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Message
The Kalinga Chronicle
family wishes its
readers, hawkers,
advertisers, writers and
wel- wishers on the
Eve of Independence
Day.

- Editor-in-Chief

Declaration
The Office will be off
on 15 August, 2024.
There will be no
publication of The
Kalinga Chronicle on
16.08.2024.

- Publisher

BJD, BJP engage in war of words
over Odia ‘Asmita’
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Odisha’s ruling BJP and
opposition BJD
Wednesday engaged in
a heated exchange over
Odia ‘Asmita’ (pride)
slogan, each accusing
the other of making
hollow claims.
While the BJD asserted
that the tall claims of BJP
on Odia ‘Asmita’ has
turned out to be hollow,
the saffron party claimed
the regional party was
ousted from power after
24 years of rule as
people realised that their
pride is being
compromised.
Addressing a press
meet, BJD leader
L e k h a s h r i
Samantasinghar claimed
that after making Odia
‘Asmita’ a major
campaign issue, the BJP
has shown disrespect
towards the pride of
Odisha and its language.
Alleging that the BJP

Ministers are unable to
read and write Odia
properly, the BJD leader
cited an instance and
claimed that Revenue
Minister Suresh Pujari
failed to write ‘Bharat
Mata Ki Jay’ in Odia
language and wrote
‘Darat Mata Ki Jay.’
Samantasinghar also
accused the BJP of
running the state from
Delhi and claimed that
the Chief Minister only
visits the national capital

to receive instructions
from the Centre.
Additionally, she
criticised the
appointment of a non-
Odia as the state’s chief
secretary, a first in 41
years.
In response, BJP
spokesperson Dillip
Mallik accused the BJD
of undermining Odisha
and Odia Asmita during
its 24 years in power.
He described the BJD’s
criticism of the BJP as

“ridiculous and
unfortunate,” and
compared BJD
president Naveen
Patnaik to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi,
suggesting that both
are trying to create
chaos—Patnaik in
Odisha and Gandhi in
India.
“What Rahul Gandhi
says in Delhi, Naveen
Babu repeats it in
Odisha. Rahul Gandhi
is trying to create

chaos in the country
and Naveen Babu in the
state, which the people
of Odisha wil l  not
allow,” the BJP leader
said.
Mallik further claimed
that despite Patnaik’s
long tenure in office, he
had not learned Odia
and ridiculed his and his
party’s perceived lack
of respect for the
language. He also
alleged that Patnaik
avoids the assembly
due to his difficulty in
speaking Odia properly.
“It is ridiculous and
unfortunate to criticise
the BJP today in relation
to the Odia Asmita.
While Naveen Babu
was in the government,
he was creating unrest
and chaos in the state,
he is still in the opposition
party and is creating unrest
and chaos through the
spokespersons,” Mallik said.

Heavy rainfall likely to continue in
Odisha for another three days: IMD

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Heavy rainfall in several
districts in Odisha over
the next three days is
likely, informed the
regional centre of India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD)
Wednesday.
According to IMD’s
Bhubaneswar regional
centre, districts
including Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, Sundargarh,
Deogarh, Sambalpur
and Jharsuguda are
expected to receive 7 to

11 cm of rainfall
Thursday and Friday. A
Yellow Warning (be
updated) has been
issued for these
districts.
Heavy rainfall warnings
have been extended to
S u n d a r g a r h ,
Jharsuguda, Sambalpur
and Bargarh districts
Saturday, weather
officials said.
The state has been
experiencing moderate
to heavy rainfall due to
consecutive low-

pressure areas and
active monsoon
conditions.
From June 1 to August
14, Odisha has received
an average of 648.3 mm
of rainfall, compared to
the normal of 724.8 mm.
During this period,
Malkangiri, Boudh and
Nuapada districts have
experienced excess
rainfall, 16 districts
have received normal
rainfall, and 11 districts
are categorized as
deficient, the weather
agency said.

Odisha CM joins ‘Ghar Ghar Tiranga’ campaign
B h u b a n e s w a r /
Berhampur(KCN):
Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
Wednesday participated
in the ‘Ghar Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign,
emphasising that the
Tricolour unites all
citizens with a shared
love for the country.
Majhi, accompanied by
Deputy Chief Minister
Pravati Parida, Chief
Secretary Manoj Ahuja,
and other leaders, joined
a ‘padayatra’ from Sri
Lingaraj Temple to
Rameswar Temple on
the occasion.
Majhi highlighted the
significance of the
Tricolour, noting that

each colour represents
unity and national pride.
“Our national flag is a
symbol of our
determination, struggle
and sacrifice. It
embodies national unity,
tolerance, and
friendship. Every citizen
takes pride in our
national flag,” he said.
The ‘Ghar Ghar Tiranga’
campaign, initiated by
the Government of India
in 2022 for the 75th
Independence Day and
Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, continues
annually leading up to
Independence Day.
In Ganjam district, a
giant tricolour measuring
approximately 450 feet

was displayed in Hinjili town
during the Tiranga Yatra. The
flag stretched from the
Inspection Bungalow of PWD
to Hinjili mini stadium, forming
part of a human chain
organised by the Hinjili
Municipality. Hundreds of
schoolchildren, local officials,
and residents participated
enthusiastically. The
municipality also distributed
flags for residents to display at
their homes.In Berhampur, MP
Pradeep Kumar Panigrahy
launched the Tiranga Yatra,
joined by MLA K Anil Kumar
and Berhampur Mayor
Sanghamitra Dalei. The
procession began with the
garlanding of the Gandhi statue
at Gandhi Nagar and proceeded
to Khallikote College stadium.

Odisha to bring five Royal Bengal Tigers from
Maharashtra, MP by September
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
To bolster big cat
population in Odisha,
forest officials have
begun the process of
relocating five Royal
Bengal Tigers from
Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh, with
the transfer scheduled to
be completed in
September.
According to Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forests (PCCF)-
Wildlife, Susanta Nanda,
three of these tigers will
be released into the
Debrigarh Wildlife
Sanctuary in Sambalpur,
while the remaining two
will be introduced into the
Similipal Tiger Reserve in
Mayurbhanj.
“On our request, both
Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh have
given their consent for
relocation of their tigers
to Odisha. They have
also identified the tigers

from core areas of their
forests,” Nanda told
media persons
Wednesday.
Two teams of Odisha
forest officials will visit
the two states very
soon, within a week, to
see the tigers, he said.
In its latest tiger
estimation conducted
for the first time during
2023-24 in 47 forest
divisions of Odisha, 30
tigers and eight cubs
were found.Out of the
30 Royal Bengal Tigers,

27 were found in the
Similipal Tiger Reserve
(STR), while Keonjhar
territorial and Keonjhar
w i l d l i f e ,
P a r a l a k h e m u n d i
territorial, and Hirakud
wildlife had one tiger
each.
The PCCF also said that
the Nandankanan
Zoological Park is all set
to welcome two giraffes
by the end of this month.
The pair of giraffes will
be brought to the zoo
from Alipore Zoological

Garden, Kolkata under
the animal exchange
programme, he said.
At present, one giraffe
named ‘Khushi’ is in the
Nandankanan zoo. The
addition of two new
giraffes will further
enhance the animal
population in the zoo, he
added.
Meanwhile, the male
lion ‘Krish’, born in the
Nandankanan zoo in
2004, died on
Wednesday due to old
age.

Nomination Process for Rajya Sabha
Polls Begins in Odisha
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
The Odisha Legislative
Assembly announced on
Wednesday the
commencement of the
nomination process for a
Rajya Sabha seat
election.The vacancy
arose following the
resignation of Rajya
Sabha MP Mamata
Mohanta from her

position and her
departure from the BJD
on July 31, which
occurred two years
before the end of her
term. She had been
elected to the Upper
House on April 3, 2020.
The election is scheduled
alongside 11 other vacant
seats across nine states
on September 3.

According to the
notification, nominations
must be filed by August
21, with scrutiny
scheduled for August 22.
The deadline for
withdrawal of
nominations is August
27.Originally, out of the
10 Rajya Sabha seats
from Odisha, the BJD
held nine and the BJP

one. Mohanta’s
resignation reduced the
BJD’s count to eight.
The vacant seat is
expected to be secured
by the ruling BJP, which
possesses 78 MLAs in the
147-seat Assembly. The
opposition BJD has 51 MLAs,
followed by the Congress with
14, the CPI(M) with one, and
three independents.

Army captain killed, four terrorists believed
to be gunned down in Doda encounter
Jammu(KCN): An
Army captain was killed
and four terrorists
believed to be gunned
down in an ongoing
operation in the higher
reaches of Jammu
region’s Doda district
Wednesday, officials
said.
A civilian was also
injured in the encounter
that broke out a day
ahead of Independence
Day and is the latest in a
series of incidents in

Jammu region that has
witnessed a spike in
violence.
Bullets rang out in a
thickly forested area
during a cordon and

search operation
(CASO) launched by a
joint team to track down
a group of foreign
terrorists hiding in the
Shivgarh-Assar belt,

officials said.
The young captain was
critically injured and
shifted to a military
hospital where he
breathed his last, they
said.
Four blood-soaked
rucksacks were
recovered from the site,
leading officials to
believe that four
terrorists were killed. M-
4 carbines were also
found, the officials said.
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The lost tribe
Saikat Kumar Basu

Happy Independence Day
By Tapan Kumar Pal

On this Independence Day
We remember the years past,
We honour this very day
For our flag, old glory has last.
On this Independence Day
Centuries ago, we
Declared our independence
For justice and liberty
Let us celebrate with joy and honesty.

State Bank of India, Staff Colony,
Daula Sahi, Tulasipur, Cuttack,

Mob. : 9937658362 / 7978796633

Mera Bharat Mahan
By Rohit Satapathy

Our’s is land of sages,
Known for bravery for ages.
None can with it compete,
Its culture none can beat.
Whatever caste or religion,
All live here in unison,
With rivers, sweet fountains,
it’s a land of high mountains.
Its green forests are pretty,
And are source of prosperity.
Let’s for it work hard,
For its safety, be on guard.

Tata Nagar, Jharkhand,
E-mail : satpathyrohit@hotmail.com

I Love my Nation
By Amruta Priyambada Bhuyan

With Himalayas in the north
Indian ocean in the south
Arabian sea in the west
Bay of Bengal in the east
I love my nation
With developed culture
And beautiful sculpture
The people have no rest
To do their work best.
I love my nation
They give us rice in ration
They dress in latest fashion
They do many inventions
Which are about flction.
I love my nation

With number of hill station
Which are God’s creation
It give us protection
And save us from tension.
Ashelles Public School, Std.
- VIII,
CDA, Cuttack
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In the shadows of forgotten time
A tribe once  proud, now lost in their prime.

Their stories silenced, their songs untold,
Their cultures worn, their hearts grown old.

Their villages crumbled, their fields lie bare
Their children's laughter lost in dyst and air.

Their elder's wisdom, a distant fading light
Their age-old traditions, a slow dying sight.

Apt 6--,409
43 Street South,

Lethbridge,Alberta, Canada,
TIJ4B3
Email:

saikat.basu@alumni.uleth.ca
The Author is a Canada based

indian Agro Scientists

Beauty & Make-Up Tips for Raksha Bandhan
Shahnaz Husain

Finally, the festive
season arrives with
Rakshabandhan blowing
the clarion.   Are you also
looking forward to
celebrating it in style with
your family members?
Raksha Bandhan,
usually an intimate family
celebration, celebrates
the special bond
between a brother and
sister.
       Like all festive
occasions, girls love to
dress up and look their
best.  As this is a
joyous festival for all
sisters,  looking good
and dressing differently
is the main concern
when talking about this
sacred festival.
  However, looking
glamorous and beautiful
on this special occasion
is all about choosing
the right shades of
colour cosmetics.
Selecting them
according to skin
colour and tone is as
essential as learning the
techniques of
application. Your
natural skin tone is
most important while
selecting foundations.
Try to buy one that is
closest to your skin
colour as possible.
Face powder may be of
the same shade as the
foundation. If you wish
to tone down a tan,
select a powder that is
one shade lighter, but in
the same colour tone.
 Flaunt a celebration-
perfect look this Rakhi
2024 with  herbal
beauty  tips to ensure
you have a fun-filled,
sorted and shining day

of brother-sister
affection.
.  In the hot and humid
season, the skin needs
toning and refreshing.
Here are some home
remedies:
Watermelon juice is a
good skin toner and
relieves dryness too. It
cools, refreshes and
softens the skin. Apply
on the face and wash
off with plain water
after 20 minutes.
Fruit Mask for all Skin
Types: Fruits l ike
banana, apple, papaya,
orange can be mixed
together and applied on
the face. Keep it on for
20 to 30 minutes. Then
wash off with water. It
cools the skin, cleanses
dead cells and removes
tan.
Cooling Mask: Mix
cucumber juice with
two teaspoons
powdered milk and one
egg white into a smooth
paste. Apply on face
and neck and rinse off
with water after half an
hour.
Mask for Oily Skin:
Mix one tablespoon
Multani Mitti with rose
water into a paste and
apply on the face. Wash
off when dry.
After applying face
mask, take two of the
cotton wool pads
soaked in rose water
and use them as eye
pads. Squeeze out the
rose water and then
apply on closed lids.
Lie down and relax,
while you have the
mask and eye pads on.
Used tea bags can also
do the trick. Soak them
in a little warm water,
squeeze out the water
and apply on the eyes
like eye pads.
 To soften rough, bushy
or frizzy hair, mix some
water with creamy hair
conditioner and put it in
a spray bottle. Spray
the mixture on the hair.

Then comb the hair, so
that it spreads through
the hair.
Raksha Bandhan is
usually celebrated
during the day. Daytime
make-up has to be light
and carefully done. If
you have a clear skin,
leave out foundation.
After cleansing, apply a
sunscreen with a built-
in moisturizer. Then
apply powder.
Translucent powder,
like a baby powder, is
good. For oily skin,
apply astringent lotion,
instead of moisturizer.
Then, apply compact
powder. Pay attention
to the oily areas of the
face, l ike nose,
forehead and chin.
Press the powder all
over the face and neck,
with a slightly damp
sponge. This helps it to
set and last longer. If
you wish to apply
blusher, use less and
blend well. Blush-on
should be like a gradual
flush on the face.
For eye make-up stick

to eye pencils during
the day. Or line your
eyelids with brown or
gray eye shadow. This
gives a softer effect.
Then, apply only one
coat of mascara, which
helps to make the eyes
look darker and
brighter, but prevents
the “heavily made-up”
look.
For lipstick, avoid very
dark colours, like dark
maroon. Go for light
pastel colours, pink,
mauve, light browns,
copper or bronze. The
colours should not be
too intense. Or, use
only lip gloss. First
outline the lips with a lip
pencil, same shade as
your lipstick. Fill in
colour with a lipstick
brush. Obviously
outlined lips are out of
fashion.
For a special occasion
like Raksha Bandhan,
you can try out a new
hairstyle, like putting up
your hair with fancy
hair clips or ribbons.
Wearing flowers in the

hair can be quite
alluring.
Long hair is very much
the trend, with
cascading waves or
curly and bouncy hair.
Go for the softer look,
with curls or natural
waves, in the lower half
of the hair. The classic
ponytail is also dictating
trends. It suits most
face shapes because
one can wear a pony
tail high or low, with a
fringe or without, or
with wisps or curls
falling down, with that
carefully-careless look.
A ponytail is actually an
easy hair do. With
ribbons, or other hair
accessories, it can even
provide a touch of
glamour. One can have
a ponytail for a formal
or an informal look.
For a long face, wear a
low pony tail and have
a light long fringe falling
straight down. For an
oval face, wear it with
a side-swept fringe.
For a square jawed
face, have wisps of long

curls falling down on
either side of the face,
just beyond jaw level.
It will suit a round face
too. Or you can put the
hair up with the help of
hair clips.
Fair Skin:  While
choosing Foundation
for a very fair skin, go
for beige with a rosy
(pinkish) tint. For fair
skins, use beige, pink
or orange undertones.
If the complexion is
fair, but sallow (i.e.
yellowish), avoid pink
tones and go for beige
or biscuit shades. For
eye colours, a brown
eyebrow pencil may be
more suitable than
black. Apply dark
brown or dark grey
eyeshadow over black
eyeliner. It will tone
down the stark black
look. For fair skin, try
pinks and reds for
blushers and avoid dark
colours in lipstick.
W h e a t i s h
Complex ion:Most
Indian complexions are
wheatish. Go for water

based foundations.
Choose a colour as
close to skin colour as
possible. Avoid
choosing lighter colour
foundation. It will not
provide a smooth
finish, but give a mask-
like effect. Use bronze
or brown eye shadow.
Add a touch of gold
under the brow. For
blusher, try bronze. For
the lips, go for warm
earthy colours, like
coral, wine, plum, red
and shades of red. A
dark pink or rose-red
would look good too.
Avoid maroon, bright
orange or very pale
pink. The lip liner
colour and lipstick
colour should be the
same.
Dusky / Olive: (Slightly
dark):Dusky, or olive
complexions, look
better with brownish
beige shades for
Foundation. It should
be a colour that will
add some glow to the
skin. For blushers,
avoid mauves and light
pink. Go with darker
pink, or even some
brown shades. A
highlighting powder will
help to add glow. Try it
on your cheeks, along
with your nose and
forehead. For eye
make-up, go for darker
brown shadow, or try
bronze or silver. For
dusky complexions,
dark eyes look
captivating. So, go for
black eyeliner and
mascara. Apply
eyeliner and smudge
with a cotton bud, or
apply eye shadow over
it. It wil l give the
smokey eyed look. Go
for gloss for the lips and
nude shades in lipstick
would be good to bring
out the glow in the
complexion.
Dark Skin:If you have
a dark skin, choose
liquid foundations,

instead of a creamy
one. The foundation
should not be lighter
than your skin tone. Try
to get one which is as
close to your normal
skin colour as possible.
Try out foundation
colours in natural
brown tones. When
you apply foundation
and powder, your aim
should be for a lighter
coverage. Special
attention should be paid
to blending. Avoid
white and light coloured
shadows. Soft brown
combined with darker
brown would be good.
Use a kaajal pencil to
outline the eyes. This
can have a stunning
effect on dark skins.
For blusher, try a dark
rose pink colour for the
day and shades of
bronze, plum, wine, for
the night. For special
occasions at night, use
a touch of gold. It can
really look glamorous
on dark skins. Apply it
at the temples and
under the outer corner
of the eyebrows. For
lips, a dark complexion
looks good in vibrant
colours. Avoid very
pale colours. Go for
warmer tones, like
coral, bronze, red,
wine. Try mixing two
colours to get the
shades that suit your
skin. Bright red lipstick
can be toned down
with tinted lip gloss.
Avoid very dark
colours like maroon or
dark brown.
Last but not the least ,
Have superb
confidence in you and
spread the waves of the
warmth of love and
affection  with all family
members .

Author is
international fame
beauty expert and
is popularly called

Herbal Queen of
India
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Independence day:Take the Oath of country growth and development and peace and prosperity

 Partition- Who were the saviours of Refugees in 1947?
 Vivek Shukla

 Noted actor Manoj
Kumar is known
through his patriotic
films. He once said
that when his family
came to Delhi in
1947, looted and
beaten, from across
the border after the
partition of the
country, many
members of his
family were injured
due to attacks by
rioters. His younger
brother was sick.
They were all treated
at St. Stephen’s
Hospital. During that
time, volunteers from
the Delhi
Brotherhood Society
were taking refugees
arriving at Delhi
Junction, also known
as the Old Delhi
Railway Station, to
their St. Stephen’s
Hospital for
treatment or giving
them shelter at the
Brotherhood House
campus in Civil
Lines.
Due to the partition of
the country, lakhs of
Hindu and Sikh
refugees had come to
Delhi from Pakistan.
They mostly arrived
at Delhi Junction. At
that time, they had
nothing except the

open sky in the new
city. During that
terrible period,
workers from the
Delhi Brotherhood
Society and some
Hindu and some Sikh
organizations were
helping the refugees.
In fact, for Indian,
every Independence
Day brings with it two
kinds of emotions.
First, the country was
freed from the
clutches of the British
g o v e r n m e n t .
Therefore, a feeling
of immense
reverence arises in
the mind for all those
freedom fighters,
whose sacrifices led
to the departure of the
whites from here.
Second, the country
also had to bear the
brunt of the partition
along with
independence on
August 15, 1947.
India was divided into
two parts.
 During that period,
lakhs of Hindu and
Sikh refugees came to
the capital Delhi. At
that time, Milkha
Singh was also among
those who arrived at
Delhi Junction. He
later became a great
athlete. During the
partition of the
country, humanity
was dead. Milkha
Singh’s parents were
murdered. But there
were angels then too.
They hid him in the
ladies’ compartment
of the train. He was
separated from his

sister. Just imagine
how Milkha Singh
would have been
searching for his
sister who was lost

during the riots in an
unknown and chaotic
city due to the
partition. But he found
his sister.
Even though it was the
capital of the country,
Delhi was a small city
compared to today. At
that time, Dr. Ruth
Rosewier, the head of
St. Stephen’s Hospital,
was leading the
treatment of injured
and sick refugees
here. Dr. Ruth was a
British citizen. This
hospital was opened in
1885 by the Delhi
Brotherhood Society.
It established St.
Stephen’s College
too. They have also
one established  St.
Stephen’s Cambridge

School at Sonepat in
Haryana. Dr.N. C.
Joshi was engaged in
serving the people of
Delhi during that

crisis period in
Karol Bagh in
Central Delhi. When
communal riots
broke out in Karol
Bagh during 1947,
Dr. Joshi was also a
victim of it. On the
other hand, at Irwin
Hospital (now Lok
Nayak Jayaprakash
Narayan Hospital),
the pain of patients
was being relieved by
the medical
superintendent, Dr.
Banwari Lal, along
with his hardworking
colleagues like
Kabul Chand
Balmiki.
Workers of the
Delhi Brotherhood
Society were also
taking many patients

to Lady Hardinge
Medical Hospital for
treatment. At that time,
this was the only
known hospital in the

New Delhi area.
During that period, the
crowd of patients was
being treated  under
the supervision of Dr.
K.J. McDermett
(1946-1948) and Dr.
O.P. Bali (1948-
1950), the Principal-
Directors of this
hospital. Until 1947,
the students here used
to go to Lahore to give
their annual exams.
Their exams were held
at King Edward
Medical College. At
that time, this college
was part of Punjab
U n i v e r s i t y .
Meanwhile, Dr.
Vishumber Das was
also serving the
people of Delhi. In
1922, he established

the Vishumber Free
H o m e o p a t h i c
Dispensary in the
New Delhi area and
treated the poor for

the rest of his life.
There is a road
named after him, Dr.
Vishumber Das
Marg, which was
called Allenby Road
before 1965.
You will still find
many refugee
families who will
tell you that they
would have been
nowhere without the
support of Father
Ian Weathrall and his
c o l l e a g u e s
associated with the
Delhi Brotherhood
Society.  Father Ian
Weathrall was
working day and
night for the
rehabilitation of
refugees. Every day
at Brotherhood

House, which was
established in 1925,
refugees were getting
a roof and food.
Father Father Ian

Weathrall’s first
relationship with
India was established
during the Second
World War. He was
in the British Army.
He was in the Punjab
Regiment. He had
also stayed in some
cities of India. His
life changed after the
end of World War II.
He became
disillusioned with his
military job. He
started speaking and
writing against the
war. He had seen the
devastation caused by
the war with his own
eyes. He was
disturbed by it. He
understood the
futility of war. Then
he took a degree in

Theology from
C a m b r i d g e
University. He wanted
peace in his life. He
had a desire to serve
society. He stayed in
London for some
time and then came to
India. “Father Ian
Weathrall then
devoted the rest of his
life to working for the
rights of the poor, the
downtrodden and the
marginalized.  He
liked everything here.
The people,  the
children, the trees, the
plants, the rivers, etc.
The influence of
Mahatma Gandhi was
clearly visible on
Father Ian Weathrwell
’ s personality. He
passed away in 2013.
He was 91 years old
then,”says Father
Solomon George, an
old colleague of
Father Ian Weathrall.
When India is
celebrating its
Independence Day,
we should remember
all those unnamed
individuals who gave
shoulder to the
refugees. Understand
that there was no
government in the
country at that time.
There was chaos and
disorder everywhere.
Those who selflessly
helped the refugees
during that period
should always be
remembered.

The Author is a
Delhi based

columnist and
former Editor

On August 15, 2024,
India is determined to
celebrate yet another
Independence Day
with great enthusiasm.
And why not?
Countless freedom
fighters, soldiers, and
innocent citizens have
sacrificed their lives
for the nat ion to
achieve this freedom.
As a free nation, our
country has
successfully carved
out a unique identity in
the world and is
making significant
contributions to the
global economy. It is
the power of freedom
that allows India today
to advocate for
universal brotherhood

according to i ts
culture, to have the
courage to advise that
war will benefit no
nation, and to suggest
resolving differences
through dialogue. India
is successful in doing
so because it practices
what it preaches, and
despite numerous
pressures, it has so far
managed to stay away
from bloc polit ics.
Although powerful and
strategically strong
nations constantly try
(sometimes through
sanctions, sometimes
through incentives) to
make developing
countries like India
members of their
blocs, our country has
successfully kept itself
away from such blocs,
maintaining friendly
relations with both the
United States and
Russia, whi le
preserving the dignity
of the nat ion and
prioritizing its interests.

For this, every Indian
should commend
India's courage and
foreign policy.
Today, the possibility
of a third world war is
becoming more and
more likely with each
passing day. Several
countries are engulfed
in the flames of war.
Many countries are

terrified, witnessing
the horrors of war.
Several countr ies
around the world,
compelled to maintain
their borders intact or
inf luenced by
powerful nations, are
either resorting to
bloc pol i t ics or
considering doing so.
On one side is a

group of NATO
countries led by the
United States, and on
the other is a group of
countries like China,
Iran, and North Korea
led by Russia. The third
group consists of
terrorist organizations,
which appear more
organized and armed
with lethal weapons

than ever before and
do not hesitate to
attack whenever
given the opportunity.
For them, religion and
nation hold no
significance. Today,
almost all countries in
the world are facing
terrorism in some
form or another. The
only thing that can

stop them is the
dedicat ion of the
country's citizens to
their nation, and their
love for the country
and its people.
We are all well aware
that India is a
democratic republic.
The importance of
freedom increases
even more in the
context of global
events when we hear
that foreign powers,
terrorist organizations,
and various powerful
countries have made
interference in the
internal politics of
weaker nations a part
of their foreign policy.
While it is
understandable that
one nation may
intervene in another to
protect its interests, is
it right to incite anarchy,
looting, arson, the
killing of innocents,
religious fanaticism, and
coups when their
interests are not

served? Today, the
youth of India need to
consider the events
happening in our country
and in neighboring
countries, the
conspiracies behind
them, and act in the
national interest, rising
above party, caste, and
religion, with impartiality.
The demand of the time
is to maintain the
environment of harmony,
unity, and brotherhood
in the country without
being swayed by
anyone. Governments
will come and go, but it
is the duty of every
Indian to work for
nation's pride, unity in
diversity, growth and
development, peace and
prosperity and always
keep in mind that
freedom does not turn
into recklessness.

Author is
Independent

Journalist

Independence day
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Urgent Need for Comprehensive and
Universal Pension Reform in India

Prof (Dr.) S N Tripathy

With the increase in
life expectancy and a
decline in birth rates,
countries worldwide
are grappling with an
ageing population. In
advanced countries,
this demographic
shift has led to a dual
challenge: a shortage
of labour on the one
hand and escalating
healthcare costs
along with a crisis in
caring for older
people on the other.
Although India is still
in a similar situation,
it is inevitably
moving in the same
d i r e c t i o n .
Projections indicate
that by 2050, 20% of
the Indian population
will be above 60
years old, double the
current percentage.
Most of the Indian
workforce is
employed in the
informal sector,
which offers no
pension benefits,
rendering them
highly vulnerable in
their old age. With
significant health,
education, and social

protection gaps, India
is missing out on
many benefits that the
current demographic
dividend of a high
youth population
could provide. This
youthful population
will eventually age,
and without changes
to the existing
system, they will
continue to face
hardships in their
later years.
Consequently, there
is an urgent need for
a robust mechanism
to provide social
security support for
all elderly individuals.
The union
government provides
pensions for the
elderly, single
women, and disabled
individuals through
the National Social
A s s i s t a n c e
Programme (NSAP).
However, the current
scheme, despite its
noble intentions, has
s i g n i f i c a n t
limitations. The
central contribution
to the NSAP was
increased from Rs 75
to Rs 200 in 2007,
and in 2011, it was
further raised to Rs
500 for those above
79 years of age.
However, this scheme
has not seen any
increases for 15
years, and the total

Union budget
allocation for the
scheme has decreased
by 20% in real terms
between 2011-12 and
2022-23. Currently,
about 2.2 crore
elderly people are
covered under the
NSAP, which accounts
for less than a quarter
of the elderly
population in the
country. It is estimated
that 40% of the
elderly in India belong
to the poorest
quintile. There is also
considerable variation
among states, with the
a d d i t i o n a l
contributions over the
central allocation
ranging from Rs 50 in
Assam to Rs 3000 in
Puducherry. While
several states have
increased the amount
and coverage of
pensions, there
remains a pressing
need for a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
national-level social
security pension
scheme that truly
meets the needs of the
elderly.
The fact that coverage
and eligibility under
the National Social
A s s i s t a n c e
Programme (NSAP)
have not been revised
for a long time is a
serious concern that
must be addressed.

Under the scheme,
central assistance to
states and Union
Territories is
determined based on
the Below Poverty
Line (BPL)
population of the
S t a t e / U n i o n
Territory using the
population figures
from the 2001
census and the
poverty ratio from
2004-05 as
determined by the
then Planning
Commission. The
'BPL' approach is
now widely
criticized due to
exclusion errors,
arbitrary quotas, and
unrealistically low
poverty lines. This
issue was at least
partially resolved for
the Public
Distribution System
(PDS) through the
National Food
Security Act
(NFSA), which de-
linked the number of
ration beneficiaries
from the poverty line
and stated that 75%
of the rural
population and 50%
of the urban
population would be
given 'priority' ration
cards, entitling them
to 5 kilograms of
highly subsidized
(now free) food
grains every month.

To identify these
beneficiaries, many
states used data from
the Socio-Economic
Caste Census (SECC)
of 2011. However, the
SECC 2011 data, also
used for schemes such
as the Ayushman
Bharat – Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
health insurance
scheme, is now
outdated. At the very
least, an immediate
action that could be
taken is to include all
older adults from
households covered
by the NFSA in the
NSAP.
There is also a
pressing need to
consider a more
comprehensive and
universal pension
program seriously.
The e-Shram portal,
which registers
informal sector
workers, is intended to
ensure universal
social security. Once
registered on e-
Shram, individuals can
sign up for various
social security
schemes. However,
the pension schemes
promoted through the
e-Shram portal are not
non-contr ibutory,
u n c o n d i t i o n a l
schemes like the
NSAP. The Pradhan
Mantri Shram Yogi

Maan-Dhan Yojana
(PM-SYM) is a
voluntary and
contributory scheme
where unorganized
workers in the age
group of 18-40 pay a
m o n t h l y
contribution ranging
from Rs 55 to Rs
200, with the central
g o v e r n m e n t
matching this
amount, for an
assured pension of
Rs 3000 per month
after they attain the
age of 60. So far,
about 45 lakh people
have enrolled in this
scheme. This differs
significantly from
the idea of a right to
pension for the
working population
who have contributed
to the economy all
their lives but were
employed in jobs
that did not provide
any social security
or even decent
wages while
working. Moreover,
given the precarious
nature of
employment, it is
unreasonable to
expect regular
m o n t h l y
contributions from
people experiencing
poverty, and the
amount assured is
insufficient if one
considers inflation.
What India needs is

not just an increase in
the current pension
schemes, but a
comprehensive and
universal old age
pension scheme that
provides a decent,
minimum wage-
linked monthly
amount to all elderly
people, excluding
those already
covered by other
pension plans. The
Pension Parishad, a
network of
o r g a n i z a t i o n s
working on this
issue, recommends
that all elderly
individuals should
receive at least Rs
3000 per month to
start with. In 2022, a
group of economists
wrote to the finance
minister, urging an
immediate increase
in the central
contribution to at
least Rs 500,
estimating that this
would require an
additional Rs 1,500
crore per year. A
universal pension
scheme is not just a
financial necessity,
but a moral
i m p e r a t i v e ,
reflecting a nation's
commitment to
caring for its senior
citizens who have
contributed to its
development and
g r o w t h .

Implementing such a
scheme could be a
small but significant
step towards a more
equitable and secure
future for the ageing
population of India.
Notably, the urgent
need for a discussion
on pensions for older
people must be
completed on time,
given the twin
challenges of an
ageing population and
the increasing
formalization of
employment. A
universal old-age
pension scheme that
ensures financial
security and dignity
for older people is not
just a social necessity
but a moral
imperative, reflecting
a nation's
commitment to caring
for its senior citizens
who have contributed
to its development
and growth. Resolving
these issues now will
help build a more
equitable and secure
future for the ageing
population of India.

*Former
Professor of
Economics,

Gokhale Institute
of Politics and

Economics, Pune,
currently at
Berhampur,

Odisha

Odisha’s Pivotal Role in Indian Hockey’s Resurgence
Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi

The Indian hockey team
put up against odds and
went on with
commitment and
conviction to claim
back-to-back Olympic
Hocket bronze medal. It
was shocking when ace
India defender Amit
Rohidas was shown red
card in the Olympic
quarter-final match
against Great Britain.
Rohidas, an important
cobweb in defence and
feeding forwards in their
surge towards
opponent’s goalmouth
was sadly missed in the
semifinal against
Germany. However, in
the play-off against
Spain for the Bronze
medal, skipper
Harmanpreet, Srijesh
and Amit are to be
lauded for their resilience

and grit to overcome a
mounting challenge from
Spain in the closing
stages of the game.
In India’s journey to
salvage respect in
hockey at international
level, the role of coach
Craig Fulton proved
fruitful. Fulton oversaw
some massive changes
which have reflected in
their result.
After the Indian hockey
team’s remarkable
performance at Paris,
capturing second
consecutive Olympic
bronze medal ushered
the return of glory days
for the sport in the
country. Kudos to
Odisha in becoming the
home of Indian hockey,
an epithet earlier earned
by Punjab.
It was holistic
development of Indian
hockey under the wings
of Odisha govt where a
total package for the
development of hockey
was developed, including
sponsorship of the game.
It is commendable that

the state has developed
international standard
infrastructure to back
hockey as a national
game. Odisha has
successfully organized
FIH Men’s Hockey
World Cup tournament in

indigenously built
largest hockey stadium
at Rourkela in 2018
and 2023. The state has
also organized several
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
tournaments like the
FIH Men’s Series

Finals in 2019 and the
Olympic Hockey
Qualifiers in the same
year. These programs
have provided the Indian
teams with the facilities
and environment to train
and compete at the

highest level.
The Odisha
g o v e r n m e n t ’s
continued support is
expected to play a
pivotal role in the future
of Indian hockey. With
the extension of the

sponsorship deal and
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
development, the state
is laying a strong
foundation for the
sport’s growth in the
country.
Odisha Not just the
hockey team’s sponsor,
Odisha has created a
whole eco system for
the sport to be revived.
Odisha’s involvement
with Indian hockey
started in 2018 when
the Naveen Patnaik-led
government stepped in
as the official sponsor of
the Indian hockey
teams. Not to lag
behind, Mohan Charan
Majhi, Chief Minister
has extended the
sponsorship to 2036 as
state’s long-term
commitment to the
sport.
Congratulating the
Indian team, Odisha
CM Mohan Charan
Majhi announced a
reward of Rs 15 lakh
for each player in the
squad. He also
announced an additional

Rs four crore for state’s
player Amit Rohidas,
besides announcing that
a reward of Rs 10 lakh
has been allocated for the
staff of the Indian men’s
hockey team.
Joining the celebrations
after the Harmanpreet
Singh-led side defeated
Spain 2-1 in a nail-biting
bronze medal play-off,
former CM Patnaik
termed it a historic
moment not just for the
state but for the country.
“May this bring back the
halcyon days for hockey,
bringing more and more
laurels for the country,”
Patnaik posted on social
media.

TV & Radio
Cricket

Commentator
C/O Manish
Chaturvedi
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ADDRESS TO THE NATIONBY THE HON’BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA SMT.
DROUPADI MURMU ON THE EVE OF THE 78TH INDEPENDENCE DAY

New Delhi, (KCN):My
Dear Fellow Citizens,
I extend to you all my
heartiest Independence
Day greetings.
I am delighted tosee the
nation prepare to
celebrate the 78th
Independence Day.
Witnessing the tri-colour
unfurl on this occasion, be
it at the Red Fort, at state
capitals or in local
neighbourhoods, always
thrills our hearts. It is an
expression of the joy of
being part of our great
nation along with more
than 1.4 billion fellow
Indians. Just as we
celebrate various festivals
with our families, we
celebrate our
Independence Day and
Republic Day with our
family that comprises our
fellow citizens.
On 15th of August, in all
parts of the country and
also abroad, Indians
participate in the flag-
hoisting ceremonies, sing
patriotic songs, and
distribute sweets. Young
children participate in
cultural events. When we
hear them talking about
our great nation and about
the privilege of being a
citizen of it, we find in
their words echoes of
what our great freedom
fighters used to say. Then
we realise that we are
part of a chain that binds
the dreams of those who
participated in the
freedom struggle and the
aspirations of those who
will witness the nation
regaining its full glory in
the years to come.
Realising that we are links
of this chain of history is
humbling. It makes us
recall the days when the
nation was under a foreign
rule. Patriotic and brave
souls took immense risks
and made
supremesacrifices. We
salute their memory.
Thanks to their unceasing
labour, the soul of India
awoke from centuries of
torpor. Different traditions
and values that had
continued to live on
beneath the surface found
new expressions in several
generations of great
leaders. Unifying the
diversity of traditions and
their expressions was
Mahatma Gandhi, Father
of the Nation and our
lodestar.
Alongside, there were
great leaders like Sardar
Patel, Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose and
BabasahebAmbedkar as
well as Bhagat Singh,
Chandrashekhar Azad and
many others. It was a
nationwide movement, in
which all communities
participated. Among
tribals, there were
TilkaManjhi, Birsa Munda,
LaxmanNaik and Phulo-
Jhano, among many more
whose sacrifices are now
being appreciated. We
have started celebrating
the birth anniversary of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda as
Janjatiya Gaurav Divas.
Celebrations of his 150th
birth anniversary next
year will be an opportunity
to further honour his
contribution to the national
re-awakening.
My Dear Fellow Citizens,
Today, on 14th August, the
nation is observing
Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti
Diwas, a day to recall
partition horrors. As the
great nation was divided,
millions had to suffer
forced migration, lakhs of
people lost their lives. A

day before we celebrate
Independence Day, we
recall that unparalleled
human tragedy and
stand with the families
that were torn asunder.
We are celebrating the
75th year of the
Constitution. The
journey of the newly
independent nation was
not without
obstacles.Remaining
firm on the
Constitutional ideals
ofjustice, equality, liberty
and fraternity, we are on
the mission to enable
India to reclaim its
rightful position on the
global stage.
As general elections
were held in our country
this year, the number of
eligible voters stood at
nearly 97 crore. This
was a historic record,
making it the largest
electoral exercise
humankind has ever
witnessed. The Election
Commission of India
should be congratulated
for the smooth and
flawless conduct of such
a gigantic event. I thank
all officials and security
personnel who braved
the heat and helped
electors. When such a
large number of people
exercise their franchise,
it is a resounding vote
for the idea of
democracy. India’s
successful conduct of
elections strengthens
democratic forces
around the world.
Dear Fellow Citizens,
From 2021 to 2024,
India has been among
the fastest growing
major economies, with
an average growth rate
of 8 percent annually.
This has not only put
more money in the
hands of people, it has
also drastically reduced
the number of people
living below the poverty
line. As for those who
continue to suffer from
poverty, all efforts are
being made not only to
provide a helping hand
to them, but also to bring
them out of it. For
example, the PM
GaribKalyan Anna
Yojana, launched in the
initial phase of Covid-19,
continues to provide
free ration to about 80
crore people, which also
ensures that those who
have recently come out
of poverty are not
forced back into it.
It is a matter of pride for
all that India has become
the fifth largest
economy in the world,
and we are also poised
to become one of the top
three economies soon.
This has been made
possible only by tireless
hard work of farmers
and workers, by the
farsightedness  of
planners and wealth-
creators, and by the
visionary leadership.
Farmers, our Annadata,
have ensured that
agricultural production
continues to beat
expectations. With this,
they have contributed
immensely to making
India self-reliant in
agriculture and feed our
people. Infrastructure
has received a boost in
recent years. Strategic
planning and effective
institutions have helped
expand the network of
roads and highways,
railways as well as
ports. Considering the
great potential of

futuristic technology, the
Government has
vigorously promoted a
range of sectors, such as
semiconductors and
Artificial Intelligence,
while also creating an
ideal ecosystem for
startups which will propel
their growth. It has made
India an even more
attractive investment
destination. With greater
transparency, the banking
and financial sector has
become much more
efficient. All of these
factors have set the
stage for the next
generation of economic
reforms and economic
growth that will catapult
India among the
developed nations.
This rapid but equitable
progress has given India
a higher stature in global
affairs. After the
successful completion of
itsG-20 Presidency, India
has consolidated its role
as the voice of the Global
South. India intends to
use its influential position
to expand the scope of
world peace and
prosperity.
My Dear Fellow
Citizens,
We must remember the
words of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar, the architect
of our Constitution. He
had rightly said, and I
quote, “We must make
our political democracy a
social democracy as well.
Political democracy
cannot last unless there
lies at the base of it social
democracy.” [Unquote]
The steady progress of
political democracy
testifies to the progress
made towards the
consolidation of social
democracy.The spirit of
inclusionpervades every
aspect of our social
life.We move together as
a cohesive nation with
our diversity and
plurality.Af firmative
action must be
strengthened as an
instrument of inclusion. I
firmly believe that in a
vast country like ours,
tendencies that stoke
discord based upon
perceived social
hierarchies have to be
rejected.
Social justice is a top
priority of the
Government, and it has
taken a number of
unprecedented initiatives
for the welfare of the
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and
other marginalised
sections of society.
Pradhan Mantri Samajik
Utthan evam Rozgar
Adharit Jankalyan, that is,
PM-SURAJ, for
example, aims to provide
direct financial assistance
to the people from the
m a r g i n a l i s e d
communities. The
Pradhan Mantri Janjati
Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyan or PM-
JANMAN has taken the
form of a mass campaign
for critical interventions
to improve socio-
economic conditions of
Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups, that is,
PVTGs.The National
Action for Mechanized
Sanitation Ecosystem or
the NAMASTE scheme
will ensure that no
sanitation workers will
have to manually engage
in the hazardous task of
sewer and septic tank
cleaning.
The term ‘justice’, taken
in the broadest possible

sense, includes a variety
of social factors. I would
like to stress two of them
in particular, namely,
gender justice and
climate justice.
In our society, women
are considered not only
equal, but even more than
equal. However, they
have also suffered from
traditional prejudices. But
I am glad to note that the
Government has given
equal importance to
women’s welfare and
women’s empowerment.
The budget allocation for
this purpose has more
than tripled in the last
decade. Their
participation in the labour
force has increased. The
most heartening
development on this front
has been the significant
improvement in the sex
ratio at birth. A variety of
special government
schemes have also been
designed keeping the
women at the centre.

Nari Shakti
VandanAdhiniyam is
aimed at ensuring real
empowerment of women.
Climate change has
become a reality. It is all
the more challenging for
developing nations to
change their economic
paradigm. Yet, we have
already made more
progress in that direction
than expected. India is
proud to be at the forefront
of humankind’s battle to
save the planet from the
worst effects of global
warming. I also urge you
all to make small but
effective changes in your
lifestyle and contribute to
the cause of dealing with
the challenge of climate
change.
Speaking of justice, let me
also mention here that in
adopting the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita from July
this year, we have
removed one more relic
of the colonial era. The
new code is oriented

towards ensuring justice
for the victims of crime
instead of focusing on
punishment alone. I see
this change as a tribute
to the freedom fighters.
My Dear Fellow
Citizens,
The AmritKaal, the
ongoing period of a
quarter century leading to
the centenary of our
Independence, is going to
be shaped by the youth
of today. It is their energy
and enthusiasm that will
help the nation scale new
heights. Cultivating the
young minds and creating
a new mindset that takes
the best of the traditions
and the contemporary
knowledge is our priority.
To this end, the National
Education Policy,
launched since 2020, has
already started showing
results.
To harness their talent,
the Government has
come up with initiatives
to facilitate skilling,
employment and other
opportunities for
them.The Prime
Minister’s package of
five schemes for
employment and skilling
will benefit 4.1 crore
youth over five
years.Under anew
initiative of the
Government, one crore
youth will be doing
internship in leading
companies over five
years.All this will be a

foundational contribution
towards building Viksit
Bharat.
In India, we view
science and technology
as part of the quest for
knowledge as well as
instrument for
humanitarian progress.
Our achievements in the
field of digital
applications, for example,
are being used as
templates in other
countries. In recent
years, India has made
unprecedented advances
in space exploration.
Along with you all, I also
eagerly look forward to
the launch of the
Gaganyaan Mission next
year, which will take a
team of Indian astronauts
into space aboard India’s
first human spaceflight.
The world of sports is
another arena in which
the country has made
great progress in the last
decade. The
Government has rightly
prioritised the
development of sports
infrastructure, and it is
showing results. The
Indian contingent put up
its best efforts in the
recently concluded Paris
Olympic Games. I
appreciate the dedication
and hard work of the
players. They have
inspired the youth. In
cricket, India won the T-
20 World Cup, to the
great joy of a large

number of fans. In chess,
our prodigies have made
the country proud. This
is said to be the
beginning of an Indian
era in chess. In
badminton, tennis and
other sports, our
youngsters are making a
mark on the world stage.
Their achievements have
inspired the next
generation too.
My Dear Fellow
Citizens,
With the nation all set to
celebrate Independence
Day, let me once again
extend my greetings to
you, particularly our
brave jawansof Armed
Forces who guard our
freedom, risking their
lives. I convey my
greetings to the police
and security personnel
who keep vigil all across
the country. I also extend
my greetings to the
members of the judiciary
and the civil services, as
well as the officials of
our missions abroad. My
greetings also to our
diaspora: You are part of
our family, making us
proud with your
achievements. You are
great representatives of
India’s culture and
heritage.
Once again, I wish
everyone a very Happy
Independence Day!
Thank you.
Jai Hind!
Jai Bharat!
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Naveen urges all to maintain
peace in Odisha
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Leader of the opposition
in the Odisha assembly,
Naveen Patnaik,
Tuesday appealed to all
the citizens to maintain
peace and harmony in
the state where
allegations of atrocities
surfaced against a section
of the people.
In an X post, the former
chief minister said
Odisha is a state where
communal harmony and
peace existed for ages.
“Many groups and
aggrieved citizens have
met me and expressed
their concerns. It is sad
that they are being
victims of attacks and
discrimination,” Patnaik,
who is also the BJD
president, said in the post.
“But it is a matter of
concern that now there
are reports of social
unrest in different parts
of the state,” he said.
While appealing to all the
communities to protect
the image and dignity of
Odisha, Patnaik
suggested that everyone
work towards

maintaining law and order,
the security of people’s
property and life, as a
peaceful state.
The former five-time
chief minister also urged
the government and all
government officials to
take all possible steps to
protect the people from all
walks of life.
Notably, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Sunday
requested her Odisha
counterpart Mohan
Charan Majhi to look into
alleged incidents of
assault on labourers from
the state there.
Meanwhile, Odisha’s
Additional Director
General (ADG) (Law and
Order), Sanjay Kumar
admitted that a stray case
in this regard had come to

the fore.
“Two days ago there was
an incident in which
some people were seen
asking members of a
particular group to show
their identity cards to see
whether they migrated
from Bangladesh. It was
totally unwarranted,”
Kumar said.
Claiming that there was
no major incident across
the state following the
political turmoil in
Bangladesh, Kumar
said nobody is allowed
to take the law into their
hands.
“Though it was
apprehended that some
Bangladeshi infiltrators
may sneak into Odisha
through the sea route,
there was no such
incident. Our sea coast

was on high alert,” he
said.
Referring to the recent
tension in Bhadrak
where some people of
a group were detained
and asked to prove their
credentials, the police
intervened and resolved
the matter.
“We have instructed all
our senior officials that
nobody should be
allowed to take the law
into their hands. We
will take strict action
against them,” he said.
If anyone has
information regarding
any foreign national
staying here illegally,
they should inform the
police. The police will
take action, he said.
The police are on high
alert and taking
precautions for the
u p c o m i n g
Independence Day, he
said.
“There should not be
any negative impact of
the Bangladesh problem
on our Indian soil.”
Kumar added.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister confers Suraj Awards
World Organ Donation Day celebrated in Bhubaneswar
Bhubaneswar(KCN)
: World Organ
Donation Day is
being celebrated
today in the
Conference Hall of
Loka Seva Bhawan.
The purpose of this
day is to encourage
people to save the lives
of others by donating
healthy and valuable
organs after death.
Health and Family
Welfare Minister
Dr.Mukesh Mahaling
recognizing the
i n v a l u a b l e
contribution of ten
deceased organ donors
and their families
honoured the family
members with the
coveted Suraj Awards.
The families of the
deceased were
awarded an amount of

Rs.5 lakh each.
Minister Sri Mahaling
said that the award will
encourage the citizens
of the State to come
forward and save lives
by pledging to donate
their precious organs.
This is indeed a great
work of humanity, he
stated.
This year, Suraj Award
is being conferred to
Late Krishna Panda of
Berhampur, Ganjam,
Late Damayanti
Mohanta of
Rabanapalaspala,
Baregodia, Keonjhar,
Late Ajit Kumar
Chowdhury of Talkia,
Balasore, Late Om
Sibu of Badpada,
Nayakot, Kendrapada,
Late Subojit Sahu,  of
Kalpana Square,
Bhubaneswar, Late

Krishna Chandra
Mahabhoi of CRPF
C a m p u s ,
Bhubaneswar, Late
Sanjukta Patra of
Sadha, Hatadih,
Keonjhar, Late
Pratyush Panigarhi of
Abhana, Devendrapur,
Balasore, Late Kahnu
Nayak of
Radhakantpur, Khurda
and Late Birendra
Prasad Swain of
R e d h u a ,
R a g h u n a t h p u r,
Jagatsinghpur.
Notably, the parents of
late Suraj Behera
who voluntarily
donated their
deceased son's
organs to save
another person's life
have promoted
voluntary organ
donation in the State.

To honour the organ
donors of the State
and institutions
promoting organ
donation in
recognition of their
inspirational and
humanitarian work,
the State
Government has
been conferring
"Suraj Awards" in
honour of late Suraj
Behera on the
occasion of World
Organ Donation Day
on August 13 every
year.Respecting the
selfless and heroic
contribution of the
deceased and their
families who donated
vital organs, the last
rites of the deceased
donors are being
performed with full
State honours.

Clarion call to make Odisha the cleanest state in the nation
Bhubaneswar,(KCN);
It’ s time to work
dedicatedly and
wholeheartedly to
make Odisha the
cleanest state of the
nation. In order to
achieve this
milestone all Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs)
have to put best
efforts without
leaving any stone
unturned. The state
Government will
extend all support to
the ULBs to achieve
this goal. This is said
by Sri Rajesh
Prabhakar Patil,
Special Secretary and
Mission Director,

Swachh Bharat
Mission (Urban).
A Zonal level
workshop on Swachha
Survekshan has been
held at Gopalpur by
Housing and Urban
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department for all the
Urban Local Bodies
under Southern
Revenue Divisional.
The Municipal
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,
Executive Officers
along with the
Engineers and other
Sanitation officials
from thirty eight
Urban Local Bodies
were participated in
the workshop.

Swachh Survekshan
is one of the most
important National
Level Urban
Sanitation Survey,
which is conducted
annually by
Government of India
with third party
assessment to
evaluate the quality
of services being
delivered by the
Urban Local Bodies.
Delivering the
introductory speech
Sri Binaya Kumar
Dash, Additional
Secretary and
Additional Mission
Director, Swachh
Bharat Mission

appealed the ULBs
to increase the
quality and
efficiency of
sanitation services

delivered to the
citizens and also to
increase people’s
participation in every

aspect of the
sanitation services.
Smt Durgesh Nandini
Sahoo, Additional

Secretary and
Additional Mission
Director presented the
performance of the
Urban Local Bodies in
last year’s Swachh
Survekshan and the
gaps to be addressed
by them to perform
better in the ensuing
assessment. Similarly,
Sri Rabindra Kumar
Sahu, Additional
Secretary and
Additional Mission
Director explained
various aspects of used
water management.
Sri Binay Kumar Dash,
Additional Secretary
and Additional Mission

Director also
elaborated in detail the
various modalities of
assessment for this
year’s Swachh
Survekshan and how
to make the Urban
Local Bodies ready
for bet ter
performance in the
f o r t h c o m i n g
assessment.
Sri Rabindra Kumar
Patel ,  Project
Director,  Distr ict
U r b a n
D e v e l o p m e n t
Agency, Ganjam
extended vote of
thanks to the guests
and participants.
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ROYAL ENFIELD LAUNCHES THE MOST AWAITED
ADVENTURE TOURER - THE ALL NEW HIMALAYAN

Bhubaneswar(KCN) :
The perfect balance
between capability and
usability, Royal Enfield
today launched its
adventure tourer that is
built for all roads, and
for no roads, the all-
new Himalayan at the
brand’s biggest
motorcycling festival,
Motoverse 2023.
Unveiled for the world
at EICMA 2023 earlier
this month, the all-new
Himalayan is now
available for bookings
in retails in India
starting today, and will
be available across
Europe starting March
2024. The motorcycle
will be available at a
starting price of
£5,750in the UK
a n d • 5 9 0 0 a c r o s s
Europe. In India, the
Himalayan will be

available at a special
introductory price of
INR 2,69,000 til l
December 31, 2023.
The all new Himalayan
is launched with a
robust lineup comprising
3 distinct variants -
Base, Pass and Summit
and a palette of 5 colors
inspired by the elements
of the Himalayas- Kaza
Brown (base variant),
Slate series comprising-
Poppy Blue &
Himalayan Salt (Pass-
mid variant) and Hanle
Black & Kamet White
(Summit- top variant).
The Asia-Pacific region
and Americas will soon
experience the
Himalayan's adventure-
ready prowess,
solidifying Royal
Enfield's commitment to
global riders.
Speaking at the launch

of the motorcycle,
Royal Enfield CEO, B
Govindarajan said,
“Embarking on the
creation of the new
Himalayan, we
immersed ourselves in
the riding experiences of
our community,
engaging with
globetrotters, explorers,
and athletes. Informed
by these insights and
our own journey in the
Himalayas, we retained
the crucial elements of
its DNA and worked on
the areas for evolution
in the new and evolved
Himalayan which is
absolutely purpose-
built for the Himalayas.
The results are fantastic
and we can see that
with the immense love
shown by consumers
and experts from
across the world.

Union Minister Shri
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia
releases ‘The Future is Now’
as the theme for India
Mobile Congress 2024

Bhubaneswar : The
theme of the India
Mobile Congress 2024,
‘The Future is Now’,
was unveiled today by
Shri Jyotiraditya M.
Scindia, Minister for
Communications and
Development of North
Eastern Region in New
Delhi. The theme signifies
how India stands at the
heart of the technological
evolution and IMC 2024
bringing together global
leaders - visionaries,
pioneers, and innovators
- to collaborate and
actively shape the
technologies transforming
our world today, where
the future isn't just a
concept - it's happening.

Shri Jyotiraditya M.
Scindia, Minister for
Communications and
Development of
Northeastern Region,
launched the Indian
Mobile Congress 2024
application and Website,
a unique interactive App
for registration. With the
first registration and
keynote address by Shri
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia,
the Indian Mobile
Congress also
announced the opening
of the registrations for
Delegates, Visitors,
Academia/College,
Government and
Media.
In his Keynote
Address, Minister of

Communications said:
“Technology is best
when it brings people
together. There can be
no better example than
our country Bharat” He
emphasised on the role
of technology in
bridging divides across
the country in line with
the commitment of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He
said, “It is technology
and communications that
will provide a platform of
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
Communications and
networks will bring
together the people from
first village of India to the
people of central villages
of India.”

Axita Cotton Limited Recommends bonus issue in the ratio of 1:3; Company reports PAT of Rs. 3.54 crore in Q1FY25
Ahmedabad (KCN):
Axita Cotton Ltd, one
of the leading
manufacturers of
exporters of
international quality
cotton bales, cotton
seeds and cotton yarns
in India, has
recommended issuance
of bonus equity shares
in the ratio of 1:3 (i.e.,
1 bonus equity share of
Re. 1 each for every 3
fully paid-up equity
shares as on record
date) subject to the
approvals from the
shareholders.
Company also declared
a financial results for the
first quarter ended on

30 June, 2024. The
company has reported
a net profit of Rs. 3.54
crore whereas profit
before tax was at Rs.
4.96 crore for the
Q1FY25. For the first
quarter for financial
year 2025, the
company’s total
income stands at Rs.
154.96 crore and
EBIDTA at Rs. 5.73
crore.
Commenting on the
company performance
during the period,
Mr.Nitinbhai Patel,
Chairman and
Managing Director,
Axita Cotton Ltd said
“We are happy to

announce strong
quarterly results despite
challenging industry
scenario and global
sluggishness. The central
government is making all
possible efforts towards

gaining access to the
new markets. Indian
Textile industry is one of
the key industries of the
country and the
government through its
policies and initiatives

continues to give further
push to the industry so
that it become global
competitive and
increase its global
share.”
For the year ended on
31 March, 2024, Axita
Cotton Ltd had
reported a net profit of
Rs. 20.33 crore, profit
before tax at Rs. 27.30
crore and total income
of Rs. 1,104.38 crore.
Axita Cotton’s
production facility is
strategically located at
Kadi in Mehsana
district of Gujarat. This
ideal location places the
company in close
proximity to the thriving

cotton-growing regions
of Saurashtra and other
parts of Gujarat,
enabling it to source the
finest raw materials and
ensure the utmost
quality in its products.
The organic cotton
industry is growing
rapidly as consumers
become more aware of
the environmental and
social impacts of
conventional cotton
production. In 2020, the
global market for
organic cotton was
valued at $1.3 billion,
and it is expected to
grow to $2.5 billion by
2025.
India has emerged as

the world’s fastest-
growing major
economy, and it is
predicted to be one of
the top economic
powers in the next
decade, owing to its
robust democracy and
strong partnerships.
India is the largest
producer of cotton
globally. It is a crop
that holds significant
importance for the
Indian economy and
the livelihood of the
Indian cotton farmers.
The industry is
sustaining livelihoods
to millions of people in
rural and semi urban
areas by providing

them employment
directly and indirectly,
including a large
number of women and
rural populat ion.
Cotton is one of the
most important cash
crops and accounts for
around 25% of the
total  global f ibre
production. The close
linkage of texti les
industry to agriculture
(for raw materials such
as cotton) and the
ancient culture and
tradit ions of the
country in terms of
textiles makes it unique
in comparison to other
industr ies in the
country.

2024-2025

Humara Bachpan Trust Celebrates 10th Foundation Day
Bhubaneswar, (KCN):
Humara Bachpan Trust
celebrates a decade of
transformative work and
unwavering commitment
to community
empowerment. Founded
on August 14, 2014, by
Ms. Dharitri Patnaik,the
journey began as a
Campaign with a mission
to uplift the urban poor,
focusing on securing
children’s rights to
dignified living conditions.
What started as a
grassroots campaign in
2012 has evolved into a
powerful movement,

driven by a deep sense
of purpose to empower
those living in
m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n ,
especially children,
adolescents, youth and
women. The formal
establishment of
Humara Bachpan Trust
is last ten years,
solidified its vision by
impacting lives of more
than one lakh children,
26000 adolescents, more
than 3500 women
farmers and 45000
women in general.
Over the past ten years,
Humara Bachpan Trust

has become a leading
force for change, actively
working across five
districts in Odisha and one
district in Madhya
Pradesh. While HBT has
always centered on
children, its impact
extends far beyond,
addressing critical issues
such as safety issues of
children, enabling
neighborhood and public
spaces for adolescents,
women’s empowerment,
s u s t a i n a b l e
livelihoods,gender-based
violence and climate
resilience. The mission

remains clear: That one
day the organization
willlead by those for
whom it was started.
On this special day,
massive plantation drives
were launched across
operational areas,
including Bhubaneswar,
Balangir, Keonjhar,
Kandhamal, Puri, and
Malanpur (MP).
Thewomen, youth and
child leaders, who are
the heart of our
organization, gathered
and celebrated their
achievements. The
eventswere graced by

Founder Cum
Chairperson,Dharitri
Patnaik, alongside
E x e c u t i v e
D i r e c t o r A r p i t a
Pattnaik, and our
trustee Sradhanjali
Panda, youth and
adolescent leaders,
women farmers, child
leaders, and the
inspiring women of
Sambhavi. The team
reiterated that the work is
far from over, but together,
hand in hand with
communities, the
organization will continue to
make a lasting difference.

Protest Rally in Paris, France against the
Genocide of Hindus in Bangladesh.
NewDe lh i , (KCN) :
Bangladeshi Islamists
attacked, killed Hindu
leaders and burnt Hindu
houses and Hindu
temples, kidnapped
Hindu women over 53
districts in Bangladesh
since Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina resigned
and left the country on
5 August 2024.
On 12 August 2024, a
huge protest rally has
organized by the
expatriate Hindus in
Paris, France against
the atrocities of minority
Hindus in Bangladesh at
the historic Place de la
République in Paris.
Thousands of expatriate
Hindus actively
participated in the rally.
World Hindu Federation
- European Union
Chapter and
J u s t i c e M a k e r s

Bangladesh in France
has participated to this
protest rally.
The area shook with
slogans of protest. The
speakers in the rally
strongly protested
against the barbaric
attacks on the minority
Hindus in Bangladesh
and strongly condemned
the inaction of the army
and administration in the

attack on minority Hindus,
vandalism of monasteries
and temples.
Speakers appealed to the
various international
human rights
organizations and global
leaders to stop brutal
attacks on minority
Hindus and to protect
Hindus in Bangladesh.
The following proposal
was presented to the

Government of
Bangladesh:
All attacks on minority
Hindus in Bangladesh
should be prosecuted
e x p e d i t i o u s l y,
perpetrators should be
punished exemplary, and
victims should be
adequately compensated
and rehabilitated.
Legislation for Minority
Protection and Ministry of

Minority Affairs should
be formed.
 All monasteries,
temples, churches,
pagodas should be
protected
 Bangladesh cannot have
any state religion.
The law on return of
vested property should
be properly
implemented.

Tata Steel Foundation and NINL Celebrates
‘International Youth Day’
Kalinganagar, (KCN):
C e l e b r a t i n g
‘International Youth
Day’, the Regional
Initiative for Safe Sexual
Health by Today's
Adolescents (RISHTA)
Project of Tata Steel
Foundation (TSF) in
association with
NeelachalIspat Nigam
(NINL) organised a
mega event at
C o m m u n i t y
Hall,Sarangpur village
under Sukinda block in
Jajpur district on Monday.
Abhisek Swain (OAS),
Block Development
Officer (BDO), Sukinda
graced the occasion as
Chief Guest along with
senior officials of NINL
and TSF.
More than 100
participants including

Saathiyas and
adolescents from 10
nearby panchayats
participated in the event
organised on the theme,
"From Clicks to
Progress: Youth Digital
Pathways for

S u s t a i n a b l e
Development". The event
provided a platform to the
young minds to express
their thoughts and engage
in discussions about
leveraging digital tools for
sustainable development.

During the programme,
adolescents shared their
views and ideas on how
digital advancements can
be harnessed to drive
positive change, reflecting
the event's focus on
empowering youth

through digital
i n n o v a t i o n . T h e
celebration highlighted
the importance of digital
literacy and responsible
internet use, fostering a sense
of community and
collaboration among the youth.
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Pakistan cricket identity will sort itself out - Gillespie
Karachi: As Pakistan
prepare to embark on a
demanding season under
a new red-ball coach,
with nine Tests over the
next five months, the
team seems to be
grappling with an identity
crisis. Oppositions are
aware they will
encounter spin
challenges in India, seam
threats in New Zealand,
and aggressive play when
facing England. What,
then, defines Pakistan's
style of play? They were
blanked 0-3 by England
at home on flat and
unresponsive pitches last
year and there have been
obvious posers about
their approach.
Creating a blueprint for
home Tests and resolving
the identity crisis is a
significant challenge for
Jason Gillespie, the new
red-ball coach of the
Shan Masood-captained
team. While the
Australian is committed
to helping the team
define its identity, he
believes that it will take
some time to establish
and adopt a clear and
effective blueprint.
"The identity will sort
itself out," he says. "I

don't think that will be
resolved right now. It will
be a process to figure out
exactly what surfaces
we want to play on going
forward.
"I firmly believe we've
got all bases covered,
whether it's fast bowling,
slower bowling, or
playing on faster,
bouncier tracks that offer
more assistance to
seamers, or surfaces that
are lower and slower. We
need to be flexible and
adaptable, but we'll
certainly have a basic
blueprint on how we
want to play our games,"
the former Australia
pacer, whose first
assignment as Pakistan
coach begins with a two-
Test home series against
Bangladesh starting
August 21, said in a PCB
podcast.
Identity is just one of the
challenges facing
Pakistan cricket; a more
pressing issue is the
widening gap between
the top teams and the rest
in Test cricket. India,
England, and Australia
seem to have distanced
themselves from the
peloton. Masood
addresses this issue

head-on, saying there is
a need for more Test
cricket.
"There was a time when
we dominated teams in
the UAE, and we did
decently abroad as well.
We always performed
well in England, and we
even held the number-
one position in Test
cricket for a while. The
gap then was huge. After
that, we had a change of
captains, but Test cricket
wasn't as frequent for us.
If you look at the big
nations like Australia,
India, and England, they
play about 10 to 15 Test
matches a year," the
Test skipper said in the
same podcast.
"In Test cricket, which is
the ultimate challenge in
the game, you have to be
familiar with certain
conditions. Yes, we've
been playing at home
since 2019, but other
teams have been playing
on their home soils for
much longer. We still
have to decide what our
best approach at home
is.
"If I'm being brutally
honest, in home Test
matches, because
they've been played at

different times of the
year and against
different nations, we still
haven't found our ideal
way of playing at home
that suits our batting,
bowling, and overall
style. That's something
we need to figure out
quickly. We need to
determine what helps us
win as a team. How can
we create conditions
that suit us more and put
us in the driving seat,
rather than just thinking
about how we can cope
with the opposition?
"It's about familiarity,
figuring things out, and

consistency, which
matters a lot in Test
cricket. We're playing
nine Test matches in four
months, but we've also
had to deal with an
unfortunate calendar
where we played in
Australia, and then we're
playing our next Test
after ten months. These
are challenges that
Pakistan cricket needs to
address going forward.
"We need more Test
cricket. We play a lot of
domestic cricket, so I
don't think we can blame
that. We do play 10 first-
class matches minimum,

and with the introduction
of departmental cricket,
some players ended up
playing 16-17 first-class
matches in a year."
Pakistan is also
navigating uncharted
territory by appointing
two national coaches -
Gary Kirsten as the head
coach for white-ball
formats and Jason
Gillespie for red-ball
cricket. This dual
coaching structure may
lead to overlaps,
especially with multi-
format players. Gillespie
says he will not hesitate
to make unpopular

decisions.
"Sometimes decisions
will be made that may
not be overly popular, but
that's why we're in these
positions-to make those
calls. But please
understand that they're
always in the best
interests of Pakistan
cricket and the individual
players.
"We've got multi-format
players, and we've got to
look after them as best
we can. The priority is
representing Pakistan,
but if there are
opportunities-on a case-
by-case basis-where a
player can learn about
their game and play
better cricket, which in
turn will help them be a
better cricketer for
Pakistan, then we'll
certainly consider those
opportunities. But we
won't be in a position
where we compromise
the team, whichever
format.
"And yes, I'm aligned
with the Test side, Gary's
with the white-ball
formats, but this is
where real
communication-clear,
c o n s i s t e n t
communication-between

all the stakeholders
comes in to get the best
out of every individual
player and do what's
best for Pakistan
cricket."
The Pakistan dressing
room is known to be
notorious for leaking
inside information and it
was a question at the
discussion. What can be
done? Masood says he
will address the issue.
"The dressing room
culture is crucial, and
everything starts from
there," says the captain
insisting on the need to
maintain the dressing
room sanctity.
"How you play on the
field begins with the
environment and
conversations within the
dressing room. When
you're assigned
captaincy, maintaining or
creating a positive
dressing room culture is
a primary responsibility .
Great sporting teams
have strong dressing
room cultures that
contribute to their
success. This includes
everything from
disciplines and routines to
agreeing on how to play.

Ben Stokes ruled out of English
summer with hamstring tear

Londan:Ben Stokes, the
England Test captain,
has been ruled out of the
remainder of the English
summer after suffering a
hamstring injury while
playing in the ongoing
season of The Hundred.
The allrounder tore his
left hamstring while
playing for Northern
Superchargers on

Sunday.
"As a result of the scans
conducted in Leeds on
Tuesday, Stokes will miss
England's three-match
Test series against Sri
Lanka," the England and
Wales Cricket Board
announced in a release
on Tuesday (August 13).
Stokes is hoping to return
for England's tour of

Pakistan, scheduled to be
played in early October
England's next
assignment, the Test
series against Sri Lanka
is set to begin on August
21 at Old Trafford.
England haven't
announced any
replacement for Stokes
in the squad, which will
now be led by Ollie Pope.

2023 ICC ODI World Cup prize money - BCB denies delay in disbursement
Dhaka:The Bangladesh
Cricket Board on
Tuesday refuted
allegations of delay in
disbursing the prize
money from the 2023
ICC Men's ODI
Cricket World Cup.
BCB's statement
comes after their
councillor Debabrata
Paul, who also happens
to be general secretary
of Cricket Welfare
Associat ion of
Bangladesh, claimed in
the media that the
Board is yet to pay
prize money to the
national cricketers for
the showpiece event.
"The BCB would like to
clarify that the delay is

not deliberate or due to
any negligence on the
part of the Board. Prize
money for major
International Cricket
Council (ICC) events,
such as the ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup, is
typical ly received
within a few months

fol lowing the
t o u r n a m e n t ' s
conclusion," BCB said
in a statement on
Tuesday.
"The ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup
2023 concluded in
November 2023, and
the BCB promptly

submitted the
necessary invoice to
the ICC. However, due
to taxation formalities
and compliance issues,
the disbursement
process has
encountered delays.
These are
administrative hurdles
that have impacted not
only the BCB but also
other participating
countries. To expedite
the procedure, the BCB
appointed renowned
international accounting
firm Deloitte Haskins &
Sells LLP in India which
processed the relevant
applications of all the
Bangladesh players who
participated in the World

Cup," it said.
"We have been informed
that these formalities
have only recently been
completed and that the
prize money is expected
to be credited to the
BCB in the coming
weeks," added in the
statement.
"The BCB strongly
refutes the untrue
remarks made by the
concerned councillor and
vehemently protests the
insinuations of
malpractice against the
Board and its officials on
this matter. Such
allegations are baseless
and undermine the
integrity of the BCB's
operations."

Sri Lanka rope in Ian Bell as
batting coach for England tour
NewDelhi: Former
England batting mainstay
Ian Bell will be part of Sri
Lanka's coaching staff
for the Asian side's
upcoming tour of England
that consists of three Tests.
The 42-year-old will be
donning the role of batting
coach for the entirety of the
series that starts on August
21. Bell is expected to link
up with the team five days
prior, on August 16.
A 118-Test veteran, Bell's
records during his playing
days are among England's
best in the longest format
with over 7700 runs at an
average a shade under 50.
This included 68 scores of
fifty or above, of which 22

were centuries and what
stood out was his ability to
dole out runs in crisis
situations in big moments
like Ashes Tests. The
Warwickshire man's
appointment comes as a
part of Sri Lanka Cricket's
(SLC) intent in getting the
right preparation and
guidance for the Test team's
batting department ahead of
what is potentially a
challenging tour.
"We appointed Ian to bring
in a person with local
knowledge to help the
players with key insights on
the conditions there. Ian has
a lot of experience playing
in England, and we believe
his inputs will help our team

in this crucial tour," said
Ashley De Silva, CEO of
SLC.Bell's coaching stints
have been on the rise in
recent times. He has been
part of the coaching setup
for Derbyshire,
Warwickshire and
England's U19 side. Last
year, he took up the role of
consultant for New
Zealand's men's side before
the ODI World Cup in India.
Bell has also been an active
part of the Big Bash League
where he had been part of
the coaching staffs of
Melbourne Renegades and
Hobart Hurricanes. This will,
however, be Bell's first
alliance with an Asian side
in coaching capacity.

Vinesh Phogat's medal wait continues,
verdict delayed till August 16
Paris: Vinesh Phogat
will have to wait more to
know if she will win a
medal at the Paris
Olympics or not. The
Court of Arbitration for
Sports (CAS) has further
asked for an extension to
announce its verdict on the
matter. It is now expected
to be out on August 16,
Friday.
The Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS) has
further delayed the verdict
for Vinesh Phogat's plea
on Tuesday, August 13.
This is the third time that
the sports court has
extended its time limit on
the matter. The court is
now expected to
announce its verdict on
August 16, Friday by 9:30
pm IST. Phogat had
originally challenged her
disqualification from the
Paris Olympics and had
appealed to be given a joint
silver medal in the

women's 50kg category.
The court on Tuesday said
in a statement that it will be
further delaying the verdict
in the case where Phogat
and the Indian Olympic
Association have
challenged the International
Olympic Committee and
the United World
Wrestling's decision.
"By application of Article 18
of the CAS Arbitration
Rules for the Olympic
Games, the President of the
CAS Ad Hoc Division
extends the time-limit for
the Panel to give a decision
until 16 August 2024 at
18h00 (Paris time),."
CAS's ad-hoc division has
said.
During the period of the
OG, the Panel shall give a
decision within 24 hours
from the conclusion of the
hearing or, if no hearing is
held, from the conclusion of
the evidentiary
proceedings, subject to

Article 20. In exceptional
cases, this time limit may
be extended by the
President or the Deputy
President of the CAS
ADD if circumstances so
require. Outside the period
of the OG, the Panel shall
give a decision within a
reasonable time.
Vinesh, in her appeal, had
initially requested the ad-

hoc bench of the CAS to
nullify the IOC’s
disqualification have
another weigh-in and
allow her to compete in the
final. However, she did not
request urgent interim
measures. The ad-hoc
bench of the CAS
delivered its verdict fast,
but it was not able to even
hear the parties before the

final, which was scheduled
on Thursday evening.
Vinesh then made it clear
in her appeal that she
wanted the disqualification
to be reversed and she be
awarded a joint silver
medal. However, the
United World Wrestling
chief Nenad Lalovic, in an
interview to India Today,
said he empathised with
Vinesh, but insisted that
rules were adhered to
before it disqualified the
Indian wrestler.
Even as the verdict was
delayed, IOA chief PT
Usha defended Chief
Medical Officer Dr.
Dinshaw Pardiwala
amid scrutiny from social
media after Vinesh
missed the weight on the
day of her final. Usha
said it was the
responsibility of the
athlete and her coaches
to work and make the
weight.


