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Boos ToCricket Development In OcihaAsC Naveen LaunchesMajor Projects

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
In a major boost for
cricket development in
Odisha, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik
announced the
redevelopment of the
historic Barabati Cricket
Stadium and laid the
foundation stone for the
redevelopment of the
V' SS Cricket Stadium in

Sambalpur.
He said that the Barabati
stadium will be

redevel opedinto aWorld-
classsportscomplex with
all the modern facilities,
inpartnershipwith BCCl,
OCA and Corporates. At
the same time,
considering thelegacy of
the stadium, the iconic
clock tower will be
conserved as a heritage
structure. The VSS
stadiumin Sambd pur will
be expanded and
developed with the best
cricket facilities for the
cricketersin the region.

He also inaugurated
cricket facilities at
Berhampur Sports

Shree
Cricket

Complex,
Jagannath
Stadium & Women'’s
Cricket Academy, Puri,

Sports Complex, Jajpur, ?

?Cricket Ground,
Jharsuguda, ? and 41
cricket  Academies
developed across the
state by Odisha Cricket
Association. He
announced that the
stadium in Berhampur
will be named Mahatma
Gandhi Cricket Stadium,
in memory of Gandhiji's
visit to this place during
the Freedom movement.
He also announced that
an Integrated Sports
complex will be created

at Sitalapalli, Berhampur
which will include
fecilitiesfor athletics, and
football. cricket, indoor
stadium etc to cater to
the needs of the
sportspersons in the
region.

The Chief Minister
inaugurated the Ganjam
Weightlifting Academy
along with the 200-seated
hostel making it the
largest weightlifting
training facility in the
country. He said it's a
tributeto the popularity of
weightlifting in Ganjam,
which produced so many
weightlifters.

Several sports

PM Modi ToUnvell Game-Changing Projects
Worth Over Rs.17,000 Cr From Tuticorin

New  Delhi(KCN):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will unveil 36
infrastructure projects
worth over Rs 17,000
Crore at VO
Chidambaranar Port,
Tuticorintomorrow.
TheUnionMinister for the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
& Waterways,
Sarbanananda Sonowal,
today briefed the pressin
Chennai inthe presence of
Shantanu Thakur, Minister
of State for Ports,
Shipping, & Waterways,
and TK Ramachandran,
Secretary, Ministry of
Ports, Shipping &
Waterways, about the
tomorrow’s upcoming
event at Tuticorinin Tamil
Nadu.

During the press briefing,
heinformedthemediathat
as part of advancing
‘Viksit Bharat’, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will unveil 36infrastructure
projects worth over Rs
17,000 Crore at VO
Chidambaranar Port,
Tuticorin tomorrow. The
event is being organized
jointly by theMinistriesof
Ports, Shipping, and
Waterways; Road
Trangport and Highways,
and Railways. These
projects represent a
concerted effort to
improve connectivity,
strengthen transportation
infrastructure, and bolster
maritime capabilities
throughout Tamil Nadu.
Threetypesof projectswill
be unveiled at the event:
foundation stone laying,
national projects, and
inaugurations. These
projects are worth over
INR 10,324 crore, INR
1,477 crore,and INR 4,586
crore, respectively, and
they are related to the

maritime  industries
transportation and
railroads.

Shri Sonowd said, “ A few
years ago, the Prime

Minister announced that
the Government will take
steps to make VoC Port
the Transshipment Hub of
the East Coast of Indiaand
Tomorrow thisGuarantee
is going to be fulfilled.
PrimeMinister Modi isset
tolay thefoundation stone
for the Outer Harbour
Container Termind project
at VOC port, a venture
valued at Rs. 7,056
Crore”

“Moreover, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate
VOC Port as India's
pioneering Green
Hydrogen Hub, aigning
with the National Green
Hydrogen Mission and
India’s goal of achieving
Net Zero emissions by
2070. Additionally,
marking a stride towards
asdf-reiant India, hewill
unveil India's 1< hydrogen
fuel vessel developed
indigenously at Cochin
Shipyard Limited. This
ZeroEmisson, ZeroNoise
Vessd is a revolutionary
step towards India
becomingaHydrogen Fuel
Vessdl Manufacturer. The
other project of SCI on
retrofitting exiging shipsto
operateongreen hydrogen
or its derivatives ams to
facilitate the adoption of
environmentally
ugtaineblefue sourcesfor
shippropulson’”, added Shri
Sonowa”.

Thegod of theGreen Tug
Transition Programme
(GTTP) is to convert at
least 50% of al tugs into
Green Tugs by 2030 and
to have Green Tugs

operatingat al mgor ports.
JNPA, DPA, PPA, and
VOCPA will purchase two
brand-new green tugs
(battery-electric powered)
from Cochin Shipyard by
2027 as part of the first
phase.

While sharing the growth
achieved in the last 10
years, Shri Sarbananda
Sonowa mentioned, “A
remarkabletransformation
has taken place in the
capacity and efficiency of
three  major ports,
witnessing a doubling of
their throughput from
approximately 167 MTPA
to 338 MTPA. Moreover,
turnaround times have
been dashed by over 50%,
with notable examples
includingVVOC Port, which
reduceditsturnaroundtime
from 94 hoursto 46 hours,
and Kamarajar Port
Limited (KPL), whichsaw
a remarkable decrease
from 101 to 45 hours.”
The port modernization
projects scheduled to be
inaugurated tomorrow
are mostly under the
Sagarmala Program of
the MoPSW. It is
noteworthy that in the
state of Tamil Nadu,
there are 98 Sagarmala
projects worth Rs.
93,671. Cr. being
implemented; 50 projects
worth Rs 35,247 Cr. have
already been completed,
19 projects worth Rs.
13,658 Cr. are under
construction, and 29
projectsworth Rs. 44,765
Cr. are under various
stages of development.

infrastructures in
Jajpur namely
Kusuma Complex
Swimming Pooal,
Hockey Training
Centre, a
multipurpose
indoor stadium,
athletic track,
football ground etc
were inaugurated.
While foundation
stone was laid for
the Rugby ground and
cricket grounds along
with the hostel.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister also laid
the foundation stone for
Integrated Sports
Complexes at Bargarh
and Dhenkanal, which
includesvariousfacilities
like athletic tracks,
swimming pools, football
grounds, cricket grounds
etc.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik said that the
focus on Cricket by the
State government and
OCA, will help in
creating a good
ecosystem for the

emergence of champions
from the state in the
coming years. He further
said that sports is a
priority area for the
government to enable
youth empowerment and
Odishaisnow recognised
asamagjor destination for
sportsin the country. He
hoped that all the sports
infrastructure and
training facilities being
created would attract
more children towards
sports.

The program was
conducted across 50
venues over video
conferencing and alarge
number of Cricketers,
and sports persons
participated in the
program. The OCA
members including
President Sh Pranab
Prakash Das, Minister
for Sports and Youth
Services Sh Tushar Kanti
Behera and a huge
number of cricketers
participated in the
program from Barabati
stadium.
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PRESIDENT OF INDIATOVIST JHARKHANDAND
ODISHAFROM FEBRUARY 26TOMARCH 2

NewDEIhi,(KCN): The
President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmuwill visit
Jharkhand and Odisha
from February 28 to
March 2, 2024.

On February 28, the
President will grace the
3rd convocation of
Central University of
Jharkhand at Ranchi. On
the same day, the
President will lay the
foundation stone for the
Central Government
Holiday Home at
Rairangpur, Odisha. On
theoccasion, shewill also
virtudly lay thefoundation
stones for various road
projects and a Sports
Complex at Rairangpur
as well as inaugurate

Eklavya Model
Residential School,
Barsahi.

On February 29, the
President will interact
with the members of
PVTGs of Kadalibadi
village at Gonasika,
Keonjhar. Later, she will
inaugurate a national
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seminar on ‘Tribes of
Keonjhar:  people,
cultureand heritage’ and
address the students of
Dharanidhar University
at North Campus,
Dharanidhar University,
Gambharia, Keonjhar.
In the evening, the
President will grace the
53rd convocation of
Utkal University at
Bhubaneswar.

On March 1, the
President will grace the
25th convocation of
Berhampur University
at Bhanja Bihar. Later
at Cuttack, she will

gracethegolden jubilee
celebration of Brahma
Kumaris, Odisha. The
President will witnessa
presentation of PM
JANMAN by the
Government of Odisha

at Raj Bhavan,
Bhubaneswar.
On March 2, the

President will visit
various placesrelated to
Santha Kabi Bhima
Bhoi in Sambalpur
district of Odisha. She
will also meet the
followers of Mahima
Cult at Mini Stadium,
Sambalpur

CM Inaugurates Mission Shakti Bazar in City

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Chief Minister Shri
Naveen Patnaik today
inaugurated Mission
Shakti Bazar here in the
city.

Opening the MSB, the
CM said that it will bea
strong platformto support
sustainablelivelihoodsfor
women in rural and semi
urban areas of the state.
It has been developed
under 5T initiative to
promot e
entrepreneurship for
women.

5T and Nabin Odisha
Chairman Shri Kartik
Pandian had visited the
MSB on Feb 19 to
overseethefinal round of
preparations before
inauguration.

TheMSB isastate of the
art boutique store for

display and sale of
curated Mission Shakti
SHG products from all
over the state.

It is owned and operated
by a producer Company
of SHGs called Khorda
Matru Shakti Farmers
Producers Company Ltd.
It has asits shareholders
nearly 200 SHGs,
Producer Groups and
Producer Companies
comprising SHGs.

The inclusive ownership
structure will gradually
involve lakhs of women
who wish to have a sale

platform for their
products.

Through KMFP
Company, the

Department of Mission
Shakti aims to unlock
market potential and
promote women led and

women run business in
Odisha. To support the
Producer Company ,

Kalgudi has been
engaged as the Technical
Service Agency .

The main aim of this
Bazar is to give a sale
platformto Mission Shakti
products ensuring
sustainable markets and
competitive prices.

It will also generate

consumer interest in

many products that are
not available round the
year in urban centres .
The bazar will source
farm and non-farm
products from SHGs. It
will also have an E-
commerce portal,
offering women the
opportunity to venture
into entrepreneurship
through an online
marketplace

Some of the main

attractions are Dhinki-

Kuta rice ( hand pound
rice), Kandhamal Haldi
, Kotpad sarees, Dongria
shawls , dhokra crafts ,
handmade kansa cutlery
items ( brass) , golden
grass and sabai crafts
andsoon.

Inthelong run, display of
SHG products in a
centralised place will
also give rise to bulk
buyers .

It will help build value
chains of products and
encourage product
standardisation helping
the producer SHGs gain
better prices.
5T Chairman Shri Kartik
Pandian, Mission Shakti
Commissioner cum
Secretary Smt Sujata
Rout Kartikeyan were
present among others.

YOUTH DELEGATION FROI\/I BANGLADESH CALLSONTHE PRESI DENT

NewDelhi,(KCN):A
youth delegation from
Bangladesh called onthe
President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan
today (February 27,
2024).

Addressing the
delegation members, the
President said that she
was happy to interact
with a group of young
and talented minds from
Bangladesh. She noted
that delegates have been
selected from all over
Bangladesh, and it is
inclusive, with over 50
percent women, and
participants from all
walksof life. Shesaid that
their presence hereisnot
just avisit; it isabridge
being built between our
nations, and proof of the
enduring spirit of
cooperation and
friendship that definesthe
India-Bangladesh
relationship.

The President said that
India and Bangladesh
share a unique bond,
founded on their history,

culture, and sacrifices.
India is proud to have
been afriend and partner
in the Liberation War of
Bangladesh, and
continues to share the
development journey with
Bangladesh. She stated
that we must preserve
and nurture this spirit,
whichinspirestheunique
bond between our two
countries.

The President said that
relationship between
Indiaand Bangladeshisa
relationship of the heart
and soul. We have adeep
cultural link, and a
common love for art,
music, cricket, and food.

Our national anthems,
both penned by Tagore,
are asource of pride. We
share love for ‘Baul’
music and the works of
Kazi Nazrul Islam. Our
unity and diversity are
celebrated in our shared
heritage.

The President said that
Indiaattachesthe highest
priority to its friendship
with Bangladesh, and we
arecommittedtorealizing
itsfull potential.

The President was happy
to note that India and
Bangladesh are home to
a large and energetic
youth population, with
unlimited potential to

shape the world. She

urged all to harnessthis
potential. Astheleaders
of tomorrow, it is the
respons bility of youth to
steer ustowardsagreen,
sustainable and peaceful
world.

The President urged
members of the youth
delegation to use the
opportunity to
experience various
aspects of India and its
diversity, and the
developments in the
fields of science,
technology, and arts. She
said that as they work
towards building aSonar
Bangla, they should also

strive to strengthen the
bonds of peace,
prosperity, and friendship
between India and
Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh Youth
Delegation programme
was started in 2012 as a
joint initiative by the
Ministry of External
Affairs and Ministry of
Youth Affairs & Sports.
Themain objectiveof this
youth programme is to
foster goodwill and
understanding of each
other’s countries,
promote exchange of
ideas and understanding
of values and culture
among the youth.
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|CAR-CIFRI'INITIATED REJUVINATION OF RIVER DAMODAR TOWARDSCONSERVATION OF
FISH FAUNAAND SUSTENANCE OFAQUATICENVIRONMENT

Kolkata,(KCN):A
researchteam of ICAR-
Central Inland Fishery
Research Institute,
Barrackpore under the
NMCG projectcarried
out a survey on fish
diversity and other
abioticfactorsintheriver
Damodar from Burnpur
to Garchumuk covering
about 250 km. in
February 2024.The
entiresurvey programme
wascarried out under the
guidanceand supervison
of Dr. B. K. Das,
Director, ICAR-CIFRI,
and Principd Investigetor
of the project. Mr. Surgj
Kumar  Chauhan,
project assstant, pointed
out that tributariesplay an
important rolein serving

asanimportant habitat,
and carries various
sediments, chemicals,
organic matter and
volumeof water,cregting
unique conditions that
support various fish
species.Environmenta
degradation and man-
made interference in
river basin catchment
areas have led to a
decline in fish
production, impacting
riverinefisheries, which
are crucial economic
activities. This
investigation aims to
restore fish faunal
diversity and ecological
hedth.

Damodar, one of the
major  tributaries
originates from

Khamarpat hill in
Chotanagpur plateauin
Jharkhand and finally
outfalls in the river
Hooghly after travelling
about 592 km. near

Garchumuk inHowrah,
West Bengal. A total of
28 fish species have
been recorded fromthe
fivesampling sites. Mr.
Chauhan aso pointed

Asian Development Bank funded project must
protect the right of workersand Indians people

Bhubaneswar,(KCN): Asan
Development Bank
funded projects must also
protect the rights of
workers and indigenous
peoplewhen projectsare
implementedin Indiaand
other countries. The sub
contractors and labour
supply agents must be
registered and sign
contract to be abide by
the policy of ADV and
national government and
asthereisaConstruction
Workers Welfare Board
exist in India and 1%
contribution is being
givento the Construction
Workers Welfare Board
the National Government
and ADB must sign the

contract not to engage
any construction workers
if he or she is not a
member of construction
workers Welfare Board
in India said Dr. R c.
Khuntia Ex-MP,
President INBCWWF
and National Vice
President of Indian
National Trade Union
Congress today at
Metropolitan Hotel Delhi
in a meeting arranged
country consultationwith
civil society organization
by Asia Development
Bank today on
21.02.2024.

The meeting was
designedin 6 sessionsin
the country consultation

ondraft Environment and
Socia Framework (ESF)
and the environment and
social standards (ESG)
with Civil Society
Organisation and Trade
Unions. On
management and
environment assessment
and  social risk,
stakehol der engagement,
land acquisition and land
useredtriction, indigenous
people, cultural heritage
resource conservation
and pollution prevention,
biodiversity sustainable

natural resources
management, |abour and
working  condition

requirement of financial
investment issues

discussed in various
sessions. Bruce Dunn,
Director Office of
Safeguard ADB, Takako
MoritaPrincipal Counsdl,
Zerhra Abbas, Principal
Environment Specialist,
MeenakshiAjmera,
Facilitator Jelson Garcia
ADV along with civil
society, trade union,
environment
organizations, BWI
ShaguftaRiyaz and with
many participants from
Indiaabroad participated
in this meeting of Asian
Development Bank, in
country consultation with
Civil Society
Organization (CSO) in
India.

Sudents got the roadmap for future job and career opportunities in
fisheriesand aquaculture sector on 13th IFAF Sudent Interface Meet

Kolkata,(KCN):In 13th
IFAF ‘student Interface
Meet’ was held on 23rd
February, 2024. In this
occasion, Prof.
Manimaran Baskaran,
Former VC, TNJFU,
Prof. IddyaKarunasagar,
Research ~ Advisor,
NITTE University,
Mangalore and Prof.
S.D. Singh, Former ADG,
ICAR chaired the
session, while Prof. SKK.
Udgata, Dean, CoF,
Odisha Prof. R.K.
Trivedi, WBUAFS,
Kolkata and Dr. S.K.
Majhi, Head, ICAR-
CIFRI, Regional Centre,
Guwahati acted as
panelists. The session
began with opening
remarks by Prof.
Manimaran Baskaran,

Former VC, TNJFU and
he urged the students to
focus on start-ups and
innovations. He stated,
thisistheeraof start-ups,
precision farming and
students should think
about innovations in the
field of clean tech,
climate tech, precision
farming. Prof. Iddya
Karunasagar, Research
Advisor, NITTE
University, talked about
the opportunities in
fisheries sector. He
urged the students to be
job providersthanthejob
seekers. He highlighted
about the potential
funding sources from
where students can
receive fund their
innovations. Prof. S.D.
Singh, Former ADG,

ICAR, encouraged about
the need of will-power
and self-confidence
among the fisheries
students. Hetalked about
job opportunities in
fisheries sector in India
and abroad. Prof. SKK.
Udgata, Dean, CoF,
Odisha gave a detailed
presentation on features
of ICAR 6th Dean's
committee
recommendations with
regard to National
Education Policy (NEP),
2020 and its adoption in
Fisheries Science. Prof.
R. K. Trivedi,
WBUAFS,Kolkata
advocated the need of
detailed discussoninNEP
and its adoption in
Fisheries sector. Dr. SK.
Majhi, Head, ICAR-

CIFRI, Regiona Centre,
Guwahati stated that
students should be
welltrained and well-
equipped with advance
technologies. Fortunately,
Dr. J.K. Jena, DDG,
Fisheries Science was
also present in the Meet
and herespondedtodll the
queriesof thestudentson
matters related to job
opportunitiesin fisheries
and aguaculture sector,
Agricultural research
service (ARS) and
national education policy
etc. From this Student
Interface Meet- 13th
IFAF, students got the
motivation and clear
roadmap about the future
job and career
opportunitiesin fisheries
and aguaculture sector.

out that significantly out
of 36 species, about
65% of fish are
categorized as small
indigenousfishes(SIF),
whichplay avitd rolein

the aquatic food
production system and
offer tremendous
nutritiona value. Fishes
like Punti, Nedosh, bata,
Raikhor bata, L etha, and

1111J )]
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Tengra are
predominately available
inthestretches.

Thevisiting team noted
that human activities
have reduced river
Damodar's flow,
affecting therecruitment
of thelndianMgor Carp
(IMC) for spawning.
Limitedinformationon
fisheriesinthe Damodar
river systemisavailable,
and local fishermen's
perceptions suggest a
riseinfish occurrencea
few decades ago.\Water
and sediment samples
weredso collected from
the river during the
sampling period for
analysis.The water
parameters estlmated
duringthesampli

[
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optimal for fish and
aguatic organisms.

The Damodar river
survey revealed the
ecological integrity and
environmentd flow of the
river based on the
presence of small
indigenousfishes(SIF).
A comprehengvesurvey
covering all seasons
would be valuable for
river management and
restoration. The study
highlightstheimportance
of conserving and
sustaining SIF
populations in upper
river stretches.
Mitigating hurdles
related to aquatic habitat
sampling reports is
crucial for further
initigives.
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VIVex Ober0| saysheslep on bench durmg Saathiya shoot

Actor Vivek Oberoi
recently opened up about
the hardships he had to
endure while shooting
Saathiya. The actor said
that he would sleep on
benches and change in
restaurant toilets while
filming the Shaad Ali
directorial dueto budget
constraint.Speaking to
Humans of Bombay,
Vivek said that he was
asked by many peopleto
not take up Saathiya:
"You are an action hero.
How can you do a love
story? But that wasn't
thefilm. My mentor, Ram

nmgdown Rang DeBasant

Shahid Kapoor isbasking
in the successof hislatest
film, Teri Baaton Mein
Aisa Uljha Jiya. While
peckingabout thefilmand
hiscareer toNehaDhupia,
Shahid made a rather
shocking revelation. He
shared that hewas offered
apart in the 2006 hit film
'‘Rang De Basanti', which
heeventualy declined due
to date issues.

Heedlined by Aamir Khan,

=l

'Rang De Basanti' starred
an ensemble cast including
Siddharth, Atul Kulkarni,
Sharman Joshi, Kunal
K apoor and SohaAli Khan,
among others. It was
helmed by Rakeysh
Omprakash Mehra

Shahid recently gppearedon
Neha Dhupids talk show,
No Filter Neha Season 6,
where he revealed that the
makers of the film had
approached himfor therole

Dunki Review: Shah Rukh Khan, Rajkumar Hirani's

Fi

"The Donkey Route,"
better known as Dunki
Marna, is a colloquial
termfor illegal migration.
This has been and is the
story of many, setting off
on ajourney for a better
future or opportunities,
far away from the land
they called home.
Rajkumar Hirani, the
master storyteller, who
has a knack for picking
stories from the hyper-
competitive educational
systemin "Three Idiots’
or blind faith in "PK,"
now addresses the plight
of themany migrants, the
hopefuls who find
themselves in hopeless
situations, way worse
than the one they left
behind. The director,
back on screens after
five years, collaborates
with Shah Rukh Khan,
giving us a thought-
provoking narrative.
Meet Hardyal Singh
Dhillon, akaHardy (Shah
Rukh Khan), who helps
the Laltu threesome of
Mannu (Taapsee Pannu),
Buggu (Vikram
Kochhar), and Balli (Anil
Grover) fulfill their

lifelong dream of goingto
England.

But getting a visa and
going through the so-
called legal route is far
more arduous than they
imagined. They decideto
go"dunki" and arewilling
to put themselves
through the most
dangerous situations just
to set foot on the land of
promise, England.

But is it really what it
seems? Driven by the
images and tales of the
picture-perfect postcard
life of the many who had
preceded them, they
push their way halfway
around the globe. From
Pakistan to Afghanistan,
Iranto Turkey, Portugal,
andfinally England. This
is where reality bites!
"God has created the
world for all," says

AN A L

Taapsee's Mannu. "Why
can't we share a bit of
the same? Why don’t
you give us a chance to
work and helpyou," says
Hardy. As Hardy tells a
judgethat he hasno fear
in hisown country, all he
wants is for people to
get a chance to fulfill
their dreams wherever.

Open your hearts, don't
judge people for where
they come from, is the
message loud and clear!
A world that hasdivided
humanity based on
ethnicity and religion,
where many are willing
toforsaketheir identities
for afew dollars more.

Dunki comes packed
with Hirani’s signature
style, blending a strong
message with humor
and moving images.
There are no chest-

m Will Open Your Heart To L oveAnd Emoli tions
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thumping or long-winding
monol ogues.
Vicky Kaushal,
Scene-Steal er
Shah Rukh Khan is the
star of the show and is
equally complemented
by Taapsee Pannu, who
endears as Mannu and
the rest. However, the
scene-stealer is Vicky
Kaushal, who has a
cameo but bringsout his
character Suki's pathos
poignantly.

Thefirst half ishilarious,
though a bit slow. The
film gainsmomentumin
the second half and will
move many who will be
able to identify with the
scenario. After al, there
is no place like home,
good, bad, or ugly; it's
where we belong and it
belongsto us.

The

Jaane Jaan New Poster Out: Kareena Kapoor,
Vijay Varma, Jaideep Ahlawat Raise Curosity

Makers of the upcoming
thriller film 'Jaane Jaan'
on Sunday unveiled a
new poster. Taking to
Instagram, the OTT
platform Netflix shared
the poster which they
captioned, “Every story
has 2 sides, but this one
has 3. Unravel the
mystery of #JaaneJaan on
21 September, only on
Netflix!”

The new poster features
the lead cast of the film
Kareena Kapoor Khan,
Vijay Varma and Jaideep
Ahlawat. Hdmed by Sujoy
Ghosh 'Jaane Jaan' is al
st to stream onthe OTT
platform Netflix from
September 21. Recently
the makers unveiled the

film'sofficid trailer which
received massive
responses from the fans.

Jaane Jaan's trailer gives
a glimpse into all the
mysterious happeningsin
the chilly and pine-tree-
covered Kadimpong, as it
delves into the complex
intertwined relationships
and secrets. Maya
(Kareena Kapoor Khan),
Naren (Jaideep Ahlawat)
and Karan (Vijay Varma)
navigate through aweb of
emotions and unforeseen
circumstances as they
cover up and uncover
cluesinabidtooutwiteach
other. Brace yoursalf for
ajourney that will evoke
both love and thrill and
keep you on the edge of

your segt as you witness
powerhouse
performances, al through
thelensof Sujoy Ghosh.

Talking about the trailer
launch of thefilm, Director
and Writer, Sujoy Ghosh
earlier said, “I am so
excited that the audiences
findly gettoseeaglimpse
of Jaane Jaan, a film
extremely close to my
heart. SetinKaimpongthe
film sees a love story, a
crimina investigation, a
budding attraction,
mastermind plotting and
thewill todo anything for
love. Essayed by my
dream cast of Kareena,
Jaideep and Vijay, dl in
roles so different from
what they have been seen

in before. On 21st
September, thisfilmwill be
yours, across the world
you'll getto seethisthriller
cometo lifeand | cannot
wait to see what you
think!"

Kareena Kapoor earlier
sad, "I am so excited the
traler is findly yours to
seel Thisisthefirgt time
audienceswill ssemeina
thriller, playing something
gritty likethis. Jaane Jaan
was a script that | had to
say YEStothefirst timel
heard of it. | have aways
told Sujoy theUSP of this
filmisitscastand | had a
superb timeworking with
Jaideep and Vijay. | can't
wait for Netflix audiences
to enjoy Jaane Jaan."

Gopal Varma, was
furious. He said ‘No,
don’t do thisfilm.” | was
like better than taking
permission, | will ask for
forgiveness. | loved the
film. Saathiya's director
Shaad Ali is my school
friend. He was initially
making the film with
Abhishek Bachchan, but
that didn’t work out. |
already had my debut
film, Company.” Recalling
hisexperience of shooting
the movie, the actor said,
"When | was shooting for
Saathiya, Company
hadn’t released. | was

of Karan Singhania. The
rolewaseventualy played
by Siddharth. Sharingwhy
he turned down the offer,
Shahid said, "I regret not
doing the film. They
wanted meto play therole
of Sddharth. I'dcriedwhile
reading thescript and loved
it, but unfortunately, |
couldn’t make time for
it."Meanwhile, work-wise,
Shahidwaslast seeninthe
film 'Teri Baaton Mein

shooting on railway
stations. | usedtodegpon
the benches because we
had no budget. | used to
change clothes in
restaurant toilets because
| didn’t have a makeup
van. We had to shoot four
scenesin aday. We were
shooting for 18-20 hours
a day. There was a time
when | was carrying
equipment. | had gone
back to my assistant days
after my debut.”On the
work front, Vivek Oberoi
was last seen in Rohit
Shetty'sdebut web series,
Indian Police Force.

'Criedreadingthescript

Aisa Uljha Jiya. He is
currently basking in the
success of the romantic-
drama. He co-starred with
Kriti Sanon, who essayed
theroleof arobot, SIFRA.
After witnessing a decent
start at the box office, the
film picked up pace and
crossed Rs 50 crore in
India. Recenly, Kriti
shared whether 'Teri
Baaton Mein Uljha Jiya
would have a sequel.

‘Article 370" box office
Day 4: Yami Gautam's
filmtargetsRs50crore

globally

Yami Gautam and Priyamani's 'Article 370" had an
eventful Monday (February 26) at the box office.
Though thefilm saw aslump in terms of numbers, it
still made over Rs 3 crore net in India. The movieis
now inching towards Rs 50-crore mark globally. The
makersof 'Article 370" announced that thefilm raked
in Rs 34 crore worldwide in just three days.On
Monday (February 26), thefilmisestimated to have

earned Rs 3.25 crore net at the domestic box office.
Thefour-day total collection now standsat Rs26.15
crorein India

'Article 370' recorded an overall occupancy of 13.10
per cent on Monday in India.Yami Gautam was over
the moon as she shared the three-day worldwide
collection of her film, 'Article 370'. Going by her pogt,
her film earned Rs 34.71 crore Qross
worldwide.'Article 370" graced the theatres across
the globe on February 23. Thefilmisabout the anti-
terrorism operationsin Kashmir after the abrogation
of Article 370.'Article 370’ has been directed by
Aditya Suhas Jambhal e, a two-time recipient of the
National Award.

The film's cast includes Arun Govil, Vaibhav
Tatwawadi, Skand Thakur, Ashwini Koul, Kiran
Karmarkar, Divya Seth Shah, Rgj Zutshi, Sumit Kaul,
Raj Arjun, Asit Gopinath Redij, Ashwani Kumar and
Irawati Harshe Mayadev. The story is penned by
Aditya Dhar and Monal Thaakar, with screenplay
and dialogues by Aditya Suhas Jambhale and Arjun
Dhawan, and additional screenplay by Aarsh Vora.
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If youthink that Goais
all about sun, sand and
beaches, youaregrossy
mistaken. Goahasvery
rich history of historic
temples and Sanatan
culture. At last, Goaiis
moving to reassert its
glorious past. The
temples in Goa were
destroyed by the
Portugueserulersduring
their over 450 years of
rule. The Portuguese,
who ruled Goa until
1961, werelikeMudim
rulers who destroyed
Hindu temples.

Goa chief minister
Pramod Sawant
claimed the Portuguese
began destroying
temples and the
practice ceased after
they signed apeace pact
withthe Marathas. He
said the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
government isplanning
the state’s new
journey.” At least after
60 years, we should
wipe away the signs of
the Portuguese. What
isGoagoingto bewhen
Indiaiscelebrating 100
years [of
independence]... weare

thinking of that now,” he
said at a function
commemorating the
350th anniversary of the
coronation of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, who founded
the MarathaEmpirein
the 17th century.
TheMaratharuler first
mooted the idea of
swaraj or self-
government in the
country. The Maratha
ruler cameto Goaand
rebuilt the
Saptakoteshwar
Templeand warned the
Portuguese against
destroying temples.
“Thisiswhy wesay the
major credit for saving
the Hindu culture goes
to Shivaji and [hisson]
Sambhagji,” hesaid.
Meanwhile, Goa's
tourism departmentisal
set to develop
community-based
tourism centres around
11 temples across the
state as part of the
department’s Ekadasha
Teertha The 1l temples,
which have been
identified, will befrom
seven eco-sensitive
zonesinthe statewhere
development and
construction cannot be
taken up.
The Ekadasha Teertha
campaignis based on
the four pillars of
spirituality, indigeneity,
cvilisstiond and cultura

nationalism, and
conscioustourism.The
initiativeis part of the
shift away from Goa's
beaches and towards
spiritual tourism.The
campaign is partly in
response to the
“competition from
countrieslike Thailand,
Indonesia and large
Indian states.

The Ekadasha Teertha
project will see the
department involving
and engaging with
communities,
particularly women-led
groupsaround placesof
worship. Tourists will
be encouraged to visit
the temples, stay and
learn from the local
communities and
understand the local
lifestylewhilethelocal
communities can pass
on their heritage and
also earn money from
theventure.
Meanwhile, the Goa
Tourism Development
Corporation (GTDC)
has moved to give
temples in Quepem,
Sattari, Canacona, and
Savordemafacdift. The
Tourism department is
determined to
showcase Goa’'s
religious side,
particularly temples, as
part of an effort to
brand Goa as Dakshin
Kashi. GTDC has
initiated the processto

revamp thefacilitiesat
important temples,
particularly in Sattari.

The corporation has
moved to appoint a
consultant to preparea
Detailed Project

Report (DPR) for the
beautification and
illumination of temples
in Sattari. Along with
thetemplesin Sattari,
Shantadurga

the

will also oversee the
development of
amenities and
beautification of the
Shantadurga Temple at
Fatorpa, with asimilar
amount of Rs 4 crore
being estimated for the
project.

Canacona’s
Agondeshwar Templeat
Agonda will be
beautified and

Temple, Shree Betal
Nagnath Temple, and
Agondeshwar Temple
in Canacona will be
taken up for
beautification.

The Goa Tourism
Board’'s empowered
committeewill finaise
the spiritual tourism
circuit soon.The Shree
Betal Nagnath Temple
at Dhadein Sanvordem
will get washrooms, an
entrancearch, lighting,
and other facilitiesat a
cost of Rs4 crore.
According to sources,
the architectural firm
Fourth Dimension
Architects Pvt Ltd is
the consultant for the
work. The same firm

illuminated at acost of

Rs 3.7 crore. Darashaw
and Company Pvt Ltdis
the consultant for the
work. The temples of
Goaareinessencelike
most Hindu templesin
India, based around a
deity  which s
worshipped. The
architecture of Goan
templesisalittledifferent
mostly because of
historical reasons.The
fundamental design of
any Hindu temple is
organized around the
central shrine or the
“Garbagriha” or the
“sanctum sanctorum”
that houses the main
deity. A tower or
“Shikara’ arisesfromthe
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Goa to become spiritual capital of India

Vivek Shukla

main shrine and is
traditionally pyramidal
shaped. There are
usually two or more
smaller shrineshousing
other deitiesknown as
“Parivar Devatas”
around the entrance to
the Garbagriha.

Surely, religiousheritage
sitesand temples have
the potential to bringin
quality and high-
spending tourists. As
part of the vision, the
tourism department is
working on astrategy to
cregtespiritud circuitsin
Goa. The department
hopes to launch an
advertising campaign
and documentary series
to draw tourists
towardstemples.
Chief Minister of Goa
Pramod Sawant, had
already said that hewill
make Goathe capital of
spiritual tourism
fallowingwhichtheRam
Mandir wasinaugurated
by Prime Minister
NarendraModi on last
January 22. The Ram
temple has showed
what religioustourism
can do to the economic
development of a
region. There are
countries and
geographical regions
whose economy has
flourished as these
places have been
religious destinations.
Examples can be

Tirupati, Shirdi, Ajmer,
and Amritsar nationally
and Vatican City,
Meccain Saudi Arabia
and Kartarpur Sahibin
Pakistan.

Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant and
membersof hisCabinet
were visiting Ram
templein Ayodhya on
February 15 to offer
prayers. Describingthe
templeasa"symbol of
theprofound love, trust,
and faith of millionsof
Indians", Pramod
Sawant expressed his
sentimentsin apost on
social media.Hewrote
on X, "Feeling blessed
to visit and offer
prayers to Shri Ram
Lallaat #Ayodhya Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi.
TheAyodhyaShri Ram
Mandir is the
manifestation of the
love, trust, and belief of
crores of Indians in
Prabhu Shri Ram.”
"The temple has been
built after a Jan
Aandolan of centuries
and Balidan of many
Karsevaks. | once
again congratulate
Hon'ble PM Shri
@narendramodi Ji for
the Pran Pratistha of
Shri RamLalla. Prayed

for the peace,
prosperity, and
happi ness of the people

of Goa. May Shri Ram
Lalla bless us all.
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#Jai ShreeRam."
Sawant and his Cabinet
colleaguesdsoshareda
group photographon X.
Whilein Goa, itisvery
much possible that
Pramod Sawant and his
colleagueswould have
impressed with the
number of peoplevisting
there.

Can Goa become the
religious and spiritual
capital of India? Of
course, it can. Theway
itismoving forwardto
achieveitsgod, itwould
become the spiritual
capital of India
Religiousand spiritual
tourism will lead to an
inclusive economic
development of thestate
with amplejob creation
opportunitiesfor Goans.
It will also help to
negate the negative
publicity that Goa
attracts. The most
important point is
enhanced revenuefor the
sateand thelowering of
pressure on leisure
tourism destinationslike
beaches. It will help
bring about abalanced
economic growth asthe
religious and spiritual
tourismwill movetothe
hinterland.

TheAuthor isaDelhi
based columnist and
former Editor

Renewable Energy Technology and Biosustainability

Saikat Kumar Basu

Renewable
technology refers to the
harnessing of energy

energy

resources that are
naturally replenishedona
humantimescale, such as
sunlight, wind, rain, tides,
waves, and geothermal
heat. Sustainability inthis
context refers to the
ability to meet the energy
needs of the present
without compromising
the ability of future
generationsto meet their
own needs. Renewable
energy technologies
contributeto sustainability
by reducing greenhouse
gasemissions, decreasing
dependence on finite

fossil  fuels, and
promoting energy
independence and
security.

Thelatest applications of
sustainable renewable
technol ogies span across
various sectors as
mentioned below. These
applicationsdemonstrate
thediversewaysinwhich
renewable energy
technologies are being
integrated into various
sectorsto address energy
challengesand contribute
to sustainability goals,
such as

Renewable Energy
Generation:
Advancements in solar,
wind, hydro, and
geothermal technologies
are being applied to

power homes,
businesses, and even
entire cities, reducing
relianceon fossil fuels.
Energy Storage:
Innovations in battery
technologies, likelithium-
ion and flow batteries,
enable the storage of
excessrenewable energy
for later use, enhancing
grid stability and
religbility.

Smart Grids: Integration
of smart grid technologies
allows for better
management and
distribution of renewable
energy, optimizing
efficiency and reducing
waste.

Electric Vehicles (EVs):
Theriseof EVspowered
by renewable energy
sources is reducing
emissions from
transportation,
contributing to cleaner air
and lower carbon
footprints.
GreenBuildingMaterids:
Sustainable building
materials, such as
bamboo, recycled stedl,
and insulated concrete
forms, are being utilized
to construct energy-
efficient and eco-friendly
buildings.

Circular Economy:
Adoption of circular
economy principles
promotes the reuse,
recycling, and
repurposing of materials,
minimizing waste and
environmental impact
acrossvariousindustries.
Precision Agriculture:
Implementation  of
renewable-powered
sensors and drones in
agriculture enhances

precision farming
techniques, optimizing
resource usage and
reducing environmental

impact.
Water Purification:
Renewable energy-

driven water purification
systems, such as solar-
powered desalination
plants, are providing
clean drinking water in
water-stressed regions.
Carbon Capture and
Utilization (CCU):
Technologies for
capturing and utilizing
carbon emissions from
industrial processes are
being developed to
mitigate greenhouse gas
emissions and combat
climate change.
Sustainable Fashion:
Renewable materiaslike
organic cotton, hemp, and
recycled polyester are
increasingly beingusedin
the fashion industry,
reducing the
environmental footprint of
clothing production.

Bio Sugtainability refersto
the capacity of biological
systems, such as
ecosystemsor organisms,
to maintain themselves
over time without
depleting resources or
causing harm to the
environment. It
encompasses practices
and technol ogiesaimed at
promoting ecological
balance, preserving
biodiversity, and ensuring
thelong-term viability of
life on Earth. This
concept often intersects
with  sustainability
principles, focusing on
biological processes and
their interactions within

ecosystems.
Biosustainability has
numerous applications
across various fields,
induding:
Agriculture:
Implementing
sustainable farming
practices to minimize
environmental impact
and preserve resources.
Biotechnology:
Developing bio-based
products, such as
biofuels, bioplagtics, and
bio-based chemicals,
which arerenewableand
environmentdly friendly.
Medicine: Utilizing
sustainable practices in
healthcare facilities,
promoting eco-friendly
medical products, and
researching
environmentally safe
pharmaceuticals.
Renewable Energy:
Harnessing energy from
renewable sources like
solar, wind, and hydro, as
well as exploring
bioenergy options such
asbiofuelsand biomass.
Conservation: Protecting
and restoring ecosystems,
preserving biodiversity,
and promoating sugtainable

land and water
management practices.
Waste Management:

Implementing strategies
for reducing, recycling, and
repurposing waste,
including composting
organic materials and
utilizing biodegradable
packaging.

Urban Planning: Designing
cities and communities
with green spaces,
sustainable transportation
options, and energy-
efficient infrastructure.
Education and Awareness:
Educating individualsand
communities about the
importance of
biosustainability and
promoting sustainable
lifestyles.

These applications aim to
ensure the long-term
health and well-being of
both ecosystems and
human societies by
harmonizing economic,
environmental, and socid
factors.

The International
Conferenceon Renewable
Energy Technologies and
Bio Sustainability
(ICRETBS 2024) at the
prestigious Mohishadol

College, Mohishadol, East
Medinipur isimportant for
multiplereasons:
Knowledge Sharing: It
provides a platform for
researchers, scientists,
policymakers, andindustry
professionalsto share the
latest advancements,
researchfindings, and best
practices in renewable
energy technologies and
biosugtainability.
Collaboration
Opportunities:
Conferences  foster
collaboration among
different stakeholders,
including academia,
industry, and government
agencies, which can lead
toinnovativesolutionsand
partnerships.

Policy Development:
Discussions at these
conferences often inform
policymakers about the
latest developments in
renewable energy
technologies and
biosustainability,
influencing policy
decisions and regulatory
frameworks.

Global Perspective: Asit's
an international
conference, participants
from various countries
bring diverse perspectives
and experiences, enriching
discussionsand promoting
global cooperation
towards sustainable
development goals.
Networking: Conferences
provide networking
opportunities for
professionals to connect,
exchange ideas, and
establish potential
collaborations or
partnerships for future
research or projects.

Education and
Awareness: These
conferences also play a
crucia role in educating
the public and raising
awareness about the
importance of renewable

energy and
biosustainability in
addressing  climate
change and

environmental challenges.
Investing in renewable
energy technologies and
biosugtainability candrive
inclusive growth, protect
natural resources, and
Secureamoresustainable
and prosperousfuturefor
India. Renewable energy
technologies and
biosustainability can
significantly change
India's future in several
ways.

Energy Independence:
By harnessing renewable
energy sources such as

solar, wind, and
hydroe ectric power, India
can reduce its

dependence on imported
fossl fuels, enhancing its
energy security and
resilience.

Environmental Protection:
Transitioning to
renewable energy
reduces greenhouse gas
emissions and air
pollution, improving public
health and mitigating
climate change impacts.
Rural Development:
Implementing
decentralized renewable
energy solutionslikesolar
mini-grids can provide
electricity toremoterural
areas, spurring economic

development and
improving living
standards.

Job Creation: The
renewable energy sector
offers significant
employment opportunities,
from manufacturing and
installation to
maintenance and
research, contributing to
economic growth and
socid stability.

Biosustainability:
Promoting sustainable
agricultural practices,
reforestation, and
biodiversity conservation
can enhance soil fertility,
water quality, and
ecosystem resilience,
ensuring long-term food

security and
environmental
sustainahility.

Resilient Infrastructure:
Integrating renewable
energy with smart grid
technologies and energy
storage systems can
enhance the resilience of
India's energy
infrastructure, reducing
the impact of natural
disasters and improving
gridreiability.
Global Leadership: By
embracing renewable
energy and
biosugtainahility, Indiacan
positionitself asaglobal
leader in clean energy
innovation and climate
action, attracting
investment and fostering
international
collaboration.
ApT 6--,409
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Telangana, preferable destination for PRESDENT OF INDIAWITNESSES AN ART EXHIBITION AT
Investments: CM Revanth Reddy

Hyderabad, Feb 27
(KCN): *“Telangana
State is the preferable
destination for
investments and the
government is ready to
provideall facilitiesto set
up industries in
Hyderabad as well asin
the districts,” said Chief
Minister A Revanth
Reddy. Briefing the
representatives of many
countries attending
BioAsia 2024
conference who had a
specia meeting with the
Chief Minister at the
HICC in Hyderabad on
Tuesday, CM Revanth
Reddy told the delegates
about the geographical
conditions of Telangana

“ /’
and other important
issues. Stating that
Hyderabad is blessed
withunity indiversity and
the law and order is
maintained strictly. Asthe
city of Hyderabad is
already a leader in IT
and Pharma sectors, the
Chief Minister said that
the government had been
making efforts to
promote the city as
number onein other fields
also. The Phrama
industry grew up in
Hyderabad after the
Congress|eadership took
initiative, he added.
“Adequate transport
facility isalso developed
across Telangana. It will
take just one and half

hours to reach any place
in the state from
Hyderabad International
Airport,” the Chief
Minister explained.
Suggesting to the
representatives to invest
in Tier-2 towns as well,
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy also explained that
the Regional Ring Road
(RRR) would be
completed in the next
three years. Western
Australia  Minister
Sanderson said that they
were ready to invest in
the Healthcare sector.
She explained to CM
Revanth Reddy that
India’s first commercial
office would be opened
in Hyderabad. The Chief

[ndliaPost unvellsL ogoof 250year sceledr ation
of establishment of K olkata GPO.

Kolkata(PATTHA

ROY):India Post
unveiled logo of
Celebration of

establishment of 250
yearsKolkata's General
Post Office which is
completing 250 yearsin
March 2024.

Kolkata G.P.O. was
established on 31st
March 1774 and opened
by then Governor
Genera of Bengal Lord
Warren Hastings at Fort
William.

Kolkata GPO is one of
themosticonic building of
Department of Post in
Kolkata and landmark
building of thecity of joy.
Department of Post is
organising painting

contest , photography

contest, sculpture
designing contest on the
theme " KolkataGPO" .
Last date of submission
of entries 05 March
2024.

India Post is welcoming
peoples participation in
250 celebration program
of Kolkata GPO .

Logo was unveiled by
Chief Post Master
General West Bengal
Circle Shri Nirgj Kumar
in presence of Post
Master Generals of
different postal regions.

Logo of 250 years
cel ebration was designed
by Shri A. Mazumdar
and theme song of the
cel ebration composed by

Shri Saikat Ghosh, both
are employees of India
Post. Logo symbolises
historical roletofuturistic
vision of India Post.
India Post is playing
catalyticrole of bridging
and connecting peoplefor
last several centuries
across the country as
well as with other
nations.

Department of Post is
organising a series of
program 14 -19th March
2024 to celebrate the
occasion.

The 250 years
celebration program is
coordinated by Shri
Tushar Kanti
Chowdhury  ADPS
(Bldg. & Philately).

Telangana; Clashes Erupt Between BJP, Congress
During Bandi Sanjay'sPrajahita Yatra

Siddipet(KCN):
Clashes erupted between
the workers of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
and the Congress party in
Telangana's Siddipet on
Tuesday.Tensions
prevailed during the
Prgjahita Yatra taken out
by BJP MP Bandi
Sanjay.According to the
BJP, Congress workers
attacked the Prahahita
Yatra when it entered the
Siddipet digtrict.

Allegedly the Congress
leaders tried to stop the
PrgahitaYatrawith sticks.
TheBJPMPBandi Sanjay
continued his yatra amid

heavy policesecurity inthe
Husnabad constituency.

The Bandi Sanjay team
also shared a video of
people (Congress
workers) throwing stones
during the Prajahita
Yatra.Bandi Sanjay spoke
totheMediaandtook adig
at Congress MLA from
Husnabad constituency,
Ponnam Prabhakar, "If |
loseinthiseection, | will
takepoaliticd retirement but
if the congress party
candidate loses in this
electionwill she (Ponnam
Prabhakar) do the same."
Further warning the
Congress party, Bandi

Sanjay said, "l had respect
and love for you, but you
are thinking it's
cowardness. | am not a
coward. If you show
arrogance like the BRS
party, peoplewill show their
anger likethey didtoBRS.
The Husnabad is a very
peaceful placebut they are
trying to instigate and
create law and order
gtugtion.”

On February 11, BJP's
Telanganaunit announced
the'VijayaSankapaYatra
that will cover fiveregions
in the state ahead of the
upcoming Lok Sabha
elections.

Minister dso explainedto
the representatives of
Western Australia the
investment potential in
healthcare, health tourism
and health skilling. World
Economic Forum MD
Jeremy Jurgens also
called on CM Revanth
Reddy. Advising to
invest in the agricultural
sector and focus mainly
on commercial crops, the
Chief Minister explained
that Telangana’'s soil
quality would be fit to
grow 26 types of crops
and there was a good
demand for organic
products in the future.
“Telangana Government
is preparing a digital
health profile of all

residents in the state,”
The Chief Minister
informed Jeremy
Jurgens. CM Revanth
Reddy suggested to
Belgium Ambassador
Dedir Vander Hasak to
invest in the green
hydrogen sector. Some
other industrialists came
forward to invest in the
Semiconductor sector. The
Chief Minister assured
them that the government
would provide required
infrastructure including
land to those who would
come forward to set up
industries. . IT Minister
Sridhar Babu and other
senior officidsparticipated
inthemesting.

RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN CULTURAL CENTRE

NewDelhi,(KCN): The
President of India, Smt
Droupadi  Murmu
witnessed an Art
Exhibition a Rashtrapati
Bhavan Cultura Centre
today (February 27,
2024). The paintings
displayed at the
Exhibition were created
by the Artists who
stayed at Rashtrapati
Bhavan from February

21 to 27, 2024 under
theArtist-in-Residency
initiative ‘SRIJAN
2024’

The 13 artists who are
part of the Residency
programme include
somesenior artistssuch
as Vasudeo Kamath,
Nihar Das and Kavita
Nayar aswdl asbudding
artistssuch asJayashree
Jena, Manish Kumar

Gond and and Pratap
Badatya. During their
stay, artists participated
invariousactivitieslike
painting workshops,
panel discussionsetcin
which students from
variousschools/colleges
of Delhi wereinvited.

These paintingswill be
exhibited in the
Rashtrapati Bhavan
Museumfor thepublic.

Completely Ineffective”: India On UN
Security Council Over Russia-Ukraine Conflict

New York: India's
Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations Ruchira
Kamboj has questioned
the United Nations
Security Council for not
being able to resolve the
conflict between Russia
and Ukraine that has
continued for over two
years.

Calling for reforming
"outdated and archaic
structures," Ms Kamboj
in the United Nations
General  Assembly
meeting on the situation
in Ukrainesaid that India
is concerned over the
situation in Ukraine and
reiterated PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi's
statement "thisis not an
era of war."

During his meeting with
Russian President
Vladimir Putin on the
sidelines of Shanghai
Cooperation Summit
(SCO) in Samarkand in
2022, PM Modi had said,
"thisisnot an eraof war."
"At the present juncture,
as the conflict has
continued for two years
unabated, we, the
Committee of UN
Member States, must
pause and ask ourselves
two pressing questions.
One, are we anywhere
near a possible
acceptable solution?And
if not, why isit that the
UN system particularly
its principal organ, the
United Nations Security
Council, mandated to
primarily  maintain
international peace and
security. Why is it
rendered completely
ineffective to the
resolution of the ongoing
conflict?," Ms Kamboj
said.

"For multilateralismto be
effective, outdated and
archaic structures need
reform and reinvention,

elsetheir credibility will
aways be on the wane.
And unless we fix that
systemic flaw, we will
continue to be found
wanting," shesaid.
India's Permanent envoy
to the United Nations
said that the member
states must remain
focussed on shared
objectives to achieve
development goals. She
stressed that member
states should aim for
more cooperation asthey
continue to make efforts
to achieving the
sustai nable devel opment
goals (SDGs) back on
track.

Ms Kamboj said, "I will
reiterate Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's
assertion that 'thisis not
an era of war'. We must
remain focused on our
shared objectives to
achieve our devel opment
goalsand the partnership
and cooperation that we
will need for achieving
these."

"As we the member
states, striveto bring the
process of achieving the
SDGsback ontrack, and
as we endeavor to forge
asignificant pact for the
future, we should aimfor
more cooperation and not
less. It is crucial,
therefore, to keep the
faith, to keep the
convictioninthe power of
dialogue and diplomacy,
which have reliably and
awaysserved humanity's
progress,” Ms Kamboj
said.

Highlighting India's
stance amid the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine, Ms
Kamboj said that India
has consistently stated
that escalation of
hostiltiesand violenceis
in the interest of no one.
She stated that India has
called for making efforts
for early cessation of

hodtilitiesand returning to
path of dialogue and
diplomacy.

Ever since the war
erupted between Russia
and Ukraine, India has
called for resolving the
conflict through dialogue
and diplomacy.

Ruchira Kamboj said,
"India continues to
remain concerned over
the situation in Ukraine.
We have consistently
held the position that no
solution can ever come
at the cost of human
lives. The escalation of
hostilitiesand violenceis
in no one's interest. We
have hence urged from
the outset that all efforts
be made for an early
cessation of hostilities
and for an urgent return
to the path of dialogue
and diplomacy.”

She further said, "We
have said so before, the
global order that we all
subscribe to is based on
international law, the
principles of the UN
Charter, and respect for
theterritorid integrity and
sovereignty of all states.
Engaging in dialogue
stands asthe sole path to
resolving conflicts and
differences, no matter
how insurmountablesuch
a course may seem at
present.”

Stressing importance of
participation of all
stakeholders critical for

lasting peace, Ms
Kamboj said, "The path
to peace requires us to
keep all channels of
diplomacy open. Hence,
sincere and practical
engagement amongst all
stakeholders can help
improve understanding
and reduce the gap
between  divergent
positions. The
wholehearted
participation and
commitment of all
stakeholders will be
critical for stable and
lasting peace. A focuson
alleviating the
consequences of the
conflict, will beof lasting
benefit globally,
especially for the most
vulnerable societies and
economies.”

She noted that some of
the economic pitfalls
faced by developing
nations were brought at
the G20 agenda during
India's G20 Presidency.
She said that India's
approach to conflict
between Russia and
Ukraine will continue to
remain people-to-people
centric. Ms Kamboj
called for avodiing steps

that endanger the
possibility of dialogueand
negotiations.

MsKamboj said, "Indids
G20 presidency has
ensured that some of
those economic pitfalls
faced by developing

countries were brought
to the forefront of the
G20 agenda, and through
a  consensus-based
approach, a roadmap
agreed upon. which also
provided solutions for
countries facing debt
distress. Looking ahead,
India's approach to the
Ukraine conflict will
continue to be people-
centric.”

"We are providing both
humanitarian assistance
to Ukraine and economic
support to some of our
neighbors in the Global
South facing economic
distress. We need to
avoid steps which
endanger the possibility
of dialogue and
negotiations," she added.
On February 24, 2022,
Russialaunched military
offensive in Ukraine.
Theinvasion hasbecome
the largest attack on a
European nation since
World War 1.

On February 25,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
admitted that at least
31,000 soldiershavedied
in the ongoing war with
Russia, CNN reported.
This statement comes
oneday after marking the
second anniversary of
Russia's ‘'full-scale
invasion'.
Whileaddressing apress
conference, President
Zelenskyy disputed
Russian claims of much
higher numbers when it
comes to Ukrainian
casualties. TheUkrainian
president also said "tens
of thousands of civilians
in occupied parts of the
country" havebeenkilled.
Ukraine's battlefield
losses are a closely
guarded secret, but US
officials estimate some
70,000 soldiershavebeen
killed - and nearly twice
that number wounded, as
reported by CNN.
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Tiger Population On Rise

Bhubaneswar (K CN):
WithTiger Populationon
rise, Susanta Nanda,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife) and Chief
Wildlife  Warden
(CWW) ison Cloud9.
Shri Nanda, an ardent
wildlifelover hasbeen
hyperactivein protection
of wildlifeinthe State.
Thanksto hisleadership
inwildlifemanagement,
thelatest Report onAll
OdishaTiger EStimation
reveals total Tiger
number at 30 with 8
cubs of less than one
yed.

The Stateof Odishaisa
part of Central Indian
and Eastern Ghats

Landscape and the
forest cover accountsfor
33.50 Percent of the
state' stotal geographic
area(India State of the
Forest Report, 2021).

There is one national
park, one proposed
national park and
nineteen wildlife
sanctuaries in Odisha.
AspertheAll IndiaTiger
Esimation (AITE), 2022
report, minimum 17
tigers were camera
trappedin Odisha, which
waslargely confined to
Similipd Tiger Resarve.
Inorder tokeep aclose
track of its tiger
population and devel op
appropriate
management strategy,

the All Odisha Tiger
Estimation (AOTE),
2023-2024 was
conducted, which
spanned across 47
foresdivisons ameda
much more intensive
state-level tiger
monitoring.

A State-level field
survey was conducted
to look for tiger signs
such as pugmarks,
scrapes, scats, rakes,
urinespray, vocdization
and livestock
depredation. Sites
where the direct and
indirect signs of tigers
were found with
certainty, were
intensively camera
trapped to arrive at the

minimum number of
uniqueadult tigersbased
onther digtinctivestripe
pattern. Camera trap

image based
identification of tigersis
ascientifically accepted
methodology andisaso
used in the All India
Tiger Estimation
exXercises.

A totd of 27 uniqueadult
tigers were camera
trapped in Odisha

during the AOTE
exercise, comprisng 14
females and 13 males.
Evidence of another 3
adult tigers were also
seen in the Similipal
tiger reserve, which
have not been camera
trapped.

With 24 adult unique
tigers, Similipal Tiger
Reserve currently
holdsthe largest share
of the state’s tiger

population. Similipal
currently holdsall the
adult female tigers of
the state.

Intotal, 13 adult tigers
(seven femalesand six
males) were found to
be pseudomelanisticin
Similipal, and no other
wild habitat in the
world has pseudo-
melanistictigers.
Seven cubswhichwere
of lessthan 1 year also
photo-captured in
Similipal. Apart from
Similipal, the Hirakud
Wildlife Division and
Paralakhemundi
Territorial Forest
Division, each holds
oneadult maletiger.
Another adult maetiger

wasasofoundtoutilize
Greater Similipal tiger
L andscape.

The tiger abundance
hasincreasedin Odisha
from the previous
estimate of AITE,
2022. Similipal Tiger
Reserve, which
currently harbors 27
unique adult
individuals, has also
witnessed anincrease
from 16 tigerscaptured
through CameraTraps
in 2021-2022.

This growth has
resulted from strict
management actions
and scientific
conservation practices.
The images of eight
uniquetiger cubsduring

AOTE, 2023, indicatea
recovering populationin
Similipal landscape.
Smilipd istheonly place
on earth to boast the
pseudomeanigtictigers.
The presence of three
uniqueadult maletigers
camera-trapped in
Hirakud  Wildlife
Divison, Pard akhemundi
Territorial Division,
Keonjhar Territoria and
Keonjhar Wildlife
Divisonlookspromising
and provideshopefor a
better futurefor tigersin
these habitats. Apart
fromtheseregions, there
isexcdlent potentia for
tiger recovery in
SatkosiaTiger Reserve
and SunabedaWildlife
Sanctuary.

Neglected Mahurigarh fort

Berhampur (KCN):
The historical
Mahurigarhfort, theseat
of erstwhile Mahuri
royals near Aska in
Ganjamdidtrict,isonthe
vergeof extinctiondueto
lack of proper upkeep
and government apathy.
Ganjamdigrictisfull of
antiquities. Mahurigarh
fort is one such
monumentwhichmirrors
therich cultura heritage
of thedidtrict.

Howeve, itisfast fading
intooblivion. Academics
and higtorianslament thet
the medieval era
Mahurigarh fort, which
once stood asthesilent
witness to the attack
launched by the East
IndiaCompany, isnow
inruins. Mahurigarhis
located on the outskirts
of Berhampur under
Kukudakhandi block of
Ganjam district. The
diganceof Mahurigarhis
around 15 km from
Berhampur town and 8
km from Kanishi on
Nationa Highway-16. It
came into existence
when Puri royal
Purushottam Dev
returned home after
victory in Kanchi war.
He stopped mid-way
and donated land there
to all hissardars (army

commanders) and
directed themto become
kings. His two

commanders Somargj
and Bhimara) received
Mahurigarh as their
province to rule. The

royal province was
named asMahurigarhas
the two commanders
played‘Mahuri’ (apiece
of musical instrument)
duringthewar. Somarg
wasanointed astheking
of the princely state
while Bhimara] was
anointed as his‘ Thata
Raja (deputy) in 1450.
TheMahuri royd lineage
consisted of Somarg,
his son Purushottam
Singh, Purushottam’s
son Dhruba Singh and
his descendants. The
Mahuri princely state,
conggtingof 411villages
and seven forts, was
spread over 521 square
mile area. The seven
forts are Mahudagarh,
Satapahandia,
Pandigjholi, Nuagaon,
Nalihada, Dengapadar
and  Narayanpur.
Mahurigarh or Mahuda
was the capital of the
princely state.
Mahurigarh, ruled by the
Mahuri roya family for
SiX generations, had a
Jagannath temple and
many historical relics
and antiquities apart
from the royal palace.
However, bad days
followed soon as the
French army attacked
Mahurigarhin 1755. The
Mahuri roya foughtwith
the French army and
managed to save his
fort.

Later, thearmy of East
India Company
attacked Mahurigarh
andtriedto captureitin

1765. The East India
Company pulled down
several temples and
mutts during thewar to
inflict humiliationonthe
Mahuri royas. Back-to-
back battles pushed the
Mahuri royal into
distresswhile disputes
withintheroyal family

aggravated the
problems.
Accordingtohistorians,

the then Mahuri royal
Harihar Narendra Dev
wasassassinated by his
brothers, December 10,
1782. Family disputes
and enmity weakened
the royal family and it
became difficult to
collect revenue from
the people in the
kingdom. Asaresult,
the then British
government auctioned
the princely state asit
failed to deposit Rs
60,000 towards
outstanding revenueto
the British treasury in
1832-33. There was
no end to the Mahuri
royal family’swoesas
the princely state had
tofaceadrought from
1837 to 1840. The
unending hurdles
forced the Mahuri
royal family to shift
their base to
Berhampur from
Mahuda. As a result,
the historical
Mahurigarh  was
pushed to obscurity
and left abandoned.
The then British
government took over

the governance of
Mahurigarh and paid
somealowancesto the
Mahuri royal and
asked them to live at
Berhampur. Thisisthe
reason behind the
destruction of
Mahurigarh, noted
historian and
researcher Anantram
Kar Koundinya said.
Mahurigarh hasturned
into a haunted house
with wild shrubs and
creepers growing all
over the fort. Locals
said that the placeis
visited by historians,
researchers  and
people from various
parts of the state
during the picnic
season. The state
government  has
declared 21 sitesinthe
district astourist sites.
However, it is yet to
givetourist sitetag to
the historical
Mahurigarh. The
Berhampur University
isconducting research
on various subjects but
has forgotten to take
note of Mahurigarh.
Professor Geetanjali
Das, Vice Chancellor
of Berhampur
University, assured to
review the matter and
takestepstofindif there
Is any rock edict and

matter of interest
regarding Mahurigarh.
When contacted,

Collector Dibyajyoti
Paridasaid stepswill be
taken to protect the
historicd Mahurigarh.
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ADMISSION OPEN

Maharishi Public School, Baripada

STD-NURSERY TO VIII

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY

(Special discount for new admission before 15.03,202))

Find the Difference
- Smal] Classes

- Experienced, trained & loving teachers.
- Individual attention to each child.

- Regular meditation and yoga.

- Unique exam system, evaluation & Principles etc.

25% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL

Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact ;

Call-9438102188, 06792-255227

Time : 8.00 A.M. to 12.00 noon
E-mail- mps.bpd{@gmail.com

Find us on

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Emphasis on gender equality and role of women in fisheries sector Is
the need of the hour :Dr. Meena Kumari, Former DDG (Fy. )

Kolkata,(KCN):The
women involved in
fishery in the country
met in a conclave on
“Women empowerment
in fisheries’ in the 13th
Indian Fisheries and
Aquaculture Forum on
23rd February 2024. All
thewomen present inthe
conclaveincluding about
350 fisher women and
significant number of
researchersunanimously
felt that there is serious
need of raising the voice
for gender equality and
role of women in
fisheries sector starting
from the production to
processing to marketing.
Earlier, in the morning
while inaugurating the
conference, Hon'ble
ParshottamRupala Ji,
Minister of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and

Dairying, Government
of India made a special
mention of women
fishers' contributionand
urged upon thegathering
to focus on easing out
their hardships. The
three days conference
(23-25 February)has
been organized by
ICAR - Central Inland
Fisheries Research
Institute (ICAR-CIFRI)
in collaboration with the
Asian Fisheries Society
Indian Branch (AFSIB),
Inland Fisheries Society
of India (IFSI), and the
Professional Fisheries
Graduates Forum
(PFGF), at Biswa
Bangla Convention
Centre — Kolkata to
discuss on a roadmap
for a brighter, more
resilient futurefor Indian
fisheries and

aquaculture, aligning with
sustainable development
goals (SDGs) and the
vision “Viksit
Bharat@2047” of
Hon' ble Prime Minister of
India

Realising its importance,
the organizers held a
special session on this
subject on the first day of
the three days
conference. The session
waschaired by Dr. Meena
Kumari, Former DDG
(Fisheries sciences) and
cochaired by Dr. Kiran
Dubey, Emeritusscientit,
ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai
strong advocates of the
subject. Dr. NikitaGopal,
Head, Extension
Information and Statistics
Division, ICAR-CIFT
delivered the lead talk on
“Gender equity for
sustainable future of

DalmiaBharat CeleoratesEmpowerment of 18000
women on I nternational Day of Rural Women
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Bhuban&shwar,(KCN).
Dalmia Bharat Group,
India’'s leading
conglomerate  with
businessesin cement and
sugar, announces the
successful
empowerment of 18000
women on International
Day of Rural Women.
Through the
establishment of Self-
Help Groups (SHGs),
these women are
provided essential skill
training and access to
vital resources for
sustainable livelihood
development. In
collaboration with various
organisationslikeNRLM,
NABARD, etc. Damia
Bharat organizesvarious
training initiatives like
micro-enterprise
development, handicraft
production and othersin
both farming and non-
farming sectors. All
these activities are
conducted in
communities settled
around their regions of
operation across 12
states in India. These
initiatives aim to upskill
rural women to empower
them, diversify their
income sources and
provide accessto formal
credit systems. Two
notable initiatives in
Odisha include Project
Hastakala — upskilling
women artisans and
enterprise development
viamushroom cultivation
in communities
surroundingitsfacilitiesin
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Cuttack Ra;gangpur and
Lanjiberna  Mines.
Dalmia Bharat has
enabled over 10,000
women in Odisha to
become financially
independent earning a
monthly income ranging
from Rs.4000 to Rs8000,
significantly improving
theirindividua well-being
and the ability to support
their families.

Commenting on the
company’sinitiatives on
International Day of
Rural Women Mr. Ashok
K. Gupta, CEO, Damia
Bharat Foundation said,
“Rural  women in
devel oping countriesplay
a vital role in food
security and economic
development but face
severe marginalization,
including limited land
ownership, higher
illiteracy rates and
unequal earnings
compared to men.
Dalmia Bharat is
dedicated to uplifting
marginalized  rural
women through holistic
programs that bolster
their income while
managing household
responsibilities. Our
commitment aligns with
UN Sustainable Goals,
promoting self-reliance
and gender equdity for an
inclusive and sustainable
India, where empowered
women drive community
and national
development.”

Project Hastakala is an
‘earning with joy’ skill
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development programme
where women are
trained in the unique tie
& dye batik products.
Thisprojectisconducted
in tribal areas of
Jhagarpur & Katang
panchayat in Odisha.
After witnessing
immense success at
national exhibitions,
Dalmia Bharat
introduced the SADRI.e
brand for promoting the
handmade batik products
like bedsheets,
handkerchievs, scarves
etc. through multiple
marketing platforms.
Another  successful
initiative  includes
enterprise devel opment
through mushroom
cultivation. Dalmia
Bharat actively
facilitates training
programs and market
linkage support for SHG
women, equipping them
to earn an additional
monthly income of Rs.
5000 by establishing
their own cultivation
units.

International Day of
Rural Women, observed
annually on 15th
October, celebrates the
vital role of rural women
in agriculture, food
security, and rural
development. It
highlights the need to
empower them, address
inequalities, and aligns
with global goals for
gender equality and
sustainable development.

aquaculture and
fisheries” andexplained
how role of women in

fisheriessector isvisibly
invisble.
Dr. Kiran Dubey briefed

about diverse role of
women in society and
fisheries sector and

highlighted need for
acknowledging the
opportunity cost
associated with their
activities. Thepanellists
also shared their views
and research
experience on gender
rolesin the sector. The
panel discussed how
women access to the
money/economic gains
earned by them in the
sector is questionable
and emphasized on
need for ensuring
women’s financial
independence to
strengthen their
mainstreaming in the
sector. The house also
discussed on the
opportunities for
entrepreneurship

development for
women in fisheriesand
need for women
friendly technologies.
The house agreed that
the gender
mai nstreaming requires
gender sensitive and
socially inclusive
policies, programsalong
with monitoring and
evaluation. The chair
also urged the scientific
personnelpresent to
integrate gender studies
in their research
projects. The women
fishersattending the
session opened their
m i n d s
freelyinexpressing their
hardships and also
shared their views for
betterment of the sector.

Eastern Command of Indian Army & Red FM Celebrate
Vijay DiwasWith The Guts& Glory - Salute 71

Bhubaneswar : 93.5 RED
FM, India's leading
private radio and
entertainment network
is thrilled to announce
its partnership with the
Eastern Command of
the Indian Army to
commemorate Vijay
Diwas with a grand
celebration titled "Guts
and Glory - Salute 71."
This event aims to pay
tribute to the historic
victory of the 1971 war
and honor the brave
soldiers who made it
possible. As part of this
unique initiative, Red
FM will captivate its
audience on-air with
narrations of intriguing

war stories that depict
the valiant efforts of
the Indian armed
forces during the 1971
war. Listeners will
have the opportunity to
learn about the heroic
deeds of our soldiers,
their unwavering spirit,
and the sacrifices they
made to ensure our
nation's victory. Red
FM will also collate all
stories as episodes
under a podcast, which
will be available on
various audio
streaming platforms.

Reflecting on the
announcement,
Lieutenant General
Rana Pratap Kalita,

Airtel Xstream Fiber unlocks
its NEW All-in-One plans

Bhubaneswar: To serve the needs of premium
households who want the next generational
connectivity and entertainment experience, Bharti
Airtel (“Airtel”), India's premier communications
solutions provider, has once again raised the bar in
the home broadband segment with the launch of three
new all-in-one plans built for the evolving
entertainment needs of today’s connected homes.
Vir Inder Nath, CEO — Homes, Bharti Airtel had
this to say: “Our new plans are built for India's
emerging entertainment needs. Through these bundle
offersweplanto offer our discerning customersgreat
value, convenience and unlock amulti-faceted digital

experience.”

Increased broadband consumption in Indian homes
has given rise to the phenomena of hybrid viewing,
where familiesarelooking to consume OTT content
on the TV screen along with linear TV without the
hasd e of managing multiple subscriptionsand devices.
Airtel’s plans are the first of their kind in terms of
catering to the evolving entertainment needs of the
whole family and come with: Subscription to 17
premium OTTsto gowith unlimited data. Thisincludes
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney+ Hotstar and Airtel
Xstream Premium ((SonyL.iv, Lionsgate, Hoichoi and
11 more OTTs). 350+ TV channels covering the best
of linear TV. Airtel 4K Xstream TV Box* that allows
youtoenjoy OTT andlinear TV content withasingle

device and single remote.

said “1 am delighted to
know that Red FM has
taken the initiative to
narrate stories of
valour and courage of
our soldierswho fought
in the 1971 war. In our
vision to salute the
bravery of the heroes,
we are delighted to
present to you Guts &
Glory - Salute 71, as
part of this year Vijay
Diwas Celebration. We
are hopeful to present
adeeper insight into the
triumphant moment of
Indian history."

Speaking on the
announcement, Nisha
Narayanan, Director &
COO, RED FM, and

Magic FM, said,“Onthe
occasion of Vijay
Diwas, we are elated to
be joining hands with
the Eastern Command
of the Indian Army to
honor the lives of the
1971 war veterans. Our
army men live through
times that are
unimaginableto us. The
sacrifice of our
veterans is truly
unfathomable but as a
brand, we are looking
forward to
commending the valor
of the keepers of our
nation. The Guts &
Glory - Salute 71
initiative will also
recognize the unsung

heroes who walk
amongst us as common
citizens. We are
hopeful that these
stories will enrich us
with empathy and
esteem for the gallant
troops who made the
ultimate sacrifice for
our freedom.”

The initiative will be
rolled out in 12 East-
Indian stations namely,
Kolkata, Bhubaneswar,
Asansol, Sliguri,Agartda,
Patna, Muzzafarpur,
Jamshedpur, Guwahati,
Shillong, Aizwal, and
Gangtok. Tune in to 93.5
RED FM tolistento these
sories.

EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCESAWAIT
SINGAPOREAIRLINESCUSTOMERS

Singapore: Airlines
(SIA) today unveiled its
all-new flagship
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges at
Singapore Changi Airport
Terminal 3,following a
S$50 millionre-design,
upgrade, and expansion
project. This willfurther
enhance the on-ground
customer experience at
theAirling smain hub,and
comes asthe demand for
international air travel
from and through
Singapore takes off once
again.

The Private Room,
theFirst Classsection of
the SilverKris Lounge,
the Business Class
section of the SilverKris
Lounge, and the
KrisFlyer Gold Lounge
can collectively
accommodate around
1,150 customers within

their 6,100 square-
metres, translating
to30% more seats and
space. Thisaso doubles
the capacity that was
available during the
pandemicwhile the
upgradingworks were
going on. TheAirlinehas
createda sanctuarythat
has been
thoughtfullydesigned to
enhance the comfort and
convenience of diverse
groups of travellers, and
meet their evolving needs
in the coming
years.Customers will be
ableto enjoy world-class
productsand services, as
well as enticingfood and
beverage options, around
the clock at the lounges
beforetheir flight.

Mr Goh Choon Phong,
Chief Executive Officer,
SingaporeAirlines, said:
“Extensive customer

engagement and
research havegone into
the design of the new
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges.
Customerswill enjoy
thoughtfully
curatedproduct offerings
andexperience  the
signhatureSingapore
Airlines hospitality,
allwithina comfortable
and restful environment,
ensuring that they are
refreshed and ready for
their journey.

“Openingthesel ounges
at this time signals our
commitment to SIA’s
premium brand and
growth strategy. It
reinforcesour position as
Changi Airport’s anchor
airline, and reflects our
confidence in
Singapore’sfuture as a
pre-eminent global air
hub.”

WHEC recognizesAmritaVishwaVidyapeetham
asexcellenceworldwidein Gender Equality

Barcelona: Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham
was invited to the
UNESCO World Higher
Education Conference
(WHEC), which recently
took place in Barcelona,
Spain. UNESCO
recognized Amritaasone
of five universities of
excellenceworldwidefor
itsperformancein gender
equality.

The WHEC aims to
reshape ideas and
practices in higher

education to ensure
sustainable devel opment
for the planet and
humanity, as well as to
define and prepare a
roadmap for a new era
of higher education.

As the world comes out
of COVID-19, the
WHEC’s goals and
strategic scope remain,
and the new timeframe
represents an opportunity
to deepen and expand
common efforts of
knowledge production,

policy dialogue,
exchange, and
networking.

S w a m i
Amritaswarupananda
Puri, President of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
participated in a round
table called
“Universities’
Contribution to Gender
Equality: A global
perspective’. Adding to
his views Swami
Amritaswarupananda
expressed how Amritais

making a difference in
terms of gender equality
and which policies have
been put into place at the
university level. Gender
equality isnumber fivein
theUnited Nations' list of
17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs).He explained
how the culture of gender
equality is not
implemented only in
terms of policies within
Amrita, but also
practiced in spirit.

Theround tableincluded
Dr. Gloria Bonder,
UNESCO Chair on
Women, Science and
Technology; Dr. Ricardo

Vilanueva Lomeli,
Rector General,
University of
Guadalajara; Ms.

Elizabeth Shepherd,
L eader of the
Consultancy team, Times
Higher Education; and
Dr. Victoria Galan-
Muros, Chief of
Research and Analysis,




Manchester City boss Guardiola warns Not sureif Joe
Grealisntofind rhythmfor FA Cup cl

M anchester :Manchester
City manager Pep
Guardiolareckons that

midfielder Jack
Grealish must
immediately regain his

rhythm after returning
frominjury toforcehis
way back into the
Premier League club's
starting lineup. Grealish
was a key player in
City's treble-winning
season last year, but his
performance this
season has been
disappointing, withonly
three goalsin 26 games
acrossall competitions.
The England
international has not
played for City since
sufferingagroininjury
in a 3-1 Champions
League win over FC
Copenhagen earlier this
month and was
benched in Saturday's
1-0 win against

wearw. Thakalimgac hromiciy

Bournemouth. "Heisthe
same player, he has the
same manager, and the
way we play has not
changed," Guardiolatold
reporters on Monday
ahead of City's FA Cup
fifth-round clash against
Luton Town.

"It's just the way he has
performed. That's the
difference. | said from
day one, weneed him. He
has a special quality for
our team. But it depends
on him. Hopefully hecan
do a good last three
months."
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Grealish has had limited
playing minutes this
season, with four of his
19 starts coming in the
Community Shield, the
European Super Cup, and
both Club World Cup
matchesin Saudi Arabia.
He last started a league
game on December 30th
against Sheffield United,
when hewasreplaced by
youngster Oscar Bobb
after 52 minutes.

Gredlish is not the first
player to goin and out of
Guardiola'ssguad, given
the expectations the

former Barcelona and
Bayern Munich coach
setson hisplayers. The
England international
has also been told that
he will not be alowed
time to adjust to life
back in the City squad.
"I cannot give players
three or four games to
get their rhythm," added
Guardiola. "They have
to find the rhythm to
play for 20 minutes or
90. At ahigh level, the
team don't wait to befit.
You cannot give
someone three or four
games to be fit. What
about the 10 who don't
play? They deserve not
toplay?You haveto see
thetraining sessionsand
all thesmall details. The
players don't have to
convince me. They
have to convince
themselves that they
deserveto play."
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sy Bazball, says Mi

Ranchi:Former
Australia pacer Mitchell
Johnson has said heisn't
sureif Joe Root needsto
play Bazball in Tests,
especially with England
having alot of attacking
playersintheir side.
Root was a topic of
discussionashestruggled
in the first two matches
and his dismissa in the
Rajkot Test was widely
criticised. In his column
on Nightly, Johnson said
that Root is similar to
someone like Steve
Smith and Marnus
Labuschagne and needs
timeto settlein.

"His captain Ben Stokes
and coach Brendon
McCullum have
defended it — as you
would expect. McCullum
also defended the way
Root has been going
about it in this new
regime."

"Root is their Smith or

v ,

Marnus Labuschagne.
He is a more correct
player. Someone who
needs to get himself in,
watch the ball and leave
it when required," said
Johnson.

Not sure he needs to
Bazball: Johnson on Root
Johnson went on to say
that England needs to
find the right balance
between aggression and

HRONICLE

defence in order to be
more successful.
Johnson also said that
Root has been one of the
best for avery long time
and doesn't necessarily
need to play in the
current regime's mantra.
"I said this during the
Ashes series. It's not a
new thing to be
aggressive as a batting
unit. If England find the

Onthisoccasion, thei_r Skill wasbetter than ours:;

NewDelhi:Ben Stokes,
the England captain,
heaped praise on the
Indian spin trio of R
Ashwin, RavindraJadeja
and Kuldeep Yadav for
using the conditions to
their advantage and
ensuring his team's
batters were challenged
after India secured a
five-wicket winin Ranchi
to gain an unassailable 3-
1 lead in the five-match
series. The three Indian
spinnerscombined to bag
15 of the 20 English
wickets in the Test.

"It'salwaysdisappointing
being onthelosing team,”
Stokes admitted on
Sunday. "L ooking back at
when we had our chance
to bat yesterday, cricket
is always skill against
skill. Ashwin, Jadejaand
Kuldeep and the
conditions we found
ourselvesin against them

were very, very
challenging. When India
have asniff in conditions
like that, any team is
goingtofindit hardto not
only keep the scoreboard
ticking but rotate the
strike. You've got to give
themalot of credit for the
way in which they
bowled in  very
favourable conditions.
On this occasion, their
skill was better than ours
yesterday."

England had Indiaonthe
mat after piling on 353
runs in the first innings
and then reducing the
hosts to 177 for 7.
However, Dhruv Jurel -
playing hissecond Test -
took the contest away
from the visitors with a
well-compiled 90. Togive
him company, wereNo 9,
10and 11, none of whom
have great credentials
with the bat. Despitethat,

England took a 46-run
lead in the first innings,
but lost themomentumin
the second innings with
thebat, folding up for 145
on Day 3, which turned
the course of the contest.
However, Stokes doesn't
want to pin the blame on
the team's batting failure
in the second innings
alone. "You can say
everything is a missed
chance when it doesn't
gowsell but | think you've
just got to give so much
credit to the way India's
spinners bowled in that
very, very crucial period
of the game. It was very
obvious they sensed an
opportunity to really put
usunder pressure. When
you've got three world-
class spinners operating
inconditionslikethat, you
know you're going to be
up againstit. That period
yesterday after lunch

was the game. But we
always still felt in the
game; trying to bowl
India out for 190 on a
wicket that was offering
alot of assistance."

Unlikethetypical Bazball
way, England opted to
take a more reserved
approachto batting inthe
second innings. Much of
that waswitnessed in the
first innings itself where
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Joe Root returned to his
conventional style and
led England's batting
charge with a century. It
was England's slowest
scoring rate since Stokes
and M cCullum took over
thereinsof the Test side.
Stokes admitted that it
wasaconscious decision
and not dictated by
England's unwillingness
to go on the offensive

New Zealand pacer Nell Wagner
retiresfrom inter national cricket

Christchurch: Veteran
New Zealand pacer
Neil Wagner hasretired
from international
cricket, calling time on
his 64-Test career,
bowing out as the
nation's fifth-highest
wicket-taker with 260
scalps. Wagner was
picked in the squad for
the two-Test series
against Australia
gartingin Wellington on
Thursday but was told
by selectors he would
not feature in either the
opener or the second
match in Christchurch.
He will then be
released from the squad
before the second Test
in Christchurch. This
marks his departure
from the international
cricket scene, leaving
behind a legacy of 260
Test wickets, ranking
him fifth on New
Zealand's all-time
charts. Additionally, his
remarkable strike rate

of 52.7 issurpassed only
by the legendary Sir
Richard Hadlee amongst
New Zealanders with
100 Test wicketsor more.
Hailing originally from
South Africa, he shifted
to Dunedin back in 2008
to join Otago for
domestic cricket.
Subsequently, in2018, he
moved to Papamoa to
play for the Northern
Districts. His Test debut
occurred against the

West Indies at North
Soundin2012, and it was
against the same team
five years later that he
achieved his career-best
figures of 7 for 39 in a
Test match held in
Wellington.

"It's been an emotional
week," the South Africa-
born 37-year-old said on
Tuesday. "It'snot easy to
step away from
something you've given
so much to and got so

much out of, but it's now
timefor othersto step up
and take this team
forward."

He made his retirement
announcement during a
press conference held at
the Basin Reserve in
Wellington, accompanied
by New Zeadand's head
coach and selector, Gary
Stead. Wagner clarified
that while he intends to
play first-classcricket, he
believesthe moment has

arrived to bid adieu to
Test matches.

Wagner also played a
major roleinhelping New
Zedand to the inaugural
ICC World Test
Championship title, with
the pacer collecting three
wickets in the side that
defeated India by eight
wickets in Southampton
in  2021. "They
sometimes say whenyou
think about retirement,
you're screwed in a
way," he added. "I
thought it was the right
timeto step down and let
the other guys come in
and do what we've been
doing as a group for
several years and
obviously grow that
attack."It's never easy.
It's an emotional road.
It's a big roller coaster,
butit's... thetimeto pass
that baton on and leave
that Black Capinagood
place for the rest to take
it and hopefully grow
their legacy forward."

just because the pitch
was assisting spinners.
"Nothingisimpossible, |
wouldn't say that. But it
washighonimpossibleto
operate how we wanted
to. But one thing is that
we don't tell people how
to go out and play. What
we dois give people the
freedom and the
confidenceto go out and
assesstheway they think
is best for them, but aso
for the team, in every
single situation. It was
very, very tough
yesterday.

"I thought Foakes read
the situation very well,
dragging the game out as
long as he could while
ticking the board over
because every run was
going to be crucia. We
obviously would have
liked morebut thelonger
that game drew out, it
gave us more of an

opportunity to exploit a
pitch that was always
going to get harder to bat
on."lt is the first Test
series loss for England

under the Stokes-
McCullum leadership.
England's over-

aggressiveintent at times
backfired for them during
the series and led to a
wave of criticism, none
more than Joe Root's
dismissal onthethird day
of the Rajkot Test, when
he mistimed a reverse
scoop to the dip fielder.
Despite the loss, Stokes
believes there is little
reason to backtrack from
their method of playing
cricket which has not
only brought the team
tremendous success so
far but also entertained
the audiences.

"That issomethingwill be
said, that wehavelost our
first series. | am not

Root needsto play

tchell Johnson

right balance of when to
be aggressive and take

on an attack and when to
defend, they will bein a
better place."

"Agan, it's what | saw
playing at first-classlevel
and what | saw watching
theAussiesin the 1990s
and 2000s."

"Joe Root has been one
of the best for a very
long time. I'm not sure
he needsto play Bazball,
especially when they
have plenty of out-and-
out attacking playersin
theteam," said Johnson.
Root would come back
to form in the Ranchi
Test, but it was after
decided to shun the
Bazball approach and
played out a gritty 122
not out in the first
innings. However, this
wasn't enough for
England asthey lost the
match and the series to
Indiaon February 26.

Sokes

particularly bothered
about that sayinginitsalf.
Obviously we want to
win every gamewe play,
and win every series.
Thisis the first we have
lost, but we will be
involved in plenty more
series going forward. A
lot of talking point are
after the fact of them
happening. That is
something | have cometo
termswith, something the
team has come to terms
with."But the way we
play ispretty simple. You
canhaveit all taken away
fromyou at theclick of a
finger so why not enjoy
every opportunity you
have to play, and make
sureyou aredoingit with
a smile on your face
regardless of what is
happening. It is a very
short career so why not
make it as enjoyable as
you can.

Mohammed Shami under goes successiul
heel operation, recovery ‘totaketime

NewDelhi:Indian fast
bowler Mohammed
Shami underwent a
successful heel
operation, but he
mentioned that he would
require some time to
fully regain his fitness.
Earlier reports had
indicated that Shami
would undergo surgery in
the United Kingdom
(UK). On Monday, he
shared pictures on his
social media account,
providing updateson his
injury and the operation.
“Just had a successful
heel operation on my
Achilles tendon!
Recovery isgoing to take
some time, but looking
forward to getting back
on my feet,” Shami
wrote.Shami has not
played any form of
cricket since India's
World Cup 2023 final at
the Narendra Modi
Stadium back on
November 19. He
missed the T20l series
against Australia at
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home, followed by the
tour of SouthAfricalndia
also missed Shami’s
servicesin their ongoing
5-match Test series
against Ben Stokes’
England. In his absence,
the likes of Mukesh
Kumar, Akash Deep and
others have got chances.
Earlier in January, Shami
said that he was hoping
to recover for the series
against England, but the
rub of the green did not

go hisway.

"My rehabilitationiswell
on track and the medical
experts at NCA are
happy with my progress,”
Shami had told the Times
of India.

Shami, in the meantime,
is also set to miss the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2024. The pacer
played a crucial role for
the Gujarat Titans in the
2022 and 2023 edition of
the T20 tournament.
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