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
held a meeting with party
leaders and workers in
Amritsar. In the meeting,
Kejriwal and Bhagwant
Mann praised the party
workers for their hard
work and discussed the
election strategies.
Addressing the workers,
Arvind Kegjriwal said that
| had no special agendato
come to Punjab thistime.
| have comeherethistime
to meet the people of
Punjab and my workers. |
used to miss you all alot
in jail. Whenever | met
Bhagwant Mann in jail, |
used to ask about you.
Kejriwal said that the jall
authoritiesdedliberately did
not allow me and
Bhagwant Mann to meet
in the room, whereas
according to the jail
manual, they could have
allowed ameeting of usin
a single room as Chief

saffron. Thiselectionis
the election to make
Narendra Modi the PM
for thethird time,” Shah
said while addressing a
rally at Rourkela.

The state has 21 Lok
Sabha and 147
Assembly seats.
Referring to themissing
keys of the Puri
Jagannath  Temple
‘Ratna Bhandar’
(treasure chest), the
BJP leader alleged that
Odisha Chief Minister
and BJD president
Naveen Patnaik is
misleading people and
playing withtheir faith.
Themissing keysof the
Ratna Bhandar have
been a major political
issue in Odisha for the
past few years.

Shah saidthiselectionis
to restore Odisha’s
pride, language, culture
and tradition.

Healso claimed that the
Odisha government is
run by officers.

Ministers. All this is
written in the jail
manual, this is the
provision. From here,
the Punjab Police and
Chief Minister's Office
used to write that the
CM of Punjabiscoming
to meet the CM of
Delhi, but they did not
arrange a meeting with
me in the room. | used
to stand on one side of
the jail's bars and
Bhagwant Mann on the
other sideandtalk. They
thought that by doing
this they are insulting
Keriwa, but Kgriwa is
not insulted by these
small things. Aslong as
Bharat Mata's head is
high, Kegjriwal'shead is
high.

He said that there were
two CCTV cameras
installed outside my
barrack in the jail to
monitor me. 13 jail
officers kept an eye on
me 24 hours a day, the

days, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, Chhattisgarh CM
Vishnu Deo  Sai,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma,
former Tripura CM
Biplab Kumar Deb and at
|east eight union ministers
dongwithseverd senior BJP
leadershave campaignedin
Odisha, where Assembly
and Lok Sabha polls are
taking placetogether.

Four rallies are being
addressed by Sarma, three
eachby Sal and Sharma, two
by Union Minigter Ashwini
Vaishnaw and one each by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and his cabinet
colleague Bhupender Yadav
Friday.
BIPMPHemaMdiniisdso
speaking at three rallies
duringtheday.
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HeatwaveWarning, Rain & Thunder shower

Alert For Odisha Districts

Bhubaneswar (K CN):
The regional center of
thelndiaMeteorological
Department (IMD) in
Bhubaneswar has
issued heatwave
warningsamid ayellow

alert for rain and
thundershowers in
several districts of

Odisha during the next
seven days. While light
to moderate rain/
thundershowersarevery
likely to occur at one or
two places in south
Odisha and dry weather
is very likely to prevail
over the rest districts of
Odisha.

Weather forecast and
warning for Odisha
districts during the next
seven days.

Light to moderate rain/
thundershowersarevery
likely to occur at one or

two placesin south Odisha,
Sundargarh, Jharsuguda,
and Bargarh, and dry
weather is very likely to
prevail over the rest
districtsof Odisha.
YELLOW WARNING
(BE UPDATED):
Thunderstorms  with
lightning arevery likely to
occur at one or two places
in Nuapada, Bolangir,
Kalahandi, and
Nabarangpur.

Light to moderate rain/
thundershowers are very
likely to occur at one or
two placesin south Odisha

and dry weather is very
likely to prevail over the
rest districts of Odisha
YELLOW WARNING
(BE UPDATED):
Thunderstorms with
lightning arevery likely
to occur at one or two
places in Nayagarh,
Kandhamal, Rayagada,
Kalahandi, Koraput,
Ganjam, and Ggjapati.

Hot and humid wesather
conditionsarevery likely
to prevail in Nuapada,
Bolangir, Kalahandi,
Nabarangpur, Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jajpur,

Slapped 7-8 times, punched me in chest, stomach:
Swati Maliwal in FIR against Kejriwal’saide

New Delhi(KCN): Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)
Rajya Sabha member
Swati Maliwal Friday
formally lodged an FIR
with Delhi Policealleging
harassment and torture
she faced by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's
personal secretary (PS)
Bibhav Kumar.

The FIR lodged by Swati
Maliwal, acopy of which
is with IANS, reveals
details about the aleged
atrocity and brutality
inflicted on her May 13 at
the Delhi CM’sresidence.
“When | called 112
(emergency number) after
the assault, Bhibhav said
do what you have to do.
You can't spoil anything
for us. We'll bury and
dump in such aplace that
no one will even know,”
read the AAP MP Swati
Maliwal’sstatement inthe
FIR, after the assault on
her Kumar.

According to the FIR,
accessed by IANS, May

13, at around 9 am,
Maliwal had visited the
residence of Arvind
Kegriwal at 6, Flagstaff
Road, Civil Lines, Delhi.
“I then entered the
residential area through
the main door, as | have
always done in the past
year since Bibhav
Kumar was not present
at the gate. | entered the
residence area and
informed the staff
present there to convey
my message to the CM
to meet me. | was
informed that he was
present in the house and
| was directed to the
drawing room. |
proceeded to the
drawing room, sat onthe
sofa, and waited for him
to meet me,” shesaidin

the FIR.

She said that a staff
member informed methat
the CM would meet me
shortly, and suddenly, the
PS of the CM, Bibhav
Kumar, barged into the
room.

“He started screaming
without any provocation
and even resorted to verbal
abuse. | was stunned by
this sudden outburst and
reacted by telling him to
stop talking to mein such
a manner and to call the
CM. He said, “How dare
you not obey us? How can
you not obey us? Your
status is so low that you
won't refuse us. You're a
lowly woman, we'll teach
you alesson,” sheclaimed
inthe FIR.

Maliwal said that while

uttering these words,
Kumar came and stood
right in front of me.
Without any provocation
on my part, he started
hitting merepeatedly.

“He dapped me at |east
7-8 times while |
continued to scream for
help. | felt absolutely
shocked and kept
screaming for
assistance. In an
attempt to protect
myself, | pushed him
away with my legs. At
that moment, he
aggressively attacked
me, pulled my shirt up
deliberately, causing
the buttons to come
undone, and my shirt
flew up. | fell down
and hit my head on the
centre table. I
continued to scream
for help as he did not
stop and proceeded to
kick me in my chest,
stomach, and pelvic
areawith hislegs,” she
claimed in the FIR.
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Kendrapara, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur,  Puri,
Khurda, Nayagarh,
Ganjam, and Gajapati.

Day 3(Vdidfrom0830hrs
IST of 19.05.2024to 0830
hrsIST of 20.05.2024)
Light to moderate rain/
thundershowers are very
likely tooccur e oneor two
places in Koraput,
Malkangiri, Rayagada,
Ganjam, and Ggjapati, and
dry weather is very likely
to prevail over the rest
digtrictsof Odisha
YELLOW WARNING
(BEUPDATED): Hotand
humid wegther conditions
arevery likely toprevail at
one or two places in
Balasore, Bhadrak, Jgjpur,
Kendrapara, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur,  Puri,
Khurda, Nayagarh,
Ganjam, and Gajapati.

SIT toprobe death of BJP
Worker during clasn in
Odisha's Ganjam
Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The OdishaPolice Friday
constituted a special
investigation team (SIT)
to probeinto thekilling of
a BJP worker in a clash
between supporters of
the ruling BJD and the
saffron party in Ganjam

digtrict.

TheSIT, headed by ADG
RK Sharma, will submit
the chargesheet within 30
days, officialssaid.
Nine people have been
arrested in connection
with the death of the BJP
worker, police said.

The deceased, Dilip
Kumar Pahana (28), was
killed and seven BJP
supporters were injured
in the clash at Sri
Krushna Saranapur
village in the district
Wednesday.
Accordingto preliminary
investigation, the clash
occurred over putting up
posters of a candidate
and both sidesused sharp
weapons in the fight,
police had said.

[ finish Aam Aadmi Party, but every worker hereisKerriwal

footage‘of cameras was
also shared with the
PMO. These people kept
an eye on my every
activity, but they did not
find anything. | have
nothing to hide. Even in
jail, I used to do my work
and read books.

He said that the BJP
peopletried everything to
break meinthejail. | have
been suffering from
diabetesfor 20 years. For
the last ten years, | have
been taking 52 units of
insulin every day, knowing
this, they stopped my
insulin in the jail. Due to
which my sugar level

increased a lot. If a
person's sugar level
remains high for along
time, then his liver and
kidney can also get
damaged. But the
Supreme Court showed
mercy on me and
granted me bail for 21
days. Now, in these 21
days, | will work every
moment to eliminatethis
dictatorial government
from our country.

Kejriwal appealed to
AAP workersthat there
are still 10-12 days left
for the election
campaign. Work so hard
in these 10-12 days that

the party winsall 13 seats
in Punjab. On June 4, the
day of election results, |
will be in jail but | will
watch the election results

on TV. | am fully
confident that you will not
disappoint me.

Addressing the workers,
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann said that | thank all
of you for your support in
thishour of crisis. | salute
you for the kind of unity
and mutual brotherhood
you have shown. Mann
said that the next 12-13
days are very important.
In these 12-13 days, we
have to work hard and
contribute to saving the
constitution and
democracy of the country.
He told the workers to
devote these 12-13 days
to Punjab. He said that
when the history of the
country will bewritten, it
will also be written that
when thefight to savethe
country was going on,

Punjab and the Aam
Aadmi Party made the
biggest contribution.

He said that when |
used to go to meet
Arvind Kegjriwal injail,
he used to ask me about
Punjab and Delhi before
anything else. Mann
said that by the grace of
God, the Supreme Court
has granted bail to
Arvind Kgjriwal for 21
days. These21 dayswill
prove to be very
dangerous for dictators
because Arvind
Keriwal isatirelessand
brave leader. The BJP
cannot intimidate him by
putting himinjail. God
gives thinking like
Arvind Kejriwal tovery
few people. Wearevery
lucky that Arvind
Kejriwal is the head of
our party. Arvind
Kejriwal isnot afraid of
any crisis. Whenever
any crisis came upon
him, he came out

stronger.

Mann praised AAP
workersand said that due
to your hard work, the
Aam Aadmi Party is
number 1 in the election
campaign across the
country. He said that
according to a report,
BJP islosing in all four
phases. Hesaid that it has
become absolutely clear
that the BJP government
isnot being formed at the
centre. This time the
INDIA Alliance
government will be
formed and the biggest
contribution in it will be
theAamAadmi Party. He
said that we are asking
for votes based on the
work done in two years
in Punjab and eight years
in Delhi. At the same
time, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP
talk about Mangalsutra
and Muslims even after
10 years.
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Ocisna CI Naveen Painalk faces migration ssues both In Hinjil

Hinjili
Kantabanji(K CN).
Located at a distance of
about 350 km from each
other, Hinjili and
Kantabanji Assembly
constituencies of Odisha
share two commonalities
— both hold migration as
the key issue and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
as the BJD candidate.
Though local voters talk
about infrastructure
development, lack of job
opportunities plague the
two rural constituencies
for several years.
Thoughthereisno official
data on the number of
migration from thesetwo
places, unofficial
estimates say more than
a lakh people have left

their homesin Hinjili and
Kantabanji in search of
jobs in Gujarat, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu and other
states.

While Kantabanji is in
the western region of
Odisha, Hinjili isin the
southern part of the state.
However, theruling BJD
claimed that the rate of
migration hasdrastically
come down in Odisha.
These migrant workers
are now in high demand
as political parties bring
them back to their homes
to cast votes in the
Odishaelections.

“We had to return from
Surat in Gujarat to cast
votes in Hinjili as our
family liveshere. Unless

we cast our votes, the
local sarpanch may deny
usfreericeor other such
benefits being availed
from the government,”
said Santosh Gouda (35),
amigrant worker.
Similar is the story of
other migrant workers.
Each migrant worker is
paid train fare and mea
allowance of Rs 500 to
return to the village and
cast votes, Gouda said,
adding that all parties
including BJD, BJP and
Congress adopt this
approach to raise their
voteshareinthedections.
Patnaik has been elected
from Hinjili Assembly
segment since 2000.

“It is our pride that our
MLA isthe OdishaChief

Minister. During the 24
years, he has improved
certain infrastructure but
has not solved the basic
problem of migration. Had
there been sufficient work
here, why should our
husband, brother and son
go to another state in
search of jobs,” said
Bilasini Behera, of
Sheragada area under
Hinjili assembly segment.

Odisha CM Naveen ComesDown Heavily On Opposition
AsHeCampaignsVigoroudly In Sambalpur

Sambalpur(KCN):
Chief Minister and Biju
Janata Dal President
Naveen Patnaik on
Friday campaigned
vigoroudly to boost party’s
poll  prospects in
Sambalpur for the
ensuing elections.

The BJD supremo
addressed a huge public
meeting at Ainthapali in
Sambalpur to seek votes
for party candidates.

BJP expels Odisha leader

The Chief Minister
appealed to the peopleto
votefor the development
and BJD candidates.

Speaking at thecampaign
meeting, Naveen
reiterated about his
government’s welfare
programs for the people
of the state. He also
informed the gathering
that the people will get
freeelectricity from July.
He assured the people
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that the government will
bring a package for the
bidi workers.

Highlighting the
government’s welfare
programmes such as the
BSKY, Mission Shakti,
5T school
transformation, LAccMI
Bus service, Madhu
Babu Pension Yojanaand
Mamata scheme,
Naveen sought feedback
from the people, who

responded very positively.
Coming down heavily on
the opposition, the BJD
president said that the
opposition parties are
shedding crocodile tears
for the development of
Odisha

Thousands of people
from different parts of
Sambal pur district
gathered at the meeting
venue to greet their
favorite leader.

Bijoy

Mohapatrafor ‘anti- party activities

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
BJP Friday expelled
senior leader Bijoy
Mohapatra and two
others from the party on
the charge of “anti-party
activities’.

The action against
Mohapatracameafter his
sonArvind was madethe
ruling Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) candidate fromthe
Patkura Assembly

segment.Mohapatra, a
former state executive
member of the party, is

accused of canvassing
for hisson.
In a statement, the party

said thetwo other leaders
who were expelled are
state executive member
Sarada Pradhan and vice-
president of state BJP SC
Morcha Rakesh Mallick.
Pradhan and Mallick are
considered close to
Mahapatra.The action
was taken according to
the direction of BJP state
president Manmohan
Samal, the statement said.

Forest Dept Captures Leopard Which
Strayed Into Residential Arealn Baripada

Baripada(KCN): A
leopard that had strayed
into the Budhikhamari
area in Baripada was

tranquilised by forest
officersafter four hours
of launching the rescue
operation.

As per reports, the
leopard was first seen

wandering in the
Bhanjapur area this

morning. As the stray
dogs barked at that, the
leopard entered the
Budhikhamari Primary
School.
Thelocalstheninformed
the Forest Service
personnel about this. On
intimation, the officials
rushed to the spot and
launched a rescue
operation to catch the
leopard. Finally, they
could tranquillizeit. Itis
suspected that the
leopard might have come
from the Similipal
Wildlife Sanctuary and
entered the city to
search for food.

During Patnaik’s tenure
Hinjili, a small rural
pocket, has became a
municipality. Now it has
sub-divisional hospital,
rural industrial park, skill
development centre, fire
stations, Harabhangi
irrigation project, drinking
water supply for every
household but migration
isstill aproblem.

However, despite
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infrastructure
development, Hinjili has
itsproblems. Large-scale
migration and lack of cold
storage for farmers are
some of the problemsin
the segment. Hinjili is
basically an agrarian
economy where its
residents mostly
undertake vegetable
cultivation. But, they
are forced to undertake
distress sale of their
produce due to lack of
cold storages, claimed
Sisir Mishra, the BJP
candidate who is
contesting against
Patnaik.

Mishrasaysif adequate
cold storage facilities
are available, to a great

iﬂJn ]HH 1:

extent migration could
be avoided. This apart,
Odisha’s chief minister
has not been able to set
up even apin factory so
that the migration could
be arrested.

“Though Patnaik has
been representating
Hinjili seat in Assembly
for about two and half a
decade, the area does
not look like a VVIP
constituency. The
officers manage the
show here on behalf of
the chief minister which
is again a curse for the
local people,” the BJP
candidate said.

Patnaik is seeking re-
election for the sixth
time in a row from

2024-2025
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Kantaban|| seats

Hinjili.

Congress has pitted
Rajani Kanta Padhi
against the BJD
supremo. Though there
are 10 candidatesin the
fray from this
constituency, the main
contest is likely to be
witnessed between the
BJD and BJP in Hinjili
which comes under
Aska Lok Sabha
constituency.

The over 2.31 lakh
voters of Hinjili are

dependent on
agriculture and
business. “We are

concentrating only on
increasing the victory
margin,” said Nibedita
Pradhan, BJD’s Zilla
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Awar dsunder theArbitration & Conciliation Act, 1996

Mr.RadhaShyam Jena

On 16.01.2008whilelistening
amatter bearing Civil Apped
No.7019 of 2005, atwo-judge
bench was pleased to pass
thefollowing Order:

“In the midst of hearing of
these appeals, the learned
counsel for the appellant has
referred to the three-Judge
Bench decision of thisCourt
in Bhatia International v.
Bulk Trading SA. Thesaid
decision was followed in a
recent decision of two-
Judge Bench in Venture
Global Engg. v. Satyam
Computer ServicesLtd. My
learned Brother Hon' ble Mr.
Justice MarkandeyKatju
has reservation on the
correctness of the said
decisions in view of the
interpretation of clause (2) of
Section 2 of the Arbitration
and Conciliation Act, 1996.
My view isotherwise.
Place these appeals before
theHon' ble Chief Justicefor
listing them beforeany other
Bench.”

Pursuant to the aforesaid
Order, the appeal stated
herein abovewas placed for
hearing beforeathree-judge
bench which by its order
dated 01.11.2011 was
pleased to direct the matters
to be placed before the
Constitution Bench.

Under the Arbitration and
ConciliationAct, 1996 there
are three kinds of awards,
namely;

0] DomesticAward,;
(i) International
Award; and

(i) ForeignAward
The relevant sections
dealing with the said awards
are Sections2(1)(f) and 2(7).
Domestic Award can either
beanaward madeinIndiain
a domestic arbitration as
award madeininternationa
arbitration whose juridical
seat isin India. Both types
of awards are liable to be
challenged under Section 34
and enforceable under
Section 36.

Foreign Award is an award
in any arbitration whose
juridical seat is in outside
India and would be
enforceablein India

The provisions under Part-I
of the Act are applicable to
domestic award and
International Award.
Simultaneously the
provisionsunder Part-11 can
be applicable to Foreign
Awardsi.e. awardsmadein
arbitrations whose juridical
or thelegal seet of arhitration
isoutside India. The courts
situated in India have no
jurisdiction to consider the
validity of annul Foreign
Awards. Foreign Awards
sought to be enforced in
India cannot be challenged
on meritsin Indian Courts.
Indian Courts can only
refuse to enforce a Foreign
Award on the grounds
specifiedin Section48. [Para
120 to 136 of the judgment
of Hon'ble Supreme Court
titled Bharat Aluminium
Company Versus Kaiser
Aluminium  Technical
Services Inc. and etc. etc.
(CB) reported in (2012) 9
SCCH52].

Section 48(1)(e) deals with
the  conditions  for
enforcement of Foreign
Awards. Section 2(7) clearly
indicates that an arbitral
award made under this part
shall be considered as a
domestic award. The
provision under Section2(7)
does not indicate that Part-|
is applicable to arbitrations
held outside India. The said
section does not alter the
proposition that Part-I
applies only where the seat
or the place of arbitration
that takesplacein India. On

the said issue, the
Constitutional  Bench
Judgment as stated
hereinabove deals with
substantially at
paragraphs88 and 89 and
paragraphs92, 93and 94. In
this regard the above
mentioned judgment has
clearly dealt with the issue
of the place of arbitration
taking into account the
provision under Section 20
of the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996 at
paragraphs 94, 95, 97 and 98.
The relevant parts of the
said paragraphs 94, 95, 97
and 98 are reproduced as
under:

“94. It appears to us that
provision in Section 2(7)
was also necessary to
forecloseararebut possible
scenario (as canvassed by
Mr. Gopal Subramanium)
where two foreigners who
arbitrate in India, but under
a foreign Arbitration Act,
could claimthat theresulting
award would be a “non-
domestic” award. In such a
case, aclaim could be made
toenforcetheawardinIndia,
even though the seat of
arbitration is aso in India
This curious result has
occurred in some cases in
other jurisdictionse.g. USA.
In Bergesen v. Joseph
Muller Corpn., the Court
held that an award made in
the State of New York
between two foreign parties
isto beconsidered asanon-
domestic award within the
meaning of the New York
Convention and its
implementing legislation.
Section 2(7), inour opinion,
is enacted to reinforce the
territorial criterion by
providing that, when two
foreignersarbitratein India,
under a foreign Arbitration
Act, the provisions of Part |
will apply. Thelndian courts
being the supervisory
courts, will exercise control
and regulate the arbitration
proceedings, which will
produce a “domestically
rendered international
commercid award”. Itwould
bea“foreign award” for the
purposes of enforcement in
a country other than India
We, therefore, have no
hesitation in rejecting the
submissions made by the
learned Senior Counsel for
the appellants, being devoid
of merit.

95. Thelearned counsel for
the appellants have
submitted that Section
2(1)(e), Section 20 and
Section 28 read with Section
45and Section 48(1)(€) make
it clear that Part | is not
limited only to arbitrations
which take place in India.
These provisions indicate
that theArbitrationAt, 1996
issubject-matter centric and
not exclusively seat-centric.
Therefore, “seat” is not the
“centre of gravity” sofar as
the Arbitration Act, 1996 is
concerned. We are of the
considered opinon that the
foresaid provisions have to
be interpreted by keeping
the principleof territoriality
at the forefront. We have
earlier observed that Section
2(2) does not make Part |
applicable to arbitrations
seated or held outside India.
In view of the
expressionused in Section
2(2), the maxim
eqresnfaiteesadantumwold
not permit by interpretation
toholdthat Part | would also
apply to arbitrations held
outsdetheterritory of India
The expression “this Part
shall apply where the place
of arbitration is in India”
necessarily excludes
application of Part | to
arbitration seated or held
outside India. It appears to
us that neither of the
provisions relied upon by
the learned counsel for the
appellants would make any
section of Part | applicable
to arbitration seated outside

India. It will beapposite now
to consider each of the
aforesaid provisionsinturn.
97. Thedefinition of Section
2(1)(e) includes “subject-
matter of thearbitraton” to
givejuridictiontothecourts
where the arbitration takes
place, which otherwise
would not exist. On the
other hand, Section47 which
isinPart 1l of theArbitration
Act, 1996 dealing with
enforcement of certain
foreign awards has defined
the term “court” as a court
having jurisdictionover the
subject-matter of theaward.
Thishasaclear referenceto
a court within whose
jurisdiction the asset/
person is located, against
which/whom the
enforcement of the
internationd arbitral awardis
sought. The provisions
contained in Section 2(1)(e)
being purely jurisdictional in
nature can have no
relevance to the question
whether Part | applies to
arbitrationswhich takeplace
outside India

98. We now come
to Section 20, which is as
under:
“20. Placeof arbitration.-(1)
Thepartiesarefreeto agree
on the place of arbitration.
(2) Failing any agreement
referred toin sub-section (1),
theplace of arbitration shall
be determined by the
Arbitral Tribunal having
regard to the circumstances
of the case, including the
convenience of the parties.
(3) Notwithstanding sub-
section (1) or sub-section
(2), theArbitra Tribunal may,
unless otherwise agreed by
the parties, meet at any place
it considers appropriate for
consultation among its
members, for hearing
witnesses, experts or the
parties, or for inspection of
documents, goods or other
property.”
A plain reading of Section
20 leavesnoroom for doubt
that where the place of
arbitration is in India, the
parties are free to agree to
any “place’ or “seat” within
India, be it Delhi, Mumbai,
etc. In the absence of the
parties agreement thereto,
Section 20(2) authorizesthe
tribunal to determine the
place/seat of  such
arbitration. Section 20(3)
enablesthe tribunal to meet
at any place for conducting
hearings at a place of
conveniencein matterssuch
as consultations among its
members for hearing
witnesses, experts or the
parties.”
Sections 44, 45 and 48 of
Part-1l deal with the
enforcement of Foreign
Awards. Theenforcement of
Foreign Awards may be
refused. Para136to 143and
153 of the above mentioned
judgment deal with the
provisions under Section
48(1)(e) of theArhitration &
ConciliationAct, 1996.
The relevant parts of the
above mentioned
paragraphs 136 to 143 and
153 of Part Il categorically
deal withthe ForeignAward
which are reproduced as
under:
“136. As noticed above,
Section 48 corresponds to
Article V(2)(e) of the New
York Convention. A reading
of Article V(1)(e) [Section
48(1)(e)] makesit clear that
only the courts in the
country “inwhichtheaward
was made” and the courts
“under the law of which the
award was  made”
(hereinafter referredto asthe
“first aternative” and the
“second alternative’
respectively) would be
competent to suspend /
annul the New York
Convention awards. It is
clarifiedthat Section48(1)(e)
isonly one of the defences
on the basis of which
recognition and

enforcement of the award
may be refused. It has no
relevance to the
determination of theissueas
to whether the national law
of a country confers upon
itscourts, thejurisdiction to
annul the awards made
outside the country.
Therefore, the word
“suspended/set aside” in
Section 48(1)(e) cannot be
interpreted to mean that, by
necessary implication, the
foreign awards sought to be
enforcedin Indiacanasobe
challenged on merits in
Indian courts. Theprovision
only means that Indian
courtswould recognizeasa
valid defence in the
enforcement proceedings
relating to aforeign award,
if the court is satisfied that
theaward hasbeen set aside
in one of the two countries
i.e. the“first dternative” or
the “second alternative”.
137. Mr. Sundaram had
submitted that the two
countries identified in
“alternative one” and
“alternative two”, would
have concurrent jurisdiction
to annul the award. In our
opinion, interpreting the
provision in the manner
suggested by Mr. Sundaram
would lead to very serious
practical problems.

138. Inthiscontext, it would
be relevant to take note of
some of the observations
made by Hans Smit,
Professor of Law, Columbia
Univergty inthearticletitled
“Annulment and
Enforcement of International
Arbitral Awards’. The
author points out the
reasons for incorporating
the second forum for
annulment. He states that-
“While, therefore, there
appears to be no
justification, basedin reason
and principle, for providing
for an exception to the
generd rule of recognition
and enforcement for the
forum at the place of
arbitration, the drafters of
the Convention
compounded their error by
providing for twoforafor an
annulment action. For
Article V(1)(e) envisages
that an annulment action may
be brought ‘in the country
inwhich ... the award was
made’ or ‘in the country ...
under the law of which the
award was made’. The
disjunctive used in the
Convention’s text naturally
raises the question of
whether the second forumis
available only if thefirst is
not or whether the party
seeking annulment has the
option of selecting either or
even to try itsluck in both.
Thelegidativehistory of the
Convention sheds
illuminating light on the
issue.

The text of Article V(1)(e)
originally proposed
acknowledge only the
bringing of an annulment
action inthe placein which
theaward was made. One of
the delegates at the
Conference devoted to the
drafting of the Convention
raised the question of what
would happen if the forum
at the place of arbitration
would refuseto entertain an
annulment action. The
obvioudly correct answer to
that question would have
been that, in that case, no
annulment action could be
brought and that the happy
consequence would be that
only denia of recognition
and enforcement on
grounds specified in the
Convention would be
possible. Instead, the
drafters of the Convention
provided for an aternative
forum in the country the
arbitration laws of which
governed the arbitration.
That choice was both most
fateful and most
regrettable.”

139. These observations

militate against the
concurrent jurisdiction
submission of  Mr.
Sundaram. The
observations made by the
learned author, as noticed
above, makeit clear that the
“second aternative” is an
exceptiontothegenera rule.
It was only introduced to
make it possible for the
award to be challenged in
the court of the “second
aternative’, if the court of
the“first alternative” had no
power to annul the award,
under its  national
legidation. In our opinion,
the digunction would also
tend to show that the
“second aternative” would
be available only if the first
is not. Accepting the
submission made by Mr.
Sundaram, would lead to
unnecessary confusion.
There can be only one court
withjurisdictionto set aside
theaward. Thereisapublic
policy consideration
apparent, favouring the
interpretation that, only one
court  would have
jurisdiction to set aside the
arbitral award. This public
policy  aspect was
considered by the Court of
Appea in para 16 of the
judgment has already been
reproduced earlier in this
judgment. (Seepara 112,
above)

140. It was pointed out by
the Court of Appeal that
accepting more than one
jurisdiction for judicial
remedies in respect of an
award would bearecipefor
litigation and confusion.
“Similarly, in the case of a
single complaint about an
award, it could not be
supposed that theaggrieved
party could complaininone
jurisdiction and the satisfied
party be entitled to ask the
other jurisdiction to declare
its satisfaction with the
award”.

141. The creation of such a
situation is apparent from
the judgment of this Court
in Venture Global Engg. In
the aforesaid judgment, the
award was made by the
London Court of
Internationa Arbitration on
3-4-2006. Respondent 1, on
14-4-2006, filed apetitionto
recognize and enforce the
award before the United
StatesDidtrict Court, Eastern
District Court of Michigan,
in the United States of
America (for short “the US
Court”). The appellant
entered appearance to
defend this proceeding
beforethe US Court by filing
a cross-petition. In the said
petition, it took objection to
the enforcement of the
award, which had directed
transfer of shares. The
objection was that the
directionwasin violation of

the Indian laws and
regulations, specifically the
Foreign Exchange

Management Act (in short
“the FEMA”) and its
notifications.

142. Twoweekslater on 28-
4-2006, the appellant in
Venture Global Engg. Case
filed a suit in the City Civil
Court,  Secunderabad
seeking declaration to set
aside the award and
permanent injunction on the
transfer of shares. On 15-6-
2006, the District Court
passed an ad interim ex parte
order of injunction, inter dia,
restraining Respondent 1 for
seeking or effecting the
transfer of shares either
under the terms of the
award or otherwise.
Respondent 1 filed an appeal
challenging the said order
before the High Court of
Andhra Pradesh. The High
Court admitted the appeal
and directed interim
suspension of the order of
the District Judge, but made
it clear that “Respondent 1
would not affect thetransfer
of sharestill further orders.”

143. On 13-7-2006, in
response to the summons,
Respondent 1 appeared in
the court andfiled apetition
under Order 7 Rule 11 for
rejection of the plaint. The
trial court by its order dated
28-12-2006, dlowed thesaid
application and rejected the
plaint of the appellant. On
27-2-2007, the High Court
dismissed the appeal
holding that the award
cannot be challenged even
if it isagainst public policy
and in contravention of
statutory provisions. The
judgment of the High Court
was challenged in appeal
before this Court. The
appeal was alowed. It was
held as follows: (Venture
Global Engg. Case, SCC
pp.206-12, paras 31, 33, 37,
428 47)

“31. Onclosescrutiny of the
materidsandthedictumlaid
down in the three-Judge
Bench decision in Bhatia
Internationa we agree with
the contention of Mr. K.K.
Venugopal and hold that
paras 32 and 35 of Bhatia
International make it clear
that the provisions of Part |
of theAct would apply to al
arbitrations including
international commercial
arbitrations and to all
proceedings relating
thereto. Wefurther hold that
where such arbitration is
heldinIndia, the provisions
of Part | would compulsorily
apply and partiesarefreeto
deviate to the extent
permitted by the provisions
of Part|. Itisaso clear that
even in the case of
international commercial
arbitrationsheld out of India
provisions of Part | would
apply unless the parties by
agreement, express or
implied, excludedl or any of
its provisions. We are aso
of the view that such an
interpretation does not lead
to any conflict between any
of the provisions of the Act
and there is no lacuna as
such. The matter, therefore,
is concluded by the three-
Judge Bench decision in
Bhatialnternational.

33. The very fact that the
judgment holdsthat it would
be open to the parties to
exclude the application of
the provisions of Part | by
express or implied
agreement, would mean that
otherwise the whole of Part
| would apply. In any event,
to apply Section 34 to
foreigninternational awards
would not be inconsistent
with Section 48 of the Act,
or any other provision of
Part 1l as a situation may
arise, where, eveninrespect
of propertiessituatein India
and where an award would
beinvalid if opposed to the
public policy of India,
merely because the
judgment-debtor resides
abroad, the award can be
enforced against properties
in India through personal
compliance of thejudgment-
debtor and by holding out
the threat of contempt asis
being sought to be done in
the present case. In such an
event, the judgment-debtor
cannot be deprived of his
right under Section 34 to
invoke the public policy of
Indig, to set aside the award.
Asobserved erlier, thepublic
policy of Indiaincludes— ()
the fundamental policy of
Indig; or (b) the interests of
Indig; or () justiceor mordlity;
or (d) in addition, if it is
patently illegd. Thisextended
definitionof publicpolicy can
be bypassed by taking the
awardtoaforeign country for
enforcement.

37. In view of the legal
position derived from Bhatia
Internationd weareunableto
accept Mr. Nariman's
argument. It is relevant to
point out that in this
proceeding, we are not
deciding the merits of the

claim of both parties,
particularly, thestand takenin
the suit filed by the appellant
herein for setting aside the
award. It is for the court
concernedto decidetheissue
on merits and we are not
expressing anything on the
same. Thepresent conclusion
isonly withregardtothemain
issue whether the aggrieved
party is entitled to challenge
theforeign award which was
passed outside Indiain terms
of Sections 9/34 of the Act.
Inasmuch as the three-Judge
Bench decision is an answer
to the main issue raised, we
areunabletoacoept thecontra
view taken in various
decisions relied on by Mr.
Nariman. Though in Bhatia
International theissuerelates
to filing a petition under
Section9of theAct for interim
orderstheultimateconclusion
that Part | would apply even
for foreign awards is an
answer to the main issue
raised in this case.

42. The learned Senior
Counsel for the appellant
submitted that the first
respondent Satyam Computer
Services Ltd. could not have
pursued the enforcement
proceedings in the District
CourtinMichigan, USAinthe
teeth of theinjunction granted
by the courts in India which
also, on the basis of the
comity of courts, should have
been respected by the Didtrict
Courts in Michigan, USA.
Elaborating the same, he
further submitted that the
injunction of the trial court
restraining the respondents
from seeking or effecting the
transfer of shareseither under
the terms of the award or
otherwise was in force
between 15-6-2006 and 27-6-
2006. The injunction of the
High Court in the following
terms-

‘theappdlant (i.e. Respondent
1) shall not effect thetransfer
of shares of the respondents
pending further orders
wasin effect from 27-6-2006
till 28-12-2006. Thejudgment
of the US Didtrict Court was
on 13-7-2006 and 31-7-2006
when the award was directed
to be enforced as sought by
Respondent 1,
notwithstanding the
injunctiontotheeffect that the
appellant (Respondent 1
herein) ‘shal not effect the
transfer of shares of the
respondents pending further
orders . The first respondent
pursued his enforcement suit
inMichigan Didtrict Courtsto
have a decree passed
directing-*... VGEshdl ddiver
to Satyam or its designee,
share certificates in a form
auitableforimmediatetransfer
to Satyamevidencingdl of the
gppdlant’'sownershipinterest
in  Satyam  Venture
Engineering Services(SVES),
the party’s joint venture
company’. Further ‘VGE (the
appdlant herein) shal do dl
that may otherwise be
necessary to effect the
transfer of its ownership
interest in SVES to Satyam
(or its designee)’. It is
pointed out that obtaining
this order by pursuing the
case in the US District
Courts, in the teeth of the
prohibition contained in the
order of the High Court,
would not only be a
contempt of the High Court
but would render all
proceedings before the US
courts a brutumfulmen, and
liableto beignored. Though
Mr. R.F. Nariman has
pointed out that the High
Court only restrained the
respondent from effecting
transfer of the shares
pending further orders by
the City Civil Court,
Secunderabad, after the
orders of the triad court as
well as limited order of the
High Court, the first
respondent ought not to
have proceeded with the
issue before the District
Court, Michigan without

getting the interim orders /
directions vacated.
47. In terms of the decision
in Bhatia International we
hold that Part | of theAct is
applicable to the award in
guestion even thoughiitisa
foreign award. We have not
expressed anything on the
merits of claim of both the
parties. It is further made
clear that if it is found that
the court in which the
appellant hasfiled apetition
challenging theaward isnot
competent and having
jurisdiction, the same shall
be transferred to the
appropriatecourt. Sincefrom
the inception of ordering
notice in the special leave
pettion both parties were
directed to maintain status
quo with regard to transfer
of sharesin issue, the same
shall be maintained till the
disposal of the suit.
Considering the nature of
dispute which relates to an
arbitration award, we
request the court concerned
to dispose of the suit on
merits one way or the other
withinaperiod of sx months
from the date of receipt of
copy of this judgment. The
civil appedl isallowedtothis
extent. No costs.”
With these observetions, the
matter was remanded back
to the trial court to dispose
of the suit on merits. The
submissions made by Mr.
K.K. Venugopal, as noticed
inpara42, epitomizethekind
of chaos which would be
creste by two court systems,
in two different countries,
exercising concurrent
jurisdiction over the same
dispute. There would be a
clear risk of conflicting
decisions. This would add
to the problems relating to
the enforcement of such
decisions. Such a situation
would underminethepolicy
underlying the New York
Convention or the
UNCITRAL Model Law.
Therefore, we are of the
opinion that appropriate
manner to interpret the
aforesaid provision is that
“alternative two” will
become available only if
“alternative one” is not
available”
153. In our opinion, the
aforesaid isthe correct way
to interpret the expressions
“country where the award
wasmade” and the* country
under the law of which the
award was made’. We are
unable to accept the
submission of  Mr.
Sundaramthat the provision
confers concurrent
jurisdictionin both thefora.
“Second alternative” is
availableonly onthefailure
of the“first dternative’. The
expression under the law is
the reference only to the
procedurd law/curial law of
the country in which the
award was made and under
the law of which the award
was made. It has no
reference to the substantive
law of the contract between
the parties. In such view of
the matter, we have no
hesitation in rejecting the
submission of the learned
counsel for the appellants.”
In an International
Commercia Arbitration in
India, hearings may be
necessitated outside India.
Under such circumstances,
thehearing of arbitration will
be conducted at the venue
fixed by the parties. In this
regard Section 20(1), Section
22(2) and Section 22(3) may
be practically considered
for the distinction between
seat and venue. Paragraphs
100 and 107 of the above
mentioned judgment may
bereferred.
Advocate SupremeCourt
209, New Lawyers
Chamber
BhagwanDassRoad, New
Delhi-110001
M ob. N0.9811575947
Email id:
rsjena@yahoo.co.in




Editorial

'World Hypertension
Day' is celebrated every
year on 17th May to
raise awareness about
high blood pressure and
encourageits prevention,
detection and control.
Currently, about one and
ahaf billion people suffer
from high blood pressure
across the world. An
estimated 46 percent of
people with high blood
pressure worldwide are
unaware that they have
high blood pressure.
Accordingto WHO, only
oneinfiveadultswithhigh
blood pressure keeps it
under control, meaning
80 percent are at high
risk, including heart
attack, stroke,
palpitations and kidney
damage. Under this
year's theme, the focus
will be on 'Measure your
blood pressure
accurately, control it and
live longer'. The main
causes of high blood
pressure are obesity,
stress, unhealthy
lifestyle, lack of regular
physical activity, smoking,
alcohol;  excessive
amount of sodium (salt)
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In life's journey,
mistakes often serve as
unexpected detours that
lead us down
uncharted paths. Yet, it
isthrough these detours
that we discover hidden
treasures of wisdom
and resilience. Just as
milk transforms into
yogurt and cheese, and
grapejuice evolvesinto
wine, our mistakes have
the potential to
metamorphose into
invaluable experiences
that enrich our livesand
shape our destinies.
Consider the tale of
Vincent van Gogh,
whose early artistic
endeavors were met
with indifference and
rejection. Despite
facing numerous
setbacks and self-
doubt, he persisted in
his passion for painting,
ultimately creating
some of the most
revered masterpieces
in art history. Van
Gogh's story serves as
a poignant reminder
that setbacks and
failures are not
roadblocks but rather
stepping stones toward
greatness.

Moreover, the world of
science is replete with

examples of
groundbreaking
discoveries that

emerged from

in the diet and some
conditions like diabetes
can also cause it. High
blood pressure can also
occur during pregnancy.
The ambitious youth
standing onthethreshold
of the new century are
faced with an endless
environment of
competition. If helosesin
thisobstaclerace, he gets
surrounded by negative
tensions, if hewins, then
the challenging struggle
of new competitions
starts again. To keep his
victory permanent and to
set new records, he
resortsto deceit and lies.
Scientists say that the
more lies have increased
intheworld, themorethe
risk of high blood
pressure has also
increased. The path of
liesisnever straight. Itis
rough, crooked and
winding. Thethoughts of
acrooked person always
remain polluted. This
pollution of the mind is
the root of high blood
pressure. Amidst all the
risks associated with high
blood pressure, the
increasing trend of ultra-
processed food items is
worrying. There is
concern because despite
knowing thedangers, the
availability of such food
items has started
increasing in the market.
A recent study from
Harvard University
states that regularly
eating processed foods
increases the risk of

premature desth by four
percent, the main one
being high blood pressure.
Processed foods are
usually ready to use.
Packed snacks, canned
food, and cold drinks
comeunder thiscategory.
Men are more prone to
high blood pressure than
women. To avoid this, not
only isthereaneedto pay
attention to diet and
lifestyle, butitisalsovery
important to reduce stress
and exercise to keep the
body active. Nowadays
people between 18 years
to 50 years are more
victims of hypertension.
Although therisk of high
blood pressureishigherin
men before the age of
sixty, later on therisk is
equal in both men and
women.

It has been observed that
people who do not get
angry fall ill less.
Complaintsof high blood
pressure, hypertension
and severe back pain
have been seen in people
who get angry alot. Along
with this, such people
may also have stomach
complaints. World High
Blood Pressure Day plays
an important role in
raising awareness about
the importance of
prevention and control of
high blood pressure. It
encourages people to
adopt a healthy lifestyle,
including getting regular
exercise, eating healthy
and balanced diets, and
avoiding tobacco,

excessive alcohol and
smoking. Theselifestyle
changes can help reduce
the risk of high blood
pressure and its
complications.

There is an
interrelationship
between a person's
feelings, thoughts, ideas
and habits. Our thoughts
influence our thinking

and thinking changes our
habits. For this you

should do regular
exercise. A key message
of World Hypertension
Day istheimportance of
regular blood pressure
monitoring. High blood
pressure is often called
the'silent killer' because
it usually has no
symptomsuntil it causes
serious complications.
Regular blood pressure
checking can help in
early detection of
hypertension and timely
intervention to prevent

es Seping stonesto megical

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon

mistakes. In 1928,
Alexander Fleming's
accidental
contamination of apetri
dish with mold led to the
discovery of
penicillin—a
serendipitous
breakthrough that
revolutionized modern
medicine. Fleming's
willingness to embrace
the unexpected
transformed his error
into a catalyst for
innovation and
progress.

Similarly, the story of
Percy Spencer, an
engineer working on
radar technology during
World War 1, highlights
the transformative
power of mistakes.
While  conducting
experiments with a
magnetron, Spencer
noticed that a
chocolate bar in his
pocket had melted. This
observation ultimately
led to the invention of
the microwave oven—
aubiquitous household
appliance that has
revolutionized cooking
and food preparation.
"Success is not final,
failureisnot fatal: Itis
the courage to continue
that counts.” - Winston
Churchill

Stephen Hawking,
renowned physicist and
cosmologist, faced
tremendous challenges
due to his amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (ALS)
diagnosis. Despite his
physical limitations, he
persevered in his
scientific pursuits,
making groundbreaking
contributions to our

understanding of the
universe. Hisresilience
in the face of adversity
serves as a powerful
example of how
embracing challenges
can lead to
extraordinary
achievements.

Similarly, for students
who didn't qualify inthe
NEET exam, it's
important to recognize
that setbacks are not
indicative of one's
abilities or potential.
Instead, these setbacks
can serve as motivation
to work harder and
smarter in preparation
for the next opportunity.
Like Alexander
Fleming's accidental
discovery of penicillin,
success often arises

from unexpected
sources, and each
attempt provides

valuable insights and
growth opportunities.

Indeed, mistakes are
not merely failuresto be
avoided but
opportunities to learn,
adapt, and grow. Each
misstep serves as a
valuable lesson,
providing us with
insights that guide us
toward greater self-
awareness and personal
development. As
American inventor
Thomas Edison once
remarked, "I have not
failed. I've just found
10,000 ways that won't
work." Edison's
perseverance and
resilience in the face of
adversity epitomize the
transformative potential
of embracing mistakes.
In the pursuit of

excellence, it s
essential to cultivate a
mindset that embraces
imperfection and
values the lessons
learned from setbacks.
Rather than
succumbing to fear of
failure, we must view
mistakes as integral
components of the
learning process. After
all, itisnot the absence
of mistakes that
defines success but
rather the ability torise
above them and
emerge stronger and
more enlightened.

The poetry of Allama
Igbal beautifully
captures the essence
of ambition and
perseverance. His
couplet "Tu Shaheen
Hai, Parwaz Hai Kaam
Tera, Tere Aage
Asmaan Aur Bhi Hain"
(You areafalcon; flight
is your vocation: You
have other skies
stretching out before
you) symbolizes the
boundless potential
within each individual
to transcend
mediocrity and strive
for greatness.
Similarly, in another
verse, lgbal contrasts
the falcon's ambition
with the wvulture's
complacency: "Parwaz
Hai Dono Ki Issi Aik
Fiza Mein, Kargas Ka
Jahan  Aur Hai,
Shaheen Ka Jahan
Aur" (The vulture and
the falcon soar in the
same air, but in worlds
apart). This analogy
emphasizes that while
some may settle for a
mundane existence, the

complications. Thisalso
includes taking
medications prescribed
by a health -care
professional.

The unprecedented
progress of medical
science has helped
beyond imagination in
saving humansfrom this
life-threatening disease.
Highly sensitive
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microscopic instruments
for disease diagnosis,
pharmacology  and
successful surgery — all
these are no less than a
lethal element. The
surprising thing is that
despite all this, the
demonic claw of a
deadly disease like high
blood pressure is out of
control. The medical
facilities available are
inaccessible to the
common man.

Through this expensive
medical care, affluent
people may postponethe

masiery’

Shaheen aspires for
grandeur.
In the journey towards
excellence, embracing
mistakes as avenues for
growth and learning is
paramount. Majrooh
Sultanpuri beautifully
captured this sentiment:
"Girte hain shahsawar
hi maidan-e-jung mein.
Woh tifl kya gire jo
ghutno ke bal chale"
(only the horseman falls
on the battlefield; how
will that child fall who
crawls on his knees).
While setbacks are
inevitable, it's our
perseverance  and
resilience that enable
us to transcend them
and carve our way to
Success.
Bottom line: let us heed
the wisdom of history
and embrace our
mistakes as
opportunitiesfor growth
and self-discovery. Just
as milk becomes yogurt
and cheese, and grape
juice transforms into
wine, our mistakes have
the potential to catalyze
our evolutioninto beings
of greater resilience,
wisdom, and
compassion. So, the
next time you encounter
a setback or stumble
along the path of life,
remember that within
every mistake lies the
seed of transformation
and possihility.
Author isa
distinguished
Educational Columnist,
Motivational Speaker,
land Associate Editor of the
weekly educational
publication 'Education

Quill.’
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High Blood Pressure : the Curse of Modern Life

-. Lalit Garg:-

invitation of death for a
period, but who can
imagine the miserable
condition of the poor?
Scientists/doctors of
Miami University,
America, in their joint
release have appealed
not to let mental stress
dominate you. In this
regard, people should be
taught ways to live a

healthy life. He believes
that people who suffer
from constant stress and
consume too much
greasy food get easily
attacked by high blood
pressure. By remaining
stress-free, the body's
immune power remains
safe.

Various types of
research have been
revealing that the amount
of sugar, fat and salt in
such canned foods is
very high, whilefiber and
other nutrients are less.
That's why processed

food items increase the
health problems
associated with high
blood pressure. People
are getting attracted
towards processed foods
without any care. Such
fooditemsare especially
appealing to the new
generation. A report
released by the World
Health Organization and
the Indian Council for
Research on
International Economic
Relations found that
India's processed food
market has grown at an
annual rate of 13.37
percent from 2011 to
2021.

Although the sector's
growth rate declined to
5.50 percent during the
COVID-19 pandemic, it
was a temporary phase.
After  this, their
availability  started
becoming easy again.
Controlled trials in
hypertensive patients
show that supplemental
potassium, fiber, fatty
acids, and a diet rich in
fruitsand vegetablesand
low in saturated fat
reduce blood pressure.
Some population studies
show an inverse
relationship between
dietary protein and blood
pressurelevels. Drinking
coffee regularly
increases blood pressure
in high blood pressure
patients. The role of
‘stress’ remains
mysterious, with ‘job
stresses and ‘family
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stresses’ being apossible
independent risk factor
for hypertension. The
concernisthat Indiadoes
not have a strong
mechanism to remove
food items that are
becoming dangerous
from the market. There
is no concrete policy
even to  control
intoxicants like alcohol
and smoking. In fact,
there does not seemto be
any thought or concern at
the government level
regarding high blood
pressure.
It istrue that the Central
and State governments
have launched many
programs for the
nutritious diet of the
people, but there is no
concrete policy to control
theitemsbeing soldinthe
market which are
harmful for high blood
pressure. Alluring
advertisements are
promoting these
products. No one can be
allowed to play with
people’s health. It is
important that the
government not only
formulates a strict
advertising and
marketing policy
regarding harmful food
itemsbut alsoimplements
itstrictly.
Writer, journalist,
columnist
E-253, Saraswati
Kanuj Apartment
25 | P Extension,
Patparganj, Delhi-92

THE PRESENT ELECTION- 2024 1S
FIRE TEST FOR MODIJI

Uma Shankar Prasad

The Present Election for
LokSabha reached a crucia
point with the determination
of the fate to achieving 400
segts. This marks the 2024
election process and raises
many question of who holds
the advantage in terms of
narrative , issues,
acceptability and credibility.
Despite Prime Minister
NarendraModi’s dominant
figure and persona, it seems
that “Modi’sguranteg”’ isnow
loosing its strength on the
ground. On the hand the
guarantee of Congress
gppearstobemorepromising
and favourable.Modi’s
guarantee appears to be
fadfied asthemistake made
by the BJP during their ten
year reign. The anti-
incumbency sentiment of the
genera public arise after a
long period of governance,
and this sentiment now
playing arole to degrade the
strength of Modi’sgurantee.
The RSS which is
traditionally seen as the
backbone of the BJP now
their absence may have
cregtedavoidthatisaffecting
theparty’scredibility. Further
the monopoly of Modi and
Saha may be a factor for
weakening of his confident
and guarantee. The sense of
insecurity inthe party for the
leadersledtodistancing from
RSStoBJPleaders.

The BJPL eaders now
directly discussing interna
issues through many
unofficid channdls. In other
side the congress guarantee

may appear more promising
and favourable due to the

internd conflict in the BJP
party. Overal, the LokSabha
elections have reached a
critical point, and the
advantage in terms of
narrative, issues, acceptability
and credibility is yet to be
determined. Most of the
grassroots workers and
leaders to fed disillusioned
and disconnected from the
leadership of Modi and Saha.
Thenegativeattitudeof Modi
and targeting of opposition
leaders and questionable
methods of withdrawing
nomination ,have started to
impact theparty’simage. Itis
a 5o regretted to say that due
to the nomination filed by
Modiji many nomination
aspirantarenot alowed which
proved the dictatorship of
PM.Modi and thiswas abad
messagetothesociety. Tofed
this RSS has decided to
withhold its support from
Modi and his party in the
dection2024. TheRSSknown
for itsemphasison collective
identity and the promotion of
Hinduvaues, hasbeencritica
of the growing cult of
personality surrounding
Modi. Some leaders believe
that the BJP has prioritized
Modi’s image and agenda
over the interests of the
RSSand its members. As a
result RSS hasdecided not to
extend its support to Modi
and hiscloseassociate, Home
Minister Amit Saha, in this
eection. When Modi felt the
interna feelings of RSS and
support of IndiaAlliance and
dsothefailureof hisstrategy
in Hindi belt he moves to
Odisha with a hope for
political achievement. He
targeted Odisha
C.MNabeenPattnaik directly.
Not only he came to Odisha
but aso many heavy wets of
his party like party president
Nada, Home minister Amit
Saha, Actress HemaMdini,
Andmany moreproceededto
Odisha and targeted

NabeenPattnaik With some
Questions that being the
Long lasted C.M of 25 years
He does not know the names
of Odisha's district till now.
Modi dso clamed Odishais
controlled by a outsiders. In
the reply of this question
Former |ASand present BID’
leader Mr V.K.Pandian told
the performance Naveen
Pattnaikgovt'sfar better than
Gujurat duringModi’stenure.
He pointed out that Gujarat
has had a double —engine
govt for thelast 10 yearsand
Modi wasits CM, |s Gujarat
theno. 1 gtatein the country.
He also produced a
comparison chart that
“Manutritionamong children
inGujarat is40% comparedto
Odisha29%o, whichwitnessed
the sharpest drop in the last
20 years. Anaemia among
children in Gujarat is 79%,
which is one of the worgt in
the country. Per capita debt
burden of Gujarat iscloseto
Rs 60,000 compared to
Rs22,000 in Odisha. Our
Disaster management is the
best in the country, Our
women’'s empowerment
programme, School
transformation programme,
BijuSwasthyaKayanYojana
in Odisha provide health
assurance up to 10 lakh to
90% families in Odisha. In
Odisha Naveen Engine is
enough. Soitisadvisedto PM
shouldfocusonmaking India
No 1. We are enough to save
our culture, tradition,
Language, Education etc.
lastly he dso told to save his
party BJPtoAchieved Magic
Figure 272 to became PM in
Centre and Forget about
Naveen. Naveen Patnaik is
goingtoformtheMinistry in
9th Juneand hewill takeoath
asC.M for6thterm. Soplease
wait and watch.

Journalig, Khordha
(63706 75562)
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Poster for 55th International Film Festival of India launched in presence of the Secretary, Ministry of Information and

Broadcasting, Shri Sanjay Jaju and other dignitaries at Cannes, in France

Heritage Alumni scores 99.97 and 99.85
percentilein CAT 2023, aimingfor | IM Calcutta

Kolkata,(KCN):Proud
to state that alumni
membersof TheHeritage
College and Heritage
Institute of Technology
had scored highest
percentiles in All India
CAT 2023.

Devra Shah, an alumnus
of The Heritage College
from Department of
Economics B.Sc.(Hons.)
Batch-2023 had secured
99.97 percentile in CAT
2023 grabbing a State
rank of 3 and All India
Rank of 4inIndia. Devraj
had been preparing for
CAT since long and also

MSME sector expansion Creates more |

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):A specia session
on" Roleof MSMEsin
propelling Economic
Development of India’
wasorganised by Calcutta
Chamber of Commerce
on 15th May 2024 in
Kolkata.

Shri Debasis Barman,
ISS Assistant Director,
MSME - Development
and Facilitation Office,
Kolkata

Ministry of MSME,
Government of India
presented over view of
MSME sector in the
country with special
reference to role of
MSME sector in growth
and development of West
Bengal . MSMEs sector
broadlycla$|f|ed|ntotwo
categories
manufacturing

|ndia

New Delhi(KCN): A
bilateral meeting between
the Secretary,
Department of
Administrative Reforms
and Public Grievances,
Government of India Shri
V.Srinivaswas held with
Rectors (Secretaries) of
four Capacity Building
Institutions and Senior
Officials of Ministry of
Public Administration of
Bangladesh Mr Sukesh
Kumar Sarker, Director
General (Secretary),
National Academy for
Planning and
Development(NAPD),
Bangladesh on 16th May
2024 in online mode.

and

=51

M
attempted for the same
several times securing a

good percentile but none
was as good as this

year's CAT
performance.

Good in DataAnalytics,
Devraj had been
selected for [1IM,
Calcutta.

'Since college days he

e b LY
service categories.
Shri Barman said
MSME D&F office in
Kolkata is involved in
implementing
Government of India's
MSME policiesto boost
and expand MSME
sector inWest Bengal as
well as trying to find

Holds Bllateral I\/Ieetlng

The meeting was
attended by Md. Ashraf
uddin, Rector
(Secretary),
Bangladesh Public
Administration Training
Centre (BPATC), Dr.
Md. Omar Faruque,
Rector (Secretary),
Bangladesh  Civil
Service Administration
Academy (BCSAA),
Dr. Md. Shahidullah,
Rector (Secretary),
National Academy for
Development
Administration
(NADA), Bangladesh
and Additional
Secretary Ministry of
Public Administration

was a good meritorious

n

student, " said Prof.
Debashish Majumder,
HOD, Department of
Economics, The Heritage
College.

Debatra Chatterjee, an
alumnus of Heritage
Institute of Technology,
secured 99.85 percentile
in CAT 2023.

solutlons of varlous
challenges faced by
currently functioning
MSMEs in the state
within frame work of
existing MSME palicies.

Shri  Hari Shankar
Halwasiya, President
Calcutta Chamber of
Commerce in his

-P_

Dr M. Ziaul Hague.

Shri. N.B.S. Rajput,
Joint Secretary,
DARPG, other senior
officials of the
Department of

st & bamiay W
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Completing hisB.Tech
in Electronics and
Communication
Engineering in 2021
from Heritage Institute
of Technology, Kolkata,
Debatra worked as a
System Engineer in
TCS.

"My college days
created the right
Foundation for which |
was able to clear CAT
with good percentile, "

said Debatra
Selected for I[IM,
Calcutta, Debatra

wants to make a
promising career inthe

!r

Welcome address
mentioned role of
MSMEsin devel opment
of West Bengal as well
asIndia,it'scontribution
in GDP , export and
other areas.

Speaking during the
session, Shri Rgj Kumar
Chhajer mentioned

Administrative
Reforms and Public
Grievances, DARPG,
National Centre of
Good Governance
(NCGG) and the High

corporate.

"He was very much
intelligentand agile. | wish
him all the best, " said
Prof. Prabir Banerjee,
HOD, Department of
Electronics and
Communication
Engineering, Heritage
Institute of Technology
Kolkata

"Both of them had made
theentire Heritage Family
proud. | wishthem all the
best, said Mr. P. K.
Agarwal, CEO, Heritage
Group of Institutions,
Kolkata.

Ivelihood

MSMEsareplaying major
roleinlivelihood creation
not only in West Bengal
but across India and
empowering  youth,
women, familiesaswell as
boosting economic
development.

Calcutta Chamber of
Commerce and CCC
Ladies Forum are
exploring scope and
opportunities to train
interns in its member
organisation under
Academia - Industry
coordination and
cooperation under
National Education Policy
2020 to empower youths
of Indiawith relevant skills
, knowledge totransform
internsinto industry ready
human resource as well
as to create future
entrepreneurs.

Commission of Indiato
Bangladesh participated
in the meeting from the
Indian side.

Discussions covered (a)
conducting Capacity

PM Modi In UP SaysOpposition Must
Learn What ToRazeUsing Bulldozers

New Delhi(KCN):
PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi on Friday mocked
the Congress-SPalliance
in Uttar Pradesh, saying
it needed to learn from
CM Yogi Adityanath
what to bulldoze and
what not. He said that if
the I.N.D.I.A bloc won,
Ram Lalla would be

moved back to atent. PM
Modi said: “If the
Congress-SP alliance
comes to power, the
Ayodhya Ram Mandir
would be demolished
usingabulldozer... They
should learn from Yogjiji
where to run a bulldozer
and where not.”

PM Modi’'s statement
comes a day after Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal
claimed that Amit Shah
and PM Modi were
planning to remove Yogi

Adityanath asthe CM of
UP. He said Yoqi
Adityanath would be
removed in two months
to pavetheway for Shah
to become the Prime
Minister on September
17, 2025, the day PM
Modi turns 75.

PM Modi further said:
“Today you have BJP-

: =
e ]

led NDA for the
betterment of the country
on one hand and on the
other, you havethe INDI
alliance to create
disturbances. As the
polling phases advance,

the INDI alliance
members are beginning
to fall apart.”

He alleged a conspiracy
by the Congress-SP
alliance in UP. “They
want to reverse the
court’s judgment [on
Ram Mandir]. | am

sﬂa'éi

worried about this
because of their track
record. They only want
their family and power,”
he said.

PM M odi said
Opposition leaders lose
sleep when he ‘ exposes
them. “Babasaheb
Ambedkar opposed
religion-based

. ]

reservation... The
Opposition made a
laboratory in Karnataka.
They gave the OBC
reservationsto Mudims,”
he said.

Taking apotshot at former
Bihar CM and RJID chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav, PM
Modi said: “ Thechampion
of the fodder scam in
Bihar is saying all
reservations should go to
Mudlims... | am asking
for 400 seats to protect
your voters'] rights.

NIA Charge SheetsMumbai Man In Conspiracy To
Honey Trap Navy Personnel For Pak

New Delhi(KCN): The
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on
Thursday charge sheeted
one more person, a
Mumbai resident, Amaan
Salim Shaikh in the
Indian Navy spying case,
involving Pakistani
intelligence operatives.

Amaanisthekey accused
involving aconspiracy by
Pak agents to honey-trap
Indian Navy personnel to
gather secret information
regarding the defence
establishments. He was
aso found to beinvolved
in activating SIM cards
that were used by
Pakistani intelligence

With

Building Programs for
the Faculty of Capacity
Building Institutions of
the Ministry of Public
Administration (b) the
Senior Executive
Development Program
(c) the Alumni Meet of
Bangladesh  Civil
Servants at NCGG (d)
Participation of
Bangladesh  Civil
Servants in the 27th
National e-Governance
Conference. Following
discussions, it was
agreed that NCGG will
curate a one-week
capacity-building
program in NCGG for
senior civil servants of

officers involved in the
racket.NIA investigators,
who took over thecaseon
June 5, 2023, discovered
that Amaan collaborated
with asuspected Pakistani
agent named Usman. His
role was pivotal in
advancing the anti-India
conspiracy.
Furthermore, Amaan
allegedly received funds
from other suspected
Pakistani operatives,
including Meer Balgj
Khan and Alven, through
crypto channels. These
funds were tied to tasks
assigned by Pakistani
intelligenceagents.

The anti-terror agency,

filed a

which
supplementary
chargesheet today in NIA

Special Court,
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, has charged
Amaan, a resident of
Mumbai (Maharashtra),
under various sections of
IPC and UA(P) Act.

Previoudy, on November
6, 2023, NIA had
chargesheeted two other
individuals in connection
with the case, initialy
registered at the PS
Counter Intelligence Cell
in Vijayawada, Andhra

Pradesh. Further
investigations are
underway.

Bangladesh

Bangladesh, and 2
two-week capacity-
building programs for
faculty members of
BPATC, BCS
Administration
Academy, NAPD and
NADA of Bangladesh
in July and September
2024. NCGG will
organize an alumni
meeting covering
select alumni from 71
capacity-building
programs conducted
for the senior civil
servants of
Bangladesh to enable
shared learning
experiences. It was
also been decided that

the DARPG will invite
awarded Bangladesh
civil servants as
speakers to the 27th
National e-Governance
Conference.

The National Centre of
Good Governance
(NCGG) has
successfully
conducted 71 Capacity
Building Programs for
2660 Bangladesh Civil
Service Officers from
2014 to 2024. The two
sides have agreed to
renew the
collaboration for
capacity-building
programsfor 1500 civil
servants for the period
2025-2030.
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Fight 0 heavywaghtsmSamba\pu [ Where farmers, weavershold the key

Sambalpur (KCN):
Unemployment and
distress sale of paddy are
the pressing issues in
Odisha’'s Sambal pur Lok
Sabha constituency,
where Union minister
Dharmendra Pradhan of
the BJP and influential
BJD general secretary
(organisation) Pranab
Prakash Das are poised
for a showdown.

The candidates’
attention is squarely on
farmers and weavers,
who are crucial in a
region that encompasses
the catchment area of
the Hirakud reservoir
and has a thriving
handloom industry.

The majority  of
Sambal pur’s popul ation,
concentrated in five of
its seven assembly
constituencies, relies
either on agriculture or

the harvesting of Kendu
and Sal leaves for their
livelihoods.

Pradhan, who isaRajya
SabhaMPfrom Bihar, is
contesting elections after
a gap of 15 years. He
had last unsuccessfully
contested assembly
electionsfrom Parlahara
assembly segment in
20009.

Das, on the other hand,
is the sitting MLA of
Jajpur seat in the coastal
region. He is known to
be an influential
organiser of the party.
The prestigious
Sambal pur parliamentary
constituency was
represented by the BJD
during its alliance with
BJP threetimesin arow
in 1998, 1999 and 2004.
In 2009, 2014 and 2019,
however, voters of the
constituency elected

Congress, BJD and BJP
candidates respectively.
Pradhan, a resident of
Talcher town in Angul
district and son of
former Union minister
Debendra Pradhan, has
been a central minister
since 2014 and is
banking ontheinitiatives
of the Union
government to register a
victory.

“We are optimistic that
people will vote on the
lotus symbol. The BJP-
led Centre has
established 1M
Sambal pur and people
are happy with the
developmental work of
the Union government,”
he said.

Das, athree-term Jajpur
MLA and son of former
Janata Dal state
president Ashok Dash,
claimed that peoplelove

4 I
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik and have
benefited from the BJD
governments schemes
for farmers, weavers,
students, youths and
women.

“The BJD
government’s Kalia
scheme for farmers is
very popular in this
region,” Das said.
Although atotal of 14
candidates are in the
fray, the contest is
directly between
Pradhan and Das.
Congress

Roadshowsby BJD, BJPsupercharge
electioneering in Odisha

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The series of roadshows
by the BJP and theruling
BJD in the state capital
has surcharged the
political atmosphere in
the run-up to the Lok
Sabha and Assembly
electionsin Odisha.

The first roadshow was
held by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi May 10,
when a sea of humanity
converged on both sides
of the 2.5 km stretch of
the busy Janpath in the
state capital, from the
party office to Vani
Vihar.
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Thursday morning, BJP
National President JP
Nadda held another road
show in the state capital,

which began from
Mausima Temple to
Lingara) Temple, with
BJP  parliamentary
candidate Aparajita
Sarangi and BJP Ekamra
Assembly candidate
Babu Singh.

After completing the
roadshow, Naddawent to
the Lingarg) Temple and
offered prayers before
leaving for Padampur in
Western Odisha, where
he addressed a public
meeting. He then
proceeded to Sundargarh
to address another
election meeting in
support of  party
candidates.

In the evening, BJD
supremo and Chief

Minister Naveen Patnaik,
accompanied by
bureaucrat-turned-BJD
leader V.K. Pandian
embarked on amegaroad
show from the
Ganganagar Square to
Sishu Bhawan Chhak,
passing through severa
prime areasin the city.
Patnaik sought the
people’s support for the
party, asking themtovote
for BJD candidatesin both
the Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections. “l am
delighted to be with the
people of Odisha,” the
Chief Minister said in a
video message before
beginning the mega road
show.

Thousandsof peoplelined
up on both sides of the
roadshow route to
welcome him, and
Patnaik was seen telling

the crowd that from July,
there would be no
electricity bill. Theruling
BJD’s manifesto had
promised to provide free
electricity upto 100 units
per month and a 50 per
cent subsidy from 100 to
150 units, benefiting what
the party claimed to be
about 90 per cent of the
population.

Ontheother hand, Nadda
during his road show
stated that the people of
the state have already
made up their minds to
vote for BJP in both the
Assembly and Lok Sabha
electionsso that adouble-
engine government can
be formed. Prime
Minister NarendraModi,
inhispublic meetings, had
already announced that
the countdown for theexit
of the BJD government

has started and a BJP
Chief Ministerin Odisha
will takeoath on June 10
in Bhubaneswar.
Nadda condemned the
poll  violence at
Khallikote in Ganjam
district on Wednesday
night, in which a BJP
worker was killed and
three others were
injured.

BJP sources said Prime
Minister NarendraModi
will also hold another
roadshow in Puri onMay
20.Modi will firstvisitthe
Sri Jagannath Temple at
7 AM to offer prayer to
Lord Jagannath on May
20 before holding the
roadshow on the Grand
Road of Puri.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah aso held a
road show in Cuttack
city on Wednesday
evening, accompanied by
the party’s Cuttack Lok
Sabha candidate
Bhartruhari Mahatab, a
six-time MP who
recently quit the BJD
and joined the BJP.
Along with Mahatab,
BJP's Barbati Cuttack

MLA Dr. Purna
Chandra Mohapatra
and other MLA

candidates joined the
roadshow.

Excisedept crackdown |leadsto hugesaizures

Rourkela(KCN): Since
the announcement of the
dates of the Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections
in Odisha, the Excise
department has been on
an overdrive in and
around this town.
Elections to the
Sundargarh Lok Sabha

constituency and the
Assembly segments
withinitwill beheld May
20. The Excise
Department haslaunched
amassive crackdown on
peoplesdlingillegd liquor
and drugs. Officiasof the
Excise  department
informed here Thursday

that the crackdown has
yielded tremendous
results. A total of 515
cases have been
registered between
March 16 to May 11 and
441 persons have been
arrested for dealing in
contraband items.

Along with it, huge

quantities of cannabis,
heroin, country and
foreign-made liquor
have been seized. The
jurisdiction of the
Rourkela Excise
department covers this
city, Biramitrapur
municipality and Bonai
sub-division.

nominated former BJD
MP and ex-minister
Nagendra Pradhan, who
quit theruling party inthe
state and joined the grand
old party a few days

before filing his
nominations.

The Congress had first
named Dulal Chandra
Pradhan from the seat

but later changed its

(Npecial di

candidate to Nagendra
Pradhan, who had won
from the constituency in
2014 on a BJD ticket,
after hejoined the grand
old party. Aggrieved by
the party’s decision,
Dulal Chandra Pradhan
later joined the BJP.
Nagendra Pradhan was
elected from the
Athamalik assembly
segment three times, in
1990 on a Janata Dal
ticket and in 2004 and
2014 as a BJD
candidate. He had also
served in the Naveen
Patnaik cabinet.

The Sambal pur
parliamentary
constituency was
reorganised in a

delimitation exercise
ahead of the 2009 Lok
Sabhapolls.

It comprises Sambal pur,
Rairhakhol, Kuchinda
and Rengali assembly
constituencies in
Sambalpur district,
Athamallik and
Chhendipada assembly
segments in Angul
district and Deogarh
assembly constituency in
Deogarh district.

BJD had won the
Rairhakhol, Kuchinda,
Chhendipada and
Athamallik assembly
seats, while the BJP
bagged Sambalpur,
Deogarh and Rengali
assembly seats in the
2019 elections.

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN

Maharishi Public School, Baripada

STD-NURSERY TO VIII

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

scount for new admission belore

Find the Difference
- Small Classes

- Experienced, tramned & loving teachers.
- Individual attention to each child.

- Regular meditation and yoga.

- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

In the 2009, 2014 and
2019 elections,
Sambal pur sent three
different party
candidates to the Lok
Sabha.

In 2009, the Congress
won by a margin of
14,874 votes, while the
BJD secured the seat in
2014, winning by 30,574
votes. The BJP bagged
the seat in 2019 by a
margin of only 9,162
votes.

The candidates of the
three major parties were
seen campaigning in the
scorching heat, reaching
out to representatives of
various communities,
entrepreneurs, artistes
and sportspersons.
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25% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact :

Call-9438102188, 06792-255227

Time ; 8.00 A.M. to 12.00 noon
E-mail- mps.bpd@gmail.com

Find us on

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Wonderla: India's Largest Amusement Park Cham Expandsmto Bhubaneswar

Bhubaneshwar,
(KCN): Wonderla
Holidays, Indias largest
amusement park chain, is
thrilled to announce the
launch of its newest park
in Kumbharbasta,
Bhubaneswar. This
marksthefourth addition
to Wonderla's esteemed
portfolio, following
Kochi, Bengaluru, and
Hyderabad. Thisventure
represents Wonderla's
enduring commitment to
delivering unparalleled
entertainment
experiences since its
establishmentin 2000. As
apublicly listed company,
Wonderla has
consistently invested in
expanding its presence
and enrichingitsofferings
to cater to the evolving
preferences of esteemed
guests. The Press Meet

Tata Sedl reportshighest ever conso

Mumbai, : Tata Steel
today announced its
Financial Resultsfor the
quarter and financial
year ended March 31,
2022. The Company’s
consolidated reported
profit after tax (PAT) for
the March 2022 quarter
rose to Rs 9,835 cr as
compared to Rs 7,162 cr
of the corresponding
quarter of the last fiscal.
For the full year ended
March 31, 2022, the
Company’s PAT rose to
Rs41,749 cr, significantly
higher than Rs 8,190 cr
reported in the last
financial year.

The consolidated
Turnover for FY 22 stood
at Rs 243,959 cr as
compared to Rs 156,477
cr of the previous fiscal.

announcing the samerides

that promise

was attended by Arun Kunforgettable thrills,

Chittilappilly,

MD;ranging from high-speed

Sivadas M, President;coasterstofamily-friendly
Dheeran Choudhary,attractions. Situated just
COO; AjiKrishnan,22.5 kilometers from
VP- Engineering andBhubaneswar, Wonderla
Kalpataru Nayak, Parkisstrategically positioned

Head-Bhubaneswar.

to become the ultimate

Wonderla Odisha begandestination for adventure-
with an invitation fromseekers, conveniently
the government duringlocated near NH 16
the Odisha Tourism(Calcutta-Chennai).
Investor InteractionDesigned as a tribute to
Meet in 2019, with “inOdisha's rich cultural

principl

€' gpprova fromheritage and natural
the State L evel Windowsplendor,

Wonderla

Authority (SLSWCA)Bhubaneswar spans over
for a 90-year lease on50 acres and offers a

government land thatjourney
experiential nodesinspired

happened in 2020.

through

With an investment ofby theregion'shistory and
approximately  190culture.

crores,

Wonderlaln addition to offering

B hubaneswarthrilling experiences,
showcases over 21Wonderla Amusement
exhilarating dry & wetPark is committed to

Consolidated turnover
for the fourth quarter
ended March 31,
2022stood at Rs 69,324
cr as compared to Rs
50,028 cr in the
corresponding quarter of
the last financial year.

The Board of
Directors recommends a
dividend of Rs. 51 per
fully paid equity share
and Rs 12.75 per partly
paid equity shares. A 10:1
stock split is also
recommended.

T. V. Narendran,
Chief Executive Officer
& Managing Director,
said: “Tata Steel has
again demonstrated its
ability to deliver stellar
results despite
heightened complexity in
the face of COVID as

well as geopolitical
tensions. Our Indian
business showed broad
based growth across our
chosen segments due to
our sustained focus on
customer relationships,
our distribution network
and our portfolio of
brands supported by our
agilebusinessmodel . Our
European operations
delivered robust
performance as the
transformation
programme undertaken
helped to leverage the

strong business
environment. We have
pursued several

initiatives to de-risk the
business particularly
across procurement and
supply chain and
continue to invest in

dated EB

driving economic growth
in the local community.
With an estimated 450
employment
opportunities, particularly
intheunskilled sector, the

park will provide
livelihood for many
residents of

Bhubaneswar and its
surrounding areas. The
park ticketsare currently
available at Rs. 749* as
part of the Early Bird
Discount for Online Pre-
bookings only. Regular

technology and
digitisation to drive
productivity andimprove
our resilience.”

“Kalinganagar
expansion isprogressing
well and will drive cost
savings as well as
product mix enrichment.
The acquisition of
Neelachal Ispat Nigam
Limited will beclosedin
1QFY 23 and we will
scaleit uprapidly todrive
expansion of our high
value retail business. |
am happy to share that
Tata Steel has been
recognised as Steel
sustainability champion
for thefifth year inarow
by the WorldSteel,” he
added.

The 6 MnTPA Pellet
plant at Kalinganagar will

“Park Tickets will be

priced between Rs. 999*
for peak weekdays and
Rs. 1,100* during peak
Weekends . Wonderlais
also currently running
various offers as part of
the launch, including
Student ID Offer, MO
Bus & Train Ticket
Discounts, Birthday
Offers, among others.

Arun K Chittilappilly,
MD of Wonderla
HoIidaysLimited during
the opening remarks at
the company'sfirst press

TDAat Rs63,830 crores

be commissioned in
3QFY 23 followed by the
Cold Rall Mill complex
and the 5 MnTPA
expansion.Tata Steel
India achieved highest
ever annua crude steel
production of 19.06
million tons, with a
growth of 13% YoY.
Highest ever deliveries
of 18.27 mn tons despite
COVID 2nd wave
related disruptionearly in
financial year. Broad
based improvement in
sales volume was
witnessed across
segments. Automotive
was up 27% YoY,
Branded Products and
Retail was up 11% YoY
whilelndustria products
& projects was up 11%
Yov.

WardWizardplansto set up Li-ion advance cells manufacturing
unit at itselectric vehicle ancillary cluster in Vadodara

Singapore-based
renewable energy
management consulting
firm Sunkonnect. The
association is aimed at
facilitating a feasibility
study and identification of
potential partner for the
manufacturing of Li-ion
advance cellsin India

Under the MoU,
Sunkonnect will set up a
committee of
experienced scientists,
engineersand analyststo
evaluate and identify the
professional partner, as
well as to develop the
roadmapto set up the
1GWh cell production

plant at
WardWizard’selectric
vehicle ancillary cluster
in Vadodara.
Commenting ontheMoU
with SunKonnect, Mr
YatinGupte, Chairman &
Managing Director,
Wardwizard Innovations
& Mobility Ltd., said,
“We are excited to work
with SunK onnect, one of
the leading global
renewable energy
management consulting
firms. Their expertise
will help us identify the
right partner and
establish a roadmap to
set up the manufacturing

unit of Li-ion advance
cellsat our EV ancillary
cluster between 15-18
months. As the safety
and security of our
customers are
paramount for us, we are
integrating cutting-edge
technologiesto enhance
the quality and promote
the adoption of green
mobility in the entire
country.”

Further elaborating,
Dr.Avishek Kumar,
Founder, SunKonnect,
said, “Weare grateful to
WardWizard for giving
us the opportunity to
become the part of this

EV transition and
support the brand in
development of battery
infrastructure in India.
Electric Vehilcesarethe
future, and their success
depends on the high
grade material and
advanced battery
management system.
Under the MoU, wewill
work with WardWizard
to identify the partner
equipped with the latest
technology and high
standards to
manufacture Li-ion
advanced cells. Our
team will be developing
a feasible plan and

drafting standard norms
for the manufacture of
quality batteries for Joy
e-bike's products.”
Sunkonnect will also
identify leading testing
and certification
agencies to set up a
center of excellence for
battery testing at
WardWizard premises
which will draft a
standard quality
specificationfor
batteries. It will further
draft standard norms for
batteries to ensure
quality and reliability for
Joy e-bike's range of
models.

Narayana Nethralayaand Acer IndiaTeam up tobuild India’'s
first PC & tablet-based softwaretherapy for children

Bengaluru Narayana
Nethralaya in
collaboration with Acer
Indiatoday launched the
PC + tablet based
software, “VisioNova’
designed for children
suffering from Cortical
Visual Impairment
(CVI). Thisinitiative by
Narayana Nethralaya
and Acer India aims at
breaking down barriers
and providing the
patients with better
access to treatment.
Acer VisioNova, a
path-breaking innovation
was conceptualized as a
mobile alternative to on-
site therapy for CVI
children that will offer
them the standard of
care. Narayana
Nethralaya as a part of
its ‘Buds to Blossoms

initiative  provides
dedicated therapy
programs to help

children develop and
improve motor, cognitive
and visual abilities that
significantly improve
their quality of life.
Cortical Visual
Impairment isacondition
of bilateral visual loss
caused due to injury of
visual areasin the brain
without significant eye
or anterior visual
pathway impairment.
CVI is currently an
emerging cause amongst
children across India.
With 161 children in
every 100,000 born with
CVI, India has declared
it to be a high priority
issue and classified it as
one of 30 conditionsthat
all babies must receive

mandatory screenings.
These childrenwith CVI
have great difficulty in
performing visually
guided activities and
these therapies rely on
machinesthat are bulky,
expensive and require
the child to be in the
hospital for the entire
duration of six-to-nine-
month  therapeutic
process. In order to
address this, Acer
provided PC and 100+
tablets under CSR to
kick-off thisnoble cause.
Acer has also further
intent to supply around
2000 tabletsfor patients
where patients can pay
the hospital a small,
refundable deposit and
receivethetablet for use
from the comforts of
their home and still

continuetreatmentseven
with COVID
disruptions.

The tablet will offer
CVI patients exercises
that can benefit and help
them develop and
improve their deficient
skillsand visual abilities
that significantly improve
the quality of life. Also,
since a number of
specialised therapies
that are deployed require
expensive equipments
that need the child to be
present at the center for
theentire duration of the
treatment, thistabl et will
allow remote therapy
under the mentorship of
Narayana Nethralaya
CVI experts, making this
treatment accessible to
the outreach.

Ontheoccasion of this

launch, Mr. Harish
Kohli, President &
Managing Director, Acer
Indiasaid,” It isamatter
of pridefor ustojointhis
innovative collaboration
with Narayana
Nethralaya  where
technology helps break
barrierstoimprovelives.
Acer VisioNova
engineered the overall
solution, comprising both
the software and the
hardware. At Acer, we
alwaysbelievein closing
the gap between people
and technology and to
meaningfully improve
clinical outcomes and
reducethe systemic cost
of healthcare, VisioNova
will help patients with
timely access to care
when they need it.

conference

Bhubaneswar said, “We
are thrilled to announce
that Wonderla
Bhubaneswar will
officially openinthe3rd
week of June, with public
access starting on May
24th, 2024. Our journey
has always been about
creating memorable
experiences for our
guests, and we are
excitedtobringthisvision
to Odisha Thislaunchis
significant for us, and we
envision great success
for the park, which will
entertain over 3,500
people per day. We look
forward to welcoming
everyone and providing
an unforgettable
experience."

Sivadas M, President,
Wonderla Holidays
further spoke about the

contribution of the
Odisha government, he
said, “Wonderla
Bhubaneswar isaproject
close to our heart. It
began with an invitation
from the Government of
Odisha after our 2019
discussion. Their support
hasbeen crucial, and with
the approval for a 90-
year |ease, we embarked
on this exciting journey.
We've faced challenges,
but our dedication and
unwavering support of
the Odisha government,
notably Tourism and
Industries departments
have made this possible.
We are confident
Wonderla Bhubaneswar
will boost tourism and
bring joy to al visitors,
reaffirming our
commitment to vibrant,
thriving destinations.”

Dheeran Choudhary,
COO of Wonderla
Holidays, spoke about
their regional
commitment: "At
Wonderla, we are
committed to delivering
world-class
entertainment while
deeply valuing our local
community. In Odisha,
weaim to boost thelocal
economy and create
numerous job
opportunities. Our core
values of excellence and
dedication shinethrough
in every aspect of our
operations. As our video
showcases, Wonderla
Bhubaneswar features
state-of-the-art park
facilities, significant
investments, diverse
restaurants, and robust
marketing plans.

MADAME TUSSAUDSIS
BACK INANEW LOCATION

Noida: Madame
Tussauds — the greatest
wax attraction in the
world — isbackto serve
its fans in an all-new
avatar at an exciting new
venue at DLF Mall of
India, Noida. The
attraction at its new
locationwill beknown as
Madame Tussauds India
andis set to provide the
opportunity for fansto get
up close to their
favourite celebritiesand
experience their most
iconic moments of fame
through 360 sets and
cutting-edge technol ogy.
Thenew locationat DLF
Mall of India, Noidawill
exhibit closeto50figures
of leading Indian and
International
personalities from the
fields of sports,
entertainment, history,
and music.

Madame Tussauds
first opened its doorsin
1835in London and has
over 200 years of
heritage and legacy.
Each figure at Madame
Tussauds is created
using the expertise of
sculptors who use the
same techniques as the
famous Marie Tussaud.

Tocresteasinglelifelike
figure it takes an artist
minimum of 12 weeks,
and during that timethey
document 500 precise
body measurements,
insert real hair strand by
strand, apply countless
layers of paints to build
up the skin tones, and
more. This entire
process helpsto achieve
the incredible likeness
that has made Madame
Tussauds world
renowned for over two
centuries.

The world-famous
wax attraction first
opened in Delhi at
Connaught Place in
2017. Theearlier edition
of Madame Tussauds in
Delhi  successfully
celebrated several years
of curating aspectacular
fame experiencethrough
its star-studded gallery.
At its new location at
DLF Mall of India,
Noida, Madame
Tussauds I ndiawill offer
a safe, star-studded
experience for guests,
with extensive covid
protocolsin place.

Rob Smith, Divisiona
Director, Midway Asia
Pacific, Merlin

Entertainments Group
shared his optimism
around the reopening of
Madame Tussauds in
India saying, “we are
thrilled about the
comeback and really
excited to bring back the
legend of Madame
Tussauds to the
culturally rich land of
India. Our  Wax
Attraction will open a
new  chapter  of
entertainment to the
population of Indiaat large
and serve them with the
ultimate fame experience
and transport them onto
the red carpet. Indiais a
significant market for us,
and the re-opening will
help pave the way to
entertain guests in our
fantastic new location and
shall expose our gueststo
themost ultimate cel ebrity
experience of visiting a
World-famous  wax
attraction. As Indian
travellersarereturning to
overseas destinations, we
are hopeful that Madame
TussaudsIndiawill serve
as their gateway to
Madame  Tussauds
counterparts in other
citiesaround theworld”.

EKA partnerswith NuPort Robotics
tointroduce smart Electric Buses

Mumbai: EKA, an
electric vehicles &
technology company, and
asubsidiary of Pinnacle
Industries Limited, is
once again leading the
way as they enter a
partnership with NuPort
Robotics to introduce
Level 2 autonomy,
advanced driver
assistance systems, to
their electric bus
models. Thisisafirst-
of-its-kind-in-the-
country initiative
towards the utilization
and incorporation of
progressive Level 2

autonomy and
Artificial Intelligence
(Al) for Electric

buses on Indian roads.
EKA beginstesting on
a range of
autonomous features
developed by NuPort,
an advanced
technology that
promisesto contribute
to notable
improvements in
safety, reducing
environmental
footprint, and
increasing operational

efficiency. Following
a period of rigorous
testing, the
technology will be
deployed with over
5000 buses,
representing a
minimum investment
of nearly INR 150
Crores in innovation
and contributing to the
future of
transportation and
sustainability. More
importantly, when
such technologies are

deployed in
commercial vehicles,
they have been
associated with

reducing crash rates
by nearly 50%.

NuPort Robotics, a
Canadian company
announced its plans
earlier this month to
set up operations in
Indiaand fully develop
and deploy its
technology in Indiafor
commercial vehicle
manufacturers,
beginning with electric
v e h i c | e
manufacturers.
NuPort  will be

following a “Made in
India” approach
thereby contributing to
the advancement of
economic devel opment

and innovation
ecosystem within the
country. NuPort’s

technology provides
level 2 autonomy
features specifically
targeted for Indian
roads, considering the
complex nature of
Indian traffic, and
understanding the
Indian driving mindset.
NuPort’'s partnership
with EKA is strategic,
as it allows both
NuPort and EKA to
offer Indian customers
cutting-edge innovative
vehicles that can be
continuously updated to
retain that innovative
advantage. NuPort is
using proprietary Al
technology which will
progressively enable
autonomous features
thereby increasing
safety, operational
efficiency, and reduced
carbon footprint.
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NewDelhi: The washout
on Thursday (May 16) in
Hyderabad has
confirmed SRH as the
third team to make it to
the IPL 2024 playoffs,
after KKR and RR. It
has also meant DC's
campaign is now
officially over leaving
RCB and CSK to fight it
out for the last spot.
What's the playoffs
equation riding on RCB-
CSK encounter?

A CSK win should be
enough for the defending
championsto qualify but
for RCB it is glightly
more complicated. If
RCB bat first and score
200, they should beat
CSK by 18 runs or more
or chase down the target
of 201 with 11 balls or
moreto spare (if RCB hit
asix from 200 and get to
206 they can complete
thechaseuptoeight balls
to spare). There is rain
forecast for Bengaluru
for Saturday and the
equation remains the
same which could prove
more hindrancefor RCB

than CSK. Say, it
becomes a five-over
shootout and CSK set a
target of 75, RCB would
need to chase it down in
3.1 overs or if they bat
first. And, if they score
75, RCB wouldrequireto
restrict CSK to 57 or
below in five overs to
stay ahead on NRR.
Who will join KKR in
Qualifier 1?

Asfor how things stand,
al threeof RR, SRH, and
LSG have a realistic

SRH througn to [PL 2024 playoffs after washout !
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chance to finish second
in the points table. RR
have the most direct
scenarioin front of them:
beat KKR on Sunday and
play them again two days
later in Ahmedabad. If
RR lose on Sunday, they
will need both CSK and
SRH to drop their final
gamefor atop-twofinish.
If RR lose to KKR and
stay on 16 points, awin
against a depleted but
spirited PBKS would
ensure SRH's passage to

Qualifier 1. In the event
of KKR beating RR and
SRH-PBKS getting
washed out (and CSK not
winning in Bengaluru),
RR will progress to Q1
by virtue of more wins
(eight) to SRH (seven
winsand two no results).
If SRH lose to PBKS,
they cannot finish in the
top-two.The only way
CSK can finish secondis
if they beat RCB, KKR
beat RR and SRH do not
win against PBKS. Inthe

THE KALINGA CHRONICI F

e i L People

BHUBANESWAR,SATURDAY, 18 MAY, 2024

event of al three sides
finishing on 16 points
each, CSK will marchto
Q1 thanks to their
superior NRR over RR
and more number
outright winsthan SRH.
Do LSG stand a
chance?
Mathematically yes, but
for dl practical purposes,
their season has cometo
an end. They can at best
finish on 14 points and
will beeiminated if CSK
beat RCB and get to 16
points. In case RCB gets
the better of CSK and
LSG beat MI, al three
will end on 14 points
each. For LSGtotopthe
NRR, they will have to
beat M| by around 310
runs batting first should
RCB beat CSK hy
exactly 18 runs (the
winning marginfor LSG
over M1 would keep
increasing depending on
how much RCB'svictory
marginwither away from
the 18-runmark). If LSG
fiddfirst against MI, they
will be eliminated right
away.

Argentinaand Lionel Mess to play 2warm-
up matchesin US ahead of Copa America

Copa America(KCN):
Argentina, the defending
champions of Copa
America, are set to play
two warm-up matchesin
the United States ahead
of the tournament.

Defending champion
Argentina will prepare
for the upcoming Copa
Américatournament by

playing warm-up
matches against
Ecuador and Guatemala

next month in the United
States. According to the
Argentine Football
Association (AFA),
Lionel Messi and his
teammates will face
Ecuador at Soldier Field
in Chicago on June 9.
Five dayslater, they will
play Guatemala at
Commanders Field in
Landover, Maryland.

These matches will be
Argentinds final warm-
ups before opening their

Th

NewDelhi:The shot
which dispatched a leg-
stump delivery over
backward point. The shot
which stood out onanight
with third-most dot balls
bowled this season. The
shot whichwasplayed on
a pitch that Rajasthan
Royals are "not used to"
this season in the words
of Sanju Samson.

Of course, a lot more
happened over the course
of 224 minutes at the
Barsapara  Cricket
Ground, notintheleast a
qualified team coming a
cropper against a side
that's long been
eliminated, but it wasthat
switch-hit by Ashwin that
lingered in the memory.
Not only because it
remains an exotic shot
even by the ridiculous
standards of this season
but also because of who

Copa América
campaign on June 20
against Canada in

Atlanta. Coach Lionel
Scaloni must submit his
final 26-man roster for
the tournament by June
12. Scaloni is expected
to select most of the
players who secured

Argentinas third World
Cup title in Qatar in
2022. Argentina will
compete in Group A,
which also includes
Chile and Peru.

CONMEBOL, the
confederation organizing
the Copa América,
announced on Thursday

that the squad sizefor the
tournament, which will
be held from June 20 to
July 14, has been
increased from 23 to 26
players. "Regarding the
number of playersonthe
roster, the decisionisthat
each team may register
up to a maximum of 26
players in the
competition (on the
roster), maintaining a
total of 50 individualsin
the delegation covered
by the event's
organization
(accommodation, meals,
transportation, etc.,
according to thefinancial
regime and prize
structure outlined in
Chapter 17 of the
Competition
Regulations),
CONMEBOL said in a
statement.

"All players (up to 26
players) must beincluded

in the Provisional List
submitted by May 5,
2024 (6:00 p.m.
Paraguay time),
according to Article 58
of theRegulations." The

representatives  of
CONMEBOL, the
organiser of the

tournament, agreed onthe
decision at the FIFA
Congress in Bangkok,
Thalland, treading the path
of squad expansioninthe
European Championship.
CopaAmerica, started in
1916, is the oldest
operational continental
tournament in the world
and has determined the
champions of South
America over the years.
Last year, however,
CONCACAF, thefootball
governing body of North
America, combined with
CONMEBOL, to host
the tournament together.

Italian Open: Nicolas Jarry takes down

SefanosTatspas;t faceTommy Paulinsemis

NewDelhi:Italian Open

2024: Nicolas Jarry
fought back from a set
down to beat world
number eight Stefanos
Tsitsipas 3-6 7-5 6-4 and
reach the semi-finals on
Thursday, May 16.
Chilean 21st seed
Nicolas Jarry fought
back from a set down to
beat world number eight
Stefanos Tsitsipas 3-6 7-
5 6-4 and reach the
Italian Open semi-finals
on Thursday.

Jarry, who fought off 11
of 13 break points faced
in the match, will next
play American 14th seed
Tommy Paul on Friday in
his first ATP Masters
1000 semi-final.
Another Chilean,
Alejandro Tabilo, will
take on German third
seed Alexander Zverev
the other semi-final. Two

Chileanswill appear inthe
semi-finals of an ATP
1000 event for the first
time since the format
wasintroduced in 1990.

Jarry was tested in the
opening set by Greece's
sixth seed but gained his
momentum in the second.
The28-year-oldwonfive
consecutive pointsat 3-3
as he bounced back from
0-40, beforewrapping up
the second set by winning
nineof thefina 11 points.
Jarry then broke Tsitsipas
in the decider for a 5-4
lead to eventually cruise
into the last four.

‘It was a good fight
tonight'

"Beating Stef on clay is
a good achievement.
Extremely happy for my
fight today and how |
played. How I
maintained myself even
down a set, down a

break," Jarry said.

"I just kept trying to find
different ways to have
chances on his serve. |
knew | wasplaying good.
"l had to adjust some
thingsonthe backhand so
he didn't push me back.
That's why he played so
good. | was able to do
thosetwothings... It was
a good fight tonight.
Hopefully, tomorrow |
can be stronger."

Earlier on Thursday, Paul
came through a
marathon match to beat
Polish seventh seed
Hubert Hurkacz 7-5 3-6
6-3to book hisspotinthe
semi-finals.The
American, who defeated
defending champion
Daniil Medvedev in the
previousround, had yet to
drop a set before the
quarter-final, but
Hurkacz managed to
force the match into the
decider before Paul
came out on top.

It was a match which
went back and forth with
13 breaks of serve
overall. The pair
exchanged breaks early
in the opening set, with
Paul breaking twice to
lead 3-2. With Paul
serving for the set,
Hurkacz broke again to
makeit 5-5.

Euro 2024. N'Golo Kante makes surprise
return as France announce Mbappe-led squad

NewDelhi:N'Golo
Kante has been included
intheFrench nationd team
for the European
Championship after atwo-
year hiatus. Didier
Deschamps, the head
coach, announced Kante's
inclusion in his 25-man
squad.

N'Golo Kante made a
surprise return to the
French national team after
a two-year sabbatica, as
head coach Didier
Deschamps presented his
25-man squad for the
European Championshipon
Thursday, led by France
captain Kylian Mbappe.
Kante, whoreturnedto his
national team after not

playing since 2022, joined
Al lttihad onafreetransfer
from Chelsea, where he
regained hisform, making
41 games this season.

"His last selection was in
June 2022. What followed
was much  more
complicated for him, with
a serious injury that
prevented himfromplaying
and certainly from being
part of the squad for the
World Cup," Deschamps
said to apress conference.
"Wefollowedhimregularly.
He was able to regain dl
hisfootbaling and athletic
ability by playing alot of
meatches Thesituationwas
clearinmymind. | took this
decision because | believe

that the French team will
be stronger with him," the
coach added.

Antoine Griezmann has
aso returned to the squad
after missing the March
friendliesagaingt Germany
and Chile due to injury.
Olivier Giroud, set to join
MLSsdelLosAngdesFC
at theend of the season, is
included as well. Among
the youngsters, PSG
winger Bradley Barcola,
21, is the only debutant.
Deschamps  praised
Barcolas "ahility to make
a difference and score
goals." The youngest
player in the squad is
PSG midfielder Warren
Zaire-Emery, 18.

t switch-hit by R Asnwin

played it and in what
circumstances, and just
what it meant.

It was less than two
years ago that Ashwin
was exhorting the rule-
makers to expand the
purview of the lbw
dismissal against switch-
hits; that the batter should
be given out even when
theball pitchesdown leg-
stump. Speaking on his
YouTube channel,
Ashwin argued about
how the"blind spot" isno
longer ablind spot when
the batter reverses his
stance and plays a
delivery downlegintothe
off-side. The Ibw rules,
though, continue to be
the same. The off-side
for the batter remainsthe
off-side irrespective of
whether they change
stance.

While the ICC haven't

been lending an ear,
Ashwin's made his way
to the other side. He's
now playing the dreaded
switch-hit. In front of
packed stands. Against
one of the better
legbreak-googly bowlers
in the competition. And
off the middle of the bat.
It doesn't matter that
Ashwin the bowler, who
has been at the receiving
end of switch-hitsbefore,
more famously at the
hands of David Warner
in Sydney in 2012, hasn't
perhaps made his peace
with the shot yet. It
doesn't matter that he's
come to the middle as a
bit of a repairman after
Rajasthan Royals have
botched another
PowerPlay, this time
after opting to bat first.
And it doesn't matter that
the surface in Guwahati

isn't the most conducive
to play most shots, let
alone something asmind-
bending and laden with
risk. But Ashwin pulls it
off likeonly he could.

It washard to tell that this
was one of the very first

times that Ashwin was
playing the switch-hit
outside the nets. Most
certainly, it wasthevery
first time. Just the way
he hopped around to
become a left-hander,
getting into  his

semicircular journey
even before Rahul
Chahar had released the

ball, felt like second
nature. And then getting
under a leg-stump
delivery and connecting
like no one's watching

him pull off thisheist.
Whilebecoming thelatest
to executeit totheteein
the middle, Ashwin did
add abit of hisowntouch
to the shot. He didn't
change hands while
playing it, something that
Kevin Pietersen can't
stress more about in his
many switch-hit
masterclasses.

For those who haven't
noticed, both Pietersen
and Warner switched
hands while they were
turning around to
become a different-
handed batter, albeit with
minute differences.
Pietersen usualy took his
top-hand off the bat
handle and slid his
bottom-hand up to take
control of the shot he's
going to play but for
Warner, the bottom-hand
came off and the top-

hand didintoitsposition.
Ashwin's hands did no
such thing. They didn't
switch places, instead
sticking to the bat handle
on this new journey that
Ashwin had taken him
around the popping
crease, unaware of what
was to come. It was
amost asif he had made
someone else's shot his
own in a way only he
could.

No wonder Ashwin's
hands looked in atangle
as the bat made contact
with the ball; that's not
what the Pietersens and
Warners have
conditioned us about
switch-hitsbut therewas
nothing ungainly about
how much power Ashwin
was dtill able to impart
into the shot and how far
the ball went on its way
to the boundary.
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