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PRESIDENT'S GREETINGS ON THE EVE OF CHAITRA SUKLADI, UGADI, GUDI
PADWA, CHETI CHAND, NAVREHAND SAJIBU CHEIRAQBA

NewDelhi,(KCN): The
President of India, Smt.
Droupadi Murmu has
conveyed her greetings
to fellow citizens on the
eve of Chaitra Sukladi,
Ugadi, Gudi Padwa,
Cheti Chand, Navreh
and Sgjibu Cheiraoba.

In a message, the
President has said, “On
the auspicious occasion
of Chaitra Sukladi,
Ugadi, Gudi Padava,
Cheti Chand, Navreh
and Sajibu Cheiraoba, |
extend my greetingsand
good wishesto all fellow

citizens.

These are the
occasionsto welcomethe
spring season and Indian
New Year. These
festivals, celebrated in

different parts of our
country, spread the
message of peace,
harmony and tolerance.
These festivals are
symbols of our rich
culture and heritage.
We also express our
gratitude to nature on
these occasions.

May these
festivals bring
happiness and

prosperity for all and
motivate us to work for
development of our
nation with greater
zed”.

Vir Vikram Yadav Appointed Puri
SJTA Chief Administrator

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
TheOdishaGovernment
on Monday appointed
senior 1AS officer Vir
Vikram Yadav as the
new Chief Administrator
of Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration
(SJTA), Puri.

“In exercise of the
powersconferred by the
sub-section (1) of
section 19 of Shree
Jagannath TempleAct,
1954 (Odisha Act, 11
of 1955), the State
Government to hereby

BJD's Santrupt Misra for taking Cuttack’s

appoint Shri Vir Vikram
Yadav (R.R.-1996) as
Chief Administrator,
SJTA, Puri, in addition to
his present duties, from
the date he actually takes

over charge as such,”
read an official
notification issued by
the Law Department
of Government of
Odisha.

slver filigreework toglobal level

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Santrupt Misra, BJD Lok
Sabha candidate and
former HR head of a
major corporate group,
said he has plansto make
silver filigree of Cuttack
amajor industry and set
up a world-class design
ingitute Thesilver filigree
work of Cuttack has
received the
geographical indication
(Gl) tag in March this
year.“We can create a
world-class design
institute in Cuttack
someday, not only for
silver filigree but for
textiles and other works
aswell,” Misrasaid.

Like the Gold Market of
Dubai, adedicated silver

BJD Alleges Ocisna BJP Misusing EC's Name, Employing Chi

filigree market can be set
up in Cuttack where
International tourists will
comeand haveafirst-hand
glimpse of the product, he
said.

After taking voluntary
retirement from theAditya
Birla group, Misrajoined
the BJD recently and was
made a candidate for the

Cuttack seat. He was
pitted against six-time
MP Bhartruhari Mahtab,
who had defected to BJP
from the ruling party in
OdishaMisra told PTI
Video that he felt
humbled for being
nominated from Cuttack
where he grew up.To a
question, he said that the
decisionto enter politics
was not sudden but a
well-thought-out
one.After serving a
company for over 28
years,“| felt that thetime
has come to extend the
best support and service
to the state and city
where | grew up and
which has given me so
much”, Misrasaid.

I Copular People's Daily
VOL-12

THE KaLINGA CHRONICLE

Daily Edition: R.N.1L No: ODIENG/2013/52530

J-'l,lI

r i ]
fll’-ll':ll‘l."llnl

e————eSSS———
|SSUE NO-142 BHUBANESWAR TUESDAY, 09APRIL,2024 I 250

PIL on 'unregulated' sex change surgeries.
SC seeksrepliesof Centre, CARA

NewDelhi,(KCN):APIL
seeking to curb sex-
assignment surgeries on
intersex children before
they attain majority was
taken note by the
Supreme Court on
Monday which sought a
response from the Centre
and others including the
Central Adoption
Resource Authority
(CARA).
Theterm‘intersex’ isused
for people born with
reproductive or sexual
anatomy which does not
fix the boxes of male or
femaleandin somecases,
the surgeons perform
procedures on such
children to make their
bodiesfit thebinary ideas
of ‘mae and ‘female’.

The PIL also sought
framing of a central law
for recognising therights
of intersex children and
persons.

A bench comprising Chief
JusticeD'Y Chandrachud
andjusticesJB Pardiwaa
and Manoj Misra took
note of the submissionsof
the counsel appearing for
the petitioner, Madurai
resident Gopi Shankar M,

that suchintersex persons

are subjected to
unregulated surgeriesthat
put them at risk.

"Issue notice," the bench
said. Thetop court asked
Additional Solicitor
Genera AishwaryaBhati
to assist it during the
hearing of the plea.

The PIL said medical
interventions for such
surgeries are punishable

offences in other
jurisdictions.

ThePIL hasmadeUnion
ministries of Home
Affairs, Socia Jugticeand
Empowerment, Health
and Family Welfare, Law
and Justice, and Women
and Child Development
partiesto the plea.

The Registrar General
and Census
Commissioner of India
andthe CARA havealso
made partiesto the plea.
The plea alleged that
such children face
discrimination since
their birth as there was
no option to register
their birth and death
details on online
government registration
applications.

Coal scam: Delhi HC staysconviction of

to help him contest OdishaAssembly pol

New Delhi/
Bhubaneswar (K CN):
The Delhi High Court
Monday stayed the
conviction of former
union minister Dilip Ray,
who was sentenced to
three-year jail termin a
coal scam case pertaining
to irregularities in the
allocation of aJharkhand
block in 1999, to enable
him to contest the
upcoming Odisha
legislative Assembly
elections.

Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma allowed Ray’s
application in which he
sought a stay on the
conviction and said if the
conviction is not
suspended, it would lead
to an irreversible
conseguencein caseheis
acquitted at a later stage.
“In case the applicant’s
(Ray) prayer is not
allowed, he will lose
chanceto contest election
and an irreversible
consequence and
irreversbledamagetohis
political career and desire
to serve his constituency
will becausedtohim....,”

the court said.

The high court directed
that Ray’s conviction in
thecase shall stand stayed
during the pendency of his
appeal against his
conviction and sentence
by thetrial court.

Ray was sentenced to
threeyearsinjail October
26, 2020 by atrial court
whichhad alsoimposed a
fineof Rs10lakh onhim.
Ray, 71, was Minister of
State (coal) in the
erstwhile Atal Bihari
Vajpayeegovernment. He
saidin hispetitionthat he
wishes to contest the
upcoming Odisha
Assembly elections and
this could be his last
chance to serve the
people.

Ray, who was
represented by senior
advocatesM ukul Rohatgi
and Pramod Kumar
Dubey, saidinthepleathat
by virtue of Section 8(3)
of the Representation of
the People Act, he stands
disqualified from
contesting the upcoming
national or Odisha
Assembly elections or

getting nominated to the
Rajya Sabha which
irreparably and
irreversibly causes grave
prejudice to him,
especially considering his
age.Senior advocate R S
Cheema and lawyer
Tarannum  Cheema,
appearing for the CBI,
had opposed the plea
saying Ray did not merit
asuspension of conviction
in view of the extent of
corruption involved.
Moreover, the matter
arisesfromaclassof coal
block allocation
cases. The probe agency
said in view of the
seriousness of the offence
and the insufficiency of
the sentence awarded to
Ray, the CBI had
preferred an appeal for
enhancement of his

drenIn E

punishment before the
high court which admitted
the appeal in May
2022.Whilegranting Ray
the relief, the court took
into consderation hislong
political career during
which he became a
union minister on
several occasions as
well a minister in the
Odishagovernment.

“Heis 71 years of age
and wishes to contest
elections to be held in
the month of May, 2024
and serve his
constituency and the
country. It is not as if
he has expressed his
desire to do so only for
the purpose of
suspension of his
conviction by contesting
the election for thefirst
time. He hasapolitical

action

Odisna BJP accuses senior | PS off|cer iInCMO worklng for BJD, files complaint

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) Monday urged the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) to take
cognizance of “Odisha
BJP leaders and
candidates misusing the
name of ECI and
threatening state govt
officialswith transfersif
these officials don't
support Odisha BJP in
this 2024 elections.

BJD Genera Secretary,
Sasmit Patra has written
a letter to the Chief
Election Commissioner of
India, Rajiv Kumar to
ensure that Odisha BJP
leaders and candidates
stop such threats for a
free and fair election.
Patra apprised the EC
that “some Odisha BJP
poll candidates and
leaders are blatantly

misusing the name of
Election Commission of
India and threatening
officials of Odisha
Government who are on
election duty with
transfers, through Election
Commission of India, in
case they do not support
the OdishaBJP candidates
inthis2024 election.”

“Recently, 6 IPS and 2
1AS Officers of Odisha
were transferred by the
Election Commission of
India. These Odisha BJP
poll candidates and
leaders are using these
transfers as an example
and calling up the Odisha
officials on election duty,
stating that these transfers
were done by the Election
Commission of India
based on Odisha BJP's
complaints. They further
threaten that if these

officials don’t support
Odisha BJP, then they
would ensure their
transfers as well by
falsely complaining to
the Election
Commission of Indiaas
before.

Thisisnot only agross
violation of the Model
Code of Conduct in
force during this
election, but is also
criminal in nature

relating to threatening of

election duty personnel
and illegally trying to
Influence the election
process, By doing this,
these OdishaBJP leaders
and poll candidates are
not only destroying our
hard-earned democratic
process and the
credentials of our
electoral system. It is
needless to say that free
and fair election process

Ié the fountainhead of
our democracy mandated
by our Constitution.

Such tactics were
employed by OdishaBJP
poll candidates and
leaders during the 2019
Lok Sabha and Vidhan
Sabha elections as well.
It seemsto have become
a pattern for the Odisha
BJPtoillegally indulgein;
and thereby vitiate the
electoral process and

illegally influence the
elections. This is not a
healthy sign for
democracy and the
electoral process.
Besides, they are also
damaging the reputation
of the Election
Commission of India by
misusing rhetoric name
of the constitutional
body,” the letter read.

The BJD general
secretary urged the EC

to take necessary
cognizance of the matter
and ensure that these
Odisha BJP |leaders and
poll candidates stop such
vicious threats to
Government officials of
Odisha on election duty
and that a free, fair,
transparent and healthy
election is ensured in
Odisha; for the greater
good  of Indian
democracy and the
process of free and fair
elections.

In another petition to
Odisha’'s Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO), the BJD
alleged that BJP leaders
were employing
underage children in
election campaigning in
the Jatani assembly
segment of Khurda
district, despite the
adverse weather
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oMaoistsArrested
On Odisha-
Chhattisgarh Border

Malkangiri(KCN): A
team of police
personnel and CRPF
CoBRA jawans
arrested asmany assix
dreaded Maoists from
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma
area, neighbouring
Odisha’'s Malkangiri
district. The security
forces also seized a
huge arms haul
including 19 BGM
bombs and gelatin
sticks.It is believed to
be one of the biggest
caches ever seized
from the Left Wing
Extremistintheregion.

Dilip Ray
S

career running into more
than 35 years.

“As noted above, the
elections are to be held
in the year 2024, he is
71 years of age, and
multiple appeals and
cross-appeal s have been
filed in this case which
will take time to be
heard and are not likely
to be heard and decided
in the nearest future,”
the high court noted.
The court clarified that
this order does not
amount to acquittal but
iS merely suspension of
conviction in peculiar
circumstances of the
case.The high court had
October 27, 2020,
issued notice to the CBI
on Ray’'s appeal
challenging his
conviction and sentence
and suspended histhree-
year jail term.However,
he had then not pressed
the prayer for suspension
of theorder on conviction
in view of the appeal
being listed for final
disposal. The court had
dismissed the application
as not pressed.

Campaign
with CEQ.

conditions. They provided
photo and video evidence
to support their claim and
requested immediate
action.

On the other hand, a
delegation of OdishaBJPR,
led by former president
Samir Mohanty, lodged
complaints of poll code
violations by asenior IPS
officer working in the
Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO). M ohanty
accused the | PS officer of
partisan behaviour, making
cals to I11Cs, SPs, and
political leaders, which he
deemed a violation of
MCC. The BJP
demanded action against
the officer, including the
seizure of his mobile
phone for examination of
cdl details, withtheresults
made  public  for
transparency.
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KIT'T Partners With United Nations to Offer Students
Opportunitiesto Servein UN Agenues

Bhubaneswar, (KCN):
In a landmark event
today, KIIT signed an
MoU with the United
Nations Volunteers
(UNV) programme. This
historic collaboration
paves the way for KII'T
students to engage
directly with the United
Nations, offering them a
platform to serve as
National UN Volunteers
across various UN
agencies. Thisinitiative
marks a significant
milestone, being thefirst
of itskind for a private
university in SouthAsia.
In the presence of Dr
Achyuta Samanta,
Founder, KIIT & KISS;
Mr. Shombi Sharp, the
UN Resident
Coordinator in India,

and Ms. Radhika Kaul
Batra, Chief of Staff at
the UN Resident
Coordinator’s Office
(RCO), the MoU was
exchanged between Mr.
Sushil  Chaudhury,
Country Coordinator,
UN Volunteers, India &
Prof. Saranjit Singh,
Vice Chancellor, KIIT
DU.

Speaking on the
occasion, Mr Sharp
highlighted the
importance of lifelong
learning and praised Dr
Samanta for his vision
and effortsin providing
holistic education to
children in Odisha and
beyond.

Sharp also extended
congratulations to KIIT
on its numerous

accolades, including a
prestigious UNESCO
award, underlining the
global recognition of its
educational model. He
commended theinstitute
for emphasizing
education in the mother

tongue, which plays a remarkable opportunity
in for our students to
preserving culture and engage with various UN

crucial role

enhancing
experiences.
Dr Samanta, in his
address, said This
partnership opens a

learning

|t'srebel vsredd in Odisna’s Berhampur
asBJD, BJP gear up for prestige battle

Berhampur (KCN):
Battle lines are drawn
for the Lok Sabha
eectionsin Odishawith
theruling Biju JanataDal

(BJD) and main
opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
announcing candidates
for almost all the
congtituencies.

While the BJP has
fielded itscandidateson
all the 21 parliamentary
seats in the state, the
BJD hassofar released
the names of 20
nominees for the Lok
Sabhaelections.
Ganjam  district’s
Berhampur Lok Sabha
seat isamong the high-
profile congtituenciesin
the state which will
remain in the focus
during the upcoming
elections. Itisthehome
turf of Chief Minister
and BJD supremo
Naveen Patnaik.

The BJD isleaving no
stoneunturnedtoretain
the seat while an
exuberant BJPisputting
all theeffortstowrest it
fromtheruling party.
Itisabattleof prestige
for both the parties in
Berhampur keepingin
view therivary between
BJP candidate Pradeep
Kumar Panigrahy, once
a top BJD leader in
Ganjam, and theruling
party leadership.

The Berhampur Lok
Sabha constituency
includes Chhatrapur,
Gopal pur, Berhampur,
Digapahandi and Chikiti
Assembly segmentsin
Ganjam district and
Mohana and
Paralakhemundi
Assembly segmentsin
Gajapati district.
Thenumber of votersin

thisconstituency stands
at around 15.67 lakh as
per thelatest estimate.
BothBJPand BJD have
posed their faithin party
hoppers for the
Berhampur
constituency. The BJP
has nominated former
BJD heavyweight and
sitting Gopal pur MLA
Pradeep Kumar
Panigrahy, while the
ruling BJD fielded BJP
rebel Bhrugu Baxipatra
for the seat.
Baxipatra was
nominated just a few
hours after he walked
out of the BJP.
Baxipatrahad fought the
Lok Sabhaelectionsin
2019 from the same seet
onaBJPticket but lost
to BJD’s Chandra
Sekhar Sahu who won
by amargin of 94,844
votes. Sahu had
secured 4,43,843
(44.83 per cent) votes
out of the total 9,
90,087 votes polled.
Once a trusted
lieutenant of the BJD
supremo, Panigrahy
turned afoe after being
expelled fromthe party
over the charges of
anti-people activities.
He had won from the
Gopal pur Assembly
seat onaBJD ticketin
2019.

Political analysts
predict aneck-to-neck
fight in Berhampur this
time as Panigrahy and
Baxipatra will strive
hard to capture the
Sedt.

“Itishardto predict the
winner thistime asthe
political scenariointhe
constituency has
changed. Panigrahy
used to overseeall the
party-related affairs of

BJD in Ganjam district
and his strong support
base in the district is
still intact despite the
allegations of
corruption. Panigrahy’s
hold may give some
advantage to the BJP
apart fromthe party’s
craze among the
electors this time,
especially among
younger voters,” said
Rajiblochan Mishra, a
Berhampur-based
senior journalist.
“Similarly, Baxipatra
has been visiting
various assembly
segments under the
constituency and has
also managed to create
a good support base
during the past couple
of years,” he added.
It will be also
interesting to see how
Panigrahy managesto
gain afoothold in the
Paralakhemundi and
Mohana segments in
Gajapati district where
Baxipatra, as a BJP
candidate, had secured
more votes than his
BJD opponent in
2019, Mishrasaid.
“The current BJD
representative of the
congtituency hasfailed
to address various
concernsof thelocals,
includinginfrastructura
transformation,
unemployment,
inadequate health
services as well as
other economic and
cultural issues. Wewill
fight ontheseissues...
Thereareseveral long-
held demands of
peoplein Berhampur,
such as the
establishment of an
airport in Ganjam and
complete upgradation

of Gopalpur Port,
which are yet to be
fulfilled,” Panigrahy told
IANS.

Similarly, BJD
candidate Baxipatra
exuded confidence in
smooth sailing for the
party in the upcoming
election. “Our main
strength is the
development-related
work carried out by the
BJD inthelast 25 years
and the clean image of
Naveen Patnaik.
Ganjam is his home
district and the peoplein
the district consider
Naveen Patnaik astheir
own leader and BJD as
their own political
party,” hesaid.

“Since losing the last
electionsin 2019, | have
been working for the
constituency and
standing by the people
beyond the party line
during their ups and
downs in all seven
Assembly segments. |
am confident that BJD
will onceagainwinthis
Lok Sabha seat due to
my continuous hard
work and people’slove
for Naveen Patnaik and
theBJD,” Baxipatratold
IANS.

A beleaguered
Congress, which is
fighting abattlewithinto
thwart the exodus of its
leaders, has fallen
behindintheraceasit
has so far declared
candidateson only nine
Lok Sabha
constituencies in the
state.

The Congress has
named Rashmi Ranjan
Patnaik as the party
candidate for the
Berhampur Lok Sabha
condiituency. Hewill try his
luck for thefirgt timein
eectord palitics
Accordingtoexperts very
few voters, only in some
specific pockets of the
urban areas of the
condtituency, know Ranjan
Patnaik and thus his
participation would not
change the election
caculationsmuchinthe
condituency. However, he
may gain some votesin
tribal-dominated Mohana
and Paralakhemundi
Assembly segments in

Gajapat distridt.

agencies to serve as
National University
UNVolunteers who will
be deployed for various
development initiatives
within the UN agencies.
Thisinitiativewill provide
young people with first-
hand experience and
enablethem to contribute
to sustainable
development efforts
alongside UN partners
andlocal communities. It
will also be an
opportunity for them to
gainvauableprofessiona
experience in
international
development, shaping
their future career paths.

| i m——
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As per the MoU,
studentswill havetherare
chance to gain hands-on
experience in
international
development, working
alongside UN partners
and local communities.
The programme is
designed to nurture the
talents and skills of
students, equipping them
with the knowledge and
experience necessary to
flourish in the global
development arena.

This exposure is
invaluable, offering
insghtsinto theworkings
of international
development projectsand

2024-2025

(cchork comvmhaniplychel

sustainabl e devel opment
efforts. It's an
unparalleled opportunity
for students to gain
professional experience
that could shape their
future career pathsinthe

reaAlm of  global
devel opment.
Thedelegation comprised

William Hanlon, Chief of
Field Office UNICEF,;
Abha Mishra, Head of
Office, UNDP Odisha,
Himanshu Bal, Head of
OfficeWFPOdisha. Vice
Chancellor of KISS-DU
Prof Deepak Kumar
Behera also attended the
MoU signing ceremony.
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How to Success 1n Personal | nterview

Vijay GarG
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Aninterview isaformal
conversation between
the employer and
candidate where
questions are asked by
the interviewer to elicit
facts or statements from
the interviewee with an
intention to check the
suitability of the candidate
for aparticular job.

The job interview is a
crucial part of the job
search because it's an
opportunity for the
employer to figure out if
the candidate is the right
person for the job or not.
There is no doubt that
lots of people are realy
scared to face an
interview even if they
possess adequate levels
of qualification and
experience, they still
mess up the interview. A
job interview can be an
excruciating, painful,
stressful and awkward
hour. Or it can be
pleasant, educational,

enlightening and
successful and this will
depend upon your

preparation and abilities.
The experience of that
hour is largely
determined by how you
spend your time before
the interview. If you are
ready for your
preparation thenit will be
a pleasant experience,
however, if you walk in
there without any
homework, then you
know the rest.

Aninterview isyour first
physical impression that
you give in to the
concerned authorities or
the employer taking your
interview. Prepare and
plan that firstimpression
long before you walk in
the door. Continue that
excellent impression in
the days following, and
that job could be yours.
There cannot be a
specific way to prepare
for a job interview and
there is no specific
syllabus for interview
questions. People say
that your overall skillsare
tested and you need not
prepare for it, your
general ability will be
checkedintheinterview,
which iswrong. Though
it is correct that in an
interview your general
ability is checked but
along with that your

knowledge related to the
jobisalsotested and you
do need a thorough
preparation before you
walk infor theinterview.
There is a common
question that comesto the
mind of every candidate
i.e what to prepare for
and how? The answer is
very simple. You know
the post that you have
applied for, check out the
website of the company
to find out the necessary
key skillsthat arerequired
for the post and the kind
of work activity that
company is involved in
and according to the post
you applied for, you can
prepare for theinterview
and face it confidently.
There is also a great
misconception that to
secure a job you need to
manipulate the facts
during an interview,
which is absolutely
wrong. You just need to
speak truth and answer
honestly whatever is
being asked of you,
manipulation may land
you in ajob that you are
incapable of and further
lead to tension and
wastage of time. Hence
prepare well and be true
to yourself.

How to Preparefor the
Interview?

An interview is one of
the very important events
of your professiona life.
These days competition
isincreasing day by day
anditisvery important for
the candidatesto give out
their best to secure ajob
during an interview.
Hence, proper
preparation is only the
way out to secure a job
during the interview. To
make a good impression
at an interview do your
research well, rehearse
properly and relax. If you
have done your best then
Nno one can stop you from
being successful.
Practice ahead of time
with sample questions
and different interview
styles. One of the best
ways to prepare for an
interview isto anticipate
questionstheinterviewer
may ask. Thiswill allow
you to givethoughtful and
organized answersduring
your interview. There
may be different kinds of
question that are being
commonly asked, some of
these may either be
related to your
professional knowledge
whereas few questions
are aimed to check your
genera mental ability.
Do your homework well
and prepare for all those
things that you consider
importantly related to the
post you are applying for.

Learn as much as you
can about the opportunity
and the interviewing
organization. While
preparing for the
interview try to evaluate
your own knowledge,
skills, and abilities and
think about how you
qualify for the
opportunity. It is
important to find out
information about the
organization ahead of
time so that you can
prepare well and come
out with flying colours.
Check out thewebsite of
the company, find out the
requirement for the post
that you have applied and
key skillsrequired. This
information can help you
to giveaclue about what
you should prepare. It is
very important to
practice well before an
interview, as the saying
goes practice makes a
man perfect, and it will
giveyou confidence and
a sense of ease when
you'retruly inthehot seat
at an interview. With a

friend or a career
counsellor, practice
responding with

confidence to typical
interview questionslike:
Your brief introduction
How has your
background influenced
what you are today
Your definition of
success

Reason for leaving your
oldjob

Your worth for the
company

What do you have to
offer to the organization
Your strengths and
weaknesses

About your qualitiesand
achievements

Beready to answer these
typesof questions. These
are a few questions that
are generally asked
during every interview
and preparing these in
advance can give you a
lot of self-confidence
during the interview.
Have your answers
prepared well in advance
that is clear, concise and
truthful. People admire
honesty and frankness,
which they will judge
from your answers.
Don't try to make your
answers to long and
philosophical, keep it
simple and straight. You
need no repeat words
like “I am honest,
hardworking etc.” the
way you answer such
general questions itself
gives an overview of
your actual personality.
Think about challenges
you've faced in the past,
and be prepared to
describe how you dealt
with them and what you

|earned.

10 Useful Tips for
Successful Personal
Interview

Asstated earlier, thereis
no single way of
preparing for an
interview. However,
there are few tips and
tricksthat dowork out in
most of the interviews.
These days a lot of

companies hire
professionasonthebasis
of  their  overall

personalities rather than
just on the basis of
academic grades as was
done a few years back.
The concept ischanging,
these days there is a lot
of competition for good
jobs and obvioudly, this
has led to the employers
getting choosy and
picking up the best
candidates. These days
apart from your grades
and experience there are
alot of other things that
matter in your interview.
Here are a set of 10 tips
that would help you to
overcome your fear of
interview and at the same
time would help you to
give out your best.
Resear ch
Organization

An interview is a big
occasion for anyone and
you should be nervous
about it. All that you have
studied over the years
wouldfinally betested at
thetimeof theinterview.
Aninterview isan event
where you are screened
properly for a job and
your academics, as well
as practical levels, are
tested simultaneously.
However, if you start
with some thorough
research, you start to
build acase in your own
mind about why you
should be sitting in that
interview roomor infront
of a panel. When you
research about the
organization you tend to
get a lot of knowledge
about what the company
is dealing with and what
all can be vyour
responsibilities there
which further helps you

the

in preparing for the
interview. Having some
confidenceisasolidfirst
step to overcoming
nerves.

You can search about the
information of the
company on the internet
and at the sametime, you
can also judge the
probability of the

guestions that would be

asked to you during the
interview, depending
upon the type of
operations that the
organization is carrying
out. The web is such a
wealth of facts, but what
you needtodo, isturnthis
into useful information.
You can look at annual
reports, media releases
and product and service
information. If a career
page has an email
contact with an
employee and invites
contact then do it. Often
companies will use
testimonials that way to
attract new people. Use
sitessuch aslinked in to
research companies.
Resear ch the
Responsibilities of the
Post Applying for

It is very important to
research about the job
that you are applying for
and the responsibilities
associated with that
post. A lot of times
candidate do not have a
clear understanding of
the roles and
responsibilities
associated with the job
and when asked
guestions related to
those, they are blank.
Sincealot of candidates
just see the
advertisement for thejob
and don’t look at the
details. Though alot of
candidates do not search
for the responsibilities
very well but still, even
job advertisements are
partly to blame for this.
They are  often
misleading. The person
writing the advert is
often not the person that
you'll be reporting to.
Things always sound
different on paper

compared to what you
will actually be doingin
therole. Henceitiswise
enough if you check out
for theresponsibilitiesin
advance so that you
could prepare
accordingly.

Once you get an
interview call; do check
out the career column on
the website of the

company. It is really
important to get a real
insight into the role and
the recruitment process.
Dig deeper than the
advertisement. In the
career columnwherethe
job has been advertised,
you can find out very
easily the desired skills
from the candidate as
well as the
responsibilities for the
job. Make a list of all
these, search on net and
books thoroughly and
gather useful information
and be prepared to rock

theinterview.
Get References and
Letters of

Recommendation
These days a lot of
MNCs need in
reference numbers for
reference as well as
feedback about the
candidates. Once you
clear in your interview
than before giving you
joining letter companies
do want to be sure that
you are the right
candidate for their
organization. Think of
threeto four professional
associates (i.e., co-
workers, former bosses)
whoyou believewill give
you a good
recommendation. Do
inform them about thisin
advance and ask their
permission to use them
as references. If they
say yes, get their correct
title, work address and
work phone number. You
could also ask them to
takethetimeto write out
a general letter of
recommendation for
future use.

Identify your Key
Skills and
Accomplishments

During an interview
there is a very common
question that is asked
very often “What are
your skills?’ or “tell us
about your few
accomplishments”.
Hence it is very
important to beready for
the answer. Make a list
and be ready to describe
your personal and
professional strengths,
your transferable skills
and your relevant
accomplishments. Make
sureyou don't sound like
you are Dboasting
anything. With your
research, identify
qualities that the
company values. Come
up with a few personal
anecdotes that illustrate

your possession of those
qudlities.
Smartly Crafted
Resume

A resume isadocument
that gives the reader an
insight into your
academics and
professional life and a
good resume is very
important these days.
Prepare a well-crafted
resume that gives
complete information
about you, your
academic details,
professional details as
well as your
achievements. Your
resume reflects your
personality. Be surethat
you mention even
slightest achievement
and quality that can be
related to your roleinthe
company.

Practice

Practice makes a man
perfect and it is very
important to practice
well the interview
questions that you
expect during the
interview. M ost
organizations now use
behavioural questions
which mean they will be
expecting you to provide
specific examples of
where you have
demonstrated the skill
they are seeking. Be
prepared with such
guestions and do not
hesitate while you
answer and maintain a
natural flow while you
speak. Don't act as if
you have crammedit like
an answer from a
textbook. Be natural,
take proper pauses and
maintain regular eye-
contact and wear a
smile.

Be Yourself

Do not lie about your
personality or your
abilities. One day or the
other this will come to
notice of everyone. Soin
order to save yourself
from humiliation, it is

advised to be yourself,
rather than pretending
something or
mani pul ating facts about
you. You will be doing
yourself no favours if
you try and suppress
your personality, or
pretend to be something
that you aren't.
Formal Clothing
Check head to toe what
you're going to be
wearing, these days
companies are really
serious and observant
about small things and
casual wear is
considered highly non-
professional these days.
Don’'t even think about
wearing a casual for an
interview. Wear proper
formal clothing and
impress them well with
your personality at first
glance. Also, gather all
the things you'll be
bringing totheinterview:
an extra copy of your
resume, references, a
portfolio, apad of paper,
a pen.
Keep Relaxed
A lot of people mess
their interview either
because of stress or
anxiety. It is very
important to approach
your interview in a cool
and calm manner. While
you think thismay bethe
perfect job for you, it
may be that it's not.
There are other jobs out
there. If you keep thisin
mind then you’ll remove
some pressure from
yourself that thisisyour
only chance to perform.
If you think the
interview isgoing badly,
relax and use it as
practice for the next
one. You never know you
could even recover if
you take this approach.
Hence, be cool and leave
the rest to your abilities
and luck.
Ask Questions
In the end, a lot of
professional
interviewers give a
chancefor the candidate
to clear their doubts if
any. Thisisthe time for
you to clear your doubts
if any. It gives a good
impression when you ask
about your
responsibilities and a
few other things related
to your job, this shows
your seriousness
towardsthe job and your
interest as well. It is
advised that don’t ask
silly questionsjust for the
sake of asking. Ask only
if you have some serious
qguery, un-necessary
talking is always a
negativesign.
Retired Principal
Educational
columnist malout ,
Punjab

Amyloidosisis
the general term used to
refer to theextracellular
tissue deposition of

highly ordered fibrils
composed of low
mol ecul ar weight
subunits of a variety of
proteins, many of which,
in their native form,
circulate as normal
constituents of plasma.
The cause of AL
amyloidosisis usualy a
plasmacell dyscrasia, an
acquired abnormality of
the plasma cell in the
bone marrow with

production of an
abnormal light chain
protein.

Amyloidosis is
when an abnormal
protein called amyloid
builds up in your tissues
and organs. When it
does, it affects their
shape and how they
work. Amyloidosis is a
serious health problem
that can lead to life-
threatening organ failure.

AMmMyloidos s

Prof. Dr. Jyotiranjan Champatiray

Having abnormal levels
means that the AL
amyloidosisis at a later
stage: Stage 1 — Both
biomarkersare at normal
levels. Stage 2
Proteinuriaishigher than
the normal cutoff, or
eGFR is lower than the
normal cutoff. Stage3—
Both biomarkers are at
abnormal levels.

A biopsy that
showsamyloid depositsis

the best confirmation of
amyloidosis. The
physician usualy takes
the tissue sample from
abdominal fat or rectum.
Sometimes, the tissue
comes from damaged
organs such as the liver,
heart, kidney or
intestines. However, the
most common types are
AL,AA,ATTR (amyloid
transport protein
transthyretin), and
dialysis-related
amyloidosis (beta2M
type). Reducing salt
intake can slow disease
progressionif theheart or

kidneys are affected. No
diet plan or supplements
prevent or treat
amyloidosis. Most people
diagnosed with AL
amyloidosis, the most
common type, are
between ages 60 and 70,
although earlier onset
ocCCurs.

There's no cure
for amyloidosis. But
treatment can help
manage signs and
symptoms and limit
further production of
amyloid protein. If the
amyloidosis has been
triggered by another

condition, such as
rheumatoid arthritis or
tuberculosis, treating the
underlying condition can
be helpful. Advanced
diagnosis and treatment
of Mayo Clinic transplant
centersareleadersin the
use of blood stem cell
transplants to treat
amyloidosis. Mayo Clinic
specialists are also
researching new waysto

diagnose and treat
amyloidosis.
A new

medication, tafamidis,
was approved in 2018 as
the first truly disease-

modifying treatment for
ATTR cardiac
amyloidosis, and more
medications have been
approved for the
neuropathy that often
results from this
disease. “All of these
advancements,”
Vaishnav says, “haveled
to alot of excitementin
thefield.”
HOD & Professor, Deptt.
of Paediatric,
Fakirmohan Medical
College & Hospital,
Balasore, Mob. :
9437124074, E-mail :

djydrajandenperay/l23agrelam
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The economic reforms
initiated in 1991 have
ushered in a paradigm
shiftinindiasagriculturd
landscape. Thedecline
in public investment,
reduction of farm
subsidies, andincreased
exposure to market
forces have left the
agriculture sector
vulnerable. This
vulnerability isreflected
in rising production
costs, heightened
dependence on private
resources like
groundwater, increased
risks, and a
consequential declinein
the profitability of
agriculture. Thedistress
inthe sector hasledtoa
crisisthat has persisted
for over two decades,
withfarmersresortingto
distress migration to
urban centers without
adequate socia security
provisons.

Inthe past two decades,
a concerning surge in
farmers suicides, rura-
to-urban  distress
migration, and
unemployment have
unfolded, primarily
gemmingfromthefalure
of monsoons affecting
rain-fed agriculture. The
indifferent state
machinery has
exacerbated thisinto a

full-fledged agrarian
crigs, with about 42% of
India's land area
grappling with drought.
The  impact IS
widespread, affecting
millionsof peopleacross
numerous states.

The agrarian crisis is
multifaceted, withfactors
like demographic
pressure, low land-to-
men ratio, uncertain
monsoons, poverty
among farmers,
inadequate
infrastructure, and globd
competition contributing
to the deterioration of
agricultural income.
Despite land reforms
aimed at providing
access to land for the
rural poor, the cycle of
indebtedness emerges
because of easy access
to credit for expensive
agricultural inputs.
Globalization further
compounds the issue
through policies like
trade liberalization,
reduction in price
supports, and the
promotion of expensive
technologies, adversely
affecting small and poor
farmers, leading to
increased landl essness,
land concentration, and
rurd-urbanmigration.
The National Crime
Records Bureau
(NCRB) reports a
disturbing 18%increase
in suicides among
agricultural laborersin
2020, with Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, and
Chhattisgarh accounting

for thehighest numbers.
The report indicates a
total of 10,677 suicides
in the farming sector,
comprisng bothfarmers
and agricultura |aborers,
further emphasizingthe
severity of thecrissltis
apparent from our
discussionthat , farmer
suicidesinIndiapersist
as a distressing issue,
exacerbated by factors
like debt, crop failure,
and mental health
chdlenges.

In 2021, the situation
worsened, with 5,563
agricultural laborers
taking their own lives,
marking a9% increase
fromthepreviousyear.
Maharashtra,
Karnataka, and Andhra
Pradesh continued to
lead in the number of
suicides Thisdatadigns
with the changing
dynamicsinagriculture,
wheremorefarmersare
transitioning into
laborers, relying on
wages rather than
traditional farming
activities.

Despite government
interventions, the
dtuationremansgrave,
highlighting the urgent
need for comprehensive
support systems and
sustainableagricultura
policiesto addressthis
crisis effectively.
Notwithstanding the
overdl growthinlIndias
agricultural sector, the
benefitshavenot trickled
down significantly to
agricultural laborers.
The rising suicides
underscore the urgent

policy interventions.
Recommendations
includerevitalizing the
credit market,
implementing credit
insurance schemes to
mitigate risk exposure,
and linking crop
insurancewithyieldrisk
on a village-specific
leve.

The formal credit
structure should be
reinvigorated based on
therecommendations of
the Vaidyanathan
committeereport, aming
to make cooperative
credit societies more
accountable, reduce
interest rates, and bring
them under Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
regulation. Moreover,
the implementation of
Kissan Credit Cardsfor
working capital
purposes can prevent
loandiversonandensure
strict supervision.
Recognizing the supply-
side constraints in the
rurd financid market, the
formation of an
information bureau is

N Y
suggested. Thisbureau
would aid formal
ingtitutionsin ng
an individual's
creditworthiness,
addressing issues
currently exploited by
moneylenderswho use
influential villagersto
gather information and
recover loans.

To mitigate the root
cause of the problem —
exposure to risk —
insurance schemes,
including credit and crop
insurance, are
proposed. These
measures can create a
buffer against yield and
price shocks, offeringa
safety net for farmers.
Furthermore, aholistic
approach involving
water management,
sustainable farming
practices, non-farm
employment, and
infrastructural
developmentiscrucia
for long-termagricultura
growth.

Even though the link
between farmers'
suicides and impact of
cheap and subsidized
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imports has not been
adequately researched,
certain evidence does
exist pointing to
decliningimport prices
leading to depressionin
domestic prices and
eroding the income of
farmers. Viewed from
the above perspectives,
somerecommendations
can be made to
ameliorate the critical
Situation and rescuethe
farm households from
the catastrophe.

Inresolving theexisting
challenges in rural
financial markets, the
establishment of an
information bureau
emerges as a pivotal
solution. Whilethereisa
growing demand for
credit, the supply side
faces impediments.
Moneylenderscurrently
rely on informal
networksand influential
individudswithinvillages
to assess
creditworthiness and
facilitateloanrecovery.
A formal information
bureau would empower
institutionsto gaugean

individual's
creditworthiness

. systematically,

diminishingthereliance

on such informal
channds.

&= Thepenetraionof formd

institutionslike micro-
credit organizationsinto
rural markets through
Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) is a positive
trend. Encouragingthese
institutions to further
engagewithfarmerswill
enhancetheir presence
and accessibility.
Additionally, Non-
Governmental
Organizations (NGOs)
that have experiencein
supporting SHGs can
play a crucial role in
acting as pressure
groups to regulate
private moneylenders.
Thiscollaborativeeffort
can foster a more
transparent and
accountable financial
ecosysteminrural aress.
Professor Srijit Mishras
proposal for a risk
mitigation fund is a
forward-looking
strategy. This fund,
fueled by contributions
fromthegovernmentand
drawing fromthe Rural
Infrastructure
Development Fund
(RIDF), can finance
various insurance
schemes such as crop,
credit, andincome. This
approach not only
safeguardsfarmersfrom
unforeseenriskshut dso
promotes sustainable
agricultural practices.

Recognizing agricultures
enduring dominancein
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the Indian economy, a
comprehensivestrategy
for broad-based
agricultural growth is
imperative. Policy
initiativesencompassing
water management,
judicious use of
fertilizers, intercropping,
integrated pest
management, organic
farming, and agro-based
non-farm employment
canggnificantly augment
farmers’  income.
Moreover, investingin
diversified va ue-added
activitiesand sustainable
devel opment of natural
resources, along with
infrastructural
enhancements, will
collectively contributeto
the resilience of the
agricultural sector and
alleviate the distress
leading to farmers'
suicides. In essence, a
holistic approach is
essential to ensure the
long-term prosperity of
rural communities
dependent on
agriculture.Thus, policy
interventions
encompassing credit
revitaization, insurance
schemes, and a
comprehensive
agricultural growth
strategy areimperative
toaleviatethedistress
faced by farmers,
ensuring a sustainable
and prosperous future
for Indian agriculture.
Former
Professor of Economics,
Gokhalelngtituteof
Politicsand Economics,
Pune, currently at
Berhampur, Odisha

Altikaaf

oy
In the serene
ambiance of the last
ten days of Ramadan,
Muslims worldwide
i mmer s e
themselves in an
ancient and deeply
spiritual practice
known as Aitikaaf.
This period of
seclusion and
intense devotion
offers a unique

opportunity for
believers to
strengthen their

faith, seek divine
forgiveness, and
reconnect with their
Creator away from
the distractions of
daily life.

"The one who
secludes himself

for worship in the
mosque during
Ramadan with

A Sacred

sincere faith and
hope for a reward
from Allah, all of
his previous sins
will beforgiven.”
Sahih Bukhari
Origins and
Significance of
Aitikaaf

Aitikaaf is highly
recommended,
during the last ten
days of Ramadan,
which are
considered the most
blessed and
spiritually charged
days of the month.
The Prophet
Muhammad (peace
be upon him) used
to observe Aitikaaf
every year during
the last ten days of
Ramadan, and it is
recommended for
Muslims to follow
beloved Prophet's
Sunnah (way of

life).
Aitikaaf, rooted in
the Islamic

tradition, finds its
significancein both
the Quran and

Journey Towards Spiritua

Hadith. It isatime-
honored spiritual
retreat aimed at
fostering a closer
relationship with
Allah through
dedicated worship,
contemplation, and
the recitation of the
Quran. Thispractice
exemplifies the
profound
commitment to faith
and the pursuit of
spiritual purity.
The Essence of
Aitikaaf
Atitscore, Aitikaaf
Is more than just
physical seclusion;
itisajourney of the

heart and soul
towards divine
presence. By

withdrawing from
the chaos of worldly
engagements,
believersembark on
aspiritual voyageto
purify their hearts,
reflect on their
lives, and seek the
mercy and blessings
of Allah. It is an
opportunity  to

Aubaid Akhoon

transcend earthly
desires and attain a
state of peace and
contentment.
Enhanced
Spiritual
Connection
Aitikaaf servesas a
conduit for
deepening one's
connection with
Allah. In the
tranquility of the
mosque, away from
worldly
distractions,
worshippers can
engage in sincere
supplication,
meditate on the
meanings of the
Quran, and perform
additional prayers.
This uninterrupted
devotion allows for
aprofound spiritual
awakening and
reinvigoration of
faith.

A Means of Divine
Forgiveness

One of the most
cherished outcomes
of Aitikaaf is the
opportunity for

forgiveness. The
Hadiths promise
immense rewards
for those who
dedicate these days
to worship with
pure intentions,
highlighting that
even previous sins
can be forgiven.
This prospect of
spiritual cleansing

and renewal
underscores the
mercy and

compassion of Allah

towards His
servants.
The Social and

Community
Aspect of Aitikaaf
While Aitikaaf is a
personal journey, it
also reinforces the
sense of community
and brotherhood
among Muslims.
Observing Aitikaaf
together in a
mosque creates a
powerful sense of
unity and shared
purpose, as all
participants are
bound by their

Refinement

common goal of
seeking Allah’s
favor. It is a
reminder of the
Ummah's collective
spiritual aspirations
and the strength
found in unity.
Updated
Guidelines and
Considerations

In observing
Aitikaaf, it is
essential to
approach with

sincerity and adhere
to its traditional
practices while
remaining open to
contemporary
interpretations that
respect the essence
of this spiritual
retreat. Participants
should ensure that
their seclusion does
not hinder their
responsibilities
towards their
families and
communities. It's
crucial tomaintain a
balance, ensuring
that the spirit of
Aitikaaf is upheld

and Divir

without causing
undue hardship.
Conclusion: A
Journey of
Spiritual Renewal
Aitikaaf remains a
profound spiritual
practice that offers
Muslims a pathway
to divine closeness,
introspection, and
spiritual growth. It
isatestament to the
timeless nature of
Islamic worship
practices and their
relevancein guiding
the faithful towards
moral and spiritual
excellence. As we
observeAitikaaf, let
us embrace the
opportunity  to
renew our faith,
purify our hearts,
and contribute
positively to our
communities,
holding firm to the
rope of Allah.

By embracing the
spirit and practice
of Aitikaaf, we not
only follow in the
footsteps of the

e (Grace

Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him)
but also partake in a
transformative
experience that
elevates our
spirituality and brings
us closer to
achievinginner peace
and divinefavor.
Author isafervent
educational
columnist,
motivational
speaker,and a
keen observer of
Idamic traditions,
continues to
inspire with his
insights into
| lamic teachings.
AstheAssociate
Editor of
"Education Quill’
and theEDP Head
at SKIE Classesin
Khanyar, hiswork
spanseducational
advancementsand
spiritual
enlightenment.

Follow his journey
on Instagram at
UBI9305 for more
inspirational content.
pkhoon.aubaid@gmail.com
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Thai Food Festival in Odisha"to celebrate 'Even If It Is Mixed With Sugar...” PM
Songkran: tracitional Thal & Oclia New Yer

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):The Royal Thai
Consulate-General in
Kolkata will organize
"Thai Food Festival in
Odisha’

to celebrate Songkran --
traditional Thai New
Year during 12 -21 April
2024 at Mayfair Lagoon,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha
The Festival will be
inaugurated on Friday
12th April 2024 by Ms.
Siriporn Tanti panyathep,
new Consul-General of
Thailand in Kolkata
followed by exquisite
Thai cultural
performancesand a Thal
food reception.

The Festival amstobring
Thai and Indian peoples
closer to each other
through culinary cultures.
Thai and Indian cuisines

Songkran

I3 - 15 -flpril 2029

share many similarities
such astheart of making
curry pastes, and use of
spices and coconut milk.
Thai cuisine has health

benefitssimilar to India's
concept of Ayurveda.
Thai dishestell the story
of history and culture
of Thai people.

Songkran - Traditional
Thai New Year, will be
celebrated during 13-
15 April 2024 . In
Odisha, Pana
Sankranti traditional
OdiaNew Year will be
celebrated during
same period. Recently
, Songkran Festival in
Thailand has been
inscribed as an
"Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity"
by the UNESCO in
2023 During Songkran,
bathing of Buddha
statue and pouring
water are significant
acts  symbolizing
cleansing, reverence
and good fortune. Thai
people visit their
families, pay respectsto
elders, and enjoy feasting
to celebrate Songkran.

Exposure Visit of Mission Vatsalya
beneficiariesto Govt. ITI & BIT, Puri

l *!"T

€1 &l
L i -
L N
it T

A

e

b

PURI,(KCN):As like
as every year, with
support of Government
ITI & Biju Patnaik
Institute if Technology,
Puri the District Child
Protection Unit
conducted an exposure
visit of 60 Children Need
of Care & Protection of
different  childcare
institutions, Ashirbad and
sponsorship beneficiaries
with their parents under

Mission Vatsalya
scheme. The participants
were belonging to HSC
exam appeared, +2
students and other
interested children. All
children visited to the
institution on 8th April
2024 to acquire
knowledge and aware
onfacilitiesfor technical
study, it's future
prospects, requirement
for the CNCPs for

rehabilitation and social
mainstreaming.
Lecturers and faculties

of the institution
deliberated about
different workshop
technical trades &

activities to the children
and courses available.
Mr. Bibhuti Bhusan Naik,
Principal- BIT, Mr.
Arabindo Ghose,
Principal Government
ITI, Puri, Lecturer

namely Mr.Sanatan
Sahoo, Mr. Satyajeet
Das, Ms. Madhusmita
Sahoo, Mr Bikas
Chandra Jena and
others were present and
encouraged the children.

Mr.  Subhanarayan
Satapathy POIC
coordinated the
programme. The
personnels from
different CCls along
with  PONIC Ms
Snigdharani Sahoo, Ms.
Rojalini Patra,
Counselor, Mr

Harekrushna Sahoo,
Accountant of DCPU
extended all possible
cooperation to make the
exposure successful.
The DCPO Mr. Manoj
Kumar Tripathy said that
such kind of career
counseling programme
organized by DCPU
since last 5yrs ams to
provide inclusive
technical education for
the CNCPs and to make
them self-independent.

Modi's 'Karela J|beAt Cong

Chandrapur (KCN):
PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi on Monday
compared the Congress
to a bitter gourd, whose
taste he said will never
changeevenifitisfried
in ghee or mixed with
sugar, and asserted the
grand old party was the
source of all problemsin
the country.

He declared the ensuing
Lok Sabha elections
were a fight between
Sability andingtability and
accused the opposition of
seeking power only to
indulgein corruption.
Addressing hisfirstrally
in Maharashtra for the
2024 elections, PM Modi
targeted the Congress
and blamed it for all
problems faced by the
country."The Congressis
the sourceof all problems
in the country. Who was
responsible for the
Partition of the country
on the Dbasis of
religion...Kashmir
(issue), Naxalism? Who
opposed Ram temple
construction and
questioned the existence
of Lord Ram. Who

declined the Ram temple
(inauguration) invite?' he
asked the gathering at
Chandrapur, theonly Lok
Sabha seat won by the
Congressin 2019.

The 138-year-old party
has lost peopl€'s support
due to its deeds and its
recently rel eased
manifesto hastheimprint
of the pro-Partition
Muslim League, he
maintained.

"The Congress is out of
power for 10 years and
we have been been able
to resolve all problems
faced by the country.
Naxal menace has come
down drastically. The
Congress was soft on
terrorism for vote-bank
politics. Even its
manifesto hastheMuslim

League |mpr|nt " PM
Modi charged.

The BJP-led NDA
government worked for
development while the
opposition "INDI'
alliance wants power
only to indulge in
corruption, healleged.
PM Modi said his
government has worked
for the upliftment of the
poor in thelast 10 years.
The PM compared the
Congressto bitter gourd
(karela), saying that even
if it is mixed with sugar
or fried in ghee, itstaste
will never change.

He said wood from
Chandrapur was used for
the construction of the
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya
and the new Parliament
buildingin Delhi.

Ex-Union Minister Birender Singh
QuitsBJP, ToJoin CongressToday

NewDehi,(K CN): Former
Union minister Birender
Singhon Monday said he
has quit the BJP and will
join the Congress, the
move coming amost a
month after his son
Brijendra Singh joined
the grand old party.
HiswifePrem LataSingh
-- a former BJP MLA
from Haryana-- a so quit
the party.

"I haveresigned fromthe
primary membership of
the BJP and sent my
resignation to party chief
JP Nadda. My wife,
Prem Lata, who was an
MLA from 2014-2019,
has also quit the party.
Tomorrow (Tuesday), we

Globalisation weakened education In
public sector: Prof Haragopal

Hanumakonda, April 8
(KCN): “Weakening
public sector education
and universities have
begun to happen with the
advent of globalization
and WTO entangling
developing countries,”
said Prof G Haragopal.
Participatingin aone-day
symposium on 'Status
and strengthening of
higher education in
Telangana organized by
the Kakatiya University
Retired Teachers’
Association (KURTA) at
Senate Hall on the
Kakatiya University
campus on Monday, Prof
Haragopal saidthat it was
theresult of anideologica
shift and education turned
into amarket good. “ The
yesteryear ideology of
soci ety providing
education to individuals
and individuals in turn
serving thesociety istobe
reestablished and the
conscious community of
teachersshould work hard
in this direction,” he
added. Prof. Haragopal
wel comed the promise of
allocation of 15% of the
budget expenditure to

education by the
Congress Party in its
Manifesto. He expressed
hope that Professor
Kodandaram would be
able to convince the
government to strengthen
universities. Presiding
over the Symposium,
President of KURTA
Professor A.
Sadanandam introduced
the theme of the
symposium. Herequested
the resource persons
Professor G.Haragopal,
Retd from Hyderabad
Central  University,
Professor Kodandaram,
and Chairman, TSCHE
Professor R.Limbadri to
make an assessment  of
the current statusof higher
educationin universities
and discussthe measures
required to bring it back

on track and push
forward as the
Association had been
proposing to prepare a
document to submit tothe
government. Earlier, Prof.
K. Venkatanarayana
introduced the guestsand
spoke briefly on the
destruction of higher
education in universities
because of the autocratic
misrule of the previous
government. Speakingon
the occasion, Chairman of
Telangana State Council
of Higher Education
(TSCHE) Prof. Limbadri
presented afew statistics
gender-wise, caste wise
and urbanrural variations
in Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) and pointed out
that Telangana fared
better at 41% than India
average at 27%. He

revealed the central
funding to  State
universities in terms of
grants, projects and
scholarships and
fellowships was totally
stopped. Vice Chancellor
of Kakatiya University
Prof. Thatikonda Ramesh
said that the norms set by
NAAC and facilities
provided to attain them
were far apart. The
budget allocation to
universities was meagre
and not sufficient evento
pay saaries. Participating
in the symposium,
Professor Kodanadaram
pointed out that therewas
astrong desire on part of
thestudentsto study, learn
and settle in a career but
the universities were not
in a position to provide
them with the resources

required. “ It isbecause of
unbridled growth of
private  educational
institutions and
weakening of universities
which started during the
late 80s and early
nineties,” he commented.
He urged the new
government to take into
congderationtheopinions
of teachers, consider
them seriously and take
steps to strengthen
universities by more
budget allocation and
filling up the teaching
vacancies. Former
Chairman of TSCHE
Prof. T. Papireddy urged
that higher education was
to betuned up to meet the
employment needs of the
educated youth. Around
200 delegates from
different universities,
government colleges and
teachers unions attended.
General Secretary,
KURTA  Prof. V.
Ravinder, Vice President
Prof. M .Erragattu
Swamy, Treasurer Prof.
G. Veeranna, and Prof. K.
Sudhakar aso pokeonthe
occasion. Later, KURTA
felicitated the speskers.
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will join the Congress,"
Birender Singh (78), a
prominent political figure
in Haryana, told reporters
in Delhi.After quitting the
BJP, Birender Singh aso
met Congress leader
Bhupinder Sngh Hoodain
Dehi.

Birender Singhjoinedthe
BJP nearly 10 years ago

after an over four-decade
stint with the Congress.
After his son joined the
Congress on March 10,
therewas speculation that
Birender Singh would
follow suit.

Birender SinghwasUnion
steel minister in the first
government led by Prime
Minister NarendraModi.
He also held charge as
minister of  rural
devel opment, Panchayati
Raj, and drinking water
and sanitation.During the
agitation against the now-
repealed farm laws,
Birender Singh had
extended his support to
the farmers.

|CC expands
Into Canada
toboogt India -
Canadatrade

Kolkata(PARTHA
ROY):Indian Chamber
of Commerce( ICC) has
appointed a
representativein Canada
to boost India- Canada
traderelationship.

Mr. Rahim Allani, an
International Capital
Markets Expert, was

appointed to the role of
Chief Representative of
ICC in Canada.

Mr. Allani is expected to
engage with private
corporations, government
agencies and industry
organizations to boost
trade and investment
between India and
Canada.

Canadaisthe 17thlargest
foreign investor in India
with a cumulative
investment of $3.67
Billion between 2020-
2023.

Shri Mr. Ameya Prabhu,
President of ICC,
congratulated Mr. Rahim

Allani on his new
appointment.
Mr. Rahim Allani

thanked I1CC leadership
for his appointment and
expressed optimism  to
work together to promote
India Canada trade
relationship to new
heights.

Over 600 companies
from Canada currently
operating in India and
over 1,000 Indian
companies currently
operating in Canada.

Prashant Kishor On Why A New
Party Would Flourish In Blhar

NEWDELHI(KCN):

Political strategist
Prashant Kishor --
marching through Bihar
at the head of his 'Jan
Suragj Yatra' -- has said
thestateisripefor anew
political formation after
35 years of rule by
ideologically similar
Rashtriya Janata Dal of
Lalu Yadav and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar's
Janata Dal United.
"Maximum anti-
incumbency" isat play in
the state and there is
enough space for a new
party to flourish, he has
told news agency Press
Trust of India.

Mr Kishor's march is
expected to end with the
announcement about the
formation of a political
party before the
assembly polls in the
latter half of thenext year.
Once the party takes
shape, it will contest
every eection, Mr Kishor
said.

At least 75 people
belonging to the
Extremely Backward
Classes category will be
fielded by a single
platform supported by his
"Jan Suraa" in the
assembly polls, he has

also said.Over theyears,
Bihar, one of the Hindi
heartland states, has
withessed multi-cornered
contests, with BJP,
Congress, Lok Janshakti
Party and other smaller
groups in the fray apart
from the RJD and the
JD(U).Asked if there
was space enough for
another party, Mr Kishor
responded firmly in the
affirmative.

"Almost similar
formations built around
Lalu and Nitish have
been there for 35 years.
They have similar
ideologiesmoreor less,"
he said, listing the
perennia social justice,
socidismand"junglerg"
issues that are toted at
every election.
"Anti-incumbency is
maximum there. There
has been no fundamental

changeinthese 35 years.
Accordingtome, thereis
space," added the
political strategist, who
for atime, had joined Mr
Kumar's party and rose
to become akey member
before quitting over
differences of opinion
with the Chief Minister.

Hismarch, meant to flag
key issues to people and
get their feedback, has
received immense
response, said the leader,
who had directed the
BJP's campaign in 2014
and subsequently saw
Trinamool Congress,
Nitish  Kumar and
Jaganmohan Reddy's
Y SR Congress come or
return to power.

He had even crafted the
CongresscampaigninPunjeb
thet brought the Amarinder
Singh government to power
in2017.
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Acute drlnklng water crisis hits Keonjhar

Keonjhar (KCN): The
drinking water supply to
this town has suffered
severedisruptionfor the
last coupleof days. This
has happened as the
pipelines supplying
water suffered damages
whileatrenchwasbeing
dug up, sources
informed Sunday.

More than 50,000
people living in Ward
Nosnine, 10,11, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17 and 18
under Keonjhargarh
Municipality havebeen
severely hit. With no
signs of the heat
decreasing, the acute
drinking water crisshas
made the lives of the

W | d ‘ |
Bhubaneswar(KCN): It
seems PCCF Wildlife
Susanta Nanda is
restless. This is because
the Veteran |FS Officer
is spending sleepless
nightsto nab thewildlife
criminas.

Thanks to the dogged
pursuit of Chief Wildlife
Warden to ensure safe
forest for wildlifeanimals
in Odisha, the State
Wildlife Organization
officials have busted an
inter-state  wildlife
smuggling racket in

peoplelivingintheabove
mentioned  wards
miserable. Sourcessaid
that aprivate agency is

involvedindiggingupa i

trench for congtruction of
slurry pipelines. The
pipelinesarebeinglaid
adjacent to NH-20 and
will run through the
Sadar and Ghatagaon

blocksinthisdigrict. The |

mindlessdigging of the
trenchhasalsoledtothe
destruction of forest
cover onlargetracts of
land posing serious
threatstowildlife. This
development  has
sparked resentment and
anger among the
residents. Locasblamed

Gajapati district and
arrested 7 persons of the
gang.

The wildlife wing of the
Forest Department has
been keeping a close
watch on the gang and
was ableto nab its seven
members. The Forest
officials are eying to
arrest some other
members of the gang, a
senior forest official said.
Informing about the
crackdown on wildlife
criminals, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests

thehasty implementation
of work for the acute
water crisis. They
dlegedthat thepipdines
have suffered damages
duetothedigging of the
trench in a haphazard
manner. They alleged

(PCCF) Wildlife,
SusantaNandasaid, “In
amgjor breakthrough, 5
leopard skins, 1 fishing
cat skin & 1 leopard cat
skinwith huge quantities
of pangolin scales have
been seized.”

Seven criminals have
been taken to custody
while process is on to
nab the kingpin & bust
the inter-State gang, he
said

The accused have been
forwarded to court in
Gagjapati Digtrict. Further

that the construction
agency isflouting norms
as the Public Health
Engineering department
(PHED) is taking no
stepsagainst it. Former
Keonjhar MLA Subarna
Naik alleged that

e CriminalsArrested

investigation to establish
forward and backward
linkages is on. The
kingpin & all the
poachers involved will
be soon apprehended,
the PCCF informed.

He thanked all of his
staff who worked 24x7
to crack down the gang.
Notably, after some
wildlife poachersopened
fire on forest staff in
KuldihaWildlife Range,
the PCCFtook it serioudy
and arrested all poachers
in the forest area.

Debrigarh sanctuary registersrecord
revenuecollection

Sambalpur (KCN): The
Debrigarh sanctuary
under the Hirakud
divisoninthisdistrict has
not only played a
remarkable role in
wildlife and forest
conservation but also
created a record in
revenue collection
through ecotourism,
sources in the Know of
Thingssaid Sunday. The
sanctuary earned Rs 3.45
crore as revenue in FY
2023-24. 1t has turned
into amajor tourist hub,
apart from wildlife and
forest conservation. This
was stated here by
divisional forest officer
(DFO) Anshu Pragyan
Das of Hirakud Wildlife
Division. With the
sanctuary becoming a
tourist hub and earning
record revenues, locals
have also benefitted.
They are now earning
their livelihood from the
sanctuary throughout the
year, the DFO said. In
FY 2023-24 more than
70,000 foreign and

domestic tourists visited
the sanctuary, a huge
jump from the 30,000
registeredin FY 2022-23.
As a result, revenues
have gone up to Rs 3.45
crore in comparison to
the Rs 2.5 crore in FY
2022-23, informed Das.
Officials said that in FY
2023- 24, more than 50
per cent of tourists were
from Odisha itself. The
sanctuary hasalso gained
popularity among people
of neighbouring state of
West Bengal . Twenty per
cent of the tourists were
from West Bengal and

were from other states
of Indiaand a so abroad,
officials added. The
sanctuary offersfacilities
including safari, cruise,
trekking, hiking, kayaking
and bird-watching. The
revenue collection has
reached arecord high due
to the hard work and
commitment of 87 local
familieswho haveplayed
a vital role in the
management of the
sanctuary, stated an
official.According to the
DFO, community
participation of these

theremaining 30 per cent

familieshelped tourists as

they guided visitors
through the forests. It is
because of their efforts
tourists had the chanceto
see animals like bison,
deer, sambar, bear, wild
boars, langurs, leopards
and several varieties of
birds. Authorities at the
sanctuary have also
declared 48 ‘safe’ places
for tourists. The sanctuary
spread over a large tract
of land has also been
declared plastic-free and
environment-friendly
from April 1, 2024, Das
informed.

Templetheft gang busted; 7 arrested
"*"»’IT »

Balasore(KCN): Police
here have arrested a
seven-member gang
involved in thefts at
various temples in
Balasore and
Mayurbhanj districtsand
seized items worth Rs 6
lakh ~ from  their
possession, SP Sagarika
Nath said in a press
conference Sunday.
According to sources,
thefts from various
templesinthisdistrict had
become a headache for
thedistrict police. Many
cases were registered in
this regard at various
police stations and

outpostsinthedistrict.

On the direction of
Balasore SP, a team
headed by Sadar SDPO
succeeded in arresting
the accused. All the
members of the gang are
from Mayurbhanj district,
the SP said. She said,
“Four thieves were
arrested from Chandipur

areaApril 5, after taking
them on remand, three
more names of the gang
memberswere disclosed
by the accused during
interrogation.” Thegang
was stealing silver
ornaments including
brass idols from many
temples in Mayurbhanj
and Balasore districts.

Among them, four
thieves were stealing
ornaments from temples
and the other three were
trying to sell them. The
cyber team and the
district police department
had been monitoring them
foralongtimeandfinally
managed to catch them.
All the accused have
been forwarded to court.
Out of the 19 templetheft
cases, 80 per cent of the
items have been
recovered. The
investigation isgoing on
for the remaining six
temple theft cases, the
SP said.

despite damage to the
water pipelines the
administration is not
showing any urgency
or taking action to
reduce the pain of the
people. He added that
this proves that the

(Special discount for new admission before 13.03.2023

district administration
hastacit understanding
with the construction
agency.

Sources added that for
the construction of any
pipeline, prior
permission has to be
taken from the PHED.
Narad Rath, general
manager WATCO said
‘the pipes got ruptured
due to the reckless
attitude of the agency.
“However, efforts are
being made to
normalise supply of
drinking water to the
affected wards,” Rath
informed. He assured
that proper water
supply will berestored

by Monday. Residents
have demanded strict
action against the
construction company
and to stop them from
continuing with the
work. They said earlier
also there were
allegations against the
same company for
allegedly laying pipes
on routes frequented
by animals. Even
though pitsweredug up
andthepipeswerelaid,
the soil wasnot levelled

properly.
As a result, the pits
have become

dangerousfor animals
whenthey move. There
isalwaysthe chance of
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animals suffering
injuriesif they fall into
the pits, locals pointed
out. Local residents
also added that the
digging up of land and
laying of the pipelines
are being done in a
rough and shoddy
manner. They pointed
out that alargenumber of
treeshavebeenfeledin
the Naranpur and Atel
protected forest ranges.
People have expressed
resentment over the
development as the
interests of the agency
andtheminingfirmhave
been given preference
over the protection of
wildife
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Balasore Scnoo

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The Indian National
Trust for Art and Culture
Heritage (INTACH),
Odisha Chapter, held
the Finals of the State
level inter-school quiz
competition on 15th
Oct 2023 at the
Blossoms School,
Bhubaneswar.

The INTACH
National Heritage
Quiz is the biggest
event of itstype held
on apan-Indialevel.
Itisan effort to raise
awareness and
cultivate affection for
cultural and
architectural heritage.
The Quiz was based
on the heritage and
culture of India, and
aimed to increase
awareness about our
glorious nation among

school children.
Studentsfrom classes
7th to 10th were
eligibleto participate
in teams of two.

In an exciting show-
case of knowledge
and heritage, the
State Final Round
saw the emergence of
St. Thomas Convent,
Balasore asthevictor,
securing their place in
the next round which
iIsthe National Level
Quiz. The questions
asked during the quiz
comprised from
various topics like
India’s heritage,
history, crafts, art
forms, architecture,
wildlife sanctuaries,
National parks,
cultural heritage, art-
forms, dances etc.
with a special focus

on Odisha's legacy
and famous
personalities.
Altogether it was a
passionate approach
which was put
forward asalearning
experience for the
students. Quizmaster
Bivash Rath Attreya
conducted the quiz.
Four teams from
different districts
participated in the
final round. The
teams were from the
St. Thomas Convent,
Balasore; Odisha
Adarsh Vidyayala,
Baripada; Odisha
Adarsh Vidyayala,
Balangir and
Blossoms School,
Bhubaneswar.
The team
Aryashree
Adhikari

of
Das
and

CM Naveen Launches32Industrial Projects
Worth Rs6,993 Cr, To Gener ate 24,508 Jobs

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Inasignificant milestone
in the journey of
Odisha’s economic
advancement, Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
today inaugurated nine
industrial projects and
performed a ground-
breaking ceremony of 23
industrial units.These
Inaugurations &
Groundbreaking are
statements of the Chief
Minister’'s vision for
faster conversion of
investment intents to
grounding.

These projects with a
total investment of Rs
6,992.94 Crore and
employment potential of
24,508 are spread over

14 didtrictsi.e., Bolangir,
Boudh, Cuttack,
Ganjam, Jajpur,
Jagatsinghpur,
Jharsuguda, Keonjhar,
Khurda, Puri, Rayagada,
Sambal pur, Subarnapur
& Sundergarh.

Speaking on this
occasion, the Chief
Minister said, “Our
industrial portfolio is
expanding with the
inclusion of new ageand
employment-intensive
sectors such as green
energy  equipment
manufacturing, textiles,
tourism, etc. The
continuousimprovement
in the Ease of Doing
Business ranking of the
state, coupled with a

business-friendly
environment, world-class
industrial infrastructure,
and highly sought-after
skill development
initiatives, has been
instrumental in attracting
investments to Odisha.
Highlighting the fact that
the 32 projects are spread
across 14 districts, the
Chief Minister expressed
his pleasure in the broad-
basing of industrialization
inthestate. Theceremony
was held through Video
conferencing in the
presence of the Minister
Industries, MSME &
Energy, senior government
officials and
representatives of these
Industries.

DalmiaBharat CeleoratesEmpowerment of 18000
women on International Day of Rural Women

Bhubaneshwar,(KCN):
Dalmia Bharat Group,
India’'s leading
conglomerate  with
businessesin cement and
sugar, announces the
successful
empowerment of 18000
women on International
Day of Rural Women.
Through the
establishment of Self-
Help Groups (SHGs),
these women are
provided essential skill
training and access to
vital resources for
sustainable livelihood
development. In
collaborationwith various
organisationslikeNRLM,
NABARD, etc. Damia
Bharat organizesvarious
training initiatives like
micro-enterprise
development, handicraft
production and othersin
both farming and non-
farming sectors. All
these activities are
conducted in
communities settled
around their regions of
operation across 12
states in India. These
initiatives aim to upskill
rural women to empower
them, diversify their
income sources and
provide access to formal
credit systems. Two
notable initiatives in
Odisha include Project
Hastakala — upskilling
women artisans and
enterprise development
viamushroom cultivation
in communities
surroundingitsfacilitiesin

Cuttack, Rajgangpur, and
Lanjiberna  Mines.
Dalmia Bharat has
enabled over 10,000
women in Odisha to
become financially
independent earning a
monthly income ranging
from Rs.4000 to Rs8000,
significantly improving
their individud well-being
and the ability to support
their families.

Commenting on the
company’sinitiativeson
International Day of
Rural Women Mr. Ashok
K. Gupta, CEO, Damia
Bharat Foundation said,
“Rural  women in
developing countriesplay
a vital role in food
security and economic
development but face
severe marginalization,
including limited land
ownership, higher
illiteracy rates and
unequal earnings
compared to men.
Dalmia Bharat is
dedicated to uplifting
marginalized  rural
women through holistic
programs that bolster
their income while
managing household
responsibilities. Our
commitment aligns with
UN Sustainable Goals,
promoting self-reliance
and gender equality for an
inclusive and sustainable
India, where empowered
women drive community
and national
development.”

Project Hastakala is an
‘earning with joy’ skill

development programme
where women are
trained in the unique tie
& dye batik products.
Thisproject isconducted
in tribal areas of
Jhagarpur & Katang
panchayat in Odisha.
After witnessing
immense success at
national exhibitions,
Dalmia Bharat
introduced the SADRI.e
brand for promoting the
handmade batik products
like bedsheets,
handkerchievs, scarves
etc. through multiple
marketing platforms.
Another  successful
initiative  includes
enterprise development
through  mushroom
cultivation. Dalmia
Bharat actively facilitates
training programs and
market linkage support
for SHG women,
equipping them to earn
an additional monthly
income of Rs. 5000 by
establishing their own
cultivation units.

International Day of
Rural Women, observed
annually on 15th October,
celebratesthevital roleof
rural women in
agriculture, food security,
and rural development. It
highlights the need to
empower them, address
inequalities, and aligns
with global goals for
gender equality and
sustainable development.

triumpns as Sate Championsin Intach’sNational Heritage Quiz.
A

Dibyajoti Das from
St. Thomas Convenor
Balasore werethefirst
and the team from
OdishaAdarshVidayda
were runners up. They
will gotoNew Delhi for
the National Finals to
beheldin November.

Anil Dhir, Convener of
I NTACH"' s
Bhubaneswar Chapter,
said that the Heritage
Quiz was a part of
INTACH'sinitiativefor
heritage awareness
among School children.
AmiyaBhushen Tripathy
IPS (Retd), State
Convener of Intach gave
away the prizes and
certificates to the

participants.

Eastern Command of Indianrmy& Red FM Celebrate

Vijay DiwasWith The Guts& Glory - Salute 71

Bhubaneswar : 93.5 RED
FM, India's leading
private radio and
entertainment network
is thrilled to announce
its partnership with the
Eastern Command of
the Indian Army to
commemorate Vijay
Diwas with a grand
celebration titled " Guts
and Glory - Salute 71."
This event aims to pay
tribute to the historic
victory of the 1971 war
and honor the brave
soldiers who made it
possible. As part of this
unique initiative, Red
FM will captivate its
audience on-air with
narrations of intriguing

war stories that depict
the valiant efforts of
the Indian armed
forces during the 1971
war. Listeners will
have the opportunity to
learn about the heroic
deeds of our soldiers,
their unwavering spirit,
and the sacrifices they
made to ensure our
nation's victory. Red
FM will also collate all
stories as episodes
under a podcast, which
will be available on
various audio
streaming platforms.

Reflecting on the
announcement,
Lieutenant General
Rana Pratap Kalita,

Airtel Xstream Fiber unlocks
its NEW All-in-One plans

Bhubaneswar: To serve the needs of premium
households who want the next generational
connectivity and entertainment experience, Bharti
Airtel (*Airtel”), India’s premier communications
solutions provider, has once again raised the bar in
the home broadband segment with the launch of three
new all-in-one plans built for the evolving
entertainment needs of today’s connected homes.
Vir Inder Nath, CEO — Homes, Bharti Airtel had
this to say: “Our new plans are built for India's
emerging entertainment needs. Through these bundle
offersweplanto offer our discerning customersgreat
value, convenience and unlock amulti-faceted digital

experience.”

Increased broadband consumption in Indian homes
has given rise to the phenomena of hybrid viewing,
wherefamiliesarelooking to consume OTT content
on the TV screen along with linear TV without the
hasd e of managing multiple subscriptionsand devices.
Airtel’s plans are the first of their kind in terms of
catering to the evolving entertainment needs of the
whole family and come with: Subscription to 17
premium OTTsto gowith unlimited data. Thisincludes
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney+ Hotstar and Airtel
Xstream Premium ((SonyL v, Lionsgate, Hoichoi and
11 more OTTs). 350+ TV channels covering the best
of linear TV. Airtel 4K Xstream TV Box* that allows
youtoenjoy OTT and linear TV content withasingle

device and single remote.

said “| am delighted to
know that Red FM has
taken the initiative to
narrate stories of
valour and courage of
our soldierswho fought
inthe 1971 war. In our
vision to salute the
bravery of the heroes,
we are delighted to
present to you Guts &
Glory - Salute 71, as
part of this year Vijay
Diwas Celebration. We
are hopeful to present
adeeper insight into the
triumphant moment of
Indian history."

Speaking on the
announcement, Nisha
Narayanan, Director &
COO, RED FM, and

Magic FM, said,“Onthe
occasion of Vijay
Diwas, we are elated to
be joining hands with
the Eastern Command
of the Indian Army to
honor the lives of the
1971 war veterans. Our
army men live through
times that are
unimaginableto us. The
sacrifice of our
veterans is truly
unfathomable but as a
brand, we are looking
forward to
commending the valor
of the keepers of our
nation. The Guts &
Glory - Salute 71
initiative will also
recognize the unsung

heroes who walk
amongst us as common
citizens. We are
hopeful that these
stories will enrich us
with empathy and
esteem for the gallant
troops who made the
ultimate sacrifice for
our freedom.”

The initiative will be
rolled out in 12 East-
Indian stations namely,
Kolkata, Bhubaneswar,
Asansol, Sliguri, Agartda,
Patna, Muzzafarpur,
Jamshedpur, Guwahati,
Shillong, Aizwal, and
Gangtok. Tune in to 935
RED FM toligen to these
dories.

EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCESAWAIT
SINGAPOREAIRLINESCUSTOMERS

Singapore: Airlines
(SIA) today unveiled its
all-new flagship
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges at
Singapore Changi Airport
Terminal 3,following a
S$50 millionre-design,
upgrade, and expansion
project. This willfurther
enhance the on-ground
customer experience at
theAirling smain hub,and
comes as the demand for
international air travel
from and through
Singaporetakes off once
again.

The Private Room,
theFirst Classsection of
the SilverKris Lounge,
the Business Class
section of the SilverKris
Lounge, and the
KrisFlyer Gold Lounge
can collectively
accommodate around
1,150 customers within

their 6,100 square-
metres, translating
to30% more seats and
space. Thisaso doubles
the capacity that was
available during the
pandemicwhile the
upgradingworks were
going on. TheAirlinehas
createda sanctuarythat
has been
thoughtfullydesigned to
enhance the comfort and
convenience of diverse
groups of travellers, and
meet their evolving needs
in the coming
years.Customers will be
ableto enjoy world-class
productsand services, as
well as enticingfood and
beverage options, around
the clock at the lounges
beforetheir flight.

Mr Goh Choon Phong,
Chief Executive Officer,
SingaporeAirlines, said:
“Extensive customer

engagement and
research havegone into
the design of the new
SilverKrisand KrisFlyer
Gold lounges.
Customerswill enjoy
thoughtfully
curatedproduct offerings
andexperience  the
sighatureSingapore
Airlines hospitality,
allwithina comfortable
and restful environment,
ensuring that they are
refreshed and ready for
their journey.

“Openingthesel ounges
at this time signals our
commitment to SIA’s
premium brand and
growth strategy. It
reinforcesour positionas
Changi Airport’s anchor
airline, and reflects our
confidence in
Singapore’sfuture as a
pre-eminent global air
hub.”

WHEC recognizesAmritaVishwaVidyapeetham
asexcellenceworldwidein Gender Equality

Barcelona: Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham
was invited to the
UNESCO World Higher
Education Conference
(WHEC), which recently
took place in Barcelona,
Spain. UNESCO
recognized Amritaasone
of five universities of
excellenceworldwidefor
itsperformancein gender
equdlity.

The WHEC aims to
reshape ideas and
practices in higher

education to ensure
sustainable devel opment
for the planet and
humanity, as well as to
define and prepare a
roadmap for a new era
of higher education.

As the world comes out
of COVID-19, the
WHEC’s goals and
strategic scope remain,
and the new timeframe
representsan opportunity
to deepen and expand
common efforts of
knowledge production,

policy dialogue,
exchange, and
networking.

S w a m i
Amritaswarupananda
Puri, President of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
participated in a round
table called
“Universities’
Contribution to Gender
Equality: A global
perspective’. Adding to
his views Swami
Amritaswarupananda
expressed how Amritais

making a difference in
terms of gender equality
and which policies have
been put into place at the
university level. Gender
equality isnumber fivein
theUnited Nations' list of
17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs).He explained
how the culture of gender
equality is not
implemented only in
terms of policies within
Amrita, but also
practiced in spirit.

Theround tableincluded
Dr. Gloria Bonder,
UNESCO Chair on
Women, Science and
Technology; Dr. Ricardo

Vilanueva Lomeli,
Rector General,
University of
Guadalajara; Ms.

Elizabeth Shepherd,
L eader of the
Consultancy team, Times
Higher Education; and
Dr. Victoria Galan-
Muros, Chief of
Research and Analysis,
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NewDelhi: This IPL
has been a lot about
Mayank Yadav hogging
the headlines with his
fiery speeds and
menacing hard lengths.
But in the game against
Guijarat Titans, not only
was heunusual ly brought
on in the powerplay but
also ended up conceding
a few boundaries while
barely bowling over 140
clicks. Hewalked off the
field with a side strain
and ended up bowlingjust
the one over.

The stage was then
set for a new hero and
Yash Thakur wasted little
time in grabbing the
opportunity. The 25-
year-old registered his
maiden five-wicket haul
inthel PL todicethrough
the Titans batting line-up.

Thakur may not be
scary intermsof hispace
but his ability to mix up
lengths and pace is

When Romario Shepherd b

NewDelhi:Among the
30,000 crowd at the
Wankhede on Sunday
afternoon was Geoffrey
Boycott, sitting forlornin
a corporate box.
Connoisseur that he is,
who has always batted
with a straight bat, one
would have expected him
not to immensely enjoy
the T20 format, the IPL
and its power hitting.
"Who said," he quipped.
"l enjoy it as much as
anyone. When | started
holding the bat for the
first time, | played 20-
over cricket. That wasin
the 50s, 70 years ago."

Boycott enjoyed the
batting of Romario
Shepherd too, the
Guyanese batter who
redefined the meaning of
power in cricket on
Sunday. If one were to
take the names of Chris
Gayle, Andre Russell,
Kieron Pollard and
Shimron  Hetmyer,
Shepherd would beright
up there in that power-
hitters list. Literally, he
thumped them all with a
strike rate of 390, the

impressive. He is
probably the support cast
in this bowling attack
with Mayank being the
enforcer but the
Vidarbha pacer didn't
appear to be bothered at
being the understated
resource.

"Once Mayank went,
Rahul sir told methat this
could be my day and that
| could win the game for
the side. He told me to
back myself and told me
to back the controllables
instead of worrying
about what | can't
control," said Thakur at
the post-match press
conference.

"Very few can bowl
at the speeds that he
(Mayank) does, it is a
God-given gift. | know
my limitations and my
strengths. | just back my
strengths.

"My focus this
season isto have clarity

highest inthe IPL by any
batters who has faced
more than 10 deliveries.
"Well, you know, avery
fantastic  (feeling).
Because, all the guys'
namesthat you'recalling
are legends of the IPL.
So to get my name up
there with them, you
know, isagood feeling,"
Shepherd said.

His unbeaten 39 off 10
balls (three fours and
four sixes) wastoo much
for Delhi Capitalsdespite
avaliant effort from their

inmy plans. I'vetried to
keep things simple
instead of thinking too
many things at a time.
I'vetried to only focuson
the things that | can
control."

Since their entry in
the 2022 season, LSG
have been known for
their knack of defending
totals, even when the
scores aren't very high.
Likewasthe caseinthis
fixture. KL Rahul'smen
had gotten to 163, which
seemed about 10-15 runs
short of a winning total
on what was a sporting
surface at the Ekana
Cricket Stadium. When
Titans got off to aflying
start in the PowerPlay,
the pressure was solely
on the Super Giants
whose fightback started
when Thakur castled
Shubman Gill off the
final baII of the sixth
over. started a

batters, in particular
Tristan Stubbs (71 not out
off 25 deliveries) and
Prithvi Shaw (66 off 40).
Shepherd's unfettered
assault of Anrich Nortje
can easily be the
cricketing version of
plunder - 4, 6, 6, 6, 4 and
6. It was the final over
of the match and the 32
runs from those six
deliveries provided the
Mumbai Indianstotal the
extra edge. It may have
also providedthethrust to
the campaign, off track

dramatic collapse from
which the visitors could
never recover.

"Wefelt that the pitch
was on the slower side

ew away DC in six bal

since the start of the
league, for season as
well. Tearaway Nortje
went for 65 in his four
overs.

"Therewas no technique
but those were very
powerful shots. All thisis
dueto the bats. They are
like baseball hits and
home runs. Mr Bradman
(Donald) used to play
with two pound and four
ouncebats. All hislifehe
hit only six sixes. Hewas
agenius. Today the bats
weigh three pounds. It's
like the era of wooden
racquet and modern
racquets (they are made
of materidslikegraphite,
carbon fiber, or withamix
of al these materials),”
Boycott said providing a
perspective on
Shepherd's smashes.

So forceful were
Shepherd'sshotsthat one
of them - hit over square
leg boundary -- appeared
destined for the adjacent
Arabian Sea. A couple
straight-hit foursbeat the
racing fielders at the
long-off and long-on
boundaries. There was
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Yasn Thakur se|zesh|soppor Unity with both hands

and possibly getting
slower through the
game. We discussed our
plans and the idea was
tostick toit evenif runs

one flat-batted hit over
cover and another was a
quasi helicopter shot that
fetched six. It was all
muscle and Nortje and
Delhi seemed to have
lost the plot in that over.
The 32-run over ensured
that 96 runs were
smashed off thelast five
overs. It was full blown
carnage and in the end,
the 32-run final over
made the difference
between the sides as
Mumbai Indianswon the
contest by 29 runs.

"We were looking
towards that one over,
we know he's very
powerful and has the
ability to clear
boundaries," said Ishan
Kishan after the match.
"He has been working
hard (even though he
was not playing), aways
gave 100 per cent at the
nets." Hisunbeaten sixth
wicket partnership with
Tim David pushed the M|
total to near
insurmountable 234 for 5,
the highest total in the
IPL without a half-
century from a batter.

were being scored off it.
We were getting
success from our
variations and his
(Rahul) advice was to
persist with it," Thakur
said.

The start to the
season for Thakur
wasn'tideal ashe got on
the receiving end of a
bustling partnership
between Sanju Samson
and Riyan Parag in
Jaipur. Therewas also a
certain level of rustiness
in hisbowling for which
he paid the price
through an expensive
spell. Consequently, he
missed the next game
against Punjab Kings
which marked Mayank's
debut, but has since been
part of the X1 inthe next
two games. If the game
against RCB in
Bengaluru saw Thakur
gaining in confidence, he
was at his best in

Lucknow against the
Titans.

Lucknow  Super
Giants pool of domestic
pacersis the envy of all
the other teams in the
IPL. If it was Mohsin
Khan and Avesh Khan
last year, timeisripefor
Mayank Yadav and Yash
Thakur to rule the roost
this season. Not to
forget that they have
Yudhvir Singh Charak
(who wasa so unleashed
last year), Arshad Khan
and Arshin Kulkarni in
the squad.

Given the ensemble
of domestic fast bowlers
in the squad, Thakur
knows  that the
competition isrife for a
spot in the playing XI.
Given that Mohsin isn't
far off from full
recovery, the jostling is
set to get to another level.
However, Thakur
appeared relaxed and

easy going in his
response when asked
about the possibility of
being in and out of the
side even with
performances like these.
"When the
tournament started, |
played the first game.
What the captain and
coach feelsregarding the
best possible combination
iswhat itis. They'd know
what isbest for theteam.
Soit doesn't matter if I'm
playing or someone else
isinmy place. Eventually,
theteam must win games
and the tournament. So
themost suitable XI must
play.
"l don't take the
pressure of expectations
as aconcern. Rather I'm
happy when people
outside or my team
expects me to win
games. | enjoy this
responsibility of winning
games for the team."

Absolutely nodifference: Vijay Shankar
compareanI and Pandya scaptaincy syles

NewDelhi:GT aII-
rounder Vijay Shankar
compared Shubman Gill’s
captaincy style with
former skipper Hardik
Pandya, saying there's
absolutely no difference.
Gujarat were handed
their third loss of the
season, asL SG best them
by 33 runs at the Ekana
Stadium in Lucknow.
Last year’sfinalists have
started the 2024 season of
the Indian Premier
League with two wins
andthreelossesfromtheir
opening fivematchesand
find themselves placed
seventhinthepointstable.
Meanwhile, LSG moved
uptothird placefollowing

thelrW| ninLucknow.
Speaking at the post-
match press conference,
Shankar said there’s
absolutely nodifferencein

Gill and Pandya's
captaincy styles, insisting
that GT have to put in
collectiveperformancesin
IPL 2024. Gujarat have
defeated MI and SRH
this season, while
succumbing to losses
against CSK, PBKS and
now LSG. In fact, this
was the first time in the
history of the IPL that
L SG beat GT, having lost
al of their previous four
encounters.

“Absolutely no
difference. The only

differenceisif we'd won
today's game or the last
game, thingswould have
looked different.
Otherwise, we batted
well in the last matches
and bowled well in this
match. It's just a
collective thing, we can
bring up both the things
together in one game,
that's when we'll start
winning. That'swhat we
missed in the last two
games,” said Shankar.
IPL 2024 Full Coverage
| IPL 2024 Points Table
and Standings| 2024 | PL
Full Schedule

He went on to say that
the team has to show
character and players
haveto put their handsup
in difficult situations.
Shankar scored 17 runs
off 17 balls before being
dismissed by 'Player of
the Match' Yash Thakur
as GT were bowled put
for 130 runs in the
second innings, falling 33
runs short of the target.

Kenjige, Monank and Gousstar asnew eraushersinAmerican cricket

NewDelhi:USA
drubbed Canada by 6
wickets in the opening
encounter of the five-
match series. The game
marked five T20I debuts
for USA as the likes of
Andries Gous, Harmeet
Singh, Milind Kumar and
Shadley Van Schalkwyk
featured for thefirst time
inaUSA set up. Also to
debut in a T201 was the
player of the match,
Nosthush Kenjige, with
an incisive spell of 3-21
in his 4 overs. A veteran
of 40 ODIs (substantial
count for an Associate
cricketer) and coming
fresh off hisstint with the
MI Emirates, Kenjige
continues to create an
impact with every outing
in the format.

USA looked in
command of the
proceedings from the

time they put Canadain
to bat after winning the
toss, sussing out the
home conditions quicker
asKenjige and company
restricted Canadato 132.
USA rode on captain
Monank Patel and
Andries Gous's breezy
half centuries to canter
home with 15 balls to
spare. Monank and his
opening partner Steven
Taylor blazed away with
47 runsin the powerplay
compared to Canada's
paltry score of 30, which
had Canadaplaying catch
up cricket in both the
innings.

Saurabh Netravalkar
stung the Canadians
early, sending back a
dangerouslooking Aaron
Johnson with amistimed
pull after the latter
showed initial signs of
aggression. Srimantha

Wijeyeratne tried to
break the shackles
against Kenjige with a
crisply struck sweep that
carried straight into the
hands of deep squareleg.
Canada were dealt a
body blow with the
dismissal of Navneet
Dhaliwal owing to an
ugly mix up with Pargat
Singh.

Pargat and Harsh
Thaker tried to steady
the Canadian ship for a
brief time. Former Punjab
batsman Pargat kept the
engine lights on with a
flurry of boundaries
against Harmeet and
Jasdeep Singh. Van
Schalkwyk nicked off
Thaker after the pair
added 31 for the 4th
wicket thanks to an
acrobatic catch from
Monank. Kenjige had
Canada tottering at 77

for 6 after foxing Pargat
into stepping outside his
crease and cleaning up
Dilpreet Bajwa within a
matter of minutes.
Canada captain Saad
Bin Zafar threw some
caution to thewindswith

a 29-run cameo off 16
balls to steer the total to
some respectability.
Zafar took toll of Jasdeep
Singh by carving one to
the point boundary and
belting another to the
midwicket fence off

successive deliveries.
Zafar had Netravalkar
under the cosh, smoking
a six and four before
being trapped in front off
a full delivery. Zafar's
dismissal at 113 in the
18th over meant Canada
could only crawl to 132
without much impetus at
the end.

Monank Patel took
little time to get going.
Fresh off his hundred in
the T20 Nationa splayed
on the same ground, he
looked in ominoustouch
yet again. Making his
intentionsclear inthefirst
over, he lofted Rishiv
Joshi down the ground
and clipped him off his
pads to the mid wicket
boundary off the next
ball. He charged fast
bowler Uday Singh to
deposit him over long off,
inwhat was arguably the

shot of the match. At the
other end Taylor, not
known to play within
himself, whacked Thaker
over deep squareleg. He
later punished Dillon
Heyliger for spraying
onto hispads, dispatching
one to the mid wicket
boundary and had the one
soaring over the same
fence.

Taylor fell to the
offspin of Nicholas
Kirton right after the
powerplay, trying to
deflect alegsidedelivery
off one hand that carried
to short fineleg. Monank
kept peppering the cover
boundary with some
delectable  strokes
through the areaas Gous
got his eye in. Gous
drilled one down the
ground off Kirton to get
hisjuicesflowing. Hegot
stuck into Thaker,

pummeling two sixesand
afour inthe 12th over to
virtually sed thegamefor
USA. In the next over,
Monank made room and
bludgeoned a square cut
towards the point
boundary off Heyliger to
reach his maiden T20I
half century off 30
deliveries. Gousbrought
up hishalf century off 34
deliveries with a swipe
over fine leg. He oozed
class with his shot
making and daredevilry
whichisquiterefreshing
coming off aUSA player
in the middle stages of a
T20innings. USA further
lost Monank, Gous and
Aaron Jonesbut with the
target within striking
distance.

USA play Canada
again on Tuesday 4th
April for an afternoon
bout.
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