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Odisha will be among country’s key
growth enginesfor next 25 years. Modi

New Delhi(KCN): For
thenext 25 years, Odisha
will be among the
country’s key growth
engines, said Prime
Minister NarendraM odi
Friday at an NDA
parliamentary party
meeting in New Delhi.
“Whenever | think of
Lord Jagannatha, | feel
he is the God of poor,”
PM Modi further said.
Chosen by the BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance as its leader to
become prime minister
for the third time, Modi
also said the NDA
government in the next
10 years will focus on
good  governance,
development, quality of
life and minimum
interference in the lives
of common citizens.
Modi further said that he
would strive to ensure
unanimity inall decisons
of his next government
and asserted that the
NDA is an organic
alliancecommittedtothe
principleof ‘nationfirst’.
Hesaid mutual trust was
at the core of this
aliance and they were
committed to the
principleof ‘sarv pantha

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
BJD leader V K
Pandian’s wife and
Odisha IAS officer
Sujata R Karthikeyan
has proceeded on a six
months’ ‘child care
leave’ from May 31,
official sourcessaid.
According to a
notification issued by the
general administration
department, the IAS
officer has been granted
leavetill November 26 to
care for her daughter,
who isappearing for the
class 10 exams.

The 2000-batch Odisha
cadre officer Sujata
went on leave aimost a
month after she was
removed from the post
of secretary, Mission
Shakti, and appointed as
special secretary,

sambhava (al sectsare
equal).

“If welook at itinterms
of numbersinthehistory
of coalitions, thisis the
strongest coalition
government,” Modi said,
asserting the NDA
knows it very well to
digest victory.
“Wehavenever |ost. Our
conduct following June
4 shows that we know
how to digest victory,”
the prime minister said,
and attacked opposition
parties.

“There were efforts to
not acknowledge this
very victory, to cast a
‘shadow of defeat’ on
thisvictory. But all such
efforts remained
fruitless... Such things
‘die very young', and it
happened,” Modi said at
the meeting of the NDA

finance department,
following an instruction

from the Election
Commission.

The EC’s decision to
transfer her to a non-
public dealing
department stemmed
from alegationsby BJP
central leaders, accusing
her of activeinvolvement
in supporting the ruling
BJD in the state.
Pandian had joined
politics after taking
voluntary retirement
from All India Civil

-

Parliamentary Party.
NDA leadersincludingN
Chandrababu Naidu
(TDP), Nitish Kumar
(JDU), Eknath Shinde
(Shiv Sena), Chirag
Paswan (LJP-RV), HD
Kumarswamy (JDS),
Ajit Pawar (NCP),
Anupriya Patel (Apna
Dal-S), Pawan Kalyan
(Jana Sena) attended the
meeting along with
newly elected Lok
Sabhamembersfromthe
ruling aliance.

Modi congratulated the
victorious NDA |eaders
and said he must salute
the lakhs of ground
workers who worked to
ensurethisvictory.
“This is the most
successful dlianceinthe
history of our country. It
has completed three
successful terms and is

AS Sujata Karthikeyan goes on gix-
month-long childcareleave

Services in October
2023.

In the recently held Lok
Sabha and Assembly
electionsinthe state, the
regional party faced an
electoral debacle as the
BJP won 78 of the 147
seats in the assembly.
TheBJD, led by Naveen
Patnaik, managed to
secure 51 seats in the
assembly, with the
Congress winning 14
seats, Independents 3
and CPI (M) one. The
BJD also failed to open
its account in the Lok
Sabhaelections.

After BJD’s debacle,
tworetired |ASofficers,
R Balakrishnan and
Suresh  Mohapatra,
resigned from their posts
in the Chief Minister's
Office.

now entering its fourth.
“The NDA is not a
grouping of parties that
have come together to
get power, itiscommitted
totheprincipleof ‘ nation
first’,” he added.

Modi said “INDI
alliance” parties have
already started saying
they came together only
for the Lok Sabhapolls.
Such an approach
showed their character,
hunger for power, he
said.“For me the NDA
stands for New India,
Developed India,
Aspirationa India,” he
said.“Our 10 yearswere
just a trailer. We will
work much harder and
faster for the
development of our
country. People know
that we will deliver,”
Modi said.

The prime minister said
he had been missing
parliamentary debates
and hoped that the
Opposition MPs also
contribute to nation-
building whenthey come
to parliament.

Taking a dig at the
Congress, he said the
opposition party could
not even touch the 100

Churning

Bhubaneswar (K CN):
The Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) isgoing through a
churning for the first
time in its 27-year-long
history following the
unexpected defeat in the
recently  concluded
Assembly pollsin Odisha.
The party witnessed a
major dent in the
popularity of BJD
supremo Naveen Patnaik
who himself faced a
defeat in Kantabanji in
Bolangir digtrict. The 77-
year-old Patnaik won
from hishometurf Hinjili
congtituency in Ganjam
district by avery narrow
margin.

The  writer-turned-
politician had never tasted
defeat since he joined
politicsin 1997 by winning
theby-electionfromAska
Lok Sabha constituency
after the death of his
father and former Janata

seatsmark, and that their
total seats in the last
three LS polls were
fewer than the BJP's
tally inthiselectionaone.
“We areglad to notethat
for the first time, one of
our representatives has
emerged victorious in
Kerala. We have been
having a brilliant
performance in
Arunachal Pradesh. In
Sikkim also, we have
almost registered a
‘clean sweep’. In
Andhra Pradesh, it is a
historicvictory. Theway
NDA'’s vote share has
increased in Tamil Nadu
clearly showswhat isin
theoffing,” Modi said.
“Inthelast 10 years, we
worked to make the
country touch new
heights of success. A
commonthing that exists
amongst dl theleadership
pillars of NDA is Good
Governance,” Modi
sad.“Whenever giventhe
chanceto serve, eachand
every leader of the NDA
has ensured Good
Governance  across
Bharat. The NDA has
become synonymous
with Good Governance,”
Modi sad.

n BJD for

Dd stdwart, Bijayananda
(Biju) Patnaik.

Naveen Patnaik, a
political novice, founded
the Biju Janata Dal,
December 26, 1997, after
splitting fromtheerstwhile
Janata Dal. The BJD
dongwithadliancepartner
Bharatiya Janata Party
formed thegovernmentin
Odishawinning the 2000
and 2004 Assembly
elections.

Though Patnaik ditched
his dliance partner BJR,
yet he registered an
emphatic wininthe2009
Asembly dectionsdueto
his simplicity, anti-
corruption crusader image
and pro-poor welfare
policies. He maintained
this success in future
electionstoo.
Hecontinuedtoretainhis
pre-eminence and
invincibility in Odisha
politicswithacondant rise
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New Delhi(KCN):
President Droupadi
Murmu Friday
appointed NDA
Parliamentary Party
leader Narendra Modi
as Prime Minister-
designate and the new
government will take
oath Sunday evening.
Murmu handed over
theletter of appointment
to Modi, who called on
her at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan here Friday
evening.

Earlier, leaders of the
BJP-led NDA had
called on Murmu and
handed over letters of
support for Maodi, who
wasel ected astheleader
of the NDA

President Murmu appoints Narendra Modi as
PM-designate; new govt to take oath Sunday

Parliamentary Party.

Addressing the mediain
the forecourt of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Modi said he has been
appointed as Prime
Minister-designateby the
President.” The President
has asked meto work as
the PM-designate and
she has informed me
about the oath
ceremony,” Modi said
and added that he has
informed the President
that they will be
comfortable if the event
isheld on the evening of
June 9.He said the
Rashtrapati Bhavan will
work out the detailsof the
oath taking ceremony on
Sunday by when he

would hand over thelist
of the Council of

Ministers to the
President.
“This18th Lok Sabhais

an important milestone
towardsfulfilling those
dreams when the
country will celebrate
the 100 years of
independencein 2047,”
Modi said.This18th Lok
Sabha is a House of
new energy, youthful
energy, and peoplehave
given the NDA
government one more
chance, Modi said.The
BJP-led NDA won 293
seats in the recently
concluded Lok Sabha
elections and enjoys
majority in the 543-
member House.

Urviva

in the BJD’s vote share
and seatstaly during the
2014 and 2019 dlections
too. Meanwhile, thelocal
unitsof theoppostionBJP
and the Indian National
Congress were busy in
their internal party
squabbles over the
question of leadership.
TheBJPfinally breached
the BJD citadel wresting
power from the once-
invincible Patnaik after 24
yearsof hisrule.

The BJP through an
aggressive campaign
managed to convey the
messageto thevotersthat

f0

the Odia self-identity,
culture, language and
literature would be under
threat in the face of the
taking over of thereinsby

Tamil Nadu-born
Pandian. The party also
cornered the BJD over
thealleged poor health of
Patnaik forcing the BJD
supremo to issue
clarifications about his
health multipletimes.

As per the political
observers, this is a
watershed moment for
the regional party and
the over two decades-
long political career of
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Patnaik.

Everyone’'s eyes are
now on Patnaik who has
the daunting task before
himtorevitalizethe party
bringing together all the
workers and leaders.
Experts opined that
Patnaik has to build a
second rung  of
leadership in the party
who can lead the party
in the future. The
veteran |eader neglected
to nurture asecond rung
of leadership which also
cost the party dearly in
thiselection.
Speculation is also rife
that the political career
of bureaucrat-turned-
politician Pandian has
also cometoanendwith
the results clearly
indicating this rejection
by the voters as the
reported successor to
Patnaik.

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Seventy-three per cent
of the newly elected
MLASs in Odisha are
‘crorepatis’  with
BJD’s Sanatan
Mahakud the richest
legislator having total
assets worth Rs
227.67 crore, a report
said.

The Odisha Assembly
has 147 members.
OdishaElection Watch
and Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) have analysed
the self-sworn
affidavits of all 147
elected MLA
candidates and found
that 73 per cent of the

newly elected MLASIN
2024 are ‘crorepatis’
while 95 (65 per cent)
‘crorepati’ MLAS were
elected in 2019 palls.
Out of 107 crorepati
MLASs, 52 candidates
are from BJP, 43 from
BJD, nine from
Congress, onefrom CPI
(M) and two
independent candidates.
The BJP won 78
Assembly seats while
BJD secured 51,
Congress 14, three
independent nominees
emerged victorious and
CPI (M) won one seat
in the 2024 Assembly
polls.

Out of the 147 winning

candidates,
candidates have
declared criminal cases
against themselves,
which includes 67
candidates who are
facing serious criminal
cases.

As per thereport, 46 out
of 78 winning MLA
candidatesfrom BJPand
12 out of 51 winning
MLA candidates from
BJD have declared that
they are facing serious
criminal cases against
themselves in their
affidavits.

Similarly, five out of 14
winning  Assembly
candidates from
Congress, one of CPI

(M) and three
independent winning
candidates are also
facing serious criminal
cases, it said.

The average assets per
winning candidatein the
Odisha  Assembly
elections is Rs 7.37
crore while it was Rs
4.41 crore in the 2019
Assembly elections.
Among the winning
MLA candidates,
ChampuaMLA Sanatan
Mahakud (BJD) is the
richest with total assets
of Rs 227.67 crore.
BJD’s Subasini Jena,
who won the election
from the Balasore
assembly segment, isthe

Odisha: 73% of nevvly elected MLAS‘crorepatis

second richest MLA
with total assets of Rs
135.17 crore.

Three candidates with
the lowest assets are
BJP’'s Sanjali Murmu
(Rs 35,076) who won
from the Bangriposi
Assembly seat,
Congress candidate
Mangu Khilla (Rs 1.47
lakh) from Chitrakonda
assembly segment and
Congress’ Pabitra
Saunta (Rs 2.90 lakh)
who  won from
L akshmipur Assembly
constituency, the report
said.As many as 43
winning candidates have
declared their
educational qualification

to be between Class-
V and XII pass, while
97 winning candidates
have an educational
qualification of
graduate and above
and 7 others are
diplomaholders.

Out of the total 147
winning candidates, 68
are of the age between
25 and 50 years while
79 have declared their
age to be between 51
and 80 years, it said.
M oreover, the number
of women candidates
in the state assembly
decreased to 11 from
13 elected in 2019

polls.
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New Delhi(KCN): Nitish
Kumar on Friday
completed the formality
of endorsing Narendra
Modi for Prime Minister
- for athird term - at a
meeting of the BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance'snewly-elected
M Ps.

TheBihar Chief Minister
- who underlined his
‘paltu Kumar' sobriquet in
January when he pivoted
from the INDIA
opposition bloc he helped
create to the BJP's side
- aso took a jibe at his
former dlies, stating the
group "has not done any
work for the country".
The JDU boss also
declared "I will be with

| Be Wi

PM at all times" - a
response to critics
expecting asixth political
U-turn in a decade.
Nitish Kumar's claim of
support for Mr Modi was
also an answer to
speculation the INDIA
bloc - which defied exit
polls to slash the BJP's
advantage and win 232
seats - had reached out
tohim.

The JDU leader
emerged as one of two
kingmakers after the Lok
Sabhaelection - 12 MPs
from his JDU and 16
from  Chandrababu
Naidu'sTDP- will bekey
for Mr Modi's party to
form and run the
government after it failed

th PM Modi A

to cross the majority
mark of 272 on its own;
the BJP has only 240
seats.

The rest of the NDA has
only 25 seats- not enough
to carry the BJP past the
finishingline.

Buzz of a sensational
Nitish Kumar - INDIA
bloc reunion surfaced
Tuesday evening after it
became clear the BJP
would not win 272 seats
onitsown. Senior INDIA
leaders, including ex-
Maharashtra  Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, suggested an
olive branch might be
extended to Nitish
Kumar.

There were similar

rumours about
Chandrababu Naidu as
the two made their way
to Delhi for the NDA
parliamentary meeting.
Mr Naidu made his
position clear, but Nitish
Kumar remained coy.

On Thursday sources

Two Arrested in Connection
with Sone Peltlng on Train

Bhubaneswar, (KCN):
The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) has swiftly
apprehended two
individuals suspected of
involvement in a stone
pelting incident targeting
the 12552 Kamakhya-
Bengaluru Express near
Nirakarpur. Theincident
occurred on the evening
of 6th June 2024,
prompting immediate
action from RPF Khurda
Road.

Upon receiving reports
of stone pelting
endangering the safety of
passengers and railway

staff, RPF Khurda Road
initiated a thorough
investigation. Through
diligent efforts, including
coordination with the
train's Ticket Examiner
(TTE) and pinpointing the
exact location of the
occurrence, it was
confirmed that the
incident took place
between Golabai and
Nirakarpur Railway
Stationsin the Balugaon-
Khurda Road Railway
Section of the Howrah-
Chennai mainline
operated by the East
Coast Railway

"1
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A team from the RPF,
proceeded to the
identified area and
detained two person, later
identified as Ramesh
Maj hi (aged
approximately 38 years)
from Golabai village and
Sadasib Pradhan (aged
approximately 33 years)
from Nakula Patna
village within the
jurisdiction of Jankia
Police Station in Khurda
District. The detained
personswerefoundinan
inebriated state near the
railway track, and upon
questioning, they

confessed to consumi ng
acohol and engaging in
the reckless act of
throwing stones at a
passing train.

Both offenders failed to
provide a satisfactory
explanation for their
presence in the railway
vicinity and werevisibly
intoxicated at thetime of
apprehension. They
admitted to their actions,
citing the influence of
alcohol.In response to
this grave breach of
railway safety, the RPF
has registered a case
againgt RameshMghi and
Sadasib Pradhan under
Case Number C3C/ 944/
24, dated June 7th, 2024,
invoking sections 153,
147, and 145(b) of the
Railway Act.The RPF
reiteratesits commitment
to ensuring the safety and
security of railway
passengers and
personnel. Such reckless
actsof vandalismwill not
be tolerated and swift
action will be taken
against those found
responsible.

GIving gifts o SaV|t 18 at othewomen 0f UM area

Bhubaneswar- ( KCN)

: Onbehalf of theleading
voluntary organization
Labangaltal Krishna
Chandra Swamy
Memorial Trust, under
the leadership of the
President Professor Dr.
Smt. Labangdta Bishoy,
gifts were given to the
residentsontheoccasion of

Amit Shah Rej ects Devendra Fadnavis's

New Delhi(KCN):

Savitri  Vrat. was
distributed as a gift.
Secretary Bibhudatta
Khudayat Roy, columnist
Meera Beura, Rakesh
Kumar Shetpathi, Dr
Ranjan Kumar Jati,
Hemant Kumar Naik and
Satish  Kumar Paul
participatedintheprogram
and managed the program.

Offer ToResign, Asks H|m To Contlnue

Amid reports of
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister

Devendra Fadnavis
standing firm on his
decision to resign,
taking responsibility
for the NDA's poor
performance in the
state, Home Minister
Amit Shah has spoken
to him and asked him
to continue hiswork
in the government.

Mr Fadnavis, a
former chief minister,
is part of the
Maharashtra
government with the
Eknath Shindefaction
of the Shiv Senaand
the Ajit Pawar-led
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP). The

undivided Shiv Sena
and the BJP had won
41 of the state's 48
between them in
2019, but the new
coalition - called the
M ahayuti in
M aharashtra -
managed to get only
17 thistime.

The Maha Vikas
Aghadi, consisting of
the Congress, Shiv
Sena (Uddhav

BalasahebD
Thackeray) and the
Nationalist Congress
Party (Sharadchandra
Pawar), has achieved

victory in 30
constituencies.

Mr Fadnavis had
offered to resign on
Wednesday, a day
after the counting of
votes, and several
BJP leaders have

spoken to him since.

After the NDA
meeting earlier on
Friday, the BJP
leader sat down with
fellow Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar
and Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde to
discussthe coalition's
performance in the
state. Sources said
the subject of Mr
Fadnavis' resignation
also came up.

close to Nitish Kumar
ruled out this possibility,
but left asting inthetail;
with both sideslockedin
talks over ministerial
berth allocation, the BJP
brasswasreportedly told
to remember Nitish
Kumar had walked out of

0
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the INDIA bloc over
delaysin naming him as
its Convenor.
Recalling a January
meeting of the INDIA
group - when Nitish was
still a member - and the
events that followed,
sources  said an
agreement to that effect
had been reached.
However, it wasalowed
to be deferred after
Rahul Gandhi spoke up;
the Wayanad (and now)
Raebareli MP asked for
the deferral since
Trinamool boss Mamata
Banerjee was absent
from that meeting.
Theintervention was not
well-received by the
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ways': Nitish Kumar TakesA JibeAt IND

JDU; Nitish Kumar and
two of his closest aides,
Rajeev Ranjan alias
Lallan Singh, and Sanjay
Jha, who immediately
switched off their video
conference lines.
Bihar's Deputy Chief
Minister, Vijay Kumar
Sinha, stressed thisweek
hisbosswill (now) remain
part of the NDA.
Speaking to news agency
ANI, hesaid Nitish"was,
is, and will remain part of
the NDA".

Nitish Kumar has
maintained radio silence
on this or any related
topic, even after the JDU
boss and hisformer aly,
the RJD's Tejashwi

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN FOR

A Bloc

Yadav, set tongues
wagging when
photographed on the
same Patna-Delhi flight,
en route to NDA and
INDIA meetings to
review poll results and
plot next moves.

Sources, though, have
confirmed the JDU has
informed the BJP of what
it expects - two cabinet
and a junior Union
Minister berth, aswell as
a common minimum
programme- inreturnfor
support. The Railways
Minister post - held
previously by Nitish
Kumar - is among those
the party hasits eye on.
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Reicisasothetermfor
something that has
survived the passage of
time, especially an
object or custom whose
original culture has
disappeared, butdsoan
object cherished for
historical or memorial
value (such as a
keepsake or heirloom).
Culturd rdicisacommon
trandation for wenwu, a
common Chineseword
that usually means
"antique" but can be
extended to anything,
including object and
monument, that is of
historical and cultural
vaue. However, thishas
some issues since the
term wenwu has little
resemblance to the
Englishusageof "rdlic".
Inmost cases, "artifact”,
"archaeological site",
"monument”, orjus plan
"archaeology" would be
a

much better and
meaningful trandation. A
relicisalso an object or
an article of religious
significance from our
past deeply associated
wirh history, cultureand

heritage. It usually
consists of the physical
remains or personal
effectsof asaint or other
person preserved for the
purposeof venerationas
a tangible memorial.
Relicsarean important
aspect of someformsof
Buddhism, Christianity,
Idam, Shamanism, and
other religions or
religiouspractices.

TheEnglishword"relic”
has been derived from
theLatinroot "reliquiae’
that refersto"remains’,
and aformof theLatin
verbreinquere, to"leave
behind, or abandon”. In
ampleterms, rliquary is
ashrinethat housesone
or morereligiousrelics.
Theconcept of relicshas
been epeatedly reflected
in the socio-cultural
practices of both
Western and Eastern
religions, religiousfaths
and practicesinmultiple
dynamics across the
centuries, and isdeeply
integrated with our
history and heritage. For
example, the Japanese
concept of Relic Cave
or Sacred Forest's Cave
is a small tunnel
underneath avillage or
hamlet, leading to the
Relic Forest and Relic
Stone. Itissaid that the
whole area is blessed
withsupernatura power.
Traditionally forestsare

composed of areas of
very dense vegetation.
They are made up of a
large variety of plants,
herbsandtrees, climbers
and creepers, shrubsand
bushes, epiphytes,

hemiphytes, lithophytes,
xerophytes, and various
grasses. Thereareboth
flowering and non-
flowering trees as also
evergreen and deciduous
trees that abundantly
grow in tge forests.
Flowering trees add
beauty to thelandscape
of forests. But therich
biodiversity of floraand
faunarepresentedinthe
form of various
invertebrates and
vertebrates add to the

Saikat Kumar Basu

complexity aswell asthe
varioustrophic levelsof
theforest necessary for
the maintainance of the
forest  ecosystem
dynamics. Forest
Residuals meanssmall

trees, branches, tops
and otherwise un-
merchantable wood
remaining after the
clearing, thinning or find
felling of forest stands.
Residues that are left
after logging operations
(branches, stumps,
treetops, bark, sawdust,
etc.). Forestry residues
areby-productsand co-
products of industrial
wood-processing
operations  (bark,
sawmill dabs, sawdust,

woaod chips, etc.).

Relic forests comprise
very original and unique
cultural vegetation
corresponding to the
indigenouscultureinFar
Eastern countres like

Japanand Korea. InFar

Eastern  cultures,
traditional Confucian
values are significant
determinant that allows
even fragmented relic
forests to survive, and
tries to consider the
preservation of the
surviving forests.
Communitiesaroundthe
globe are planting
pockets of nativetrees,
called mini forests, to
manage the effects of
climate change. Based

on research conducted
by Japanese botanist
AkiraMiyawaki, dense
plantingsof nativetree
and shrub seedlingscan
be as small as two
parking spacesand till
provide large benefits
(Miyawaki forests).
Japanese botanist Akira
Miyawaki endowed the
Miyawaki techniqueto
crestedenseforestswith
naiveplants Thisunique
method is used
worldwide for urban
afforestation by growing
a forest in someone's
backyard.

A Residual Forest or a
remnant (residual or
remaining or last
standing natural areaor
remnant or residual
habitat), isan extremely
fragile and highly
sengitivecomparatively
smaller ecological
community containing
native floraand fauna
that has not been
sgnificantly disturbed by
eirher natural or
anthropogenic activities
such as forest fires,
flooding, draught,
diseases, over grazing
and/or over population,
destructive human
activities such as
agriculture, logging,
pollution, industrial and
infrastructural
developments, fire
suppression, or active/

Relic For est

passive invasion by
non-native species
replacing or degrading
the native species. The
moredisturbed an area
has been, the less
characteristic it
becomes of aremnant
or residual habitat or a
resdud forest. Remnant
aressareadsodefinedin
technical terms as as
"biologically intact" or
"ecologically intact"
areas. Residual forests
can besuccessfully used
as reference
ecosystems in various
ecological restoration
projects and are
important micro
ecosystems in
understanding the
broader perspective of
how our ecosystem
woks.

A Residual Forest can
be described interms of
its natural quality or
biological integrity,
which is the extent to
whichit hastheinternal
biodiversity and abiotic
elements to replicate
itsdlf over time. Inorher
words, the capability of
supporting and
mai ntaining abalanced,
integrated, adaptive
community of
organisms having a
species composition,
diversity, and functional
organization
comparable to that of

thenatural habitat of the
region. Abioticelements
determining thequality
of a natural area may
includefactorssuch as
hydrologic connectivity
or fire. In areas that
have been dredged,
drained, or dammed,
the altered hydrology
can destroy aremnant
natural area. Similarly,
toomuchortoolittlefire
can degrade or destroy
Residual Forest.
Such areas are
characterized by the
presence of
"conservative" plants
and animals, that meand
organisms that are
restricted to or highly
characteristic of areas
that have not been
disturbed by humans.
Due to its unique
ecological
characteristicsaswell
biodiversity; Residual
Forestsidentified within
any biogeographic area
needsseriousprotection
and conservation efforts
for their long term
sustenanceand survival.
Apt 6--,409
43 Sreet South,
LethbridgeAlberta,
Canada, T1J4B3
Email:
ket bes @Aumnivdhca
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Banking ExamsAfter 12th: A Gateway to a Career in Banking

Vijay GarG

L_A;\*.

Thebanking sector offers
numerous employment
opportunities for young
professionals, with
various options. Due to
competitive salaries, job
security, and other
additional perks,
candidates are seeking
bank jobs after clearing
their Class 12 board
examinations.

Most students who have
completed their 12th are
keen on taking banking
courses after school
since they put forward
diverse opportunitiesfor
renowned careers. After
completing their Class12
boards, students can
choose from diverse
bank roles to kickstart
their careers in the
banking sector.
Must-have Skills for
Bank Jobs After 12th
Listed below are some of
the skills that candidates
need to have in order to
increasetheir chances of
landing a job in the
banking sector:
Communication Skills
Candidates aspiring to
work in the banking
industry after Class 12
must have good
communication skills.
Bank employees should

have good verbal and
written communication
skills to deal with end-
users, explain financial
procedures or concepts,
andresolvetheirinquiries
daily.

Customer Service Skills
Customer service
includesdiversefeatures
like problem-solving,
activelistening, empathy
and communication kills.
Customer service is
pivotal for bank jobs
sinceit ensures consumer
satisfaction. Below-par
customer service results
in negative reviews and
dissatisfied clients,
ultimately affecting the
customer retention rate.
Analytical Skills
Analytical skills are an
individual’s ability to
recognise a problem and
develop something
logical. Analytical skills
arevital for bank jobs as
they enable oneto merge
piles of data, analyse it,
and resolve various
issues.

Teamwork

Teamwork means
operating effectively
withinagroup. Itincludes
motivating, collaborating,
communicating openly,
influencing, and guiding
fellow team members.
As interested candidates
pursue banking courses
after 12th, they must
work hard on developing
these skills. This would
improvetheir chances of
fetching bank jobs once
they clear their courses
after Class XII Board
Examinations.

Now that candidates
know the necessary skills

for bank jobs after Class
XII, let's look at the list
of available bank jobs
after the 12th.

List of Bank Jobs after
12th

Listed bel ow are some of
the bank jobs that
candidates can apply
after completing their
Class XII Board
Examinations:

JobTitle

Educationa Quadlification
Average Annua Salary
(in?)

Stenographer
Candidates need to
secure at least 60%
marks in their 10+2
Board Examinationsfrom
arecognised educational
institution and need to
appear for the SSC
Stenographer
Preliminary
Examinations
290,000-6,00,000

Data Entry Operator
Candidates need to clear
their 10+2 Board
Examinations in any
stream. Also, it would be
great if the candidate did
a Microsoft Office
certification course
?1,00,000-5,00,000
Tele Caller

Candidates need to clear
their 10+2 Board
Examinations in any
stream
?1,00,000-3,00,000
Now that candidates
have a  general
understanding of some
bank jobsthey can apply
for after 12, let’'sexplore
these positions in more
detail.

Stenographer: Bank Jobs
after 12th

A stenographer is a

professional who can
transform languagesinto
acoded form, commonly
called shorthand.
Stenographers  use
shorthand and a steno
machine to transcribe
legal, official, medical,
academic, or corporate
information.

Besides these primary
duties, they perform
several other
responsibilities, such as

typing, writing,
transcribing, and
compiling office

documents. Thisroleis
one of the most sought-
after bank jobs after
completing class 12.

A candidate should be
between 18 and 25
years old in order to
apply for the
Stenographer’s post.
Data Entry Operator:
Bank Jobs after 12th
Data Entry is another
option that candidates
can choose after
completing their class 12
board examinations. A
Data Entry Operator’'s
responsibility isto make
sure that every
necessary detail is
entered into acompulter.
Thisclerical jobrequires
computers and other
electronic devicesin an
indoor setting. A
candidate for a data
entry operator must have
the skills of language,
data entry, computer,
and customer service.
Duties of a Data Entry
Operator

The typical
responsibilities of adata
entry operator include
thefollowing:

Prepare and sort data
files for data entry.
Ensure error-free and
clear data input to
eliminate potential
shortcomings.

Compile, certify, and sort
information to prepare

source data for
computer entry.
Provide data to

authorised members
timely whenever the
members raise a
reguest.

Tele Caller: Bank Jobs
after 12th

Entry-Level Bank Jobs:
Many students opt for
tele-calling since they

wish to earn
immediately after
completing 10+2.

Telecallersassist clients,
addressing their inquiries
via phone or in person.
They engage in
telephonic
communication with
existing and prospective
clientsto generate sales.
Thisjob positionrequires
astrong command of the
English and Hindi
languages and
proficiency in basic
computer skills.
Banking Exams After
12th: A Gateway to a
Career in Banking
Understanding
L andscape

After completing the
12th grade, students
have the opportunity to
enter the banking sector
through various entry-
level exams. These
exams are the first step
in arewarding career in
banking, offering rolesin
clerical, assistant, and
officer positions.

the

Popular Banking Exams
IBPS Clerk Exam:
Conducted by the
Institute of Banking
Personnel Selection, this
exam is for clerical
positions in multiple
public sector banks.

SBI Clerk Exam: State
Bank of India conducts
this exam for
recruitment of Junior
Associates (Customer
Support and Sales) inits
various branches.

RBI Assistant Exam:
Reserve Bank of India
conducts this exam for
assistant positions,
offering a chance to
work in the nation’s
central bank.

Bank Job Eligibility:
What You Need to Know
Educational
Quadlifications:

For most entry-level
bank jobs, a minimum
educational qualification
isahigh school diploma
(12th grade). However,
for higher positions, a
bachelor’s degree in
finance, accounting,
business administration,
or related fields is often
required.

Age Criteria:

The typical age criteria
for entry-level bank jobs
range from 18 to 25
years. This can vary
depending on the bank
and the specificjobrole.
Nationality:

Candidates must usually
becitizens of the country
where the bank is
located. For instance, in
India, candidates must
be Indian citizens for
most public sector bank
jabs.

SkillsandAbilities:

Basic mathematical
acumen and good
communication skillsare
essential.

Computer literacy and
proficiency in using
banking software can be
advantageous.

Strong analytical and
problem-solving skills
are highly valued in the
banking sector.
Examinations:

For certain positions,
especially in public
sector banks, candidates
may need to clear
competitive exams such
as the IBPS PO, IBPS
Clerk, SBI PO, etc.
These exams typically
test quantitative
aptitude, reasoning
ability, Englishlanguage
skills, and general
awareness.

Language Proficiency:

Proficiency in the local
or national language is
often arequirement. For

example, in India,
fluency in Hindi and
English is usually
preferred.

Physical Fitness:

Some banking jobs may
have specific physical
fitness requirements,
especialy for roles that
involve security or
fieldwork.

Background Checks:

Banks conduct thorough
background checks,
including educational,
criminal, and credit
checks, to ensure the
reliability and integrity of

their employees.

Training and
Certifications:
While not always

mandatory, certifications
in banking and finance
can enhance a
candidate’s profile.
Many banksalso provide
on-the-job training to
New recruits.
Read: Financial
Recruitment Process
Conclusion
As mentioned in the
above post, there are
diverse bank jobs for
12th-pass candidates. To
secure bank jobs after
10+2, candidates can
enrol in appropriate
banking courses and
demonstrate genuine
interest. Both private
and government bank
jobs are always in
demand, and banks seek
self-motivated
candidatesready to take
on new challenges.
Candidates must sit for
certain bank
examinations after the
12th if they want to
enter the banking
industry.  Aspiring
candidates who wish to
financially  support
themselves or their
families as soon as they
complete schooling can
consider pursuing bank
jobsafter 10+2. Not only
do these jobs offer a
decent starting salary, but
they also give a
respectable boost to the
candidate’s career.
Retired Principal
Educational
columnist
malout,Punjab




Editorial

From Sreet Selling Sweet to a Brand-Thaggu Ke Laddu

Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi

the Lok Sabha election
results, laddus occupied
the prime spot with

successful  political
parties, the candidates
and the supporters were
seen distributing muchin
demand sweet at the
timeof their celebrations.
It is well known be it a
birthday, pooja or any
other successful event
laddus are part and parcel
of celebrations.
However, intheindustrial
city of Kanpur in Uttar
Pradesh, the celebrations
and festivities are
accompanied by aunique
sweet known as Thaggu
Ke Laddu. The saga of
thisspecid typeof laddus
isvery fascinating.

It was nearly six decades
ago when Ram Avtar
Pandey, anativeof village
Parauli in Uttar Pradesh
|eft hisabodewithout any
money to find means of
sustenancein Kanpur city.
He borrowed some
money while his wife
made laddus and husband
will go around selling
laddus to make two ends
meet. In the course of
time, with some

modifications his laddus
became hot sellers. The
laddu-lovers soon started
lining up, waiting for
Pandey to buy their
delicious sweset.

To attract the customers,
Pandey thought of giving
hisladdus aunique name
to catch the attention of
customersand even those
passing in front of his
shop. He named hissweet
asThaggu Ke Laddu. It
worked wonders and
today it has many
branchesin Kanpur selling
ladduslike hot cake.

But the naming has
historical narrative. Ram
Avtar's grand son, Ravi
wo runsthebusinesswith
his brother Adarsh says,
“Our grandfather wasthe
follower of Mahatma
Gandhi and wasaregular
at hispublic meetings. He
would get motivated by
listening to the
Mahatma’'s speeches.
Once, Gandhiji referredto
sugar aswhite poison. His
words put our grandfather
in a dilemma. As a
follower of Gandhi, he
wondered how he would
prepare laddu without
sugar?So hedecidedtobe
trueto his customersand
named his product
Thagguke Laddu,
implying that he was a
cheat because he was
using sugar in hisladdus.
The brand name now
comes with his popular
line: “Aisa koi saga
nahijiskohumnethaganahi

(there is no relative
remaining whom we have
not cheated).”

RamAvtar had aknack for
storytelling and drawing
attention to his products
using humour and wit.
Ravi says, “Our
grandfather was a firm
believer that you cannot
sell something in a
straight-forward way.
People like atwist in the
tale made him give his
shop Thagu Ke Laddu
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name.”

In 1973, after having
saved up somemoney, he
bought a small shop in
Parade area of Kanpur
and named it Thagguke
Laddu. Asill luck would
haveit, after afew years,
the shop caught fire
following riots in the
region. It seemed theend
of the road for the
Pandeys. However,
destiny opened up
another door as a shop

was dllotted at a central
place Bada Chauraha in
Kanpur as compensation
Since then it has been no
looking back.
Talking about their brand
laddus, Ravi says that
they do not have any
secret recipe. The laddus
are made of simple
ingredients, including
khoya, suji, gond, desi
ghee, cardamom, and
sugar. They have two
variants of laddu -- kaju
laddu and specia laddu.
They also have
doodhpeda which is
seasonal and badnaam
kulfi.
From sdlling a sweet on
the streets to becoming a
brand, the story of
Kanpur's Thagguke
Laddu has used self-
deprecating humour towin
not only thecommon man
but a scene of Bollywood
movie Babli aur Bunty
with Abhisek Bachan and
Rani Mukherjeeinleading
roleswasshot inthisshop
too. Atal Bihari Vajpee,
former Prime Minister
wasfond of theseddlicious
laddusand PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi does not
forget to mention about
Thaggu Ke Laddu while
talking about Kanpur.
TV & Radio Cricket
Commentator
C/O Manish
Chaturvedi
50 Dubois Street,
Samford,
CT -06905
USA
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Resolvethe NTA-NEET controver sy

The NEET 2024 results have stirred controversy and skepticism dueto
chesting allegations, suspected question paper leaks, andthe NTA'sdecison
to grant grace marksfor timeloss during the exam. Concernsfocuson the
NTA'snormalization formulafollowing reports of timeloss, leading to
unusudly high scoresand questioning thefairnessof competition. Additiondly,
acheating scanda involvesindividualsalegedly paying for passing marks,
cadting doubt on result authenti city and reveding corruptionwithinthesystem.
Anunusud pattern emerged in Haryanawhere sudentsfrom the same center
achievedidentical marksand percentiles, raising suspicionsof collusion or
protocol breaches. Urgent trangparency fromthe NTA isnecessary to address
concernsand restore confidenceinthe NEET exam'sintegrity. Stringent
measuresare needed to protect the examination system's sanctity and ensure
fairnessfor aspiring medical students.

TheNDA andthe Congresshave alot of lessonsto learn from therecently
held generd election. A littlebit of overconfidence and assertivenessplus
mattersregarding the handling and meddling of economics,priceraisein
fuels and the not so diligent rhetoricsfrom leaders of thetop order of the
ruling party haveclearly jolted thestrong NDA juggernaut inmany of the
dates. Alsoissuesrelated tofarmers, divisive speeches andfalsepropaganda
by some opposition partiesthat the constitution would be changed caused
abreak intheflow of NDA'scalculationsand assumptions.Theresults
werenot like what theNDA expected. They now haveto urgently stitch
upthetearsastheresultsobvioudy showsthat thevotersarekeenly observing
the movementsof the government.Theruling party will havetofulfill the
hopes and promises given by them to the people at awar footing. They
ought to provethat the strong leadership at the helmisready to servethe
peoplerather than rhetoricsand promi sesrepested again and again especialy
inthepresent challenging times.
Asfor the congress a strong helmsman and a panel of trustworthy
;hardworking, out of the box thinking leaderscan revive them back to their
old gtature. The Congresswere ableto get alieswith differentideologies
together and rattletheNDA frontwhichonly provesthat they learnt lessons
from previous el ections, analysed theflawsand found remediesfor that.

Geeth Thalikavu Kannur 670001.
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Challenges and opportunities before Modi gover nment

The results of the 18th
Lok Sabha elections
shown upwith different
scenarios , even if the
Bharatiya Janata Party
did not get the absolute
majority, even if the
IndiaAlliancestood asa
chdlenge, still Narendra
Modi, becoming the
PrimeMinister of India
for the third time, is
moving ahead withmore
strength, determination
and will to build anew
and strong Indiathanin
thefirst twoterms. BJP
may havesufferedaloss
intermsof seats, but it
emerged as the largest
party for the third
consecutive time. The
party has surprised
everyone with its
excdlent performancein
Odishaand Telangana.
In Odisha, not only in
the Lok Sabha, the party
also brokethe 24-year-
old dominance of the
Biju Janata Dal in the
Ass=mbly.

In the 60-member
assembly elections of
Arunachd Pradesh, BJP
hassucceededinforming
the government on the
strength of 54 percent
votes and a massive
majority of 46 seats. At
thesametime, Gujardt,
Chhattisgarh  and
MadhyaPradeshremain

the strongholds of BJR,
while Modi is still the
biggest and dominant
leader in the country's
politics Hewill continue
to give the nation new
wings of development
with hissurprising and
unique decisions. BJP
should review and
ponder over thereasons
for getting fewer seats
and accept the reasons
for itsdefeat with ease
and generosity and
should remove the
mistakes that led to
fewer seats.

Theroleof theElection
Commission in
conductingthiselection
in a planned and
effective manner was
commendable. Even
thoughthelndiaAlliance
had tarnished the country
and democratic
processes by
guestioning the
impartiality of EVMs
and the Election
Commission, the
election resultshave not
only shattered such
misleading statements
and myths, but havedso
restored the vibrant,
pluralistic, secular and
healthy democratic
imageof India. Theleft-
jihadi-communalist
political group that
blindly opposes Prime
Minigter Modi hasleft no
stone unturned in its
nonsense blabberingand
anti-national conspiracy.
Despitethis, theelection
results have been
satisfactory in many
waysfor the constituent
parties of the India
Alliance. Thiselection
has become the
harbinger of new lifefor

the Congress. Anyway,
for anideal democracy,
itisnecessary to havea
strong opposition; thisis
what gives beauty to
democracy. Indian
voters have given the
message to the India
Alliance to play the
opposition role
effectively.

This time the election
results have also raised
many questionsinfront of
many political parties.
The courts decide who
will ay injail. But Dehi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had handed
over the right to the
votersto stay inor out of
jail, theresult of which
wasthat AAP'saccount
was not even openedin
Delhi ruled by him, while
hisparty failed to repeat
themiracleof Assembly
Elections-2022 in
Punjab and won only 3
out of 13 seats.

Who is Sharad Pawar's
political heir and whose
Is the real Shiv Sena?
Are Maya and Mamta
still powerful? This
election started with
many such questions.
Someof thesehavebeen
answered and someare
dtill pending. Thekindsof
results that have come
have al so raised doubts
whether economic
reformswill continuein
the country? Will the
country continuetomove
on the path of
development?What will
happen to policy
stability? Perhapsdueto
this doubt, there was a
huge fall in the stock
market. But these
questionswereanswered
to alarge extent in the

speech given by
Narendra Modi at the
first BJP headquarters
and inthe meeting with
theallianceparties, due
to which the stock
market also gained

momentum and
enthusiasm was
generated among the
workersof BJPandthe
dlianceparties.

The country is once
agan entering theeraof
codition governments.
Now itisaredity thatin
view of the current
mandate, forming a
coalition government
has become a
compulsionfor theBJP.
Certainly, thereisabig
difference between
running a government
with allies with an
absolute majority and
running a government
with aliesin minority.
The question is being
raised whether the BJP,
which has taken big
decisonsintheinterest
of the country in two
termswith an absolute
maority, will beableto
fed comfortableinruling
under the pressure of
coalition partners? But

- Lalit Garg -

thereisno doubt that the
government under the
leadership of Modi will
move forward with
strength and will give
shapeto itsresolutions
and plans. A coalition
governmentisgoing to
be formed for the first
timeat thecentral level
in the country after
2009. In the past,
NarasmhaRapandAtd
Bihari Vajpayee have
also run coalition
governmentsefficiently
and have also taken
forwardthereforms.

Manmohan Singh has
also run a coalition
government for ten
years, but it cannot be
ignored how he had to
bow down to undue
pressurefromaliesmany
times. Atal Bihari
Vg payeedso struggled
withthechallengesof a
coalition government.
But Modi's
circumstances are
different. Heisamaster
of politicsand Amit Shah
is aplayer of political
manipulation.
Considering this, it is
believed that theBJPand
the NDA government

led by it will beableto
do their work
successfully. Not only
thegovernment, but the
major issues of the BJP
will also be
implemented.
Whenever theBJPfaces
situations of undue
political pressure, the
government will finda
meaningful way out.
Anyway, the BJPisnot
far from the majority
figure, soitisexpected
that it will be much
easier for it to run the
government with other
aliesincluding Telugu
Desam Party, Janata
Dd-U, Shiv Sena. Even
aterthis, PrimeMinister
Modi will berunning a
caditiongovernment for
thefirsttime.

Although heisaware of
thewaysof running such
a government due to
working under the
coditiongovernment led
by Atd Bihari Vgpayee,
running such a
government will be a
new experiencefor him.
But heis aware of the
efficient running of the
activities of the
organization while

holding many postsin
the BJP organization.
Facing pressures from
within the country and
abroad, he has made
Indiaapower. Whenthe
world is facing an
economiccrigs, Indias
economy is moving
towards becoming the
third economy of the
world. Hisrunning of the
coditiongovernmentwill
certainly give a new
dimension to his
leadership ability and
political skill of taking
everyoneaong. Hehas
apolitica visonand Kill
to solve the country's
problems  amidst
chdlenges.

Cadlition governments
have some positive
aspectsaswell assome
negative aspects. The
leader of coalition
governments has to
work in coordination
with the constituent
parties. The problem
arises when the
constituent parties start
making unreasonable
demands or try to
bargain or start doing
politics of pressure to
fulfill their narrow
interests. To deal with
these situations, the
Modi government is
already making efforts
to include other
independent MPs and
other political partiesin
itsfold. Thedliesshould
worry about thepolitical
and economic interests
of their statesinstead of
unreasonable demands
and pressure, but while
doing o, they should not
lose sight of national
interests. They should
also ensure that the

coalition government
runssmoothly.

Certainly, M odi
government is facing
challenging situations,
just like *Pandavas’
faced complex Stuations
in Mahabharata war.
Today, there is
appeasement instead of
Drona, corruption
instead of Kripacharya,
terrorism instead of
Ashwatthama, ambition
andimmordity insteed of
Duryodhan, interna and
global conspiracy
instead of Shakuni, all
kindsof disruptiveforces
instead of nationalism -
linguistic, regional,
castesm, commundism,
selfishness etc. and
fundamentaisminstead
of Karna. Along with
this, thereareextremely
complex problems of
inflation, unemployment,
discontent etc. and now
Indiaistrappedinthem.
Still, thelightintheform
of NarendraModi will
become more powerful
in his new innings and
break all these
“Chakravyuh” of India.
Playing the most
successful inningsof his
politicd life, hewill once
again show thenegative
and anti-national forces
their place.
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Anead of SANJY-2024, ADGP L&O chairs Joint Megting of off

Srinagar (Aasif Malik):
Improve surveillance
tactics, and bolster
personnel deployment
along pilgrimage axes:
ADGR, Vijay Kumar to
officers

ADGP Law & Order
J&K Shri Vijay Kumar
chaired a joint meeting
with theofficersof Police,
Army, CAPFs and other
agenciesat Police Control
Room Kashmir.
Threadbare discussions
were made regarding
overall security
arrangements to be
adopted for safe, smooth
& incident-free conduct
of upcoming SANJY-
2024.

The meeting was
attended by ADGP
Jammu Zone, IGP
Kashmir Zone, IG BSF
Ftr. Hgr Srinagar, |G
Traffic J&K, DIG SSB
Srinagar, DIsG NKR
Baramulla/CKR Srinagar/
SKR Anantnag, DIsG of
CRPF South Srinagar/
Ops Srinagar/North

Srinagar, DIG DKR
Batote, DIG Udhampur/
Reasi Range, DIG JSK
Range Jammu/ DIsG
Armed/ IR Kashmir/
ITBP, Col GS (IS 15
Corps), Rep from Kilo
Force, SSsP of PCR
Kashmir, Srinagar,
Kulgam, Anantnag,
Awantipora, Pulwama,
Budgam, Bandipora,
Ganderbal, Traffic Rural
Kashmir & Traffic City
Srinagar, SP
Telecommunication
Kashmir and other
officersincluding NDRF
& MRT representatives.
At the onset of the
meeting the participating
officersbriefed thechair
about the security
arrangements to be
adopted for the smooth
and peaceful conduct of
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra-
2024. The officers
present in the meeting
shared their insights,
past experiences and
recommendations,
highlighting the

MMU.A

importance of robust
communication channels,
co-ordination among
various forces, and real-
time monitoring systems.
Deliberationsfocused on
fortifying the existing
security infrastructure,
improving surveillance
tactics, and bolstering
personnel deployment
along the pilgrimage
route.

The meeting addressed

cut-off timing vis-a-vis
concernsregarding local
and tourist movement
during the Yatra to
ensure minimal
disruption & in-
convenience. It was
emphasized that Yatri or
tourist vehicles would
be taken to safe places/
yatra camps enroute if
plying beyond
designated cut-off
timingsat various points
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along the route.
Concerned stakeholders
were accordingly briefed
on the protocol that
prohibitsYatraand tourist
vehicle movement beyond
the specified timings.

During the meeting,
ADGP L&O and IGP
Kashmir provided insights
into the necessary
Standard  Operating
Procedures (SOPs) that
must be adhered to

In UP, Sate With Most Lok Sabha Seats,
Only 10% Of New M PsAreWomen

Lucknow(KCN): Uttar
Pradesh, a state with
more than six crore
women voters, will send
just seven women MPsto
parliament.

Whileall political parties
have been championing
adequate female
representation in the Lok
Sabha, less than 10 per
cent of all candidates
whofought the Lok Sabha
election were women.

A total of 851 candidates
in Uttar Pradesh
contested theelectionsfor
80 seats, out of which 771
were men and 80 women.
Out of the seven MPs
€elected to parliament, five
are from the Samajwadi
Party and only one from
the BJP - actor-turned-
politician Hema Malini.
Another is Anupriya
Patel, who won from
Mirzapur, of the BJP's

ally Apna Dal (Soney
Lal).

The five women MPs
from the Samajwadi
Party are Dimple Yadav,
Igra Chaudhary, Priya
Saroj, Ruchi Vira, and
Krishna Devi.

Priya Saroj won from
Machhlishahr seat by a
margin of 35,850 votes.
She had been pitted
against BJP MP
Bholanath. Ms Saroh is
the daughter of three-
time MP Toofani Sarg;.
IgraChaudhary, 29, won
by 69,000 votes from
Kairana; she is the
daughter of Chaudhary
Munawwar Hasan, a
former RgjyaSabhaMP,
and Begum Tabassum
Hasan, a former Lok
Sabha MP.

The BJP and the
Rashtriya Lok Dal
initially fielded six

women candldates inthe
contest for 79 seats. One
was kept for Anupriya
Patel.

In Barabanki, the ticket
wasinitialy giventoMP
UpendraRawat, but after
a purported obscene
video of the MP went
viral, the party gave the
ticket to Rajrani Rawat,
making a total of seven

women candi datesfrom
the BJP in UP, and a
total of eight women
candidate from the
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA).

The Samajwadi Party
fielded 12 women
candidates in the 63
seats, which the party
and the Trinamool
Congress contested. Of

them, five have won the
election. Its ally the
Congress gave aticket to
only one woman, Dolly
Sharma from Ghaziabad,
making a total of 13
candidates from the
opposition bloc INDIA.
The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) gave tickets to
three women. The party
did not win any seat.

As BJP Weighs Nitish Kumar's Terms, A
Lesson From HisINDIA Bloc Exit

Patna(KCN): Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and hisincoming
Andhra Pradesh
counterpart
Chandrababu Naidu
have emerged as
kingmakers after
Tuesday's Lok Sabha
electionresult, which left
the BJP 32 seats short of
majority and dependent
on them for support to
form and run the new
government.

Mr Naidu's TDP has 16
and Nitish Kumar'sJDU
has 12 MPs, the second-
andthird-largest partiesin
the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance. In
fact, the rest of the NDA
put together has only 25
seats- not enoughto carry
the BJP's 240 MPs past
the mgjority mark of 272
andformthegovernment.
The TDP and JDU are,
therefore, critica to the
BJP's hopes of a third
term, afact underlined by
Narendra Modi when he
mentioned the two state
leaders in his victory
speech on Tuesday night.
There has  been
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speculation, though, that
the Congress-led INDIA
bloc - whichhas232 seets
- could attempt to lure
NitishKumar, afounding-
member, back to itsside.
SourcesclosetotheBihar
Chief Minister ruled out
this possibility but left a
ginginthetail, satingthe
BJP top brass would do
well to remember that
Nitish walked out of the
INDIA bloc over delays
in naming him as its
Convenor.

Recalling the January 13
meeting, and the events
that followed, sources
said an agreement to that
effect (and another
naming Congress boss

Mallikarjun Kharge the
bloc's Chairperson) had
been reached. However,
this was deferred after
Rahul Gandhi spoke up;
the Wayanad (and now)
Amethi MP asked for the
deferral since Trinamool
boss Mamata Banerjee
was absent from that
mesting.

Mr Gandhi argued the
appointment needed a
sign-off from all senior
leaders.

Theintervention was not
well-received by the JDU;
Nitish Kumar and two of
his closest aides, Rajeev
RanjandiasLalan Singh,
and Sanjay Jha, who
immediately switched off

their video conference
lines

There were, we were
givento understand, other
reasons why Nitish quit
thebloc, including asharp
social media post by
Rohini Acharya, the
daughter of long-timeadly-
rival Lalu Prasad Yadav.
Nitish Kumar has
maintained radio silence
on this or any related
topic, even after the JDU
boss and his former aly,
theRID'sTgashwi Yadav,
st tongueswagging when
photographed on the
same Patna-Delhi flight,
en route to NDA and
INDIA meetings to
review poll results and
plot next moves.
Sources, though, have
confirmed the JDU has
informed the BJP of
what it expects - two
cabinet and a junior
Union Minister berth, as
well as a common
minimum programme -
in return for support.
The Railways Minister
post - held previously by
Nitish Kumar - is
among those the party

has its eye on.

In the first two Modi
governments the BJP -
strengthened by not
needing NDA partners
to remain in power -
enforced astrict limit on
berth allocation - one
post to each allied party
- to NDA members.
This, in fact, was why
Nitish Kumar quit the
NDA after the 2019
general election; back
then he - infamous for
his flip-flops - had
d i t c h ed
mahagathbandhan
partner RJD and allied
with the BJP.
Thistimearound - given
the BJP needs Nitish
Kumar's support -
sourcescloseto himsaid
they expect the saffron
party to meet the JDU's
demands without (too
much) of afuss.
Should the BJP dither too
much, the JDU is
expectedtoremindit that
"other doors are open”,
which has been seen as
a clear reference to a
possible switchback to
the INDIA bloc.

throughout the Yatra.
They also emphasized
the importance of
preparedness and
proactive measures in
mitigating risks and
ensuring the safety and
security of the yatris/

devotees. They
underscored the
significance of

collaboration among
stakeholders and the
implementation of robust
contingency plans to
effectively address any
unforeseen challenges.
During the meeting,
ADGP L&O & IGP
Kashmir also stressed

upon the officers
regarding the
identification and

assessment of areas
proneto vulnerabilities
like landslides, snow
avalanches, rock
falling etc aiming to
devise strategies for
enhanced vigilance and
proactive measures in
these regions. They
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also directed that the
services of specialized
forces like National
Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), State
Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) &
Snow and Avalanche
Study Establishment
(SASE) may be
utilized in order to get
these vulnerable points
mapped so that these
can be monitored on
regular basis to
enhance overall safety
measures.

Furthermore, the
ADGP L&O directed
the officers to
enhance/reinforce
security measures and
mitigate potential risks
by deploying Anti-
Sabotage teams along
the Amarnath Yatra
route to identify and
neutralize any potential
terror threats. ADGP
L& O Shri Vijay Kumar
also advised the
officers to enhance

Justlce
' Key

On Reservatmn For

New Delhi(KCN):
TDP leader and
Chandrababu Naidu's
son NaraL okesh today
said that the party's
focuswill be creating
jobs and uplifting the
marginalisedinAndhra
Pradesh. The party
won 16 Lok Sabha
seats in Andhra
Pradesh and was

instrumental in the
National Democratic
Alliance  (NDA)
winning theelections.
Mr Lokesh said that
they would continuethe
reservation provided to
Muslimsinthestate, a
policy that their aliance
partner BJP staunchly
OpPOSES.

"It (reservation for
Muslims) has been
going around for the
last 2 decades and we
stand by it. We intend
to continue it," Mr
Lokesh said in an
exclugveinterview with
NDTV.

The 41-year-old said
that the reservation
wasn't for
appeasement, but
social justice as the
minoritiesin the state
have the lowest per
capitaincome.

"It's a fact that the
minorities continueto
suffer and that they
have the lowest per
capita income. As a
government, it is my
responsibility to bring
themout of poverty. So
whatever decisions |
take are not for
appeasement, but to
bring them out of

poverty," hesaid.

"If you want to make
our nation adevel oped
nation, we cannot
leave anyone behind.
We should do it
together and thereisa
great opportunity to do
it. It has been the
trademark of the TDP,
to take everyone
together,” Mr Lokesh
added.

NaraLokesh played a
key roleinthe party's
stellar performancein
the Lok Sabhaaswell
as assembly polls in
AndhraPradesh. After
the arrest of
Chandrababu Naidu,
Mr Lokesh took over
the reins of the TDP
and undertook a
4,000-kilometre
'padayatra toreach the
Masses.

Speaking about Mr

carsat PCR Kashmir

surveillance and threat
detection capabilities
through the utilization
of advanced drone
technology and real-
time aerial monitoring
over both pilgrimage
routes-Pahalgam axis
as well as Baltal axis.
As the pilgrimage
approaches, ADGP
assured the public that
every possible
measure would be
taken to provide a
secure and hassle-free
experience for the
devotees. He aso urged
the general public to
cooperate with the
security forcesand follow
the prescribed guidelines
for their own convenience
& safety. Overall, the
meeting  facilitated
comprehensive
discussions on key
logistical and security
aspects pivotal for the
successful and secure
conduct of the Yatra.

Not
BJPAlly
Mugims

Naidu'sarrest, the TDP
leader said that it was
vendetta politics and

his father was
wrongfully jailedfor 52
days.

"We are victims of
vendetta politics. The
rule of law should be
implemented equally
for everyone. No place
for vendettapoliticsin

India," hesaid.

The leader also
dismissed reportsthat
the TDPisseeking the
speaker's post and
some key portfoliosin
the new cabinet led by
Prime Minister
NarendraModi, which
will be sworn in on
Sunday.

"TDP never negotiates
when it comesfor post,
we only negotiate for
fundsfor the state. We
don't ask for ministries.
Our interest is the
state's interest," Mr
Lokeshtold NDTV.
"Strong states make
strong nations. We
want to be part of a5
trillion dollar economy
dream. Webelievethat
Andhraalonecanbea
1 trillion economy.
Look forward to
working with NDA,"
he added.
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BJP will exploit tribal land,
natural resour ces: Congress

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Senior Congress |eader
Ajoy Kumar Thursday
warned that the new
government that would
be formed by BJP will
snatch away the natural
resources belonging to
the people of Odisha,

wh|Ie saylng that hIS
party has humbly
accepted the verdict in
the recently concluded
elections. The Congress
won 14 seats in the 147-
member Odisha
Assembly. “We humbly
accept the verdict of the

wi TR

people of Odishain the
recently concluded
election. But, wewant to
warn the peoplethat they
aregoingtolosetheir ‘ja’
(water), ‘jungle’ (forest)
and ‘jamin’ (land) asthe
BJP is set to form
governmentinthe state,”

Kumar told a presser
here.

He assured the people
of Odishathat Congress
would fight inside and
outside the Assembly
for the next five years
to protect the people of
Odisha and their

Dropin turtlenumberssparksconcern

Kendrapara(KCN):
Thedeclineinthenumber
of OliveRidley turtlesfor
mass nesting at
Gahirmatha Marine
Sanctuary near
Bhitarkanika National
Park in this district for
the last two years has
sparked concern among
the environmentalists,
sources said Sunday.
According to an official
report, 5.11 lakh Olive
Ridley turtles had laid
eggs at Gahirmatha in
2022. The number
decreased slightly, to
around fivelakhin 2023.
However, this year the
drop in the number of
turtles visiting the
sanctuary isaarming.
According to official
estimates, only threelakh
turtles have arrived at
Gahirmatha. This
massive decline in
numbers has sparked
fears of drastic climate
changes or some
massive natural disaster
in the offing. Hemant
Kumar Rout, secretary
of ‘Gahirmatha Marine
Turtles and Mangrove
Protection Committee’,
environmentalistsK hitish
Kumar Singh and Srikant
Nayak said there are
several reasons behind
the decrease in numbers.
They pointed out that
erosion and loss of land
mass is one of the main
reasons behind the
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decrease in several
turtles visiting the
sanctuary. Asthelandis
being gobbled up by the
sea, the nesting places of
theturtlesarealso being
reduced.

Hence many turtles are
staying away from the
sanctuary, pointed out
Nayak. Rout on the other
hand, added that theonly
way to stop the erosion
isthrough aplantation of
mangroves. “However,
awareness programmes
about the importance of
mangroves and the
plantation drive have not
been properly
implemented,” he
pointed out. The three
informed that the
mushrooming prawn
gheries in Bhitarkanika
National Park havearole
to play in soil erosion.
They said that the
chemical laced water
released from these
gheriesactsas a ‘killer’

for whatever little
mangrove plantation is
there. The toxic water
also affects the turtles
and hence it may be
another reason why a
lesser number of turtles
arevisiblein Gahirmatha
thisyear. Fishermen and
changes in climate are
the other main reasons
why there is a decrease
in the number of turtles.
Despite bans, fishermen
enter prohibited areas
inside the sea.

In the process, many
turtles die after getting
entangled inthe nets, the
three opined. They also
pointed out that earlier
the turtles used to lay
eggs in March, but this
year they have done so
inApril. Thistimeshiftis
proof enough that some
climatic change is
affecting the visiting
turtles, the
environmentalists
pointed out. They

warned that the turtles

will  stop visiting
Gahirmatha for mass
nesting like Harachandi
coastlinein Puri district if
thenatural environmentis
not restored at the
earliest. When contacted,
Gahirmatha ranger
Pradosh Moharana said
the Forest department is
taking a number of
measures for the
protection of the turtles.
He pointed out that
mangrove forest
plantations are being
carried out to solve the
€rosion iSsues.

Security has also been
beefed up to prevent the
unauthorised entry of
fishermen in prohibited
zones. “We will shortly
conduct areview to find
out why the number of
turtles visiting
Gahirmathathisyear has
declined. Accordingly,
we will take steps,” said
Moharana.

Woman ‘kills’ son for
stealing money

Kalimela(KCN): In a
shocking incident, an
eight-year-old boy died
after being allegedly
kickedinthechest by his
mother at Tumbaguda
villageunder palicelimits
in Malkangiri district
Saturday night. The
deceased has been
identified as Rohit
Padiami, son of Muka
Padiami of the same

village. It has been
stated that Rohit used to
steal money

regularly. There used to
be frequent quarrels
between him and his
mother Wagi on this
issue.

Infuriated at the
wrongdoing of her son,
Wagi landed ahard kick
on the chest of Rohit,
Saturday night. The

minor boy collapsed on
the spot immediately.
Initially, Wagi thought
that Rohit had fallen
asleep. Only Sunday
morning family members
discovered that Rohit
had died.

On being informed,
officials from the

Kalimela police station
reached the spot and
initiated aninvestigation
into the incident. A
forensic team was also
pressed into service.

Later Wagi was
detained after her
husband officially

complained to her.

[1C,
Tandi
informed that Wagi has
confessed that shekicked
Rohit under theinfluence

Kalimela PS
Chandrakant

of alcohol. Police are
now waiting for the post-
mortem report to
ascertain the real cause
behind Rohit’sdeath.

resources. “Our 14 newly-
elected MLAs will fight
like 140 MLAs and they
will stand tall before the
people of Odisha and
protect them,” Kumar
said. He aleged that BJP
would exploit the tribal
land and natural resources
of Odisha. “The people of
our country have shown
BJP their place. The
Congress has fought this
election not only against
the BJP but also against
the central agencies like
ED, CBI, IT, etc. If there
would have been a level
playingfieldfor Congress,
we would have got 400
seatsin Lok Sabhapolls.”

| TI Berhampur combats plastic
poIIutlon with UN collaboratlon

Berhampur (KCN): ITI

Berhampur has joined
forces with the UN
Environment Programme

(UNEP) in a new
initiative to educate the
public about reducing
plastic bottle use and
keeping the planet clean.
In a unique display, ITI
Berhampur created a12-
foot-tall metal faucet
constructed from

recycled scrap materials.
This symbolic tap
dispenses plastic bottles,
highlighting the issue of
plastic pollution. The
message “ turning off the

tap” figuratively
encourages a reduction
in  plastic bottle

consumption. Thisinitiative
embodies the
‘“Waste2Wealth' concept,
promoting a circular

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN

Maharishi Public School, Baripada

STD-NURSERY TO VIII

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

|| S - bR -F
(Special discount for new admission belore

Find the Difference
- Small Classes

- Experienced, trained & loving teachers.
- Individual attention to each child.

- Regular meditation and yoga.
- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

]"‘-' ), -"IHIHI

economy where waste is
repurposed into valuable
resources. Rajat Kumar
Panigrahi, the ingtitute’s
principal, believes this
innovative approach will
educate hundreds of
students and visitors who
come to the campus
regularly. Theteameffort of
ITI Berhampur’'s students
and staff has received
widespread praise.
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For details
Contact :
Call-9438102188, 06792-255227
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E-mail- mps.bpd(@gmail.com

Find us on

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Balasore Schoo

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The Indian National
Trust for Art and Culture
Heritage (INTACH),
Odisha Chapter, held
the Finals of the State
level inter-school quiz
competition on 15th
Oct 2023 at the
Blossoms School,
Bhubaneswar.

The INTACH
National Heritage
Quiz is the biggest
event of itstype held
on apan-Indialevel.
Itisan effort toraise
awareness and
cultivate affection for
cultural and
architectural heritage.
The Quiz was based
on the heritage and
culture of India, and
aimed to increase
awareness about our
glorious nation among

school children.
Studentsfrom classes
7th to 10th were
eligibleto participate
in teams of two.

In an exciting show-
case of knowledge
and heritage, the
State Final Round
saw the emergence of
St. Thomas Convent,
Balasore asthevictor,
securing their place in
the next round which
isthe National Level
Quiz. The questions
asked during the quiz
comprised from
various topics like
India’s heritage,
history, crafts, art
forms, architecture,
wildlife sanctuaries,
National parks,
cultural heritage, art-
forms, dances etc.
with a special focus

on Odisha's legacy
and famous
personalities.
Altogether it was a
passionate approach
which was put
forward asalearning
experience for the
students. Quizmaster
Bivash Rath Attreya
conducted the quiz.
Four teams from
different districts
participated in the
final round. The
teams were from the
St. Thomas Convent,
Balasore; Odisha
Adarsh Vidyayala,
Baripada; Odisha
Adarsh Vidyayala,
Balangir and
Blossoms School,
Bhubaneswar.

The team o]
Aryashree Das
Adhikari and

—

CM Naveen Launches32 1 ndustrial Projects
Worth Rs6,993 Cr, To Gener ate 24,508 Jobs

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Inasignificant milestone
in the journey of
Odisha's economic
advancement, Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
today inaugurated nine
industrial projects and
performed a ground-
breaking ceremony of 23
industrial units.These
Inaugurations &
Groundbreaking are
statements of the Chief
Minister’s vision for
faster conversion of
investment intents to
grounding.

These projects with a
total investment of Rs
6,992.94 Crore and
employment potential of
24,508 are spread over

14 digtrictsi.e., Bolangir,
Boudh, Cuttack,
Ganjam, Jajpur,
Jagatsinghpur,
Jharsuguda, Keonjhar,
Khurda, Puri, Rayagada,
Sambal pur, Subarnapur
& Sundergarh.

Speaking on this
occasion, the Chief
Minister said, “Our
industrial portfolio is
expanding with the
inclusion of new ageand
employment-intensive
sectors such as green
energy  equipment
manufacturing, textiles,
tourism, etc. The
continuousi mprovement
in the Ease of Doing
Business ranking of the
state, coupled with a

business-friendly
environment, world-class
industrial infrastructure,
and highly sought-after
skill development
initiatives, has been
instrumental in attracting
investmentsto Odisha.
Highlighting the fact that
the 32 projects are spread
across 14 districts, the
Chief Minister expressed
his pleasure in the broad-
basing of industrialization
inthestate. The ceremony
was held through Video
conferencing in the
presence of the Minister
Industries, MSME &
Energy, senior government
officials and
representatives of these
Industries.

DalmiaBharat CeleoratesEmpowerment of 18000
women on International Day of Rural Women

Bhubaneshwar,(KCN):
Dalmia Bharat Group,
India’'s leading
conglomerate  with
businessesin cement and
sugar, announces the
successful
empowerment of 18000
women on International
Day of Rural Women.
Through the
establishment of Self-
Help Groups (SHGs),
these women are
provided essential skill
training and access to
vital resources for
sustainable livelihood
development. In
collaboration with various
organisationslikeNRLM,
NABARD, etc. Damia
Bharat organizesvarious
training initiatives like
micro-enterprise
development, handicraft
production and othersin
both farming and non-
farming sectors. All
these activities are
conducted in
communities settled
around their regions of
operation across 12
states in India. These
initiatives aim to upskill
rural women to empower
them, diversify their
income sources and
provide accessto formal
credit systems. Two
notable initiatives in
Odisha include Project
Hastakala — upskilling
women artisans and
enterprise development
viamushroom cultivation
in communities
surroundingitsfacilitiesin

Cuttack, Rajgangpur, and
Lanjiberna  Mines.
Dalmia Bharat has
enabled over 10,000
women in Odisha to
become financially
independent earning a
monthly income ranging
from Rs.4000 to Rs8000,
significantly improving
their individua well-being
and the ability to support
their families.

Commenting on the
company’sinitiativeson
International Day of
Rural Women Mr. Ashok
K. Gupta, CEO, Damia
Bharat Foundation said,
“Rural  women in
devel oping countries play
a vital role in food
security and economic
development but face
severe marginalization,
including limited land
ownership, higher
illiteracy rates and
unequal earnings
compared to men.
Dalmia Bharat is
dedicated to uplifting
marginalized  rural
women through holistic
programs that bolster
their income while
managing household
responsibilities. Our
commitment aligns with
UN Sustainable Goals,
promoting self-reliance
and gender equdity for an
inclusive and sustainable
India, where empowered
women drive community
and national
development.”

Project Hastakala is an
‘earning with joy’ skill

development programme
where women are
trained in the unique tie
& dye batik products.
Thisproject isconducted
in tribal areas of
Jhagarpur & Katang
panchayat in Odisha.
After witnessing
immense success at
national exhibitions,
Dalmia Bharat
introduced the SADRI.e
brand for promoting the
handmade batik products
like bedsheets,
handkerchievs, scarves
etc. through multiple
marketing platforms.
Another  successful
initiative  includes
enterprise development
through  mushroom
cultivation. Dalmia
Bharat actively facilitates
training programs and
market linkage support
for SHG women,
equipping them to earn
an additional monthly
income of Rs. 5000 by
establishing their own
cultivation units.

International Day of
Rura Women, observed
annually on 15th October,
celebratesthevital roleof
rural women  in
agriculture, food security,
and rural development. It
highlights the need to
empower them, address
inequalities, and aligns
with global goals for
gender equality and
sustainable development.

Kolkata (AMBAR
MUKHERJEE): In its
154-year history, Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata (SMP Kolkata)
including Kolkata Dock
System (KDS) and
Haldia Dock Complex
(HDC), achieved a
milestone in the fiscal
year 2023-24 by handling
66.4 million metrictonnes
(MMT) of cargo,
marking a 1.11%
increase from the
previous record of 65.66
million tonnes moved in
2022-23.

Chairman of the SMP
Rathendra Raman
attributed this
unprecedented
throughput to a series of
strategic initiatives
implemented by the port
to enhance productivity,
safety measures,
business development,
and overall capacity

Airtel Xgtream
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utilization.

Highlighting HDC's
significant contribution,
Raman said that the
complex handled 49.54
MMT in FY 2023-24,
marking itshighest cargo
volume ever since its
inception and surpassing
the previous record of
48.608MMT inFY 2022-

23, representing an
increase of 1.91%.
Meanwhile, KDS

managed 16.856 MMT
of cargo in 2023-24
compared to 17.052
MMT in 2022-23.
Heemphasized the port's
robust financial
performancein 2023-24,
achieving anet surplusof
Rs. 501.73 crores as
well, a significant 65%
growth over the previous
year's net surplus of Rs.
304.07 crores, marking a
remarkable
accomplishment.

Fiber unlocks

its NEW All-in-One plans

Bhubaneswar: To serve the needs of premium
households who want the next generational
connectivity and entertainment experience, Bharti
Airtel (*Airtel”), India’s premier communications
solutions provider, has once again raised the bar in
the home broadband segment with the launch of three
new all-in-one plans built for the evolving
entertainment needs of today’s connected homes.
Vir Inder Nath, CEO — Homes, Bharti Airtel had
this to say: “Our new plans are built for India's
emerging entertainment needs. Through these bundle
offersweplanto offer our discerning customersgreat
value, convenience and unlock amulti-faceted digital

experience.”

Increased broadband consumption in Indian homes
has given rise to the phenomena of hybrid viewing,
wherefamiliesarelooking to consume OTT content
on the TV screen along with linear TV without the
hasd e of managing multiple subscriptionsand devices.

Airtel’s plans are the first

of their kind in terms of

catering to the evolving entertainment needs of the
whole family and come with: Subscription to 17
premium OTTstogowith unlimited data. Thisincludes
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney+ Hotstar and Airtel
Xstream Premium ((SonyL.iv, Lionsgate, Hoichoi and
11 more OTTs). 350+ TV channels covering the best
of linear TV. Airtel 4K Xstream TV Box* that allows
youtoenjoy OTT and linear TV content withasingle

device and single remote.

To augment capacity of
the port, SMP Kolkatais
stressing on the PPP
Projectsin abig way.
Concession awarded by
SMPK for 2 PPP
projects costing Rs 480
crores by Century Ports
Ltd. on 24.06.2023 and
M/sAdani Port & SEZ on
14.07.2023 respectively
for rgjuvenation of KPD-
| West (Cost Rs. 181.81
crores) and
mechanization of berth
no. 2 at HDC (Cost
298.28 crore) which
couldleadto Incremental
Capacity Addition of 6.78
MMT (approx.)

Three more projects
(berth No 5) for HDC,
strengthening and
mechanization of Berth
no. 7 and 8 NSD and
Floating Crane at
Diamond Harbour at a
cost of Rs 1160 crore,
incremental capacity of
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An allime record cargohendiing in 202324 & Syama Prasad Modkerc Pt

4.5 MMT) are likely to
reach award stage by
2024-25.

The chairman said
development of drainage
network (Phase-11A) on
eastern side of dock
basin at Haldia dock
complex, Haldia under
master drainage plan
(Cost Rs.26.79 Cr.)
Regarding
Implementation  of
energy efficient/smart
fittings and outdoor
purpose along-with roof
top solar power plant at
KDS, Lol issued for
smart Ight to Schnell
Energy Equipment's Pvt.
Ltd. on 20.12.23 (Vaue:
4.76 cr. excluding GST).
4 Magjor Projects costing
Rs. 201.23 cr. completed
during FY 2023-24:
Procurement of 1 no. 40
tonne Rail Mounted Quay
Crane (RMQC) at HDC,
(Cost Rs.52.82 Cr. and

triumphsas Sate Championsin Intach’sNational Heritage Quiz.

Dibyajoti Das from
St. Thomas Convenor
Balasore werethefirst
and the team from
OdishaAdarsh Vidayda
were runners up. They
will goto New Delhi for
the National Finals to
beheldin November.

Anil Dhir, Convener of
I NTACH"'s
Bhubaneswar Chapter,
said that the Heritage
Quiz was a part of
INTACH'sinitiativefor
heritage awareness
among School children.
AmiyaBhushan Tripathy
IPS (Retd), State
Convener of Intach gave
away the prizes and
certificates to the

participants.

Kolkata Snce 1870

0.25 MMTPA capacity
addition). Raman
thanked Indian Railways,
Department of Customs,
Government of West
Bengal, NHAI and other
organizations for their
continued support.
Furthermore, the
Chairman attributed the
achievement for the
growth in diverse cargo
types, the influx of new
and additional cargo, and
the multi-faceted user-
friendly measures, such
as Dbetter services,
improved facilities, cost-
effective and customer-
friendly charges and all-
out efforts of theworkers
of the port. He
congratulated all the
officers, staff and unions,
PPP Operators,
Stevedores,
Stakeholders, etc. for
working like a team to
produce the spectacular
performance.

EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCESAWAIT
SINGAPOREAIRLINESCUSTOMERS

Singapore: Airlines
(SIA) today unveiled its
all-new flagship
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges at
Singapore Changi Airport
Terminal 3,following a
S$50 millionre-design,
upgrade, and expansion
project. This willfurther
enhance the on-ground
customer experience at
theAirlineé smain hub,and
comes asthe demand for
international air travel
from and through
Singapore takes off once
again.

The Private Room,
theFirst Classsection of
the SilverKris Lounge,
the Business Class
section of the SilverKris
Lounge, and the
KrisFlyer Gold Lounge
can collectively
accommodate around
1,150 customers within

their 6,100 square-
metres, translating
to30% more seats and
space. This also doubles
the capacity that was
available during the
pandemicwhile the
upgradingworks were
going on. TheAirlinehas
createda sanctuarythat
has been
thoughtfullydesigned to
enhance the comfort and
convenience of diverse
groups of travellers, and
meet their evolving needs
in the coming
years.Customers will be
ableto enjoy world-class
productsand services, as
well as enticingfood and
beverage options, around
the clock at the lounges
beforetheir flight.

Mr Goh Choon Phong,
Chief Executive Officer,
SingaporeAirlines, said:
“Extensive customer

engagement and
research havegone into
the design of the new
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges.
Customerswill enjoy
thoughtfully
curatedproduct offerings
andexperience  the
signhatureSingapore
Airlines hospitality,
allwithina comfortable
and restful environment,
ensuring that they are
refreshed and ready for
their journey.

“Openingthesel ounges
at this time signals our
commitment to SIA’s
premium brand and
growth strategy. It
reinforcesour positionas
Changi Airport’s anchor
arline, and reflects our
confidence in
Singapore’'sfuture as a
pre-eminent global air
hub.”

WHEC recognizesAmritaVishwaVidyapeetham
asexcellenceworldwidein Gender Equality

Barcelona: Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham
was invited to the
UNESCO World Higher
Education Conference
(WHEC), which recently
took placein Barcelona,
Spain. UNESCO
recognized Amritaasone
of five universities of
excellenceworldwidefor
itsperformancein gender
equality.

The WHEC aims to
reshape ideas and
practices in higher

education to ensure
sustainabl e devel opment
for the planet and
humanity, as well as to
define and prepare a
roadmap for a new era
of higher education.

As the world comes out
of COVID-19, the
WHEC’s goals and
strategic scope remain,
and the new timeframe
represents an opportunity
to deepen and expand
common efforts of
knowledge production,

policy dialogue,
exchange, and
networking.
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Amritaswarupananda
Puri, President of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
participated in a round
table called
“Universities’
Contribution to Gender
Equality: A global
perspective’. Adding to
his views Swami
Amritaswarupananda
expressed how Amritais

making a difference in
terms of gender equality
and which policies have
been put into place at the
university level. Gender
equality isnumber fivein
theUnited Nations' list of
17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs).He explained
how the culture of gender
equality is not
implemented only in
terms of policies within
Amrita, but also
practiced in spirit.

Theround tableincluded
Dr. Gloria Bonder,
UNESCO Chair on
Women, Science and
Technology; Dr. Ricardo

Vilanueva Lomeli,
Rector General,
University of
Guadalajara; Ms.

Elizabeth Shepherd,
L eader of the
Consultancy team, Times
Higher Education; and
Dr. Victoria Galan-
Muros, Chief of
Research and Analysis,




NewDelhi:Pakistan
captain Babar Azam was
critical of his team's
performance in all three
facets of the game
following the shock
reversal to the USA in
Dallas. Finalists two
yearsago inthe previous
edition of the T20 World
Cup, Pakistan were
heavy favourites to get
off the mark in Group A
ahead of the marquee
weekend clash against
India but produced an
insipid display that began
with ashoddy PowerPlay
effort after being put in
to bat.

Both Mohamamd
Rizwan and Fakhar
Zaman hit sixesto get off
the mark but were
dismissed quickly
thereafter. Between
them Usman Khan was
dismissed for another low
score. The trouble for
Pakistan was that they
have among the lowest
averaging middle orders
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Babar Azam critica

in the competition but
their captain scoring 4
from 14 ballsduring the
field restrictions didn't
help.

From a PowerPlay
score of 30/3, Babar and
Shadab Khan managed
to score 63 in the next
six overs. However, just
as they were looking to
ride the new-found
momentum, Pakistan lost
wickets of Shadab and
Azam Khan  off
successive Nosthush
Kenjigedeliveriesinthe
13th over. And once
Babar fell a couple of
overs later, Pakistan
managed an under-
powered 159 on a pitch
that was beginning to
settle down.

"To be honest,
whenever you lose a
game, you are always
upset. We did not play
good in all three
departments,” Babar
said after the defeat.
"For six overs, | think we

did not capitdise properly,
but |ater on, after the 10th
over we got momentum,
but again we lost too
many wickets and then
your momentumisgone.
So yeah... | think as a
batting unit we need to
step it up in the middle
and in the end.

"The first six overs,
the ball was holding and
was swinging. But later
on, | didn't feel it was a
different wicket. It
settled down a bit.
Because of the early
start - the matches are
starting at 10.30 am - the
fast bowlers will
obvioudy get alittlehelp.
There was somejuicein
the pitch early morning.
So they utilised that and
executed their plan. It
was difficult in the
beginning, but we
covered it. | think when
we lost the wickets
back-to-back, that was
the turning point. But as
aprofessional, you have

to step up against such a
team in the batting... in
the middle order. This
[contitions] is not an
excuse...they played well,
[but] I think we played
badly," he added.

Babar was left
wanting even with the
ball, so often Pakistan's
stronger suitinthese|CC
events. In the absence of
the injured Imad Wasim,
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Shadab and Iftikhar
Ahmed had to cover up
the fifth-bowler's job as
a pair. Between them
they conceded 37 runsin
four overs and couldn't
effect any
breakthroughs. USA
were cruising in their
chase of 159 before the
fast bowlers hit their
yorkersto turn the game
around. Two of those

Berrington, L eask help Scotland topple Namibia

NewDelhi:Skipper
Richie Berrington and
Michael Leask starred
for Scotland asthey beat
Namibiato pick up their
first win of the 2024 T20
World Cup. Scotland,
who had already
impressed against
England before the
washout, chased down
156 with nineballsleft to
spare.

At the death. Until then,
it was anyone's game
with both teams being at
asimilar position after the
15th over. WhileNamibia
let it slip at the death
losing way too many
wickets, Scotland
managed to hammer 48
runsin just 3.3 oversto
go past thefinish line.
Namibia definitely got
the desired result in the
powerplay intermsof the
runs. But at what cost?
By the end of the fifth
over, they had lost their
top 3. JP Kotze was out
for a three-ball duck in
the opening over and Jan
Frylinck dragged one
onto hisstumps. Nikolaas
Davin cut loose to fetch
aflurry of boundariesbut
his march was cut short
as Scotland took early

USA pu

NewDelhi: After taming
Bangladesh in the build
up to the 2024 T20 World
Cup, the United States of
Americaproved it wasn't
aflashin the pan asthey
stunned Pakistan at the
Grand Prairie Stadiumin
Dallas, Texas on
Thursday (June 6).

It was a collective effort
with several heroes
turning up for USA.
Nosthush Kenjige and
Saurabh Netravalkar's
fine bowling kept
Pakistan to 159/7 after
the hosts opted to bowl.
Monank Patel, Aaron
Jones and Andries Gous
came up with good

control.

Losing those three
wickets meant Namibia
had to play it safeduring

the middle overs
especially after Chris
Greaves struck early in
hisfirst over to leavethe
batting sidereeling at 55/
4. That control did arrive
in the form of skipper
Gerhard Erasmus who
helped Namibiarecover.
Erasmus pushed the
scoring rate up again
after adull spell ashehit
boundaries at regular
intervals. Unfortunately
for the skipper, hegot out
stumped at a crucial

juncture immediately
after getting to his fifty
withasix, leavinghisside
vulnerableagain.

Namibia began well at
the death. David Wiese
smashed one over long
on and Zane Green
finally showed signs of
aggression in Mark
Watt'sfinal over. At 135/
5 after 17 overs,
Namibiacould have and
should have aimed for at
least 165. However,
Scotland came back
strong in the final three
oversasBrad Wheal got
rid of both Wiese and
Green in the space of
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contributions while and
Nitish Kumar played an
important role as well
with his 14, which
included a four off the
final ball that took the
game into the Super
Over.

Pakistan looked off
colour and lacked
disciplined in various
phases of the match,
including the Super Over,
asthe USA defended 18
to register a historic
victory and move to the
top of the Group A table.
Aaron Jones and
Harmeet Singh came out
to bat in the Super Over
for USA, withtheformer

placing the ball behind
square on the off side off
Mohammad Amir for a
four off the first ball.
Amir tried to nail the
yorkers and didn't
concede another
boundary inthe over. But
he was guilty of bowling
several wides, with the
batters sneaking in extra
runs to finish with 18.
Saurabh Netravalkar
started with a dot ball to
Iftikhar Ahmed but the
batter put away the next
through the midwicket
region for a four, which
was followed by awide.
Iftikhar tried to clear long
off but a terrific diving

three deliveriesto pretty
much signal the end and
close out the innings in
their favour.

The first half of the
powerplay was quite in
contrast to the second.
Scotland were quite
watchful to begin with.
Ruben Trumpelmann,
hero of the last game,
didn't help matters as he
aided the batting side
with a few wides.
Scotland had 19 on the
board after 3 overs
despite George Munsey's
struggles at one end.
Munsey was put out of
hismisery inthefollowing
over but Michael Jones
taking 18 runs from that
final powerplay over
gave Scotland some
momentum heading into
the middle phase.
Similar to the powerplay,
thiswas again a phase of
two halves. Infact, at the
halfway stage, it was
Namibia who were the
favourites to clinch the
contest. Michael Jones
edged one behind and
Erasmus' brilliant game
continued with thewicket
of Brandon McMullenas
well. At the halfway
mark, Scotland were 69/

1
catch from Milind Kumar
put further pressure on
Pakistan who needed 14
from 3. The next onewas
awideagain, followed by
a fortunate boundary via
leg-byes. A couple off the
next brought it down to 7
off thefinal delivery, with
Shadab needing to clear
the ropes for another
Super Over. But that
wasn't to be as
Netravalkar conceded
only asingle to deliver a
famous win for USA.

USA started with the |l eft-
arm spin of Kenjige, who
was swept for a six by

Mohammad Rizwaninthe
opening over. But

3, needing abigfillipto
change things. The
misery continued as 69/
3became73/4 by theend
of the next over before
the well-set Berrington
finally unleashed himself
with afour and a six to
release the pressure.
Leask hitasix aswell to
bring the equation down
to 47 from the final five
overs.

Wiese, who had
conceded just 3 runs
from hisfirst two overs,
borethe brunt of Leask's
assault as he smashed
him for acouple of sixes
with a four from
Berrington sandwiched
between them. That 19-
run over effectively put
Scotland ontop asLeask
then cleared the ropes
for thefourth timeinthe
evening. Eventhough he
couldn't finish the job,
Berrington sealed the
deal with nine balls|eft.
Brief scores: Namibia
155/9 in 20 overs
(Gerhard Erasmus 52;
Brad Wheal 3/33) lost to
Scotland 157/5 in 18.3
overs(RichieBerrington
47*, Michael Leask 35;
Gerhard Erasmus 2/29)
by 5 wickets
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Rizwan's stay was short-
lived as Netravalkar
found the outside edge
and Steven Taylor took a
stunning one-handed
catchdivingtohisright at
dip. Kenjige also found
success as Usman
Khan'sattempt to go over
the off side resulted in a
catchto long-off. Fakhar
Zaman started with asix
off Kenjige but Babar
Azam was struggling at
the other end, unable to
rotate strike and find the
boundaries. To add to
Pakistan's problems,
Fakhar handed acatch to
short fine leg attempting
alap shot in Ali Khan's

Y

attempted yorkers in the
final over from Haris
Rauf, however, turned
into full tosses which
were put away for
boundaries as USA
forced a dramatic
"Even in the second
innings, | think wea so got
help [from the wicket],
but wewerenot up to the
mark in terms of our
bowling areas. We
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of Pakistan'splay Inall departments

lacked in that in the first
ten overs. We came back
after that but they had
already taken the
momentum. But giventhe
bowlers we have, we
should have defended
that total. On thispitch, |
think it wasa defendable
total for our bowling.
"We are better than
that in the bowling. We
did not take wickets in
thefirst six overs. Inthe
middle overs, if your
spinner is not taking
wickets, then the
pressureisonyou. After
ten overs, we did come
back but | think the way
they finished gameinthe
Super Over, the credit
goes to the US team,"
Babar added.
Curiously enough,
defeats to seemingly
unfancied teams on
paper haven't been rare
for Pakistan. They
dropped a game to
Zimbabweinthelast T20
World Cup inAustralia.

More recently, they lost
a game to Ireland in a
bilateral series before
bouncing back towinthe
final two games. Babar
admitted to the possibility
of a slightly different
mindset, one in which
the players can tend to
relax.

"See, whenever you
cometo any tournament,
you do the best
preparation always,"
Babar said. "You can say
it's a kind of mindset.
When you come up
against ateam like this,
you relax alittle. If you
don't execute your plan
against any team, then
whatever teamitis, they
will make you pay. So |
believe that our
execution was not up to
the mark. We were
doing well in the
preparation but in the
match, we did not
execute our plans as a
team."”

Sunil Chhetri’semotional farewell
message to media goes viral

Mumbai: Sunil Chhetri's
special letter to the
media and journalists
after playing his final
international game in
India's FIFA World Cup
qualifier against Kuwait
on June 6 is winning
hearts on social media
Indid's 0-0 draw against
Kuwait on Thursday at
the Vivekananda Yuba
Bharati stadium in Salt
Lake, Kolkata marked a
not-so-ideal end to Sunil
Chhetri's 19-year-long
India career. Ahead of
the post-match press
conference, the 39-year-
oldwent onto expresshis
ultimate gratitude
towards the media
personell with alengthy
letter, which has since
goneviral al over social
media.

Chhetri was not able to
end his already iconic
Indiacareer with another
one of his trademark
match-winning goals.
The 39-year-old ended
his career as the fourth-
highest goalscorer in
men's international
football with his94 goals,
behind the likes of
Crigtiano Ronaldo, Lionel
Messi and Ali Daei.

opening over. Another
economical over from
Netravalkar, who had
figures of 1-8 from his
three overs, helped the
USA keep the opposition
incheck inthe powerplay,
with the Pakistan captain
managing only 4 off 14,

USA continued to keep it
tight after the powerplay,
with Pakistan getting only
46 in thefirst nine overs.
The much-needed
impetus camein the 10th
over, which was bowled
by Jasdeep Singh, with
Shadab striking two
successive sixes and
Babar ended the over
with hisfirst four, which

Ending hisIndiacareer as
the side's most-capped,
and most successful
player, Chhetri was
graced with a loud
standing ovation fromthe
58,000 fans at the Salt
Lake stadium, who
would've wanted a better
end to the night and also
the journey of their
Captain Fantastic, who
bowed out with teary
eyes in the grandest of
fashion.

In his letter to the press,
Chhetri heaped praiseon
hisjournaistsfriend, and
even apologised for a
brief press-conference.
"Over the last 19 years,

N againg

was also the first of
Pakistan's innings. 20
came off the 10th over
and Pakistan continued
the momentum as Babar
hit afour off Kenjigeand
followed it up with asix
off Harmeet Singh, and
the bowler was also
struck for afour and asix
by Shadab in the same
over.The fourth wicket
pair put onaquick-fire 72
run stand which was
broken when Shadab
swept a Kenjige delivery
to short fineleg. Theleft-
arm spinner trapped
Azam Khan in front off
the very next ball, with a
review failing to cometo

I've had the opportunity
to interact with so many
of you, on more than a
few occasions. There
were times when | had
to say a lot less than |
would haveliked to, and
others where I
responded to your
questions with long
monologues. Therewere
the answers laced with
frustration, the ones that
were - much to your
annoyance - non-
committal, and then the
press conferences that
ended in a hurry. But
through it al, 1'd like to
believe that 1 was
always honest with you.

aKIan

the batter's aid, to finish
with 3for 30 despitegoing
for 17 off his first two
overs. Babar put away a
short ball from Harmeet
for afour but Pakistan had
alot of work to do in the
death overs to put up a
goodtotal.

A six for Babar off
Jasdeep, followed by a
four for Iftikhar, set the
ball rolling for Pakistanin
the death overs but the
captain fell in the same
over, trapped leg-before.
Corey Anderson and Ali
Khan did well to keep it
tight, conceding only 6
and 7 respectively in the
17th and 18th overs.
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