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72 killed as protesters and ruling party supporters clash in Bangladesh
Dhaka(KCN): At least
72 people, including 14
policemen, were killed
and hundreds injured
Sunday in fierce clashes
between protesters
demanding Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
resignation and the ruling
party supporters in
different parts of
Bangladesh on the first
day of the non-
cooperation movement
over a government jobs
quota system.
The clashes broke out
this morning when
protesters attending the
n o n - c o o p e r a t i o n
programme under the
banner of the Students
Against Discrimination
with the one-point
demand of the
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s
resignation faced
opposition from the
supporters of the Awami
League, Chhatra
League, and Jubo

League activists.
So far, 72 people have
been killed in day-long
clashes across the
country, the leading
Bengali-language daily
Prothom Alo reported.
According to the police
headquarters, 14
policemen have been
killed across the country.
Of them, 13 were killed
in Sirajganj’s Enayetpur
police station. One
person was killed in
Comilla’s Elliotganj, the
paper said.
As violence escalated,
the Home Ministry
imposed an indefinite
countrywide curfew
from 6pm Sunday.
A government agency
has ordered the
shutdown of Meta
platforms Facebook,
Messenger, WhatsApp
and Instagram. The
mobile operators were
ordered to shut down 4G
mobile internet, the paper

added.
Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Hasina said that
those engaging in
“sabotage” across the
country in the name of
protest are not students
but terrorists and asked
people to suppress them
with a firm hand.
“I appeal to the
countrymen to suppress
these terrorists with a
firm hand,” she said.
Hasina called a meeting
of the National

Committee on Security
Affairs at Ganabhaban,
the paper reported citing
sources from the Prime
Minister’s Office
(PMO). The meeting
was attended by the
chiefs of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, police,
RAB, BGB, and other
top security officers.
The meeting came as
renewed violence
spread to several parts
of the country.
The government has

announced a three-day
general holiday Monday,
Tuesday and
Wednesday to ensure
public safety amid the
ongoing violent protests
across the country.
Giving details, the paper
said at least five people
were killed in Feni, 22
including 13 policemen in
Sirajganj, four in
Kishoreganj, four in
Dhaka, four in Bogura,
three in Munshiganj, four
in Magura, three in

Bhola, four in Rangpur,
three in Pabna, four in
Sylhet, three in Cumilla,
one in Joypurhat, one in
Habiganj and one in
Barisal.
Six Awami League
leaders and activists
were beaten to death
and several others
injured in a clash
between the ruling party
supporters and
protesters in Narsingdi,
the paper reported.
In the capital, protesters
took away the bodies of
four people from Dhaka
Medical College
Hospital. The protesters
went to the Central
Shaheed Minar with the
bodies of the four victims
and chanted anti-
government slogans, it
said.
Citing Dhaka Medical
College Hospital
sources, the paper said
56 people were brought
to the hospital with bullet

injuries from Shahbagh,
Shanir Akhra,
Nayabazar, Dhanmondi,
Science Laboratory,
Paltan, Press Club and
Munshiganj.
In a related
development, a group of
former senior military
generals Sunday asked
the government to
withdraw the armed
forces from the streets
and send them back to
barracks.
“We urge the
government to undertake
political initiatives to
resolve the ongoing
crisis. Do not destroy
the good standing of our
armed forces by keeping
them engaged in a
disgraceful campaign,”
said former army chief
Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan,
who served as the army
chief under Prime
Minister Hasina’s
government.
Reading out a statement

at a media briefing here,
he said, “The
Bangladeshi armed
forces have never faced
off with the masses or
trained their guns at the
chests of their fellow
citizens.”
Another former army
chief, octogenarian
general Nuruddin Khan,
who also served as the
energy minister in
Hasina’s past 1996-2001
tenure, was one of those
who joined the briefing
along with fellow
officers, some of them
being 1971 Liberation
War veterans.
“Time is ripe to
immediately take the
soldiers to barracks to
prepare themselves for
any eventuality as the
time taken to transition
from internal security
mode to operational
mode takes quite some
time,” the statement
read.

Woman Dies After
Jumping Into

Mahanadi From
Jobra Barrage

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
In yet another case of
suicide, a woman ended
her life by jumping into
the River Mahanadi at
Jobra Barrage in Cuttack
on Sunday evening.
According to sources,
some fishermen spotted
the woman jumping into
the river and rushed to
her rescue. They
managed to pull out the
woman from the strong
currents in the river and
took her to the
SCBMCH. However,
the doctors declared the
woman dead.
The deceased woman
has been identified as
Kamini Swain of
Cuttack’s Arilo area.
Sources said, Kamini
came to Jobra barrage
this afternoon and was
standing on the bridge
for some time. Later, she
dumped her vanity bag
and sandals on the bridge
and jumped into the river.
It is pertinent to mention
here that this is the
fourth such incident in
the last five days, while
the bodies of three others
are yet to be recovered.
On Wednesday
morning, Mamata Sahu,
a teacher in Cuttack’s
Odia Bazar, left her
scooter on the bridge
and jumped into the river.
Despite searches, she is
yet to be traced.
On that day, Tushar
Bhatt, a businessman
from Bhubaneswar,
jumped from the Trisulia
bridge into the Kathajodi
River. It is said that he
suffered financial losses
in online trading and was
debt-ridden, following
which he took the
extreme step. His body
is yet to be recovered.
Also, one Manoj Behera
of Cuttack Khannagar
area jumped into the
Kathajodi river on Friday
night and is still missing.

Odisha to create over 100 new cooperative societies in Ganjam
Bhubaneswar,(KCN):The
Odisha government has
decided to open 82 new
primary agriculture
cooperative societies
(PACS), 21 primary milk
cooperative societies
and to make five PACS
as multi-purpose
societies in Ganjam
district, an official said
on Sunday.
This was decided at the
Ganjam district

cooperative development
committee meeting, held
under the chairmanship
of district collector
Dibyajyoti Parida at
Chhatarpur recently.
The collector has
directed the cooperative
officials to prepare the
feasibility reports for
opening up of the new
PACS in panchayats,
where there is no PACS,
the official said.

Out of 503 panchayats
in the district, the PACS
are functioning in 421
panchayats at present.
In the last year, 21 new
PACS were opened,
said Biswaranjan Das,
deputy registrar of the
cooperative societies
(DRCS), Ganjam.
Similarly, at present, 55
primary milk
cooperative societies are
functioning under the

Greater Ganjam-
Gajapati Milk
Cooperative Union.
As per the decision of
the Central government,
each uncovered gram
panchayat will have a
PACS or a primary
dairy or fishery
cooperative to generate
e m p l o y m e n t
opportunities. This will
enable farmers to
realize better prices for

their products, and
expand their markets, he
said.
The DRCS said they
have already identified
five PACS in the district
to develop as multi-
purpose cooperative
societies. The main
purpose of the multi-
purpose cooperative
societies is to diversify
the business activities of
the PACS and to make

them vibrant economic
entities at the panchayat
level.
"We will further study
their potential before
recommending the
government to upgrade
them as multi-purpose
societies," said Das.
He said the PACS at
D a k h i n a p u r ,
Kukudakhandi Bipulingi,
Bada Baranga and
Dharakote will be

upgraded as multi-
purpose societies
The PACS will
undertake business
activities including
dairy, fishery, setting up
of godowns,
procurement of food
grains, sale of fertilizers,
seeds, LPG, petrol and
diesel etc. The societies
will also set up common
service centres, fair-
price shops, etc.

Devotees express concern as rainwater enters sanctum
sanctorum of Singhanatha temple, demand ASI intervention
Bhubaneswar,(KCN):The
local residents of
Badamba area in
Cuttack district have
expressed their concern
after they found
rainwater entering the
sanctum sanctorum of
Singhanatha shrine even
after a short spell of
rain.
According to sources,
the walls and the roof of
the shrine have
developed cracks.
Rainwater is reportedly
seeping through these
cracks. Despite writing
several times to the
Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) to carry
out necessary repair
work at the shrine it has
yielded no results, the
locals alleged.
Raising concern over

the safety and security of
the famous Shiva shrine,
Badama MLA Bijay
Kumar Dalabehara has
again written to the local
endowment commission
office and the ASI.
“All our pleas to carry
out necessary repair
works have fallen on
deaf ears. Despite
repeated requests to
ASI, no action has been
taken. We are
disappointed with the

stepmotherly attitude of
ASI,” said Ratnakara
Rana, priest.
Local MLA Dalabehera
said, “I have recently
visited Shinganatha
shrine. As it is under ASI
jurisdiction, I have sent
a letter to concerned
officials and ASI to carry
out necessary
developmental works
including another bridge
and fair-weather road to
the shrine.”

Supreme Court Orders Medical Re-Test Of
"Temporarily Unfit" UPSC Candidate
New Delhi(KCN): The
Supreme Court has
directed the Central
Standing Medical Board
to undertake a medical
re-test of a candidate
who passed Prelims,
Mains and Interview of
Civil Services
Examination (CSE)-2014
but was declared
'temporarily unfit' in
medical assessment.
The petitioner was
declared 'temporarily
unfit', due to his Body
Mass Index (BMI) being
31.75, which is higher
than the prescribed
standard of 30 BMI. He
applied for a re-medical
test but did not appear.
Thereafter, in January
2016, a consolidated
reserve list of candidates
was published for filling up
the remaining posts. He

was shown to have
secured 93rd rank on that
list but was not allotted
service.
Giving relief, a bench
presided over by Justice
PS Narasimha ordered,
"in the event the petitioner
qualifies in the medical re-
examination, he shall
neither claim appointment
in the 2014 Batch, nor will
he be entitled to seniority
in the Batch in which he
could be appointed. We

also clarify that, upon
clearing the re-medical, if
he is to be given an
appointment, his services
shall commence from the
date of the appointment.
This is an exceptional
case in which we have
exercised our jurisdiction
under Article 142 of the
Constitution of India to do
complete justice and as
such the present decision
shall not be treated as a
precedent in any case".

The Bench, also
comprising Justice Pankaj
Mithal, asked the
authorities to call the
petitioner for a re-medical
test within a period of four
weeks.
Earlier, the Central
Administrative Tribunal,
Patna, rejected the
petitioner's plea seeking
directions to be treated at
par with the other
candidates, observing that
he did not qualify for the
medical test.
In a similar case, the top
court in June 2022
directed re-medical test
and after that candidate
was found fit for all
services, it ordered
consideration of his
appointment, with all
consequential benefits
excepting salary for the
period he did not work.

Death Count In Himachal Pradesh Cloudbursts Rises To 11, 40 Still Missing
Shimla(KCN): The
death count due to flash
floods triggered by
cloudbursts in three
districts of Himachal
Pradesh has increased
to 11 with the recovery
of two more bodies
from Mandi district.
Over 40 people are still
missing after a series of
cloudbursts occurred in
Kullu's Nirmand, Sainj
and Malana, Mandi's
Padhar and Shimla's

Rampur subdivision on
the night of July 31 and
wreaked havoc.
The bodies of Sonam
(23) and three-month-old

Manvi were recovered
from Rajbhan village in
Padhar area of Mandi
district, officials said.The
rescue operations are

still underway and
sniffer dogs, drones and
other equipment are also
being used to locate the
m i s s i n g
people.According to
officials, 410 rescuers
from teams of the Army,
NDRF, SDRF, ITBP,
CISF, Himachal
Pradesh Police and
home guards are
involved in the hunt.
Over 30 people are
missing in Samej village

in Gram panchayat
Sarpara in Rampur
subdivision.
More machines have
been deployed and the
rescue operations are
going in full swing. As
the flow of water has
reduced, now machines
have reached the spot
where the missing
persons could be
possibly found, Up-
pradhan Sarpara C L
Negi said.

India beat Great Britain 4-2 in shoot-out to
qualify for semifinals of men’s hockey
Paris: India beat Great Britain 4-2 in penalty shoot-
out to enter the semifinals of the men’s hockey event
at the Paris Olympics, having played with 10 men
for more than 40 minutes here Sunday.This is their
second consecutive semifinal appearance at the
Games.India were reduced to 10 men after Amit
Rohidas was shown a red card for raising his stick
against a Great Britain player.Veteran custodian PR
Sreejesh, playing his last international tournament, stood
like a rock in front of the Indian goal, making saves after
saves.Down by a man, it was India who took the lead
through Harmanpreet Singh in the 22nd minute from a
penalty corner before Great Britain drew level through
Lee Morton from a field effort in the 27th minute.
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Gallant Gladiator with Gentleman’s Heart-Anshuman Gaekwad
 Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi

The scribe while on his
maiden overseas
commentary assignment
during the 1976
Caribbean cruise landed
at Grantley Adam
International Airport,
Bridgetown, Barbados on
March 3 to make
arrangements for the
direct broadcast of the
India-West Indies series
to India. All India Radio
(AIR) was covering
cricket series from the
Caribbean for its cricket-
loving listeners for the
first time. My fellow
commentator Suresh
Saraiya joined me the
following day to stich a
long-lasting friendship till
he left me lamenting on
July 16, 2012.
After humiliating innings
and 97 runs defeat in the
first Test in Barbados, we
five Indian mediamen
walked up to the Windies
skipper, Clive Lloyd to
ask about the rest of the
series. Briming with
confidence, after the
innings win, he said, “It
‘ll be clean sweep of the
series.”  However, the
following events proved
that cricket is a funny
game of glorious
uncertainties.  And
improbabilities did unfold
in the subsequent Tests

within three weeks.
The second Test at
India’s favourite
Caribbean hunting
ground was at the
picturesque Queens Park
Oval, Port-of-Spain,
Trinidad & Tobago
proved a different ball
game for the West
Indies. In the second
innings, the visitors
committed a fielding
hara-kiri when leading
Indian fielders Eknath
Solkar and Brijesh Patel
collided to catch a skier
from Clive Lloyd to spill
India’s chances of a
possible win and bring
the series on even keel.
When asked by ‘Radio
610’ commentators on
the fateful catch, scribe’s
remark was simple and
straightforward, “The
Indians let the West
Indies off the hook.”
However, India came
back from nowhere in
the third Test on the final
day to herald a historic
day in the annals of
Indian cricket. Clive
Lloyd challenged India to
score 403 runs and win
the Test. His calculation
was largely based on a
common perception that
the India is a two-and-a-
half batsmen
teamsbeyond reach. It
was commendable that a
team with limited batting
resources came back
strongly to score 406 runs
and emerge triumphant
by six wickets. It was a
momentous moment for
the touring team as only
“Invincible” legendary
Don Bradman’s team had

accomplished the said
feat of scoring more than
400 runs to win a Test at
Leeds in 1948. In this
turn about Test,
Anshuman Gaekwad laid
the foundation of win by
sharing 69 run opening
partnership with Sunil
Gavaskar who along with
Gundappa Vishwanath
recorded a century while
Mohinder Amarnath (85)
and Brijesh Patel
(unbeaten 49) made the
Indian Tricolour fly high
at Queens Park Oval.
The incredible Indian
victory found the Windies
skipper Clive Lloyd on
the mat. The knives were
out for him,and cricket-
crazy Caribbean fans had
their guns pointing at their
national captain for
defeat. The meek
surrender earlier in
Australia and the defeat
in Trinidad had put
Lloyd’s career on the
knife. It was a do-and-die
situation for him.
While Indians had a
spring in their step after
the victory at Trinidad,
West Indies side was
approaching in panic
mode, desperate not to
lose a home series.
Llyod packed his herd
with four fast bowlers
(Michael Holding, Wayne
Daniel, Vanburn Holder
and Bernard Julien) and
ordered a fiery fast pitch
at Sabina Park. The luck
favoured him in spin of
coin and India was asked
to bat first. The West
Indies seamers at their
fastest, so much was the
velocity of the ball that

one of them swirled away
Gavaskar’s cap. Luckily
it did not fall on the
stumps.
Holding tested Gaekwad
with three bouncers and

next he targeted
Gavaskar with battery of
bouncers and a beamer.
A request to umpires
Douglas Sang Hue and
Ralph Gosseinto intervene
and invoke Rule 46 (IV)
went unheeded. A leading
journalist Raju Bharthan
in his book, Indian Cricket
the Vital Phase has lucidly
described, “To expect
them (umpires Hue
&Gossein) to stop
Holding in his native
Jamaica was like asking
an ant to halt an
elephant.”
However, India got off to
a flying start with

Gavaskar (66) and
Anshuman Gaekwad
sharing a 136 run opening
partnership, before little
master was yorked by
Holding. Mohinder looked

good after his previous
heroics in Trinidad and by
tea, Indian scorecard read
148 for 1.
With clouds of danger
looking imminent on the
horizon, Lloyd quickly
permutated his battery of
pacers, but Gaekwad and
Mohinder remained
unperturbed.  But the
clouds hovering over the
nearby Blue Mountains,
finally drifted across to
Sabina Park. There was
a light drizzle and in the
failing light, play was
called off 30 minutes
before time with India on
178 for 1, Gaekwad on 60

and Amarnath on 26.
The home crowd had
yelled the whole day for
Mai-kaal, but the
Jamaican fast bowler
Michael Holding had

managed to get only
Gavaskar out.
The second day of the
match dawned dull and
cloudy. Gaekwad and
Amarnath held on bravely
to the missiles of bouncers
and beamers to take India
to 199 for 1. Lloyd felt the
pain of the match slipping
out of his hand and his
captaincy at stake,
employed bouncer
barrage on the Indian
batsmen. It paid off.
Amarnath while trying to
fend a bouncer gave a
simple catch to Julien at
short leg. The Indian
score read 205 for 1.

In those days when
abdominal guard, thigh
pad and batting gloves
used to be the only form
of protectionagainst a
cricket ball hurled at them
at 140-150 kilometers per
hour, it required not just
technical skills of the
highest order, but also
physical courage and
mental strength to stand
up and face fast bowling
without flinching. Egged
on by a partisan crowd,
Holding and Daniel went
full blast at the batsmen
who, managed to survive
despite taking the
occasional blow on their
body.
Gundappa Viswanath,
who replaced Amarnath,
was greeted by a vicious
bouncer which almost
beheaded him.The ball
grazed the glove of the
batsman as he took a
hasty evasive action and
crashed one bounce into
the fence behind wicket
keeper Deryck Murray!
Holding bowled a barrage
of bouncers and finallygot
one to rear up from just
short of good length. The
ball hit Viswanath on his
glove, fracturing a finger,
and lobbed on to the fielder
at short leg for a simple
catch
Next was Gaekwad’s turn
for ‘treatment’. In one
over from Holding, he was
hit twice with short
deliveries and crowd was
ecstatic, shouting, “Hit
him again, Mai-Kaal”
came the lusty chant.
Gaekwad and
Vengsarkar were
together at lunch with a

score at 237 for 3.
Gaekwad suffered a
nasty blow when he
ducked into a bouncer
from Holding that did not
rise as much. He was
struck behind his left ear
and collapsed on the pitch.
He lay writhing in pain as
the Indian team rushed to
the field to assist him on
to a stretcher and take him
to a hospital.It was a sad
end to one of the bravest
innings played in the
history of Indian cricket.
Next was only a formality
for the Windies win and
from there onwards use
pace as a weapon to keep
up their supremacy in
international cricket during
the next two decades.
Next day, before bidding
adieu to Caribbean with
famous lines of Calypso,
“But I'm sad to say I'm
on my way. Won't be
back for many a day”,
scribe went to see bed-
ridden Gaekwad in
Kingston Public Hospital
and moment, he saw me
he said, “Thank you,
Pandit ji.” Today in a
obituary to him, “Thank
you, Anshu,” from Pandi
Ji*.
• Scribe is
popularly addressed as
Pandit Ji in the cricket
and academic circles in
India.
TV & Radio Cricket

Commentator
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Kerala Tragedy
 ISHA DHIR

A Life of Service,
Courage, and Inspiration
(On the occasion of 1st death Anniversary)

One year has passed since
an extraordinary soul was
lost. On this first death
anniversary of Damodar
Mohanty, I remember a life
of my father that was a
beacon of resilience,
dedication, and inspiration.
At the age of 102, his
journey ended, leaving
behind a legacy that
continues to guide and
inspire us.
"A life so beautifully lived
deserves to be beautifully
remembered."
Born in a small village,
Damodar Mohanty
dedicated his life to serving
his country and community.
As a young man, he joined
the freedom movement,
standing shoulder to
shoulder with fellow
revolutionaries in the fight
for independence. His
unwavering commitment to
the cause of freedom earned
him the respect of his peers
and the admiration of his
community.
After India gained
independence, he had
joined in the police force,
where he served with honor
and integrity for over three
decades. As a retired police
inspector, he became a
symbol of justice and
courage, fearlessly
upholding the law and
protecting the rights of the
people. His dedication and
professionalism earned him
the prestigious Governor's
Medal for his exceptional
service to the nation.
After retirement, his spirit did
not dampen; instead, he
channeled his energy into
uplifting the lives of those
around him. As a social

worker, he tirelessly worked
towards improving the
conditions of the
u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d ,
advocating for their rights,
and providing support to
those in need. He touched
the lives of countless
individuals, bringing hope
and light to the darkest
corners of society. He also
served as President of a
National Political party in

Nimapada for eight years,
where he passionately
advocated for political
change and progress in the
region.
In addition to his selfless
service, he was an
accomplished writer. With a
passion for spirituality, he
penned five profound books
that touched the souls of
readers. His writings delved
into the depths of human
existence, offering insights
into the spiritual realm and
guiding readers on a path of
enlightenment and self-
discovery.
Damodar Mohanty's
contributions to society will
be remembered for
generations to come. His
unwavering commitment to
justice, his selfless service,
and his profound wisdom

will continue to inspire and
guide us. He leaves behind
a legacy of compassion,
courage, and a relentless
pursuit of truth.
"Those we love don't go
away; they walk beside us
every day."
On this first death
anniversary, I celebrate the
remarkable life of Damodar
Mohanty and the indelible
impact on me. His journey
from a freedom fighter to a
retired police inspector,
social worker, political leader
and spiritual writer serves as
a testament to the power of
resilience, determination,
and the influence one
individual can have.
Damodar Mohanty's spirit
lives on, reminding me to
stand up for justice, serve
others selflessly, and strive
for spiritual enlightenment.
As his youngest son, with
whom he spent the last part
of his life, profoundly
touched by the legacy he left
behind. My father was not just
a figure of strength and wisdom;
he was my guiding star, my
constant source of inspiration.
His teachings and love have
shaped me into who I am today.
"In the quiet moments, I still hear
his voice, guiding me,
comforting me, and reminding
me of the values he held dear.
His legacy is a light that will
never fade, a beacon of hope
and love that continues to
illuminate my life."
May his soul find eternal peace,
knowing that his legacy
continues to inspire
generations to come.

Nihar Rnajan Mohanty
Sr.Public Relations

Officer,
East Coast Railway,

Bhubanewar.

The landslides that occurred in
Kerala's Wayanad district early
on July 30, 2024, have
highlighted the area's increasing
susceptibility to natural
calamities that are made worse
by climate change and human
activity. The landslides, one of
Kerala's deadliest natural
disasters ever, claimed the
lives of at least 358 people,
injured over 273, and left 206
more missing.
Landslides cause a significant
loss of life and livelihoods even
if they are not as destructive
as cyclones, floods, or
droughts. A study from IIT
Madras claims that between
2001 and 2011, landslides
resulted in thousands of
displaced people and 847
deaths, or 8% of all fatalities
globally. It also claims that
13.17% of India is susceptible
to landslides, which is higher
than previously believed, and
that 4.75% of the country is
"very highly susceptible."
Kerala is the most landslide-
prone state outside of the
Himalayas, with around 14%
of its land mass classified as
"extremely high
susceptibility".  About 13% of
Kerala's land is vulnerable to
landslides, according to a study
done by the Keral University
of Fisheries and Ocean
Sciences using artificial
intelligence.
Causes
Landslides are a natural
phenomenon that usually
occur in steep mountainous
places where large volumes of
rock, boulders, loose mud, soil,
and debris are driven down the
hill with great force. Two
factors are the main causes of
landslides: precondition
variables and triggering
variables. Rocks, soil
topography, geomorphology,
and slope angle are a few
examples of conditioning
components. The main causes
of landslides in Kerala and
throughout India are heavy
rainfall combined with human
activity including road

construction, land use changes,
unapproved development, and
major deforestation.
Kerala has a tropical, humid
environment that speeds up
the chemical weathering of
rock when combined with
heavy rainfall. Particularly in
regions with steep slopes, this
process produces thick layers
of unstable soil that are
vulnerable to landslides.  A
growing human presence in

susceptible areas makes
landslides more likely. Two
weeks of constant rain, fifty
to seventy percent more than
usual during that time of year,
set the conditions at Wayanad.
In certain places, a single day's
rainfall of up to 250 mm (10
inches) exceeded the land's
ability to absorb water,
resulting in disastrous
landslides. The topsoil, which
was mixed with pebbles and
other elements, was saturated
by the rainfall.
Another reason for landslides
in Kerala is the clearing of trees
to make way for plantations.
Furthermore, the majority of
landslides in Kerala occur in
plantations, suggesting that
other agricultural practices and
mono-cropping—the removal
of huge, native trees that act as
an anchor between the top soil
and the bedrock—are
significant contributory causes.
Large, shallow-rooted
plantation crops like tea and
coffee are replacing these trees.
Response and Relief Efforts
The problem was handled
quickly despite its difficulty.
The Kerala State
administration coordinated

with central agencies to arrange
rescue and relief efforts. In the
worst affected districts, the
Indian Army and nine teams
of National Disaster Response
Force were positioned to
provide medical assistance and
evacuate stranded individuals.
Despite using helicopters and
boats, they had to negotiate
hazardous circumstances
while sifting through wreckage
and muck to find survivors.

Further, the rescue efforts were
complicated by continuous
rain, power outages, and
damaged infrastructure. The
State government set up 45
relief camps in the affected
areas, accommodating over
3,000 people.
 The Forecast
On July 29 and July 30,
respectively, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) issued an orange
warning and a red alert. The
red alert, which predicted
significant rainfall of more than
204 mm within 24 hours and
the potential for landslides and
flash floods, was issued for a
number of districts, including
Wayanad, Idukki, Thrissur,
Palakkad, Mallapuram,
Kozhikode, Kannur, and
Kasaragod. Because of the
heavy and concentrated
rainfall, they also issued a
warning about possible flash
floods and landslides. On July
29, 2024, landslides were
predicted in Kerala. The
probability of more than 204
mm of rainfall in a day was
indicated by the red alert,
raising the possibility of
landslides.

The IMD's short-term
weather forecasts proved to be
correct, as seen by the red alert
they had issued at 11:30 PM
on July 29 and their prediction
of severe rains at midnight. It
is true that during the early
hours of July 30, this rainfall
in Wayanad caused several
landslides that resulted in
severe destruction and
fatalities.
Could the loss have been
averted?
Despite the State having a well-
defined disaster management
plan for different disasters
including landslides and a
Disaster Management
Authority dedicated to
preparedness, mitigation, and
response to disasters, the loss
in the July 2024 landslides was
colossal.
Specifically, in the days leading
up to the landslides on July
29, 2024, the IMD had
predicted very heavy rainfall
for several districts, including
Wayanad, which contributed
to the issuance of the orange
alert. An orange warning
typically indicates very heavy
rainfall ranging from 6 cm to
20 cm within 24 hours, which
can potentially lead to flooding
and landslides, particularly in
vulnerable areas like the
Western Ghats. This alert
could have been taken seriously
by the State government. The
IMD, in a media briefing,
hinted that quicker relief
measures could have been taken
in landslides-hit Wayanad as
alerts were already issued.
Although the State
government, aware of the risk,
had pre-emptively evacuated
many residents from the
vulnerable areas, the evacuation
was not massive in response
to the intensity of the disaster,
thereby causing a massive loss.
The Union Home Minister
Amit Shah criticized the Kerala
government for not taking
adequate action based on the
early warnings. He pointed out
that timely evacuation from
high-risk areas could have

saved many lives. The Kerala
government defended its
actions, citing the
unprecedented rainfall i.e., over
572 millimetres which
exceeded the anticipated rain
from 115mm to 204mm as per
the orange alert and
emphasizing the need for
cooperation rather than blame
during such crises.
Landslides in Odisha
Landslides in Odisha pose a
significant threat to both
human life and the
environment. Notable
Landslides in Odisha are
Rayagada District Landslide
(2014);  Gajapati District
Landslide (2018); Kandhamal
District Landslide (2019).
Besides this, the hilly and
sloppy areas of Koraput and
Malkangiri districts are prone
to this disaster during
monsoon seasons. Landslides
in these hilly districts have
caused displacement of
communities, destruction of
farmlands, and damage to
infrastructure such as roads
and houses. The recurring
nature of these events
underscores the need for
comprehensive mitigation
measures in the region.
What can be done to avoid the
recurrence of this grave
disaster?
In general, afforestation and
reforestation;proper land use
planning; enforcement of
zoning laws; thorough
geological and hydrological
assessments before approving
new construction projects;
infrastructure development
including retaining walls and
terracing; improved drainage
systems; early warning
systems; Community
Education and Awareness  and
Research and Collaboration can
be considered the long-term
measures to reduce the loss
triggered by landslides.

Mobile:
8327712465
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'Aayi Nai': Rajkummar, Shraddha dance their
heart out in 2nd track from 'Stree 2'
The second track from
'Stree 2', called 'Aayi
Nai', was released
earlier. The song,
composed by Sachin-
Jigar, has already caught
the attention of fans.
The anticipation for
'Stree 2' continues to
build as the film's second
track, 'Aayi Nai,' was
released, featuring
dynamic performances
from lead actors
Rajkummar Rao and
Shraddha Kapoor. The
song, a high-energy
dance number,
showcases the duo's
impeccable chemistry
and infectious
enthusiasm.In 'Aayi Nai,'
Rajkummar and
Shraddha light up the
screen with their

Singh, Simran Choudhary,
Divya Kumar, also
features Aparshakti
Khurrana, Abhishek
Banerjee and Pankaj
Tripathi. The music has
been composed by
Sachin-Jigar.Directed by
Amar Kaushik, 'Stree 2'
is the sequel to the 2018
hit horror-comedy 'Stree,'
which was praised for its
unique blend of humour
and horror. With the release
of 'Aayi Nai,' expectations
for the film have only
heightened, setting the stage
for another memorable
cinematic experience.
The film will release in
theatres on August 15 and
will clash with John
Abraham's 'Vedaa' and
Akshay Kumar's 'Khel
Khel Mein'.

electrifying dance moves
and captivating presence,
adding to the excitement

for the highly awaited
sequel. The song's
vibrant visuals and

catchy beats have
already struck a chord
with fans, further

amplifying the buzz
around the film.
The song, sung by Pawan

Thangalaan War Song: Makers Unveil The Ultimate War Anthem Of The Year
(KGF) when KGF was
discovered by the British
who exploited and looted
it for their purpose. It’s
yet another film from the
South with an unusual
concept. Directed by Pa
Ranjith, the film is set in
pre-independence India.
‘Thangalaan’ starring
Chiyaan Vikram and
Malavika Mohanan in a
pivotal role is scheduled
for a worldwide release on
August 15, 2024, in Hindi,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
and Malayalam.

The highly anticipated
film 'Thangalaan',
starring Chiyaan Vikram
and Malavika Mohanan,
will hit theaters on
August 15, 2024. Ahead
its release, the makers
have unveiled the title
track, 'Thangalaan War
Song,' showcasing
Chiyaan Vikram as a
fierce tribal leader. Music
composer GV Prakash
Kumar shared the single
on X, saying, "Feel the
fury of our #Thangalaan
and his tribe with

#ThangalaanWarSong."
Sung by Sharath Santosh,
the song’s Telugu lyrics
are by Chandra Bose.
The title track captures
the energetic essence of
the film, perfectly setting
the stage for the epic tale
that Thangalaan promises
to be. With its powerful
beats and stirring melody.
'War Song' follows the
release of the film's first
single, "Minikki Minikki,"
released on July 17th.
Thangalaan is a real story
of Kolar Gold Fields

Actor Ajay Devgn and
director Tigmanshu
Dhulia are set to reunite
for a biopic on India's first
Dalit cricketer,
Palwankar Baloo.
Producer Priti shared a
note on X. After
'Maidaan', actor Ajay
Devgn will reportedly
feature in Tigmanshu
Dhulia's film on India's
first Dalit cricketer
Palwankar Baloo. Priti
Sinha, a film producer,
shared a note on X on
May 29, announcing the
same. The filming of the
biopic is likely to begin by
the end of 2023.

The film is touted to be
based on historian
Ramchandra Guha's
book 'A Corner Of A
Foreign Field'.
For the unversed,
Palwankar Baloo
belonged to the Dalit
community and began his
journey as a grounds
man at a cricket club in
Pune. In 1896, he was
selected to play for the
Hindu Gymkhana. The
book, written by Guha,
revolves around what
transpired throughout his
life (the discrimination he
faces throughout his
career).

Meanwhile, Ajay Devgn
was last seen in the biopic
'Maidaan'. It was based
on legendary footballer
Syed Abdul Rahim.
Apart from that, he was
also seen in the horror-
thriller 'Shaitaan', co-
starring Jyotika and
Madhavan in lead roles.
He will soon be seen in
Rohit Shetty's 'Singham
Again'. The film features
a bevy of actors,
including Ranveer Singh,
Arjun Kapoor, Deepika
Padukone, Tiger Shroff
and Kareena Kapoor. It
is slated for a release on
August 15, 2024.

Ajay Devgn, Tigmanshu Dhulia to unite for
film on India's first Dalit cricketer

5 Reasons To Stream RSVP Movies 'Ullozhukku' As It Releases On OTT
 Directed by Christo
Tomy, the film
masterfully weaves a
narrative that keeps
viewers engaged from
start to finish. This film
features esteemed
Malayalam actresses
Urvashi and Parvathy
Thiruvothu. The
narrative revolves
around a family
grappling with the
challenge of burying a
loved one amidst
escalating floodwaters,
leading them to uncover
profound secrets and
lies. Exploring themes
of love, loss, and
personal growth this film
promises compelling
storytelling and
powerful performances.
Let’s see five reasons
why ‘Ullozhukku’
should be in your
watchlist:

1. A Heartfelt Story
Ullozhukku presents a
powerful and
emotionally resonant
narrative that deeply
explores its characters'
experiences. The film’s
depiction of the family’s
harrowing journey
through grief and
conflict creates a
poignant and impactful
story. By capturing the
emotional depth of the
character’s struggles,
the film delivers a
memorable viewing
experience that lingers
long.
2. Engaging Plot
The movie maintains a
gripping and immersive
storyline that keeps
viewers engaged
throughout. The rich
narrative, combined
with striking visuals and

a strong plot, creates a
captivating experience.
Each twist and turn in
the story adds to the
suspense and emotional
depth, making it a
thoroughly engaging
watch that draws you
into the characters’
world and keeps you
invested in their journey.
3. Standout

Performances
Parvathy Thiruvothu
and Urvashi deliver
standout performances
that bring their
characters to life with
remarkable depth and
nuance. Their on-screen
chemistry is undeniable,
making their portrayals
a masterclass in
emotional expression.

4. Beautiful Music
Sushin Shyam's moving
musical score perfectly
complements the
narrative, elevating the
emotional impact of key
moments. His
compositions will leave
you mesmerised,
deepening your
connection to the
characters and their

experiences.
5. Honest Portrayal of
Human Flaws
Ullozhukku bravely
explores the
complexities of human
nature, showcasing
characters with genuine
vulnerabilities and
difficult decisions. This
thoughtful portrayal of
personal struggles and
the quest for
understanding will
resonate deeply with
audiences.
Ullozhukku has
cemented its status as a
major success story,
now available for
streaming on Amazon
Prime Video. The film's
continued acclaim and
popularity highlight its
position as one of the
standout offerings in its
genre.
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How much has J&K changed after Article 370?
Vivek Shukla

Budget Analysis

New provisions relating to assessment and reassessment

Adv. Narayan Jain & CA DilipLoyalka

1. The Finance
Act, 2021 had amended
the procedure for
assessment or
reassessment of income
with effect from 1st
April, 2021. The said
amendment modified,
inter alia, section 148,
section 149 and also
introduced a new section
148A.
2. The existing
provisions of section 148
provide the procedure for
issuance of notice to
initiate assessment or
reassessment or
recomputation under
section147.Theexisting
p r o v i s i o n s o f
thesaidsectionalsoprovide
details of what
constitutes ‘information’
for the purposes of
issuance of notice. The
said section further
provides the instances in
which the Assessing
Officer (AO) would be
deemed to have
information in order to
initiate the assessment or
r e a s s e s s m e n t
proceedings.

3. The existing
provisions of section
148A provide the
procedure to be followed
by AO before issuance
of notice under section
148, including conducting
inquiry, providing an
opportunity of being
heard to the assessee,
and passing an order prior
to reopening of a case.
The said section also
provides the
circumstances in which
such procedure does not
apply.
4.
Further,theexistingprovisionsof
section149providethetimelimits
for issuance of notice
under section 148 and
computation of the period
of limitation under various
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .
Furthermore, the existing
provisions of section 151
mandates to obtain
sanction from the
specified authority, for
issuance of notice under
section 148 or section
148A.
5. In this regard,
multiple suggestions have

been received by the
Government regarding the
considerable litigation at
various fora arising from
the multiple interpretations
of the provisions of
aforementioned sections.
Further, representations
have been received to
reduce the time-limit for
issuance of notice for the
relevant assessment year
in proceedings of
a s s e s s m e n t ,
reassessment or
recomputation.
6. Hence, it has
been proposed to
rationalize the
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d
reassessment provisions.
It is expected that the new
system would provide
ease of doing business to
taxpayers as there is a
reduction in time limit by
which a notice for
assessment or
reassessment or re-
computation can be
issued. The salient
features of the proposed
amendments are as
follows:-
(i) Substitution of
section 148:It is proposed
to substitute section 148
so as to provide that
before making the
a s s e s s m e n t ,
reassessment or
recomputation under
section 147 and subject to
the provisions of section
148A,the Assessing
Officer shall issue a notice
to the assessee, along
with a copy of the order
passed under section

148A(3) determining it
to be a fit case,
requiring him tofurnish
within such period as
may be specified, not
exceeding a period of3
months from the end of
the month in which such
notice is issued, a return
of his income or the
income of any other
person in respect of
whom he is assessable
under the Income tax
Act. Further, it is
proposed to provide that
no notice under this
section shall be issued
unless there is
information with the
Assessing Officer
which suggests that the
income chargeable to
tax has escaped
assessment in the case
of the assessee for the
relevant assessment
year.
Any information in the
case of the assessee
emanating from survey
conducted under section
133A, other than section
133A(2A), on or after
the 1stSeptember, 2024,
is proposed to be added
to thedefinitionof
‘information’ with
theAssessing Officer
which suggests that the
income chargeable to
tax has escaped
assessment.
It is further proposed to
provide that where the
Assessing Officer has
received information
under the scheme
notified under section

135A, no notice under
section 148 shall be issued
without prior approval of
the specified authority.
(ii) Substitution of
section 148A:It has been
further proposed to
substitute the section 148A
so as to provide that where
the Assessing Officer has
information which
suggests that income
chargeable to
t a x h a s e s c a p e d
assessmentin thecaseof
assesseeforthe relevant
assessment year, he shall,
before issuing any notice
under section 148, provide
an opportunityof
beingheard tosuch
assessee, byservingupon
him a notice to show cause
as to why a notice under
section 148 should not be
issued in his case, and such
notice shall be
accompanied by the
information which
suggests that income
chargeable to tax has
escaped assessment in his
case for the relevant
assessment year.
Thereafter, on receipt of
notice under sub-section
(1), the assessee may
furnish his reply, within
such time, as may be
specified in such notice.
The Assessing Officer
shall, on the basis of
material available onrecord
and taking into account the
reply of the assessee
furnished under section
148A(2), if any, pass an
order with the prior
approval of the specified

authority under section
148A(3), determining
whether or not it is a fit
case to issue notice
under section 148.
It is further proposed that
the provisions of this
section shall not applyin
the case of an assessee
where the Assessing
Officer has received
information under the
scheme notified under
section 135A pertaining
to income chargeable to
tax escaping assessment
for any assessment year
in his case.
(iii) Time Limit
under sec.149:The time
limitation for issuance of
notice under section
148A and section 148 is
proposed to be provided
in section 149 of the Act
as follows:
a) In normal
cases, no notice under
section 148A shall be
issued if 3 years have
elapsed from the end of
the relevant assessment
year. Notice beyond the
period of 3 years from
the end of the relevant
assessment year can be
taken only in a few
specific cases;
b) in normal cases,
no notice under section
148 shall be issued if 3
years and 3 months have
elapsed from the end of
the relevant assessment
year. Notice beyond the
period of 3 years and 3
months from the end of
the relevant assessment
year can be takenonly in

a few specific cases;
c) in specific cases,
where as per the
information with the
Assessing Officer, the
income escaping
assessment amounts to or
is likely to amount to
Rs.50 lakh or more,
notice under section
148A can be issued
beyond the period of 3
years but not beyond the
period of 5 years from
the end of the relevant
assessment year;
d) in specific cases,
where the Assessing
Officer has in his
possession books of
account or other
documents or evidence
related to any asset or
expenditure or
transaction or entry (or
entries) which reveal that
the income chargeable to
tax, which has escaped
assessment amounts to or
is likely to amount to
Rs.50 or more, notice
under section 148 can be
issued beyond the period
of 3 years and 3 months
but not beyond the period
of 5 years and 3 months
from the end of the
relevant assessment year.
(iv) S p e c i f i e d
authority under section
151:It is proposed to
substitute section 151 so
as to provide that
specified authority for the
purposes of sections 148
and 148A shall be the
Additional Commissioner
or the Additional Director
or the Joint

Commissioner or theJoint
Director.
(v) Section 152: It is
proposed to amend the
section 152 so as to
provide that where a
search has been initiated
under section 132 or
requisition is made under
section 132A or a survey
is conducted under section
133A [other than under
sub-section (2A)] on or
after the 1stApril, 2021 but
before the 1stSeptember,
2024, the provisions of
section 147 to 151 shall
apply as they stood
immediately before the
commencement of the
Finance (No. 2) Act,
2024.
(vi) It is also proposed
to amend section 152 so
as to provide that
whereanot iceunders
ection148hasbeenissu
e d o r a n o r d e r u n d
ersection148A(d)hasbeen
p a s s e d ,
priortothe1stSeptember,2024,
the assessment,
reassessment or
recomputation in such
case shall be governed as
per the provisions of
sections 147 to 151, as
they stood prior to their
amendment by Finance
(No. 2) Act, 2024.
Theamendmentswilltak
eeffectfro mthe1
stdayofSeptember, 2024.

(Adv. Jain and
CA Loyalka are

authors of the famous
book “How to

Handle Income Tax
Problems’’)

On August 5, 2019, five
years ago, with the
permanent abrogation
of Article 370 from
Jammu & Kashmir,
India truly became one
from Kashmir to
K a n y a k u m a r i .
Previously, due to
Article 370, many laws
and regulations of the
Indian Constitution
were not applicable in
Jammu & Kashmir. As
a result, Jammu &
Kashmir was lagging
behind other states in
terms of development.
Pakistan, with its
support, was
perpetuating terrorist
activities there.
Gunshots and bomb
blasts were
commonplace in the
state. There was
incessant stone-pelting
on civilians and security
forces. The murders of
innocent civilians were
not taken seriously.
When Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
announced the
abrogation of Article
370 from Jammu &
Kashmir in Parliament
on August 5, 2019, the
nation was taken aback.

After all, the country
had been convinced that
abrogating Article 370
was impossible. The
special status granted to
Jammu & Kashmir was
abolished. The state
was also divided into
two parts.This decision
was supported by the
BJP and its allies, along
with some opposition
parties.
Undeniably, after the
abrogation of Article
370, terrorism in the
state has been
significantly curtailed.
Stone-pelting has
stopped, and tourists
have begun visiting the
valley. However, in
recent times, attempts
have been made to
revive terrorism from
across the border in the
Jammu region of the
state. These attempts
are being met with a
strong response.
When will the
elections be held in
the state?
Meanwhile, India’s
Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar, along with other
senior election officials,
is visiting the state
capital Srinagar on
August 8. He will stay in
Srinagar for two to three
days, meet with various
political parties and
prominent citizens, and
assess the situation in the
state. The
announcement of the

state assembly elections
is likely to be made after
the election commission
team returns from
Srinagar. It is certain that
the elections in the state
will be held in
September. After that,
assembly elections will
be held in the state every
five years, just like in
other states. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has also promised to
form the Jammu &
Kashmir Assembly by
the end of September
2024. The Supreme
Court has instructed the
Election Commission to
complete the state
assembly elections by
September 30.
What is going to
happen?
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had clearly
stated in an interview on
March 24 that the central
government is
considering the removal
of the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act
(AFSPA) from Jammu
& Kashmir. He also
mentioned the plan to
withdraw troops from
the valley. He said that
the Narendra Modi
government has
prepared a plan. Under
this, the central military
forces will be withdrawn
from Jammu & Kashmir.
Jammu & Kashmir
Police will be made
specifically responsible
for the area. Currently,

the local police, in an
auxiliary role, are
leading all anti-
terrorism operations
alongside the central
forces. The Jammu &
Kashmir Police is
being strengthened.
Moving forward, the

central forces will
support them from
behind. In recent
times, some terrorist
incidents have
occurred, and innocent
lives have been lost.
Some brave soldiers of
the security forces
have also laid down
their lives for the
country.
Terrorists had attacked
a bus carrying pilgrims
in the Reasi area of
Jammu & Kashmir.
Ten innocent people

were killed in the attack.
A few days before that,
a tourist bus was also
attacked in Pahalgam.
The opposition parties
had also targeted the
government over this
incident. The government
has taken these incidents

seriously. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself,
and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, have said
that the government is
working to uproot and
wipe out the roots of
terrorism from Jammu &
Kashmir.
According to sources,
before the abrogation of
Article 370 in Jammu &
Kashmir, stone-pelting
incidents were leading to
injuries and deaths.
Attacks were being
carried out on security

forces, which have now
declined by 80-85%.
The government claims
that terrorism in Jammu
& Kashmir has
decreased by 70%.
After the abrogation of
Article 370, the central
government launched a

major plan to revive the
state's ancient
civilization and culture
in the valley. Under
this, centers of faith and
spiritual sites were
renovated. Various
fairs and festivals were
organized to promote
local culture. These
fairs and festivals had
been closed for years
due to the rise of
terrorism. In 2023, the
Maa Sharada Devi
Temple, located near
the Line of Control,

was rebuilt and opened
for worship for the first
time after
independence. The
Kheer Bhawani temple,
which had been closed
for years, was
reopened for darshan
and worship. The

Kheer Bhawani fair was
held. Tourists, along
with local people,
flocked to the fair in
large numbers. The
government has
restored and repaired
123 old sites, including
temples and Sufi
shrines, and reopened
them for the public.
The central government
has provided Rs. 42
crore for the
development of the
historic Hazratbal
shrine. Mega cultural

events were organized
across the state.
The most important thing
is that after the
abrogation of Article
370 in Jammu &
Kashmir, the Panchayati
Raj Act 1989 was
implemented in the state.
The objective was to
implement all three tiers
of democracy, the
legislature, the
executive, and the
judiciary, and to
strengthen the
democratic process. At
the time of the last Lok
Sabha elections, about
58% voter turnout was
recorded for the five
Lok Sabha seats in the
state. This level of voter
turnout was not seen in
the last few Lok Sabha
elections in the state. Is
this not considered a
r e m a r k a b l e
achievement?
Talking to the common
people in Srinagar
markets, it seems that
while the people of the
state may not have
completely forgotten
Article 370, they don't
have time to discuss it.
They now want to move
forward. They yearn for
peace and a brighter
future.
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 Deputy CM Parida Lauded by Gop Bikash Parishad

Bhubaneswar, (KCN
Bureau): In a significant
and celebratory event, the
Gop Bikash Parishad
organized a citizens'
felicitation ceremony to
honour Odisha's Deputy
Chief Minister Pravati
Parida for her remarkable
contributions. Presided
over by the organization’s
president Satyapriya
Nayak, the ceremony took
place in Kushupur, Gop,
Puri drawing a
distinguished gathering of
dignitaries and local

residents.
Medical Superintendent
of Gop CHC Dr.
Jasmine Afroz, Vice
Chairman of Gop Block
Banaranjan Pattnaik,
officers from various
governmental and non-
governmental offices in
the Gop and Konark
areas, women's
organizations, teacher
organization president
Sibadatta Nayak, Sevak
organization president
Alok Jena and others
felicitated Deputy Chief

Minister Srimati Parida.
Dr. Afroz presented
Parida with flower
bouquets and a Konark
Chakra plaque. In this
moment, Srimati Parida
complimented Dr. Afroz
on the well-managed
hospital and excellent
patient services.
The occasion began with
a series of heartfelt
tributes celebrating
Parida's crucial role in
driving developmental
initiatives throughout
Odisha. Her steadfast

commitment to welfare
programmes and
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
development has
profoundly impacted the
lives of many in the
state. During her
address, Deputy Chief
Minister Pravati Parida
expressed her sincere
gratitude for the
recognition from Gop
Bikash Parishad. She
highlighted the
significance of
collective effort in
achieving growth and

prosperity across Odisha
and pledged to continue
her tireless work towards
the welfare and
advancement of the
people.Leaders and
members of Gop Bikash
Parishad lauded Parida's
visionary leadership,
emphasizing her role as a
driving force for positive
change in the region. As
the event drew to a close,
attendees expressed their
optimism for a brighter
future, where
collaborative endeavors
led by dedicated leaders
like Pravati Parida
continue to uplift and
empower communities
across Odisha. The
felicitation of Deputy
Chief Minister Pravati
Parida is a testament to
her unwavering
commitment to societal
betterment and her
outstanding service to the
community.Among others
present at the occasion
were Gop Bikash
Parishad Secretary
Narendra Dash, BJP
youth leader Mandeep
Paikary ,BJP District
General Secretary
Sushant Swain, Rajkishor
Nayak.

Social worker Anju Sharma started a
campaign, Plant trees, save life.

New Delhi(KCN):
Trees and plants are very
important in human life.
They have an important
contribution in
environmental protection.
Understanding the
importance of trees,
Delhi's social worker
Anju Sharma and her
entire family have started
a campaign to plant trees
and save life. Anju
Sharma has started a
campaign to plant
thousands of trees all
over Delhi. She says that
planting trees gives
peace. These trees will
keep the environment in
balance. If we want to
avoid dangers like climate
change, then we will
have to plant as many
trees as possible. The
slogan of Plant trees,
save the country is
coming to mind today.

The country will be strong
only when the
environment is safe. If in
the race of modernity we
forget to protect the
environment, then even if
the country develops,
development will not be
possible. Planting as
many trees as possible
should be everyone's
goal. The importance of
trees and plants has been
going on since ancient
times.  Along with various
types of herbs, we also
get oxygen in the form of
life from trees and plants.
Trees and plants are
necessary for balancing
the atmosphere and
protecting the
environment. But, the
way trees have been cut
in the last few years, its
consequences have also
started coming to the
fore. It is affecting

humans in many ways
like untimely rains, heat
in winter, melting of
glaciers, epidemics etc.
The whole world is
worried about this. Many
types of campaigns are
being run for this. People
are also being made
aware. Along with
water-life-greenery,
thousands of plants have
also been planted under
MNREGA. Due to
which some greenery
has come. People are
being made aware and
motivated to plant trees.
The Prime Minister of
the country, Narendra
Modi, has also started a
campaign in the name of
Ek Ped Maa. Anju
Sharma and her entire
family have been feeding
mute animals in Delhi for
many years. If any mute
animal is sick or looks
injured and she comes to
know about it, she sends
her colleague to get it
treated.  She has been
helping a needy person
or an orphan girl in
marriage and in the
education of children.
She also stays away from
media and social media.
She says that help should
be done in such a way
that no one other than
God should know about it.

6th Water Sports Meet - 2024
Sponsored by Jamkash Concluded

 SRINAGAR :The 6th
Water Sports Meet -
2024, organized by the
Swim N Survive Society
Kashmir and the
Underwater Sports
Association of J&K,
successfully concluded
today. The event
featured around 15
competitions, with about
120 enthusiastic
swimmers aged between
6 and 58 from all walks
of life participating.
The valedictory function
was graced by Chief
Guests Mahmood
Ahmad Shah, Director
Handicrafts Handloom
Kashmir, and Shafat
Yahya, Joint Director
Budget. A. R. Bhat,

Chief General Manager
of Jamkash Vehicleades
Kashmir Pvt Ltd, who
sponsored the event, was
also present, along with
SNSS-K President
Shakeel Ahmad,
renowned Swimming
Expert Riyaz Wani,
SNSS-K Secretary Yasir
Makhdoomi, and other
swimming experts,
including Zahid Iqbal,
Mudasir Jeelani Chasti,
Sheikh Rashid Fayaz,
Mohsin Fayaz, Nasir
Majeed Mir, Owais
Rashid, Moonis Majid
Wani, and Javed Ahmad.
The guests praised all the
winners and runners-up,
commending the
dedication of the Swim

and Survive Society
Kashmir's swimming
experts who provided
early morning training
sessions despite their
busy schedules.
Junaid Shafi Sofi was
named Best Swimmer,
while Zaynab Ashfaq
Bala and Muteeb Yaqoob
were recognized as the
most disciplined
swimmers.
The Secretary of SNSS-
K remembered its
former president, the late
Shahid Afzal Zadie, for
his unwavering
contribution to the
society, and extended
heartfelt thanks to the
Department of Tourism,
the swimming experts,
officials, and especially
Jamkash Vehicleades
Kashmir Pvt Ltd,
particularly Chief
General Manager A. R.
Bhat, for their crucial
support. The event was
sponsored by Jamkash
Vehicleades Kashmir
Pvt Ltd, whose
contribution was
essential to its success.

"India will become a Global Guru in Tribal Culture"
says Professor Dr. Om Prakash Bharti.
Kolkata , ( Arindam
Bhattacharya ) -While
discussing tribal lifestyle
and culture two
important facts are
observed firstly nature
worship and secondly
humanism. The tribal
people worship trees,
mountains, rivers,
animals and birds.  And
it is often seen that their
tribes are named after
trees, mountains, rivers,
animals and birds. Today
the world is concerned
about nature and the
environment.  We can
take inspiration from the
way of life led by the
tribal society to
conserve environment

and nature. These tribal
societies also worship
their folk heroes as gods
such as Lord Birsa
Munda, Tilka Majhi etc.
All these heroes are
human, they are not
avatars.  Their struggle
was not for any state or
power rather was to
protect forests, land and
culture. As such these
heroes are worshiped.
The forest people actually
worship sacrifice and
ideals.  Recently,
Professor Dr. Bharti, who
has been associated with
Indian cultural practices
for a long time, gave a
private interview in
Kolkata. He had served

as former Deputy
Secretary of Drama
Department of Sangeet
Natak Academy, Delhi,
former Director of EZCC
in Kolkata and former
Cultural Ambassador of
India to Fiji. According to
him, the present tribal
heroes need to evaluate and
understand their leadership
and communication

management even during
the struggle of tribal
research and studies.
Paharia Tribe's folk hero,
Tilka Majhi killed two
British collectors of
Bhagalpur at the district
headquarters during his
fight against the British
power. He was helped by
the Santal, Munda and
Bhuiya tribes in this fight.

His leadership brought the
tribes of different
languages and cultures
together.  Though forest
travel was difficult, yet the
communication was so
effective that for a long
time the most powerful and
well-trained British army in
the world could not crush
these tribal revolts.  There
are many more tribal folk
heroes like Tilka Majhi.
The nation needs to
understand their
communication and
leadership management.
By developing this
understanding, India will foster
towards becoming a ' Global
Guru' with the richness of
indigenous culture.

After the death of mother and son in Khoda Colony accident,
Delhi government and Lieutenant Governor are face to face.
New Delhi(KCN): The
entire family is in shock
due to the death of mother
and son who lost their
lives in an accident that
happened three days ago
on the Delhi-UP border.
Tanuja (24) and her son
were swept away in the
drain due to heavy rains.
A happy family died due
to the careless system. On
the other hand, politics has
started regarding this
incident. A round of
allegations and counter-
allegations has started
between the Delhi
government and the
Lieutenant Governor?
In fact, the Delhi
government is calling the
drain in which the mother
and son died after falling
as a DDA drain. On the

other hand, the
Lieutenant Governor's
office clarified on this
and said that this drain
comes under the
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD). The
drain was open so the
MCD is responsible for
it. The mother and son

lost their lives due to the
carelessness of the
MCD.  On Saturday,
workers and leaders of
Aam Aadmi Party, which
is in power in Delhi
government and MCD,
protested at the
residence of the
Lieutenant Governor,

blaming DDA for this
negligence. According
to the police, LG office
gave clarification in
Khoda Colony of
Ghaziabad: Local MLA
Kuldeep Kumar, Aam
Aadmi Party MLA Dilip
Pandey, MP Sanjay
Singh held DDA
responsible for this
incident and demanded
resignation from
Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena. They say
that DDA comes under
LG and he should take
responsibility for this
incident. However, LG
office rejected the
statement of these Aam
Aadmi Party leaders
and said that the drain in
which the drowning
incident took place in

Khoda Colony comes
under MCD. Which is
controlled by Aam Aadmi
Party. In such a situation,
it is wrong to blame
another agency.
Whenever the blame can
be put on Aam Aadmi
Party in any case, the
Lieutenant Governor is in a
hurry to come for photo-op,
but his absence in this case
clearly shows his ill-will.
The drain under the
jurisdiction of the MCD,
which has recently been
transferred to the MCD by
the DDA, ends 25-30 metres
away from the accident site.
The drain constructed by the
DDA at the entrance of the
market, covered with RCC
slabs, has an open manhole
into which the child and the
mother fell.

Guru Gobind Singh College of Management and
Technology celebrated  "Sawan  Month" with

organizing  Tree Plantation in the college campus

NewDelhi,(KCN):Tree
plantation is a very
necessary because trees
provide oxygen  to the
environment and make the
air quality better.  Trees
remove carbon dioxide
from the air as they grow,
tree planting can be used
to help limit climate
change. If more trees are
planted then world's
environment will become
a safer place to live.  Tree
plantations also reduce

pollution, thus making
the life of future
generations secure.
Trees contribute to their
environment over long
periods of time by
providing oxygen,
improving air quality,
climate amelioration,
conserving water,
preserving soil, and
supporting wildlife.
During the process of
photosynthesis, trees
take in carbon dioxide

and produce the oxygen
we breathe. Guru Gobind
Singh College of
Management and
Technology celebrated
"Sawan  Month" with
organizing  Tree
Plantation in the college
campus.  All the staff
members and students
were present.  Principal
Dr.  R. K. Uppal
highlighted the
significance of tree
plantation to the students.
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42.82L MGNREGS job
cards deleted in Odisha
New Delhi(KCN): As
many as 42,82,945
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS)
job cards from Odisha
were among the
4,43,04,661 that have
been deleted since 2019-
20 fiscal, Union Minister
of State for Rural
Development Kamlesh
Paswan told the Rajya
Sabha, Friday.
“Verification of job
cards is a regular
exercise conducted by
the states/Union
Territories.
Job cards can be
cancelled/deleted after
due verification only if
it is a fake job card
(incorrect job card);
duplicate job card;
households not willing to
work; family shifted
from gram panchayat

permanently; and single
person in job card and
that person has expired,”
Paswan said. Of the
total, 22,24,982 job cards
were deleted in 2024-25
till July 30 this year. The
minister said 1,02,71,048
job cards were deleted in
2023-24, 2,25,38,538 in
2022- 23 and 50,39,649
in 2021-22. Job card

deletions stood at
27,97,013 in 2020-21
and 14,33,431 in 2019-
20. Among the states,
99,26,063 job cards
were deleted in Bihar,
91,42,876 in Uttar
Pradesh, 42,82,945 in
Odisha, 24,05,859 in
West Bengal, 37,74,160
in Madhya Pradesh,
35,54,193 in Andhra

Pradesh and 17,93,357
in Jharkhand since
2019-20. According to
the ministry website,
14.23 crore job cards
have been issued
under MGNREGS,
covering 24.77 crore
workers. Of these, 9.1
crore job cards are
active, covering 13.11
crore workers.

Keonjhar Administration Coordinates Rescue
Efforts for 4 Stranded Devotees in Kedarnath

Keonjhar(KCN): The
Keonjhar district
administration is working
dedicatedly to ensure the
safe rescue of four local
residents trapped in
Kedarnath, Uttarakhand,
due to adverse weather
conditions and recent
landslides. Following the
state government’s
instructions, officials are
maintaining constant
communication with the
stranded individuals and
providing necessary
assistance.
Keonjhar District
Magistrate Vishal Singh

has personally contacted
the Rudraprayag District
Magistrate, requesting
assurance of the four
devotees’ safety. The
Rudraprayag Magistrate
has assured that all four
people will be shifted to a
safe place tomorrow if
the weather turns
favourable.
The four Kanwariyas
have been trapped for the
past three days following
a massive landslide
caused by a cloudburst.
The stranded individuals
are Sadanada Sahu (35)
from Jagmohanpur

village, Kartik Khilar
(44) from Saruali village,
Maheshwar Pradhan
(54) from
Chandrashekharpur
village and Rushinath
Mahant (28) from
Kempasada village.
The group had offered
prayers at the Kedarnath
temple on July 31 and
was scheduled to return
home on August 1.
However, their plans
were disrupted when the
Kedarnath highway
between Sonprayag and
Gourikund was washed
away due to the

cloudburst on the night
of July 31. A bridge on
the route was also
destroyed by landslides,
resulting in at least 16
fatalities and leaving
over 1,000 devotees
stranded.
In response to the crisis,
the Air Force, State
Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), and
National Disaster
Response Force
(NDRF) have been
deployed for rescue
operations in the
affected area.

Inter-State Dacoit Gang Busted in Bolangir, Nine Held
Bolangir(KCN):
Police busted an inter-
state dacoit gang in
Bolangir district on
Friday and arrested nine
members of the gang.
The arrested persons
have been identified
as1. Ritik Chawhan,
Vill-Silmawada ,PS-
Bilpak, Dist-
Ratnam,MP2. Krishna
Pimple, Vill/PS-
Gandhinagar, Dist-
Siuor, MP3. Rabi
Behelia, Vill-Jijuwada,
PS-Sohagpur,Dist-
Narmadapram,MP 4.
Saklal Singh, Vill-
J a m n i t a l a , P S -

S o h a g p u r , D i s t -
Narmadapuram,MP 5.
Raju Pawhar, Vill-
T u r a k a p a , P S -
S o h a g p u r , D i s t -
Narmadapuram,MP 6.
Bantu Dehelia,Vill-
J a m n i t a l a , P S -
S o h a g p u r , D i s t -
Narmadapuram,MP 7.
Nilesh Deepak
Kale,Vill-Natnagar,PS-
S a t a r a , D i s t -
Aurangabad,MH 8.
Akshaylalju Chawhan,
Vill-Mohannagar, PS-
Bhirbala, Dist-
Aurangabad, MH9.
Goparanjan Prusty, Vill-
Barpali, Dist-Bargarh

Based on the clues
obtained by the cyber
and CCTV analysis
team, multiple teams
were formed
comprising staff and

officers of Loisinga
PS, Patnagarh PS,
Town Police and
Cyber PS/Cell. These
teams apprehended
the above-mentioned

accused persons and
seized stolen articles
from their possession.
Seized Items: i. Gold
ornaments fitted with a
stone weighing about

160.463 gramsii. Silver
ornaments fitted with a
stone weighing about
1708.42 gramsiii. Cash
of rs 2,03,700iv. Bank
accounts frozen with Rs
3,40,616 balance.v. One
stolen Honda Activa
Scootyvi. One silver
colour wristwatchvii. 07
numbers of mobile
phonesviii. Other
h o u s e - b r e a k i n g
equipment & articles
On 27.07.2024 basing
the written report of the
complainant Phalguni
Bisi of Sarasmunda
village of Bolangir, the
aforesaid case was
registered where the

complainant alleged
that he was working as
a night watcher at
Bharat Gas godown.
On the intervening night
of dt 26/27.07.2024 at
about 12.00 AM, 10-12
unknown persons
suddenly entered into
their godown took
him to the backside
and threatened him to
hand over the cash or
other property
available.
Before this incident
also, a series of
burglary cases had
occurred under
different Police
Stations in Bolangir

district including in
Lathor PS, Patnagarh
PS and Bolangr Town
PS area.
During the
investigation of the
aforesaid case with
the help of analysis of
CCTV footage
available from
different places and
with the help of Cyber
PS and cyber cell
staff it is ascertained
that some outsiders
who were staying near
Balangir Road Rly
Station are suspected
of being involved in
these cases.
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Experience the best-in-class customer services at
11 new Alpha Service Centers across India

ATLAS OF AFFLUENCE - INDIA’S FIRST EVER WHITE
PAPER ON LUXURY LAUNCHED AS A YEARLY

Imager cleaning and
firmware updates and
220+ collection centers
pan India.

The service centers
are equipped with
necessary jigs and tools
to deliver best quality
repair of Alpha camera
body, Camera Lens,
Professional Cameras
and other digital imaging
products like Digital Still
Cameras and
Camcorders. Customers
can also avail instant
services for basic
supports like CCD
Imager cleaning and
getting the latest
firmware update to enjoy
best performance from
their products. The
friendly customer care
staff at these service
centers will help
customers to register

their in-warranty
products on Sony Alpha
Community portal to
enable them avail free
of cost additional one
year warranty on
applicable products.

Speaking on the
occasion, Mr. Mukesh
Srivastava, Head of Digital
Imaging Business at Sony
India, said, “By supporting
and assisting partners in
local markets, Sony aims to
ensure customers receive
exceptional service and
satisfaction along with
quicker and faster
turnaround at all outlets
across the country. The
new service centers will
offer customers a
seamless experience
across multiple touch-points
to provide a consistent
brand experience that
surpasses expectations.”

Blenders Pride Fashion
Nights arrives in

Bhubaneswar
Bhubaneswar : Blenders Pride Fashion Nights, a
unique travelling experiential property, arrived in the
City of Temples – Bhubaneswar – celebrating the
authentic sprit of the city through fashion and style.
A spirit that echoes with Pride and inspires the
creators of today to become icons of
tomorrow.Bhubaneswar’s‘Made of Artistic Flair’
edition for Blenders Pride Fashion Nights, brought
together an eclectic evening that blended fashion,
culture and dance, celebrating a symbolic
amalgamation of homegrown artistry and the
unwavering spirit of local talent.

Exemplifying the region’s signature weave
through a curated evening at the majestic Vivanta,
Bhubaneswar, DC Square was Odia designer
Sabyasachi Satpathy, whose intricately crafted
ensembles drew inspiration from the multicultural city
and its colourful history.In a true celebration of
Odisha’s distinct and masterful craftsmanship, the
show was elevated with a captivating performance
by the Prince Dance Group– from the small Odisha
town of Berhampur – widely lauded for their artistry.
The show drew to a finale with none other than actor
Diana Penty, who captivated the audience in a
beautiful ensemble by the designer. The “Made of
Artistic Flair” edition of Blenders Pride Fashion Nights
was a beautiful embodiment of the rich craft and
cultural heritage of the city in a modern and
contemporary setting.

Taking us on a ‘Jatra’ – The Journey of a Young
Woman – theshow encapsulated the journey of a
woman from post adolescence to her nuptials,
navigating the various challenges, trials and significant
moments that come her way.The enigmatic journey
was captured through the array of colours and textiles
that Odisha Bandha/Ikkat offers.

fashion, design, crafts and
retail, AOA 2022, is the
first such wide and deep
white paper from India
that dissects consumer
behaviour studied
through the prism of
luxury.
A collective reflection on
what affluence means in
India spiked during the
two years of the
pandemic. Charting the
post-pandemic market
and the clearly altered
consumer mindset

through a specially
commissioned study
across six cities and
markets of India, AOA
2022 has been published
as a book with exclusively
commissioned artworks.
This study uses the time
graph of “pre-pandemic”
and “post-pandemic”
months to specify a
comparative matrix. It also
helps debunk long-held
ideas about what affluence
and luxury have meant to
Indians.

Bhubaneswar : Sony
India is expanding its
Alpha Service Network
across 11 cities in India
including Mumbai,
Coimbatore, Jaipur, Pune,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Trivandrum, Chennai,
Indore, Bhubaneshwar
and Guwahati. This is
expansion for Alpha
Camera body and lens
repairs facilities is a
testament to the brand's
continued dedication to
customer satisfaction.
Sony now has the widest
service network of after
sales support for Digital
Imaging products with 8
service centers for lens
repairs,18 service
centers for Alpha
Camera Body repair,
40+ service centers
which can offer basic
services like CCD

FEATURE
Mumbai: Amidst leading
luminaries of industries
spanning across the
business of luxury, the
Atlas of Affluence
(AOA) 2022 has been
launched in Mumbai.
Created by The Voice of
Fashion (TVOF), a
division of Reliance
Brands Limited, the daily
digital magazine that
tracks and leads
conversations on Indian

NSDL launches “Market ka Eklavya- Express”
in 75 cities to mark 75 years of Independence

Mumbai:India’s largest
depository, National
Securities Depository
Limited (NSDL)
launched ‘Market ka
Eklavya– Express’, an
online investment
awareness program for
students that will be
conducted in 8 different
languages including
Hindi.The program
would serve as a
beginner’s guide for
investing for the youth.

To mark the
significance of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, an

initiative of Government
of India to celebrate 75
years of
independenceand the
glorious history of our
people, culture and
achievements, NSDL
has launched a new
init iat ive towards
investor awareness
‘Market Ka Eklavya -
Express’across 75
cities, especially aimed
at the college students
who would very soon
be entering the phase
where they would start
earning and naturally,

look for avenues of
investment.

Earlier this month,
Market ka Eklavya (5-
hours program) was
launched by the hon’ble
Finance Minister of
India, Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman at the silver
jubilee event of NSDL.

On the launch of the
initiative Ms. Padmaja
Chunduru,  MD &
CEO, NSDL said,
"Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav is a special
initiative launched by
our Prime Minister to

celebrate and
commemorate 75 years
of India 's
Independence.  Our
program has been
particularly aimed to
create awareness
about the f inancial
markets to the young
minds who will be the
future of our country.
In this Amrit Kaal, our
digital education
initiative focuses on
building a path towards
Financial Freedom for
our youth, symbolizing
the spirit of Atmanirbhar

Bharat.”
Students across India

willbenefit from this
program as it does not
restrict to just an area of
the population.The
program will be
conducted for 1 hour
andmainly educate the
students on demystifying
the jargons, 3I’s – types
of Income;Inflation and
its impact, types of
Investment; 3S – Start
early- Power of
Compounding, Spread
wide, Stay long etc.

Jindal Stainless signs MoU with SCTEVT, Odisha to train
future-ready stainless steel professionals

Bhubaneswar: Odisha’s
State Council for
Technical Education &
Vocational Training
(SCTEVT) today signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Jindal Stainless to
promote technical
education in the field of
stainless steel and its
various applications.
Under this MoU,
stainless steel courses
will be introduced in all
the Polytechnic colleges
in Odisha from June
2022. The MoU was
signed byVice Chairman,

SCTE&VT, Shri Reghu
G (IAS) and Unit Head,
Jindal Stainless Limited
(JSL), Shri Deepak
Agrawal. Dignitaries
present at the ceremony
i n c l u d e d C h a i r m a n ,
SCTE&VT and Principal
Secretary to
G o v e r n m e n t , S k i l l
Development and
Technical Education
(SDTE) and Industries
Departments, Shri Hemant
Sharma (IAS); Additional
Secretary, SDTE, Govt of
Odisha, Shri Tapan
Satpathy (OAS); Resident
Director, JSL, Mr SS

Upadhyay, and General
Manager, Sales &
Distribution, Mr Ranit
Rana.
Commending the
development,Chairman,
SCTEV&T and Principal
Secretary to Government,
SDTE and Industries
Departments, Shri Hemant
Sharma (IAS) said,“This
collaboration with Jindal
Stainless will enhance the
learning experience for
students and faculty both,
as it will give them insights
about and practical
exposure to the stainless
steel industry.

Nuvoco successfully completes AFR Project at itsRisda Cement
Plant, Chhattisgarh and Nimbol Cement Plant, Rajasthan

Bhubaneswar : Nuvoco
Vistas Corp. Ltd., India’s
fifth-largest cement
group in terms of
capacity and among the
leading players in East
India, successfully
announced the
completion of its
Alternative Fuel
Resource (AFR) project
at Risda Cement Plant
(RCP), Chhattisgarh and
Nimbol Cement Plant
(NCP), Rajasthan. This
milestone achievement
illustrates Nuvoco's
commitment to reducing
dependency on fossil
fuels and promoting
sustainable practices
within the cement
industry. With the use of
alternative fuels, the
company strives to
reduce the usage of fossil
fuels and minimize its
environmental impact.
Alternative fuels are a
crucial step towards
reducing carbon
emissions and mitigating
the adverse effects of
climate change. Nuvoco
has dedicatedly installed
a system that is capable
of utilizing agricultural
waste, RDF (Refused
Derived Fuel), plastic
waste, municipal waste,
biomass, tyre chips and
other hazardous waste

sources. By incorporating
these alternative fuels
into its manufacturing
process, Nuvoco is taking
significant strides
towards achieving its
sustainability goals.
Nuvoco has introduced
AFR feeding into the
Pyro-process system for
enabling uniform feeding
and incorporating all
necessary safety
interlocks throughout.
This system allows us to
consume alternate fuels
in an efficient and
effective way without
impacting the
environmental standards
prescribed and
approved by the
Pollution Control Board
of India. Although this
project is primarily
focused on
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability, it also has
several other benefits
for clinker production
and can offer significant
cost savings through its
alternative fuels
program.
Mr. Jayakumar
K r i s h n a s w a m y ,
Managing Director,
Nuvoco stated. "As part
of our PROTECT OUR
PLANET agenda, we
view the AFR project as
an important step

towards fulfilling our
commitment to
sustainable cement
manufacturing and
reducing the
environmental impacts.
The successful
completion of this
project demonstrates
our commitment to
reducing carbon
emissions, maximizing
waste consumption, and
d e m o n s t r a t i n g
responsible resource
m a n a g e m e n t
practices.”
Additionally, he stated,
“The adoption of
alternative fuels also
aids in resolving issues
associated with landfills
and unhygienic waste
accumulation. For
instance, in its cement
manufacturing process,
Nuvoco uses plastic
waste, RDF (Refused
Derived Fuel),  and
municipal waste that is
harmful to cattle and
other wildlife due to its
carcinogenic qualities as
an alternative fuel. This
along with other themes
under PROTECT OUR
PLANET agenda are
enabling Nuvoco to build
robust partnerships with
several stakeholders and
contribute to society at
large.”

“Choose Bold. Choose Water.” Royal Challenge Packaged
Drinking Water promotes hydration for better celebrations.

Bhubaneswae : Did you
know, it takes about an
hour to process a
standard unit of alcohol,
which is generally 10
grams?*As part of its
ongoing commitment to
promote responsible
consumption, and
drinking better, not more,
Royal Challenge
Packaged Drinking
Water has launched its
latest campaign,
“Choose Bold. Choose
Water”, which
emphasizes on the
importance of staying
hydrated when
consuming alcohol.
Through this campaign,
the company aims to
promote responsible
drinking with a simple
yet compelling
n a r r a t i v e : O f t e n ,
choosing water is the
bold choice.
Harking back to the
Diageo motto of “Drink
better, not more”,Royal
Challenge Packaged
Drinking Water through
this campaign and its
social engagement is
playing an active role in
the prevention and
reduction of harmful

use of alcohol, while
also driving awareness
onmindful consumption
and encouraging
individuals to stay
hydrated during social
occasions.The latest
campaign film shares
the importance of timely
water breaks during
moments of alcohol
consumption to take
care of one’s body.
Talking about this
campaign, Ruchira
Jaitly, Vice-President,
Marketing & Portfolio
head, Diageo India said,
“At Diageo, we believe
in drinking better, not
more. A good way to do
this is by ensuring
hydration during
drinking occasions.
Royal Challenge
Packaged Drinking
Water wants to drive

recognition for this
important and yet often
ignored message with
the Choose Bold,
Choose Water
campaign. By focusing
the conversation on
hydration and building
the recognition for
taking a break for the
same, we want to foster
a culture where our
consumers celebrate
life responsibly, and we
are proud to be able to
lead this conversation.”
As one of the prominent
packaged drinking
water brands, Royal
Challenge aims to set a
positive example for
consumers and to shape
behaviourby promoting
responsible drinking by
choosing hydration for
moderation.
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Strengthening International Collaboration is the
Cornerstone to Combat Illicit Trade
Bhubaneswar- In a
speech at the recently
held Asia Security: Anti-
c o u n t e r f e i t i n g ,
Trademark, and Brand
Protection conference,
Rodney Van Dooren,
Head - Illicit Trade
Prevention, Philip Morris
International (PMI)
highlighted how
international collaboration
is the cornerstone to
combat illicit trade along
with stringent regulation
and enforcement, to curb
this menace. He further
pointed out how
prohibition has not been
a viable option, while
regulation and
enforcement would be
the solution to curb illicit
trade. The two-day
conference held on 23rd
and 24th of July in Delhi
was focused on the
theme, 'The Power of
Collaboration and Unity
in the Fight Against Illicit
Trade and

Counterfeiting'. It
witnessed participation
from brand owners,
regulators, law
e n f o r c e m e n t
a g e n c i e s ,
g o v e r n m e n t ,
policymakers,
and security
solution providers
discussing the
impact of illicit
trade on
g o v e r n m e n t ,
brands, and the
society.
Speaking on the
need for co-
operation between
source, transit, and
destination country
Governments, Rodney
Van Doreen, Head of
Illicit Trade Prevention,
Philip Morris
International (PMI) said,
"Approximately 12% of
the global cigarettes
consumed are illicit
which impacts
Governments across the

globe to the tune of $40.5
billion in tax losses.
According to the

Euromonitor report, one in
four cigarettes consumed
in India is illicit which
translates to close to $2
billion in tax losses. There
are various smuggling
routes around the world for
both counterfeit and
contraband products making
this challenge not a domestic
but a transnational issue that
requires transnational
solution."
Explaining the web of illicit

cigarette trade, he
elaborated on how in every
corner of ASEAN and

beyond, the intricate web
of illicit trade connects
actors in source
countries. Be it in the
tobacco fields where the
leaves were harvested,
to the heart of a bustling
city where the
production of illegitimate
and counterfeit
cigarettes was thriving,
to transit countries, and
destination countries.
The trade of illicit
cigarettes has become a

profitable venture for the
unscrupulous. "Is
cooperation between all
these actors essential to
prevent illicit trade? The
answer lay in the tendrils
that connected them all.
Like a spider's web, the illicit
trade relied on the delicate
balance of each strand.
Sever one, and the entire
structure would crumble,"
he added.
On PMI's strategy to
counter illicit trade, he
highlighted that the focus is
on research & intelligence,
protecting supply chain,
partnerships, cooperation
with law enforcement and
raising awareness. Sharing
his recommendations on
addressing the larger
transnational issue of illicit
trade, Rodney added,

"Authorities need to better
leverage the existing free
trade agreements and
provisions within the World
Trade Organization
(WTO) to raise awareness
with transit and source
countries, including India, to
take responsibility of what's
happening in their country.
The next recommendation
is to promote harmonization
of existing gold standard
regulations around
ASEAN, supported by
implementing rules,
including the law
enforcement agency that
has jurisdiction and the
related penalties.
The adoption of the
regulation requires
manufacturers and
exporters to ensure that the
goods being exported
comply with the
destination market
regulation. Additionally in
transshipment, adopt
regulation that allows for
inspection of suspicious
shipments and exercise
jurisdiction by Customs
or any appropriate law
enforcement agency on
IP-infringing violations.
Lastly, strengthen
domestic enforcement
effectiveness by
enhanced cooperation
with the legal industry
and inter-law
enforcement agency
cooperation."



BHUBANESWAR,MONDAY, 05AUGUST, 2024

0674-3590185/3555817,

Shami remains unclear on international
return, sets sight on Bengal comeback
NewDelhi:Star India
fast bowler Mohammed
Shami revealed that the
timeline of his
international comeback is
still unclear but said that
he will play for Bengal
first.
Star India fast bowler
Mohammed Shami
recently revealed that
he’s unsure of his
international return.
Notably, the fast bowler
has been out of cricketing
action since the ODI
World Cup 2023 due to an
ankle injury. He
underwent successful
surgery in February
earlier this year and has
been undergoing
rehabilitation at the
National Cricket
Academy (NCA) in
Bengaluru to regain
fitness.
Recently speaking at an
event in Kolkata, Shami
said that he’s unsure of
when he will be back in
national colours.
However, the speedster

Cup. But it turned worse
during the ODI World
Cup itself, and I also did
not find it right to risk
playing on with it. Even
the doctors could not
fathom that the injury
would take such a serious
turn and would take so
much time to heal,” he
added.Shami had a
sensational run in the ODI
World Cup 2023 finishing
as the highest wicket
taker of the tournament
with 24 wickets to his
name from seven innings.
Shami didn’t feature in
the first four matches for
India but an injury to all
rounder Hardik Pandya
helped him find a place in
the playing XI. The
speedster also registered
the best bowling figures by
an Indian in ODIs during
the semi final as he picked
7/57 against New Zealand.
Shami’s services will be
badly needed by the team
in the Border Gavaskar
Trophy in Australia 2024-
25 later this year.

said that he will play for
his domestic team Bengal
first to prepare himself for
the international
comeback.
“It’s difficult to say when
I will be back. I am trying
hard, but hopefully you
will get to see me in
Bengal colours before I
don the India jersey
again. I will come to play
two-three matches for
Bengal and will come
fully prepared for it,”
Shami was quoted as
saying by News18.

Recently, BCCI
Secretary Jay Shah
revealed that the fast
bowler is likely to be fit
for the Bangladesh home
series. India will take on
Bangladesh in a two-
match Test series from
19th September followed
by three T20Is.
Further speaking ahead,
the 33-year-old said that
he never thought that his
injury would turn out to
be this serious. Shami
disclosed that his plan
was to address it only

after the T20 World Cup.
However, it got worse
during the ODI World
Cup itself.
The plan was to address
injury after the T20
World Cup but it turned
worse: Shami
“We never thought the
injury would be this
serious. The plan was to
address it after the T20
World Cup since we had
the IPL and the ICC T20
mega event coming
almost back-to-back
after last year’s World

Saqlain Mushtaq's take on India not visiting
Pakistan: 'No point in making a fuss'

N e w D e l h i : F o r m e r
Pakistan cricketer
Saqlain Mushtaq feels
there's no point in making
a fuss about India's
decision to not travel to
Pakistan. He said that
it's up to ICC to look into
the matter.
Former Pakistan spinner
Saqlain Mushtaq feels
there’s no point in making
a fuss about India’s
decision to not travel to
Pakistan for the
Champions Trophy 2025.
Notably, the Champions
Trophy is scheduled to be
held in Pakistan in
February-March 2025.
However, India are
unlikely to travel to the
country to take part in the
tournament due to
uncordial political
relations between the
two countries.
With the reports of India
not travelling to the
country surfacing all
over, several former
Pakistan cricketers have
requested the Asian
Giants to travel to their
country and take part in
the event. Amid the

controversy, Mushtaq
feels there’s no point in
making a fuss about the
issue as ICC
(International Cricket
Council) will look into the
matter since it’s their
tournament.
"It's simple. If India
wants to come, they can.
If they don't want to
come, it doesn't matter.
There's no point in
making a fuss about it.
This won't make either
party good or bad. This
is ICC's event, and they
will look into this matter,
as they should," Mushtaq
was quoted as saying by
Cricket Pakistan.
Notably, the Asia Cup
2023 was also completely
scheduled to be held in
Pakistan. However, the
tournament was later
hosted in a hybrid model
after India’s reluctance to
travel to the country. As
a result, all of India’s
matches were scheduled
in Sri Lanka including the
final.
According to a PTI
Report, in the recent
annual general meeting

of the ICC, the topic of
Champions Trophy’s host
nation wasn’t discussed
at all and the PCB
(Pakistan Cricket Board)
has left it to ICC to
convince India to travel
to Pakistan.
Mushtaq backs Babar
Azam to continue
captaincy
Meanwhile, Mushtaq also
defended Pakistan’s T20I
skipper Babar Azam
saying people who’re
demanding his resignation
are outsiders. Notably,
under Babar’s captaincy
Pakistan first failed to
qualify for the ICC World
Cup 2023 semi final and
later got knocked out of
the T20 World Cup 2024
in the first stage itself.
"Many people are saying
that he [Babar Azam]
should quit captaincy and
play as a regular player.
But all these voices are
coming from outside,
from people who are
watching and listening to
things from the outside.
These are comments
from outsiders," he
added.

Boxer Nishant Dev falls agonisingly short of
medal after losing quarters
N e w D e l h i : I n d i a ' s
Nishant Dev fell
agonisingly short of
winning a medal in the
Paris Olympics. Dev, late
on Saturday evening, 3
August, lost via a split
decision in his men's 71kg
boxing bout.
India's Nishant Dev fell
agonisingly short of
winning a medal in the
Paris Olympics on
Saturday, 3 August.
Fighting his men's 71kg
bout against second seed
Marco Alonso from
Mexico, Nishant put up a
spirited display but lost
the bout via a split
decision. Nishant's loss
fell in the pattern of
several Indians falling just
short of medal positions
in the Paris Olympics,
turning Saturday into
another day of
heartbreak for India.
Hours after Manu
Bhaker finished 4th in the
women's 25m air pistol
competition, Nishant's
spirited display was cut
short by Alonso, who held
his nerve against the
strong Indian 23-year-old
who was looking to go big
or go home.
Nishant started off
aggressively in the first
round of the quarter-final
bout. Both boxers started
off aggressively keeping
their guards down.

Nishant got caught by
multiple punches from the
Mexican but did not take
hits, sitting back. Nishant
delivered multiple
combinations of hooks to
the face of the Mexican
boxer. This set Marco
Alonso on the backfoot
and the second seed tried
to clinch Nishant as
much as possible.
This meant that Nishant
won the first round by a
comfortable 4-0 margin,
with only only judge
scoring the bout a 9-9 tie.
The second round of the
match was no different,
as Nishant came out
swinging, but ended up
getting slightly gassed out
at the very end of the
round. This meant that
he reacted to the
punches slower and
ended up losing the
second round 2-3 to
Alonso.The Indian boxer

in the red corner opted
not to keep his guard high
in the final round as well
and proceeded with his
heavy punches against
the Mexican. Alonso
tried to close into Nishant
and land heavy uppercuts
from the centre which put
Nishant in trouble. This
meant that in the final
seconds of the match, the
Mexican boxer came out
hammer and tongs
against Nishant and took
a late lead in the fight.
Finishing the fight on a
tremendous note meant
that Marco Alonso won
the favour of all 5 judges
in the final round of the
game, eventually edging
out Nishant in points.
While Judge one scored
the fight in favour of
Nishant 29-28, the rest
four judged it against him
28-29, at the end of the
final round.

Premier League: Chelsea has offered Conor
Gallagher a new contract, says Maresca
NewDeli:Chelsea boss
Enzo Maresca has
claimed that the club has
offered Conor Gallagher
a new contract as the
midfielder's future
remains uncertain at the
moment.
Chelsea head coach
Enzo Maresca has
revealed that the club is
actively seeking a
resolution to the ongoing
uncertainty surrounding
Conor Gallagher's future
at Stamford Bridge.
Gallagher, whose
contract expires next
summer, has reportedly
turned down a second
contract offer from
Chelsea. This new deal
would have elevated his
wages to a level
comparable to those of

as he could find himself
out of the side if a solution
can't be found. Maresca
remained coy on this and
said that there is no update
on it and the club is
actively working on
finding a solution.
"At the moment, there is
not any update on that."
“In football, every
summer, different clubs
have some problems with
some players and then at
the end, they find a solution
and everyone is happy.
Hopefully the same can
happen in this situation,”
said Maresca.
Gallagher served as the
vice-captain for Chelsea
last season and did play a
big role in their wins last
season.

teammates Moises
Caicedo and Enzo
Fernandez, according to
the British media.
Gallgaher has been
heavily linked with a
move to Atlético Madrid
during the summer
transfer window.
Speaking to the media
ahead of Chelsea's pre-
season game against
Manchester City,
Maresca said that the

club is working to find a
solution with Gallagher.
The Chelsea boss said
that the midfielder had
been offered a new
contract by the club and
that is the only news he
had at the moment.
“The only thing I can say
is I know he is in contact
with the club to find a
solution."
“The club offered him a
new contract. But this is,

at the moment, the only
news I received.”
Chelsea are keen to
avoid a repeat of the
2022 scenario with
Antonio Rudiger and
Andreas Christensen,
who both left as free
agents after their
contracts expired. To
prevent a similar
situation, the club is
working diligently with
Gallagher to find a
mutually beneficial
solution.
Gallagher, along with
England team-mate Cole
Palmer and Spain’s Marc
Cucurella, was given an
extended break after
participating in Euro
2024.This does put
Gallagher in a tough spot

Paris Olympics: Canada's drone
scandal appeal gets dismissed
Paris:Canada's appeal
against their soccer
team's points deduction at
the Paris Games amid a
drone scandal was
dismissed by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport,
CAS said on Wednesday,
July 31.
Canada's appeal against
their soccer team's
points deduction at the
Paris Games amid a
drone scandal was
dismissed by the Court
of Arbitration for Sport,
CAS said on
Wednesday.
Defending champions
Canada were docked
six points, while coach
Bev Priestman and
officials Joseph
Lombardi and Jasmine
Mander were banned
from any soccer-related
activity for one year by
FIFA after New
Zealand complained
that Canadian staff flew
drones over their
training sessions before

the Olympic Games
Paris 2024 has been
dismissed," CAS said,
with the reasoned
decision to be published
at a later date.
"The Applicants sought
a decision from the
CAS Ad hoc Division
either cancelling or

reducing the points
deduction imposed by
the FIFA Appeal
Committee in its
decision of 27 July 2024
after it established that
breaches of the FIFA
regulations applicable
to the Olympic football
tournament concerning

the prohibition on flying
drones over training
sites had occurred."
On Monday, Sport
Canada said it  was
withholding funding
allocated for the salaries
of Priestman and the
two other suspended
team officials, calling the
drone scandal that has
rocked the Paris Olympic
soccer tournament an
embarrassment to all
Canadians.
Canada won their first two
games but are third in
Group A with no points,
following the deduction,
behind table-topping
Colombia and second-
placed France, who both
have three points.
Canada play Colombia
later on Wednesday
knowing a victory will
take them into the
quarter-finals, while
France face bottom side
New Zealand, who must
win to have a chance of
progress.

their opening match.
"The application filed by
the Canadian Olympic
Committee and Canada
Soccer in relation to the
six-point deduction
imposed on the
Canadian women’s
soccer team for the
football tournament at


