Bhubaneswar/New
Dehi(KCN): “There is
no need for a BJD-BJP
aliance to win elections
as Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik does not
need BJPtowin elections
in Odisha, nor doesPrime
Minister Narendra Modi
need BJD to form a

government at the
centre,” said 5T
Chairman Karthik
Pandian.

In an interview with a
news channel, Pandian
said that both Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi are very
popular. “Undoubtedly,
Naveen Patnaik is going
to be the Chief Minister
of Odisha for the sixth
time and Narendra Modi
is going to be the Prime
Minister again,’ hesaid.

Speaking at the CNN

VOL-12

Newsl18, Rising Bharat
Summit 2024inDdhi, 5T
& Nabin Odisha
Chairman Kartik Pandian
said that one of the key
reasonsfor Hon' ble CM
Naveen Patnaik’s
successisthat hedoesn't
think of paliticsaspoalitics
but as a public service.

The Hon'ble CM is
keeping politics away
from public service and
has dedicated his life to

people’s cause.
Undoubtedly, he is a
great soul,” Pandian
said.

The two leaders, CM
Naveen and PM Modi,
are thinking beyond
politics  for  the
development of the state
and the country.
Therefore, there is no
electoral value in it, he
said.

Pandian said, “Many

Khariar MLAAdhira) Mohan
Panigrahi QuitsCongress

Bhubaneswar (KCN): Khariar MLA Adhiraj
Mohan Panigrahi resigned from the primary
membership of Congresstoday and isvery likely to
jointheruling Biju JanataDal (BJD) on Wednesday.
Panigarahi has sent his resignation letter to Odisha
Pradesh Congress Committee President Sarat
Pattanayak. He resigned from the primary
membership of the Congress along with other party

posts.

Speculations are rife that Panigarahi will join BJD
tomorrow. Inthe 2019 el ections, Adhirgj Mohan was
elected to the Khariar Legislative Assembly on a
Congress ticket. He won by securing 59,308 votes
against BJD’sLambodar Nial who got 56,451 votes.
This was another jolt for the Congress after former
Rajnagar MLA Ansuman Mohanty deserted the party
and joined the BJD in February.

times, polltlcal partles
conspiretowin elections
or to influence the
electoral equation. But
both Prime Minister
NarendraModi and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
do not need alliance to
win elections.”

“It means that neither
BJD needs BJP to form
government in Odishanor

Citizenship Amendment Act: SC decll

does BJP needs BJD to
form government at the
Centre,” said the 5T
Chairman.

Current reports state that
Narendra Modi will
become the Prime
Minister once again.
Some things are above
politics. Karthik Pandian
said that in such a
Stuation, thepossibility of
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Neither BJD NeedsAlliance To Form Govt [n Odisna,
Nor Does BJP At Cent e Kartik Pandian

an alliance is only a
matter of two politicians.
“1f both cometogether for
a great cause, it doesn't
mean that there is any
politicsequation,” hesaid
and added that there are
no electoral gainsinthis,
either for BJP or BJD.
“The Chief Minister wins
three-fourths of the votes
in every election due to
his popularity. BJD won
95 per cent of the seats
in the recently concluded
panchayat elections.
Thereisaclosefriendship
between the two
personalities. They have
gone beyond politicsand
are concerned for the
development of the
nation. Thisisan example
of a good relationship
between the two leaders.
Everything will beknown,
when it happens,”
Pandian said.
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IMD issues Orange Warning for thunderstorm,
lightning and hail alert for severaJ Od|shad|str|c

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):
Several parts of Odisha
experienced light to
moderate rainfall and
thunderstorm activitiesin
the past 24 hours. The
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Tuesday issued an
‘orange warning' for
thunderstorm with
lightning and gusty
surface wind speed
reaching 50-60 kmph and
hail in some parts of
Odisha in the next 24
hours.

As per IMD, the anti-
cyclonic circulation lies
over Westcentral and
adjoining Northwest Bay
of Bengal off Odisha
coast in lower
troposphericlevels.
Under its influence,
scattered to fairly
widespread light to
moderate rainfall with
isolated thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty winds
is very likely over
Gangetic West Bengal,

interim order staying implementation

NewDelhi,(KCN): The
Supreme Court on
Tuesday declined to pass
any interim order staying
theimplementation of the
rules notified by the
Union Home Ministry
under the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).
Emphasising that the
Union government must
be given a reasonable
time to respond to the
interlocutory applications
challenging the
introduction of 2024
Citizenship Amendment
Rules, a Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India,
DY Chandrachud,

posted the matter for
further hearing on April
9.

The Bench, also
comprising Justices JB
Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra, refused to pass
any direction subjecting
grant of citizenship under
the impugned law to the
outcome of the petitions
chalengingthevalidity of
CAA.

Solicitor General (SG)
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, pleaded
that the impugned law
does not take away but
grants citizenship and
hence, no prejudice must

the
on

be caused to
petitioners

implementation of the
CAA.Referring to the
multiple applicationsfiled

seeking stay on
implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment
Rules, SG Mehta added
that all these applications
had not been served on
them and a four-week

time may be alowed for
filing of reply.

Onthe other hand, Senior
Advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing on behalf of
the petitioners, strongly
pressed for a stay on
implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment
Rules.“The problem is if
somebody getscitizenship,
it will be irreversible to
reverse it and these
petitions (challenging
CAA) will get
infructuous,”  Sibal
argued.He reiterated that
the top court in 2019 did
not passany stay order on
implementation of the

Jharkhand and Odisha
during March 19-21 with
possibility of hailstorm
and squall (speed
reaching 50-60 kmph) on
March 19, 2024.
Orange Warning:
Thunderstorm with
lightning, and gusty
surface wind speed
reaching 50-60 kmph and
hail is very likely to
occur at one or two
places over the districts
of Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, Angulm
Dhenkanal, and Jajpur.
Hail is likely at one or
two places over the
districts of Nayagarh,
Angul, Dhenkanal,
Kandhamal, Kalahandi,
Bolangir, Sonepur, and
Boudh. Thunderstorm
with lightning and heavy

INesto pass

CAA because of non-
existence of the rules.

L ast week, the top court
had agreed to urgently
list the pleas seeking a
stay on implementation
of the Citizenship
Amendment Rules.

In its applicetion, Indian
Union Muslim League
(IUML) dtated the rules
notified under CAA are
manifestly arbitrary and
cregted anunfair advantege
in favour of a class of
personsonthegroundsoldy
of their religious identity,
whichisimpemissbleunder
Articles 14 and 15 of the
Condtitution.

Twoyouthsdieashikefallsoff bridgein Odisha’s Gajapati

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):As
many astwo youthswere
killed after their bike hit
the wall of abridge and
fell off it in the R
Udayagiri area of
Gajapati district on
Tuesday. The accident
took place near Dumba
Park under R Udayagiri

block. The deceased
were identified as
Mantu Pal and Tukuna
Singh of Chheligada
village. As per reports,
Mantu and Tukuna
were friends. They
worked outside the state
and recently came back
to the village. They

were returning on the
bike to their village.
While negotiating aturn
on the road, the biker
lost control of the
vehicle which later hit
the protective wall of the
bridge. The two along
with the bike crashed
down from the bridge.

One of them died on the
spot whilethe other was
critically injured.

Local people rescued
the injured and rushed
him to the Chandragiri
Community Health
Centre (CHC) where he
was pronounced dead on
arrival. Policevisited the

hospital and seized the
bodies for post-
mortem. An
investigation into the
meatter was launched.

Asper local residents, the
bikefdl fromal5-ft height
and the place where the
accident took place is a

mishap-pronespot.

rainfal isvery likely (7cm
to 11cm) at one or two
placeslikely over districts
of Cuttack, Nayagarh,
Kandhamal ,Dhenkanal,
and Jgjpur.

Orange Warning:
Thunderstorm  with
lightning, and gusty
surface wind speed
reaching 30-40 kmph is
very likely to occur at
one or two places over
thedistricts of Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jajpur,
Kendrapada,
Jagatsinghpur, Cuttack,
Gajapati, Ganjam,
Khordha, Nayagarh,
Puri,Heavy rainfall (7cm
to 11cm) at one or two
placeslikely over districts

of Khordha, Puri,
Jagatsinghpur, Cuttack
and Nayagarh.

MelanigticL eopard
With Twin Cubs
Sghted In Denge
ForessOf Odisna

Bhubaneswar (K CN):
In the forests of Central
Odisha, a female
melanistic leopard with
twin cubs, one of which
is normal and the other
is melanistic, has been
spotted.

The Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(PCCF)  (Wwildlife)
Susanta Nanda shared
this news on Monday in
a post on socia media
platform X (formerly
Twitter).

According to Nanda,
these majestic animals
have been captured on
camera traps in the
dense forests of Central
Odisha

Chandigarh (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN):
Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) president
Sukhbir Singh Badal
Monday demanded
resignation of dl thefive
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) ministers, who
had been earmarked to
contest the forthcoming
Lok Sabha elections,
from their ministries
immediately in the
interest of publicwelfare
as State cannot afford
paralysisin governance
due to absence of the
ministers from their
officesfor 2.5 months.
Seeing a phenomenal

reception in both
Bhucho Mandi and
Bathinda Urban

Sukhbir Bada

assembly constituencies
as part of the party’s
Punjab Bachao Yatra, the
SAD president, said,
“The State cannot afford
paralysis in governance
due to the absence of
these ministersfrom their
offices for the next two
and ahalf months. Also,
as key ministries
including Agriculture,
Health and Transport are
involved the ministers —
Dr Balbir Singh,
Gurmeet Singh
Khuddian, Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer,
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal
and Laljit Singh Bhullar
should resign from their
postsimmediately”.

Speaking about the
AAP's decision to field

demands e3|gna jon of a

fiveministers, Badal said,
“AAP knows that it has
lost palitical groundinthe
State after betraying
each and every section of
society. Now it hasfallen
back onfielding ministers
in a desperate gambit to
intimidate voters to
secure their votes”.

Asking Punjabisnot to be
daunted by such tactics,
Mr Badal said “people
should ask these
ministerswhat they have
done to better the lot of
the common man in the
last two years’. He said
all the ministers had
failedintheir duty citing

how the agriculture
minister had failed to
ensure compensation for

damaged crops to
farmers. He said
similarly the health
minister was party to
destruction of the rural
health infrastructure by
removing doctors and

staff from the centres.

Speaking about the
Punjab Bachao Yatra, Mr
Badal thanked Punjabis
for turningitinto astorm.
“This storm is sweeping
across Punjab and will
result in uprooting AAP
from Punjab. The SAD
isonitsway to sweeping
the State by winning all
13 Lok Sabhaseats’. He
also detailed how both
the Congress and AAP
had destroyed Punjab and
its economy during the
last seven years. “The
Congress did not
undertake a single
infrastructure project
during its five-year
tenure. The current AAP
government has
bankrupted the State by

taking on a debt of Rs
one lakh crore, much of
which has been spent on
spreading the wings of
the party in other
States”.

Stating that the SAD
represented the
aspirations of Punjabis
and had always worked
to fulfil them, Mr Badal
said that theformer chief
minister Parkash Singh
Badal held Sangat
Darshan programmes at
your doorstepsto ensure
your grievances were
resolved on the spot.
Biba Harsimrat Kaur
has doneyeoman service
in the area and brought
the prestigious AIIMS
institute to Bathinda
besides a Central

o AAP minigters contesting Lok Saha elections

Unlversty in the area.
“You have witnessed
how Bathinda and the
entire parliamentary
constituency  was
transformed into a
model constituency
during SAD tenure
with world classroads,
bridges and other
infrastructure coming
up in the constituency.
It is a shame that all
development work has
been stopped during
the last seven years.
Let us now unite to
bring back to era of
devel opment by vaoting
outAAPfirstintheLok
Sabha and then in the
assembly elections”,
the SAD president
added.
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Women Power's Essence, Excellence and Ebullience Supreme
World Odlsha Society HostsThlrd Shaktl Utsava

New Delhi, (KCN): The
essence, excellence and
ebullience of Women's
power are supreme,
opined eminent
personalities. Attending
Third Shakti Utsava
hosted by World Odisha
Society (WOS) to
commemorate
International Women’s
Day Honourable
speakers highlighted on
the speciaity of Women's
fraternity in the society.
Organised in hybrid
mode, the Festival was
attended by members of
WOS, leading Non —
Resident Odias and
representatives of Odia
Samaj’s from different
States of India and many
countries of the World.
While the main Function
was held at Ghaziabad in
National Capital Region,
hundreds of Global Odias
joined in the online
celebration through digital
networking.

Addressing the Meeting
as distinguished Guest,

Editor of Sambad
Tanaya Patnaik lauded
therole of World Odisha
Society to unite Odia
Diaspora worldwide
under one platform.
Observing that the
current century belongs
to Women, Smt Patnaik
gave a clarion call to
provide all possible
patronisation for the
emancipation of women
community in the
Society. Welcoming the
gathering Chairman of
WOS Kishore Dwibedi
mentioned that sincethe
women are capable of
excelling from earth to
space, they epitomise
fulsome and ultimate
energy. Expressing her
grave concern over the
shabby treatment meted
towomen branding them
as consumable
commodities WOS's
Founder Dr Arundhati
Debi appealedto oneand
all for treating them with
dignity and decency.
Convenor of WOS's

Women's Empowerment
Committee Subhasmita
Mishra emphasised on
the protection of
Women's Constitutional
and legal rights in true
letter and spirit.
Presenting her address
President of WOS's
Women’'s wing Dr
Sunanda Mishra Panda
underlined that the

KIMS Doctor SavesLi
Air on Air India Flight

Bhubaneswar, (KCN):
Inaremarkabledisplay of
quick thinking and
medical expertise, Dr.
Ashok Kumar Badamali,
senior consultant in
Cardiac Anesthesia at
Kalinga Institute of
Medical Sciences
(KIMS) Bhubaneswar,
saved thelife of afellow
passenger aboard Air
IndiaExpressflight 5764
enroute from New Delhi
to Pune.

The incident, which

unfolded in the early
hours of the morning,
began when the cabin
crew, led by Mr. Saurav,
made

CISF Unit BGTPP Bongaigaon Clinches
best nationwide FireUnit Trophy

an  urgent

Bhilai,(KCN):The
Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF)
Unit of NTPC
Bongaigaon has been
awarded the prestigious
Best Fire Unit trophy
among 114 unitson apan-
India basis. The
recognition was
presented to Shri M.S.
Kandari,  Assistant

Youth Kl

Nuapada(KCN): A
youth was killed in a
lightning strike on
Tuesday in Jhanjimunda
village under Nuapada
police station. The
deceased has been
identified as Hemsingh
Majhi, 33, of Jhanjimunda
village.

According toinformation,

announcement
requesting the assistance
of any onboard
paramedics or nursing
personnel due to a
medical emergency.

A middle-aged woman
was found unresponsive

Commandant Fire, by
Smt. Nena Singh, DG
CISF, during the 55th
CISF Raising Day 2024
at RTC Bhilai.

This accolade
acknowledges  the
exceptional dedication
and proficiency
demonstrated by CISF
Unit of NTPC
Bongaigaon in ensuri ng

in her seat, prompting
immediate action. Dr.
Badamali, who was
traveling to Pune for
research  activities,
promptly respondedtothe
cal for help. The patient
was moved to the floor
of theaircraft tofacilitate
resuscitation efforts.
Upon examination, Dr.
Badamali found the
patient to be
unresponsive, and
exhibiting agonal
breathing, with an
extremely fast carotid
pulse. Utilizing his
expertise in cardiac
emergencies, he
performed a carotid

fire safety and security
measures. The unit's
unwavering commitment
to excellence reflects its
relentless efforts in
upholding the highest

standards of
professionalism and
efficiency.

Therecognition not only
honorsthe unit personnel
but also highlights the

Hemsingh Majhi had his
brick kiln near apondin
Limapada, Jhanjimunda.
Due to bad weather, he
wastaking tarpaulin with
him to protect the brick
kilnfromtherain.

Suddenly the lightning
struck him causing his
death, on the spot. After
finding his dead body

ed In L|gh ning Stike In Nuapada Village
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superiority of
womenhood have been
amply proved ages after
ages.

Renowned Social activist
and General Secretary of
WOS's Women's wing
Dr Chidatmika Khatua
was conferred First
Maha Nari Samman for
her outstanding
contributions in the

feMid-

massage that proved to
belife-saving.

Under Dr. Badamali's
careful management, the
patient was placed in the
recovery position and
remained stable until the
flight successfully landed
at Pune International
Airport. The pilot of the
flight, Mr. Rahul, along
with crew members Mr.
Saurav and Miss Puja,
expressed their gratitude
to Dr. Badamali for his
timely and decisive
action. Dr Achyuta
Samanta, Founder, KIIT,
KISS, and KIMS also
thanked Dr. Badamali for
his service.

commendable
organizational ethos and
collective commitment to
safeguarding lives and
property. CISF Unit
NTPC Bongaigaon takes
immense pride in this
achievement and
reaffirms its steadfast
resolve to continue
serving with excellence
and diligence.

family members
immediately informed the
police station.

Soon Nuapada police
arrived at the scene and
sent the body to the
Nuapada DHH for post-
mortem. Later the body
was handed over to the
family.

allround wellbeing of
Women's race all over
theworld. Accepting the
honour Dr Khatua
expressed her gratitude
to WOS for the coveted
titleand declared that her
mission of empowering
women will be more
focussed and fierceful in

the future. Talented
young fashion designer
Priyanka Jena, reputed
Chartered Accountant
Sudhir Dash and Senior
Bureaucrat Dr
Debendra Majhi were
felicitated by WOS for
their meritorious
services. WOS's New

[ e —

Delhi and NCR Branch’'s
Chief Co-Ordinator
Umakant Jena proposed
vote  of thanks.
Celebrated Instant Poet
Kulamani Biswal and
famous poetess
Laxmipriya Das
enthralled the audiences
with their poetry recitals.
Thenoted story teller Dr
MadhusmitaMishraleft
the listeners spellbound
by reading out her small
story, entitled ‘ Anindita
in an amazing manner.
The special attraction of
the Mega Event was
scintillating singing
session by Sudhir Dash,
Sudha Kalra, Shobha
Narang and Monika

Choudhury.
Ace Anchor Banojini
Nayak from USA

conducted the entire
programme in a smooth
and seamless manner.
Nandan Dwibedi
handled the digital
control room ably.

Otherswho participated
the deliberation include
Alpana Pattnaik, Ajay
Kumar Das, Dr
Debendra Majhi and
Reeta Patra.
Prominent personalities
present include Dr Ndini
Pati, Siba Ranjan
Biswal, Akshay
Mohanty, Yashodhara
Mishra, Dilip Mohanty,
Pushpanjali  Barik,
Pravati  Panigrahi,
Shribani Mohanty, Lili
Jenamani, Manoranjan
Mohanty, Prabodh
Samantara, Dr Sargjini
Pani, Dr Sagar Ranjan
Tripathy, Subas Sahoo,
Sanjay Rai, Rajni Kant
Mishra, Jnana Prakash
Jena, Professor Srinibas
Pathi, Surender Singh
Dogra, Nivedita Giri,
Sanatan Mahakud,
Barada Prasanna Das,
Dr Jyotirmayee Tripathy,
Alok Panda, Biraja
Mohapatra, Acharya
Abhimanyu and Lalit
Kumar Pradhan.
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ADMISSION OPEN FOR

PLAY GROUP (2)toOnvards
A great Place to grow @ MPS
Call now for Application:

RTE Act (2009)

259

/o reservition as per

learn

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
N-3B/14-15, IRC Village,

Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar

PH. 2558884 / 2550786 / 8984600700 (M)

E-mail : maharishipublic]3@yahoo.com

FOLLOW 1S
ON TWITTER
wineyconyimaharishiplay <hool
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Required Driver/Feon/
Attendant/ Ava

Please Contact-0984600400
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Rasulgarh, Sallashree Vihar,

Niladr| Vihar.
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‘Vedaa teaser out: John Abraham, Sharvari

Wagh promlserlvetlng actlon thrlller

Theteaser of the much-
awaited action-packed
film, ‘Vedad is finaly
out. It gives a glimpse
into the intense
showdown between John
Abraham and Abhishek
Banerjee. Other than the
two, Sharvari Wagh
shines while promising
an€lectrifying cinematic
experience.

‘Vedaa' directed by
Nikkhil Advani, is
scheduled to release in
theatresonJuly 12. Inthis
adrendine-fudedthriller,
John Abraham takes on
the role of the steadfast
protagoni<, pitted against
Abhishek Banerjee's
compdlingportrayd of an
enigmatic antagoni<t.
The video gives a view
of the epic clash
between John and
Abhishek. However, the
main highlight of the

teaser remains Sharvari,
who stuns al with her
action-packed
performances. Along
with John by her side,
Sharvari is sure to

impress viewers with
her new avatar while
leaving the viewers on
the edge of their seats

Going by the teaser,
‘Vedaa’ has

skyrocketed, leaving fans
eagerly awaiting its
release. Other than the
names mentioned above,
Tammannah Bhatia will
also be seen playing a

SRK's wife Gauri Khan in legal trouble as
FIRregistered agamst her over propertyissue

Gauri Khan, a well-
known interior designer
and Bollywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan's wife,
hasfound herself inlegal
trouble as an FIR has
been registered against
her, here.

The FIR, which has
been registered under the
Indian Pena Code (1PC)
section 409 (criminal
breach of trust), was

reglstered at the Sushant
Golf City policestationin
L ucknow.

The managing
director of Tulsiyani
Construction and
Development Limited,
Anil Kumar Tulsiyani, the
director, M ahesh
Tulsiyani, and the brand
ambassador, Gauri Khan,
have all been named in
the FIR.

They have been
accused of not delivering
a flat to a buyer even
after receiving payment
of approximately Rs 86
lakhs.

Kirat Jaswant Shah, a
resident of Mumbai, has
filed the complaint,
claiming that he had paid
the entire amount for the
flat, but had not been
handed over possession.

The flat in question is
located in the Tulsiani
Golf View project in the
Sushant Golf City area
of Lucknow.

Thebuyer alegesthat
Gauri Khan's promotion
of the project influenced
his decision to buy the
flat. She's considered
among one of the best
interior designers in
Bollywood and has
decorated the houses of
many celebrities like
Sidharth Malhotra, Farah
Khan, Ranbir Kapoor
and Jacqueline
Fernandez, among
others.

This FIR against
Gauri comes at a time
when her husband Shah
Rukh hasbeen baskingin
the success of his recent
blockbuster 'Pathaan'.
Helmed by Siddharth
Anand, the action-
packed movie breached
the Rs 500 crore net in
Hindi within a month of
its release and has
crossed the Rs 1000
crore worldwide.

Sara Ali Khan In Delhi To Shoot For ‘Murder
Mubarak', To Share Screen With Karisma Kapoor

Actress SaraAli Khan
iscurrently in Delhi for
the shoot of her film
'Murder Mubarak'.
Taking to Instagram,
Sara dropped a video
from the sets. In the
video, she is seen
giving a close-up of
the sunset. We can
also see a woman
holding the film's
clapperboard.

"All my favourite
things... Delhi-Heart
of India,"she simply
captioned the post.
Homi Adajania is
directing thefilm. Sara
will be seen sharing
screen space with
Karisma Kapoor in
thefilm.

A few days ago,
Karisma shared the
clapperboard from
the movie set on her
Instagram feed. The
film is directed by
'‘Cocktail’ fame Homi
Adajania. She has not
divulged much details

about the movie.
Besides 'Murder
Mubarak', fans will
see Karisma in the
upcoming drama
series Brown, directed
by Abhinay Deo.

Backed by Zee
Studios, the noir show
is based on the book
the City of Death by
Abheek Barua. Brown
revolves around Rita
Brown, an alcoholic
cop, who forms an

unlikely alliancewitha
widower with
survivor's guilt to
solve the murder of a
young girl.

Brown also features
Helen, Soni Razdan,
Surya Sharma, and K
K Raina, among
others. Speaking of
Sara's other
projects, she will be
seen in director
Laxman Utekar's
next untitled romantic

damafilm alongside

actor Vicky Kaushal.
She also has
'Gaslight' with

Vikrant Massey and
Chitrangada Singh,
and Karan Johar's
next 'Ae Watan Mere
Watan' in which she
will play a brave
freedom fighter in a
fictional tale set
against the backdrop
of the Quit India
Movement in 1942.

special role in the
forthcomingfilm.

John shared theteaser on
Instagram and wrote,
“Jhagadna nahi aata
mujhe, Sirf jung ladni aati
hai! (I don't know how to
fight, I only know war)
HVaETe i
in cinemas on 12th July
(sic).” Thefilm promises
to deliver an immersive
cinematic experience,
blending heart-pounding
action with gripping
storytelling. As
excitement mounts, fans
areexcited towitnessthe
spectacular experience
on the big screen.
Directed by Nikkhil
Advani, ‘Vedaa will hit
the theatres on July 12.

Salman Khan teaches democracy
to [ndians (and Pakistanis) in
Tiger 3 Let that sink in

What if someonetold you that thelatest Salman Khan
actioner can give you a ready reckoner on why
democracy is better than dictatorship? Maneesh
Sharma'sTiger 3isnot just the popcorn-and-patriotism
entertainer you always expected it to be, the latest
Bhai film also expounds the idea that democracy
needs to be protected against people who declare
themselves to be the sole custodians of the country,
making you hopeful for the future of Indian movies.
For many decades now, star-driven action filmsin
India have been all about seeking revenge. It could
be for the death of the hero’s beloved, or any other
woman; it could be some childhood traumathat has
scarred him for life and he is now looking for
comeuppance; or, it could be all about seeking
retribution for one's country. The last one has been
frequently revisited in our films and has appealed to
the masses. The idea of patriotism, however, has
changed afair bit in our moviesandin 2023, thiswas
particularly evident. Theyear started with Shah Rukh
Khan's Pathaan where a Pakistani agent, played by
Deepika Padukone, had the crowd cheering for her
when she joined forces with SRK’s Indian agent to
save humanity. A few months later, in Jawan, Shah
Rukh gave a rousing monologue where he spoke
directly to his fans about the importance of voting
for the right candidate. The film did not shy away
from taking shotsat the corrupt troikaof bureaucracy,
politicsand business. And the year ended with Salman
Khanin Tiger 3 where his main mission wasto save
Pakistan from the evils of dictatorship.

Tiger 3isan Indian film with an Indian hero at the
center of itsstory but strangely enough, Indiahasno
stakein the story of thisfilm. The many timeswhen
Tiger is asked as to why he cares about what's
happening in Pakistan, he comes up with a rather
flimsy excuse, areason he repeats many timesin the
film. It makesyou wonder why Maneesh and Salman
zeroed inonthissubject for the third Tiger installment.
In the film, the protagonist asks his crew, who are
stand-insfor the audience, aquestion that immediately
tells you about the central idea of this film.
‘Democracy or dictatorship? asks Tiger and hiscrew
respondsin unison, ‘democracy.’

Itisarather strong statement when one of the most
successful movie producing studios in the country
decides to make a film where a choice as simple as
this, at least for Indians who have been living in a
democracy for over 75 years, needs to be reminded
to the audience. The makersactually had to spell out
why the need to have fair elections is essential and
why democracy is better than having a dictator, the
villain of thisstory, who might pretend to have good
intentions. They underline that complete control in
the hands of one person can’t be good for the health
of anation.
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Thereismuchin store
for thelndiantourism
industry. It can expect
a boom for two
reasons. First,
growing popularity of
Kashmir and Goa
both the tourist
destinations. Second,
the Pran-Pratishthaof
RamLdlainAyodhya
which has become a
great religioustourist
destination not only
in India but in the
entire world. It ison
the dotted lines.
Religion attracts
people all over the
world.

But no one had
believed adecade ago
that ice-clad Kashmir
inwinter will become
a big tourist
atraction. Thevalley
had become a
terrorists hide -out.
Stone -pelting and
firing of gunshotshad
become a common
every day feature. All
that is past. In less
than ten vyears
everything has
changed. Noonealso

believed that well
being Kashmiri
populationwill move
to Goa sea beaches
for their holidays.
Now, Kashmir is
coming closer to Goa
known for its
beautiful beaches.
Many would not
believether eyesand
ears. But it is a

reality, though
unbelievable at the
first instance.

Thousands of people
from Kashmir valley
visiting Goa also
underlines that the
two statesare coming
closer.

Both are equally
popular. These two
are among the states
which are the best
tourist destinations
not only in India but
also in the world.
Goans have been
going to Kashmir to
spend holidays for a
long time, but utill a
few yearsago such a
thing wasunthinkable
for Kashmiris.
However, the
situation changed
rapidly and peopl e of
thevalley aregoingto
Goainlarge numbers
to spend holidays.
Those traveling in
Delhi-Goaflight can
easily see this

welcome change. If
you have ever
travelled to Goafrom
the capital’'s Indira
Gandhi International
Airport in recent
times, you must have
seen Kashmirisgoing
to Goa with their
families. This also
confirms that the
situation in Kashmir,
which was once
turbulent, is now
different. During his
recent visit to
Srinagar, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi had also said
that and more.
Kashmir is changing
economically too.

The warmth with
which the people of
Kashmir welcomed
him was
unimaginable till a
few yearsago. " | am
working hard to win
your hearts,"” the
Prime Minister had
said at arally held at
Bakshi Maidan in
Srinagar . The main
reason behind
Kashmiris going to
Goa for holidays is
the peace. Sincethere
Is no direct flight
from Srinagar to Goa,
Kashmirishaveto go
to Delhi first. From
Delhi they will have
to take a flight to
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Goa. When there is
bone-chilling cold in
Kashmir, they begin
journey to Goa.
Kashmiris like to
visit the sea-facing

city from November
to January. It hasan
inclusive society.
Bigger crowds can
be easily seen on

beaches like
Calangute, Baga
Anjuna and

Candolim. If you talk
to Kashmiri tourists
in Goa they they
would tell you two
things.

First , they were
tired of the long
period of unrest in
the valley. Now as
things are getting
better in their state,
they areexperiencing

peace along with
development. They
consider Goa as a
place to relax.
Secondly, Kashmiri
touristswill befound

praising Goa Chief
Minister Pramod
Sawant for one
reason----efforts
made by the Goa
government to
promote tourism and
provide more
facilities and safety
to tourists. Thisis a
big compliment to
the Goagovernment.

The Chief
Minister has
something more up
his sleeves. He has
some new proposals
for "quality tourists”.
Everyonefrom hotel
owner to taxi

Popular people’s Daily of Odisha

Kashmir rubbing shoulderswith Goa

operator will benefit
from the scheme.
Although tourists
keep coming to Goa
throughout theyear ,
the influx is more

from the first week
of October and it is
during Christmas,
New Year et a , that
peak isreached. The
arrival of tourists
continues till the
month of May. Every
year about 80 lakh
tourists visit Goa.
Among them are a
large number of
foreign tourists.

There is no doubt
that the last year i.e.
2023 proved to be
very important in the
development journey
of Goa. Because of
that many important

Boosting the popularity of

Computer scientists
created a new
algorithm to
recommend tags for
social media posts
which should boost
the popularity of the
post inquestion. This
algorithm takes into
account more kinds
of information than
previous algorithms
with a similar goal.
The result is a
measurably improved
view count for posts
which use the tags
recommended by this
new algorithm. Such
research could be
useful commercialy
and for other
researcherswho study
onlinebehavior.

Xueting Wang is a
postdoctoral
researcher at the
Yamasaki Laboratory.
As a keen user of
socia mediasites, she
was puzzled by how
different posts by
different people
achieve notoriety or

fade into obscurity.
Driven by this
curiosity Wang, her
colleague Yiwei
Zhang and their
supervisor, Associate
Professor Toshihiko
Yamasaki,
investigated the
relationship between
socia media content,
the tags attached to
content and the
peoplewho post it.
"It is well-known in
our field that tags for
socia mediapostsare
important,” explained
Wang.

"It's dso known that
the nature of these
tags, and the relative
popularity of the user
in question, can
impact the popul arity
of a post -- for
example the number
of views. What |
wanted to do was
come up with a
systemto recommend
suitable tags for your
posts that would
demonstrably

Sheikh Aqib Farooq

improve their
popularity.”
Thisisfar easier said
than done. Computers
are exceptiona at
precisely  defined
mathematical tasks;
however, some of the
social concepts
explored by the
researchers, such as a
user'spopul arity, aretoo
vaguefor acomputer to
process directly.

Wang and team had to
caefully define every
agpect of theproblemin
mathematical termsfor
an algorithm to be
possble

"Wehad 60,000publidy

available images with
tags, number of views
andasodated user data
from photography
website Flickr to
experiment  with,"
continued\Wang.

"“Tha gave us enough
source data to meke a
system to score
different user andimege
details, and assign
numerical values to
things. This meant we
could perform different
functionsonthedata”
Wengandteemusadthis
datatorank theeffective
successof agpecifictag
in contributing to the
Imagesview count.

socilal media posts

g

Essentidly, successful
tagswererecommended
by this process that
resulted in a20-percent
boogt tothepopul arity of
apod.

But what sets their
approach apart from
othersisthat it tekesinto
accountwhocregtedthe
post.

The system cleverly
imitates the tagging
behavior of peoplewith
high socid popularity
scores to recommend
effectivetags.
"Thedgorithmiscaled
the 'user-aware folk
popularity rank' anditis
thefirs of itskindtobe,

as the name suggests,
avareof theuserinhow
it recommends tags,”
sadWang.
"Weseefromour resuits
that carefully sdlected
tags which express
emotiond impressons
rather than just literd
representations of the
image content will be
more effective. But dl
the tags the system
produces are from an
existing pool and it
would be good to grow
our system so it can
generaenewidess”
Author isadandsas
amultifaceted
professonal with a
wesalth of experience
in skill development,
cvil service
training, and theart
of commentary. His
contributions have
not only empowered
individualsbut have
also enriched the
intellectual
discoursein the
sphereshehas
engaged with.

meetingswerehedin
Goa under G- 20
summit. Goa also
hosted an important
event, G-20
ministers meet
focused on tourism.
The event
symbolized the
unification of
international leaders
and policy makers

engaged in
discussions on
global economic
matters. It

highlighted not only
the natural beauty of
theregion but alsoits
role in shaping
global tourism. It is
true that the G- 20
summit held under
the chairmanship of
India had a positive
impact on the Goa
tourism. One could
seeit intheincrease
in foreign tourists
visit to Goa in the
last two years.

Infact after the G20
summit many
airlines are toying
with the idea of
starting direct flights
to Goa. Famous
cricket writer and
commentator Tony
Cozier once said that
Goa's breathtaking
beaches and life can
attract  anyone.
Bright sunshine

THE KALINGA CHRONICLE 4

invitesto sunbathing
on the beach. It is
also beneficial to
milky skin. The
aroma of coconut
water, melodious
music and wonderful
sea food also attract
to the beaches. A
good many hang out
near the beaches,
shop and eat on the
streets.

Like foreign
tourists, Kashmiris
love the bright
sunshine when their
ownplaceiscloudy and
chilly. Russantourists
dsovigt Goainlarge
numbers every year.
When it is summer in
Gog, itisseverewinter
inthat country, areason
enough to make a
beeline. Several
restaurants and stores
have written namesin
Russan to draw ther
atention.

Abovedl| istheaccess
which is easier. The
Goa government
deserves a pat for it.
The tourism sector
plays a mgor role in
shaping the destiny of
a state. The sooner
the other states
realiseit , the better
(Thewriter isa
senior Editor,
columnist and
former MP)

L etter to Editor

Dear Sir,
WPL on the Rise

Vijaykumar H K
Raichur, Karnataka

Sir

others .

M Pradyu
Kannur

The boost to women's cricket in India arrived in
last year with the WPL auction, which saw winning
bids surpassing other women’sleaguesand Indian
leagues across sports. Before this year season, the
focuswason ddlivering cricket of quality to engage
audiences, which proved successful. Thisyear find,
where RCB secured their inaugural title, attracted
over fifty thousand fans in Delhi, a remarkable
turnout. WPL is believed to have achieved record
viewership for any women's event globally. This
success holds significant implications for Indian
cricket, akin to the transformative impact of the
IPL. Just as IPL propelled India into a cricket
powerhouse, WPL is poised to do the same for
women's cricket, creating opportunities and
enhancing the sport's infrastructure and global
presence. Anticipation for the futureis palpable.

Itsreally delightful to know that our own sandwich,
the tasty, spicy and crispy Vada pav has figured
on thelist of top 50 best sandwichesin the world.
Accordingto TasteAtlas, a global travel and food
guide Vada pav, the most popular street food and
synonymouswith Mumbai ranks 19th alongwith
other popular sandwicheslike Vietham’sbanh mi,
Turkey’s tombik doner, Lebanon’s shawarma,
Mexico’stortas, and United states |obster roll and

Mumbai's own vadapav the crispy and deep-fried
potato ball stuffed between two pav or white buns
served with ahot red chutney with coconut, peanuts,
garlic, tamarind, and chillies is said to be the
creation of a vendor Ashok Vaidya, who worked
near the Dadar train station in the 1960s , made
this tasty affordable, and easy to prepare dish to
satiate hungry commutersand the commoners. This
vegetarian sandwich, the common street food for
therich and the poor has definitely madethe already
famousIndian culinary more popular globally.

Geeth Thalikavu Kannur 670001.
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CEQ SSCL/Commissioner SMC ReviewsProgress Additional Secretary,
mear C| yProlecsm Downtown, Srinagar

Srinagar (Aasif
Malik): Dr.Owais
Ahmed 1AS, the
CEO,SSCL/
Commissioner SMC,
conducted an extensive
review of the ongoing
smart city projects in
Downtown , Srinagar.
Accompanied by Senior
Officers from
SMC,Srinagar Smart
City and Allied
Departments CEO,SSCL

personally assessed the
progress achieved at
various project sites
during a thorough
inspection. The primary
objective of thevisit was
to evaluate the current
status of the smart city
projects in Downtown,
ensuring that they areon
track for timely
completion. During the
review, CEO,SSCL
closely examined the

developments at each
project site and engaged
with officials to address
any challenges or
bottlenecks hindering
progress. CEO
emphasized the
importance of effective
coordination among all
stakeholdersinvolved to
ensure seamless
execution and timely
completion of the
projects.

India Post celebrated itsunique
heritage on River Ganga
1= . el

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):Kolkata GPO is
celebrating its
establishment of 250
years of historical
journey from 14th -19th
March 2024 . As a part
of celebration, an unique
initiative of releasing a
Boat Carried Special
Cover was organised on
18th March 2024 on
River Ganga flowing
between Kolkata on one
sideand Howrah on other
side. A Carried Cover is
atypeof specia philatelic
cover which is carried
from one destination to
another destination in
commemomoration of

some special event.

A Boat Carried Cover on
" River Mail " was
initiated from Howrah
Railway Station Post
Office(at the river side)
and carried by aHarkara
on a boat travelling on
River Hooghly from
Howrah to
Dakshineswar and then
to Fairlie Place Jetty.
The Specia Cover was
cancelled at all three
locations by Chief Post
Master General of West
Bengal Circle Shri Nirgj
Kumar in presence of
Chief Guest-Arjuna
awardee woman
swimmer Padmashri

Smt. Bula Choudhury
and eminent international
swimmer Shri Sanjiv
Chakraborty and three
Post Master Generals-
Shri Sanjiv Ranjan (
Kolkata Region) , Shri
Supriyo Ghosh (Mails &
BD ) , Smt . Shashi
Shalini Kujur ( South
Bengal Region)

Centuries ago , mails
from different areas of
theworld useto come by
ships to Khejuri port in
Midnapur district ,then
redistributed and sent to
onwardjourney by boatsto
the addressees to different
parts of Bengal and some
other regionsof India.

|CAR CIFRI organizes artificial bregding of prized Hilsa
InTiver Gangaunder NamamiGangeprogramme

Kolkata,(KCN):The
GangaRiver is the abode
for many
significantcommercially
important fish speciesand
Hilsa (Tenuaosailisha) is
oneaf them. But nowadays
there have been concerns
about the declining if its
populaionin Gangadueto
various factors such as
over fishing, habitat
degradation,pollution,
changes in river flow
pattern, manmade Dams
and barrages. Several
reports and studies have
highlighted regularly about
the declining trend of this

important fish. Inthelast
five years,the Central
Inland Fisheries Research

Institute (ICAR),
Barrackpore under
NMCG project is making
landmark efforts
towardsartificia breeding
of Hilsa fishes for
maintaining sustainable
Hilsapopulationintheentire
Gangetic stretch.

The breeding of were
initiated atGodakhdli, south
24 PGS, a renowned
breeding ground of hilsain
West Bengdl . A continuous
breeding programmes
were celebrated over one

week this year and
successful wild bred on
board using the stripping
method a Godakhdi (12.3
lakh €ggs) and
smultaneoudy washddin
Farakka, Murshidabad (1.6
lakh eggsand 40000 Hilsa
spawn) also.To enhance
thestock of Hilsapopulation
and support thelivelihood
of local fishermen,
theranching was
performed at the upstream
of Farakka barrage with
those artificialy bred 13.9
lakh hilsa eggs and
40000spawn in theriver
Ganga,indifferent suitable
place at Rajmahal,
Jharkhand, Baluga and
GaziapurMalda, West
Bengd to protect it from
strong currentsand human
interference.

MoC, Government of Kolkata sudent

IndiavisitsNTPC Ramagundam & Telangana scores All India

Peddapalli, (KCN):

Additional Secretary,
MoC, Government of
IndiaVismitaTej visited
Ramagundam and
Telangana on Monday.
Visiting the Telangana
STPP control room,
Vismita Tej interacted
with the Operation
executives and young
ETs followed by avisit
to Telanganaboiler. She
took an aerial view of
various systems from
93mitr. Later shevisited
RSTPS trackhopper
and discussed the
unloading issues with
the Coal handling
executives followed by
her visit to 100 MW
Floating Solar was
pleasant and was hugely

COAST GUARD CONDUCTS AV

appreciated.
Addressing the
gathering in an
interaction meeting with
Sr officials of NTPC
and SCCL, Vismita Tej
addressed the gathering
and enlightened with the

scenario of coal
availability, evacuation
and logistics and urged
both NTPC and SCCL
to collaborate more
closely and create a
win-win situation for
both. Director

i TECH

MANAGEI\/I ENT CONFERENCE ATKOLKATA

3 m:mi Wiy

Kolkata, (KCN): The
XVIth Indian Coast
Guard Technical and
Logistics Management
Conference (TLMC)
was inaugurated by
Director General Rakesh
Pal, DGICG today at
Kolkata. The three day
annual conference was
attended by Deputy
Director General
(M&M), Commander
Coast Guard Region
North East and senior
technical and logistics
officers & policymakers

"Worthless
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of Indian Coast Guard
from across the country.
The TLMC is aimed at

improving the
effectiveness of technical
and logistics support to
thel CG fleet of shipsand
crafts and to bring
together key
stakeholders, Shipyards,
OEM, PAC and industry
leaders to deliberate on
pressing issues and
advancements in the
Coast Guard fleet
maintenance domain.
Brainstorming sessions

on various topics would
cover maintenance
issues, challenges faced
by the fleet, logistics
imperativeswith special
attention to enhance
indigenous content along
the lines of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat'.
Deliberations and
discussions on a
comprehensive roadmap
for future integration of
technological
advancements  and
logistical innovationsinto
the operational

Operations, SCCL
NVK Srinivas, ED- FM,
NTPC Pradipta Kumar
Mishra, ED (R&T) Kedar
Ranjan Pandu, GMs and
senior officers of NTPC
accompanied Vismita Te
during her vigit.

CAL LOGISTICS

framework of theIndian
Coast Guard are planned
to ensure enhanced fleet
operations for meeting
the mandated duties of
the service.

The conference would
also serve as a platform
for robust knowledge
exchange, facilitating
discussions on cutting-
edge technologies, best
practices and emerging
trends in Technical and
Logistics domains
pertinent to maritime
operations.

Brother For Leaving Uncle Sharad

New Delhi(KCN): Ajit
Pawar may be
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister, but that
hasn't stopped hisbrother
- Shrinivas Pawar - from
exercising an elder
sibling'sprivilege, astern
rebuke, ahead of the Lok
Sabhaelection.

A video of Mr Pawar's
scolding has been shared
online. In it, Shrinivas
Pawar distances himself
from hisbrother andlabels

him "nalayak", or
"worthless". He also
accuses him of

abandoning their uncle,
Sharad Pawar, when the
veteran politician needed
him the most. "It is my
personal opiniontherecan
be no more worthless
person than him (Ajit
Pawar)," Mr Pawar told
reporters.
Notinggnificantly, thejabs
came as he visited a
temple in Maharashtra's
Baramati, which is the
family stronghold; Sharad
Pawar is a six-time MP
from this seat, including
four consecutive wins
between 1996 and 2004.
The seat has been held by
hisdaughter, SupriyaSule,
snce.

In the 2024 election Ms
Sule will likely face-off
againg Ajit Pawar's wife

Sunetra.

"I followed Ajit al the
time... in al Stuations. |
supported decisions and
never questioned him.
Many people know me
here (Baramati)... | grew
up here. When Ajit and |
hedadiscussion, | toldhim,
'you keep contesting
Baramati as MLA and
leave Lok Sabha under
Pawar saheb's
leadership... as we are
grateful tohimfor various
thingshedidfor us. | didn't
fed good about leavinghim
aoneat 83."

Pawar senior lso said the
83-year-old Sharad Pawar
had done a lot for the
family.

"Some of our friendstold
methefuturelieswithAjit
instead of Sharad... but
this thought was very
painful. (I don't) want to

leaveapersonintheir old
age... a person who can
benefit us. In my persona
view, if someonethinksin
such a way, he is an
incompetent person,” he
declared

Shrinivas Pawar wasn't
doneyet. Hea so accused
Ajit of standing on the
shoulder of their unclefor
political gain, and then
cagtinghimaside, andthen
appeared to signal abreak
with hisbrother.
"Thisislikeremovingthe
owner of a house after
getting ownership of the
land. We all know
whoever got positions in
politics... it wasbecause of
Sharad Pawar. Like
medicines (which havean
expiry date) some
relationshipsasoexpire. |
am 60... | can't live under
pressure,” he said.

Shrinivas Pawar's
broadside at his brother
was a stinging one, but it
wasunlikely that it wasan
unexpected one; last
month the Deputy Chief
Minister said, "My entire
family will now beagainst
me. They will campaign
against me... but my
workers are my family
now."

This particular Pawar
versus Pawar sgquabble
comes as Ajit Pawar's
faction faced a setback in
the Supreme Court in a
battle for the undivided
NCP's clock symbol. It,
and the NCP name, was
giventoAjit Pawar by the
Election Commission, but
the Sharad Pawar camp
haschallenged that award.
Thecourt has, for now, said
the Ajit Pawar camp gets
the symbol, but only with

GATE Rank 43
dreams to be a
Bioprocess
Engineer from
[T Madras

Kolkata,(KCN):Proud
to state that Aishee

Chakraborty from
B.Tech-Biotechnology,
4th year, Heritage
Institute of Technology
secured an All India
Rank of 43in GATE 2024
in the area of
Biotechnology.

More than 8 lakh
students applied for
GATE 2024 and around
6.8 lakh students
appeared for this exam.
Around 1 lakh students
havequdifiedwhichis18
percent of the students
appeared.

"I have given my hard
work in this exam, and
the rank which | have
secured makes me feel
proud. | thank my faculty
members who have
helped me a lot. | want
to pursue higher studies
in M.Tech- Bioprocess
Engineering at IIT,
Madras, " said Aishee.
"Aishee had made us
proud and she is dways
good in studies, " said
Prof. Srabanti Basu,
Head of the Department,
Biotechnology, Heritage
Institute of Technology.

Ajit Pawar Scolded By Older

suitable disclaimersin all
instances of use. The
court also questioned the
poll panel'srecognition of
theAjit Pawar camp asthe
"real” NCP, just as it
recognised Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde's Sena as
the"real Shiv Sena’.

In July last year, Pawar
junior forced abresk within
the Nationalist Congress
Party founded and led by
Sharad Pawar; Ajit Pawar
led 40+ MLASs into the
waiting arms of the
Bharatiya Janata Party,
strengthening the BJP-
Shinde Shiv Senafaction's
control of theMaharashtra
government.

Since then, uncle and
nephew have traded
barbs. In January, Ajit
Pawar attacked Sharad
Pawar for not stepping
down asthe party boss, as
he had promised. "Some
do not retire..." he
declared.

The Pawar family split
also compounded the
problems of the Maha
Vikas Aghadi, a
mismatched (on the face
of it) alliance between
the Congress, the NCP
and the Shiv Sena group
led by ex-Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray,
which went through its
own civil war almost
exactly one year earlier.
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CUTTACK(KCN):
Development has been a
miragefor thevillagersof
Bondal under the Tangi-
Choudwar block of
Cuttack district.

Only 20 kilometres away
from a town, Bondal
village is inhabited by
some 80 families. For the
villagers, basic amenities
are a distant dream, let
alone the government
schemes that seem to
have made adetour tothe
village.

With no motorable road,
an ambulance can't
come to the village.
Shifting a patient or a
woman in labour to the
hospital is always a
herculean task for the
villagers. There are
instances when serious
patients were shifted on

motorcycles.

About the drinking water
facility, the least said the
better. There is only one
tubewell inthevillageto
meet the requirements of
80 families, forcing
villagers to use water
from apond.

The wait for a pucca
house seems unending.
Hema Mallick and
Sanatan Mallick are two
eligiblebeneficiariesfora
pucca house but they are
yet to receive them. For
a house, they have
requested administrative
officials to the local
MLA, but to no avail. In
2020, Sanatan Mallick
received the work order
for hishouse. Meanwhile,
four years have passed,
and nothing has
progressed.

Isthisdevelopment? Neglected Od\shavwl\age

SRC On Contlgency Plan

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Asthe General Elections
2024 is going to be held
in sunny May, Special
Relief Commissioner
(SRC) ACS Satyabrata
Sahu has asked all
Collectors to prepare a
contingency plan for
smooth conduct of the
twin elections.

Writing a letter to all
Collectors, the SRC Shri
Sahu said General
Elections, 2024 has been
declared by the Election
Commission of India.
During this period, there
may be extreme heat
wave conditions which
challenge health and
conduct of elections.
The IMD has issued
seasonal outlook on
temperature and rainfal
for hot weather season
during March to May,
2024. The maximum
temperatureismost likely
to prevail over most of
the parts of the State,
ACS Shri Sahu said.
Similarly, the IMD has
been issuing daily

BJD

Bhubaneswar (K CN):
Amid speculationsover
itspre-poll aliancewith
BJP, the Governing
BJD today formally
started holding
meetings for the
upcoming Lok Sabha
and Assembly
electionsin the State.
BJD President and
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik held
two different meetings
with the MLAs and
senior leaders of Puri
and Kendrapara Lok
Sabha constituencies
at Naveen Niwas on
Monday.

Senior BJD leaders
including Arun Sahoo,
Rudra Maharathy,
Sanjay Das Burma,
Uma Samantaray, and
Satyanarayana

wl LA

bulletins during the
Summer Season. He
asked the Collectors to
follow these bulletins
daily for appropriate
actions. They have been
requested to take
mitigation, preparedness
and response measures.
“Heat wave mitigation
measures involve multi-
sectoral and multi-

dim'ensonal
administrative approach
such as provisioning of

drinking water,
temporary  shelter,
rescheduling of working
hours, rescheduling of
timing of schools/ public
educational institutions
and providing better
medical emergency
services and public

Holds Poll

Lok Sabha

Puri
segment which was
held in the morning.
However, Puri MP

Pinaki Misra has
remained absent in the
meeting, which raises
many questions.

Speaking to media
persons, Sahoo said
the schedule for
simultaneous election
in Odisha was
announced and M odel
Code of Conduct has
been enforced.

The Chief Minister
called a meeting and
discussed the
organizational
situation of Puri
parliamentary
constituency today.
The Chief Minister has
asked to strengthen

| d
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A ssembly
constituencies under
Puri MP seat, he said.
The BJD boss has
also asked to expedite
the work to enhance
interaction with the
public. A detailed
road map has been
prepared to become
closer to the voters,
the BJD general
secretary said.

In the afternoon, BJD
top leadership held a
meeting with the
MLAsand leaders of
Kendrapara
parliamentary
constituency. BJD
leaders including
Pratap Deb,
Sashibhusan Behera,
Dhruba Sahu, Pratap
Jena, Arabinda

hedlth, etc. to reduce the
negative impact of
extreme heat wave
conditions,” the SRC
noted.

Asitisan election year,
several ralies are going
to be held. So, the
collectors were
instructed to take
proactive measures with
thehelp of concernedline
Departments.

SRC Shri Sahu directed
the Collectors to follow
the detailed instructions

that had been
communicated in
February on

preparedness and
precautionary measures
to betakeninview of the
Heat wave conditions,
2024.“ Your personal
attention is highly
required for effective
heat wave management
in your district. Any
untoward situation shall
be brought before the
undersigned for
immediateintervention,”
he wrote to the
Collectors.

Talk

Mohapatra and
Ansuman Mohnaty
attended the meeting.
The Chief Minister has
discussed the
organizational issues
and chalked out a
strategy towin all seats
in the upcoming polls,
aBJD leader said.
Meanwhile, State BJP
President Manmohan
Samal went to Delhi on
Monday following a
meeting of the party
core committee and
the election committee.
Party sources said that
he went to Delhi with
the list of shortlisted
candidates for the
upcoming elections
prepared in the
election committee
meeting.

However, thefinal list
of candidates will be
prepared once the

candidates are
shortlisted from the
existing list.

Moreover, the BJP
Parliamentary Board
will takeafinal call on
who will be BJP's
candidatefromwhere.

enspo\ hoycot

" Thevillagers' pent-up anger may
find an outlet thiselection asthey
. y are determined to boycott polls.

; . “Six to seven years have passed
since Cyclone Fani pulled down
my house. | am still living in a
dilapidated house. Isthisthereal
picture of development?’ rued
| Sanatan.

“In the absence of aroad, neither
ambulance nor fire tenders can
reach our village. We experience
alot of difficultieswhenwe have
to shift a patient to hospital or
when a house catches fire,” said
Abhisekh Mallick, avillager.

“When the election comes,
leadersmake abeelinewith alist
of promises. But after the
election, they forget us. Thistime,
we won't cast votes,” said Mitu

"igll-.
...*"4'

Mallick, avillager.
When contacted, Tangi-
Choudwar BDO Hemanta

Kumar Mohanta said, “After an
. enquiry, wewill take appropriate
steps.”

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN
Maharishi Public School, Baripada

STD-NURSERY TO VIII

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

(Special discount for new admission before 15,03,2023)

Find the Difference
- Small Classes

- Experienced, frained & loving teachers.

- Individual attention to each child.
- Regular meditation and yoga.
- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

25% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact ;

Call-9438102188, 06792-2552217
Time : 8.00 A.M. to 12.00 noon

E-mail- mps.bpd(@gmail.com

Find us on
Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Empowering Res

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Women are the
embodiment of

remarkable strength,
juggling respongibilitiesat
home, and thriving in

their professional
endeavours. They
navigate the

complexities of modern
life with grace, carving
their own unique paths
to success. Their
remarkable journeys
serve as evidence of

their adeptness at
overcoming the
obstacles of

contemporary life and
carving out distinctive
paths towards success.
To commemorate
International Women's
Day, the ‘She Is
Amazon'drive by
Amazon under the
theme of ‘Inspire
Inclusion’ celebrates
women whodemonstrate
resilience by forging
their own unique
identitieswhile balancing

home and personal
responsibilities.

One such example is
Parna Mehta,born and
raised in Mumbai,
whoembarked on her
career inthelT industry
after graduating as a
computer engineer in
2002. For over six
years, she honed her
skills in various
software development
roles across India, the
UK, andAustralia, then
Parna opted for a
career break that
spanned almost 12
years as she chose to
prioritize family
anddedicated herself to
raising her two sons.
With an arising need to
be financially
independent, Parna
decided to re-join the
workforce. Returning to
the workforce after
such a long hiatus
presented significant
challenges. Her once-
advanced skills had

become outdated, and the
lack of readily available
flexible work options
seemed insurmountable.
Yet, Parna refused to be
discouraged. She started
working  part-time,
teaching coding, and
designing curriculum for
kids, a testament to her
ability to adapt and pivot.
Never one to shy away
from learning, Parna
actively sought
opportunities to upskill.
She participated in the

Amazon Web
Services(AWS) re/Start,a
12-weeks full-time

skillworkforce
development training
program that prepares
individualsfor careersin
the cloud and connects
them to potential
employers. This was a
crucial step in her
journey towards cloud
computing. Thisdecision
not only rekindled her
passion for technology
but also opened doors to

MGM School of Sports Signs MoU with Ravi
Shastr_ I's Coaching Beyond Cricket Academy

Bhubaneswver (KCN):Odda
isastate rich in sporting
heritage across various
disciplines. To enhance
the sporting culture in
Odishaand produce more
outstanding cricketers,

MGM  Group has
established a state-of-
the-art High
Performance Cricket
Academy at Kapursingh,
Gurudijhatia near
Cuttack city, 30 kmsfrom
Bhubaneswar, named
MGM School of Sports.
It will promote the ideal
objectives of high
performance & quality-
driven cricket culture in
the state. Thisresidential
academy isafully owned
subsidiary of MGM
Minerals Ltd., the
flagship company of
MGM Group, Odisha.

With the support of the
present administrative
machinery namely, the
Govt. of Odisha & the
Odisha Cricket
Association we are
confident that the MGM
School of Sports, will
enhance the cricket
ecosystemin Odishaand
strive to produce
outstanding cricketers.
MGM School of Sports
will work as a feeder
organization in the model

of National Cricket
Academy & other
coaching centresof high
reputation. With state-
of-the-art infrastructure
which includes
residential facilities,
international -standard
cricket grounds, Turf,
Astroturf and Matting
pitches, asix laneindoor
arena, well-equipped
gymnasium, swimming
pool, physiotherapy &
recovery centre,
motivation hall,
rehabilitation centre,
beach volley ball court,
basketball court etc.
Thissportsacademy will
serve as a training hub
for aspiring cricketersto

undergo intensive
training to achievetheir
goals.

The MGM School of
Sports has signed an
MoU with Coaching
Beyond, one of India's
premier cricket
coaching institutions,
founded by Shri Ravi
Shastri, Shri BArunand
Shri R. Sridhar, former
Team India coaches.
Coaching Beyond will be
the knowledge &
technical partner for this
ventureof MGM School
of Sports to facilitate
and execute high quality

coaching programs with
the aim to bring the
world's best practices to
the heart of Odisha.

In addition to these
illustrious coaches, MGM
School of Sports has also
roped in Shri S.L.
Venkatapathy Raju,
former Indian test
cricketer as their
consultant coach for this
prestigious project.

To kickstart this venture,
up to 50 young male
cricketerswill be selected
through a transparent
process and offered high
performancetraining at a
subsidised fee. The
number of traineeswill be
increased in future for
both male and female
cricketers. In addition to
this special program, the
academy will aso run a
daily coaching program
which will be open to all
agegroupsof boys& girls.

Shri Pankaj Lochan
Mohanty, CMD, MGM
Minerals Ltd. expressed
his confidence and
believes that this
collaboration will augur
well for the future of
Odisha cricket and go on
to become one of the most
coveted cricket training
centres in the world.

Jindal Sainless partners with JBM Auto to
roll out over 500 ener gy-efficient electric buses

Bhubaneswar,
(KCN):Pioneering eco-
mobility revolution in
India, Jindal Stainless,
India's largest
stainlesssteel
manufacturer, ispartnering
with JBM Auto Ltd., the
country’s largest electric
bus manufacturer, for
fabrication of over 500
energy-efficient andlight-
weight stainless steel

electric buses. Jindal
Stainlesswill provide JT
Tubes, made up oflow-
carbon, chromium-
manganese austenitic
stainless steel to JBM
Auto. The materid, dso
denoted as N7 in Bureau
of Indian Standards
specification, 6911, has
threetimesthestrength of
the carbon steel currently
used to fabricate

buses.JBM Auto, with an
order book of over 5000
eectricbuses isprogressng
in a transitional manner
towards fabricating its
electric buses from the
earlier used, carbon sted to
stainless steel now. This
would result in
lightweighting, enhanced
performance, higher
strength and durability of
the buses.

the world of cloud
expertise. With
unwavering
determination, she
earned multiple AWS
certifications, including
the highly sought-after
AWS Certified Solution
Architect
Associatesupported by
the SheBuilds
programdesigned to
create an inclusive and
supportive environment
for technical skills
development.

TPSODL Bags Bedt

Berhampur, March:
TPSODL (TP Southern
Odisha Distribution
Limited) received the
“Best Innovation
Project” in Innovation
Council-2023 in Mumbai
for Designing and
implementing of 'Press
Fit Fuse'. This Patented
Saf ety Innovation
Project, "PressFit Fuse,"
was implemented at
various DSS
(Distribution Substations)
at TPSODL to eliminate
electrical accidents and
ensure utmost safety.
The award was received
by Mr. Sushil Panigrahi,
Head, Safety, TPSODL
from Mr. Himal Tewari,
CHRO, Chief
Sustainability, and CSR,
TATA Power during the

Annual Award
Ceremony.

Earlier, in the case of a
burnt fuse, linemen

replacedit by climbingup
to the HG fuse structure
physically. Despite safety
zones created
surrounding the el ectrical
structure, accident cases

ience ParnaMenta'sJourney from Career Bresk toAWS,

Speaking about her
experience, Parna
shares, "The flexibility
and support offered by
AW Shave been
instrumental in my
professional growth.
Programs like AWS re/
Start and
SheBuildsplayed a vital
role in equipping me
with the necessary skills
and confidence to re-
enter the workforce.”

Parna's ambition
transcended acquiring

NIring

technical expertise. She
wanted to empower
others, especially
women who, like her,
sought to re-enter the
workforce. Becoming a
mentor, Parna actively
involved herself inAWS
programs like CloudUp
for Her, Tech4Her, and
BeSA, guiding and
supporting aspiring
women re-starters,”|
appreciate the
opportunity to inspire
and empower other

nnovation Project Award for P

BEST INMOVATION PROJECT IM IMN
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kept occurring fromtime
to time. Also, a longer
time was required while
replacing a faulty fuse.
To tackle this traditional
fuse and method of
replacing the fuse,
TPSODL developed the
Press Fit Fuse. It works
on press-fit principles,

Airtel Xstream Fiber unlocks
its NEW All-in-One plans

Bhubaneswar: To serve the needs of premium
households who want the next generational
connectivity and entertainment experience, Bharti
Airtel (“Airtel”), India's premier communications
solutions provider, has once again raised the bar in
the home broadband segment with the launch of three
new all-in-one plans built for the evolving
entertainment needs of today’s connected homes.
Vir Inder Nath, CEO — Homes, Bharti Airtel had
this to say: “Our new plans are built for India's
emerging entertainment needs. Through these bundle
offersweplanto offer our discerning customersgreat
value, convenience and unlock amulti-faceted digital

experience.”

Increased broadband consumption in Indian homes
has given rise to the phenomena of hybrid viewing,
where familiesarelooking to consume OTT content
on the TV screen along with linear TV without the
hasd e of managing multiple subscriptionsand devices.
Airtel’s plans are the first of their kind in terms of
catering to the evolving entertainment needs of the
whole family and come with: Subscription to 17
premium OTTsto gowith unlimited data. Thisincludes
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney+ Hotstar and Airtel
Xstream Premium ((SonyL.iv, Lionsgate, Hoichoi and
11 more OTTs). 350+ TV channels covering the best
of linear TV. Airtel 4K Xstream TV Box* that allows
youtoenjoy OTT andlinear TV content withasingle

device and single remote.
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women through
mentorship and share my
knowledge through
training.”

In late 2022, Parna's
dedication and

perseverance paid off.
She landed her dream
role as an Authorized
Instructor at AWS.
Today, she trains
customers, sharing her
knowledge and passion
for cloud technology.
This success not only
marks a personal

ugonand Trangformation

triumph but also
embodies the
transformative power of
Amazon'sinitiativeslike
re/Start and SheBuilds,
which have been
instrumental in
empowering individuals
like Parna to redefine
their careers.Her story, a
remarkable example of
reslienceand reinvention,
was featured in the book
"Cloud Career Journeys,"
further inspiring countless
individuals.
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which canbereplacedin
a comparatively easier
way standing from
ground level without
taking any risk. Noladder
and additional electrical
tools are required to
replace the newly
developed fuse.

This innovation ensures

—

quick fuse replacement
and outagerestorationin
a safe manner.
Additionally, it is cost-
effective and safe. One
skilled person can
replacethefaulty fusein
minimal time and effort
without climbing to the
heights. It is noteworthy

an .
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that this Press Fit Fuse
wasdevel oped dong with
Govt. ITI College,
Berhampur, with required
technical and resource
support from the
TPSODL Safety and
Operation team. It is
jointly patented by
TPSODL and Govt. ITI
Berhampur.

EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCESAWAIT
SINGAPOREAIRLINESCUSTOMERS

Singapore: Airlines
(SIA) today unveiled its
all-new flagship
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges at
Singapore Changi Airport
Terminal 3,following a
S$50 millionre-design,
upgrade, and expansion
project. This willfurther
enhance the on-ground
customer experience at
theAirling smain hub,and
comes asthe demand for
international air travel
from and through
Singapore takes off once
again.

The Private Room,
theFirst Classsection of
the SilverKris Lounge,
the Business Class
section of the SilverKris
Lounge, and the
KrisFlyer Gold Lounge
can collectively
accommodate around
1,150 customers within

their 6,100 square-
metres, translating
to30% more seats and
space. Thisaso doubles
the capacity that was
available during the
pandemicwhile the
upgradingworks were
going on. TheAirlinehas
createda sanctuarythat
has been
thoughtfullydesigned to
enhance the comfort and
convenience of diverse
groups of travellers, and
meet their evolving needs
in the coming
years.Customers will be
ableto enjoy world-class
productsand services, as
well as enticingfood and
beverage options, around
the clock at the lounges
beforetheir flight.

Mr Goh Choon Phong,
Chief Executive Officer,
SingaporeAirlines, said:
“Extensive customer

engagement and
research havegone into
the design of the new
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges.
Customerswill enjoy
thoughtfully
curatedproduct offerings
andexperience  the
signhatureSingapore
Airlines hospitality,
allwithina comfortable
and restful environment,
ensuring that they are
refreshed and ready for
their journey.

“Openingthesel ounges
at this time signals our
commitment to SIA’s
premium brand and
growth strategy. It
reinforcesour positionas
Changi Airport’s anchor
airline, and reflects our
confidence in
Singapore’sfuture as a
pre-eminent global air
hub.”

WHEC recognizesAmritaVishwaVidyapeetham
asexcellenceworldwidein Gender Equality

Barcelona: Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham
was invited to the
UNESCO World Higher
Education Conference
(WHEC), which recently
took placein Barcelona,
Spain. UNESCO
recognized Amritaasone
of five universities of
excellenceworldwidefor
itsperformancein gender
equdlity.

The WHEC aims to
reshape ideas and
practices in higher

education to ensure
sustainable devel opment
for the planet and
humanity, as well as to
define and prepare a
roadmap for a new era
of higher education.

As the world comes out
of COVID-19, the
WHEC’s goals and
strategic scope remain,
and the new timeframe
represents an opportunity
to deepen and expand
common efforts of
knowledge production,

policy dialogue,
exchange, and
networking.

S w a m i
Amritaswarupananda
Puri, President of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
participated in a round
table called
“Universities’
Contribution to Gender
Equality: A global
perspective’. Adding to
his views Swami
Amritaswarupananda
expressed how Amritais

making a difference in
terms of gender equality
and which policies have
been put into place at the
university level. Gender
equality isnumber fivein
theUnited Nations' list of
17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs).He explained
how the culture of gender
equality is not
implemented only in
terms of policies within
Amrita, but also
practiced in spirit.

Theround tableincluded
Dr. Gloria Bonder,
UNESCO Chair on
Women, Science and
Technology; Dr. Ricardo

Vilanueva Lomeli,
Rector General,
University of
Guadalajara; Ms.

Elizabeth Shepherd,
L eader of the
Consultancy team, Times
Higher Education; and
Dr. Victoria Galan-
Muros, Chief of
Research and Analysis,
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Nigeria stun under strength Namibia at African Games

NewDelhi:The
Achimota Oval at Accra
witnessed one of the
greatest updates in T20
Internationals on
Monday (March 18) as
38th-ranked Nigeria
snatched a last-ball win
over adepleted Namibian
side at the ongoing
African Games. This
result dealt acritical blow
to Namibia's hopes of
direct qudificationfor the
2026 T20 World Cup.

Nigeriacaptain Sylvester
Okpe sealed a famous
comeback victory with a
booming six over extra
cover on thefinal ball of
the 20th over, slamming
ahip-high full toss from
Shaun Fouche out of the
ground to completewhat,
by ICC T20I rating, was
the most extraordinary
upset in the history of the
format. Before the two
sidesmet, Nigeria's T20I
rating was amere 74.00,
while Namibia were
nealy 119 points above
them at 192.78, vying to
hold ontoacrucial slotin
the top 12 which could
see them through to the

2026 T20 World Cup
come the cut-off at the
end of June.

The confirmation of the
qualification criteria for
the 2026 T20 World Cup
last week set up a
rankings-race that will
see Namibia jockeying
for position with Ireland,
Zimbabwe, Scotland and
the Netherlandsto secure
theinsurance of atop 12
ranking ahead of the
2024 edition.

The announcement that
the ICC would again be
relying on T20I rankings
to allocate between two
and four qualification
slots for the flagship
short-format tournament
affordsapotentid lifeline
to sides failing to make
the Super 8 stage of the
2024 edition, lending a
sudden salience to
poorly-understood
rankings table. In the
context of that contest,
Namibia will likely rue
their decision to send a
development squad to
Ghana for the African
Games, having now lost
both of their first two

matches - the first to a
similarly understrength
Zimbabwe and now to a
spirited but unfancied
Nigerianside.

Missing the magjority of
their senior side, Namibia
struggled to impose
themselves with the bat
after winning the toss.
Left-arm spinner |saac
Danladi claimed two
wickets for just six runs
in his first three-over
spell as Namibia
struggled to 30-4 in the
Powerplay. Young
offspinner Joshua Asia
kept the pressure on at
the other end, his four
overs returning figures
of 1-14 as the
Namibians were
frustrated through the
middle overs. Dylan
Leicher's unbeaten 42
from No. 6 ensured a
measure of
respectability at the
break, seeing Namibiato
atotal of 121 for 7, but
with barely a run-a-ball
required, Nigeria will
have sensed an

opportunity.
The Nigerian top-order

England Women'stour of New
Zealand 2024 - Serlesdlgest

NewDelhi:A
swashbuckling half-
century from Heather
Knight wasinstrumental
in England taking a 1-0
lead in the T20I series
against New Zealand.
While Tammy Beaumont
fell early for 15, Sophia
Dunkley set herself up
for a long haul at the
crease after smashing six
boundaries. However,
shefell for 32 by theend
of theeighth over, forcing
England to rebuild.

KL Rahu

NewDelhi:KL Rahul,
undergoing rehab at the
National Cricket
Academy (NCA) in
Bengaluru, will join his
Indian Premier League
(IPL) franchiseintwo or
three days. The skipper
of the Lucknow Super
Giants team, who has
been out of cricket since
the first Test against
England in January, has
been cleared to take part
in the IPL."He will be
very much available
from the first game of
the season," said a
franchise source. Rahul
was expected to leave
for Lucknow on March
20 but in view of the
pre-1PL Captains
Conclave in Chennai on
March 21, he may join
the teammates a day
later. LSG'sfirst gameis
against Rajasthan
Royals in Jaipur on
March 24. ThelPL kick-
starts on March 22.As
previously reported by
this website, Rahul will

Knight thenjoined forces
with Maia Bouchier to
revive the innings as the
duo ended up adding 91
for the third wicket.
While Bouchier couldn't
accelerate as much as
she would have liked,
Knight was fluent in her
stay at the crease as she
hammered 63 before
departing in the
penultimate over as
England finished with a
strong 160 on the board.
In reply, New Zealand

be using the IPL as a
platform to make a
comeback into Twenty20
Internationals. A career
opener, Rahul will be
playing in the middle
order and also will be
keeping wickets during
the IPL. "He will be
keeping wickets from
the first game itself to
stake his claim in the
India team for the
Twenty20 World Cup,” a
source, well conversant
with the development,
said.Rahul, who went to
London to consult an
expert for nagging
qguadriceps pain last
month, was cleared by
NCA on Monday after

were handed ablow very
early in the game as 19-
year-old Isabella Gaze
fell inthefirst over for a
duck. Georgia Plimmer
and Suzie Bates then
added 60 for the second
wicket but they allowed
therequired rateto climb
up. Maddy Green's 14-
ball 8 added to their woes
as the onus was now on
Bates to help the hosts
get closer to the target.
While she did hit afifty,
needing 71 from thefinal
five overs proved to be
too much for New
Zedand asthey fell well
short of the target by 27
runs.

Brief scores:. England
Women 160/4in 20 overs
(Heather Knight 63, Maia
Bouchier 43*; Jess Kerr
1/26) beat New Zealand
Women 133/5in 20 overs
(Suzie Bates 65; Lauren
Bell 2/29) by27 runs

t0]oin LG innext two days
il

he proved his fitness by
playing agame.

It has come to light that
Pat Cummins, aRs 20.5
Crore buy by the
SunRisers Hyderabad,
will belinkingupwith his
teammates in
Hyderabad on Tuesday.
The SRH team has been
having a camp in
Hyderabad for the last
few days and Cummins,
named captain of the
side, has taken
permission from the
management to join the
sidealittlelate.
Mitchell Starc,
Cummins's Australia
teammates, has joined
Kolkata Knight Riders
whilein Bengaluru, Virat
Kohli, who missed the
five-Test home series
against England this
winter dueto birth of his
second child, has
integrated himself with
his Royal Challengers
Bangalore teammates
on Monday.

opted for a cautious
approach to the chase,
allowing the asking rate
to climb asthey crept to
79-3 with six overs to
come. It looked as
though they would regret
their timidity when they
finally looked to hit out.
However, first the set
Ridwan Abdulkareem
and then teenaged
finisher Prosper Useni
holed out off consecutive
deliveriesfrom Namibia
skipper Jan-Nicol Loftie
Eaton in the 15th over.

Simon Shikongo then
dealt a further blow in
the next over, sending an
arm-ball into Sesan
Adedeji'sleg sump ashe
backed away for room.
At 85for 6 after 16, with
the required rate
climbing toward double
figures, it seemed as
though Namibiawereon
course to dodge the
bullet.

Nigeria's captain had
other ideas however,
keeping his side in the
gameeven ashisbrother

Isaac was stumped at
the other end for 12 in
the penultimate over.
New man Mohammad
Taiwo jumped across
two feet clear of off
stump to smear Jan Balt
for asix over backward
point off thefinal ball of
the 19th to reduce the
equation to 14 needed
off the final over, as
Namibian nerves began
to fray.

Both batsthen found the
rope off Shaun Fouche
to put the Nigerians

clearly ahead for the
first time in the chase,
before a scrambled leg
bye brought Okpe to
strike with just two
required to win. A
bungled attempt to run
out Taiwo at the non-
striker's end held up
proceedings, but when
the ball finally came it
arrived on the full
around sixth stump and
Okpe needed no second
invitation, swinging
through the line to send
it out of the park over
extra cover for six.

ThewinkeepsNigeriain
the hunt for a semifinal
spot, whilefor Namibia,
though they too remain
in contention to progress,
the implications are
grave. The defeat will
take approximately three
points off their T20I
rating, ablow that will be
exacerbated come the
rankingsrefresh on May
1st. Having begun the
tournament in pole
position in the rankings
race, ranked 11th ahead
of full members Ireland
and Zimbabwe, they now

sink to 15th and face an
uphill battle to undo the
damage of the past three
days. Should they remain
outside the top 12 on the
rankings table, a run to
the Super 8s at the 2024
World Cup will be their
only route to direct
qualification for the
following edition.

In the context of the
African games, they will
need an emphatic win
over Tanzania in their
final group game on
Wednesday to keep their
semifinal hopes alive.
Nigeria meanwhile,
currently level with
Tanzania on one win
apiece, will likely need
another big upset when
they face group-leaders
Zimbabwe in their last
group gamein two days
time if they are to
progress in  the
tournament.

Brief Scores: Namibia
121-7 in 20 overs (DO
Leicher 42*; | Danladi 2-
10) lost to Nigeria126-7
in20 overs(I Danladi 28;
JN Loftie-Eaton 3-20) by
3 wickets

Sarfaraz Khan, Dhruv Jure awarded

with central contracts by BCCI

NewDelhi:lIndia's
newest batting star
Sarfaraz Khan and
wicket-keeper Dhruv
Jurel were inducted into
Group C of BCCl's
central contract with an
annual retainership fee of
Rs 1 crore, having
fulfilled the criteria of
playing three Tests in a
current season.

Their names were
ratified during BCCI
Apex Council meeting
which was held on
Monday.

Sarfaraz, a domestic
heavyweight for
Mumbai, scored three
half-centuries in three
Tests against England
while Agra man Jurel,
with scores of 90 and 39
not out in atricky chase
at Ranchi, won the
Player of the Match in

only his second game.

The BCCI is likely to
revisit the Ranji Trophy
calender for the next
season and will not
schedule any matchesin
thenorthern part of India
during the months of
December and January,
when fog and bad light

often play spoilsport.

While the detailed
domestic calender will be
announced later, the
BCCI Apex Council did
discuss the tentative
schedul e of the 2024-25,
which was one of the
primary items in the
eight-point agendaof the

Apex Council meetingon
the day.

For the past few seasons,
the Ranji Trophy is
starting in January and
ending in second week of
March and in north-
Indian cities like Delhi,
Chandigarh, Kanpur,
Meerut, Jammu,

Dharamsala, most
matches are being
affected by bad light and
fog during peak winter
months.

"No decision has been
taken yet but Ranji
Trophy, like earlier years
could start from mid or
end October after the
Syed Mushtag Ali
Trophy, which serves as
an |PL auction platform.
Some states are losing
crucia pointsin do-or-die
games because of
inclement weather from
mid-December to mid
February," asenior BCCI
source told PTI.

It has been also learnt
that BCCI will form a
committee, which will
decide whether union
territory Daman & Diu
get associate
membership.

Miami Open: SimonaHalep set to face Paula
Badosa on return from doping ban

NewDelhi:Simona
Halep will make her
competitive return this
week after winning an
appeal over a doping
suspension when she
takes the court at the
Miami Openwherelndian
Wells champion Iga
Swiatek will look to pull
off the Sunshine Double.
Halep, who accepted a
wild card into the Miami
Open after her four-year
banwascut to ninemonths
by thetop court for global
sport, will face Paula
Badosa on Tuesday with
the winner getting world
number two Aryna
Sabalenka in the second
round.

For Halep, the clash
againgt world number 80
Badosaof Spainwill mark
her first match since the
2022 U.S. Open where
she was upset in the first

round by Ukrainian
qualifier Daria Snigur.
Halep, a former
Wimbledon and French
Open champion, was
suspended in October
2022 after testing positive
for roxadustat - a banned
drug that stimulates the
production of red blood
cells - at that year's U.S.
Open. Halep vigorously
denied the chargesagainst

her.

The Romanian former
world number oneownsa
2-0recordin head-to-head
meetings with Badosa,
having never lost more
than three gamesin a set.
Top seed Swiatek missed
her Miami Open title
defence last year due to
injury but returnsin stellar
form and fresh off a
dominant 6-4 6-Owinover

ninth seed Maria Sakkari
inthelndian WelIsfind.

Now Swiatek will set her
sights on capturing the
Indian Wells and Miami
Open titles back-to-back,
a feat known as the
SunshineDoublegiventhe
tournaments' respective
locationsin Cdiforniaand
Florida, for asecond time.
Should Swiatek, who will

face either Italy's Camila
Giorgi or fellow Pole
Magdalena Frech in the
second round, claim the
Miami titleshewouldjoin
Steffi Graff (1994, 1996)
as the only women to
complete the Sunshine
Doubletwice.

Florida resident Coco
Gauff, who reached the
Indian Wells semi-finals,
will enjoy plenty of crowd
support as she returns to
Miami for the first time
since her triumph at last
year's U.S. Open. On the
men'sside, CarlosAlcaraz
will aso chase the fina
piece of the Sunshine
Double after a successful
title defence at Indian
Wells where he beat
reigning Miami Open
champion Daniil
Medvedev in a rematch
of the 2023 California
final.
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