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Odisha: BJP’s two-day state
executivemeeting beginsin Puri

Bhubaneswar(KCN)
A two-day meeting of
the state executive
committee of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) commenced in
Puri Friday, party
sources said.

BJP President and Union
Health Minister JP
Nadda along with other
senior party leaderstook
part in the meeting.
Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi,
Union Ministers Jual
Oram and Dharmendra
Pradhan, Deputy Chief
MinistersKV Singh Deo
and Pravati Parida,
party’s regional in-
charge Sunil Bansal,
Odisha in-charge
Vijaypal Singh Tomar
and Ministersin the state
government were
present in the meeting.
This is the first
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executive committee
meeting of the BJP after
it formed the government
in Odisha, ending the 25-
year rule of the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD)
government.

BJP sourcessaid that this
year is special as the
meeting is being
organised following the
formation of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’'s government at
the centre for the third
time and the BJP
government under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Mgjhi in Odisha
for thefirst time.

During hisaddressto the
party leaders, BJP
President Nadda said
that the party will work
for the people of Odisha
who helped theBJPform
the government at the
centre for a consecutive
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third term.

The BJP President also
thanked the people of
Odishaasthey voted the
party to power in the
state.

“The people of Odisha
have given you the
power and responsibility
to change Odisha's
image and fate. | fully
believe that the BJP
government under the
leadership of CM
Mohan Majhi and
through your actionswill
be able to transform the
image and fate of
Odisha,” the BJP
President told party
leaders.

Taking a dig at the
Congress, JPNaddasaid
the Union government
was riddled with total
policy paralysis,
corruption and
‘Parivarvad’ before
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2014.
He also mentioned the
imposition of an
Emergency by the
Congressgovernmentin
1975.

BJP President Nadda
alleged that 1.25 lakh
people were put in jail
during the Emergency.
The BJP President
termed Congress as the
‘Bhakshak’ (destroyer)
of the Constitution.
“The Congressparty has
no regard for the
Constitution. Ask
Naveen Babu, how the
Congressparty hadjailed
his father Biju Babu
during the Emergency,”
Nadda said.

He said that Congress
has no concern for tribal
communities but
pretendsto fight for their
rights.
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Nirmala(Wife)

Ashok Arun( Brothers), Alokesh(Son)

Amresh- sephalif Son& Daughier in law)

Grand son-Aryan
Lopamudra-Kanhu(Daughter- Son in law),

k!ﬁﬁﬂ{ﬁmnd daughter), Swain family, friends & Relaties

Fondly Remembered By

\/ ASHWINI KUMAR SWAIN

TINIGHARIA, NUABAZAR, CUTTACK

DATE OF BIRTH:21/02/1544
DATE OF DEPARTURE:10/07/2024

PRAY FOR THE SMOOTH TRANSITION OF THE NOBLE 5OUL
MAY HIi SOUL ATTAIN THE LOTUS FEET OF GOD....
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Odishaweather: IMD forecastsheavy rainsaslow
preﬁsurearealntensfleﬁmto depression

Bhubaneswar (K CN):

With a low-pressure
area in the Bay of
Bengal intensifyinginto
a depression, the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD)
Friday forecast heavy
rainfall across Odisha
over the next four days.
According to the IMD,
the depression was
centered at 8.30am over
Northwest and adjoining
Westcentral Bay of
Bengal, situated
approximately 70 km
southeast of Puri
(Odisha), 130 km east of
Gopalpur (Odisha), 130
km south-southeast of
Paradip (Odisha), and
240 km east-northeast of
Kaingapatnam (Andhra
Pradesh).

“It is likely to move
northwestwards and
cross the Odisha coast
near Puri asadepression
in the early morning
hours of Saturday (July
20). Thereafter, it would

move west-
northwestwards across
Odishaand Chhattisgarh
and weaken gradually

during the subsequent 24
hours,” the bulletin said.
TheIMD aso noted that
squally weather with
wind speedsreaching up
to 60 kmph is likely to
prevail over northwest
and adjoining west-
central Bay of Bengal
and along and off North
AndhraPradesh, Odisha

and West Bengal coasts
during the next 48 hrs.

As the sea condition
would remain rough, the
weather office advised
fishermen not to venture
into the northwest and
adjoining west-central
Bay of Bengal and along
and off Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha & West Bengal

Naveen Patnaik elected chairperson of

BJD’sparliamentary party

Bhubaneswar (KCN) :
The Biju Janata Dal
Parliamentary Party
meeting washeld today,
19th July, 2024 at 6 PM
in Naveen Niwas under
the Chairmanship of
Hon’bleBiju JanataDal
President Shri. Naveen
Patnaik. Hon'ble Party
President Shri. Naveen
Patnaik was
unanimously elected as
the Chairperson of the

Dal
Parliamentary party by
the BJD MPs. Hon'ble
Chairperson of BJD
Parliamentary Party

i3iju Janata

Shri. Naveen Patnaik
directed and advisedthe
BJD MPsto play therole
of astrong opposition as
they have been doing and
continue to aggressively
continue to counter the
BJPled Centre on issues
of Odishasinterestinthe

Parliament. He further
advised the MPs to take
up issues pertaining to
demand of Special
Category State for
Odisha, revision of cod
royalty, poor conditionsof
Odisha’s national
highways, demand for
rura housing, Kendriya
Vidyaayas and Ekalvya
Vidayalayas in each
block, AIIMS hospitasin
Sambal pur, Koraput and

Balasore (not satellite
units), setting up of IT
Parks, MSME Parks,
Textile Parks,
Semiconductor Park and
Industrial Corridor in
Odisha for providing
employment toyouth. He
aso advised them to take
up mattersrelatingtotriba
development, women's
empowerment, farmers
welfare, connectivity of
railway, banking, mobile&
digital connectivity. He
advisedtofight against the
declining funds transfers
from Centre to Odisha.
The BJD MPsexpressed
their strong commitment
to the people of Odisha
and be the voice of 4.5
crore people of Odisha
in the Parliament.

coasts during the next
two days.

Under its influence, the
IMD said the state is
likely to experience
heavy rainfall over the
next four days. Thereis
also a warning for
extremely heavy rainfall
in South Odishaon July
19 and very heavy
rainfall across the state
on July 20, an official at
the Revenue and
Disaster Management
Department said.

The [IMD further
cautioned about
temporary waterlogging
in low-lying areas and
underpasses, reduced
visibility during intense
rainfal gpells and potentid
traffi c oongesti oninurban

Bhubaneswar (K CN):
The Governor of

Acharya, Senior
Advocate of Orissa
High Court as the
Advocate General
(AG) for the State with
immediate effect on
Friday.

The Law Department

Jajpur(KCN): A
patient waskilled while
four others sustained
critical injuriesafter an
ambulance crashed
into a roadside tree in
Jajpur district on Friday.
As per reports, the

Odisha Raghubar Das =@
appointed Pitambar prys

Senior Advocate Pitambar Acharya
Appointed AsAdvocateGeneral Of Odisha

of the
Government informed
about the new AG’s
appointment by

Patient Killed, Four Critical AsAmbulance
CrashesIntoTreeln Jajpur

State

mishap occurred while
the ambulance carrying
the patient was
returning from Cuttack
after treatment in a
private hospital. Near
Barhampur area under
Binjharpur  police

releasing anatification.
Acharya has vast
experience as a High
Court Advocate.

He came to the
limelight in 2019 for
contesting against the
then CM of Odisha
Naveen Patnaik from
the Hinjili assembly
constituency as a BJP
candidate.

station, the vehicle
crashed into atree. As
a result, the patient
inside it was killed.
Also, three of the
patient’s relatives and
the ambulance driver
were critical.

Microsoft users worldvide e report widespread

Outagesaifecting banks, ar

Wellington(KCN): A
global technology outage
grounded flights,
knocked banks and
hospital systems offline
and mediaoutletsoff air
Friday in a massive
disruption that affected
companies and
services around the
world and highlighted
dependence on
software from a
handful of providers.

Cybersecurity firm
CrowdStrike said that
theissue believed to be
behind the outage was
not a security incident
or cyberattack — and
that a fix was on the

way. The company
said the problem
occurred when it
deployed a faulty
update to computers
running Microsoft
Windows.

Long lines formed at
airports in the US,
Europe and Asia as
airlines lost access to

check-in and booking
services at atime when
many travellers are
heading away on

summer vacations.
News outlets in
Australia — where
telecommunications
were severely affected
— were pushed off air
for hours.

Nes, br b oadcadters

Hospitals and doctor’s
offices had problems
with their appointment
systems, while banksin
South Africa and New
Zealand reported
outagesto their payment
system or websites and
apps.

At Hong Kong'sairport,
YvonnelLeg, 24, said she
only found out her flight
to Phuket in Thailand
was postponed to
Saturday when she
arrived at the airport,
saying the way it was
handled would “affect
the image of Hong
Kong’'s airport very
much.”




THE KALINGA CHRONICLE METRO CITY

s [y p1lc1r peaple s Daily of Odisho e

National Seminar on theoccasion of Death Centenary of Swabhabkabi
Gangadhar Meher maugurated at CUQO, Koraput

Koraput,(KCN):The
Central University of
Odisha and the
Gangadhar Meher
University, Sambal pur
jointly embarked upon
observing the death

centenary of
Swabhabkabi
Gangadhar Meher,

Odishasiconicliterary
personality. A threeday
national seminar (18-20
July 2024) was
organized on this
occasion which was
inaugurated today at the
campus of the Central
University of Odisha,
Koraput. Theevent was
coordinated by the

NEW PRI

Kolkata, (KCN):Shri
Lakheswar Saikia took
over the charge of
Principal Chief
Operations Manager of
Metro Railway, Kolkata
on July 17, 2024. Shri
Saikia, a 1993 batch of
Indian Railways Traffic
Service (IRTS) officer
replaced Shri Soumitra
Biswas who has been
transferred to Eastern

Railway.
Shri Saikiacomeswith a
sound technical

background and has
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Bhubaneswar,
(KCN):Indian Railways
humbly announces the
successful management
and transportation of over
15 lakh passengers to and
from Puri during the
auspicious Rath Yatra
period. With extensive
preparations and
innovative measures,
Indian Railways ensured a
smooth and comfortable
journey for the devotees
attending the festival.

Key Highlights of Rath
YatraArrangements:

1. Massive Passenger
Movement: Indian
Railwaysefficiently carried
15 lakh passengers,
ensuring they reached their
destinations safely and
comfortably during the
Rath Yatraperiod.

2. Pilgrim Sheds and Mela
Shed: To accommodate
15,000 pilgrims/devoteesat
a time, temporary and
permanent Mela sheds
wereerected at Puri Railway
Station, providing resting,
toilet, and bathing facilities.
3. Connectivity Across
Odisha: Special trainswere
operated connecting 25
districts of Odisha to and
from Puri, facilitating easy
access for devotees.

4. Al-based Dynamic
Scheduling: Specia trains
were operated using an Al -
based dynamic scheduling
system, allowing Indian
Railways to provide
additional trains to high-
demand  destinations
promptly.

5. Specia Trains: Over 315
special trainswere operated
for the convenience of
pilgrims, ensuring efficient
transportation during the
festival.

6. Neighboring State
Connectivity: Special trains
connected neighboring
states, including
Visakhapatnam and Palasa
in Andhra Pradesh,
Jagadalpur and Raipur in
Chhattisgarh, and Howrah/
Sealdahand MadaTownin
West Bengal, to Puri for the
Rath Yatra.

Measures Implemented
During the Car Festival:

Dep't of OdiaLanguage
& Literature, CUO
under the convenership
of Dr. Rudrani Mohanty,
Associate Professor &
HOD, DOLL. The
inaugural daisfeatured
Prof Chakradhar
Tripathi, Hon' bleVice-
Chancellor, CUO, Prof
N Nagaraju, Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor, GM
University, Sambalpur,
Padma shri Prof
Damayanti Besra, Prof
Pradip Kumar Panda,
Coordinator, Bhima
Bhoi Research Centre,
G M University and Dr.
Rudrani Mohanty,
Associate Professor &

NCIPAL CHIEF OPERATIONS
MANAGER,METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA

N

expertise in different
spheres of Railway
working. He has put on
29 years of service in
Indian Railways and

1. Crowd Management: The
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) personnel were
deployed to manage
crowds at Puri Railway
Station.

2. Control Room: A round-
the-clock control roomwas
established to address
passenger issues and
ensure smooth train
operations.

3. Announcements:
Effective announcements
were made at Puri and other
stations over the East Coast
Railway (ECoR).

4. Train Information
System/Enquiry Counters:
PA systems were installed
at Puri Railway Station, with
strategically  located
enquiry counters and large
videowallsdisplayingtrain
arrival and departure
information.

5. Smooth Ticket Disbursal:
Additional ticket booking
counters, ATVM counters,
and mobile ticket counters
wereprovided. TheUTSon
MobileAppand ECoR Yatra
App were launched for
information related to Rath
Yatrafecilities.

6. Safety and Security:
Extensive saf ety measures,
including CCTV
surveillance, deployment of
RPF, GRP, and sniffer dogs,
were implemented. Fire
service personnel and fire
extinguishers were
strategically placed for
emergencies.

7. Medical Facilities:
Medical assistance booths,
staffed with doctors,
nurses, and paramedical
staff, along with ambulance
services, were operational
round the clock at Puri
Railway Station.

8. Power and Water Supply:
Uninterrupted  power
supply and frequent water
supply were ensured during
the festival, with water
tankers  ready  for
emergencies.

9. Cleanliness: Special
attention was given to
cleanliness and hygiene at
public utility areas during
the Rath Yatra period.

10. Catering and
Hospitality: In addition to
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HOD, DOLL. The
programme started with
theauspiciouslighting of
the lamp by the
dignitaries. Dr Mohanty
started the proceedings

worked at variouslevels
of Zonal Railways.

Prior to taking over the
charge of Metro
Railway, Shri Saikiawas
the Chief Traffic
Planning  Manager
(CTPM) as well as
Chief Freight
Transportation Manager
(CFTM) of Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR).
He has also worked as
Chief ~ Commercial
Manager/Freight aswell
as Passenger Marketing
in NFR and Director,

the food plaza at Puri
Railway Station,
arrangementswere madefor
selling tea, snacks, water
bottles, and Janata meals.
Additional food stallswere
functioning at major en-
route stations.

11. Toilets and Bathrooms:
Adequate toilet and
bathroom facilities were
provided at both the
permanent and temporary
Mela sheds.

12. Passenger Help Desks:
Help desks were set up to
guide passengers,
providing information
about train schedules,
passenger conveniences,
and Rath Yatra rituals and
timings.

13. lllumination: Adequate
arrangementswere madefor
ensuring uninterrupted
power supply at Puri
Railway Station for the
continuous functioning of
lights, fans, and other
passenger amenities.
Indian Railways is
delighted to share the
overwhelmingly positive
feedback received from
passengers who traveled
to Puri during the
auspicious Rath Yatra
festival. The extensive
arrangements and
facilities provided by
Indian Railways have been
highly appreciated by
devotees from various
parts of the country.

"l was astonished to
witness the Car Festival.
The crowd management,
facilities provided at Puri
Station, and the
maintenance of
cleanliness and hygiene
were keenly taken care of
by the Railway
administration”, told a
passenger from Gujarat,
Shri Sailendra Ratnakar
Kule.

"We have been here for
three days. The facilities
provided in the station
areas by Railways are
praiseworthy. We rested
in the Mela Shed and
faced no difficulties with
bathing and toilets. Free
food was also arranged by
the Railway
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alluring power of
literature to unify the
society into acommon
thread and lead to
creation of aprosperous

by delivering the
welcome address.

Prof Tripathi, in his
inaugural deliberation,
emphasized on the

Union Ministry of
Women and Child
Development. He has
also rendered yeoman
service as General
Manager of Food
Corporation of India,
Assam Regionaswell as
Chief Regional Manager,
IRCTC Ltd. Guwahati.

New PCOM of Metro
Railway has undergone
traininginvariousforeign
institutions like AIT/

Bangkok, INSEAD/
Singapore and ICLIF/
Maaysia.

administration.  The
provision of mobile
charging, availability of
fans, and other facilities
ensured we faced no
difficulties. We will come
every year to witness the
Rath Yatra and will never
forget the provisions of
Railways', said a couple
from Balangir.

"We have come from
Rajasthan to witness Rath
Yatra. We were concerned
about shelter before
reaching Puri, but the
shelter provided by
Railways eased our
worries. The arrangement
was beautifully done,
including security
facilities", informed alady

passenger from Rajasthan, ;i
taking shelter at Mela -
Shed.

"Thefacilities provided by
Railways are
praiseworthy. Starting
from charging points to
many other arrangements
under one roof,
everything was well-
managed. Additional
booking counters, fans,
cleanliness, toilets,
security arrangements,
information systems,
display walls, drinking
water, and medical facilities
were all available. The
Railway administration has
made a great effort for
passengers convenience",
said a passenger from
Cuttack.

The positive feedback from
the devotees/pilgrims
underscore the dedication
and meticulous planning
by Indian Railways to
ensure a comfortable and
safe experience for all
devotees attending the
Rath Yatra

Indian Railways remains
committed to providing
seamless and comfortable
travel experiences for all
passengers, ensuring the
success of significant
events like the Rath Yatra.
The extensive measures
implemented highlight the
dedication and efficiency of
Indian Railways in
managing large-scale
pilgrim movements.

nation. Helauded thelife
& work of Shri
Gangadhar Meher and
reminded usthat the poet
was a leader to revive
our endaved nation and
also played an
instrumental role in
revival of an united
Utkal. Prof Tripathi also
stressed that Meher’'s
literary works and
dedication are notable
today to remove
regionalismand buildup
asdf-rediant Odisha

Prof N Nagargju, Chief
Guest, in his speech
pomted out that the
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transgressed Odisha's
boundary and touched
our nationandtheworld.
Itisvita toorganizesuch
joint efforts, he stressed.
The keynote speech
was delivered by Prof
Besra, a recipient of
Central Sahitya
Academy Award in
Santhali Language &
Literature. Shesaid that
Meher’swork reflected
pure & pristine values
and our development
and future depends on
its discussion and
research.
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Meher: Alochana
Sangraha wasreleased
. Theinaugural session
was conducted by Dr
Alok Baral, Sr.
Assistant Professor,
DOLL. The vote of
thanks was proposed
by Dr. Laxmipriya
Behera, HOD, Odia
Dep't, GM University.
The seminar will
continue on 19 July
2024 in CUO and
conclude on 20 July
2024 a GM University,
CUO. Faculty, Research
Scholars and students
were present on the
0Ccasi on.
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"Retirement is not the
end of the road; it is the
beginning of the open
highways." This
sentiment marked the
start of anew journey for
Saina Nehwal, the
Olympicbronzemedaigt,
during her appearance at
Rashtrapati Bhavan as
part of the "My Story"
lecture series featuring
PadmaAwardees. Inthis
series, awardees share

their struggles and
successes.
President Droupadi

Murmu's dedication to
sports was prominently
displayed when she
played badminton with
Saina Nehwal at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan
Badminton Court
following the lecture.
This act highlighted the
President's genuine
passion for sports and
games.

A post on the official
account of the President
of Indiaon X stated, "The
President'sinspiring step
aligns with India's
emergence as a
badminton powerhouse,
with women players
making a significant
impact on the world
stage."

Theofficial account on X
also released a video of
President Droupadi
Murmu playing
badminton with Saina
Nehwal at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan
badminton court.

Aspart of the"Her Story
— My Story" lecture
series featuring women
Padma Awardees, Saina
Nehwal, the first Indian
woman to be ranked
world no. 1inbadminton,
shared her remarkable
journey. Nehwal haswon
24 international titles,
including ten Super Series
titles. Although she
reached the world's 2nd
ranking in 2009, it was
only in 2015 that she
attained the world no. 1
ranking, becoming the
only female player from

India and the second
Indian player, after
Prakash Padukone, to
achieve thisfeat. She has
represented India three
times in the Olympics,
winning abronzemedal in
her second appearance at
London 2012. In addition
to her Olympic bronze,
Nehwal haswon abronze
and a silver at the World
Championships and
multiplegold medalsat the
Commonwealth Games,
including twoinwomen's
singles.

Following her brief match
with President Murmu,
Nehwal addressed the
media, reflecting on her
distinguished career asan
iconic badminton player in
acountry where girls are
often discouraged from
playing sports. The
trailblazing Indian shuttler
remarked that she might
have excelled even more
as a sportsperson if she
had chosen to play tennis
instead of badminton.
During her "Her Story—
My Story" talk at
Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Saina Nehwal spoke
extensively about her
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Saina Mehwal playing badminton with President Draupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati

Bhawan badminton courts.

Vs

.
Saina Mehwal addressing a press conference at Rashirapati Bhawan

badminton career and
encouraged the young
audience to consider
pursuing a career in
sports.

"Sometimes | feel that it
would have been good if
my parents had put mein
tennis," Sainaremarked.
"There is more money,

and | had more strength,
| think. | could havedone
better in tennis than
badminton," she added.

While Sainahasinspired

Sthan badminton: Saina

Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi

many to take up
badminton, the 34-year-
old herself lacked role
models when she started
playing at the age of
eight. "When | started, |
didn't have any role
modelstolook up to. No
onetolook up to and say,
‘I want to be world
number one or be an
Olympic medalist.' |
hadn't seen anyone do
that in badminton before
me," Sainaexplained.

"| alwaystell childrento
concentrate on sports.
Chinawins60-70 medals,
while we only get 3-4.
There are so many
doctors and engineers,
but their names don't
appear in newspapers,”
she said.

Reflecting on her career,
SainaNehwal stated that
her hard work
compensated for any
lack of natural talent. "l
loved hard work; | was
not the most talented
person and needed to
precticealot. If atalented
player did something 100
times, | hadtodoit 1000
times. But | liked hard
work. My coaches

Nehwal

appreciated my never-
give-up attitude," she
said.
Nehwal has an
impressive resume as a
badminton player. She
became the first Indian
woman shuttler to be
ranked No. 1intheworld
and went on to become
the second woman
athlete from the country
to win an Olympic
medal. Weightlifter
Karnam Malleswari was
thefirst Indian womanto
win an Olympic medal,
securing a bronze at
Sydney 2000.
In closing, words of
wisdom on Saina’s
retirement: "Your life's
golden phase is about to
start. May God blessyou
tofulfill all your personal
aspirations through your
retirement! Live your
dreams as much as you
can." Happy Retirement!
TV & Radio Cricket
Commentator
C/O Manish
Chaturvedi
50 Dubois Street,
Samford,
CT -06905
USA

|sAlternative of NEET UG possib

examination reform
should be to ensure
that people from
disadvantaged

sections are
adequately
represented in the
medical field and
they can contributeto
making healthcare
accessible to their
communities

Since its inception
about adecadeago, the
National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test
(NEET) has been a
politically contentious
issue in Tamil Nadu.
The recent turn of
events has made it a
nationa issue. NEET
was originally
conceptualised to
ensure merit-based
selection to medical

schools and
standardise the
medical entrance

process. [twasseenas
a solution to the
problem of high
capitation fees being
charged by private
medical institutions.
Has the examination
achieved its intended
goal? Has NEET
curbed the
commerciaisation of
medical education?

This year, more than
24 |akh candidates sat
for the NEET after

paying applicationfees
ranging between Rs
1,000toRs1,700. The
application charges
adonegivearevenueof
about Rs 337 croreto
the testing agency.
Moreover an
individual candidate
spends afew lakhs at
coaching centres to
preparefor the test.

The initia digibility
for qualification, 50
percentile, wasdiluted
to 30 percentile in
2020 and further to
zero percentile in
2023. Thereasoncited
was that severa seats
are vacant in private
medical colleges.
However, after the
60,000 seats in
government medical
colleges arefilled up,
people’s  paying
capacity plays a big
role in filling up the
remaining 50,000
seats in private
colleges. This makes
the MBBS dream
virtually unattainable
for students of the
economically weak
Strata, despite scoring
high marksin NEET.
Nearly half of the
MBBSsestsbecomea
virtual preserveof the
wealthy, making a

mockery of the
objectiveof rewarding
merit.

NEET is one of the
severa alterations in
the country’s medica
education ecosystem
inthepast decade. The
other changesinclude
the dissolution of the
Medical Council of
India, after theagency
faced corruption
charges, areductionin

Vijay GarG
thefaculty sudentratio  from the
from 1:1 to 1:3 and Anandakrishnan

public private
partnership model
(PPP) for developing
medical colleges in
each district with the
entire district hospita
been handed over to a
private player. The
medical sector hasaso
seenreforms, including
the Ayushman Bharat
insurance scheme that
allows people below
the poverty line to
accesstertiary careand
renaming the primary
health centres as
Ayushman Arogya
Mandir with private
partnership. Medical
education, and
healthcare in generd,
which was a service
sector in the hands of
the government, has
gradually changedtoa
commodity with the

Increased participation
of privateplayers.

This low entry
requirement  can
undermine the
Importance of
excelling in high
school. This, in turn,
lowers the standard of

school education. The
state government and
their education
ministries do not have
any say inthesdlection
process of future
doctors in their states.
Findly, incidents such
as paper leaks and
allocation of grace
marks, without formal
goprova of acompetent
committee, have
eroded trust in NEET
andtheNationd Testing
Agency (NTA).

Following
recommendations

Committee, the state
abolished entrance
examsand conducted
admissions to
medical and
engineering colleges
solely onthe basis of
higher secondary
marks. Thismethodis
still followed in
admissions to
engineeringinditutes
inthedate. Evenafter
the introduction of
NEET, the
government ensured
social equality and
inclusivity, to an
extent, by providing
reservation to
government school
students as per the
recommendations of
PKdayaasanandAK
Rajan committees.

Tamil Nadu’'s
experiencesover five
decades demonstrate
that factors such as
infrastructure, faculty
numbers and the
extent of patient care
services determine
the quality of young
doctors. These
factors play a far
more decisive role
compared to entrance
examinations. The
exam-based selection
criteriais merely a
gate-pass. Moreover,
as American
educationistsWilliam
Sedlacek and Sue H
Kimnote, “If different
people havedifferent
cultural and racial
experiences and
present their abilities
differently, it is
unlikely that asingle
measure could be
devel oped that would

work equally well for
all”. Testing the
faculties of students
who come from
different backgrounds
in a country with
myriad diversities is
not a justifiable
method.

NEET needs to be
reevaluated. Public
hedthisastate subject
and educationispart of
theconcurrent list. All
statesneed to betaken
into  confidence,
before framing the
admissionsprocesses,
especially in
institutions controlled
by the state
government. The
debate on NEET
touches on broader
issues such as
educationd equity and
federdiam. Thedebate
on the examination is
not just an academic
issue but a deeply
political one.

If NEET isriddledwith
problems, what arethe
dterndives?Instead of
a single cross-
sectional assessment,
a summative
assessment over two
to three years of
performancein school
educationalongwitha
genera aptitude test
might improve the
selection process. This
along with existing
caste-based
reservation and quotas
for government school
studentswill makethe
entrance processmore
inclusive. Keepingthe
number of repeatersto
afixed percentageand
alocating 15 per cent
seats for candidates

from the rest of the
country would beafair
system in a state.
Allocation of a small
percentage of seatsto
dlied hedlth sciences
candidates— nursing,
for instance — will
create a latera entry
system, similar to
engineering and
polytechnic courses.
Objective type
questionscan beadded
in the high school
board examinations,
thescoresof whichcan
be used to decide the
best candidatein case
of a tie between
candidates.
Theprimary objective
of refiningthemedical
entrance processis to
ensure that students
with high average
marksgain admission
not only to
government-run
medical colleges but
asothat theadmission
criteria of private
institutions  are
safeguarded to admit
only those with
significantly higher
scores, while
simultaneously
providing adequate
support to students
from marginalised
communities. The
goal should be to
ensure that people
from disadvantaged
sections are
adequately
represented in the
medical field and
they can contributeto
making healthcare
accessible to their
communities.
Retired Principal
Educational
columnist
malout,Punjab

L etter to Editor

Sir,

dengue in Karnataka.
Dr.Vijaykumar H K
Raichur

Sir

management system.

M PRADYU
KANNUR

Contain Dengue Outbreak

The Karnataka state government must declare a
medical emergency in response to a severe
dengue outbreak that has claimed numerouslives
within just one week. Immediate action is
imperative, including the establishment of atask
force led by experts to address escalating cases
acrossdistricts. Comprehensive mosguito control
strategies and awareness campaigns, particularly
targeting schoolsand colleges, are urgently needed
to curb the spread of the diseases.The sluggish
response from the health department hasworsened
thecrisis, with | CU bedsin hospitals overwhelmed
by severe cases. A transparent data collection
systemisessential, along with urging residentsto
collaborate with health workers to eliminate
mosquito breeding sites and prevent stagnant
water.Overall, thereisapressing need for decisive
government action to effectively contain the
outbreak and address the challenges posed by

After an extensive 46-hour search the body of the
missing sanitation worker, who entered a sewage
canal to clean wastein Kerala's Trivandrum central
station premises hasbeen found putting an endto
a search that included fire and rescue, disaster
management, the navy and thelocal authoritiesbut
posing a list of serious questions on our waste

The sanitation worker who entered asewage canal
to clean waste got swept away in a sudden water
current. Though alarge-scalerescuewasinitiated
immediately the search teams including scuba
divers faced extreme challengesin the canal and
drainage tunnel due to humongous amounts of
waste accumulated, congesting the canal.

The rescue mission had to deploy
cameras attached to the tunnel as it became
practically life-threatening for humans to enter
inside because of darkness and waste congestion.
The Amayizhanchan canal, which is the main
drainage of the city hasturned into asewage dump
mainly becauseof the negligence of theauthorities
and the public . Are not the corporation and the
railwaysresponsiblefor such apathetic plight. If
timely work and periodic cleaning driveshad been
done accumulation of tons of waste would not
havebeen there. Arenot the publictooresponsible
forsucha plight ? Solid waste matter and garbage
are simply thrown into sewages unaware that this
causes complete choking of sewage network
resulting in waste accumul ation, flooding of roads
and localities and sanitation snarls during heavy
downpours. Isit not high time we use machine
technology for sanitation work rather than humans?
Thistragicincident isan eye opener and alesson
to learn for all our townsand cities.

robots with
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“Theworldisagreat
gymnasumwherewe
can make ourselves
strong.” This
distinctive
declaration of Swami
Vivekanandacameas
he confronted the
complexity of lifein
its entirety. We
frequently become
desperate and
unwilling to take
risks in our life. But
success stories of
individualswho made
an incomparable
impact in thelives of
people, often declare
that there had been
resounding
preparations to cut
their waysthrough the
intricacies of the
world around them.
Vivekananda's life
itself wasan example
for this. He had
suffered  severe

adversitiesasayoung
man. His
transformation into a
spiritual personality
under the guidance of
his master had given
him painful
testimonies. His
family  suffered
multiple problems
andVivekananda, with
the desire to become
a monk had, from
time to time
affectionately stood
by his mother and
others in his family.
The principle that he
frequently made
peoplelearnfrom his
lifewas, whatever the
difficulty, the inner
strength and purity of
a person would help
himtakelessonsfrom
theadversitiesthat the
world offershim.

Thecomplexity of the
world's multiplicity
poses mounting
challenges and our
approach to such
situationswould help
us strengthen our
mind and body. We
often have two
options to choose

from, either to stay
away from the
challenges the world
offers or to face
them. Every moment
isafresh lesson, and
every lesson bringsa
fresh learning.
Success or failure,
the learning that
comes with it carries
its essential power to
transform us.
Vivekananda’'s
approach of counting
the world as a
gymnasiumwherewe
build our musclesand
mind irrespective of
the adverse outcomes
it sometimestakesus
through, supplies
tremendous energy
and succor to createa
creative momentum.

Thus, we fail to
surrender to
defeating tendencies.
Even the toughest
moment in our life
becomesan easy pass
as the learning we
receive from its
toughness holds the
capacity to strengthen
our individual
faculties. If theworld

is a gymnasium, it
would indubitably
generate
tremendous energy.
It becomes a space
where dullness is a
crime, a space that
reminds us about
our real potential,
the spacethat allows
us to gain
confidence,
composure,
consistency and
precision; wherewe
realize how
important it is to
break the boundaries
of our personal
infirmities. That is
what the world
offers. Its
multiplicity is a
resource in
abundance that we
can play our muscles
andmindwith. Every
moment helps us
advance alittle and

slowly and
gradually, the effect
of our being
engaged in the

gymnasium proves
the power of what
we are, and the
essential aspect of

our real nature comes
into play.

As we begin to
understand the world
with thiscommitment
for self-improvement;
the chaos, the
irregularities and the
discomforts that we
see around, do not
diminish our purpose.
We understand the
fact that we are truly
designed to navigate
theship of lifethrough
the calamitous waters
of the world, an
analogy that would
otherwise help us
stick to the purpose,
the goal that we are
supposed to gather our
activities in the
gymnasium for. So,
what Swami
Vivekanandamakesus
firmly believe is that
in the world, the
gymnasium has only
onethingto offer, that
Is strength. With his
spiritual radiance and
intellectual
exuberance
Vivekananda
expounded for us a
new outlook that we
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DEVELOPEAGERNESSTO LIVE FOR A GREATER CAUSE

M.R.LALU

haveno choicebut to
imbibe without a
second thought. In
fact, his resounding
admirationfor lifein
this world takes us
beyond mere skin-
deep indulgences.
An ideal makeover
that hecallsfor does
bring about a great
deal of realization.
That life, in its
spiritual and
indispensable
worldly impetus, is
completely based on
the aspect of love
which according to
him is part of our
inner core.

Essentially, what is
admirable in his
dealing with this
philosophy of lifeon
the planet earth is a
basic outlook. He
says that the world
cannot be aloveless
institution. The
supreme reality that
putsthe spark of love
inevery being cannot
be loveless.
Therefore, heaspires
to call divinity that
religions, especially

the Indic ones,
propose their people
to explore as the
fundamental aspect
of life's existence;
without realizing
which, he says, the
chaos that we are
shaken up onadaily
basis will not end.
Independence, self-
reliance, purity,
kindheartednessand
much more, he says,
would become
achievable
milestones of life, if
these basic
principles of
goodnessthat existin
creation are
recognized and
explored, realizing
their value.
Elucidating it further,
Vivekanandasaysthat
in the process of
earning the
resources himself to
thebest of hisability,
what he admired to
executewas hisown
plans and he
continued saying that
itwaseasy for himto
die attempting it.
“When death is
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certain, it is best to
sacrificeoneself for a
good cause’, he
concludes. In
principle, life on the
planet Earth,
especially that in
India, hesays, isfora
cause. What
Vivekananda left
unspoken was his
prophetic life for his
country. To give back
Indiaitsindividuality,
the glory that he
specified was
trampled and crushed
under the nasty feet of
men for centuries.
This can be the
principle that we can
develop an eagerness
for; abetter reason to
live for a greater
cause.

(Freelance
Journalist)
Meppurathu House
PuthusserimalaP.O
Ranni
Pathanamthitta
Digtrict
KeralaSate
Ph:8414918976
Email:
mrlalu30@gmail.com

Adulteration in mustard oil

- Advertising plays a big role in the mustard oil market. Many companies claim to make oil by pure method, while this claim turns
out to be false in most of the cases. The claim of pure oil from Kachi Ghani is also made, which is also doubtful.
Amit Baijnath Garg

These days, cases of
adulterationinedible

oils, especially
mustard oil, are
coming to the fore.
Such news is being
heard every day. Due
to adulterated oil,
people fall ill and
even die. Diseases
caused by
adulteration in
mustard oil arecalled
dropsy. Thefirst case
of dropsy was
reported in West
Bengal in 1877.
However, thisdisease
was prevalent in
North India, where
mustard oil is
consumed
prominently. South
Indian states did not
report any cases of
dropsy, which
consume peanut or
coconut oil onalarge
scale. In some parts
of the country,
adulteration of
mustard oil was also
reported in 1998.
This epidemic
affected the sale of
mustard oil to agreat
extent. Inthelast two

decades, many other
oils, especially
refined oils, have
filled this gap of
mustard oil and
gained tremendous
advantage in the
market.

Mustard oil is
adulterated with
argemone oil and
other low-quality
oils, which
deteriorates its
purity, nutritional
value and quality.
Argemone oil was
identified as the
primary adulterant, as
its concentration in
some commercial oil
samples and loose
samples was about
eight times higher
than that of crudeail.
Cadtor oil wasfoundto
be the second most
common adulterant in
mustard oil. Experts
say that now 80 percent
of mustard oil isbeing
made by mixing rice
bran. Paddy cultivation
is more in Punjab, so
tankersof ricebranare
brought fromthereat a
cheap price. Mustard
oil is thick, so to
thicken rice bran,
essenceisaddedtoitto
bring out thecolour and
aroma of mustard ail.
They cannot be
identified without
|aboratory testing. The

colour and essence
addedtoit causescancer
inpeople.

Youwill besurprised
toknow that mugtard ail
is banned in many
countries including
America. According to
the US Food and Drug
Administration,
mustard oil contains a
high amount of erucic
acid. Itisatypeof faity
acid and is harmful to
health. It is not
metabolized properly
anddsodamageshran
cdls Erucicacidisdso
associated with many
mental disorders such
asmemory loss. Itdso
increases the
accumulation of fat in
thebody. Kesgpingthese
objectivesin mind, the
US, Canadaand Europe
have banned the
consumption of
mustard oil. Actudly,
erucic acid isatype of
monounsaturated
omega-9 fatty acid,
commonly foundinails
like mustard oil,
rapeseed oil and
wallflower seed oil.
According to studies,
excessveconsumption
of erucic acid can lead
tomany potentid hedth
Sde effects.

Highlevesof erucic
acid havebeenlinkedto
the development of
myocardial lipidosis.

Thisisacondition in
whichfa accumulates
in the heart muscle
cells, which can
impair heart function.
Excessive intake of
this acid can lead to
liver enlargement and
fatty liver disease.
Animal studies have
linked high levels of
erucic acid to growth
retardation  and
reduced weight gain,
raising concerns
about its effects on
growth and
development in
humans. High leves
of erucic acid may
adversely  affect
reproductivehedthin
animals. However,
more research is
needed to fully
understand these
effects in humans.
Excessive intake of
this acid may cause
gastrointestinal
problems, including
diarrhoea, abdomind
cramps, and nausea.
Although not yet
conclusively proven,
there are also some
concerns about the
potentia carcinogenic
effects of consuming
highlevesof thisacid
over along period of
time.

Experts say that
earlier, paddy husk ail
wasmixedinmustard

oil in abundance, but
now pam ail is being
mixed init. PAmail is
cheaper and
shopkeepersearn more
profit. Rice bran ail is
aso used to make fake
mustard oil. These ails
are adulterated with
colour, fragrance and
chili extract, synthetic
allyl isothiocyanate,
onion juice and fatty
acids. Adulteration
increasesfurther dueto
increased demand
during the festival and
wedding season. During
this time, refined and
mustard ail isin highest
demand. Due to
inflation, the roots of
adulterationin mustard
oil arestrongly soreadin
the country. Fake
mustard oil isasobeing
sold in the market.
Mustard oil ismade by
mixing palm oil, rice
branand soyaail. After
this, it isbeing sold a
thirty-forty rupees less
thanthered mugtardail.
The specidty of these
oils available at chegp
pricesisthat they donot
haveany kind of smell.

Thereisarisk of liver
related diseases from
oil containingchemicas
and glycerine. The
harmful ~ elements
adehyde, polymer etc.
found in adulterated ail
are very harmful.

Polymer is such an
element, which after
being fried, can
develop cancer cdls
by combining with
carbohydrates. Fatty
acid accumulates in
the arteries of the
heart, whichincreases
therisk of heart atack.
A patient suffering
from dropsy has
swdlinginthebody as
well as the risk of
water accumulationin
thelungs, whilelong-
term use of oil
containing chemicals
also affects the
respiratory system.
Tri-ortho-cresyl
phosphate is an
adulterated element,
which is similar in
colour to edibleall. It
isnot easily caught on
seaing. Itissolublein
ol anditstasteisaso
not much different
from edible oil.
Consumption  of
adulterated oil can
increase the risk of
fata diseaseslike BP,
heart attack, cancer. I
youwant to stay away
fromthesediseases, it
Is important to check
the purity of the oil

beforebuyingit.
You can do its
freezing test to

Identify adulterationin
mustard ail. For this,
takeout somemustard

oil in abowl. Keep it
inthefridgefor afew
hours. After a while,
take it out and see. If
the oil appears frozen
or whitestainsappear,
then the oil is
adulterated. Thepurity
of real mustard oil can
also be detected
through a barometer.
The reading of the
barometer is 58 to
60.5, but if thereading
of mustard oil ismore
than the set standard,
then the oil is
adulterated. Changing
the colour of the oil
means it has been
adulterated. Argemone
oil is aso mixed in
mustard oil. A
poisonous polycyclic
dtisfoundinthistype
of ail, which iscaled
Sanguinarine Tocheck
mustard oil, take a
little drop on your
pamandrubitwell. If
any colour comes out
of the ol or thereisa
smell of any chemicd,
thentheail isnot pure.

Advertisng playsa
bigroleinthemustard
oil market. Many
companies claim to
make oil by pure
method, wheress this
clam turns out to be
fase in most of the
cases. There are a0
claims being made
about the purity of

Kachi Ghani (manual
extraction technique)
oil, which too is
doubtful. Avoid falling
prey to any company's
dams Avoidbuyingall
of any brand in large
quantities. First take a
littleand check itstaste
and qudity. Only after
that buy in large
quantities. Adulterated
oilscanbeavoided only
by being cautious
before buying ail. It
causes serious damage
to the hedth of your
family, so it is
important to be
cautious. Don't fall
into the trap of cheap
things, because later
youwill haveto pay a
huge pricefor it. Itis
important to protect
yourself and your
family from the harm
caused by adulteration
of ail.
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The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu presented Distinguished Service Awards at the Defence Investiture Ceremony-2024 (Phase-11) held at Rashtrapati Bhavan today

The3rd edition of "Wor

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY): The3rd edition of
"World Food Indid' , a
premier global food and
food processing industry
show will be held from
19th to 22nd September
2024 at Bharat
Mandapamin New Delhi.
Ministry of Food
Processing Industries, (
MOFPI ) Government of
India in collaborationwith
Indian Chamber of
Commerce ( ICC )
organised industry
stakeholders meet in
Kolkataon 18 July 2024 .
World Food India is
organised by MOFPI in
collaboration and in
partnership with Invest
India and Federation of
Indian Chamber of
Commerce and
Industry(FICCI) .

Mr. Preet Pal Singh, IAS,
Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Food Processing
Industries, Government of

India; Mr. Arvind
Kumar, Deputy
Secretary, Ministry of
Food Processing
Industries, Government
of India; Mr. Sandipan
Sensarma, Senior AVP,
Invest India; Mr.
Prashant Jalan, Member,
ICC Executive
Committee & MD,
Bengal Nestor’s
IndustriesLtd.; and Shri.
Siddharth Dutta,
Consultant, FICCI,
attended Industry
stakeholders meet in
Kolkata.

Shri Siddharth Dutta of
FICCI is overseeing
implementation of 3rd
World Food India in
New Delhi.

World Food India will
provide opportunity to
showcase , connect and
collaborate amongst
variousGloba , Nationa
, Regional ,Local
stakeholdersinfood and

food
industries.
World Food India will
have Policy Round
Tables, B2B / B2G/G2G
Meetings , Exhibitions ,
Global Food Regulators
Summit , Thematic
Sessions , Great Indian
Food Street and more.
Heat Stress and climate
change kills the job and
reduce the longevity of
workers

Heat stress and climate
change has a serious
impact onemployment

processing

=

and Health and Safety of
the workers. National
Govt could be more
serious to achieve the
unsustainable
development goal in
area of poverty
eradication heat stress,
decent work and climate
change and all trade
union must be unitedly
and increase the heat on
the street to press upon
the Govt to address the
issue of heat and climate
change said
AmbedkarYuson,

Heat Sress and climate change kills the
job and reducethe longevity of Workers

BHUBANESWAR,(KCN):
Heat stress and climate
change has a serious
impact onemployment and
Health and Safety of the
workers. National Govt
could be more serious to
achievetheunsustainable
development goal in area
of poverty eradication
heat stress, decent work
and climatechangeand all
trade union must be
unitedly and increase the
heat on the street to press
upon the Govt to address
the issue of heat and
climate change said
AmbedkarYuson, Genera
Secretary, BWI while
addressing 100 National
Trade Union leaders of
India of 45 trade unions
gather at ITC Welcome
Hotel. Indiagot only 46.03
Billion US Dollar in 2023
and44.42 BillionUSdollar
as Direct Forest
investment  whereas
migrant labour remittance
is111 Billion Dollar (US)

in 2022 and 120 Billion
US Doallar in 2023 and
120BillionUSDoallarin
2024 which highestinthe

World. Hence
Government should take
all possible steps to
protect movement labour
said Dr. R.C. Khuntia.
He said BWI hasfiled a
complaintinlLO against
South Arabia for
harassment of
construction workers in
South Asia which are
mostly Indian Workers.
Dr. R.C
Khuntia, National vice
President INTUC and
Member of BWI World
Board, Vice Chairman of
Asia Pacific while
presiding over the
meeting said Govt of
India immediately sign
UNO Globa Compact of
Migration and amend
interstate Migration
Workers in 1979 to
protect theinterstateand
International Migrant

workers. The meeting

unanimously passed
resolution demanding the
immediate review of
Construction Workers
Welfare Board by Central
Govt in presence of Sate
Govt representative,
ChairmanWelfare Board,
employersand employees
represented. Thismeeting
alsodemandfor coverage
of al congtruction and f
forest workers by EPF
andESl raisingthiscelling
of ESI Provident Fund 20
to 30 thousands and
Special social Security
scheme for all forest
workers. The committee
also expressed strong
objection for the
implementation of ILO 4
labour codes without
consulting workers. Un
behalf of BWI Sri
AplolinarTelontino BWI
Representative of BWI,
Education OfficersToss,
Education  Director
Marloen, sub- Regional

representative  Dr.
Rajeev Sharma,
Regional Education
Officer Prerana Prasad,
Gagupta, MillonSexena,
INTUC, Odisha Branch
General Secretary —
Kishore Jena, Vice
President — Madan
Mohan Dhal, Prasant
Kumar Mohapatra, Joint
Gen. Secretary -
Satyabrata Nayak,
INTUC Women
Chairperson- Pranati
Mishra, Palun Kumar,
BipulPandia,
AmzadHussen,
MonaliSaha, PanilSilve,
BhubaneswariNanjapan,
LaxmiNayak and Mukesh
Gdvan, ChandraPrakash
Singh, Gopineth, Nalamuti
participated in in this
meeting discussion and
resolution. Itwasresolved
to submission conference
memorandum to the
Centrd Government at the
timeof parliament session.

. VLT I,

General Secretary, BWI
while addressing 100
National Trade Union
leaders of India of 45
trade unions gather at
ITCWecomeHotd. India
got only 46.03 BillionUS
Dollar in 2023 and 44.42
Billion USdollar asDirect
Forest investment
whereas migrant |abour
remittance is 111 Billion
Dallar (US) in 2022 and
120 Billion US Dallar in
2023 and 120 Billion US
Dollar in 2024 which
highest in the World.

Hence Government
should take all possible
steps to protect

movement labour said Dr.
R.C. Khuntia. He said
BWI has filed a
complaintinILO against
South Arabia for
harassment of
construction workers in
South Asia which are
mostly Indian Workers.
Dr. R.C
Khuntia, National vice
President INTUC and
Member of BWI World
Board, Vice Chairman of
Asia Pacific while
presiding over the
meeting said Govt of
India immediately sign
UNO Global Compact of
Migration and amend
interstate Migration
Workers in 1979 to
protect theinterstate and
International Migrant
workers. The meeting
unanimously passed
resolution demanding the

immediate review of
Construction Workers
Welfare Board by
Central Govt in presence
of Sate Govt
representative, Chairman

Welfare Board,
employersand employees
represented. This

meeting also demand for
coverage  of all
construction and f forest
workers by EPF and ESI
raising thiscelling of ESI
Provident Fund 20 to 30
thousands and Special
socid Security schemefor
all forest workers. The
committee al o expressed
strong objection for the
implementation of ILO 4
labour codes without
consulting workers. Un
behalf of BWI Sri
AplolinarTelontino BWI
Representative of BWI,
Education Officers Toss,
Education  Director
Marloen, sub- Regional
representative Dr. Rgjeev

dFood India” tobeheld in New Delhi in Sep'24

Sharma, Regional
Education Officer
PreranaPrasad, Gagupta,
MillonSexena, INTUC,
Odisha Branch Generd
Secretary —Kishore Jena,
Vice Presdent — Madan
Mohan Dhal, Prasant
Kumar Mohapatra, Joint

Gen. Secretary —
Satyabrata  Nayak,
INTUC Women

Chairperson- Pranati
Mishra, Palun Kumar,
BipulPandia,
AmzadHussen,
MonaliSaha, PanilSilve,
BhubaneswariNanjapan,
LaxmiNayak and Mukesh
Galvan, ChandraPrakash
Singh, Gopinath,
Nalamuitti participated in
inthismeeting discussion
and resolution. It was
resolved to submission
conference
memorandum to the
Central Government at
the time of parliament
session.

Over 300 Indian Sudents Return Home As 64
BangladeshisKilled In Protests

Agartala(KCN) The
worsening situation in
Bangladesh, which has
seen widespread protests
for weeks, has forced
Indian students to return
home using any available
means, with over 300
crossing through border
points in the northeast on
Friday alone. Nearly 64
people have died as
students across
Bangladesh have clashed
with security forces and
pro-government activists
over therei ntroduct| on of

Il l'

reservation
government jobs.

The protests, which have
been on for at least three
weeks, escal ated
significantly on Monday,
when violence broke out
at DhakaUniversity. Six
people were killed the
next day, prompting the
government to order the
closure of universities
across the country.
Many of the students
who returned were
pursuing MBBS degrees
and most of them were

from Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Meghaayaand
Jammu and Kashmir.
Two key routes used by
the students to return on
Friday were the
International land port at
Akhurah near Agartalain
Tripura and the
international land port at
Dawki in Meghalaya
The students said they
were waiting and
watching but finally
decided to temporarily
leave Bangladesh after a
near-total shutdown of

the internet was put into
effect on Thursday and
telephone services were
also severely impacted,
effectively cutting them
off fromtheir families.

"I am a second-year
student a the Marine City
Medical College and
Hospital in Chittagong.
The situation is getting
worse and many
restrictions have been put
inplace, whichiswhy we
have returned. Many
other students have aso

come back
i IF:

Heritage Institute of Technology received the Best Engineering College of Year Award 2024 from the
Hon'ble Union Minister of State for Education and for Development of Northeast, Govt. of India, Dr.
Sukanta Majumdar at the 8th Edition of The EduMeet & Excellence Awards 2024.

The award wasreceived by Prof. Basab Chaudhuri, Principal, Heritage I nstitute of Technology, Kolkatain
the presence of Mr. Pradip Agarwal, CEO, Heritage Group of Institutions & Co Chairman, ASSOCHAM
Higher Education & Skill Council - East and other members of ASSOCHAM Eastern Council.
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Sundargarh towns face drinking water shortage

Rourkela(KCN):

Residents of Bonai,

Lahunipara and other
localities in the
Sundargarh district have
aways suffered due to
a lack of supply of
drinking water.
Currently, they arevery
peeved at the tardy
manner in which work
is going on for the
construction of various
drinking water projects
by the Rural Water
Supply and Sanitation
(RWSS) department.
The RWSS department
had earlier stated that
a water supply system
would be built which
will ease the crisis in
the entire Bonai

Assembly constituency.
However, it has yet to
materialise. Bonai
suffers  from a
perennial crisis as the
groundwater level is
shrinking rapidly.
However, residents of
the constituency have
no idea when the
project  will be
completed. This is
because of the absence
of information
regarding the project.
There is no timeline
providing information
regarding the beginning
and end of the project, the
cost involved and when
water supply will start.

The RWSS department
also began construction

-
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NGT formspane for Bargarh sand mmmg

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has
asked the  state
government to constitute
a committee that would
look intotheallegationsof
illegal sand mining at
Chikhili under
Ambabhona tehsil of
Bargarh district and
submit a report within
four weeks. With asenior
scientist of Odisha State
Pollution Control Board,
Bargarh mining officer
and district Collector as
its members, the

committee would inspect
the siteand submit afact-
finding report within four
weeks regarding the
allegations, the Eastern
ZoneBench of NGT said
Tuesday.

“The district Collector
shall be the Nodal Office
for al logistic purposes
and for filing counter
affidavit bringing on
record the committee
report,” the bench said
while posting the next
hearing for August 30,
2024. The NGT move
camewhilehearing aplea

filed by senior advocate
Sankar Prasad Pani on
behalf of Fakir Mohan
Patel of Prakashpur
under Ambabhonatehsil
of Bargarh. The
petitioner has informed
the environment
watchdog that illegal
sand mining was being
carried out at Chikhili.
“Following allegations,
the mining officer of
Bargarh, along with
police officials, raided
the sand stock and
penalised him for
1,000cm of sand June 6.

Theminer, accordingly,
paid Rs 2,10,000 as a
fine June 11 this year,”
Pani said. He said
following  further
complaints, the mining
officer June 22 found a
huge sand stock.
“Though the officer
was urged to check
more sires, he declined
to claim jurisdiction
issues,” the petitioner
said. He said that the
bridge near which the
illegal sand mining was
taking place connects
Bargarh and
Jharsuguda districts.
The miner also
transports sand to
Jharsuguda. Besides, on
the day of raid, the
officer found use of
machine for sand
quarrying and loading in
trucks Buthedidnatinitiate
any action in thisregard,”
the petitioner said. “The
illegd mininghascausda
lossof a lesst Rs10 crore
to the dtate exchequer,”
Peni sad.

CaII_ For Sustal nabIeAgrlcuIture

Bhubaneswar(-KCN): .

Faced with the challenge
of climate changeand its
impact on the planet,
small efforts to counter
the fallout can lead to a
transformation, a three-
day international
conference on
sustainable agricultural
development in the
backdrop of climate
change, was told on
Thursday.

The transformation
witnessed in the Hiware
Bazar panchayat of
Maharashtra's drought
prone Ahmednagar
district whichtriggered a
reverse transformation
of migrant workersfrom
citiestotheir oncedismal
landscape has been an
eyeopener, Mr. Popatrao
Baguji Pawar, Sarpanch
of the panchayat, said.
Experts from across the
world areparticipatingin
the conference on
‘SustainableAgricultural

Development with
Climate Smart Systems'
being held on hybrid mode
at the Siksha 'O’
Anusandhan Deemed to
be University (SOA)
here.

“Agriculture alone can
provide engagement to
the people and make
reverse migration
possible,” Odisha's
Deputy Chief Minister,
Mr. Kanak Vardhan Singh
Deo, who was the chief
guest at the inaugural
ceremony of the
conference, said.

The conference has been
organised by SOA’'s
Centrefor Climate Smart
Agriculture (CCSA) and
faculty of Agricultural
Sciencesin collaboration
with the local chapter of
Indian Meteorological
Society.

Shri Singh Deo, who holds
the Agriculture and
Farmers Empowerment
portfolio besides Energy,

& E
said water was
becoming scarce and it
was time to think about
alternative agriculture.
Shri Pawar, a social
activist of repute who
was decorated with the
Padma Shri, said he
motivated theinhabitants
of acluster of villagesin
his own Hiware Bazar
panchayat to take up
water and soil
conservation projectsin
theareainabigway and
farmers were earning
Rs. 9lakh per acretoday
which was more than
twenty times of their
earning earlier.
“Though globa warming
is impacting different
regionswith phenomena
like cloud burst and
drought, my panchayat
has been insulated
because there is no
dearth of water due to
proper ground water
management,” he said
adding ten lakh treeshad

been planted inthe area
over the last few years.
Shri Pawar said there
had been no reports of
any farmer suicideinthe

area after the
transformation took
place.

Prof. Chittaranjan Ray,
Director of the
Nebraska Water
Centre, Nebraska,
USA and Prof. Pravat
Kumar Roul, Vice-
Chancellor of OUAT,
also addressed the
inaugural sessionwhich
was presided over by
SOA'sVice-Chancellor
Prof. Pradipta Kumar
Nanda.

Shri Singh Deo said
though technol ogy was
needed to ensure more
agricultural production,
there was need to ook
at the use of chemical
fertilizer as it was
reducing the
productivity of the soil.
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of projects at various
places including
Jhumkiband, Lahunipara,
Lathikata, Bonaigarh and
Kuanrmunda under
Biramitrapur
municipality. However,
no one knowswhen they
will be operational. A
drinking water project is
being constructed at
Jhumkiband just adjacent
to the Brahmani River.
Huge water tanks are
visible at the site, but
those have remained dry
since‘timeimmemorial’,
some residents said
sarcastically. It should
also be pointed here that
al the projects are being
handled by a single
company. Thishasraised

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN

doubts as to whether it
can handle so many
projects simultaneously.
“May be, thisisthemain
reason for the delay in
completion,” opined
some residents. They
added that despite
seeking information from
officials of the RWSS
department regarding the
projectsthey have not got
any satisfactory answers.
Eventhoughtop officias
of the RWSS were
unavailable, a junior
engineer pointed out that
the projects were
delayed due to some
‘internal issues'. “Those
have been sorted and
work on projectswill pick
up pace soon,” he said.

Maharishi Public School, Baripada

STD-NURSERY TO VI

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

Find the Difference

- Small Classes

- Experienced, trained & loving teachers.
- Individual attention to each child.

- Regular meditation and yoga.

- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

(Special discount for new admission belore15.03.2024

25% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
Baghra Road, Baripada

For details
Contact

Call-9438102188, 06792-255227
Time ; 8.00 A.M. to 12.00 noon

E-mail- mps.bpd@gmail.com

Find us on
Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Daikin Centreof Exceallence(CoE) at Bhubaneshwar, Odisha

Bhubaneshwar
(KCN): Daikin Air
conditioning India Pvt.
Ltd. (DAIPL), the fully
owned subsidiary of
Daikin Industries Ltd.,
Japan & the market
leader in the air-
conditioning market in
India today launched a
host of new air-
conditioning productsfor
the Orissamarket amidst
major fanfare &
excitement. Daikin
observes's Orissa as a
potential market, so we
will continuetoinvestin
developing the market
with aview to dominate
the room AC market.

Today, the Daikin
products bring with them
with strong technology
from Daikin Global that
offers lower cost of
ownership and topped

RELIANCE BRANDS LIMITED INKS

with unmatched quality
and durability. The new
office offers an
additional advantage of
integrated approach
with aview to offer our
stakeholders an

experienceto physicaly !
meet & co-work with

Daikin employees.

On this occasion, Mr.
Kuldeepak Virmani,
Senior VicePresident &
Executive Director,
DaikinIndiasaid, “With
India demonstrating a
robust upward growth
& business trajectory,
we have plans to get
aggressive in our
approach across Orissa

and the new
productsremain a key
step towards

strengthening Daikin's
endeavour to capture
significant market share.

We are committed to
provide  unmatched
consumer experiencewith
network of highly trained
sales, service and
mai ntenance through our
strong dealer network &
employees.”

The East market has
grown over 50% in the
last year, and Daikin India
predicts it to be a INR
2000 crores by 2025,

A JV WITH PLASTIC LEGNO SPA

Mumbai: RELIANCE
BRANDS LIMITED
(RBL) and Plastic Legno
SPA have signed a joint
venture arrangement
through which RBL will
acquire a 40% stake in
Plastic Legno SPA's toy
manufacturing business
inIndia Thisinvestment
by RBL serves a dual
purpose, bringing in
vertical integration for
RBL’s toy business and
helping diversify the
supply chainwith along-
term strategic interest in
building toy
manufacturing in India.

Plastic Legno SPA is
owned by the Sunino
group that boasts of more
than 25 years of toy
production experiencein
Europe. The group
started it’sIndiabusiness
in 2009 out of a need to
develop a strong
production hub that
would cater to global
markets, but more
importantly to the fast
evolving and growing

Indian market.

“Keeping with our

honourable Prime
Minister’s vision of
Atmanirbhar India, this
collaborationwith Plastic
Legno’sdeep experience
in world-class toy
manufacturing coupled
with our strong footing in
the global toy retail
industry would open new
doors and unparalleled
opportunities for toys
manufacturedinIndia. It
isimperative for RBL to
build design to shelf
capability for a strategic
advantage over the
competition and to be an
accelerator in building a
robust toy manufacturing
ecosystem in India not
only for domestic
consumption but also for
globa markets.” said the
spokesperson of
Reliance BrandsLimited.

RBL hasastrong play
in the Toy industry with
its portfolio of Hamleys,
theBritishtoy retailer and
homegrown toy brand —
Rowan, making RBL one
of the leading toy
distributors. Hamleys
currently has a global

footprint across 15
countrieswith 213 doors
and is India's largest
chain of toy stores.

“We are very
privilegedtohave RBL as
a partner in this Joint
Venture. We are
confident that Plastic
Legno’s experience in
Toys production and
Hamley's commercial
outreach, will
complement one another
to enable the JV
Company to achieve
greater heights and
successes. We have
important development
plans to implement,
always in the spirit of
creating a cultural
background in this
specific sector in India.
We are ready for the
challenges of the future,
but when thereisagroup
like RBL alongside, we
are sure that together we
can do a great
development.” said Paolo
Sunino, Co-owner,
Sunino Group.

AdityaBirla Group formally launchesTMRW -aDigjtal Firgt
"Houseof Brands ventureintheFashion & Lifestylespace

Mumbai:Aditya Birla
Group today announced
the formal launch of its
new ‘House of Brands
entity— TMRW. This
move isin line with the
group’s strategy to
launch and back new-age
digital ventures. TMRW,
an Aditya Birla Group
venture, will create
India'slargest portfolio of
disruptor brands in the
fashion & lifestyle space
and enablethe next phase
of direct to consumer
(D2C) growth in India,
which is poised to be a
$100bn market by 2025.
Over the next 3 years,
TMRW will acquire as
well as incubate 30+
innovative, customer-
obsessed brands. The
venture will also enable
multiple founders to
operate within a
synergistic ‘house of
brands’ platform that
share a common vision
and shared capabilities.

Aditya Birla Group has
appointed ex Facebook
& Bain executive,
Prashanth Aluru, as the
CEO & Co-Founder to
lead the build out of this
new venture. Prashanth
will set-up animble and

agilefounding teamwith
the right skill sets and
capabilities. Prashanth
comes with extensive
experience in Digital &
Technology  across
strategy, growth and
investing. Heaso brings
to the fore rich
entrepreneurial
experience in helping
build and scale new age
ventures in Digital & E-
Commerce.

Ashish Dikshit, MD of
ABFRL said, “ The
formal launch of our
D2C business, TMRW,
is a key milestone for
the company. This
venture has the
potential to become a
significant growth
engine by tapping into
the new wave of
entrepreneurial energy
in India. Our aspiration
isto build aportfolio of
30+ brands in the next
3years. With thelaunch
of this venture, we
intend to double down
0N our oNgoing program
of strategically
attracting new pools of
capital that are seeking
investment in high-
growth businesses. We
are confident that this

foray will successfully
meet the aspirations of
digitally native
consumers and also
create long-term value
for investors and other
stakeholders.”
Prashanth Aluru, CEO
and Co-Founder,
TMRW said, “I am
excited to embark on
this journey to build
TMRW - a long-term
enduring platform that
will be home to the
leading disruptor brands
that provide the new
age digitally savvy
consumer what she is
looking for across
Fashion & Lifestyle.
With the backing of the
AdityaBirlaGroup and
theright profile of long-
term investors we will
bring in, we are
confident of powering
the growth of several
brandsthat shapethe next
phaseof digital commerce
growth till 2030 and
beyond. With a new age
Digital first DNA, at
TMRW, we will jointly
create an ecosystem of
the most-loved disruptor
brandspartnering closely
with highly competent
founders.”

prompting usto launch a
host of new products &
increase our dealer
network extensively.
With robust
infrastructure & housing
development, we are
witnessing a high
demand for smart &
energy efficient air-

conditioning solutions.
Weareplanningtoinvest
in heavy marketing &
promotionsacross Orissa
to secure 20% market
share end of FY 24-25.

Daikin India recently
operationalised its new
facility at Sri City, Andhra
Pradesh, spread across
75.5 acresto reaffirm its

Honda Motorcycle and Scooter India
registers 3, 53,188 unit sales

Gurugram: Noting a positive upward movement
during the month, Honda Motorcycle and Scooter
India today announced its sales numbers for May

2022.

The company’s total sales for the month stood at
3,53,188 with 3,20,844 domestic sales and 32,344
exports compared to the subdued market
performance for same period last year amidst
multiple lockdowns owing to impact from second

wave of pandemic.

Commenting on the sales performancein May’ 22,
Mr.Atsushi Ogata, Managing Director, President &
CEO, HondaMotorcycle & Scooter Indiasaid,” The
market is gaining back strength as disturbances in
terms of supply side are subsidingcoupled with rise
in physical presence at office and educational
institutions. The sales figures this month remain
incomparable from May’ 21 as frequent lockdowns
in wake of second wave marred the performance
during this period last year. Growth in domestic as
well asinternational trade continues to complement
each other as we approach an early monsoon.”

TVS Motor
Company registers
sales of 302,982 units

Hosur: TVS Motor
Company sales was at
302,982 units in May
2022. The year-on-year
growthisnot comparable
due to the low base of
sales in May 2021
because of the localised
lockdown imposed by the
Government of India
during that period.
Two-Wheeler

Total two-wheelers
salesgrew from 154,416
units in May 2021 to
287,058 units in May
2022. Domestic two-
wheeler salesgrew from
52,084 units in May
2021 t0 191,482 unitsin
May 2022.

Motorcycle sales
grew from 125,188
units in May 2021 to
148,560 units in May
2022. Scooter sales of
the Company grew
from 19,627 units in
May 2021 to 100,665
unitsin May 2022.

The shortage in the

supply of
semiconductors has
impacted the

production and sales of

premium two-
wheelers. We are
working aggressively
with alternate sources
and taking every effort
to improve supplies at
the earliest. Some
improvement has been
seen this month. We
are optimistic that
volumes will revive to
normal levels once the
semiconductor supplies
improve.

The Company's total
exportsregistered sales
of 110,245 unitsin May
2022 asagainst 114,674
units in May 2021.
Two-wheeler exports
recorded sales of
95,576 units in May
2022 asagainst 102,332
unitsin May 2021.

Three-wheeler of the
Company grew by 28%
from 12,473 units in
May 2021 to 15,924
unitsin May 2022.

The domestic two-
wheeler sales include
TVS iQube Electric
sales of 2,637 unitsin
May 2022.

Spice Money to enable farmers to
withdraw PM-K1SAN subsidy through
itsImillionAdhikari Network

New Delhi: The Government of Indiahas disbursed
PM KISANsubsidy, directly to the farmers’ bank
accounts benefitingover 10 crorefarmersand families
who have received a grant of Rs 2,000 each. Spice
Money, Indid's leading rural fintech with 1 million
strong Adhikari network covering 18,500 plus
pincodes, isassisting thefarmersand farmer families
residing in the heartlands of the country, to withdraw
thissubsidy through AePS at their doorstep Adhikari

commitment for
excellence and
innovation; strategically
positioned to cater to the
increasing demand for
state-of-the-art  air
conditioning products
manufactured in India,
for domestic and
international
consumption. Daikin
notably is the principal
investor inthe Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
program in the air-
conditioning category,
implemented by the
government to encourage
domestic production of
air conditioners.

Mr. Kuldeepak Virmani
commented, "The
commercialisation of our
new manufacturing plant
in Sri City is a

momentous occasion for
Daikin. Thisfacility will
not only enhance our
production capabilities
but will also strengthen
our position as aleading
provider of energy-
efficient and sustainable
HVAC solutions in the
region. With thisfactory,
Daikin's production
capacity receives a
substantial boost, further
solidifying our
commitment to growthin
India. This expansion
marks a pivotal moment
in our journey, poised to
make a significant
contribution to Daikin's
continued success in the
country and fostering
long-term partnerships
that drive mutual

success.”

The new plant is
equipped with the latest
technology and adheres
to Daikin's high
standardsfor quality and
sugtainability. Thefacility
isdesigned to streamline
production processes,
ensuring the timely
delivery of Daikin's
renowned products to
customers across India
and beyond. Emphasizing
the company's
commitment to
sustainability and
environmental
responsibility, this state-
of-the-art factory aligns
with Daikin'saspirationto
achieve Net Zero
greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050.

Union Bank of India signs MOU with SIDBIfor
Co-Financing arrangement of MSMES

Mumbai: Union Bank of
India today signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Small Industries
Development Bank of
India (SIDBI) for a Co-
Financing arrangement
for MSMEs. The MoU
was signed by Shri Lal
Singh, Chief General
Manager, Union Bank of
India and Shri Vivek
Kumar Malhotra, Chief

General Manager,
SIDBI. SIDBI is
country’s  principal
financial institution

engaged in the
Promotion, Financing and
Development of Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).
Under the MoU,
Union Bank of India
would consider Joint
financing/ Co-Financing
with SIDBI to Projects/
UnitsintheMSME. This
MoU would help the
Banks to increase their

customer base, while
helping the MSMEs to
meet their funding
requirements. The key
highlights of the
arrangement includejoint
identification of viable
projects and term loan
and working capital
financing to MSMEs.
Initially the arrangement
would be at specific
centers and once the
arrangement stabilizes at
these centers, more
locations would be
covered.

Speaking on the
occasion, Shri Lal Singh,
CGM (MSME), Union
Bank of India, said
“MSME isoneof thekey
sectors of our Indian
Economy contributing to
GDP, Exports,
Manufacturing Output,
Employment, Women
Empowerment  etc.
MSME is one of the
focused areas of the
Bank and at Union Bank

of India, we aim to
become Bank of 1st
choicefor MSMEs. This
tieeupwith SIDBI aidsin
realizing the Bank’s
vision to have increased
credit flow totheMSME
sector and extend
operational convenience
to the MSME clientele.
Under partnership, Union
Bank of Indiathroughits
Pan India branch
network can provide
general Banking
products like Current
Accounts, Savings
Accounts, Working
Capital facilities and
other related services to
the MSME Customers of
SIDBI.”

Also, speaking on the
tie-up arrangement, Shri
Vivek Kumar Mahotra,
CGM, SIDBI reiterated
SIDBI’s commitment
towardstimely financing
for MSMEs across all
sectors.

Himalayan Collegeof Nursing, Jolly Grant
conducts an awar eness campaign on 'Safe

New delhi

(KCN
Bureau) :The
Himalayan College of
Nursing, Jolly Grant,
organized an
awareness campaign at

the CHC Doiwala on
'National Safe
Motherhood Day'.

During thisevent, aquiz
competition was held
for women to provide
them with health-
related information.

The Obstetrics and
Gynecology
Department of Swami
Rama Himalayan
University (SRHU),
Jolly Grant, hosted this
awareness program.

During this time, Dr.
K S Bhandari, the Chief
M ed i c al
Superintendent at CHC
Doiwala, mentioned
that the objective of
celebrating Safe
Motherhood Day is to

Moatherhood Day'

spread awareness
about maternal health
and care, provide high-
quality health services

to mothers, and
promote safe
childbirth.

Dr. Kamlesh Bharti

from the Obstetricsand
Gynecology
Department unveiled
the program's theme,
"Together, Let's Play
Our Role for
Respectful Motherhood
Care."

On this occasion,
students from the
Nursing College

informed the visiting
women about safe
motherhood through
plays and a poster
exhibition. Upma
George, Dr. Kanchan
Bala, Lakshmi Kumar,
Poonam Yadav also
provided information to
the women present.

Meanwhile, in Thano
village, the Community
Health Department of
Himalayan College of
Nursing conducted an
awareness campaign
on the occasion of
World Health Day.
M SC studentsinformed
people about a healthy
lifestyle through plays
and house-to-house
visits. Additionally, a
poster exhibition was
organized in the college
auditorium, displaying
topics like healthy

lifestyles, the
importance of
cleanliness, etc.
Present on the
occasion were Principal
Dr. Sanchita

Pugazandi, Dr. Kamli
Prakash, Atul Kumar,
Shobha Masih,
Chandan Kumar, John
Davidson apart from
many others.




NewDelhi: A key
element of the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) release on
Thursday, which
announced the squadsfor
the six-match white ball
seriesin Sri Lanka, was
a firm statement
regarding players'
participation in domestic
competitions. " The BCCI
will continue to monitor
player availability and
participation in the
upcoming domestic
cricket season, 2024-25,"
the release stated. The
author of the note could
well be Gautam Gambhir
-- the significance of this
message cannot be
overstated. It suggests
that, starting next season,
international playersmay
be seen competing in
domestic matches.

While the BCCI's push
for international players
to take domestic cricket
serioudly is not new -as

wowrw. Thakalimgachromndele, com

seen in the punishments
handed to Shreyas lyer
and Ishan Kishan for
skipping Ranji matches
last season - the
appointment of Gautam
Gambhir as head coach
seems to have
accentuated this
approach. The BCCl, in
collaboration with the
selectors, will closely
monitor players'
activities during periods
when there are no
internationa assignments
and throughout domestic
matches. The new
domestic season begins
on September 5 with a
four-team Duleep
Trophy competition, and
the participation of some
international players, if
not al theA Listers, isnot
ruled out.

“I'm a very strong
believer in onething, that
if you'regood, you should
be playing all the three
formats. I've never been
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abig believer that injury
management, you get
injured, you go get
recovered. As simple as
it gets," the new head
coach had recently
remarked.

“Injuries are part of a |+

sportsman's life. And if
you're playing all the
three formats, you get
injured, you go back, get
recovered, but you should
be playing al the three
formats. | am not a big
believer in identifying

people that were going

to keep him for Test
matches or other
formats. We're going to
manage his injury and
workload and stuff.
Professional cricketers,
you've got a very small
span when you're
playing for your country
and you want to play as
much as you can. And
when you're in very
good form, go ahead and
play all the three

After Modric, Real Madrid extend
Contract with LucasVazqueztlll 2025

NewDelhi:Real Madrid

have extended the
contract of Lucas
Vazquez till 2025, only a
day after they had sealed
the samefor club legend
Luka Modric. Vazquez
will now be one of the
senior players in Los
Blancos squad and might
be one of the candidates
for the captaincy.

Real Madrid winger
Lucas Vazquez has
signed a three-year
contract extension,
ensuring his continued
presence with the La
Liga giants until 2025.
The announcement of
thisextension cameonly
days after Real Madrid
unveiled Kylian Mbappe
on July 17, followed by
Luka Modric's similar

NewDelhi: Amid
allegations of budget
overshoots and

overspending for the
recent Twenty20 World
Cup in the US and the
West Indies- particularly
concerning the
preparation of amodular
stadium in New York,
whichallegedly ledtothe
resignation of two top
ICC officials - the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) is
preparing to approve the
budget for another 1ICC
event -- Champions
Trophy 2025.

At the ICC's annual
conference starting in
Colombo on Friday, the
budget papers for the
2025 Champions Trophy
will be presented to the
ICC Board for approval.
Ankur Khanna, the Chief

contract extensionon Jduly
18. Thisrenewal signifies
another chapter in
Vé&zquez'slong-standing
relationship with theclub,
where he has become a
key player known for his
versatility and reliability.
Vazquez has been a
consistent key figure in
the side during Los
Blancos's famous UEFA
Champions League 3-
peat, and then went onto
be a dependable option
off the bench for
manager Carlo Ancelotti
in the last few years.
Last season, he
frequently filledinfor the
injured Dani Carvajal,
showcasing hisdefensive
and offensive skills.

"Real Madrid C. F. and
Lucas Vazquez have

Financial Officer (CFO)
of the ICC, spent three
days in Lahore in June
working on the budget
with Javed Murtuza, the
CFO of the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), to
finalize the financial
outlay for the eight-team
Champions Trophy.
Before the Board
approves the financial
plan, it is expected to go
through the Finance and
Commercial Affairs
Committee (F & CA),
chaired by Jay Shah, the
secretary of the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India (BCCIl). The F &
CA is scheduled to meet
on July 21, aday before
the Board meeting, and
PCB chairman Mohsin
Nagvi is expected to be
present.

The budget papers

agreed an extension to
the player's contract,
tying himto the club until
30 June 2025, a
statement from the club
read.

In the 2023-2024 season,
Vazquez continued to be
an important player for
Real Madrid. He made
32 appearances across
al competitions, playinga
significant role in the
team'sLaLigaand UCL
triumphs. Vazquez was
offered a similar fresh
contract like that of
Modric, which will now
see him boast a certain
level of seniority in the
side after the retirement
of Toni Kroos and
departure of Nacho.
From hisdebutin 2015to
his recent contract
extension, he hasproven
to be a dependable and
versatile player, essential
in multiple positions. As
Real Madrid preparesfor
afresh erawith the likes
of Mbappe in their
arsenal, Vazquez's
presencewill undoubtedly
becrucial in both defence
and attack.

CCtodiscuss CT 25 buaget

mention Lahore,
Karachi, and Rawal pindi
as the venues for the
February 19-March 9
championship. However,
there is a looming
guestionregarding Indias
participation which will
depend on the approval
of the Government of
India. However, with the
recent escalation of
terror-related incidentsin
Jammu & Kashmir, there
is always uncertainty
regarding theapproval by
the Government of India.
Recent history shows
that the government has
been against the Indian
team visiting the
neighbouring country.
For instance, it did not
allow theteamto play in
theAsiaCup in Pakistan
last year, leading to the
creation of a hybrid

formats." The new man
in charge of the Indian
team spoke to Star

Sports.
Thistopic wasdiscussed
during  Thursday's

selection committee
meeting, which wasalso
attended by Gambhir. In
fact, it is likely that
Hardik Pandya lost his

FIFA Rankings. India ranked 22nd Asia, 124th in the wor

NewDelhi:The Indian
football team hasdropped
down three placesin the
latest FIFA rankings.
India are now ranked
22ndinAsiaand 124thin
theworld.

Indiahave slipped down |

three places in the latest
FIFA rankings. The
Indian team, who
recently failed to reach
the third round of the
FIFA  World Cup
gualifiersare now ranked
124th in the world.
Among the Asian teams,
India are ranked 22nd,
whichisabig hit for the
Blue Tigersasthey were
trying to break into the

Suryakumar to

NewDelhi: Suryakumar
Yadav has been named
India's T20I skipper for
the upcoming tour of Sri
Lanka, the BCCI
confirmed on Thursday
(July  18)  while
announcing the sguads.
While Jasprit Bumrah has
been rested for theentire
tour, Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli have been
included in the ODI

amid ta
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T20I captaincy because
he wanted to skip the
ODI leg of the Sri Lanka
series. The message is
believed to have been
conveyed to Pandya. It
is understood that both
chief selector Ajit
Agarkar and Gambhir
explained to Pandya
regarding the necessity

top 15 Asian side under
thereign of Igor Stimac.
Since December last
year, India have been
sliding down. They had
broken into the top 100
last year, with a best
ranking of 99, but since
then it has been a

downward spiral. InAsig,

of being availablefor all
games. Those close to
the al-rounder, though,
suggest that he sought a
break from the ODIs
due to personal reasons
(he announced
separation from hiswife
on Thursday night).

The decision of Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli

India remained on the
22nd position, behind the
likes of Lebanon,
Palestine, and Vietnam.

Multiple controversies of
late have rocked the
Indianteam. TheAll India
Football Federation was
recently banned by FIFA
in 2022 for not meeting
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Renewed focus on internat |ona\s playing domestic games under Gambhir's wat alch

to play the ODIs in Sri
Lanka is clearly in
accordance with
Gambhir'sprinciple. The
coach is firm that all
players participate in
international
competitions and both
Rohit and Kohli were
spoken to by the Board
officials. With only six
ODIs remaining before
the ChampionsTrophy -
three against Sri Lanka
next month and three
more against England
next year - it was
deemed important for
the seniorsto participate
in these matches.
Indications of Rohit's
availability had been
apparent for afew days,
but Kohli agreeing to
play seems a recent
development. There
was a consensus that
Jasprit Bumrah, the
world's top fast bowler,
should be given arest.

required regulations.
Despite the change in
administration, thelndian
team was synonymous
with  controversies.
Recently India parted
ways with their head
coachIgor Stimac. Stimac
onhisexitinterview with
the Indian media blasted
theAlFFfor being sdlfish.
Speaking to a host of
reporters from across
India, Stimac alleged that
Indian football was
imprisoned inthe handsof
power-hungry peopleand
was unlikely to reach a
good level in the next 20
years. Stimac took sharp
digs at the AIFF stating

Meanwhile, it has
emerged that Kohli is
comfortable working
with Gambhir and has
communicated this
clearly to the relevant
BCCI officias. Despite
their history, marked by
a bitter confrontation
captured by cameras
during IPL gamesin the
past, Kohli isbelieved to
have stated that
previousissueswill not
affect their professional
relationship in the
dressing room.
Following the World
Cup final in Barbados,
discussions were
reportedly held on the
matter. Kohli, who, like
Gambhir, isfrom Delhi,
assured the concerned
parties that he
recognizes both are
working towards the
country'sinterestsandis
ready to move on from
earlier disagreements.

{

alleging that he was
incorrectly sacked.

"l came with an open
heart to Indian football.
But your football is
imprisoned. It will takea
couple of decades for
thingstoimprovewhich|
don't see happening,"
Stimac said in his virtual
press conference.

"Not surprised about
partingways. Most of my
senior playersknew | had
decided to leave even
after had qualified for the
third round. It was
impossiblefor metogoon
without proper support,
full of liesand peoplewho
hed only privateinterests,”
he further added

0 lead T201 e in Sri Lanka; Ronit continues as ODI captain

squad.

The selectors have also
named Shubman Gill the
vice captain of both the
squads after he recently
led Indiain the Zimbabwe
tour. That is a significant
development considering
Hardik Pandya was
Indias designated deputy
in the ODI World Cup in
2023 and the recently-
concluded T20World Cup.

mode!.
Whether
arrangement for the 15-

such an
match Champions
Trophy will be created
with UAE or Sri Lanka
as second venue will be
known during the
meeting. For the record,
thel CC hasscheduled an
inspection of the three
identified venues in
September.

The budget papers for

the Champions Trophy
will betabled at the ICC
meets amid alleged
outrage among some
members regarding
expenses incurred for
preparing and holding
eight league matchesin
New York. Pankaj
Khimji, one of the
directors, has sent a
letter requesting a
forensic audit of the
expenses associated

It was reported recently
that Hardik'sfitnessissues
could prompt thesdectors
to not elevate him to
captaincy and the 30-year-
old has skipped the ODI
leg of thetour.

T20l Squad: Suryakumar
Yadav (C), Shubman Gill
(VC), Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Rinku Singh, Riyan Parag,
Rishabh Pant (WK), Sanju
Samson (WK), Hardik

with the construction of
the pop-up stadium in
New York, which was
dismantled after the
completion of the games

inthecity.
The five-day annual
conference, running

fromJuly 19to 22, kicks
off with ameeting of the
Associate Members of
the world body. An
election will be held for
the Associate Member
Director positions, with
11 candidates in
contention. The
contestants are Sam
Arthur (CostaRica), Dr.
Rudie Van Vuuren
(Namibia), Sankar
Renganathan (Sierra
Leone), Mubashshir
Usmani (UAE),
Gurumurthy Palani
(France), Mahinda
Vallipuram (Malaysia),

Pandya, Shivam Dube,
Axar Patel, Washington
Sundar, Ravi Bishnoi,
Arshdeep Singh, Khaled
Ahmed, Mohd. Sirg.

ODI Squad: Rohit Sharma
(©), Shubman Gill (VC),
Virat Kohli, KL Rahul
(WK), Rishabh Pant
(WK), Shreyas lyer,
Shivam Dube, Kuldeep
Yadav, Mohd. Sirgj,
Washington  Sundar,

Stephen Musaele
(Rwanda), and
Mahmood Gaznavi
(Singapore), alongside
sitting members Imran
Khwaja (Singapore),
Neil Speight
(Bermuda), and Pankaj
Khimji (Oman), who are
in fray for three
positions. Theresults of
the election will be
announced on Friday
afternoon.

UAE has won the
Associate Member
Women's Performance
of the Year award after
an impressive unbeaten
spell which saw them
triumph at the ICC
Women's T20 World
Cup 2024 AsiaQualifier
in Malaysia. Led by
Mumbai born Esha Oza,
UAE women beat strong
Thailand to advance to

Arshdeep Singh, Riyan
Parag, Axar Patdl, Khded
Ahmed, Harshit
Rana.There were also
doubts surrounding the
availability of senior pros
Rohit and Kohli for the
ODls. However, Gautam
Gambhir will have both
thestalwartsbolsteringthe
batting lineup in his first
assignment as India's
new coach.

k of overspend for NY games of TOWC

the global qualifier after
winsover Qatar, Bahrain
and Hong Kong (in the

semifinal).
"Winning the ICC
Associate  Member

Women's Performance
of the Year award is a
proud moment for UAE
cricket. Over thelast few
years, we have laid
special emphasis on
promoting and devel oping
women'scricket anditis
heartening to see those
efforts have now started
to bear fruit,”
Mubashshir Usmani, the
general secretary of
Emirates Cricket Board,
said. "The Emirates
Cricket Board will
continueto invest further
in the development of
women's cricket across
the country."
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