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ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE ENGINEERS OF Tobrowbeat and bully othersis vintage Congress

CPWD CALL ONT
' ¥F

NewDelhi,(KCN):A
group of Assistant
Executive Engineers of
CPWD (2022 and 2023
batches) called on the
President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmu at

Rashtrapati Bhavan
today (March 28, 2024).
Addressing the

Engineers, the President
said that as young
engineers, they are
aware of the threats of
climate change and
global warming and the

conseguent need to adopt
energy-efficient solutions.
Buildings, roadsand other
infrastructure that they

create should be
sustainable, energy-
efficient and

environment-friendly.
They should beinnovative
in their approach so that
they can effectively dedl
with emerging challenges.
She said that in the age
of 3D printing, building
technology hasundergone
a sea change.

Infrastructure and
construction projectscan
now be made climate-
compatible and energy-
efficient. Green
construction is the need
of the hour. Innovative
methods of construction
have the potential to
transform this sector. By
creating designs with
precision, they can break
the boundaries of
conventional
construction. They not
only have to accelerate

the construction process
but also ensure the
minimization of waste
through optimum
resource utilisation.

The President advised
young engineers to not
work in silos but adopt
a collaborative,
forward-looking and
technology-driven
approach. She said that
new and emerging
technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence,
machine learning,

AE PRESIDENT

robots, drones etc. are
disrupting traditional
thinking. However, these
can be used to increase
and improve efficiency,
automate and optimize

processes, increase
productivity, and
improve resource

management. She urged
them to strive for
excellence and make
meaningful contributions
to creating a better,
greener and more
sustainable future.

cul ture, saysPM I\/Iod| onlawyers |etter

NE\NDELHI,(KCN) Resding
to an open letter to the
Chief Justice of India,

D.Y. Chandrachud,
which was signed by
over 600 advocates on
Thursday, Prime
Minister NarendraM odi
said that to "browbeat
and bully others is the
vintage culture of the
Congress".

The country's top
advocates, including
Harish Salve, Pinky
Anand, Manan Kumar
Mishra, Chetan Mittal,
Hitesh Jain, and many
others, sent an open
letter to the CJI on
Thursday morning,
expressing their concern
over the attempts made

by vested interest groups
trying to put pressure on
thejudiciary, influencethe
judicial process, and
defame the courts,
particularly in the
politically sensitive cases.
Throwing his weight
behind the hundreds of

lawyers  protesting
against such vested
interests, PM Modi

pointed out how the
Congress wanted a
‘committed judiciary’ five
decades ago but is now
resorting to ‘bullying
tactics’ for selfish
interests.

Taking to X, PM Modi
wrote, “5 decades ago
itself they had called for
a 'committed judiciary’ -

toCJI

they shamelessly want
commitment from others
for their selfish interests
but desist from any
commitment towardsthe
nation.”

"No wonder 140 crore
Indians are rejecting
them,” PM Modi added,
in a veiled dig at the
grand old party’sflagging
fortunesasthelatter gets
overpowered by itsallies
in the seat-sharing talks
for the ensuing Lok
Sabha elections.

The open letter, dated
March 26, said, "Their
pressure tactics are most
obvious in the political
cases, particularly those
involving political figures
accused of corruption.”

Though the identities of
thevested interest groups
remain unclear, the
lawyersclaimed, "A false
narrative of supposed
‘better past' and 'golden
period' of the courts,
contrasting it with the

happenings in the
present, was being
presented.

'Congressto announce candidates

for Ocisna in April 1st weex’

BHUBANESNAR(KCN):
The Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) has
announced candidates
for 18 Lok Sabha seats
and the Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) has already
released the names of 15
Lok Sabha and 72
Assembly candidates in
Odisha. However, the
Congress has still not
announced any names.

As per senior Congress
leaders, the party will
announce its list of
candidates for the 60
Assembly seats where it
lost in the 2019 election

Mediashou

Chandigarh (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN),
March 28 —During the
Model Code of
Conduct, publishingand
broadcasting newsand
advertisements
according to the rules
andguiddinesset by the
Press Council of India
for print mediaand the
News Broadcasting
Standards Authority
(NBSA) for electronic
media is mandatory
and media should
follow these, said
Haryana Chief
Electoral Officer,
Anurag Agarwal. He
said that themediaaso
playsasignificant role
in conducting the Lok
Sabha general
electionsinafree, fair,

soon. This list will be
released in thefirst week
of April. This was
informed by veteran
Congress leader, Bhakta
Charan Das at a presser
here on Thursday. Dasis
the chairperson of the
Campaign Committee of
the Congressin Odisha.
“The party will first
announce the names of
its nominees in 60
Assembly seats where
our candidates lost in
2019. The leaders who
are still attached to
grassroots workers will
be given priority,” Das

dfo

and peaceful manner.
CEO Agarwal said
this while chairing a
review meeting, here
on Thursday,
regarding the
preparations for the
Lok Sabha general
elections 2024.
The Chief Electoral
Officer said that after
the implementation of
the Model Code of
Conduct, any
candidate or political
party giving
advertisements for
printing or
broadcasting in print
or electronic mediawill
be required to verify
whether the
advertisement has
been certified by the
Media Certification

He further stated that he
would fight in the Narla
Assembly seat in
Kalahandi.

“ After the announcement
of nominees, the party
workers and leaders will
begin their campaigns.
Within one month, many
things will change,” he
asserted.

"I will campaign for our
leaders in all Assembly
and Parliamentary seats.
Patience matters. The
PCC has shortlisted
some candidates. There
are 60 seats where party
leaders had performed
well. Many have polled
35,000 to 65,000 votes
even though they lost.
They have increased
their vote percentage by
at least five per cent.
They have worked hard
for fiveyears,” headded.

and
Committee (MCMCQC).
He said that the
MCM C committee has
been formed at the

Monitoring

central, state, and
district levels, and
candidates or political
parties don't need to
obtain certification

Centrehikeswagerat esfo rworkersunder MGNREGA

NEWDELHI ,(KCN):The
Centre has notified a 3-
10 per cent increase in
the wage rates for

workers under the
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural

Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGA)
for the financial year
2024-25. The new wage
rates will come into
effect from April 1.

Te average MGNREGA
wage nationwide for
2024-25 will be Rs 289

Only 4 per cent of Indian firms are 'mature

NEWDELHI,(KCN):

Only 4 per cent of
organisations in India
havethe"mature" level of
readiness needed to be
resilient against modern

cybersecurity risks, anew
report showed on
Thursday.

Readinessiscritical as82
per cent of respondents
said a cybersecurity
incidentislikely todisrupt

only from Haryana's
MCMC committee.
Candidates or political
parties can also obtain
certification from the
MCMC committee
located in Delhi, which
will also be valid in
Haryana.

He advised the media

up from Rs 261 for 2023-
24 which is an increase
of Rs 28 per day.

The increase in wage
rate varies from 3 per

their business in the next
12to 24 months, according
to Cisco’'s ‘2024
Cybersecurity Readiness
Index,’

However, 88 per cent of
companies still feel
"moderately to very
confident” intheir ability to
defend against a
cyberattack with their
current infrastructure.
"We cannot underestimate

to refrain from
broadcasting
communal, illegal,
casteist, and anti-
national news.

CEO Agarwal,
providing information
about the rules and
guidelines set by the
Press Council of India

cent for Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand to 10.56
per cent for Goaand 10.4
per cent for Karnataka.
In the case of Andhra

the threat posed by our
ownoverconfidence," sad
Jeetu Patel, EVP and
General Manager of
Security and Collaboration
a Cisco.

"Today's organisations
need to prioritise
investments in integrated
platformsand leanintoAl
in order to operate at
machine scale and finaly
tipthescalesinthefavour

and the News
Broadcasting
Standards Authority,
said that during the
Model Code of
Conduct, the media
should refrain from
broadcasting

communal, illegal,
casteist, and anti-
national news.

He said that various
types of advertising
material are printed by
candidates and
political parties for
€l ection campaigning,
SO it is necessary to
send the printed
material by the
publisher and printer to
the office of the
concerned District
Magistrate or Chief
Electoral Officer.

Pradesh, the increase is
10.29 per cent,
Telangana (10.29 per
cent) and Chattisgarh
(9.95 per cent).
Currently, MGNREGA
wages are linked to
changes in the rural
inflation rate as
measured by Consumer
Price Index- Agriculture
Labour.

The Rural Devel opment
Ministry had recently
obtained the Election
Commisson’spermisson

of defenders,” Patel
added. Almost all (99 per
cent) companies globaly
expect to increase their
cybersecurity budgets in
the next 12 months.
About 71 per cent of
companies plan to
significantly upgradetheir
IT infrastructure in the
next 12 to 24 months.
"They must also ensure
that Al is integrated into

He said that if any
individual prints or
broadcasts advertising
material on behalf of a
candidate or political
party, then the media
organization will have
to check whether the
individual has obtained
consent from the
candidate or political
party. If advertising
material isbeing printed
or broadcasted with the
consent of the
candidate or political
party, then the
expenditure of the
advertisement will be
added to the election
expenses of that
candidate or political
party. If any advertising
is being done without
the consent of the

to notify the revised
wage rates as the model
code of conduct has
come into force for the
Lok Sabhaelections.
Workersin Haryanawill
get the highest wage of
Rs 374 per day. The
lowest hasbeenfixed for
Arunachal Pradesh and
Nagaland at Rs 234 per
day.

The Centre hasallocated
Rs 86,000 crore for
MGNREGA intheUnion
budget for 2024-25.

to tackle modern cyber attacks. Report

frontline defenses as part
of their overall
cybersecurity strategy to
fortify their defenses
against evolving threats,
futureproof their
operations, and strengthen
security resilience in a
digital-first world," said
Samir Kumar Mishra,
Director, Security
Business, Cisco India &
SAARC.

Ollow ther ulesset by thePCI and theNBSA duringMCC: CEQ Haryana

candidate or political
party, acasewill befiled
against that individual .
The Chief Electoral
Officer said that the
media should ensure
balanced and unbiased
reporting so that
citizensreceiveaccurate
and truthful news,
avoiding any kind of
misinformation.

Hesaid that toincrease
voters trust, the Voter
Verified Paper Audit
Trail (VVPAT) will be
used again this time.
Whenthevoter castshis
vote, theVVPAT screen
will display thevoter's
votefor 7 seconds. This
gives the voter the
confidencethat thevote
he has cast has goneto
theintended candidate.
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Six-time BJD MP Bhartruhari Mahtab joins BJP

BHUBANESWAR,
(KCN): Six-time MP
Bhartruhari Mahtab, who
recently resigned from
the primary membership
of BijuJanataDal (BJD),
joined Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on
Thursday. Besides,
former BJD MP Siddhant
Mohapatra and noted
litterateur Damayanti
Besraadsojoinedthe BJP
at party headquarters in
Delhi.

Bhartruhari joined the
saffron party formally at
the party headquartersin
New Delhi today. He had
quit the ruling party in
Odisha on March 22. At
that time, speculation
was rife that Mahatab
would join the BJP.

The son of Odisha's
former Chief Minister
Harekrushna Mahtab,

Bhartruhari has been
representing the
prestigious Cuttack
Parliamentary seat since
1998. He had also been
BJD’sfloor leader in Lok
Sabhafrom 2014 to 2019.
He emerged victorious
as a Parliamentarian for
successive six times in
1998, 1999, 2004, 2009,
2014 and 2019.
Bhartruhari bagged the
prestigious Outstanding
Parliamentarian Awardin
2017. He was also
conferred with Sansad
Ratna awards in 2017,
2018, 2019 and 2020.
Also Read | Change that
Odisha needs will start
from Kendrapara:
Baijayant Jay Panda
Bhartruhari is currently
the chairperson of the
Parliament Standing
Committee on Labour,

Textiles and Skill

Development. Heisalso
the deputy chairperson of
the Committee of
Parliament on Official
Language, and amember
of the Public Accounts
Committee.

“My decision to snap my
umbilical cord with BJD

aﬂaﬁuaﬁmr
“WARE

may be harsh but it has
givenmeimmenserelief.
This is because | had
been living with akind of
pain. When it became
unbearable, | took the
decision,” Bhartruhari
had earlier said.

Bhartruhari has been
critical of thefunctioning

CUOQ organisesaspecial lectureon“ Econometric
Modelling-Bridgingtheory and dataanalyss.”

KORAPUT ,(KCN):The
Department of
Economicsat the Central
University of Odisha
hosted a special lecture
titlted "Econometric
Modelling: Bridging
Theory and Data
Analysis' on 27 March
2024 at the Department
of  Economics in
Sunabeda. The esteemed
speaker for the event was
Prof. Pabitra Kumar
Mishra, Head of the
Department of Economic
Studies at the Central
University of Punjab.

The lecture commenced
with warm wishes from

the Hon bIe Vlce-
Chancellor, Prof.
Chakradhar Tripathi, and
the Registrar (1/c), Prof.
N C Panda. Dr. Minati
Sahoo, Head of the
Department of
Economics, welcomed
attendees and introduced
the distinguished guest
and the topic of
discussion.

Prof. Pabitra Kumar
Mishra delved into the
crucial role of
econometricsin bridging
the gap between theory
and reality, emphasizing
the disparity between
laboratory-based

theories and real-world
scenarios. He
underscored the
significance of thisfield
in translating theoretical
frameworks into
practical applications,
advocating for a
reeval uation of economic
history. Drawing
distinctions between
positive and normative
economics, he€elucidated
theevolving landscape of
econometrics and its
implications for solving
contemporary societal
challenges.

Furthermore, Prof.
Mishraelucidated on the

distinctions between
econometrics, statistics,
and mathematics,
ighlighting the
ransformative potential
of econometric modelling
n addressing real-world
ssues. He encouraged
students to enhance their
skillsin utilizing various
software tools to predict
futuretrendsand propose

“solutions to present and
- forthcoming challenges.

The session fostered an
engaging exchange of
ideas between the
resource person and the
participants, comprising
faculty members,
students, and research
scholars from diverse
departments. Dr. Biswajit
Bhoi, Assistant Professor
in the Department of
Economics, conveyed the
vote of thanks, expressing
gratitude to all involved.
Ms. Manisha Gupta, a
Ph.D. Scholars in the
Department of Economics
adeptly compeered the
entiresession, ensuring its
smooth conduct.

Policefoil robbery bid in Khordha,
five arrested with bombs

BHUBANESWVAR,(KCN);
The Commissionerate
Police foiled a major
robbery bid in the Jatani
area in Khordha district
on Wednesday night.
Five robbers were
arrested and five bombs,
three bikes, sharp-edged
weapons and iron rods
were seized, police said
on Thursday.

As per reports, some
jewellers and
businessmenwereonthe
target of the gang of
robbers. Armed with
bombs, the gang was
planning for arobbery at
adesolate place near the
Benapanjari water tank
last night. After getting
information about the
gang, police in plain

(it @ AT -~

clothes walked to the
place and managed to
overpower the gang.

As per police, the
accused have several
cases relating to
bombing, loot and
robberies pending against
themin different parts of
the state and in
Bhubaneswar.
Speaking to the media,

DCP Prateek Singh said,
"Jatani Police got
information about agang
that has been involved in
cases of robbery and loot.
All  are hardened
criminals. Cash vans and
commercial vehicleswere
ontheir target.” Policewent
to the place with proper
planning and arrested them,
said the DCP.

of the BJD and the
Odisha government in
multiple editorials of his
newspaper.

Notably, Bhartruhari’s
resignation from BJD
came a day after the
Special Court for MP/
MLASs framed charges
againgt himin connection

F,"
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with the alleged assault
on apolice officer.

After joining the BJP,
Mahtab said,
"Sometimes, taking a
decision in life becomes
inevitable. As per my
experience of 28 years,
three things such as
nationalism, ekatmata

— g | g——

and purvoday canonly be
achieved through the
BJP. Going by thelast 10
years of experience, |
thought it wisetojointhe
BJP. | am thankful to the
BJP'stop leadership. The
enthusiasm of Prime
Minister NarendraModi,
the confidence of Home
Minister Amit Shah and
the inspiration of the
party’snational president
will help me to move
ahead. | am going to start
anew inningsalongwith
anew team and | hope |
will get the support of
al.”

Thanking the BJP's top
leadership, Damayanti
Besra said, "l was with
the people earlier.
Inspired by 'sab ka saath,
sab ka vikash," I will
work for the welfare of
al. The BJP has given
me achanceto fulfil this

r —_——

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN FOR

purpose.”

She also added that a
change is going to take
place in Odisha and in
fact, thewindsof change
areblowingin Odisha. "l
will reach out to women
who have been deprived
of development,” she
added.Sidhant
Mohapatra thanked the

BJP and said, "It wasin
2009 when | went to
Gujarat and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
was the Chief Minister
there. | noticed certain
things there. He was
thinking of the peopleand
| was inspired by him. |
want to see the
transformation that the
Prime Minister has been
bringing about in the
country in Odisha too. |
will be working for the
betterment of the people
of Odisha.”
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55 Rajamouli Brews Candid Conversation With ~ KhoCaettun enan Adyaro

Prashanth Neel, Prabhas, and Prithvira

Ahead of the release of
'Salaar Part 1
CeaseFire', starring
Prabhas and directed by
Prashanth Neel, ace
director SS Rajamouli
interviews Prabhas,
director Prashanth Neel
and Prithviraj
Sukumaran. Following
the massive response to
the teaser, trailer and the
songs the film is doing
magic in the advance
booking which was
opened recently. In a
recent surprise, the
makers Hombale Films
made a  special
announcement revealing
an exciting
announcement of the
interview ahead of the

film's release on
Tuesday, December
19th.

Sharing the teaser of the
interview, makerswrote,
"The special interview
with @ssrajamouli garu
and the dynamic trio of
#Salaar will be released
this Tuesday, December
19th. Stay tuned for the
full interview. #Prabhas
#PrashanthNeel
@PrithviOfficial
#SalaarCeaseFire
#Sd aarCeeseHreOnDec22"

The anticipation of the
audiences for the
excitement is sure to be
raised as watching the
trio SS Rajamouli -
Prashanth Neel and
Prabhas together is one
of a kind experience.
Hombale Films, Salaar:
Part 1: Ceasefire will
star Prabhas along with
Prithviraj Sukumaran,
Shruti Haasan, and
Jagapathi Babu. Made
under the direction of
Prashanth Nedl, the film
is produced by Vijay
Kiragandur. Thefilmwill
bereleased intheatreson
December 22, 2023.

The Salaar: Part 1 -
Ceasefire also marksthe

Fans Flock To M eet

MASSIVE NumbersAt'

As Shah Rukh Khan's
much-awaited Dunki is
all setforitsinthisweek,
the superstar has kick-
started its promotional
journey in full force.
Leaving the audience
excited, SRK isleaving
no stone unturned by

spreading his charm
across the world.
Kickstarting the
promotional journey
from Dubai, SRK
received a grand
welcome from the
people on the Dunki
Day 1 promotionwith a

biggest collaboration of
the two powerhouses of
Indian cinema, the KGF
director Prashanth Neel

and 'Baahubali’ star
Prabhas, who are coming
together for thefirst time
to create this mega
action-packed cinematic
spectacle.Prabhas plays
the titular character of
Salaar in the film, along
with an ensemble cast of
Prithviraj Sukumaran,
Shruti Haasan, and
Jagapathi Babu. The
movie hasbeen produced
by Vijay Kiragandur
under Hombale Films.

Few monthsago, makers
unveiled theteaser of the
film.The teaser delivers

Sukumaran

glimpses of the thrilling
action fromtheextensive
universe created by Nedl.
Well-studded  with
massive scale and
ensemble cast, the
makers have treated the
viewers to some eye-
capturing glimpsesinthe
violent teaser. Intheless
than 2-minute teaser,
veteran actor Tinnu
Anand can be seenin a
fearless avatar
surrounded by several
armed men who point
their gunsat himand are
ready tofireandit further
goes on to introduce
Prabhas, asif hinting that
he is the king of the
jungle.

Shah Rukh Khan In
Dunki' Event In Dubai

grand setup for his
entry at the Global
Village.

SRK recently visited
VOX Cinemas Dubai
andit took notimefor the
audienceto goinsaneon
his entry. Dubai gave a
grand welcome to SRK

as he visited Deira City
Centre for the VOX
cinemas event. Hooting
and cheering of the
people filled the
auditorium while SRK
spread his charm as
aways.

apur, uhanak han, ShanayaK apoor
ExudeUber Coal VibesAt Scregning

Ahead of the highly-anticipated release of Zoya
Akhtar-directorial 'Kho Gaye Hum Kahan', the
makers organized a special screening in Mumbai.
Aditya Roy Kapur, Suhana K han, Shanaya Kapoor,
amid othersturned up for the glittery event. Ananya
Panday, Siddhant Chaturvedi, and Adarsh Gourav-
starrer 'Kho Gaye Hum Kahan' is slated for a
December 26 release.

Helmed by debutant director Arjun Varain Singh, 'Kho
Gaye Hum Kahan' is a'coming-of-digital-age' story
about threefriendsintheir mid-20s navigating lifein

theworld of social media. Adarsh Gourav shared, "l
am incredibly grateful to producers and filmmakers
like ZoyaAkhtar, who believein actorslike me who
have carved their own paths. Zoya is a dynamic
director with animpeccable eyefor talent, and | feel
privileged to be apart of her much-awaited project,
'Kho Gaye Hum Kahan'. | find myself lucky to be
working and collaborating with such great mindsand
the fact that they recognise my work and have given
meroleslikethe onein Kho Gaye".Inthe movie, the
captivating narrative revolves around the lives of
Imaad (Siddhant Chaturvedi), Ahana (Ananya
Panday), and Neil (Adarsh Gourav). This relatable
tale follows the intertwined journeys of these three
best friends as they navigate the challenges of
aspirations, relationships, and emotions, offering a
glimpse into their shared experiences and personal
growth against the bustling cityscape of Mumbai.
Kho Gaye Hum Kahan' chroniclesthelives of Imaad
(Siddhant Chaturvedi), Ahana (AnanyaPanday) and
Neil (Adarsh Gourav), through the very relatable
journey of three best friends together navigating
aspirations, relationshipsand emotions. Bringing their
infectious energy from reel to real, the young and
dynamic cast hel ped turn awall on the bustling street
in Mumbai into a vibrant mural capturing their
friendship and inviting the crowdstojoin their journey
asthey kick off the promotions for the film.

'Kho Gaye Hum Kahan' is set to arrive on December
26 on Netflix.

DishaPatani Misses Susnant Singh Raj put As'MSDhoni: TheUntold

Actor Disha Patani
remembered |late actor
Sushant Singh Rgjput on
the occasion of their film
'MS Dhoni: The Untold
Story' 7th anniversary.
Taking to Instagram,
Dishashared aclip from
the movie featuring
herself and Sushant.

Sharing the video, she
wrote, “ Grateful for this
beautiful journey and my
firstfilminHindi cinema
Love whole heartedly
and cherish theoneswho
make you happy safe and
heard life's too short for
regrets! We couldn’t say
goodbyebut i hopeyou're

happy and at peace”
As soon as she shared
the video, fans and
industry friendschimedin
the comment section.
Actor Anil Kapoor wrote,
“Phenomenal scene ..
both of you are so good
" One of the users
wrote, “ One of thefinest
scenes from this movie”
Another commented,
“Missu SSR.”
Helmed by Neergj
Pandey, 'MS Dhoni: The
Untold Story' biopicison
one of the most
celebrated cricketers in
our country, Mahendra
Singh Dhoni. The film

Sory' Clocks 7 Years, Says Couldn t Say Goodbye

wasreleased in 2016 and
saw the late Sushant
Singh Rajput essayingthe
rolecf Dhoni. It dsostarred
KiaraAdvani.

Disha, with her girl-next-
door apped and million-
dollar smile, instantly
becamethetak of thetown.
Her chemigiry with Sushant
waswiddy gopreciated. The
biopic turned out to be one
of the biggest hits of
Sushant's career, who went
on to receive several
nominations in the Best
Actor category at that
year's awards ceremonies
for his performance in the
film.

L eo Advance Booking: Vljay sActlon Thriller To

Become Highest Tamil Opener In UK

The overseas market for
filmsfrom South cinema
have opened up in a big
way post blockbuster
releases like 'KGF',
'Pushpa, 'Jailer’ among
others. Movie buffswho
are in abroad have their
eyes set on Thalapathy's
Vijay's upcoming Tamil
film'Leo: Bloody Swest'.
The film is expected to
get agrand opening inthe
UK as indicated by the
advance booking of the
movietickets.

'Leo' has already beaten
the record set by Mani
Ratnam's  'Ponniyin
Selvan I' in advance
booking. Thefilm marks
Vijay and filmmaker

Lokesh Kanagaraj's
reunion after the 2021
blockbuster ‘Master'.

Taran Adarsh shared a
report on advance
booking of thefilminthe
UK and posted on X,
"VIJAY: 'LEC
SETTING NEW
BENCHMARKS...
#ThalapathyVijay's#Leo
is SHATTERING
RECORDS #Overseas.
Distributed in #UK and
#Europe by
#AhimsaEntertainment,
with 19 daysleft, thefilm
has already taken the
*#Tamil* Day 1 #BO
crown in #UK from the
previously held #PS1.
#Leo is targeting to

surpass the current
single-day earnings for
an INDIAN film in
#UK, arecord presently
held by #Pathaan."

The Lokesh Kanagargj
directoria has begun on
an excellent start and has
already crossed USD
100K in the US for the

gross.
'‘Leo' isall settoarrivein
theatres worldwide on
October 19. The much-
awaited film stars Vijay
and Trisha, alongside
Sanjay Dutt, Arjun Sarja,
Gautham Vasudev
Menon, Mansoor Ali
Khan and Mysskin.

The film was officialy
announced in January
2023 with tentative title
‘Thalapathy 67, as it is
Vijay's 67th film as a
lead actor. Apart from
- Tamil, itisexpected to be
premiere shows. As rel eased |r?mgUbbed
reported by the trade versionsinduding Telugu,

website sacnilk, the film
! Kannada, Mdayalamand
has sold around 5800 Hindi |anguages.

ticketsworth USD 130K
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Do we still need film society movement?

Vivek Shukla

Arguably, it isnot very
often you would find a
book on the world of
films that has an
introduction by Adoor
Gopalakrishnan and a
note by Shyam Bengal .
That botharegeniusfilm
makers IS an
understatement. They
haveinspired generations
of film buffs and film
makers. It goes to the
credit of formidable
author and journalist
V.K. Cherianto get the
thoughts of Adoor
Gopalakrishnan and
Shyam Bengal for his
recently published book
— ‘Celluloidto Digital:
India’s Film Society
Movement'.

Let’s first know that
whatisfilmsociety isdl
about ? Well, a film
society isamembership-
based club where people
can watch screenings of
films which would
otherwise not be shown
IN mainstream cinemas.
In Spain, Ireland and
Italy, they areknown as
"cineclubs”, and in
Germany they are
known as "film clubs’.
They usually have an
educational aim,

introducing new
audiences to different
audiovisual works
through an organized
and prepared program
of screenings.

V.K. Cherian hasdone
a yeoman service in
documenting perhaps
thefirst comprehensive
account of the seven-
decade-longjourney of
the Film Society
MovementinIndiaand
how it helped Indian
cinema come into its
own as a global entity
now. Till the 1950s, 80%
of thefilmsscreenedin
Indiawerefrom abroad
and the country was not
onthemap of theglobal
film world. Today, the
country isdominated by
Indian films and has a
placeindl Internationa
filmfedtivas, competing
againgt Hollywood with
itsBollywoodfilms The
massivetransformation
iscreditedtoIndianfilm
policies, new film
ingitutionsandthe HIm
Society movement. But
do such policies and
movementshaveafuture
in the digital era?
Celluloid to Digital:
India’'s Film Society
Movement delvesinto
thisquestionintheOTT
age. When and how did
the film society
movement begin in
India? What was it all
about? V.K. Cherian
answers all these
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questionsingreat detall.
The world of cinema
andtheatreisvery close
to the heart of V.K.
Cherian eventhough he
is a career journalist
who had worked with
many important
publicationsin the past.
He had a tryst with
theatrewhen hewasin
hiscollegeinKerda. Of
course, that has hel ped
himin bringing out such
afabulousbook on our
film society movement.
Honestly, not many
bookshavebeenwritten
onthissubject.
V.K. Cherianwritesthe
first officia film society
in India, the Bombay
Film Society was
started in 1940, to
expose budding Indian
documentary film
makers to the best of
world documentary
especially theworksof
Grierson, Wright,
Jenningsand others so

that they could be
engaged to make
effectivewar effortfilms
fortheRa.

However, it was the
Calcutta Film Society
(CFS), established by
Satyqgjit Ray andfriends
on Oct 5, 1947, which
actually precipitated a
movement of urban
English educated
youngsters of India,
looking for an “Indian
idiom” in films. The
movement received a
huge boost after the
unprecedented national
and International
recognition which
“Pather Panchali”
directed by the film
society pioneer Ray

bagged.

If Satygjit Ray wasthe
pioneer of Film society
movement in India,
Mrinal Sen and Ritwik
Ghatak have also
playedkey roleingiving
impetus to the

movement. The hub of
the movement Kolkata
produced film makers
like Buddhadev Das
Gupta, Goutam Ghose,
Sandip Ray, AparnaSen

and Dibyendu
Chakraborty etc. KA
Abbas was aso afilm
society veteranand his
Film Forumin Bombay
saw the emergence of
Shyam Benegd, Govind
Nihdani,AK Kaul, Basu
Bhattacharya, Basu
Chatterjee and Khalid
Mohammed and even
Shoojit Sircar. In
Bangalorethelineupis
impressive with
Pattabhirama Reddy,
Girish Karnad, BV
Karantha, @ Prema
Karanth, Kavitha
Lankesh and Girish
Kasaravalli. In
Maharashtra, Jabbar
Patdl and VijayaMehta
andevenVijay Tendulker
stand out from the
movement. In Kerala,

themovementwasled by
Adoor Gopalakrishnan.
G Aravindan, TV
Chandran, PA Becker,
KG George, John
Abraham were also
inspired by the FSM.
V.K. Cherianwrites, “
Prime Minister
Jawaharlal  Nehru
spotted the potential of
the Film Society
Movement asearly asin
1950s, by organizingthe
first internationa film
fedtivd of AainIndiain
1952

Till the 1970s, film
societies were the only
window toworldcinema
for thousands across
India. But with modern
technology — VHS
tapes, CDs, Blue Rays
and now the ubiquitous
pendrivesandinternet—
many classics are now
avalabletothepublicfor
free. As Adoor
Gopdakrishnanwritesin
the book’s foreward,

“Film society lost the
uniqueposition of being
theoneand only window
toworldcinema”

Film Societies has
focuseditsactivitieson
the promotion of good
cinema, worked to
acquirefeatureand short
filmstofeeditsmember
unitsfor screenings, and
associate it with both
nationa andinternationa
organisationsundertaking
smilarwork.

However, astheworld
has changed with the
passage of time, Film
Societies are no longer
theexclusvewindow on
best of films, but they are
4till theconnoisseursand
professionals place,
especidly for thebudding
Oones.

V.K. Cherian also
writes about the Delhi
Film Society (DFS). “
DFS was the most
privileged of the film
societies across India
Themembershipandthe
leadership were the
who'swhoof thenation's
capital inthe 1960sand
1970s. Diplomatic
missionsviedwitheach
other to patronise the
DFS by offering their
filmsandbringinginfilm
makers from their
respective countries to
meet Ddhi’sfilmbuffs”
It may berecdl that the
Film Club of India
International Centre is
one of the oldest

functioningfilmsocieties
in Delhi. Open to all
membersof thellC, the
focusof theFImClubis
to screen films of merit
and excellence that are
not normaly availablein
thecommercial circuit,
experimental worksand
arthousecinema. Fourto
six films are screened
every monthandfedtivals
and retrospectives
organisedfocusngonthe
work of well-known
directors, actors, genre
or country.
Retrospectivesorganised
haveincluded theworks
of directors such as
Ingmar Bergman
(Sweden), Akira
Kurosawa, YasujiroOzu,
and Takeshi Kitano
(Japan), Fritz Lang,
Rainer Werner
Fassbinder, Werner
Herzog and Wim
Wenders(Gamany), Jeen
Renoair, Francois Truffaut
and Jean Luc Godard
(France), VittoriodeSica,
Fier PaoloPasdlini (Italy).
In this highly readable
book, V.K. Cheriandeds
with series of pertinent
questions like : Do film
adieshaveafutureinthe
Digitd Era? Thedebateon
Box Office Versus
Meaningful HIms?If you
love cinema from your
heart, thisbook published
by ATLANTICpublishers
isforyouandyourilk.

TheAuthor isaDdhi
based columnig and

former Editor

Pride of a Teacher

Manas Ranjan Mahapatra

Onceopon atimel was
aschool headmaster at
Umerkote, then in
Koraput district of
Odisha. | dsotaughtin
variouscentresof higher
learning throughout the
country as a visiting
faculty in the last four
decades. | fed nostalgic
every year when
Teachers Day comeson
5 September.

Many of my friendsmay
haveforgotten that once
upon atime | was a
vigtingfaculty intheDe hi
University's College of
Vocational Studies in
their PG Coursein Book
Publishing for about 5
years.| used to teach
Editing.My friendsDr G
SJolly wasdsoteaching
Editing and Kalyan
Banerjee and Sumit
Bhattacharjee on Book
Production.

My assignment as a
faculty came as a
surprise .Sumit and |
were good friends and
were commuting to
office together.His

assignment from the
Univergty camefirst,he
wasan aumni too of the
College of Vocational
Studies.| used to
accompany him as we
were to go back home
together.Prof Jolly did
not know that I am a
vigtingfaculty inlIMC
and a few centres of
excellence.Urvashi
Butaiawasoncesharing
with him the job of
teaching editing.Oneday
he surprised me by
offeringtoteach editing.
So,l started teaching
Book Editing .We used
to reach the college
everyday by 6 pm.Itwas
anevening coursein SdIf
Financing Mode. There
were two 50 minutes
periods.Our students
were mostly
professionals or those
preparing for
competitive
examinations.One of
them,Sakul Kundrahad
already completed his
M Phil and was doing
Ph.D in History at
JNU.He was our best
student and got Gold
Medal in his batch.He
used to send me
Teachers Day gift for
many years even after
the college stopped the
course.Now he is a
Professor .

Besides Sakul | fondly
remember two
girls.Onewasworking
with Sage Publications
and the other with
Macmilan.If | correctly
recollect ,Swati was
with Sage.She used to
comeeveryday at 7.30
pmandwaswith at least
two questions which
was to be instantly
replied by me.And,the
other girl working with
Macmilanwanted notes
from me for her
preparation for the
examination.

‘But | have never
prepared notes in my
entire career..'l told
the girl.She was
upbesat.shethought that
| am probably
hiding.One day she
reached my officewith
her parents with a
packet of sweet.

'If you havecomeon a
courtesy call,l accept
this sweet packet and
will gladly share with
Sumit and other
colleagueshereasitis
frommy student. And if
you want any favour |
am afraid,| may have
to regret accepting
your gift.Please don't
misunderstand me..'l
said.

Then he divulged his
intention.His doubt

was,since | have two
post graduate degrees
with two decades of
experience in the
field,I must have
prepared notes and
may not be willing to
share.'Believe me ,my
daughter will useitonly
for her
examination..,” he
assured

'| am ateacher,| never
disbelieve my
students,| said.

Then | asked,'You
want your daughter to
be an editor or a
clerk.If you want her
to be an editor,l will
do that labour.And,if
you want her to be a
clerk,l can
recommend her some
help series books for
preparation.’

'And examination...be
sure shewill get over
90 percent marks.l
know her standard,’|
concluded.

We had anicetimein
gossip.He never came

back to me.His
daughter got 97
percent in her
examination.

And, two years ago |
met the CEO of Sage
Publicationsin aPanel
Discussion. He
informed me that my
other student Swati

now headsthe Editorial
Division of a noted
Publishing House at
Singapore.

Teachers Day isnot a
day for students to
remember their
teachers,it can be the
other way round. feel
honoured that Sakul
Kundra is now is a
Professor in Fiji
University and Swati
heads the Editorial
Division of an
international publishing
house .Thisisagreat
honour for me as a
teacher.

| dedicate my success
as a teacher to them
who taught me in
school, college or post
graduate classes. They
have indeed opened
the sky for metofly.

Visiting Professor
of Development
Communication
Former Director, |
& PR and Culture,
North Eastern
Council Ministry of
DoNER, Govt. of
India

Former Director,
Book Publishing
Coursesé& Editor,
NCCL National
Book Trust,
Ministry of HRD,
Govt. of India

Doorway Effect

Dr. Samrat Kar

The

‘doorway
effect’, or 'location updating
effect’, claims that we tend
to forget items of recent
significance immediately
after crossing a boundary.
Definitions of doorway. the
entrance (thespaceinawall)
through which you enter or
leavearoomor building; the
space that a door can close.
“he stuck his head in the
doorway” synonyms: door,
room access, threshold. He
stood in the doorway,
wonderingif heshouldgoin.
Homelesspeopledeepinthe
doorways of the shops.
The Doorway
Effect occurs because we
changeboth the physical and
mental  environments,
moving to a different room
and thinking about different
things. That hagtily thought
up goal, which was probably
only one plate among the
many weretryingto spin, gets
forgotten when the context
changes. Corridors and
doorways are places of
transit. The likelihood of
meeting someone in one of
theselocationsishigher than
in other places because
there's a concentration of
interactions. People aren't
normally scheduling a
meeting in acorridor it'sjust
the place where they met
someone.
Psychologists
believethat walking through
adoor and entering another

room creates a “mental
blockage” in the brain,
meaning that walking
through open doors resets
memory to make room for a
new episodeto emerge. This
isgeneraly referred to asthe
doorway effect.

New researchfrom
University of Notre Dame
Psychology  Professor
Gabridl Radvansky suggests
that passing through
doorways is the cause of
these memory lapses.
“Entering or exiting through
a doorway serves as an
‘event boundary' inthemind,
which separates episodes of
activity andfilesthemaway,”
Radvansky explains.

The  doorway
effect is a known
psychologica event wherea
person's short-term memory
declines when passing
through a doorway moving

from onelocation to another
whenitwouldnot if they had
remained in the same place.
Many  studies have
investigated how memory
might beaffected by passing
through doorways.
Astoundingly, these studies
show doorways cause
forgetting, and this effect is
S0 consistent it has come to
be known as the “doorway
effect”.

To help prevent
the doorway effect from
happening, one tip
Radvansky suggests is
carrying something with
you into the other room to
help remind you of your
goal. For example, if you're
walking tothe garageto get
a screwdriver, you might
carry ascrew with you.
Psychiatrist, TheBrain

Foundation, Purighat
Road, Cuttack,Mob.:
9132433333

L etter to Editor

Dear sir,

reused cooking ails.
Dr.Vijaykumar H K
Raichur, Karnataka

Regulate Reused Cooking Oils

Incommercid settingslikerestaurants, it'scommon
practice not to discard oil after a single use.
Unfortunately, with deep frying, failureto regularly
change the oil can lead to the generation of trans
fatsthrough repeated reheating, potentially causing
inflammation in the body as per health
experts.Unhealthy oilscan adversely affect mainly
heightening therisk of cardiovascular diseasesand
type 2 diabetes.Repeated heating of oil also leads
totheaccumulation of visibleandinvisiblegranules,
atering the oil's composition and introducing neo-
formed compounds (NFCs) over time. Thisprocess
diminishestheail'snutritional quality.FSSAI lacks
regulations or definitions for reused cooking oails,
often leading food safety officialstorely on visual
cues such as color or appearance. Therefore it's
imperative for FSSAI to frame regulations for
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TheVice President of India and Chairman, Rajya Sabha, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar in a group photograph with the members of FICCI Ladies Organisation (FLO) at Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi
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KOLKATA,(KCN):One
of Nepal's most
important rivers, the
Gandak (or Narayani or
Gandaki) flows into the
Indian subcontinent from
the left bank of the
Ganges. To evaluate the
ecological management
of this river and the
effects of human

activities on it, the

NMCG team from
ICAR-Central Inland
Fisheries Research
Institute (ICAR-CIFRI),
Barrackpore, performed
acomprehensive survey
in March 2024. The
survey covered a wide
range of topics, including
fish distribution patterns,
ecological traits,
community structure
changes, and diversity. A
total of five sampling
sites in Bihar were
selected for theanalysis:
Anandpur Ghat in Patna
District, Mahadev Ghat
in Saran District, Rewa
Ghat in Muzaffarpur

District, Dak Bangla
Ghat and Dumaria Ghat
in Gopalganj District
along the Gandak River.
The investigation
revealed that the water of
the Gandakriver had a
slightly alkaline nature,
with a pH range of 6.94
to 7.9 Additionaly, the
Dissolved Oxygen (DO)
level was found to be
within the optimal range
of 3.7 to 5.2 ppm.
Consequently, the river
environment

ventures River
Gandakfor Sustainability

determined to be a
favorable habitat for the
survival of fish. A total
of54 fish species were
recorded in the Gandak
River during the
sampling. Fishes like
Eutropiichthys vacha,
Mystus tengara, Cabdio
morar, Notopterus
notopterusetc werefound
as major dominant
species in the Gandak.
The whole length of the
river was traversed by
sightings of the Gangetic

1st Flight Of Light Combat Aircraft
TejasM klA Conducted Successtully

Bengaluru(KCN): The
first aircraft LA5033 of
the Tejas Mk1A series
successfully soared in
the sky after taking off
from the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) facility in
Bengaluru today, the
public sector aerospace
and defence company
said.

According to HAL, the
Tejas MK1A aircraft did
a successful sortie with
a flying time of 18
minutes. The plane was
piloted by Chief Test
Pilot Group Captain K K
Venugopal (Retired).
"HAL achieved this
significant production
milestone with
concurrent design and

development amid major
supply chain challenges
intheglobal geopolitical
environment, subsequent
to the contract signature
in February 2021," HAL
Chief Managing Director
CB Ananthakrishnan
said.

Extending itsgratitudeto
theMinistry of Defence,
Indian Air Force,
Defence Research and
Development
Organisation (DRDO)
and associated private
firmsfor contributing to
the success of this
programme, HAL said
the country can look
forward to early
induction of the Tejas
MKk1A by the IAF, and
more numbers through

the three lines of
production established
at HAL.

"The Tejas MK1A will
have an advanced
electronic RADAR,
warfare and
communication
systems, additional
combat capability and
improved maintenance
features," HAL said.
The agreement was
aimed at manufacturing
BMI Engine Bay Door
for the series
production of Light
Combat Aircraft
(LCA) - Tejas MK1A -
an indigenous 4.5
generation, all-weather
and multi-role fighter
aircraft for thelndian Air
Force.

Dolphin  (Platanista
gangetica). Along the
banks and bars of the
river Gandak, agricultural
activity was detected at
most sample stations. To
assess the present
Situation, asocioeconomic
survey wascarried out on
the fishermen during the
visit. Although they are
making moreof an effort,
thefisherman ontheriver
Gandak are seeing a
sgnificant declineintheir
catch. Reduced meshsize

of fishing nets, illegal
electrofishing, and
pesticide usage to catch
fish are the main causes
of thisdrop. Thishasled
to economic hardship and
socid unrest asfishermen
seek employment in other
industries, such as
agriculture, tourist boat
operation, or migration to
other states. As part of
their ongoing efforts,
ICAR-CIFRI has
launched public
awareness initiatives at
several sampling sitesand
other riverbank places. An
educational presentation
was given to local
populationsand fishermen
to highlight the negative
effects of destructive
fishing methods, plastic
use, and chemical
pollution, among other
programs aimed at
raising  awareness
about the importance of
fish conservation and
river ecology
mai ntenance.

Chirag Paswan Confident That NDA Will Win
All 40 Lok Sabha Seats In Bihar

Patna(KCN): Chirag
Paswan, who is part of
the NDA alliance in
Bihar, isconfident of his
party's showing in the 5
seats that they are
contesting. Pawan today
accompanied hisbrother-
in-law Arun Bharti ashe
filed hisnomination from
Jamui.

The LIP (Ramvilas) is
contesting on Vaishali,
Hajipur, Samastipur,
Khagaria and Jamui
seats.

Chirag Paswan, who is
a sitting MP from the
Jamui Lok Sabha
congtituency, hasallotted
the seat to Arun Bharti
thistime. Chirag himself
iscontesting the Hajipur
seat against his uncle
Pashupati Paras.
During abrief interaction
with media Chirag said,
"There is no doubt that
NDA aliancewill winall
40 seats (in Bihar). Our
aliance candidates are
filing their nominationin
Gaya, Jamui and
Nawada today."

BJP's Bihar chief and
deputy chief minister
Samrat Choudhary also
exuded confidence on
theAlliancevictory
"NDA candidates will
file their nominations
today. Our aimistowin
all 40 seats (in Bihar),"
Samrat Choudhary said.
Meanwhile, leader of
Hindustani Awam
Morcha (HAM) and
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA)
candidate, Jitan Ram
Manjhi, filed his
nomination from Gaya
on Thursday.

While BJP's Rajya
Sabha MP Vivek
Thakur, son of former
Union Minister C P
Thakur, will befiling his
nomination from
Nawada, the seat was
represented by LJP

(Paras) Chandan
Kumar who was €l ected
in 20109.

On March 18, theruling
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA)
announced seat-sharing

in Bihar for the Lok
Sabhapollswith the BJP
set to contest 17 seats
and JD-(U) 16. Jitan
Ram Manjhi-led
Hindustani Aawam
Morcha (HAM) and
Rashtriya Lok Samta
Party (RLSP) will
contest one seat each.
Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) will contest
five seats.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, the NDA,
comprising the BJP, JD
(V), and LJP, dominated
the 2019 elections by
winning 39 out of 40
seats.

In contrast, the
Mahagathbandhan, led
by RJD, INC, and

RLSP, managed to
secure only one seat.
The BJP won 17 seats
with a vote share of
24.1%, JD(U) won 16
seats with a vote share
of 22.3%, and LJP won
6 seats with avote share
of 8%. The INC could
only secure one seat with
a vote share of 7.9%.

Axis Bank Credit Card Users|Impacted By
Fraudulent Transactions. Report

Mumbai(KCN):
Several customers
having AxisBank credit
cards have been
impacted by fraudulent
overseastransactions, a
senior official fromthe
third largest private
sector lender said today.
Sanjeev Moghe, head of
cards and payments at
the city-based lender,
said starting Tuesday
evening, customers
witnessed unauthorised
transactionswherethey
received transaction
aerts on certain low-
value purchases being
carried out at some e
commercesites.

Therehasbeen "no data
breach" at the bank's
end, Mr Moghe said,
assrting that thescd e of
suchtransactionsisvery
l[imited and customers
dataissafeand secure.
Amid growing social
mediachatter about such
unauthorised
transactions going
through, Mr Moghesaid
the bank's internal
mechanisms stopped
some transactions but
added that many

customers have been
impacted.

The bank witnessed
spends of about ? 500
crore per day by its
credit card customers,
Mr Moghesaid, adding
that when compared
withit, theextent of such
transactions has been
"very smdl".

Asked for moredetails,
he said it is a small
fraction of the overall

spends and added that
"we are speaking about
thousands and lakhs".
Hea so hinted that such
incidentshappenedfor a
day, and have stopped.

Fraudsters gained
access to a few card
numbersand matched it
with the expiry datesto
carry out the
unauthorised
transactions, he said,
explaining that asthese

are

international
transactions, they cango
through without any
second factor
authentication likeaone
time password over
SMSor eventhe CVV
number.

To aquery on how the
datacan be sourced by
thefraudgters hesadthe
firg axdigitsinal6-digit
number are bank-
specific, and added that

the card numberscan be
picked upwhenthecard
isgivenfor paymentsat
petrol pumps or
restaurants.

Asked if other banks
have also experienced
smilaringancesastheir
customers credit card
numbers can also get
picked up in a similar
way, Mr Moghesaid he
isnotimmediately avare
about thesame.
AxisBank isreplacing
the credit cards for the
impacted customers, and
charging back the
debited amount, Mr
Moghesaid, adding that
thisis not a hit for the
lender.

The Reserve Bank has
been informed about the
incidents and the bank
will have to look at
strategieslike auditsto
avoid suchincidentsin
thefuture, hesaid.

The Axis Bank scrip
closed 0.50 per cent
down at ? 1,048.30 a
piece on the BSE on
Thursday as against
gansof 0.90 per centon
thebenchmark.
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Adani Portsto acquire95% stakein Odisha’s

Gopalpur Port for Rs1,349 crore

Berhampur(KCN):
Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd
(APSEZ)  Tuesday
announced the
acquisition of a 95 per
cent stake in Gopal pur
Ports in Odisha from
Shapoorji Pallonji Group
and Orissa Stevedores
Ltd at an equity value of
Rs 1,349 crore.

In Gopalpur Ports,
Shapoorji Pallonji Group
(SP Group) firm SP Port
Maintenance Pvt Ltd has
a 56 per cent stake and
Orissa Stevedores Ltd
(OSL) has a44 per cent
stake. Gopalpur Port is
an all-weather deep-
water berthing port with
a capacity of 20 million
tonnes per annum
(MTPA) situated in
Ganjam district of
Odisha.

In a regulatory filing,
APSEZ said that it has
entered into definitive
agreements to acquire
the entire 56 per cent
shareholding of SPGroup
and a 39 per cent stake
of OSL in Gopal pur Port
Ltd (GPL). OSL will
continue asaJVv partner
with a5 per cent stake,
thefiling added.

APSEZ said the equity
consideration for a 95
per cent stakeisRs 1,349
crore, with an enterprise
value of Rs 3,080 crore,
subject to closing
adjustments.

In addition to the

enterprise value stated
above there is a
contingent consideration
of Rs 270 crores
estimated to be payable
after 5.5 years, subject to
fulfilment of certain
conditionsasagreed with
the sellers, it added.
Along with deferred
payments, total
enterprise value is Rs
3,350 crore.

In a separate filing, SP
Group informed that it
has agreed to sell its
stakein Gopal pur Port to
APSEZ at an enterprise
value of Rs 3,350 crore,
as part of its
deleveraging strategy
with planned asset
monetisation.
“Acquisition of Gopal pur
PortsLimited (GPL) will
drive synergy with our
existing ports and
strengthen APSEZ’s
presence on the East
Coast,” APSEZ said.
“The acquisition of
Gopalpur Port will allow
us to deliver more
integrated and enhanced
solutions to our
customers,” APSEZ
managing director Karan
Adani said.

Adani added that its
location will allow
APSEZ unprecedented
accessto themining hubs
of Odisha and
neighbouring states and
allow us to expand our
hinterland logistics
footprint.

The port had recently
signed up with Petronet
LNG to set up a
greenfield LNG
regasification terminal.

In FY24, GPL is
estimated to handle
about 11.3 MMT cargo
(up 52 per cent Y-0-Y)
and earn arevenue of Rs
520 crore (up 39 per cent
Y-0-Y). The estimated
EBITDA will be Rs 232

crore(YoY growth of 65
per cent).
“In our view, the

Gopalpur Port is all set
for strong growth and
margin expansion in
FY’ 25with opportunities
already identified for

achieving higher
operational efficiencies
and infra

debottlenecking, implying
further value accretion
for APSEZ
shareholders,” APSEZ
said.

According to the
APSEZ statement, the
Odisha government had
awarded a 30-year

concession to GPL in
2006, with the provision
of two extensions of 10
years each.

The SP Group said that
the port is capable of
handling 20 MTPA of
cargo volume.

The sale of the Gopal pur
Port is the second port
divestment inthelast few
months from the SP
Group, a diversified
construction and
infrastructure, real estate
and energy conglomerate.
It had earlier divested its
Dharamtar Port in
Maharashtra to JSW
Infrastructure Ltd at an
enterprise value of Rs
710 crore.

The group acquired the
Dharamtar Port in 2015
and successfully turned
around port operations,
increasing capacity from
lessthan 1 MTPA, when
it took over to an
expected capacity to
handle5MTPA inFY 24.
“The planned
divestments of Gopal pur

874 year-old inscript |on found neas Vizianagaram

Bhubaneswar (KCN):

Kalinga Epigraphical
Research Group
(KERG) rediscovered an
inscribed stone panel
belonging to the ruling
period of Anantavarman
Chodaganga Deva near
Champabati River,
Vizianagaram district,
Andhra Pradesh.

“This particular
inscription mentions
about the gifting of land
and aperceptual lamp to
the temple of
Chodagangeswara at
Dharmapura. During our
survey, we found a
village named
‘Dharmapuri’ till exists
near Vizianagaram and
remnantsof an old Shiva
Temple were found
scattered which indicates
presence of Shiva
Temple at Dharmapuri

which was probably built
by Chodaganga Devaand

was addressed as
Chodagangeswar
Temple,” Deepak Nayak
said.

Deepak kumar Nayak
and Bikram kumar Nayak
from KERG were
assisted by local heritage
enthusiasts D Santosh and
Bijaya Kumar in the
exploration.

Deepak Kumar Nayak, a
heritage researcher is
currently listing and
documenting theKalingan

heritage sites and

archaeological remains
scattered around
different parts of South
India. Hisdocumentation
will soon be publishedin
a book form. Sharing
more details on this
finding,

Deepak Nayak said,
“The vast region of
ancient Kalingakingdom
was not confined to
present day political
border of Odisha. From
different mythological
and historic accountsitis

known that Kallngas
southern region was
spanned up to Godavari
River. We are currently
listing and documenting
the archaeological and
cultural sites having
connection with
Kalinga.”" The sheer
negligence of these
archeological sitesmakes
itanimportant task to list
and document before
they are completely
lost.Decades ago, Late
Padmashri
Satyanarayana Rajaguru
had shared details about
these inscriptions in his
book ‘Inscriptions of
Orissa, Volume3'. The
inscription inscribed in
Telugu script and
Language was assigned
to a date Shaka year
1072 which equals year
1150 CE.

Miningfirmrazesforest tomakeway for minerals

Joda(KCN): A mining
firm has allegedly
denuded aforest land of
its green cover to
facilitatetransportation of
minerals from Ingani
jharan BC Dev mines
under Joda mining
division in Keonjhar
district.

On being informed, the
Forest Department
conducted a probe and
stopped the
transportation of
minerals on the patch of
land under Baitarani
reserve forest at
Gurubeda. The
construction of the road
assumes significance as
Baitarani reserve forest
is home to a large
number of elephants.

Regular plying of heavy
vehicles is likely to
endanger the
pachyderms and disturb
their peaceful existence
in the forest.

Meanwhile, the Forest
Department has
launched a high-level
probe to ascertain the
irregularities and the
persons involved in the
fraud. Sources said the
state government has
imposed a penalty of
Rs116  crore on
Inganijharan BC Dev
mineson chargeof illegal
mining. The OrissaHigh
Court has directed the
Inganijharan BC Dev
mines to sell off the
mineral and deposit the
penalty amount by April

2024.

Asper thedirection, the
Inganijharan BC Dev
mines received the
mineral transportation
order from the Mining
department to sell off the
mineral deposits in its
mines. Later, it chopped
off trees on the forest
land March 14,
Thursday and
constructed a road to
transport the minerals.
The mining firm was
noticed transporting
minerals on the newly
constructed road
following which
complaintswerelodged
before the divisional
forest officer (DFO) of
Keonjhar.

On receipt of the

complaints, Keonjhar
DFO HD Dhanraj
directed Joda forester
Trinath Jena to conduct
a probe and initiate
action in this regard.
Jena raided the spot
March 15, Friday and
found the mining firm
transporting mineralson
the newly constructed
road on the forest land.
He directed the Forest
officials to dig up a
trench and stopped
mineral transportation
by the mining firm onthe
newly constructed road
on the forest land. Jena
said that acting on a
tipoff, Forest officials
raided the place and
found the charges to be
true.

. relatively short period of

Port and Dharamtar Port,
a asignificant enterprise
value, demonstrate our
group’s ability to turn
around assets and create
stakeholder value in a

(Nnecial discount for new admission betore 18,03, 2023)

time, capitalising our core
strengths in project
development and
congtruction,” aShapoorji
Pallonji Group
spokesperson said.

The spokesperson further
said, “ These divestments
arekey milestonesin our
roadmap to reduce group
debt and set the stage for
growth, taking advantage
of the macro trends for
demand in our core
businesses, bothin India
and overseas.

The SP Group has been
looking at several waysto
reduceitsdebt, which has

been reported to be
around Rs 20,000 crore.
As a deep draft, multi-
cargo port, Gopalpur
handles a diverse mix of
dry bulk cargo, including
ironore, coal, limestone,
ilmenite, and alumina.
The port plays an
important role in
supporting the growth of
mineral-based industries
initshinterland, likeiron
& steel, alumina and
others.

APSEZ is a part of the
globaly diversified Adani
Group. It is the largest
port developer and
operator in India with

2024-2025
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Maharishi Public School, Baripada

SID-NURSERY TO VI

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

Find the Difference
- Small Classes

- Experienced, trained & loving teachers.
- Individual attention to each child.

- Regular meditation and yoga,

- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

seven  strategically
located ports and
terminals on the west
coast (Mundra, Tuna,
Dahej, and Hazira in
Gujarat, Mormugao in
Goa, Dighi inMaharashtra
andVizhinjaminKerala).
It has seven ports and
terminasonthe East coast
of India— HadiainWest
Bengal, Dhamra in
Odisha, Gangavaram and
KrishnapathaminAndhra
Pradesh, Kattupalli and
Ennorein Tamil Nadu and
Karaikal in Puducherry,
representing 27 per cent
of the country’stotal port
volumes.

'1_".

25% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact :
Call-9438102188, 06792-255227
Time : 8.00 A.M. to 12.00 noon

E-mail- mps.bpd@gmail.com

Find us on

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Canara Robeco Mutual Fund focuses on the manufacturing sector with itsnew fung

M umb ai,
(KCN):Canara Robeco
Mutual Fund, India's
second oldest mutual
fund today announced
the launch of Canara
Robeco Manufacturing
Fund in an attempt to
capitalize on India’'s
potential to become
the next
manufacturing hub.
The fund is an open-
ended equity scheme
that representsIndia’s
manufacturing theme
and will be
benchmarked against
the S& P BSE India
Manufacturing TRI.
The NFO, opens on
February 16, 2024, and
offers a medium to
provide a dedicated
allocation to the
manufacturing sector.
The NFO will remain
open until March 01,
2024.

"The Canara Robeco
Manufacturing Fund

enters the market at
a pivotal moment
when thereisarising
middle class and
rising working-age
population in India.
This fund will be
suitable for
established investors
because of the
thriving domestic
demand, favourable
policy reforms, robust
and deleveraged
corporate balance
sheetand a stable
political environment.
India seems to be
well positioned to
become an attractive
investment
destination. Thisfund
will seek to benefit
from policy reforms
like Atmanirbhar
Bharat, PLI, Make in
India, Single Window
Clearance and import
substitution," said
Rajnish Narula, CEO,
Canara Robeco

AN !
Mnmu! .!u:'rl-.llh 4

Mutual Fund.

“Indiaiswitnessing the
confluence of factors
which are conducive
for the manufacturing
scale up. Factors such
as, large and growing
domestic market,
favourable government

Mahagram offers door to door banking
services through Kirana stores

Bhubaneswar :Mahagram
is a social enterprise
focusing on Financial
Inclusion that has
enabled banking from
the mom-and-pop store

around the corner
through fintech
solutions. The

company’smissionisto
enable rural women to
save money at the local
Kirana (or grocery)
stores, instead of
traveling miles to the
nearest bank branch.
Recently, Mahagram
hastied up with apublic
sector bank — the Bank
of Maharashtra to roll
out the ‘Bank Sakhi’
project in Odisha. The

fintech would provide
financial technology and
infrastructure support to
augment rural financial
inclusion.As part of the
tie-up, the company has
onboarded more than
11,000 bank sakhis
(women) on the
BharatATM platform to
help the rural citizens
avail themselvesof basic
banking servicesat their
doorstep or the next door
Kirana stores.
Mahagram aims to
increase the ratio and
habit of household
savings in rural India.
“At Mahagram, we are
indulgedin offering basic
banking services like

deposit and withdrawing
transactions to
consumers but it is now
hightimefor rural people
to save money. We are
focusing on Financial
Inclusion the flagship
project of Modi
government, by helping
lot of beneficiaries to
open bank accounts
under the' Jan
DhanYojana’. We are
also emphasizing on
rural women because
they are the ones who
runhouseholds. Our vison
for 2022 isto offer women
the service of recurring
deposit.” says Mr.Ram
Shriram, CEO, Mahagram.

Amazon.inlaunches‘Back to School' store

Bhubaneswar : Withthe
opening of schools and
resuming of offline
classes, Amazon.in
announced the launch of
‘Back to school' store —
aone stop destination to
simplify the shopping
needs of children. The
specially curated store
offers deals on a wide
range of products across
study essentials like
stationery, laptops,
tablets, mobile phones,
PCs, headsets &
speakers, printers,
Amazon devices, home
furnishing among others

to help parents, teachers
and studentswith school
supplies and to create an
effective learning and
productive environment.
The offersand dealswill
beavailabletill 12th June
2022.

Here are some popular
products customers can
choosefromthe*‘Back to
school’  store on
Amazon.in. All offers&
deals are from
participating sellers.
HONOR MagicBook X
15, Intel Core i3 Anti-
Glare Thin and Light
Laptop — It has stylish

appearance with
premium aluminum
metal body with
16.9MM thickness, 5.3
MM narrow bezels and
the weight of the laptop
is only 1.56kg, which
allows you to carry it
easily, making it very
convenient for school,
travel, and work. It is
available for starting
INR 37,990 on
Amazon.in.

Lenovo Tab M10 FHD
Plus Tablet, Platinum
Grey - Makeway for the
stylish8.1 mm Tab M10
FHD Plus.

OSL Group founder bags ‘Lifetime Achievement Award
fo reshaping Sh|pp|ng& Loicsseenarioin Easern India

LE L AT

Bhubaneswar(KCN) :
On the august occasion
of the 4th Edition of
prestigious Times
BusinessAwards Odisha
2023, Orissa Stevedores
Limited (OSL) founder
Sri Mahimananda

(Mahima) Mishra was

conferred with the
coveted ‘Lifetime
Achievement Award’ for
reshaping the shipping
and logistics scenario in
eastern India

The OSL Group
| founder received

glittering event
organized by the
TIMESGroup at the
Central Hall,
Mayfair Convention
here in the state
capital city.

Notably, the TIMES
Group organizes
such a glorious
event in a bid to
§ celebrateand honour
¥ outstanding business
houses and business
leaders who have made
sgnificant contributionsto
their respectivefieldsand
communities as decided
by a renowned research

agency.

the honour at a

policies, fiscal support

for capex, de-
leveraged corporate
balance sheets and
global supply chain

1_“' TOTHRIVE WITH
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rejigwhich isallowing
Indian manufacturers
to participate in export
value chain. Import
substitution and export

mstwmmmn_

ecosystemislikely the
outcome of these
macro factors.

With this fund, we are
providing the investors

with the opportunity to
become a part of
India’s manufacturing
growth story. The
fund will adopt a
growth strategy
aiming to capitalize on
manufacturing trends
and opportunities,

investing across
relevant sectors,
representing the

manufacturing
theme,” said Shridatta

Bhandwaldar, Head
Equities, Canara
Robeco.

This fund is suitable
for investors
comfortable with
volatility and

expecting a better
risk-return tradeoff,

with a high-risk
appetite and a long-
term investment

horizon of 5 years and

above, having lower
near-term liquidity needs.
The fund will invest
minimum 80% into
manufacturing &allied
stocks, 0-20% in equity
and  equity-related
Instruments of
companies other than
engaged in
manufacturing theme, O-
20% in debt and debt
market instruments and
0-10% in unitsissued by
REITs and InvITs. The
minimum investment in
thefundisRs. 5,000 and
in multiplies of Re. 1
thereafter.

The fund managers for
this fund are Pranav
Gokhale, Sr. Fund
Manager and Shridatta
Bhandwaldar, Head
Equities, CanaraRobeco
AMC.

Godreg Appliances offers wide range of home appliances
and enhanced shopping experience to consumers

Bhubaneswar: Godrej
& Boyce, the flagship
company of the Godrej
Group announced that its
business Godrej
Appliances plans to
strengthen its presence
and expand its network of
exclusive brand outlets
further, inaugurating its
first store
inChandol,Kendrapara
district in the state of
Odisha, India. This will

be the brand’s
26thexclusive outlet in
Odisha under

Bhubaneshwar branch.

T owards
strengthening the supply
chain and creating a
next-level experience
for customers
inKendrapara, Godrej
Appliances haslaunched
its exclusive brand
outlet- called Godrej

Inspire Hub spread over
1200 sqft,strategically
located on
theChandolmainroad, in
collaboration with its
c h ann el
partnerJagannath
Electronics.

Convenience and
comfort are primacies
for consumers today.
Thisisevident from the
gradual increase in
demand for premium
products, evenin tier Il
and tier Il cities.
Moreover, with the
pandemic in the
backdrop, appliances
have emerged as a
necessityin every Indian
home.

EBOs solidify Godrej
Appliances’ already
extensive  network
acrossthe country, fulfill
the premium product

Annual General Meeting
of Vitesco Technologies

Regensburg: Vitesco
Technologies, a leading
international developer
and manufacturer of
cutting-edge  drive
systems for sustainable
mobility, held its first
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) today. TheAGM
was held virtually dueto
the continuing COVID-
19 pandemic.

In separate votes, the
shareholders formally
approved the actions of
all the Executive Board
members during their
term of officeinthe 2021
financial year. The
actionsof all membersof
the Supervisory Board in
office in 2021 were aso
approvedfortheir
respective terms. “We
are delighted to have
received this vote of
confidence from the

LV Prasad

Bhubaneswar :

Prasad Eye Instltute S
MithuTulsiChanrai
Campusin Bhubaneswar
organized a
Retinoblastoma
Awareness Walk on 8th
May 2022. Thiswalk is
part of the ‘Whitathon’
event organized by LV
Prasad Eye Institute
across its campuses in
Bhubaneswar,
Hyderabad,
Visakhapatnam and

Annual Generd Meetlrﬁ

We regard this outcome
as a clear mandate to
continue the successful
collaboration and
positioning of Vitesco
Technologies as a
supplierof sustainable
drive solutions with a
clear goal,” said CEO
AndreasWolf.

All current members of
the Supervisory Board
representing the
shareholders who were
up for election were re-
elected to office. The
members  of  the
Supervisory Board who
represent the employees
will beelected separately.
A complete list of all
Supervisory  Board
members and the results
of thevoting at the AGM
are available on the
Vitesco Technologies
website under ‘Annual
General Meeting’

requirement of its
customersand most
importantly give them a
much wider display to
choose from thus
enhancing their purchase
experience. The brand
currently has 120+
exclusive outlets across
the country and aims to
have 140+ EBOs by this
financial year.
Speaking on the
occasion of the
launch,Sanjeev Jain,
National Sales Head -
G o d r e |
Appliancessaid,“ We
have always endeavored
to be as close to our
customers as possible.
We  believe our
Exclusive Brand Outlets
will give even greater
value to our loyal
customers. With our
exclusive showroom, we

have the opportunity to
showcase our entire
range of best-in-class
appliances at a single
location. Odisha is an
important market for us
and we ook forward to
delighting our customers
with the best shopping
experience."

Adding further, Sanjay
Kumar Behera, Owner
of Jagannath
Electronicssaid, “Weare
extremely delighted to
have partnered with
Godrej Appliances,
which is a highly
respected and trusted
brand. We are sure that
our outlet will proveto be
a great destination for
the discerning customers
of Chandol through its
unique offerings from
Godrej Appliances.”

The exclusive brand

outletwill display the
entire range of Godrej
appliances including
refrigerators, washing
machines, air-
conditioners,
dishwashers, air coolers,
deep freezers,
microwave  ovens,
thermoelectric
technology-powered
Godregj Qube and UV-C
technol ogy-based Godrej
Viroshidd. Totopit, thereare
inaugural assured gifts on
purchaseof sdect moddsfor
cugomers. Consumerswill
dsobeabletoaval one-year
free extended warranty on
seect models and one year
of product insurance,
excdusvey, a every Godrg
Appliances exdusvebrand
outlet. The brand also
provides priority after-sdes
service to every Godrej
exdusvegorecusomer.

Raj Petro Specialitiesstrengthens its leader ship
team with Prasad Vaze' sappointment

Bhubaneswar ‘Mr.
Prasad Vaze has been
appointed as the Senior
Director — Lubricants
Business at Raj Petro
Specialities Pvt Ltd., a
Brenntag Group
company. He will
leadthe comprehensive
lubricants Business
Units, including
Speciality, Industrial and
Automotive lubricant
businesses.

Mr. Prasad Vaze is a
result-oriented business
leader with morethan 25
years of extensive
experience in customer-
centricroles. Mr. Vaze has
servedin numeroussenior
leadership roles,
includingleading retail
operations, profit
centremanagement,
developing business
strategy and channel

development &
management.
Commenting on the
appointment of a new
member in the leadership

team, Mr. Mehul
Nanavati, Managing
Director, Raj Petro

Specialities Pvt Ltd.
stated, “Weare thrilledto
have a seasoned industry
leader join our team. With
Prasad onboard, we are
confident that he will
accelerate the growth
momentum.His unique
domain expertise will
further help strengthen Ry
Petro’s market position
and expand footprint
across markets.”

Ms. Archana Gharte -
Head HRsaid, “Wewould
like to extend a warm
welcome to Mr. Prasad
Vaze, our newest member
totheLT team. Hewill be

taking ontheimportant hat
of managing Rgj Petro's
Lubricants Business, and
we wish him al the best
for his journey! With his
knowledge and extensive
experience, we are
confident that Prasad will
assist Raj Petro in
reaching new heights.”
On hisappointment Mr.
Prasad Vaze said, “I am
very thrilledtotakeonthis
new role. My visionisto
create a world class
experience for our
consumers and channel
partners. Our aim is to
leverage Kyros, Onwo
and Zoomol brands,
explore humongous
potential that India and
international markets
offer and grow the
Lubricant  business
profitability.”

e Initute Organizesa Retinoblastoma Awareness Walk

Vijayawada. Celebrity
actor, Mr Sabyasachi
Mishra, will be flagging
off the walk.
Whitathon is L V
Prasad Eye Institute’s
annual cause-related
event focusingonraising
awareness and funds for
early diagnosis and
treatment of
Retinoblastoma — a Life
and Vision-threatening
Eye Cancer in Children.
Oneof themost common

symptoms of
RetinoblastomaisWhite
Reflex (white glow) ina
child’seye. Through this
walk, LVPEI aims to
raise awareness among
the publicthat if they spot
a ‘White Reflex’ in a
child's eye, it could be a
sign of eye cancer that
needsimmediate medical
intervention. Hence, the
event is  named
“Whitathon'.

Dr DevjyotiTripathy,

Ocular  Oncologist,
MithuTulsiChanrai
Campus,Bhubaneswar, L
V Prasad Eye Institute
said, "Our aimistoraise
awareness about early
detection and treatment
of retinoblastoma eye
cancer in children. No
child should die of eye
cancer because of lack
of awareness and
treatment. We extend our
sincere thanks toMr
Sabyasachi Mishra for

joining us for the
Retinoblastoma
Awareness Walk and
spreading awareness
about Retinoblastoma.
We also acknowledge
the support recaived from
Aroh—GivingHope anNGO
waorking for children with
Canoer and their families”

Dr Tripethy further added
thetitistimetomekeddalled
eye check-ups a part of
mandatory  paediatric
examingions
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NewDelhi:Joe Root and
Jemimah Rodrigues
know achallenge Kwena
Maphaka never will. It's
captured in a question:
have you done your
homework?

It would have been asked
of Root until he sprouted
stubble on the chin that,
despite him being in his
34th year, hedoesn't quite
have. It will be asked of
Rodrigues, who is 10
years Root'sjunior, for a
longtime.

Looking younger than
you are has few
drawbacks. One is that
you need to proveyou're
old enough to be served
inapub. Another isthat,
whenever you step onto
a cricket ground, some
wise guy or girl in the
opposition will ask
whether you've done
your homework. The
inferenceisthat you'rea
kid who should be busy

wowrw. Thakalimgachromndele, com

with your schoolbooks
and not playing with
adults.

Maphaka, who has made
a fairytale entry to the
IPL asahastily arranged
replacement for the
hamstrung Dilshan
Madushankain Mumbai
Indians' squad, doesn't
have that problem. For
one thing, he is blessed
with a face that makes
hisage, intheeyesof his
beholders, a slippery
perception. He could be
12, 22 or 32. For another
thing, yes, he will have
done hishomework.
Maphakais17andinhis
senior year of high
school. A 10-week
interruption, far from
home, won't help his
efforts to try and
graduate with good
grades. So his school
books havefollowed him
to Mumbai. How might
that work?

"It'snot unusual for usto
have students competing
in different spaces and
needing to go overseas,"
Eugene Stolk, the deputy
headmaster and
academic head at St
Stithians College in
Johannesburg,
Maphaka's school, told
Cricbuzz. "We manage
our students online with
some of our old Covid
protocols, which we've
done really well. The
boys have access to all
their teachers in the
digital classroom space.”
In March last year, for
instance, another St
Stithiansboy, Ben Wallis
- then South Africa's
under-17 football captain
- kept up with his
schoolwork inthisfashion
during atrial with English
Premier League club
Fulhamin London.

"Kwena's got four hours
of maths lined up in the

CA contracts 2024-25: Four new
additionsbut Soinisleft out

NewDelhi:Cricket
Australia have handed
out central contracts to
four new players for the
2024-25 season but have
|eft out veteran allrounder
Marcus Stoinisfromtheir

23-man list. Xavier
Bartlett, who has played
just three games for
Audgtralia(al in2024),is
joined by Nathan Ellis,
Matt Short and Aaron
Hardie.

While Bartlett makesthe
cut for the first time, the
other three players have
effectively retained their
spots. Even though they
were not handed a
contract at the start, they
earned upgrades

throughout the season
having played gamesfor
Australia in ODIs and
T20Is.

Considering the fact that
the contract is effective
post the T20 World Cup
this year, David Warner
doesn't make the cut as
he intends to bring the
curtains down on his
international career after
the showpiece event.
Stoinis, who had lost his
spot in the ODI side
during theWorld Cup last
year, isin frame to play
the T20 World Cup this
year but hasstill not been
handed a contract.
Ashton Agar, Marcus
Harris and Michael

Neser are the other
playersleft out from last
year'slist.

Matt Renshaw, who was
picked in the squads
recently as the back-up
batter after Warner's
Test retirement, has not
made the cut as well
apart from T20 specialist
Tim David. However,
Jhye Richardson has
managed to retain his
spot despite not turning
out for Australia since
June 2022 as a result of
afrustrating spell on the
sidelineswithinjuries.
CA contracted players
2024-25:Sean Abbott,
Xavier Bartlett, Scott
Boland, Alex Carey, Pat
Cummins, Nathan Ellis,
Cameron Green, Aaron
Hardie, Josh Hazlewood,
TravisHead, Josh Inglis,
Usman Khawaja,
Marnus Labuschagne,
Nathan Lyon, Mitchell
Marsh, Glenn Maxwell,
Lance Morris, Todd
Murphy, Jhye
Richardson, Matt Short,
Steve Smith, Mitchell
Starc, Adam Zampa

Injured Rajitha ruled out of
second Test agalnst Bangladesh

NewDelhi:Sri Lanka
received ablow ahead of
the second Test against
Bangladesh as pace
bowler Kasun Rgjithais
ruled out of the series
concluding  match,
scheduled at the Zahur
Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium from March 30.
Asitha Fernando joined
the squad as a
replacement for Rgjitha
while the latter returned
hometo start rehabilitation
work.

"Kasun Rgjithawill not be
available for the second
Test match as the player
has suffered an injury to
his left upper back area,”
SLCsadinagtatementon
Wednesday. Rgjitha, who
grabbed eight wickets in
the opening Test against
Bangladesh at Sylhet,
played a key role behind
their win by picking afive-

fer in the second innings
to help them earn a
massive 328-runwin.
Theright-armmedium fast
bowler sustained theinjury
whileplayingthefirst Test
and played the game by
managing hisinjury. Both
the teams reached
Chattogram ahead of the
second gameand will start
their preparation from
Thursday for the second
Test which is part of the
|CC Test Championship.
Shakib Al Hasan, who
meade himsdlf availablefor
thiscontest, will bejoining

the team as well before
they  begin their
preparation. The ace all-
rounder featured for
Sheikh Jamal Dhanmondi
Club againgt Gazi Group
Cricketersin the ongoing
Dhaka Premier League,
thecountry'straditiond list
A tournament, at BKSPon
Wednesday (March 27).
Shakib scored a65-ball 53
andlater pickedtwofor 14
runtohelp hissidewinthe
gameby 39runsandinthe
process prepare for the
important encounter
againgt theidanders.

next week or so with his
maths teacher here,"
Stolk said. "We will
manage some of his
commitments with the
IEB [Independent
Examinations Board] to
make sure he does the
tests that he can do
remotely, and he can
submit those digitally.
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When he gets back,
we'll have second tests
of equivalent status and
stature set up so he can
achieve what he would
have done if he hadn't
gone away."

Stolk was confident
Maphaka would cope,
not |east because he has
done so before. The

men's under-19 World
Cup wasplayed in South
Africa from January 19
to February 11, or on 24
of the 64 days - more
than a third - that
comprised the year's
first term. Maphaka,
who was named player
of the tournament for
taking 21 wickets at

a sflrst day at school

9.71, was back at school
the day after the final.

"He knew what he had
missed and he made
plansto talk to peopleto
catch up,” Stolk said.
"He's such a keen
student, so it wasn't
onerous on the people he
was keen to work with.
Kwenajust gets on with
things. | think that kind
of mentality iswhy he's
such a good sportsman,
because he's always
thinking about what's
coming next. He's got a
lot of natural ability,
obvioudly, but | think he's
a smart lad who thinks
hard about how he can
get the best bang for his
buck. Academically, he
does the same thing."

It helps that Maphaka's
school will be closed for
holidaysfor 37 of the 66
days that will make up
the IPL, and that the
seniors will only write

tests on nine other days.
For more than half the
tournament Maphaka
wouldn't havebeeninthe
classroom anyway.
Stolk also had an eye on
thebigger picture: "This
[the IPL] is going to
open so many doors for
him.  We're just
managing expectations
on our side. So while he
may have been aiming
for a distinction in a
specific subject, now
we're asking what's a
fair level of achievement
for him."

M aphaka had to manage
his expectations himself
on Wednesday. He took
the field in Hyderabad
as Mumbai's youngest
foreign debutant and the
third-youngest inthe | PL
overall at 17 years and
354 days, and left with
the most expensive
figuresin thefranchise's
history.

Thebigest thing we'vesen in Riyanismaturity; Sangakkara

NewDelhi:It's the sixth
successive season of the
Indian Premier League
where Rajasthan Royals
have put their faith in
Riyan Parag, an
investment they made
when he was merely a
17-year-old. For five
years after becoming the
youngest haf-centurionin
the tournament, they
threw himinthe deep end
hoping to reap rewards
but struggled to get the
desired result. Despite
that, in the 2022 IPL
megaauction, they tussed
it out till Rs 4.6 Croreto
bag his services again.
In the 54 games of his
first five seasons, Parag
wasmostly thrust into the
role of a finisher, and
averaged merely 16.22 at
a strike rate of 123.97.
Only Washington Sundar
boasted of aworse strike
ratein positions6,7 and 8
(among batterswho have
played at least 20 innings
since Parag's debut).

Rajasthan Royals have
been waiting for long to
see the rewards of their
consistent support to
Parag come good. And
inspiration isn't too far
away. Kumar
Sangakarra, the Royals
Director of Cricket, is
hoping that the recent
riseto the Indian team of
his fellow young IPL
teammates Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Dhruv Jurel
could spur Parag on as
well.

"He's seen the huge
jumps that Jaiswal and
Jurel have made, and
he's got a hunger there
now and an example to
follow into the
international side,"
Sangakkara said on
Wednesday, aday ahead
of Royals game against
Delhi Capitalsin Jaipur.
"We have players who
have a variety of
ambitions, IPL being one
of them. | think he has
understood that how he

performs here, leads up
to it.  Maturing,
understanding his game
more, taking on more
responsibility is non-
negotiablefor him."

It's not without reason
that Royals have backed
the young Assam all-
rounder. Inthelast couple
of seasons, he has
enjoyed a terrific run in
domestic cricket, which
includestop-scoringinthe
recently concluded Syed
Mushtag Ali Trophy - all

at astr ke rate of 182.79.
A lot has changed in
Parag since the last
season, Sangakkara
admits. The most
important aspect, he
believes, isthe maturity.
"Thebiggest thing we've
seeninRiyanismaturity,”
he says. "lrrespective of
the support we offer
players and whatever
coaches you have, self-
awareness of what your
gameis, what isgood for
you, what your lifestyle

should look likeinterms
of on-field, off-field,
focus on performance -
all of that haschangedin
Riyan."

But before passing a
judgement on Parag's
underwhelming
performances in IPL,
Sangakkara adds aword
of caution. "He's still a
very, very young
cricketer. We shouldn't
forget that, he's also
been hugely in the focus
over the years as one of
thefaces of thefranchise
of the younger brigade.”
Parag has ticked off the
2024 season with an
impactful inningsagainst
Lucknow Super Giantsin
Royals' opening
encounter of the season,
inJaipur. Hedidenjoy his
shareof luck withMohsin
Khan dropping asitter at
short fine when he was
batting on 29, but he
cashed in on it well,
scoring 13 runs off the
next six deliveries.

SRH, M| put on ashowtolay down early marker

NewDelhi:Some of the
blockbuster Indianfilmsin
recent years have shared
a common element: the
prominent presence of
large machine guns.
Protagonists armed with
ammunition belt-
supported firearms have
imposed themselves on
movie screens with their
firepower. However,
such action sequences
are typically centred
around asinglemajor star
doing all the damage. In
the IPL a similar
spectacle unfolded in
2013 when Chris Gayle
unleashed a ballistic
performance, pulverising
the Pune Warriors
bowlers across every
corner of the
Chinnaswamy stadium.
Gayl€e's remarkable 175
not out off 66 deliveries
propelled RCB to a
formidabletotal of 263/5.
That remained the highest
total in the IPL for close
to 11 years before SRH
scaled the peak. This

time, however, it wasn't
aone-man show, or even
aone-team show for that
matter. The distinction
between the powerplay
and the death overs
became hazy amidst the
batting onslaught. It
seemed as though the
powerplay never truly
concluded, or that the
death overs commenced
right from the start of the
match.

It was built up as a
contest between pace
supremo Jasprit Bumrah
and theworld's best T20
batter Heinrich Klaasen.
But what the game
produced was beyond
that. After relentless
attacking from both
teams the climax of this
onslaught was an
astounding 523 runs
scored in the match, the
highest ever in men's
T20 cricket and the first
instance of a 500-plus
aggregatein |PL history.
Bumrah bowled ten
deliveriestoKlaasen and

despitebeing hit for asix
and two fours by the
keeper-batter and
conceding 22 runs, he
finished with 0-36 from
his four overs - the
second most economical
figuresfrom either team.
But before it came to
Bumrah vs Klaasen,
which only started in the
15th over, theleather run
for the bowlers had
already beeninitiated by
the top order.

David Warner has been

the primary figure on
SRH's list of fastest
fifties, having jointly
struck their quickest (off
20 balls) alongside
Moises Henriques. Until
Wednesday (March 27),
Warner had notched
seven out of the ten
fastest fifties for SRH.
However, even before
the halfway mark of the
firstinningsin Match 8 of
IPL 2024, two battershad
already overtaken the
former SRH opener.

Travis Head kick-started
theinningswith ablazing
fifty off only 18 balls, and
thiswasjust the opening
act. SRH raced past the
100-run mark in seven
overs as Head
relentlessly attacked the
MI  bowlers. The
ondlaught continued with
Abhishek Sharma, the
23-year-old left-hander,
who was matching Head
shot for shot. Despite
Head's dismissal, Ml's
hopes of tightening the
game faded as Abhishek
swiftly surpassed him to
claim the title of the
fastest half-centurionfor
SRH, achieving the feat
in a mere 16 deliveries.
A staggering 148 runs
were amassed in thefirst
10 overs, setting yet
another IPL record.
Abhishek eventually fell
for 63, hisrunscoming at
a massive strike rate of
273.91, marginally
quicker than Head's
258.33for his62.
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