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BHUBANESNVAR(KKCN)
: Santha Bhaktacharan
Pustak and Palishree
Melawhich symbolises
The tradition of
literature, culture,
peace, prosperity,
progress of
Rajasunakhela were
unveiled this program

organized at

Rajsunakhala Yatra
ground with joint
collaboration of the
Saint Bhakti Charan
Book Fair committee,
Vinayak & Maa
Bedhakalaka Youth
Association under the
chairmaship of
Chittaranjan Pradhan

chief guest at this holy

devotional book and
literary fair was former
Chief Minister & union
minister of Odisha Dr
Giridhari Gamang, chief
speaker. former
Rajyasabha MP, AICC
General secretary and
INTUC National vice
president Dr
Ramchandra Khuntia,

guest of honor Editor in
c h i e f
PARYABEKHYAK and
THE KALINGA
CHRONICLE GROUP

Dr Pabitra Mohan
Samantaray , PCC
secretary and INTUC

national  organsing
secretary  Satyabrat
nayak,editor, social

worker Dr Bandana
Haricharan , Advocate
Rajeev lochan Pradhan

During the meeting, a
dance performance was
performed by students
from the surrounding
areas and they were
given certificates on
behalf of the committee.
The high quality dance

mesmerized theaudience.
meeting was started by
lighting the lamp and
offering flowers to
Bhagwan jagannath by
guests

Vice President of the
committee, Mr. Ballabh
Pradhan organized the
meeting and introduced
the guests. Vande Uttkal

Santha Bhaktacharan Pustak & Palishree Mela |s an unique initiative by
Vinayak and I\/Iaa Bedhakalaka Youth Assoc:|at|on Dr G|r|dhar Gamango

janani wassung at the
beginning of the
meeting.

Committee Secretary
Suryakant Mishrathrew
light on the Santh Bhakti
Charan Book and
Palishree Mela which
was started in joint
collaboration with the
members of Rag

Association and the
members of the Maa
Bedhakalaka Kaalika
Youth Association.

Various types of food
stalls, mini markets,
book stalls and other
shops are the key
factor to enhance the
beauty of the fair.

Od|shago it'sFirst Artificial Regfsana Ocean Forest tocombat Cll

BHUBANESWAR,

(KCN): Increasnglevel
of Carbon dioxidein the
atmosphereiscausingthe
Climate Change. The
result is Increasing
temperature, frequent
cyclonic stormsin coastal
areas, acidification of
ocean, lossof biodiversity,
bleaching of corals,

decreased fisheries
productivity, rapid
degradation of

ecosystems and
manymores. To address
some of these challenges,
Professor Dinabandhu
Sahoo a marine scientist
and Senior Professor at
Delhi University has
devised unigue methods
and implementing at the
grass roots level in
remote coastal villages of
Odisha. Sahoo dongwith
his collaborator Dr

Sanjukta Sahoo, a Civil
Engineering Faculty at
KIIT, Bhubaneswar,
Odishadesigned severa
types of Artificial Reefs
in the laboratory. After
several months of
experiments the duo
finally deployed a
number of Artificial reefs
in the coastal waters of
Odishawhich is First of
its kind in the state.
Artificial Reefs will not
only increase the
fisheries productivity, but
also helpinrestoration of
degraded marine
ecosystem and will
increase biodiversity.,
said Prof. Dinabandhu
Sahoo, who served as
the Vice Chancellor of
FM University at Odisha.
Artificial Reefs
construction and
deployment is a multi
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billion-dollar industry and

countries like USA,
France, Japan, China,
Korea, Australiaetc have
deployed millionsof such
reefs in their sea coasts
to boost their economy
and enjoyingrichreturns.
Around the world,
approximately 500,000
Reef Balls have been
deployedin3,400atificid
reef and beach restoration
projects in more than 70
countries. Odisha has
about 480km coast line
and stands as a potential

stetoexplorethewablllty
Artificial Reefs with
specific design and
materials will not only
provide habitat to several
marinespecies, itwill dso
reduce the wave action
protecting the coast
against cyclonic storms.
In addition, it is a good
substrate for the
seaweeds and some
specific types of aquatic
plants those can
sequester carbon dioxide
from water in a faster
way, said, Dr Sanjukta

Sahoo. It will create more
jobs for the coastal
communities through
enhanced fisheries
production and future plan
of marine ecotourism for
better livelihood creation.
Prof Sahoo,
simultaneously has been
creating under water
forest in coastal waters of
Bay of Bengal through
seaweeds farming as
seaweeds can sequester
4-5 times more carbon
dioxide than land plants.
An “Indian Seaweeds
Wheel” of 24 feet
diameter with 24 spokes
which resembles Ashok
Chakrahasbeen designed
and submerged in the
coastal water to absorb
Carbon dioxide to fight
Climate Change. Both
Artificial Reefs and
seaweeds farming are

OdishaCM Naveen LaunchesL AccM|
Bus Serviceln 6 More Digtricts

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik Friday launched
theLAccMI Bus Service
in  Khurda, Puri,
Kendrapada, Bhadrak,
Jajpur and Nayagarh
districts through video
conferencing.

With this, 198 buseswill
ply in 1,198 panchayats of

ECI Reviews Poll Preparedness [n Odisha, Seeks
Cooperation From Political Parties To Uphold MCC

Bhubaneswvar (KCN): Onthe
first day of the visit of the
Election Commissonof India
to Odisha, the Commission
held important discussions
withrepresentativesof political
partiesinBhubaneswar. These
discussions were aimed at
ensuring a comprehensive
review of election
preparedness and to foster
cooperation among all
stekeholders.

Attheoutset, theCommission
sought the views and
concerns of the
representatives of various
recognised national and
regiond politica parties. The
focuswas on soliciting active
cooperation to uphold the
Model Code of Conduct

6 districts which would
benefit more than 75
lakh people.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
LAccMI Buseswill play
an important role in
strengthening the
economy of thevillage.
In  this scheme,
affordable bus service

(MCC) inletter and spirit and
to ensure a smooth eectora
process. Each party hadample
opportunity for a patient
hearing of their perspectives
and concerns by the
Commisson.

Following which, the
Commission and the
delegationdelvedintodetaled
discussions with District
Collectors-cum- District
Election Officers, and other
officials responsible for
eection management across
the state. They assessed
various aspects such as the
readinessof Electronic\Voting
Machines (EVMs), voter
demographics, training status
of election staff, and
infrastructure setup a polling

from Panchayat to Block
hasbeen facilitated by the
state government. More
than 1000 buseswill run
across the state. In this
program launched under
the 5T intitiate, Mission
Shakti mothers have
been given the
responsibility of
managing the buses.

booths. The meeting involved
high ranking Police officersin
the tate aswell.

The high-level delegation
comprised Chief Election
Commissioner Rgiv Kumar,
Election Commissioner of Indig,
Arun Goel, Senior Deputy
Election Commissioners
Dharmendra Sharma and
Nitesh Wyas, Deputy Election
Commissioner Manoj Kumar
Sahu, Director General of
Media B. Narayanan. Chief
Electora Officer of Odisha&
Additional Chief Secretary to
Government NikunjaBihari
Dha and Additional Chief
Electoral Officer Dr.
N.ThirumalaNak wereaso
part of the review meeting.

ImateChange

going to be the game
changer soon. They are
now planning to design
more colourful artificial
corals which can imitate
natural coral reefsto boost
the marine eco-tourism.
Sahoos' efforts are very
much synchronizing with
Pradhan Mantri Matsya
SampadaYojana(PMSY)
which aims to transform
India’s fisheries and
aguaculture sector. The
2024 interim budget gives
alot of Push to fisheries
and aquaculture sector
that aims to generate 50
lakhs jobs and contribute
to Blue Economy. Thus,
our effortswill contribute
a lot towards the Blue
Economy of the country.
A number of peoplefrom
government, academics,
industries, and also local
people and fishermen
have participated.

Dyesar Madame & Sir

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL

Baripada

Cordially invites vou for the august

ANNUAL DAY CELEBRATION - 2024
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at Bahoeed Smroti Bhawan,
The tollowing digmitaries hove given their
kind consent to grace the occasion as
diztinguished guests.

Odisna Cabinet Approves12
Key ProposalsOf 10 Depts

Bhubaneswar (KCN): The 73rd session of the
“Cabinet Meeting’ was held today in the 3rd Floor

Conference Hall

of Lok Seva Bhawan,

Bhubaneswar under the Chairmanship of Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.

After the meeting was over, the Minister, Forest,
Envt & CC, PR & Drinking Water, 1& PR Pradeep

Kumar Amat,
Chief Secy,
Pradeep Kumar
Jena and other
Secretariesof the
concerned
department were

briefed about the approved agenda items.

There were 12 agenda items related to 10 different
departmentsthat have been approved in the Cabinet.
In the press brief held, Principal Secy, PR & DW &
Excise Sushil Kumar Lohani, Principal Secy Works
V. V. Yadav, Principal Secy, Skill Development & TE,
C& T Smt. Usha Padhi, Commr cum Secy, Mission
Shakti & OLLC Smt SujataR. Karthikeyan, Commr
cum Secy, ST & SC Devt Deptt. Smt Roopa Roshan
Sahu, Commr cum Secy Higher Education Arabind
Agrawa were also present and briefed the press.
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State Care For Pwbhs

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Expans on of thehorizons
of the rights and
entitlements of Persons
with Disabilities (PwDs),
assuring their dignity and
socio-economic
participation in order to
bring them into the
mainstream has been

emphasi zed.

Strengthening of special
schools for PwD
students and

encouraging skill
training for meaningful
employment have
become the priorities of
Department of Social
Security and
Empowerment of PwDs
(SSEPD), said Ashok
Chandra Panda,
Minister, SSEPD.

Sri Panda was speaking
while presiding over the
3rd Meeting of State

Record P

acement for

Advisory Board on
Disability held here
today. It was stated that
Integrated
Infrastructure
Complexes
(Shradhalayas) have
become operational in
eight districts while
Manodaya (State
Institute for Disability
Rehabilitation) is also
functional at 3 places.
Principal Secretary
SSEPD Bishnupada
Sethi graced the
occasion.

Sri Sethi, Principal
Secretary, SSEPD in his
introductory address
said that Advisory
Board provides
platform involving all
stakeholdersto workout
collectively to find ways
to overcome the

challenges and to

ensure effective
implementation  of
various schemes and
programmes for the
PwDs.

The Board, constituted
with MLAsS,
representatives  of
various Departments
and organisations
working for the causes
of PwDs deliberated on
different issuesrelating

Management Department of CUO

ALE

EETESH DA

Koraput,(KCN):In a
proud moment for the
Central University of
Odisha, seven alumni
from the Department of
Business Management
have achieved
significant success by
securing positions at
MECON, a renowned
Central Public Sector
Enterprise serving as a
consultant for the
National Mineral
Development
Corporation in
Nagarnar, Jagdalpur,
Chhattisgarh. Following
a rigorous selection

SLUDHARSL
SEEHAR BISCH

FALANANLD
MAYAK

process, these alumni
have been appointed as
HR Executives within
the consultant company.
The accomplished
individualsinclude Mr.
Retesh Das, Sudhansu
Sekhar Biosoi, Mr.
Sadananda Nayak, Mr.
Ajit  Kuldip, Ms.
Bhabani Chopdar, Ms.
Priyadarshini Panda,
and Ms. Megharani
Behera.

Professor Chakradhar
Tripath, Hon' ble Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, extended his
heartfeldt

AJIT KULDIFE

BHABAN]
CHOPDAR

congratulations to the
successful  alumni,
wishing them continued

success in their
endeavors. He
commended the

Department and its
faculty for their pivotal
role in nurturing these
alumni, likening their
transformation from
students to professionals
as akin to caterpillars
becoming butterflies. He
urged the faculty to
persist in their
commendable efforts in
the future.Dr. Prasant
Kumar Behera, the

FRIYADARS
HIMI PANDS  BEHERA

to the welfare and
development of PwDs.
Ananta Narayan Jena,
MLA aso emphasised
on convergence of
various Government
Departments for
successful
implementation  of
schemes aimed to bring
development of PwDs.
Matters discussed in
the meeting included
identification

Students of the Busmess

MEGHA BAN]

Department Head I/c.,
alongside Dr. Padma
Charan Mishra, Dr.
Subash ChandraPattnaik,
Coordinator of the MBA
Programme, Dr. Sitanath
Raiguru, Mr. SrinivasRao
K, Mr. Pravat Kumar
Barik, and Mr. Nitin
Kumar Hota, conveyed
their best wishes to the
accomplished alumni,
expressing confidencein
their continued success.
Dr. Phagunath Bhoi, the
University's  Public
Relations Officer, shared
thisoptimistic outlook for
the future.

INDIANARMY AGNIPATH SCHEMEAND REGULAR CADRE REGISTRATION FOR ONLINE
COMMON ENTRANCE EXAMINATION FROM FEBRUARY 13 TOMARCH 22,2024

Kolkata, (KCN):
Registration for Online
Common Entrance

Examination (CEE) for
the year 2024 for Indian
Army Agnipath Scheme
and Regular cadre will
commence from
February 13, 2024 to
March 22, 2024. Eligible

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Guruji Dr CB Satpathy
being felicitated with a
plague in Canberra
Australia on the 13
February in the Hindu
Temple Florey ,
Canberra.

He was honored by
Gopal Baglay , High
Commissioner of India
toAustraliaand Prakash
Mehta Director Hindu
Council of Audtrdia.
Shri Guru Bhagwat was
introducedtoAudtraian
Hindu Community
throughmusica rendition
and dance based on Shri
Guru Bhagwat.

Dr Satpathy delivered
discourse to the large
Indian diaspora on
religion, cultureand Shri
GuruBhagwat .

candidates can apply
t h r ough
wwwijoinindianarmy.nicin

website. Videos
explaining the
registration and

application process are
availableon thewebsite.
Aspirants will have to
first appear for an Online

CEE, which will be a
Computer Based Test.
Each aspirant has to pay
an Examination Fee of
Rs 250/- for appearingin
Online CEE. TheOnline
CEE will be conducted
from April 22, 2024
onwards at various
Examination Centres in

the State. To acquaint the
aspirants with Online
Computer Based Test, a
mock test for practiceis
available on
wwwi,joinindianarmy.nic.in
website. In case of any
query, the aspirants may
contact the nearest Army
Recruiting Office.

Honored At Canbera
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employees with
Disabilities working in
Government and other
State PSUs, Revision of
conveyance allowance
for Employees with
Disabilities, Inclusive
education for Children
with Disabilities,
Incentivise Health
Insurance companiesto
formulate insurance
schemes for PwDs and
coverage of PwDs

r/“
]1]

under BSKY, Sign
Language training for
employees at Police
Stations and Hospitals,
Availability of
universally accessible
education material in
Braille and sign
language, subsidized
loans for entrepreneurs
with disability, DBT of
social security scheme

benefits,
encouragement  of
Private sector to

employ PwDs as
employees, revision of
GST on smart
appliances, concession
on purchase of Private
vehicles to be used by
PwDs (both adapted or
normal), preventive
disabilities like Blood
related disorders are to
be screened and

i

awareness to be
generated,
strengthening office of
SCPD, felicitation of
Sports persons with
Disabilities at par with
normal Sports persons
and accessible audit of
all public buildings.
About 36 Lakh
beneficiaries have been
included in Madhubabu
Pension Yojana (MPY).
Around 3000 PwDs
have been imparted skill
development training.
About 25 thousand
students are receiving
Banishree Scholarship
while 104 Special
Schools are given
Grant-in-Aid from the
Government.

A Power Point
presentation pertaining
to the activities of the

i)

2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN FOR

Department was made
while Niyati Patnaik,
Director gave welcome
address.

Among others Kasturi
Mohapatra, Biaya
Parida, Narayan Pati,
Niranjan Jena, Suresh
Chandra Panda,
Akshaya Sahoo,
Gaurishankar Panda,
Sujata Patnaik, Ranjit
Mohapatra, Pramod
Mallick, Kamala Kanta
Rath, Chumki Dutta,
GopanganaDas, Kamala
Kanta Nayak, Damodar
Das and others from
various organisations
offered a number of
proposals and
recommendations.
Senior officers from
Government
Departments were also
present.
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NARENDRAMODI -ENDURINGLY INVINCIBLE

M.R.LALU

L A\
Rewarded withawave
of popularity, Prime
Minister Modi’'s
invincibility hasbecome
a huge challenge for
partiesthat have chosen
to join the opposition
camp. Modi’s address
to both thehousesinthe
parliament was |oaded
with extreme
confidence. A greet level
of personal conviction
and a dashing
temperament, the M odi
phenomenon  has
undoubtedly nullifiedthe
usual leadership
definitions. Entirely, the
politicsof hissideof the
ruling group is
dependent on the man
who began the
momentumwithadight
disorientation adecade
ago. Probably, that was
justifiable in 2014. A
new facewith aflimsy
experience of beingin
Indid spowerful netional
capital had a huge
challenge to face. For
amost a decade now,
Modi managed to wrap
up theentirescenarioto
hissde, taking stridesof
success far more
powerful thanusud, with
thewholehost of leaders
inhiscamp strugglingto
keep pacewithhim. This
was the mantra,
probably, the Modi
magic that people often
termitas; auniquestyle,
a signature  of
commitment towhatever
he chose to keep his
handson. He never left

things half baked. He
ensured that the job in
hand isaccomplished to
itsmaximum and strove
hard to walk the extra
mile. He remained
unique, hisgesturesand
wordsand actionswere
loaded with adifferent
flavor of commitment.

On his first day in the
parliament the
newcomer with an
indubitable wave of
humility, lay downflat on
hischestinreverenceto
thetempleof democracy
at its doorstep. Simple
yet the gesture of
veneration was
redefining theimage of
themonumenta building
that was usually
perceived asacentre of
verbal spat and
pandemonium of the
irritating type. He
brought his usual
demeanor to the
scenario but the country
experienced something
unusual and
unprecedented and it
was certain to catch
attention. Convincingly,
hisvocabulary and the
samplicity andstyleof his
oratory caused a
sudden churn. They
conveyed values and
action plans and
addressed the pitfalls.
His accent got easily
recognized as his
messages had the salt of
the perils that the
country’spoor had been
through. He established
a personal connection
withthelast maninthe
gueue. His endeavors
spokefor their authority
and clarity. Holding
valuesof theancient he
remained moderninits
applicability.
Unmatchable was his
efficiency while he

beganto useArtificial
Intelligence for his
typical welfare
projects. More
prominent and effective
was his style of
communicationusngadl
social mediaplatforms.
His reputation,
invincibility andrdiable
execution of welfare
schemes gained him

S

superstardom. Every
time he gpproached and
used social mediawith
childlikecuriosity while
updating himself toits
modern ways of
sophistication. But his
decisiontoreach out to
the peoplethroughradio
had a special
acceptance. Man Ki
Baat must bethelargest
recorded personal
conversation by any
elected leader to his
countrymen in the
wholeworld.

This flow of
conversation from the
very first month of his
administration had kept
the momentum of his
red personal touchwith
people cutting across
rural and urban

landscapes. India
witnessed a new
method of populist
politicking that was
more person centered
than the ideology he
represented. Growing
beyond the horizon of
hisideology, the M odi
cult has redefined the
stature of politics in
Indiaand the party that

-

herepresentsbecamea
distant shadow.
Distancing itself from
the rise of this cult, a
question frequently
murmurs its concern.
That, will the world's
largest democracy
remain servile to this
cult makeover and as
his opponents blame,
get easly crushed under
itsauthoritarianfeet at a
time when its
democratic essence is
feared to be fading
dragticaly?Hasthiscult
managed to polarize
India'ssecular fabric, as
itsadversariesaccuseit
often, totally forcingitto
disintegrate? This
guestion often emanates
from the ravines of
political discomfiture

e sl

and socia discordance.
No narrative can be
outrightly cancelled and
thereisdefinitely asense
of discontent. What
surprisesand probably
shakes Modi’s
opponents of their
confidence is his
relentless, pragmatic
and committed
enthusiaam. It ded swith

and certainly flattensthe
aspirations of the other
sideanditssavagery is
reflected in its brutal
enactment of justice.
Defending the
investigating agencies
andtheir actionsagainst
the corrupt, Modi
outrightly calsit hisfight
against thewrongdoers
and ensuresthat it gains
ahilariousacceptance.
Modi’s image as the
deliverer of justiceand
his ubiquitous spiritual
charismahold complete
power to drag the
emotions of a huge
segment of the
population.
Systematically
addressing thedemands
of thecultura lamentsof
the country, his

makeover asaspiritual
giant has been
extremely real and his
gesticulation and
involvement in
redefiningand reviving
thelost glory of India's
spiritua might hasbeen
receiving genuine
accolades. A hat-trick
comeback,
undoubtedly an

o,

aspirational momentum
at that with unparalleled
conviction could be
dreamed only when
effortsto actualize such
avictory were actually
put in place. This
audacity for winning an
absolute majority
deserves a thumping
resonance of
exuberance. This is
obvioudy achalenge a
challenge in a real
sense. But the Prime
Minister’'s body
language in both the
housesof the parliament
had been firm though
counter narrativeswere
thrown intending to
dismantle his views.
Placing himself above
his party and the
government, Modi’s

deliberately well-knit
vocabulary had the
power to shake his
opposition’sintuitions.
A jubilant Modi
appeared to grab all
narrativesof victory for
himself and pronounce
themtothehousesinhis
royal declaration. John
Britas, afirsttimer tothe
Rajya Sabha from
Kerala, a Communist
veteran and journalist
comparesthisaudacity
of Modi with an
emperor'sroyal decree.
Hispercavedthirdterm
will bethe outcome of
hisskillfully measured
andunfailingly executed
policies. He was
uncompromising and
convincingly reluctant
to water down his
policiesand climbdown
on his promises.
Intelligently anointing
himself as the
chowkidar of the
country, he managed to
dwell in the hearts of
millions. Startled but
convinced to the core,
the country heard him
speak from the
ramparts of the Red
Fort about basic
cleanliness and
menstrual hygiene.
Women across the
country foundinhima
savior, a brother who
dared to address their
trauma and
victimization. Thousands
of villagesbecameopen
defecation free zones.
Women in the country
found their aspirations
flutter and dance with
increased social respect
and security. Millions
had experienced the
status of having atoilet
facility at homesandits
health benefits. Walking
a careful line of

development, Modi
ensured that his
initiatives reach the
doorstep of thelast man
at thebottomline.
A moreaccureteway to
describe his sense of
connecting with people
comesthrough histhree
creative ways of
communication. Sarting
from Mann Ki Baat to
Chal PeCharchatothe
latest Modi sdlfiepoints,
hismission continuesto
holdthedectorateglued
to its leader. The
comedy of errors that
weareforcedtolivein,
istheerroneousway his
opponents understand
him. And that is the
paradox. Punditspredict
a consistent rise in
Modi’s popularity and
they fear histhird term
would put it at the
pinnacle. The deep
despair hanging over the
INDIA block is
obviously visible.
Incons stent leadersand
their disheartening
positions turned the
INDIA camp a
miserable
conglomeration. Nitish
Kumar’s exit and
Mamata s consistently
rebelliousshriekshave
deepeneditscrisisand
helpedtheModi fiefdom
expand. Call him
populist or the people’s
leader, thewindissurdly
blowingtheModi way.
(Fredance
Journalist)
Meppurathu House
PuthusserimalaP.O
Ranni
Pathanamthitta
Digtrict
KeralaSate
Ph:8414918976
Email:
mr [alu30@gmail.com

To protect studentsfrom falling
victim to social media scammer s

\
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platforms promising
cheat sheets, answer
keys, and other forms
of academic
dishonesty. These
scammers target
stressed and
desperate students
who are looking for
shortcuts to achieve
better grades. They
often use persuasive
techniques  and
testimonials  to
convince students
that their servicesare
genuineandreliable.

Oncethestudentsfall
for the scam and pay
for these illicit
services, they either
receive completely
worthless materials
or nothing at all. The
scammers disappear,
leaving the students
cheated and with no
recourse.

These fake social
mediaplatformsplay
a crucia role in
facilitating  this
deception. Scammers
create accounts and
pages that appear
legitimate, often
mimicking popular
educational
resources or study
groups. They use
social media
algorithms  and
targeted advertisingto

Vijay GarG

reach a wide
audience of students
who may be
vulnerable to their
mi s eading promises.
Additionally,
scammersexploit the
anonymity andlack of
regul ations on social
media platforms to
avoid detection and
accountability. It
becomes challenging
for authorities to
track down these
scammers, especialy
if they operate from
different
jurisdictions or use
encryption tools to

protect their
identities.
To protect

themselves from
falling victim to
these scams, students

must remain vigilant
and exercise caution
when using social
media platforms.
They should bewary
of overly enticing
offers, suspicious
testimonials, or
payment requestsfor
servicesthat seemtoo
good to be true.
Verifying the
credibility of the
source, seeking
recommendations
from trusted
individuals, and
relying on reputable
educational
resources can help
studentsavoidfalling
prey to these scams.

Furthermore,
educational
institutions  and
social media

platforms need to
work together to
tackle this issue.
Educational
institutions can raise
awareness about
academic integrity
and the consequences
of cheating, while
social media
platforms should
enhance their efforts
to detect and remove
scam accounts and
content.
Collaborative efforts
canhelp create asafer
online environment
for students and
reduce the
effectiveness  of

scammers.
Retired Principal
Educational
columnist malout
Punjab

|rafil Shaheen s the internationally renowne

theater director of Bangladesh in India

Arindam Bhattacharya

The 14th
"Internationd Theater
Festival of Kerala"
organized by Keraa
Sangeet Nataka
Akademi and Kerala
Department of
Culture started from
February 9. It will
continue until
February 16. This
festival is held in
Thrissur, Kerala,
India. Secretary of
Kerala Sangeet
Natak Akademi,
Karivellur Murali,
professor of drama
department of Dhaka
University,
Bangladesh and
internationally
renowned director
for workshops and
panel discussions at
thefestival. Invited
Israfil Shaheen as a

resource person.
Where Professor
Shaheenwill present
the research paper
titted “Bengali
Theaters from
Acrossthe Border”.
A few days ago he
participated in the
second International
Theater School
Natya Utsav 2024
celebrated from
January 14 to 19 on
the invitation of the
School of Dramaand
Fine Arts
Department,
University of
Calicut, Thrissur,
Keradla. Besides, at
the invitation of
Visva Bharati
University,
Santiniketan and the
Department of
Drama, Rabindra

Bharati University,
Kolkata, on January
23 and 24, he staged
Brecht's play
‘Siddhant' in the
performance of the

students of
Department of
Theater and

Performing Arts
Studies of Dhaka
University on 23 and
24 January. He was
accompanied by
Professor Israfil
Shaheen at Visva
Bharati University,
Santiniketan.
Distinguished ex-
student sex workers
and their children
Theater in Education
pioneer, folk culture

researcher and
theater personality
Samir Mitra.
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Adv. Narayan Jain & CA DilipLoyalka

(Contd from 12th Feb)
3. Compensation
received towards
damages caused to
assessee’s reputation
whether taxable u/s
28(ii): As per section
28(ii) (@), (b), (c), (d)
and (e) undermentioned
payment or
compensation, istaxable
under the head Business
and Profession:

(a) a n y
compensation or other
payment due to or
received by any person,
by whatever name
called, managing the
whole or substantially
the whole of the affairs
of an Indian company,
at or in connection with
the termination of his
management or the
modification of the
terms and conditions
relating thereto;

(b) a n y
compensation or other
payment due to or
received by any person,
by whatever name
called, managing the
whole or substantially
the whole of the affairs
in India of any other
company, at or

connection with the
termination of hisoffice
or the modification of
thetermsand conditions
relating thereto;

(c) a n y
compensation or other
payment due to or
received by any person,
by whatever name
called, holding an
agency in Indiafor any
part of the activities
relating to the business
of any other person, at
or in connection with
the termination of the
agency or the
modification of the
terms and conditions
relating thereto;

(d a n y
compensation or other
payment due to or
received by any person,
for or in connection with
the vesting in the
Government, or in any
corporation owned or
controlled by the
Government, under any
law for thetimebeing in
force, of the
management of any
property or business;
() a n y
compensation or other
payment due to or

received by any person,
by whatever name
called, at or in
connection with the
termination or the
modification of the
terms and conditions, of
any contract relating to
his business;

Compensation received
for harassment or loss
of reputation:
Compensation received
for harassment or loss
of reputation is not
covered in any of the
above-mentioned
conditions.The facts of
the case are that Ms.
Sushmita Sen entered
into an agreement with
CocaColalndiaLimited
(CCIL) for making
herself available for
advertisement purpose
for aspecified period of
time and was supposed
to receive Rsl.5 crore.
Ms. Sen received Rs. 1
Crore but did not
comply with the
contract on the ground
that she was subject to
sexual harassment by
one of the employee of
CCIL. An out of court
settlement was reached
and she was paid
balance amount of 50
Lakhs against the said
contract and an
additional payment of 95
Lakhs for loss of
damages caused to
assessee’s reputation.
The payment of 95
Lakhs for loss of
reputation is not
covered in section
28(ii). The said
compensation did not
accrue/arise out of

exercise of profession
by the assessee and
could not be construed
to be the income of the
assessee or profits and
gains of profession
within the meaning of
section 2(24) and
section 28 of the
Income-tax Act, 1961.
The compensation
could not be termed as
any benefit, perquisites
arising to the assessee
out of exercise of
profession. This being
so, the impugned
addition of Rs.95 lakhs
is to be deleted.
Therefore Rs. 95
Lakhs is a capital
receipt not liable to be
taxed - SushmitaSenv.
ACIT [2018] 99
taxmann.com 252
(Mumbai - Trib.).

4. Meaning of
“business” as per the
Income-tax Act:As per
section 2(13), business
includes any (a) trade,
(b) commerce, (c)
manufacture, or (d)
any adventure or
concern in the nature
of trade, commerce or
manufacture. The
Supreme Court held in
Mazagaon Dock Ltd. v.
CIT[1958] 34 TR 368
(SC), that the term
“business’ isaword of
wide import and in
fiscal statutes, it must
be construed in abroad
sense rather than a
restricted one.

In case of Birendra
Prasad Ray v. CIT
[1981] 6 Taxman 19
(SC), the Supreme

Court observed that
“Business means an
activity carried on
continuously and
systematically by a
person, by the
application of hislabour
or skill with a view to
earning an income”.
In case of Bharatiya
Janata Party v. Dy. CIT
[2002] 801TD 89 (Delhi)
it was held that in order
to treat an activity as
“business’ it should have
asemblance of trade that
is an attribute of
commercial activity and
an expectation to earn
income over a
reasonabl e period.
5. Meaning of
“profession” and
“vocation” as per
Income-tax Act: A
“profession” involves
occupation requiring
purely intellectual or
manual skill - CIT v.
Manmohan Das 59 ITR
699 (SC). As per section
2(36), profession
includes  vocation.
“Occupation” means
something which
occupies or engages
one’s time or attention -
K. Ramaswami
Gounder v. CIT [1987]
163 ITR 94 (Mad). A
“vocation” as normally
understood, isacallingin
which a person passes
hislife - K. Ramaswami
Gounder v. CIT [1987]
163 ITR 94 (Mad). The
word“profession” is of
wider import than the
word “business” and the
word “vocation” is of
wider import than the
word “profession” and
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lastly “occupation” is of
wider significance than
the word “vocation”. In
other words, what may
not amount to business
may amount to
profession and what
may not amount to
profession may amount
to vocation and what
may not amount to
vocation may amount to
occupation within the
meaning of the Income-
tax Act - LalalndraSen,
Inre[1940] 8 ITR 187
(All.), Dy. CIT v. Insight
Diagnostic &
Oncological Research
Institute (P) Ltd [2002]
82 ITD 230 (ITAT-
Pune).

Bombay High Court in
the case of CIT v.
LalubhaiNagardas and
Sons204 ITR93 (Bom.)
has held that share
broking is not a
profession.

The Apex court in the
case of GK. Choksi &
Company v. CIT [2007]
295 ITR 376 (SC) held
that business does not
include profession.

6. Some
other illustrations about
Income:

0) Betting on
horses does not
constitute a profession
or vocation. It is a
casual and non-
recurring receipt and
shall be taxable under
the head “Income from
other sources’ - Janab
A. Syed Jalal Sahib v.
CIT [1960] 39 ITR 660
(Mad).

(i) Politics
constitute a profession

A candid example of environmental education
and awareness from Kolkata school kids

Saikat Kumar Basu

Drawing on the outer
wallsby children before
Saraswati Puja at the

Chhayanat Co-
operative Housing
Society, Calcutta
Greens, Area. Survey
Park, Ajay Nagar,
Kolkata, West Bengal,
India.The pump house
outer wall was full of
damp. Theugly surfaces
were coated with white
colour and allowed to
dry. Thereafter, the
children were provided
with oil-colour and
brush. Provided some
layout pictures on
Environmental
awarenessand allowed
full freedom.A SaveThe
Environment (STE)
initiative to promote
education and
awareness  about
ecosystems among the
children. We sincerely
thank Dr. Tridib
Bandyopadhyay for his
warm encouragement,
support and helpfor this
initiative.

Environment plays an
important rolein hedthy
living and the existence

of life on planet earth.
Earth is a home for
different living species
andweadll aredependent
ontheenvironment for
food, air, water, and
other needs. Therefore,
itisimportant for every
individual to save and
protect our environment.
It is important to note
that environmental
education is a process
that dlowsindividudsto
explore environmental
issues, engage in
problem solving, and
take action to improve
the environment. As a
result, individuals
develop a deeper
understanding  of
environmentd issuesand
havethe skillsto make
informed and
responsible decisions.
Environmenta education
connectsusto theworld
around us, teaching us
about both natural and
built environments.
Environmentd education
raises awareness of
issues impacting the
environment uponwhich
we all depend, as well
as actions we can take
toimprove and sustain
it.

Environmenta education
is crucial for children
becauseitindillsasense
of respongbility, fosters
environmental
stewardship, and equips

themwiththeknowledge
and skills needed to
address  pressing
environmental
chdlenges. Ithelpsthem
understand the
Interconnectedness of
ecosystems, the
Importance of
biodiversity, and the
impact of humanactions
on the environment. By
engaginginevironmenta
education, children
develop criticd thinking
skills, empathy towards
nature, and a sense of
connectiontothenatura
world, whichareessntid
for cregtingasugtainable
future

Successfully delivering
environmenta education
to children involves
severd key drategies
Hands-on Learning:
Engage children in
interactive, experientia
activitiessuchasnature
walks, gardening, or
recyding projectstohep
them connect with the
environment on a
persond leve.
Incorporate Technology:
Use digital tools like
educational videos,
Interactivewebsites, or
educational apps to
meakelearning about the
environment fun and
accessible.

Incorporate
Multidisciplinary
Approaches: Integrate
environmenta education
into varioussubjectslike
science, math, language
arts, and socia studiesto
reinforce learning and
demondrateitsrelevance
across different areas of
Study.

Promote Outdoor
Exploration: Encourage
outdoor exploration and
play innatural settingsto
foster a sense of wonder
and appreciation for the
environmen.

Foster Critical Thinking:
Encouragechildrentoask
guestions, investigate

environmentd issues and
think critically about
solutions to real-world
problems

Empower Action: Provide
opportunitiesfor children
to take action in their
communities through
environmental
stewardship projects,
such as tree planting
initiatives or beach
deanups

Lead by Example Modd
environmentaly friendly
behaviorsand practicesin
daly lifetoingairechildren
to adopt sustainable
hebits

Celebrate Successes:
Recognizeand celebrate
the achievements of
childrenwhodemondrate
a commitment to
environmental
conservation, fosteringa
sense of pride and
motivation to continue
their efforts.

By implementing these
srategies, educatorscan
effectively deliver
environmenta education
to children and inspire
them to become
responsi ble stewards of
theplanet.

Apt 6--,409
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Canadabased indian
Agro Scientists

occupation -
Comm|SS|oner of
Expenditure Tax v.
P.V.G Rau [1975] 101
ITR 465(SC).
(i) Treasurershipis
neither a profession nor
it partakes the
character of business or
profession - CIT v.
Manmohan Das [1966]
59 ITR 699 (SC).
(iv) A stock broker
cannot be considered to
be engaged in the
practice of aprofession.
Stock broking clearly
falls  within the
expression “Business’
and not “profession” -
CIT V.
LallubhaiNagardas&
Sons[1993] 204 I TR 93
(Bom).
(V) The activity of
clearing, forwarding
and shipping agents
cannot be considered as
a“profession” - CIT v.
Jivanlal Lalloobhai&
Co.[1994] 206 ITR 548
(Bom).
(vi) Teaching
amountsto avocation if
not a profession. The
teaching of Vedanta as
amatter of religion also
amounted to carrying on
of avocation P. Krishna
Menonv. CIT [1959] 35
ITR 48 (SC).
(vii)  Even isolated
transactions of sale of
debenturesat losswould
be treated in nature of
trade only if loss from
similar transaction was
allowed asbusiness|oss
in earlier years -
Shankar Lal Ved
Prakash v. Dy. CIT
[2002] 74 TTJ (Delhi)
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7. Type of
businessincome are not
chargeable under the
head ‘ Profits and Gains
of Business  or
Profession: The
following incomes are
not taxable u/s 28:

(a) Rent of house
property is taxable u/s
22 under the head
“Income from House
Property”, even if
property constitutes
stock-in-trade or the
assessee is engaged in
the business of letting
out properties on rent;
CIT v. Haryana Urban
Development Authority
[2010] 322 ITR 61

(P&H).
(b) W h er e
assessee is in the

business of letting out
properties Rent of house
property is taxable u/s
22 under the head
“Income from House
Property” as held in
Indian City Propertiesv.
CIT [1965] 55 ITR 262
(Cal.), CIT v. Pandyan
Bank [1969] 711TR 707
(Mad.), CIT v. Saran
Holdings Pvt. Ltd. 341
ITR 573 (Pat.).

(c) Dividend on
shares is taxable u/s
56(2)(i), under the head
“Income from other
sources’, even if it is
derived from shares
held as stock-in- trade,
or the recipient of
dividends is a dedler in
shares.

Mr.Jainand MrLoyalka
ar etheauthor sof thebook
‘How to Handle Income

Tax Problems’)

L etter to Editor

Sr

the needful .

matter of concern.
Parties ,

M PRADYU
KANNUR

Reports about some of the Lok sabha
representatives remaining mum
throughout and not taking part in any
of itsdebatesand discussionsisreally
dismaying and eyebrow raising .. They
are the people's representatives,
chosen by the people for the people
to voicefor their constituency and do

They aresmply not el ected to become
a parliamentarian or just to increase
the member tally of any party but are
peoples representatives in whom the
common man has hopes, aspirations
and wishes to be fulfilled. The same
representative who wags his tongue
with promises and assurances during
election remaining mute once he
reaches the main platformwherehe's
supposed to articulate and fulfill the
needs of his constituency isredly a

national and regional,
nominating election candidates have
to look into this matter earnestly .
L eaderswho canintertwineideologies
with practical day to day life of the
masses and voice for them should be
given opportunities to stand as
members. It is high time major and
minor parties shun such 'mute
spectators' and those who use the
post just for selfish benefits.

Geeth Thalikavu Kannur 670001.
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GSl Hosts 'Offshore Exploration- Synergies
and Opportunities Workshop

Kolkata, (KCN):Shri V
L KanthaRao, Secretary,
Union Ministry of Mines
today stated that
Geological Survey of
India (GSl) has already
handed over 35 offshore
mineral blocks for
auction to the Govt. of
Indiaand 24 more blocks
are in pipeline to be
handed over by GSl| for
auctioning. As the
process of auctioning
offshore blocks for
exploration & exploitation
isanew domain, for this
initiative to succeed in a
meaningful way, the
Mines Ministry is
working on  the
Amendments in the
Offshore Areas Mineral
(Development &
Regulation) Act, 2002.
He was addressing a
workshop on 'Offshore
Exploration- Synergies
and Opportunities today

at Mangalore, where he
added that with the 2023
amendmentsin place, the
Ministry of Mines will
start the auction process
in the next two-three
months for these
offshore blocks.
M oreover, theMinistry of
Minesisasoin processof
developing the process,
procedure, norms and the
SOPs that will take care
of the requirements once
the private sector bidder
getstheblock inauctionto
move forward for its
exploitation.

Shri Rao aso delineated
upon the vast Geologica/
offshoredatagenerated by
GSl over its journey of
more than 172 years. He
urged oneandal to consult
the GSI datathrough GSI
portal and a sothroughthe
recently launched NGDR
porta which can proveto
beof immensehelpfor the

institution working in
offshore domain. He
requested other indtitutions
having their own data
repository to put their data
inpublicdomainfor useby
other agencies, which will
be very beneficia for one
and all. Heurged the GSl,
academia, scientific
institutions, PSUs and
othersworkingin offshore
domainsto collaborateand
handholdtheindustry inits
endeavorsfor exploration
& exploitation of these

CDU to conduct its 12th

Hanumakonda, Feb 16
(KCN): The 12th
Convocation of
Chaitanya (Deemed to
be University) will be
conducted on its campus
at Kishanpura here on
February 17.Disclosing
this at a press
conference here on
Thursday, Chancellor Dr
CH.V. Purushotham
Reddy said that they
were conducting the
Convocation to award
the degrees of their UG
students from
autonomous college and
PG students of CDU.
“Former Secretary of the
Department of Science
and Technology of Govt
of India Dr S Chandra
Sekhar will be the chief
guest, while former
Minister Enugala Peddi
Reddy, Senior Vice
President of Dr Reddy’s
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LaboratoriesLimited and

Vice Chancellor of
Chaitanya ( Deemed to
be University) Prof G
Damodar will be Guests
of Honour,” Reddy said.
“We have entered into
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with 24 ingtitutionsduring
the last year which
includes student
exchange programme
with the American
universities. We are
encouraging meritorious
students who are
admitted into various
courses at our university
by awarding scholarships
and freeships. It is
heartening to note that
altogether 122 foreign
studentsand 415 students
from nine States joined
various courses at our
University,” hesaid.

“The university has

established a‘ Chaitanya-
at-home’ library for the
undergraduate, post-
graduate students and
research scholars.
Masira Firdous,
Ravulapalli Sushmasri,
Elasagaram Deepthi,
Gannu Vijay, Seema
Rahamat, Bachigiri
Ramyasri, Chiluveri
Bhavani, Panduga Rani,
Bisharo Hashi Ali are PG
Toppers in April 2023.
“756 students are
receiving their degrees at
the convocation,” Reddy
said. Vice President E
Vikram Reddy, Chief
Administrative Officer Dr
Ch Satvika, Registrar
Prof M Ravinder, OSD
Dr K Veeravenkataiah,
Assistant Registrar G
Rambabu, Dean of
Science Prof M Sunder
Ram and other staff were
present at the press meet.

Awarenessprogramon' Diseasesurvelllanceand Report fisn diseese
application’ at K olaghat and Contal, West Bengal

KOLKATA:Disease
surveillance provides
information on the health
statusof fish, whichisan
important step towards
control and eradication
measures, as well as to
support early warning,
risk assessment,
contingency plans and
emergency preparedness
programs for aquatic
animal disease
management. The | CAR-
CIFRI has organizeda 2-
day awareness program
on ‘Disease surveillance
and Report fish disease
application’ at Kolaghat
and Contai, West
Bengalon 8-9th February
2023 under the
supervision of Director,
ICAR-CIFRI, Dr. B.K.
Das.The Kolaghat and
Contai under Purba
Medinipur District are
major producers of fish,

shrimp and ornamental
fish in West Bengal. In
Kolaghat, a total of
15fishers including 13
men and 2 women
participated, while in
Contail6fishers
participated in the
program.

During the program, the
team sharedand
enlightened the gathering
on several areas of
disease surveillance and
health management of
fish including aquatic
environment vis-a-vis
antimicrobial resistance
issues, the status of fish
disease management in
freshwater aguaculturein
India, sustainable
approaches for
aguaculture devel opment,
etc. The scientific team
also interacted with
fishers and
discussedissuesrelated to

fish growth, disease and
farm management.The
team also informed the
fishers about the newly
developed application
‘Report fish disease’.
The application was
ingtalled on mobile phones
and theworking principle
and Dbenefits were
informed.The pamphlet
prepared in both English
and Bengali on disease
identification and their
possible management
measures was distributed
among the participantsto
sensitize the fishersto
better management of
their fishfarm. Dr. Vikash
Kumar, Mr. A.K. Jana
and research scholarsof
the NSPAAD Phase ||
project Mr.Souvik Dhar,
Mr. Anupam
Adhikaricoordinated the
program with great
efficiency.

mineral blocks for the
benefit of the country.

The workshop was
organised by the Marine
and Coastal Survey
Divison(MCSD) of GSI.
Shri Rao was present in
the concluding session.
The workshop was
attended by DG GSl, Shri
Janardan Prasad. While
addressing the inaugural
session, Shri Prasad
underscored the
significance of this
workshop as the nation

embarks on a journey to
harness offshore mineral
resources for rapid
economic development,
aligning with the larger
vision of the Government
of India. Hesaid, GSl has
been working in offshore
exploration since the
1970s and has earmarked
variousoffshoreblocksfor
Polymetallic Nodules,
heavy mineral placers,
Lime Mud and
construction sand,
emphasizing the vast

potentia of India'scoastal
zones. Despite holding a
weslth of resources, much
of this potential remains
untapped. It is our
collectiverespongibility to
harness this potentia in a
sustainable and
responsible manner,
ensuring that future
generations can benefit
from theseriches.

During the technical
sessions, the discussions
revolved around the
Amendments in the

Offshore Areas Mineral
(Development &
Regulaion)Act, 2002, and
the formulation of draft
guidelines for the
notification of private
exploration agencies for
offshore exploration.
These discussions aimed
tostreamlineand facilitate
private sector participation
in offshore exploration
activities.

The workshop agenda
encompassed a wide
array of topics, including
an overview of GSl's
activities in the
offshore, government
initiativesin promoting
exploration and
exploitation,
collaborative
frameworks for data
sharing, and sustainable
practices for offshore
mineral exploration.
Theworkshop sought to
establish mechanisms

Enhancement of knowledge and skill
convocation on February 17 farmers: ICAR-CIFRI Initiative

KOLKATA,(KCN)DaHHga
district lies in historica

Mithila region and it is
rich in water resources.
This district in endowed
with vast aquatic
resourcesin theforms of
ponds/tanks, flood
plains(wetlands) and
several perennial and
seasonal rivers.These
water bodies directly
provide the basic
livelihood to thefishing
community aswell asthe
rural populace. A large
variety of freshwater
fishes are found in
Darbhanga district.
However, Indian major
carps are reign supreme
for commercial
significance.Realizing
the importance of inland
fishery sector, a 7 days
training programme on
“Inland Fisheries
Management” has been
organized at ICAR-
CIFRI, Barrackpore
during 07-13 February
2024 for the fishers of
Darbhanga district of
Bihar as a part of skill

development and
capacity building
programme with a
mission towardsdoubling
thefishers income A tota
of 30 fishers participated
in the programme.
Inaugurating the
programme, Dr. B.K.
Das, Director ICAR-
CIFRI emphasised onthe
skill development of the
fisherson various aspects
of inland fisheries
management ensuring
their sustainablelivelinood
security. He also urged

thefisherstoexploretheir
available resources for
optimum production and
productivity by acquiring
scientific knowledge and
applications. During the
training course,farmers
have been trained on
various aspects of inland
fishery management such
as, induced breeding,
composite fish culture,
nursery management, fish
disease management,
feed management, natural
fishfood organism, water
quality management,

ornamental fish culture
etc. Besides, farmers
were exposed tofield
visits included:Halisahar
fish seed farm,
ornamental fish
markets,East Kolkata
Wetlands (EKW), ICAR-
CIFE Kolkata centre,
ICAR-CIFA Kalyani fish
farm etc. In addition,
ornamental hatchery units
and feed mill of ICAR-
CIFRI were made
available to them for
hands-on training
experience. While

for effective data
sharing and
collaboration among
agencies involved in
offshore exploration,
fostering a conducive
environment for joint
research initiatives,
information sharing, and
technical expertise
exchange to drive
innovation and
exploration in offshore
mineral resources.

The workshop featured
presentations from
leading experts from
MOES, NIO, NCPOR,
ONGC, NIOT, IREL
(India) Ltd. and DGH
covering topics ranging
from data acquisition to
environmental
considerations, providing
participantswith valuable
indghtsintothechallenges
and opportunities within
the offshore exploration
sector aso.

of Bihar

addressing the
participants in the
valedictory session,Dr. B.
K. Das, Director, CIFRI
insisted the participantsto
engage themselves in
fishery related income
generating and profit-
making activities. The
feedback session was
marked with overall
satisfaction of thetrainees
admitting their up-scaling
of knowledge which
would be applied in their

respective water
resources. The training
programme was

organized under the
leadership of Dr. B.K.
Das and coordinated by
Dr. Aparna Roy and Dr
Suvra Roy with the
technical assi stanceof Mr
Sujit Choudhury ,Mr.
Manabendra Roy,Dr
Avishek Saha and Ms.
SadrupaBhowmick.The
training program is
expected to pavetheway
for the participants to
augment their family
incomethrough efficient
fishery management.

BOBBY CHAKRABORTY"SBI RTH DAY CELEBRATEDAT B.D.MEMORIAL JUNIOR
SCHOOL DURING HISANTI ADDI CTI ON CAM PAI GN NO.416

KOLKATA,(KCN):On
February 13th 2024, like
every year, actor/
activist/teacher of
method acting- Bobby
Chakraborty organised
hisglobally acclaimed,
free of cost, anti
addiction campaign,on
hisbirthday. Thisyear it
happened at B. D.
Memoria Junior Schooal,
with a strong support
from The Director/
Principal-Suman Sood,
aong with The Chief
Coordinator-Abanti
Chattopadhyay and the
Branch Incharges-
Shulogna Sengupta,
Sheela Mehra and
RanjanaRarhi. Thiswas
Bobby's 416th session
globally and his2ndin
thisschoal.

The Director of
Photography of this
session was soldier
Shreyaan Banerjee of
class 5,assisted by
soldier Ishayu and
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soldier Archit.

Shreyaan ,who is 10
yearsold, asomadehis
sparkling debut as an
‘activesoldier’, seding
the show, with hissmart,

powerful and
inspirational
presentation, teaming up
with Bobby on the
podium. We appreciate
his sense of social
responsibility at sucha
young age, to‘ giveback
something good' to the
society.

This popular social

awareness program
titted'l AM THEKING
OFMY MIND', for the
youth, is a preventive
approach against all
sorts of addiction
(smoking, acoholism,
smart phones) and
harmful social
trendg(abusivelanguage,
onlinegambling through
games, inappropriate
behavior on social
networking sites to
garner ‘views'
etc.)which are
destroying the young

generation.
Thishighly motivationd
session became

extremely interactive
with almost all the
students/soldiers of
‘Bobby Dada, wanting
to put forth their points
of view onthese social
evils, promisingtolook
after their physical and
mental health with the
HCF(Health-Career-
Family) formula. They
took anoathtoruletheir
minds against these
monsters,with The

Mantra- ‘| am theking
of mymind.

The ceremonid  title of
‘The 1st Soldier’ went
to soldier Krishnasish.
The surprise contest at
the end had soldiers-
Krishnasish, Ishayuand
Deepshikha as the
winners, whoadongwith
activesoldier Shreyaan,
weregiven specia gifts
and Community Service
Certificates by their
beloved Bobby Dada.
Thismemorablesession
on Bobby's birthday
ended with an heartfelt
voteof thanksby Suman
Sood, who appreciated
hisselflessinitiativeto
guidetheyouth towards
light.An elaborate
celebration of Bobby’s
birthday,was also
arranged,where he cut a
cake and distributed
refreshmentstodl hislittle
ldaswhomheconsdas
asapatof hisfamily'.
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Mining Il nfra Expo Opens

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The second edition of
Odisha Mining &
Infrastructure
International  Expo
Organised by Futurex
Trade Fair and Events
Pvt. Ltd was kicked off
here today.

Industries  Minister
Pratap Keshari Deb
inaugurated the expo and
said, “Last year when
Futerex organised the
expo | asked them to
make it an annual event.
| am happy to see so
many companies are
participatingintheexpo.”
Earlier, Odisha has been
wrongly positioned in
global scale for its
negative attributes,
poverty, and

New Food Park Opens ..

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik today
inaugurated New Food
Park set up by IDCO at
Khurda and Bagchi Sri
Shankara Cancer Centre
and Research Institute at
InfoValley.

He also laid the
foundation for a new
industrial park at Kalibeti.
Companies like Pepsi,
Nestle, Indo Nissin, and
their ancillarieswill have
their production units at
the food park. The
Industrial Park at Kalibeti
will house garment
manufacturing
companies like EPIC,
MAS Holdings, Indian
Stitches and other top
garment manufacturing
units. Out of these

unemployment. Now,
Odisha investment
growth surpassed 20
percent at national level,
Shri Deb said.

“We are now among the
highest in the mining
sectorslike bauxite, coal,
iron Oreand other mining
products. Odisha is
getting maximum
revenue from mining,”
the Minister noted.
Expressing hishappiness
at seeing such quality
participation inthis Expo,
Pawan Gupta, Director
MSME, said, this
platformisbeneficial for
the growth of the mining
sector in Odisha. On this
occasion, women
entrepreneurs  were
awarded for their

industrieé, 10 have

already started
constructing their
factories.

Expressing happiness
over theprogressin these
industrial infra, the Chief
Minister said the
establishment of these
companiesisatestament
to the hard work put in by
the Government. The
advent  of  these
companies will provide
employment to thousands
of youths of the State. He
also thanked the people
of Khurda for having
always supported the
growth of industriesinthe
region.

The State Government
has also planned to
construct large-sized
hostels for the women

outstanding performance
intheir respectivefield.

The 4 day long trade
show is scheduled to
continuetill February 18
at Baramunda Ground
here from 11 AM to 8
PM daily.

Speaking on this
occasion, Amit Dubey,
Head Mining, AM/NS
India, said, “In mining
and steel making Odisha
holdsakey positioninthe
World's industry map.
AM/NS India put its
footprint inthe state very
strongly withitsmining,
beneficiation plant and
steel making. AM’NS
Indiais operating in the
State with its steel plant
at Paradeep as well
work started for the

working in the region.
The construction of three
such hostels will soon
start at Deras, Kalibeti,
and Bhuinpur.

The newly inaugurated
Bagchi Sri Shankara

Cancer Centre and
Research Institute is a
750-bedded
comprehensive cancer
hospital, which was set
up with assistance from
Bangalore-based Sri
Shankara Cancer
Foundation.

The hospital has all
facilities to provide
radiotherapy to 300
cancer patients and
chemotherapy to 150
patientson daily basis.
Subroto Bagchi and his
wife Susmita Bagchi
have donated funds for

proposed Mega Steel
Plant at Kendrapara. We
are committed to our
growth planin Odisha.”

Expressing his
excitement about the
expo, Swami Prem
Anveshi, Managing
Director, Futurex Group,
said, “The 2nd Odisha
Mining & Infrastructure
I nternational Expo serves
as a platform to
showcase the immense
potential of Odisha’'s
mining and infrastructure
sectors. We are delighted
to bring together industry
leaders and experts to
explore opportunitiesfor
collaboration and
investment in this
dynamicregion.”

The OdishaGovernment

the newly-built cancer
hospital.

“Thenew hospital will be
instrumental in providing
quality and affordable
treatment to cancer
patientsof Odishaaswell
as the eastern region of
the country. The hospital
can cater to the needs of
at least one-third cancer
patientsinthe state,” said
the Chief Minister.

The state government is
taking stepsfor arranging
facilities for cancer
treatment in several
districts of Odisha.
Proper awareness and
healthy lifestyle are
necessary to keep
cancer at bay, he said.
The Chief Minister
thanked the Sri Shankara
Cancer Foundation and
the Bagchi couple for
their assistance for
setting up of the new
cancer hospital.
Notably, the cancer
institute has been set up
with an expenditure of
Rs 410 crore. The state
government hasprovided
22 acres of land for the
health institute, sources
said.

Among others, Chairman
5T Initiatives & Nabin
Odisha, Kartik Pandian,
Senior Industry Leaders
and senior officialsfrom
Government of Odisha
were present.

Special Train Service From Puri To

Ayodhya Soon: Ashwini Vaishnaw
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Puri(KCN): Railways
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw today
announced that a new
special train service will
be launched from Puri to
Ayodhya. The
announcement  was
made during a public

&

function held at Puri
Saradhabali.Accordingto
Vaishnaw, the train
service will be launched
in July or August of this
year. Additionally, the
minister has also
mentioned that the
approval of the Puri to

.

ot s
Konark new railway line
inthe Puri district will be
granted soon.
Claimingthat funding for
the development of the
railway sector in Odisha
has increased from Rs.
800 crore to Rs. 10,000
crore, Vaishnaw has
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emphasized that the state
is witnessing the results
of thisinvestment.

Lastly, he has also
mentioned that the
redevelopment work at
Puri railway stationwill be
completed soon, whichwill
benefit lakhs of devotees.

has commendably
demonstrated its
commitment to fostering
the growth of the mining
industry through
proactive initiatives. By
implementing strategic
policies and creating an
enabling environment,
they have not only
attracted investment but
also paved the way for
sustainabl e devel opment
in this crucia sector, he
said.

The government’s
emphasis on responsible
and ethical mining
practices aligns with
global standards,
showcasing a forward-
thinking approach. These
efforts not only
contribute to the

+#
¥
r
1
' i
& Ao

L 'bu-:.m"l-':'ﬁ

economic prosperity of
the region but also
underscore the
government’sdedication
to balancing industrial
growth with
environmental
sustainability, added
Swami Prem Anveshi.

Over theyearsthemining
industry hasgrowninthe
country in leaps and
bounds, Odishaholds 1st
rank in the mining
industry all over the
country. Odisha Mining
expo will showcase the
largest and diverserange
of mining machinery,
equipment, advanced
technology solutions,
services and supplies
from Indiaand overseas.
Thisisthelargest mining

exhibition which brings
together the key players
of the market,
contributing to the
growth of the mining
sector in India. Major
International Companies,
PSU’s, Government
agencies and nodal
agenciesare participating
inthisexpo. According to
the latest reports, the
State-wise  Mineral
Productionin India2023
shows that the largest
producer of Minerals in
India is Orissa with a
share of approximately
half of the total Mineral
Productionin India.

Moreover, the expo
attracts international
participation, opening
doors for foreign

2024-2025
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investments and
technological
collaborations, further
bolstering Indial s position
in the global mining
landscape. Overall, the
event serves as a
catalyst for economic
growth, job creation, and
the overall development
of the mining and
infrastructure sectors in
the country.

The Key Benefits of
Exhibiting at Odisha
Mining Expo includes
exploring mineral-rich
opportunities that delve
into a state with
abundant reserves of
various minerals,
offering a potential
growth market for the
business.
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MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL

Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact :

Call-9438102188, 06792-2552217

Time : 8.00 A.M. to 12.00 noon
E-mail- mps.bpd@gmail.com

Find us on

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Bhubaneswar: SAIC
Motor, a globa Fortune
500 company with annual
revenues of around US$
110 billion and a
presence in over 100
countries, and the JISW
Group, one of India's
leading global business
conglomerateswith US$
23 billion in revenues
across diversified
businesses, have
entered into a strategic
Joint Venture. The
Shareholder Agreement
and Share Purchase &
Share Subscription
agreement were signed
by the President of
SAIC Wang Xiaoqiu
and JSW Group’s Parth
Jindal at MG UK
Headquarters in
London with the
objective of
accelerating the
transformation and

growth of MG Motor in
India. SAIC Motor and
JSW Group will create
strategic synergies by
bringing together
resourcesin thefield of
automobiles and new
technology. The joint
venture will also
undertake multiple new
initiatives including
augmenting local
sourcing, improving
charging infrastructure,
expansion of production
capacity, and
introducing a broader
range of vehicleswith a
focus on green mobility.
According to the
agreement signed, JSSW
Group will hold 35%in
the Indian JV
operations. SAIC will
continue supporting the
joint venture with
advanced technology
and products to deliver

extraordinary mobility
solutions with an
unwavering focus on
the Indian consumer.

According to Wang
Xiaogiu, President of
SAIC Motor, "The
automobilebusinessisa
global industry, and like
in any other similar
industry, access and
collaboration are crucial
for its healthy growth.
SAIC has always
adhered to the 'win-win
cooperation' approach
whilesteadily improving
our core capabilities
and expanding our
scale of production and
sales. In the growing
Indian automotive
market, both partners
shall work closely to
bring in the best of
innovation, in creating
greener and smarter
mobility products and

RELIANCE BRANDS LIMITED
INKS A JV WITH PLASTIC LEGNO

SPA

Mumbai: RELIANCE
BRANDS LIMITED
(RBL) and Plastic Legno
SPA have signed ajoint
venture arrangement
through which RBL will
acquire a 40% stake in
Plastic Legno SPA's toy
manufacturing business
inIndia Thisinvestment
by RBL serves a dual
purpose, bringing in
vertical integration for
RBL'’s toy business and
helping diversify the
supply chainwith along-
term strategic interest in
building toy
manufacturingin India.

Plastic Legno SPA is
owned by the Sunino
group that boasts of more
than 25 years of toy
production experiencein
Europe. The group
started it’s Indiabusiness
in 2009 out of a need to
develop a strong
production hub that
would cater to global
markets, but more
importantly to the fast
evolving and growing

Indian market.
“Keeping with our
honourable Prime

Minister’s vision of
Atmanirbhar India, this
collaborationwith Plastic
Legno’sdeep experience
in world-class toy
manufacturing coupled
with our strong footing in
the global toy retail
industry would open new
doors and unparalleled
opportunities for toys
manufacturedin India. It
isimperative for RBL to
build design to shelf
capability for a strategic
advantage over the
competition and to be an
accelerator in building a
robust toy manufacturing
ecosystem in India not
only for domestic
consumption but also for
global markets.” said the
spokesperson of
Reliance BrandsLimited.

RBL hasastrong play
in the Toy industry with
its portfolio of Hamleys,
theBritishtoy retailer and
homegrown toy brand —
Rowan, making RBL one
of the leading toy

distributors. Hamleys
currently has a global
footprint across 15
countrieswith 213 doors
and is India's largest
chain of toy stores.

“We are very
privilegedtohave RBL as
a partner in this Joint
Venture. We are
confident that Plastic
Legno’s experience in
Toys production and
Hamley’s commercial
outreach, will
complement one another
to enable the JV
Company to achieve
greater heights and
successes. We have
important development
plans to implement,
always in the spirit of
creating a cultural
background in this
specific sector in India.
We are ready for the
challenges of the future,
but when thereisagroup
like RBL aongside, we
are sure that together we
can do a great
development.” said Paolo
Sunino, Co-owner,
Sunino Group.

H&M revels in sunset colours and embellished
detals for The Festive Collection 2023

Bhubaneswar: H&M
India invites you to the
season of celebrations
with a specia collection
personified by al things
sparkle and shine.
Featuring party-ready
ensembles, thecollection
spotlights  designs
showcasing strong
shoulders, cropped tops
and draped detailsamong
the statement suiting,
party dresses and
matching sets.
Rhinestones, sequins
and high-shine fabrics

vibrancy to every piece,
while a strong colour
palette of hot pink,
orange, red, sand, gold
and black adds to the

celebratory mood.
ForThe Festive
Collection, H&M

wanted to create a
special collection that
draws upon beauty and
merriment of the season.
Draping along the
waistline, shoulder lines
and across the body
accentuate the female
form, whilelong trousers

alluring cropped tops.
Tonal looksarevital, but
the play of different
fabrics and
embellishment make it
playful and modern.

“The Festive Collection
comes at such a specia
time of year and we're
thrilledwiththecollection.
We were redly inspired
by theimportance of light
— candles, lanterns and
fireworks — and worked
that into a vivid sunset
colour palette, but also
brought inalot of sequins,

for
consumers, seizing
market opportunities,
continuously
expanding the brand

services our

influence and market
share of our products,
and achieving greater
success for MG in
India."
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BJPNominated Mudasir wani AsIncharge
For Srinagar Parliamentary Congtituency
inJammu And Kashmir UT

Srinagar (Aasif Malik ): The Bhartiya Janta
Party (BJP) has Given Additional Charges To Wani
Mudasir Who Works As Bjp North Kashmir
Incharge The Bjp Today Nominated Him Incharge
for Srinagar Parliamentary Constituency In The

According to an official order obtained by Jkns
News Agency Mr. Mudasir Wani
nominated as the BJP,s incharge For Srinagar
Parliamentary Constituency Hewill beresponsible
for overseeing the Srinagar Parliamentary

Mean while Mudasir Wani Told Jkns Agency |
am Very Thankful to Party Heads Who Belives
On My Work And Appointed MeAsIncharge For
Srinagar Parliamentary Constituency | work Hard
Just Like | am Working In North Kashmir | hope
Srinagar Parliamentary
Constituency Knows Very well what Bjp isdoing
for the welfare of Jammu and Kashmir
Sartaj Majeed Bjp District Vice President
Kupwara Congrates To Wani Mudasir on Hisnew
Assignment He said the party Knowshow Mudasir
wani doing hard work in North Kashmir that is
why party Nominated Him Incharge For Srinagar

has been

Honda M

otorcycle and Scooter India

registers 3, 53,188 unit sales

Gurugram: Noting a positive upward movement
during the month, Honda Motorcycle and Scooter
India today announced its sales numbers for May

2022.

The company’s total sales for the month stood at
3,53,188 with 3,20,844 domestic sales and 32,344
exports compared to the subdued market
performance for same period last year amidst
multiple lockdowns owing to impact from second

wave of pandemic.

Commenting on the sales performancein May’ 22,
Mr.Atsushi Ogata, Managing Director, President &
CEO, HondaMotorcycle & Scooter Indiasaid,” The
market is gaining back strength as disturbances in
terms of supply side are subsidingcoupled with rise
in physical presence at office and educational
institutions. The sales figures this month remain
incomparable from May’ 21 as frequent lockdowns
in wake of second wave marred the performance
during this period last year. Growth in domestic as
well asinternational trade continues to complement
each other as we approach an early monsoon.”

Commissions India’s Largest Fleet of Electric Lithium-lon Forklifts

New Delhi: Vedanta
Aluminium, India’'s
largest producer of
aluminium,
hascommissioned India's
largest electric fleet of 27
forklifts, powered by
lithium-ion batteries Done
inpartnershipwith GEAR
(Gemini Equipment and
Rentals Private Limited)

on Vedanta Aluminium’s
plans to decarbonize its
indugtria vehiclefleet. All
27 forklifts arrived last
month and are being
operationalisedat the
company’s aluminium
smelter at Jharsuguda, in
Odisha, which is the
world's largest single-
locationduminiumamdter,

According to JSW
Group’s Parth Jindal,
“Our strategic
collaboration with
SAIC Motor aims to

C Motor and JSW Group announcea strategic Joint Ventureto accelerate growth with focus on green mobl

grow & transform the
MG Motor operations
inIndiawith afocuson
green mobility
solutions. The joint
venture paves the way
for bringing world-
class technology-
enabled futuristics
suite of automobile
products including the
new generation of
intelligent connected
NEVs and ICE
vehicles. The JV's
focus on broader
localisation initiatives
will yield financially
accretive synergies
through economies of
scale while providing
the highest level of
customer serviceto the
Indian consumer. One
of the key focus areas
of this joint venture

will be to pursue the
development of the EV
ecosystem and to take
aleadership positionin
this space. We would
like to thank SAIC and
MG Motor for choosing
JSW as their partners
of choice and look
forward to building one
of India's largest
automobile companies
together. The rich
history of the MG
brand is known to all
and itssuccessin India
is there for all to see
anditistruly an honour
to be able to take this
brand and company
forward alongside a
strong global partner in
SAIC. We cannot wait
to get going.”

Union Bank of India sgns MOU with SIDBIfor
Co-Financing arrangement of MSMES

Mumbai: Union Bank of
India today signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Small Industries
Development Bank of
India (SIDBI) for a Co-
Financing arrangement
for MSMEs. The MoU
was signed by Shri Lal
Singh, Chief General
Manager, Union Bank of
India and Shri Vivek
Kumar Malhotra, Chief

General M anager,
SIDBI. SIDBI is
country’s  principal
financial institution

engaged in the
Promotion, Financing and
Development of Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).
Under the MoU,
Union Bank of India
would consider Joint
financing/ Co-Financing
with SIDBI to Projects/
UnitsintheMSME. This
MoU would help the
Banks to increase their

customer base, while
helping the MSMEs to
meet their funding
requirements. The key
highlights of the
arrangement includejoint
identification of viable
projects and term loan
and working capital
financing to MSMEs.
Initially the arrangement
would be at specific
centers and once the
arrangement stabilizes at
these centers, more
locations would be
covered.

Speaking on the
occasion, Shri La Singh,
CGM (MSME), Union
Bank of India, said
“MSME isoneof thekey
sectors of our Indian
Economy contributing to
GDP, Exports,
Manufacturing Output,
Employment, Women
Empowerment  etc.
MSME is one of the
focused areas of the
Bank and at Union Bank

of India, we aim to
become Bank of 1st
choicefor MSMEs. This
tieeupwith SIDBI aidsin
realizing the Bank’s
vision to have increased
credit flow totheMSME
sector and extend
operational convenience
to the MSME clientele.
Under partnership, Union
Bank of Indiathroughits
Pan India branch
network can provide
general Banking
products like Current
Accounts, Savings
Accounts, Working
Capital facilities and
other related services to
the MSME Customers of
SIDBI.”

Also, speaking on the
tie-up arrangement, Shri
Vivek Kumar Malhotra,
CGM, SIDBI reiterated
SIDBI’s commitment
towardstimely financing
for MSMEs across all
sectors.

SpiceMoney toenablefarmerstowithdraw PM-KI1SAN
subgay throughits1million Adhikari Network

New Delhi: The
Government of Indiahas
disbursed PM
KISANsubsidy, directly
to the farmers’ bank
accounts benefitingover
10 crore farmers and
families who have
received a grant of Rs
2,000 each. Spice
Money, India's leading
rurd fintechwith 1 million
strong Adhikari network
covering 18,500 plus
pincodes, isassisting the
farmers and farmer
families residing in the
heartlands of the country,
to withdraw this subsidy
through AePS at their
doorstep Adhikari outlet.
The PM Kisan Scheme,
a central sector scheme
with 100% funding from
the Government of India,
became operational on
December 1, 2018.
Under this scheme,
income support of 26000
per year, divided into

Further, astestimony toiits
endeavours towards
increasinggender diversity
in core manufacturing
operations, Vedanta
Aluminiumisrecruitingand
training women to operate
these top-of-the-line
forklifts. Thecompany has
previously hired
transgenderemployees as

three installments, is
directly transferred to the
bank accounts of
landholding farmer
families, congisting of the
husband, wife, and minor
children.

Speaking onthis, Sanjeev
Kumar, Co-Founder
& CEO, Spice Money,
said, “At Spice Money,
we have been striving to
solve the problem of
access to banking &
financial servicesinrural
India. As the 11th
installment of the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi isrolled
out, our 1 million
Adhikaris operating
across 18,500 pin codes,
will be an enabler in
ensuring easy accessand
withdrawal of thissubsidy
to the rightful 10 crore
beneficiaries of this
scheme.

Farmers and farmer
families will no longer

aluminium operations at
BALCO in Chhattisgarh.

These electric forklifts
make use of the cutting-
edge ‘Smart Fleet
Management’ system to
help ensure the highest
levelsof safety at Ste. The
Smart Fleet Management
system uses 10T (Internet
of Things) technology to

have to travel large
distances to bank
branches or just let the
money lie idle in their
accounts in times of
need. Our Adhikaris,
trusted banking partners
inthelr communities, will
bethereat thevillagesto
help farmers withdraw
their money, with the
help of AePS, thereby
providing much-needed
safe and secure access
to the subsidy amount.”

Spice Money has been
spearheading the efforts
towards bridging the
financial servicesgapin
rural India by
providingbanking and
financial services to the
remotest corners of the
country, across 700
districtsand 5,000 blocks,
thereby revolutionising
the way Bharat banks.

by intdligent terminasand
provide Vedanta
Aluminium ingghts on a
redl-timebas swith respect
to forklift speed, accessto
operae, collisonavoidance,
optimization analysis for
operationa efficiency and
equipment maintenance,
among others.

bring SOEhi sticationand and skirts contrast with  rhinestones and satin. Indig thissetsthebdl ralling  ex-China forklift operators in its integratethedatacollected



NewDelhi:After
restricting Indiafor 445,
England blazed away in
reply on the back of Ben
Duckett's fantastic ton
that saw them wipe away
nearly half of Indiastotal
inquick time.

Duckett, along with Zak
Crawley, put on a sixth-
fifty plus stand in seven
innings in the series as
they started their reply on
a positive note. India
found little off the
surface to produce any
challenges.

Duckett, in particular,
was severe against the
spinners and Kuldeep
Yadav ~whom he
managed to put away
with regular sweeps
across the onside. His
opening partner
remained relatively
circumspect but played
his role well until he

wearw. tThakalimgac hromdchs
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Duckett sbreezy cent ury ||psmomentum In Englana’sfavour

[ alo)]

mistimed asweep off the
rough, and became R
Ashwin's 500th Test
victim.

That however did not
deter Duckett who kept
finding the boundaries
with relative ease and
brought up his 3rd Test
ton, off just 88 balls. It
became the quickest-
ever by an England batter
inaTest against India.
Against the run of play,

India found a
breakthrough as
Mohammad Sirgj trapped

Ollie Pope LBW on
review but India were
without luck otherwise
losing two more reviews
against Duckett as he
motored aong unbeaten
till Stumpson the second
day. It capped of a good
day overall for England,
who had started off well.
With the ball, England
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were able to maintain
control with regular
strikes and forced India
tobeinarebuilding mode
almost right through the
innings.

BN

First-up, it was James
Anderson who struck
withastill-fresh new ball,
getting it to shape away
from Kuldeep Yadav -
the nightwatchman - and

ML C 2: Pooran, De Kock, Rashid and
Boult amongtop foreign retentions

NewDelhi:MLC have
announced a list of 23
players who have been
retained for the second
edition of the widely
acclaimed cricket
league. The tournament
is set to kick off on July
4, four days after the
culmination of the 2024
T20 World Cup. MLC
found themselves an
ideal window
sandwiched between the
World Cup and The
Hundred in addition to a
white ball hiatus for
teams like Australia,
New Zealand, England
and Pakistan, avoiding a
potential player
availahility clash.

MI New York managed
to reserve the core that
drove them to the
silverware in 2023.
NicholasPooran, Kieron
Pollard, Dewald Brewis
and Tim David will
reunite againto drivethe
power game for the
defending champions.
Kagiso Rabada, Trent
Boult and Rashid Khan

will yet again lead a
strong bowling attack for
MINY.

Runners up Seattle
Orcas locked in the
South African trio of

Heinrich Klaasen,
Quinton de Kock and
captain Wayne Parnell.
The Orcas aso retained
Pakistan all rounder Imad
Wasim, who recently
called time on his
international career.
Longtime Super Kings
loyalist Faf du Plessis
comes back to captain
the Texas Super Kings
alongsidetheKiwi duo of
Devon Conway and
Mitchell Santner.

Knight Riders stalwarts
Andre Russell and
captain Sunil Narinewill
don the purple and gold
again for the LA Knight
Riders along with Jason
Roy, returning to honor
his two year contract
with the LA Knight
Riders after choosing to
walk away from the
Englishgame. Aussieleft
arm quick Spencer
Johnson and Adam
Zampawere aso among
the retainees for LAKR.
San Francisco Unicorns
and Ricky Ponting's
Washington Freedom
saw the maximum churn
amongst retentionsasthe

HarisRauf'scentral contract terminated
over refusal totour Australia

NewDelhi:Haris Rauf's
central contract hasbeen
terminated by the PCB
following his refusal to
tour Australiafor Testsin
the winter. He will also
be denied NOC to play
any foreign league up to
30 June 2024.

The PCB was |left red-
faced in November when
Rauf made himself
unavailablefor selection at
the last minute despite
assurances about
managing his workload
from the team
management. As a resullt,
Pakistan had to bank onan
inexperienced pace attack
for their three-Test tour of
Australia 2023-24, with
Naseem Shah also
unavailablethroughinjury.
Pakistan lost the Test
rubber 3-0.

"He (Rauf) gave his
consent, but later he
changed hismind because
he was worried about his

fitnessand theworkload,”
chief selector Wahab Riaz
had said whileannouncing
the sguad. "His absence
will affect the team
combination.

"l was even ready to
fecilitate him had he not
performedinAugtraia, but
he didn't agree," Riaz
further said.

The PCB has said that it
conducted a "thorough
hearing process' and
arrived on the punishment
only after "taking into
consideration theviewsof
al sakeholdersinvolvedin
the matter". Rauf's
contract has been
terminated from 1
December, 2023.

"The PCB management
provided a chance for a
persona hearing to Haris
in compliance with the
principlesof naturd justice
on 30 January 2024 and his
response was found
unsatisfactory,” therelease

further revealed.

"The PCB states that
playing for Pakistanisthe
ultimate honour and
privilege for any
sportsperson. Refusa to
be part of Pakistan's Test
sguad in the absence of
any medical report or
justifiable reason is a
material violation of the
central contract.”
Despite the fracas, Rauf
was granted NOC to play
inthe Big Bash League.
PCB parts ways with
Mohammad Hafeez as
Team Director

Months after being
appointed the Team
Director, Mohammad
Hafeez and PCB have
parted ways.

Hafeez was appointed to
the post in November last
year, having taken over
from Mickey Arthur inthe
aftermath of a
disappointing World Cup
campaign.

franchises retained only
two players each from
their respective foreign
contingents. Unicorns
retained the red hot Finn
Allen, fresh off hisworld
record feat against
Pakistan. The franchise
however may fret over
the availability of their
second retentionin Haris
Rauf, with the speedster
finding himself in hot
water with the PCB over
NOCs for foreign
leagues. The Freedom
secured the services of
Akeal Hosein, a rising
star inthe T20 world and
Marco Jansen.

The franchises will be
allowed to name 9
international players in
their rosters. With no
international player draft
in place, the franchises
are expected to directly
deliberatewiththeir wish
listed players for further
international signings.
The domestic retentions
are expected to be
confirmed by the end of
February before the
domestic draftin March.
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having him nick behind.
The centurion, Ravindra
Jadeja, followed suit in
the next over when he
tried to force Joe Root
straight down the ground

)3

-

but ended up presenting
a simple return catch to
thebowler. Havinglost 5/
2 in the morning session
and slipping to 331/7,
India were in danger of
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being bowled out for a
below-par total on aflat
pitch.

That worry was negated
through a steadfast stand
between debutant Dhruv
Jurel and R Ashwin who
both showed the patience
to bat sensibly as the
situation demanded.
There were boundary
opportunitiescoming their
way onceinawhilewith
thetrack still not holding
any demons, andit helped
the duo push Indiaaong
steadily.

Jurel was adventurous
early on against an
aggressive Mark Wood,
even upper-cutting him
onceover thedlip cordon
but largely played
according to the quality
of the delivery. He was
defiant against aleg side
trap set by Wood, while
Ashwin played along to

asimilar tune of being
cautiously solid. The
duo put on a 77-run
stand that carried India
beyond 400. But just as
they were set to push
thetotal further, Ashwin
fell against the run of
play, hitting Rehan
Ahmed to mid on. Jurel
followed suit edging a
cut as India stuttered
once more. Jsprit
Bumrahand Mohammad
Sirg addeda30-rungand
to push the total closeto
450 before Wood
wrgppedituptofinishwith
afour-wicket haul before
Duckett made his mark.
Brief Scores: India 445
(Rohit Sharma 131,
Ravindra Jadeja 112,
Safaraz Khan 62; Mark
Wood 4-114) lead
England 207/2 (Ben
Duckett 133*) by 238
runs

Neesham to decide on international
future after T20 World Cup

NewDelhi:New
Zealand all-rounder
James Neesham said on
Thursday that he will
take a call on his
international career
after the upcoming ICC
T20 World Cup,
scheduled in USA and
West Indies, from June.
Neesham, 33, is
currently featuring for
Rangpur Riders in the
ongoing Bangladesh
Premier League.

"I don't take too many
long term goals.
Obviousgoa isthe T20
World Cup comingupin
couple of month's time
and try to win that for
New Zealand. After
that, probably | will take
apauseand haveathink
about my international
future whether 1 will
keep playing for New
Zealand or | will go for
full time T20s,"
Neesham told reporters
following a practice
session of Riders at the
Zahur Ahmed

Chowdhury Stadium on
Friday.

"I think asan all-rounder,
you played until 35-36
years of your age, is a
pretty good effort. So |
will try to stay asfit asit
can and stay in good
shape," he said.
"Hopefully, 1 will stay
injury free and see how
long | can play cricket
and contributeto winning
teams,” he added.
Neesham felt that
Bangladesh could be a
dark horse in the
forthcoming T20 World

Cup. Praising the
country's progress in
terms of talent and
cricketing structure, the
all-rounder had a special
mention for Bangladesh's
rising pace bowling
department.

"I think we were quite
lucky to get away from
the T20 series in New
Zealand. We probably
could havelost the series
as well. Bangladesh
cricket hasgone strength
to strength over the last
few years, especially the
fast bowling department.

We used to almost
bully Bangladesh
cricket in our
conditionswhich are
bouncy and we had
seam bowlers a lot
quicker and lot
bouncier than them.
But what we have
seen in the last
couple of tours, you
got apacer Shoriful,
who can swing the
ball with pace and
get good bounce,"
said Neesham.

"They obviously had a
strong tour in New
Zedand and they should
be happy with that. None
can takethem for granted
in the upcoming T20
World Cup. It won't be
that easy. They will be
extremely an challenging
team with the kind of
conditions we have seen
inWest Indies," he said.
"l think there is a lot of
potential in Bangladesh
cricket and there are
strong players around,"
he concluded.

Wetheweveyhmga hem Collmgwood pleased with England's effort

Rajkot:Ben Stokes had
no doubt that he'd have
batted first if he won the
toss. "That'swhat you do
inIndiawhenyouwinthe
toss," hewould go onto
tell Ravi Shastri.

One look at the beige-
coloured Rajkot pitch and
you could seewhy Stokes
had no second thoughts
about batting first. Sofar,
it's proved to be one of
the flattest pitches in
Indiain recent timesand
certainly theflattestinthe
seriessofar. And bowling
first here meant thinking
out-of-the-box and
creating wicket-taking
opportunities out of
nowhere. England were
morethan abletodoit on
the opening day, as
Indias total of 326/5 at
Stumps on Day 1 would
suggest.

Thetiniest bit of moisture
in the pitch was used
well by Mark Wood, who
nicked out Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Shubman

Gill, before Tom Hartley
got one to stop and turn
and in the process send
Rajat Patidar packing. 33
for 3 was what the score
read. On aflat pitch. No
wonder England's
assistant coach Paul
Collingwood sounded
pleased with how hisside
fared on the day.

"It was a great start,
there was a bit of
movement around this
morning, it seemed a bit
cooler, a bit of moisture
on the ground so the ball
nipped around a bit,"
Collingwood  said.

"Jimmy and Woody were
exceptional. As the ball
getssofter, it'sdoing less.
The spinnerstoiled away
al day with little reward
but when you've got
quality batters like they
have in the India team,
they're always going to
get a response. The two
guys who got hundreds
and Sarfaraz at the end
played exceptionally
well."

When a 200+ stand
between Rohit Sharma
and Ravindra Jadeja
flourished, Wood would
one-up thelndian captain

with a short ball, a ploy
that had played out over
two and a half sessions.
And when Sarfaraz was
taking the game away
with his shot-making
towardsthe end, in came
the throw from Wood to
catch the batter short. It
was a moment of
indecision but England
were ready to pounce.

"You want a point of
difference on these types
of pitches," Collingwood
reckoned. "Onflat pitches,
you need something, beit
a leg-spinner who can
turn it both ways, or
extreme pace. They are
usually things that break
those partnerships and
giveyou an edge. Woody
runsin tirelessly for this
team, and he alwaysdoes
itwithasmileon hisface.
Even the wicket of Rohit
came at an important
time. The bouncer plan,
you haveto think outside
the box on how to take
wickets, beitfield placings

or plans. | thought we did
that pretty well today. The
best wicket was the run
out, he was chuffed to
bitswith that and it put a
big smile on hisface.
"We threw everything at
them, in terms of plans
and field positions. We
fought hard al the way
through the day, right to
the end. It was a hard-
fought day."

There wasamoment that
England would rue. Rohit
was only on 27 when he
swiped against the turn
that Tom Hartley was
getting and elicited a
leading edge to first dip,
only for it to be dropped
by Joe Root. But
Collingwood reckoned
that despite the setback,
England kept "pushing
hardal day" likeonly this
England side could.
"Nobody ever wants to
drop catches and the
beauty about the gameis
you've got to try to make
more opportunities.
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