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India Successtully Tests Air-Launched Bhubaneswar Sizzles At 41.8°C By 2:30 PM;

Medium Range Ballistic Missle

New Delhi(KCN):
Indiaon Tuesday carried
out asuccessful test firing
of a new version of a
medium-range ballistic
missile.

Naveen Patnaik rootsfor ‘doubleconch’ againgt BJP's

Thedefence ministry said
theuser launch has proven
the operational capability
of the missile with new
technologies.

The test firing was

conducted under the
aegis of the strategic
forces command.

" A successful launch of
the new variant of a
medium-range ballistic
missile was carried out
under the aegis of the
Strategic Forces
Command onApril 23,"
theministry said.

"The user launch has
proven the operational
capability of the
Command and vdidated
new technologies," it
saidinabrief statement.
It is learnt that the
missile is not from the
'Agnit  family of
weapons systems.

‘doubleenginég call in Odisha’samultaneouspalls

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Odisha Chief Minister
and BJD supremo
Naveen Patnaik Tuesday
urged people to vote for
‘double conch’ in the
simultaneous Lok
Sabhaand Assembly
electionsinthe state.
Theterm was coined
to take on the BJP's
call for forming
‘double  engine’
government at the
Centre and the state,
a source said.

In a video released
by the BJD, Patnaik is
seen holding two conch
symbols, theparty’slogo,
on both hands, appealing
peopletovotefor ‘double
conch’ while exercising
their franchise.

“This time, vote for
double conch, one for
MLA and one for MP”
Patnaik said.
Simultaneous L ok Sabha
and Assembly elections
will beheld in Odishain

four phases from May 13
to June 1.

Patnaik is set to hit the
campaigntrail for thepolls
from hishometurf Hinjili
in Ganjam district

Wednesday.

Thistime, he will contest
from two Assembly
constituencies — Hinjili,
which he represents, and
Kantabanji in western
Odisha.

Patnaik has been
representing Hinjili seat
since 2000. He has been
elected from the seat five
timesinarow. If heretains
power, heisset to become
the longest-serving chief

minister in the country.
Women were seen
performing puja in
various temples of
Hinjili, wishing Patnaik a
grand success in the
polls.

The BJD
president’s
campaign trail will
begin a day before
Union Home
Minister  Amit
Shah’s proposed
rally at Sonepur in
Bolangir Lok Sabha
seat.

Patnaik is also
scheduled to campaign
for BJD candidates in
Rayagada district April
25.

Four Lok Sabhaseatsin
Odisha — Kalahandi,
Nabarangpur,
Berhampur and Koraput
— and the Assembly
segments under their
jurisdictionswill go for
polisMay 13.

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Severe heatwave
conditions prevailed in
several districts of the
state Tuesday and
Bhubaneswar turned into
a boiling cauldron as the
day temperature soared to
41.8°C by 2:30 pm, the
regional Met centre here
said.

Due to prevailing mainly
Northwesterly/Westerly
dry air and high solar
insolation day
temperatures are very
likely to be 40°C or above
at many places over the
districtsof interior Odisha

and likely to be above
normal by 3to 5°C over
somedistrictsof Odisha
during next 2 days, the
IMD said in a special
bulletin.

Heatwave To Sweep Odisna ||| Ap il 21

However, Due to the
likely interaction of the
middle tropospheric
westerly trough with
lower-level moist air
from the Bay of Bengal,

Meteorological
conditionswill become
favourable for
moderate thunderstorm
activity with lightning
and Isolated rainfall
over the districts of
Odisha within the next
2 days, the IMD added.
There will be no large
change in Maximum
temperature  (Day
Temperature) during
the next 24 hours at
many places over the
districts of Odisha and
a slight fall by 2-3°C
thereafter the IMD

General Elections 2024 BJPr eleases40 member dar campalgner ||stt Odisha

Bhubaneswar,(KCN): The
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) released alist of 40
star campaigners for
Odisha on Tuesday.

The star campaignerswill
take part in election
campaigning for the 2024
Lok Sabha and the
Legislative Assembly
elections in Odisha. The
list was issued by BJP's
National General
Secretary Arun Singh.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah, BJP
National President JP
Nadda, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, UP CM
Yogi Adityanath, Assam
CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma, MP CM Mohan
Yadav, UnionMinister Nitin
Gadkari, party’s Nationd
Vice President Baijayant
Panda, and UnionMinister
Bhupinder Yadav among
other prominent leaders
wereindudedinthelis.
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ArvindKgriwal,K
Kavithatostayinjail
asDelhi court extends
custody by 14 days

3

New Delhi(KCN): A
Delhi court Tuesday
extended the judicial
custody of Chief Minister
Arvind Kgriwa and BRS
leader K Kavitha in a
money laundering case
related to the alleged
excise scam till May 7.
Specid judgefor CBI and
ED matters Kaveri
Baweja extended their
custody after they were
produced beforethe court
through video conference
on the expiry of their
remand.

The judge also extended
the judicial custody of
Kavitha, a Telangana
MLC and daughter of
former chief minister K
Chandrashekar Rao, till
May 7 in the related
corruption case being
probed by the CBI.

SC suspends sentence of Congress MLA
Mohammed M oquim in corruption case

New Delhi/
Cuttack(KCN): The
Supreme Court Tuesday
suspended the sentence of
Congress MLA
Mohammed Moguimina
corruption case.

A bench of Justice Surya
Kant and Justice Dipankar
Dattaissued notice to the
Odishagovernment onthe
appeal filed by the
Cuttack-Barabati MLA

challenging the Orissa
High Court’sdecision.
“lssue notice. Having
heard the senior counsel
for the partiesand taking
into consideration all the
attending circumstances,
the sentence of the
petitioner is ordered to
be suspended,” the
bench said.

The high court April 10
dismissed the appeal of

Moquim who challenged
the order of a vigilance
court that sentenced him

KM Demands Prosecttion of the PM Modi for his Speech

Chandigarh (JAG
MOHAN THAKEN),
April 23: Stating the
speech of the Prime
Minister Narender Modi
at Rajasthan rally in
Banswara as highly
poisonous hate speech
against a particular
community and violation
of the respective laws
for national unity,
SamyuktaKisan Morcha
(SKM) has demanded
prosecution of PM Modi
and imposing a ban on
him for six years from
contesting el ection.

In a press release, SKM
Media Cell stated, “He
(Modi) must beremoved
from the post of Prime
Minister withimmediate
effect otherwise the
country will face a
constitutional crisis of a
law breaker holding one
of the highest
constitutional posts. The
provocative speech of
Narendra Modi is aimed
at contaminating the
socia sphereand causing
blood shed among
communities hence the
Supreme Court has to
take suo moto cognizance
and intervene.”

SKM alleged that the
highly provocative speech
of the Prime Minister at
Banswarain Rajasthan on
20th April 2024 indicates
his total disrespect to the
rule of law and abject
insensitivity towards the
pluralistic social fabric of
our country. The Prime
Minister has accused all
members of the main
minority group of the
country as ‘intruders’
without any substance is
nothing but insanity that
violates the secular
constitution that ensures
separation of state and
religion in governance.
SKM states  that
Secularism is the
fundamental feature of
our successful democracy
being in existence for the
last 77 long years after
becoming independent
from the British colonial
yoke.

Slamming the statement
of PM Modi, SKM said
that the allegation against
the congress party of
seizing the weslth of the
people to give to a
particular community is
actually to divert the
attention of the people

from the greater skew
in wealth ownership
under the last ten years
of Modi government.
Quoting the latest
Oxfam report, SKM
stated that this report
hasrevealed that thetop
1% of the population
that represent the entire
billionaires too owns
40.5% of the wealth of
the country while, the
bottom 50% of the
population or 70 crore
people that represent
the poor and middle
farmers and rural
workers owns merely
3% of the wealth of the
nation. There is no
Hinduor Muslimdivide
among these poor
sections. The Modi
government has
reduced the corporate
tax from 30% to the
range of 22%-16%
duringthelast tenyears.
One of the corporate
groups Reliance owned
by Mukesh Ambani has
enhanced their assets
from Rs. 1,67,000
crores in 2014 to Rs.
8,03,000 croresin 2023.
The loan arrear of
Rs.14.55 lakh crore of

the corporate houses has
been written off during
2014-2022 by the Modi
government when not a
single rupee of the debt
relief was provided to the

farmers and farm
workers though 154
suicide have been taking
place daily in India under
theModi rg).

“This is an extraordinary
situation hence; SKM
appeals to al sections of
the people to take all
precautions to maintain
peace and social
tranquilities against any
sort of provocation by the
elements of vested
interests inimical to the
national unity and
friendship and brotherhood
of the people. Only the

people can defeat the
politics of communal
divisonand stand firmly
to safeguard secular
fabrics of India’, the
release states.

All India Kisan Sabha
(AIKS) Haryana state
committee, in a joint
statement by Master
Balbir Singh, President
and Sumit Singh,
General Secretary has
also severely condemned
the speech stating it a
highly inflammeatory and
communaly provocative
utterances of Prime
Minister NarendraModi.
A press release shared
to our representative by
Dr. Inderjeet Singh,
Nationa Vice-President
of AIKS on Tuesday,

stated that AIKS has
described the core of his
Speech as contemptuous
and outrageous with
strong potential of inciting
violence between
communities. “This has
been doneintentionally as
an attempt to polarise the
peopleon communal lines
in order to get electoral
gains at the cost of our

age-old syncretic cultural
ethos and social
harmony.”

The farmers union
alleged that spreading
hatred based on absolute
falsehood by a person of
the stature of Prime
Minister has brought
down the prestige of the
highest executive office
Modi is holding. His
conduct inthiscaseisnot
only brazen violation of
election code of conduct
but actually tantamount to
committing  serious
offences under various
sections of Indian Penal
Caode(IPC) including hate
crimeandwilfully creating
discord between different
communities.
AccordingtoAIKSitwas
even more astonishing
that the Election

to three vyears of
rigorous imprisonment
and slapped afine of Rs
50,000 in connection
with a corruption case.
Special judge, vigilance,
Bhubaneswar,
September 29, 2022,
convicted Moquim in a
corruption case.

The vigilance
department, in a
statement, said Moquim,

at Rajasthan

Commission of India
mandated with thetask of
enforcing and monitoring
the provisions of
Representation of People
Act and the model code
of conduct for afree and
fair election, has not
initiated any action
against Prime Minister
Modi sofar for indulging
in gross violation of the
relevant laws with
impunity. Inthissituation
the Supreme court should
take  Suo moto
cognisanceand intervene
a the earliest when the
PM and other BJP
|leadersare showing utter
disregard and audacity of
posing themselvesabove
the law of land.

AIKS has appealed to
farmers and other
sections to see through
the nefarious designs
being contemplated by
BJP and safeguard their
unity that stood tested
during farmers
movement in spite of
repeated attempts to
defame and tarnish the
farmers movement as
anti-national and
Separatist. AIKS aleges
that the Prime Minister

as the managing director
of Metro BuildersPvt Ltd
in collusion with an IAS
officer and others
obtained a pecuniary
advantage in favour of
thereal estatefirmin the
guise of loans meant for
rural poor from the state-
run OdishaRural Housing

& Development
Corporation Ltd
(ORHDC).

y

and other leaders are
resorting to hate
mongering  between
communitiesinthefaceof
widespread anger
brewing among the people
for the treachery and
deceit done to them in
terms of ruthless
destruction of their
livelihood during theentire
10yearsof pro-corporate
Modi regime.

Haryana Kisan Sabha
has appealed to all
sections of the toiling
masses to observe
extremevigilanceand not
to fall prey to the BJP
machinations towards
diverting the attention of
the people from real
livelihood issues and get
carried by emotive
communal and caste
iSsues.

AIKS has reiterated its
call to teach BJP alesson
for cheating the peasantry
by not honouring the
assurances pertaining to
legal guarantee of MSP
etc given on the occasion
of suspension of 13-month
long farmers agitation
following withdrawal of
pro -corporate three black
laws.
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International Conference at CUO concludes with an emphasis on achieving self-

reliance by conserving Biodiversity and Agrlculture for a Sustalnable Future

Koraput,(KCN): The
School of
Biodiversity and
Conservation  of
Natural Resources at
the Centra University
of Odisha recently
concludeditstwo-day
International
Conference on
"Recent Advances of
Biodiversity and
Agriculture for a
Sustainable Future"
on 20 April 2024.
Held at the
University's main
campus, the event
brought together
scholars and
scientists to delve
into critical topics
surrounding
biodiversity and
agrobiodiversity.

sfrom
conference
include the
recognition that
biodiversity and
agrobiodiversity
serve as vital
resources crucial for
both present and
future generations.
Experts emphasized
that these resources
areintricately linked
to the life and
livelihood of people,
underscoring the
need for their
conservation and
sustainable
management.

Furthermore,
discussions
highlighted the role
of bioprospecting in
enhancing

Key takeaw
the

biodiversity
conservation. By
valuing  natural
resources,
discoverin
medicina
compounds, and
understanding
ecosystem functions,
bioprospecting can
romote
sustainability while
ensuring fair benefits
for - local
communities and
Ereserw ngindigenous
nowledge.
The concept of the
bio-economy, which
involves sustainable
economic activities
utilizing biological
resources, was also
explored. Byllnkln
biodiversity wit

bioprospecting,
participants noted the
potential to add value
to resources such as
agriculture, forestry,
fisheries, and
biotechnology. These
practices align with
circular economy
principles, aid
environmental
conservation efforts,
and enhance
livelihoods, ultimately

Five more pairs of Summer
Special Trainsfrom ECoR:

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):
Considering the demands
from the passengers
towards different
destinations and in
various routes and to
clear additional rush of
passengers in regular
trains during summer, it
has been decided to run
Special Trains from East
Coagt Railway jurisdiction

towards different
destinations of the
country during the
summer.

A. Puri-Udhna (Surat)
bi-weekly  Summer
Specia Train.
08471/08472  Puri-
Udhna-Puri  Summer

Specia Train from Puri
will leave at 0630hrs on
every Monday &
Thursday between 25th
April to 27th June 2024.
Inthereturndirection, this
train from Udhna will
leaveat 1700hrson every
Tuesday and Friday
between 26th April to
28th June 2024.

B. Puri-New Delhi
Weekly Summer Special
Train.

08479/08480 Puri-New
Delhi-Puri  Summer
Specia Train from Puri
will leave at 0845hrs on
every Tuesday between
30th April to 25th June
2024. In the return
direction, this train from
New Delhi will leave at
2130hrs on every
Wednesday between 1st
May to 26th June 2024.
C. Puri-New Delhi
Weekly Summer Special
Train.

04082/04081 New Delhi-
Puri- New Delhi Summer

Special Train from New
Delhi left at 2300hrs on
22nd April 2024. In the
return direction, thistrain
from Puri will leave at
2220hrs on 24th April
2024.

D. Sambalpur-Erode
Weekly Summer Special
Train.
08311/083612
Sambalpur-Erode-
Sambalpur Summer
Special Train from
Sambalpur will leave at
1135hrs on every
Wednesday between 1st
may to 26th June 2024.
In the return direction,
thistrain from Erodewill
leaveat 1445hrson every
Friday between 3rd May
to 28th June 2024.

E. Visakhapatham-
Bengaluru Summer
Special Train.
08549/08550
Visakhapatnam-SMVT,
Bengaluru-
Visakhapatnam Summer
Special Train from
Visakhapatnamwill leave
at 1315hrs on every
Saturday between 27th
April to 29th June 2024.
In the return direction,
this train from SMVT,
Bengaluru will leave at
1200hrson every Sunday
between 28th April to
30th June 2024.

F.  Visakhapatham-
Chennai Egmore
Summer Special Train.
08557/08558
Visakhapatnam-Chennai
Egmore-Visakhapatnam
Summer Special Train
fromVisakhapatnam will
leaveat 1900hrson every
Saturday between 27th
April to 29th June 2024.

In the return direction,
this train from Chennai
Egmore will leave at
1030hrson every Sunday
between 28th April to
30th June 2024.

G. Visakhapatham-Hatia
Summer Specia Train.
08559/08560
Visakhapatnam-Hatia-
Visakhapatnam Summer
Special Train from
Visakhapatnamwill leave
at 2350hrs on every
Sunday between 28th
April to 30th June 2024.
In the return direction,
thistrain from Hatiawill
leaveat 1600hrsonevery
Monday between 29th
April to 1st July 2024.
East Coast Railway has
earlier notified for
running of 20 pairs of
Special Trains during
summer. These special
trains are planned to
originate from important
Railway Stations like
Puri, Bhubaneswar,
Visakhapatnam,
Sambal pur, Cuttack and
Brahmapur.

Special Trains have also
plannedto originatefrom
Puri towards Patna,
Nizamuddin, Shalimar,
Bhanjapur, &
Santragachhi; from
Bhubaneswar towards
Yesvantpur, Dhanbad &
Chennai; from Sambal pur
towards Guwahati, Erode
and Pune; from Cuttack
towards Hyderabad;
from Brahmapur towards
Surat and from
Visakhapatnam towards
Bengaluru, Kollam,
Tirupati, Secunderabad
and Kurnool.

East Coast Railway urged

passengers to book train
tickets in various Special
Trains to avoid rush in
regular trainsand plantheir
journey accordingly. Apart
fromthis, kegpinginview
the summer heat wave,
ECoR has ensured
availability of drinking
water at Railway stations.
Crowd control
arrangements are also
made at all major and
important railway stations
over ECoR. RPF
personnel have been
deployed at originating
stations to ensure Queue
system for entry in
General Class coaches.

Apart from the above, 13
pairs of long distance
Special Trains are also
running through ECoR
jurisdiction between
important destinations of
the country. These are,
Secunderabad-Dibrugarh-
Secunderabad Special,
Secunderabad-Agartala-
Secunderabad Special,
Chennai-Santragachhi-
Chennai Special,
Nagercoil-Dibrugarh-
Nagercoil Special,
Kochuvelli-Shalimar-
Kochuvelli  Special,
Bengal uru-K haragpur-
Bengaluru  Special,
Santragachhi -
Secunderabad-
Santragachhi Special,
Secunderabad-Shalimar-
Secunderabad Special,
Bengaluru-Malda Town-
Bengaluru  Special,
Mysore-Muzaffarpur-
Mysore Special, New
Tinsukia-Bengal uru-New
Tinsukia Special and
Howrah-Yesvantpur-
Howrah Special Trains.

Azim Prem;i University opensadmissonsfor Postgraduate
Diplomain Development L eader ship 2025

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Azim Premji University,
Bengaluru, has opened
admissions
forthePostgraduate
Diplomain Development
Leadership programme.
Last date to apply May
15, 2024, Written
Assignmentsé&
Interviews June — July
2024 and
Commencement  of
classes Jan 6, 2025.

The 11-month part-time
Diploma programme is
designed to allow
participants to continue
their existing work and
employment  while
enrolled in the

programme. It offers a
blend of on-campus and
online learning across
three terms.

This programme is
designed for mid to
senior-level
professionals with eight
or more Yyears of
experience in the
development sectorwho
arealready inleadership
roles in their
organisations or are
likely to take on such
roles soon. It is open to
thoseworking in NGOs,
social movements, and
grassroots organisations.
This programme will
help participants to

Deepen their
perspectives on the
historical processes and
lived experiences
shaping development
reaitiesin Indiato better
inform their work.
Imagine alternative
development
approaches and
outcome which foster
equity, justice, and
sustainability.
Strengthen |eadership
capabilities to build
inclusive, adaptive, and
collaborative
organisations. Enhance
capabilitiesfor financial
management,
communication and data

analysis.

RichaGovil, Director,
School of Development,
Azim Premji University
said, “Mid-career and
senior professionals in
the development sector
have years of deep
experience of workingin
the sector. This program
helps them anchor their
rich experienceswithina
broader understanding of
development concerns,
ideas and trajectories. It
also helps them reflect
upon the nature of
development
organisationsand what it
takes to lead them.”

contributing to the
reservation  of
iodiversity and
a%]robmdlversty
valedictory
function, chaired by
Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor Prof.
Chakradhar Tripathi,
emphaszedtheneed
for biodiversity
research to uplift the
economic standard of
the common man,

PLAY GROUP (4)toOnvands
A great Place to grow @ MPS
Call now for Application:

. &
thus fostering self-
relilance in the
country.

Prof. SK. Pdita, Dean
of the School of
Biodiversity and
Conservation of
Natural Resources,
presented the
outcomes of the
conference including
information on the
presentation of 29
research papers from

i

invited speakers and
102 posters from
research scholars.
Omprakash Mahamta,
Suraj Kumar Padhi
and Ankita Das were
juo(ljged first, second
third for their
outstanding poster
presentations.
Eminent
personalities,
including Prof. S. P
Adhikari, former
Vice-Chancellor, M.
University, Balasore
and Prof. M.K.
Satapathy, former
Professor of Science,
Regional Ingtitute of
Education,
Bhubaneswar were
present, and Prof.
Satapathy was
felicitated for his

J 1
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2024-2025

ADMISSION OPEN FOR

significant
contributions to
biodiversity research.
The Vice-Chancellor
also felicitated
different NGOs who
participated in the
Millet Exhibitions,
local ayurvedlc
specialists and
rapporteurs of the
technicd sessonsand
research scholarsof the
School of BCNR.

Dr. Kakoli Banerjee,
Co-convener, ddivered
the welcome address
while Dr. Debabrata
Panda, Convener,
expressed grétitude to
dl participants, invited
guests, and session
chairs for the success
of the International
Conference.
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253% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
N-3B/14-15, IRC Village,

Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar

PH. 2558884 / 2550786 / 8984600700 (M)

E-mail maharishipublic13@yahoo.com
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Bitter sweet Plea For Acceptance

A mother Saori (Sakura
Ando) and her son
Minato (Soya
Kurokawa). witness a
raging fire in the
neighbourhood, from
their balcony. Minato
turns around and
distractedly tellsher how
a pig’s brain can be
transplanted into a
human head.

Though shelaughsit off,
after all, kids say the
darnest things, but this
one off-the-cuff remark
weighs on her. But, who
put thisideain his head?
Alarmed by the change
in behaviour from being
withdrawn, to sullen,
which is typical of
adolescence and the

After entertaining
viewers with stories and
characters that have
found their placein their
hearts, Zee TV is all set
to enthral the audience
yet again with its annual
celebration of Zee
Rishtey Awards. Year
after year, the grand
extravaganza has
celebrated the deeply
cherished relationships
that the viewers have
with their favourite Zee
TV characters while
awarding thefinest work
by the actors, directors,
producers, creative
teams and technicians.
However, thisyear, with
Holi just around the
corner, what better
platform for families to
come together and
celebrate the festival of
coloursthan Zee Rishtey
Awards? So, get set for
a splash of vibrant
colours as the Zee
Kutumb comes together

SHOPLIFTERY

MONSTEH
Zee Rishtey Awards|sBack! Nomlnatlons are OUT

to celebrate familial
bondswith anight full of
splendid performances,
lively banter, and light-
hearted pranks because
- BURA NA MAANO,
FAMILY HAI!

Zee TV kicked off the
festivities by hosting a
star-studded Nomination
Party which saw
everyone' sfavourite Zee
TV faces take to the red
carpet in their
most glamorous and
stylish attires, captivating
everyone present.
Popular stars like Shabir
Ahluwalia, Sriti Jha,
Shraddha Arya, Dheergj
Dhoopar, Arjun Bijlani,
Arjit Tangja, Neeharika
Roy, Nikki Sharma, Paras
Kanawat, Sana Sayyad,
Baseer Ali, Shakti Anand,
Rohit Suchanti,
Aishwarya Khare,
Maera Mishra, Krishna
Kaul, Abrar Qazi, Rachi
Sharma, Avinesh Rekhi,
Tanisha Mehta, Manasi

Joshi Roy, NavikaKotia,
Karanvir Sharma, Aditi
Sharma, Richa Rathore,
Yesha Rughani, Seerat
Kapoor made heads
turn at the Zee Rishtey
Awards’ Nomination

Party.
The stars of Zee
Kutumb |looked

stunning on the red
carpet with their stylish
and glamorous outfits.
While the heartthrob
Dheeraj Dhoopar stole
everyone's heart in his
black studded suit,
popular actor Shabir
Ahluwalia walked the

onset of puberty.
However, Minato’'s
obsession with shearing
hislocks, and then anight
when shefindshiminthe
woods, alone in a dark
tunnel, screaming, “Who
is the monster?’ leads
her to investigate the
matter, and meet his
homeroom teacher Mr.
Hori (Eita Nagayama),
an eccentric man. After
Minato claims that he
was hit in class by his
instructor, and then she
sees his behaviour even
getting weirder, she is
convinced he is the
victim of bullying.

Or is the other way
round, isMinato the one
who isthe perpetrator of

red carpet in a quirky
combination- Blue
Jodhpuri paired with
sneakers. Renowned
actor Avinesh Rekhi
looked handsome in a
black suit, and Tanisha
M ehta looked
gorgeous in an all-
green Indian ensemble.
Manasi Joshi Roy and
NavikaKotiaalso stole
the show with their
beautiful and elegant
looks. Shraddha Arya
wowed everyone with
her lovely pink saree,
and Nikki Sharma
looked elegant in her

the act? It'sbeen said he
has bullied a sensitive
student Yuri. The claim
is substantiated as well
as not with several
flashbacks, which bring
to the fore a montage of
varied points of view, as
well as school events
and relationships
between the boys, as it
touches upon the queer
aspect in a homophobic
society .What comes to
the surface is a
complicated relationship
between children, the
school and the parents.

Kore-eda gives us an
intricate narrative of
hope as it examines
socio-cultural issuesand
complexities. Family

seagreen lehenga. The
handsome boys of
television, Arjun Bijlani
andArjit Tanejalooked
dapper in suits. Paras
Kalnawat also looked
dashing with his co-
actors Sana Sayyad
and Baseer Ali.
Amongst the beautiful
ladies, Sriti Jha made
heads turn in a red
evening gown. Popular
Jodi Rohit Suchanti and
Aishwarya Khare also
graced the red carpet
in an all-black and
royal blue ensemble
respectively.

|s A

dysfunction, bullying,
homophobia, social media
cancel culture and
rumour-mongering; along
with unwavering devotion
to flawed authority, all
come together to create a
monster of impropriety.
Asit nudges one to speak
your truth and embraceall
aspects of oneself,
Monster is a heart-
rending narrative of
perspectives.

Where no one is at fault,
since every human comes
from a place they know
best.Monster is Kore-
eras best work, and the
screenplay and writing of
Y Q)i Sakamot, make this
one a cinematic
masterpiece.

The Zee Kutumb, then,
gathered to witness
some wonderful acts.
They even indulged in
some fun games and
engaged in some light-
hearted banter during
the Nomination Party.
With loads of surprises
in store for the night,
you cannot missthe Zee
Rishtey Awards’
Nomination Party, when
it airs at 5:30 PM on
Sunday, 18th February
on Zee TV.

Now that the
nominations are
announced, vote for
your favourites by giving
a missed call on —
8291829173 for your
Favourite Jodi,
8291829174 — Favourite

Character — Male,
8291829175 — Favourite
character — Female,

8291829176 — Favourite
Dharavahik. Viewers can
also vote via
zra2024.zee5.com.

Jackie Shroff, Neena GuptaWin HeartsIn 'Mast Meln
RehneKa', Fan Urg&sEveryoneTo Forget TheArchies

Veteran actor Jackie
Shroff hasstruck another
chord with the audience
with  his  family
entertainer ‘Mast Mein
Rehne Ka. Critics and
fans alike are showering
love on Jackie for his
heartfelt portrayal inthis
film that explores the
highsand lows of life.
Sharing the screen with
the talented Neena
Gupta, reviewshighlight
the delightful on-screen
chemistry between the
two seasoned actors.
Critics expressed,
“Jackie Shroff and
Neena Gupta shine as
individual performershbut

also have great onscreen
chemistry. Their random
conversations, such as
about body hair, are as
hilarious as deep ones
are heart-touching -
Kamath compares his
lonely existence to the
sea waves crashing
against rocks. Jackie is
outstanding in a scene
towardsthe end when he
has a monologue where
he compares human life
to avideo game.”

Another fan added, “A
sweet little gem called
Mast Mein Rehne Ka
released along with
Archies. Jackie Shroff
and Neena Gupta.

best

Jackie's
performance  since
Gardish days..” A fan

compared it to 'The
Archies' and wrote,
"Everyone needs to
forget about archies and
focus on Neena Gupta
Jackie Shroff Rakhi
Sawant in mast mein

rehne ka."

Fanshavetakento socia
media to express their
admiration for the
legendary actor. It is
evident that Jackie
Shroff's magnetic
presence and nuanced
performance have made
'Mast Mein Rehne Ka a

must-watch for those
seeklng a heartwarmlng
cinematic experience.
The legendary actor
continues to captivate
audiences with his
timeless charm and
unmatched acting
prowess.

In the film, the two will
be seen overcoming
lonelinessin Mumbai city.
"| agreetoday our lifehas
become difficult.
Youngsters are facing a
lot of problems...there's
so much competition out
there but we should not
take too much stress in
our life. Thodamast mein
bhi hona chayie (There

should be somefuntoo),”
Neena Gupta told ANI.
Echoing the same
sentiments, Jackie Shroff
said, "One should
maintain a perfect
balance in life... be
healthy... do yoga, love
nature... use technology
but use it for
good...Everyone is
dealing with some kind
of problemintheir life..it
al depends on how one
reacts to it... Take care
of health."

'Mast Mein RehneKa is
now streaming on Prime
Video.

Animal: Sara Ali Khan Never Auditioned For Triptii Dimri's
Role In Ranbir Kapoor- Bobby Deol's Starrer

Actress Triptii Dimri
might have a brief
appearance in Sandeep
Reddy Vanga's latest
blockbuster ‘Animal’, but
the actress has managed
to becomethetalk of the
town for her
performance. Her
intimate scenes with
Ranbir Kapoor inthefilm
have been a topic of
debate on the internet
with a section of people
criticizing the makersfor
promoting toxic
masculinity.

While Tripti Dimri has
been garnering acclaim
for her portrayal in the
film, several reports

claimed that Sara Ali
Khan had auditioned for
the role of 'Zoya' but
could not crack it.
Putting all the rumors to
rest, an industry insider
revealed that "Sara Ali
Khan never auditioned
for Sandeep Reddy
Vanga's latest released
‘Animal"."

For the unversed,
rumours of Sara Ali
Khan auditioning for the
role played by Triptii
Dimri in the film made
headlines recently. The
report claimed that
Sandeep wasn't
convinced that Sara
would be able to pull off

the bold scenein thefilm.

He, however, was
impressed by Triptii
when she auditioned for
the role and cast her in
the film, claimed the
report.

SaraAli Khan is among
the prominent Bollywood
actresses of this

i

generation. She made
headlines with her debut
in 'Kedarnath' and has
been a part of films like
'‘Atrangi Re', 'Love Ag
Kal', 'Simmba, '‘Coolie
No 1, 'Luka, 'Gadlight'
among others. She was
recently seen in 'Zara
Hatke Zara Bachke'

opposite Vicky Kaushal.
She will be next seen in
'‘Ae Watan Mere Watan',
which will premiere on
Amazon Prime Video.
Triptii Dimri played the
role of '‘Zoya in Animal.
Though she had a small
screen time, her role is
one of the most talked-
about elements of the
film. Triptii Dimri spoke
about her intimate scenes
with Ranbir Kapoor in
'‘Animal’. She said that
Ranbir and Sandeep
made sure that she was
comfortable doing the
scenes. She also
mentioned Ranbir coming
and checking up on her

every 5 minutesto ensure
that she is not feeling
awkward.

Triptii made her acting
debut inthe comedy film
'Poster Boys' (2017) and
had her first lead role in
theromanticdrama'Laila
Majnu' (2018). She
gained acclaim for her
performances in Anvita
Dutt's films '‘Bulbbul’
(2020) and 'Qala (2022),
before bagging'Animal’.
ShehasafilmwithVicky
Kaushal among her
upcoming projects.
Released on December
1, 'Animal’ is getting an
overwhelming response
from the audience.
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The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) isvigoroudy
campaigningtoestablish
a strong presence in
South Indiainthis2024
Lok Sabha election.
Determined toleaveno
room for itsrivals, the
party is actively
dispelling the
misconception that it
lacks afoothold in the
region. Thiselection, the
BJP aims to prove
political punditswrong
by turningthetideinits
favor across the
southern states. The
2024 Lok Sabha
elections could be
ingrumenta inreshaping
the perception of the
BJPin SouthIndia

The BJP hasentrusted
two of itsmost dynamic
Chief Ministers, Yogi
Adityanath and Pramod
Sawant, with the
respong bility of leading
intensive campaignsin
South India. Both
leaders have steered
their respective states,
Uttar Pradesh and Goa,
towards significant
development through
their effective
governance.
Campaigning for BJP
candidatesin Karnataka,
Pramod Sawant'sability
to deliver speeches in
Kannada hasresonated
withthelocal populace,
making an immediate
impact. With a pan-
Indian appeal, Yogi

Adityanath isscheduled
to campaign across
other South Indian
dates. Hehasprevioudy
campaigned in
Karnataka, where his
message resonateswith
theyouth, working class,
andwomen. Hissuccess
in transforming Uttar
Pradesh from a
struggling stateto oneof
themos developedinthe
country, coupledwithhis
reputation for strict law
and order, hasgarnered
him ggnificant atention.
Bothleadersrepresenta
new wavewithintheBJP
Yogi Adityanath’s
success story in Uttar
Pradesh demonstrates
the party'scommitment
to development and
efficient governance. It
may be recalled that
Pramod Sawant is
actively working to
reshape Goa's image
beyond itsbeachesand
churches, emphasizing
its rich historical and
cultural heritage as a
part of 'Sanatan
Bhoomi' (the land of
eternal Dharma). He
envisions Goa's
development through a
combination of tourism
andspiritud nationdism.
The BJP's strategic
focus on South India
signifiesitsambitionto
expand its national
footprint. By deploying
popular leaders like
Yogi Adityanath and

Pramod Sawant, the
party aims to connect
with the southern
electorate and
showcase its
development-oriented
governancemodd. This
concerted effort could
potentially redefinethe

political punditswrong.
The southern states of
Indiahave been atough
challenge for the BJP.
But thistime the party
hasmadeupitsmindto
turn the electoral
situationin South India
initsfavor.

people. Yogi Adityanath
has campaigned in
Karnataka in the past.
Theyouth, hardworking
people, and women of
Karnatakalistento him
very carefully. He has
brought sick Uttar
Pradesh into the

Popular people’s Daily of Odisha

Can Yog! Adityanath - Pramod Sawant conquer soutn for BJP

Vivek Shukla

whereasthetruthisthat
Goa is Sanatan |land.
Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant has
resolved to develop
Goawith tourism and
Spiritud nationdism.

Of course, along with
Prime Minister

BJP'spositionin South
Indiaand influencethe
outcome of the
upcoming eections. The
BJPisputting its heart
and soul into making a
strong presence in the
battle for South India
this time. It isin no
mood to give space to
itsrivasinthisdectord
battle.

Those who think that
the BJP has no
exisencein South India
aremistaken. Thistime
it wants to prove the

It goeswithout saying
that both Yogi
Adityanath and Pramod
Sawant aretaking Uttar
Pradesh and Goato the
heightsof devel opment
thanksto their efficient
leadership. Pramod
Sawant iscampaigning
in favor of BJP
candidates in
Karnataka. They give
their speechinKannada
in Karnataka.
Obviously, because of
this, they immediately
impress the local

category of the most
developed state in the
country. He hasproved
that goons and
miscreants run away
from a tight
administration. If we
talk about Pramod
Sawant, then he is
changing theestablished
imageof Goa. Hewants
Goato beknownforits
rich past besides its
beaches and churches.
A particular kind of
perception has been
created about Goa,

Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit
Shah, these two are
also going to play a
significant role in
creating an atmosphere
infavour of theBJPin
South India. Yogi

Adityanath has
addressed large
gatherings in

Uttarakhand,
M aharashtra,
Karnataka, Rajasthan,
and Bihar, inadditionto
his home state.
Wherever he goes, he

receives an
unprecedented
welcome.
Meanwhile, Tamil
Nadu is one of those
unigque states where,
with more than 87
percent Hindu
population, the
presence of national
parties, namely BJPand
Congress, has been
weak. Yes, theBJPhas
been gathering votesin
Coimbatore and
Kanyakumari. The
biggest reason for the
BJP not being strongin
Tamil Nadu has been
thelack of leadershipin
thestate, with many BJP
leaders known for
controvergd satements
But PrimeMinister Modi
andHomeMiniser Amit
Shah havechanged this
perception. And then,
after the gppointment of
former 1PS officer K.
Annamala asthe Tamil
Nadu BJP president, the
BJP's prospects in the
Dravidian party-
dominated southern state
have increased
consderably. Annamdai
has also been largely
successful in preparing
theground for the party
in the state. Modi and
Amit Shaharecongantly
supportingAnnamala's
leadership.
Thereareatotal of 130
Lok Sabhaseatsin South
India ThisindudesTamil
Nadu (39), Karnataka
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(28), Andhra Pradesh
(25), Telangana (17),
Kerala (20), and
Puducherry (2).
Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu
has aready recorded a
voter turnout of 68.96%
in the Lok Sabha
electionson last Friday
after the entire 39 Lok
Sabha seats completed
votinginasnglephaseto
decide the fate of 950
candidates. Peoplewait
to cast their votesduring
thefirst round of polling
of India's national
election in Chennal on
Friday. The polling
percentagein Tamil Nadu
inthe past three general
electionsin 2009, 2014
and 2019 has been
73.02%, 73.74% and
72.47% respectively.
Chennai withthreeLLok
Sabha constituencies
usually seesalow voter
turnout. In 2019, the
capital city recorded the
lowest at 60%, lesser
than thestate average of
72%.
Findly, theBJP sefforts
to engage Southern
gatesthrough prominent
leaders like Yogi
Adityanath and Pramod
Sawant areindicative of
its serious intent to
expanditsfootprintinthe
region.
Author of Gandhi’s
Delhi
Contributor of BBC,
NavBharat Times
and other papers—
M- 9818155246

Saikat Kumar Basu

April 22 is
celebrated around
the world as
'Dhritri Diwas' or
‘Earth Day'. The
main aim of this
day is to sustain
the earth by
protecting the
environment and
nature. Thisday of
the vyear s
specifically
dedicated to
protecting the
Earth and keeping
it habitable. Every
year this day has
specific theme.
This year's theme
Is “Planet Vs.
Plastics.”

This day was
celebrated for the

first time on 22
April 1970. Atthe
UNESCDO
conferencein San
Franciscoin 1969,
peace activist
John McConnell
proposed
dedicatingaday in
honor of Mother
Earth. However,
this day was
celebrated on
March 21, 1970,
the first day of
spring in the
Northern
Hemisphere.

United States
Senator Gaylord
Nelsonintroduced
Earth Day on
April 22, 1970.
First Dharitri Day
was organized on
this day with the
help of some
students. About 2
crore  people
celebrated the day.

Earth Day

Many people in
America took to
the streets on this
day to raise
awareness about
climate change.
The day started
from that. Since
1970, various
laws have been
established in
different countries
keeping in mind
the protection of

the environment.
Yet today the
world is facing a
crisis.

In mobilizing 200
million people in
141 countries and
t aking
environmental
issues to the
global stage, the
activities of Earth
Day 1990 greatly

accelerated the
global recycling
system and paved
the way for the
organization of the
United Nations
Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro in
1992. Unlike the
1970s, its 20th
anniversary saw
radio and
television rich
with powerful

marketing tools,
great access and
multimillion-
dollar spending.

This day is
observed to raise
awareness among
the people of the
world about
climate change.
The world is now
plagued by natural
disasters due to

climate change.
Therefore, thisday
IS celebrated in
different countries
to raise public
awareness about
nature and
environment, to
keep the earth safe
and livable, andto
give a message to
the public about
the importance of
environment and

in

climate
protectingtheearth
from destruction.

Apt 6--,409

43 Sreet South,
|_ethbridgeAlberta,
Canada, T1J4B3
Email:

sikabes@a i@
TheAuthor isa
Canadabased
indianAgro
Scientists




S THE KALINGA CHRONICLE National | Internationa

e il people s Daily of Odisho —

Kashmir Road Safety Foundation Engagesin High-Level Didlogue. Third Gender Electors for Second Phase of Lok Sabha Poall

W|th Hon' bIeLt Governor of J&K, ShriManagj Sinha
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Srinagar (KCN):A

significant milestonewas
achieved today as

members of the Kashmir
Road Safety Foundation
convened with the
esteemed Lt. Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir, Shri
Manoj Sinha, at Raj
Bhawan, Srinagar. Led
by CEO Mr. Nasir Ali
Khan, the delegation
embarked on a fruitful
discussion encompassing
pivotal agendas aimed at
enhancing road safety
and youth empowerment
acrossthe region.Central
to the dialogue was the
formulation of a
comprehensive transport
policy tailored to the
unique needs of Jammu
and Kashmir. This
initiative underscoresthe
Foundation'scommitment
to fostering safer and
more efficient
transportation systems
within the

Congress Pick
What's Behind

Surat ,(KCN):Surat
Congress leader Nilesh
Kumbhani, whose
nomination asL ok Sabha
candidate was rejected
over alleged
discrepancies, ismissing
and can't be reached over
the phone, local media
reported today. This
comes a day after the
BJP's Mukesh Dalal was
declared winner from the
BJP stronghold after all
rival candidateswithdrew
from the contest.

Amid reports claiming
that Mr Kumbhani may
join the BJP, Congress
workers protested
outside his locked house
with posters that read,
"janata ka gaddar
(peopl€e'straitor)”.

The dramatic events
follow the BJP'sfirst Lok
Sabha win in Surat,
unopposed. Gujarat BJP
chief CR Paatil yesterday
said Surat has presented

'!“"E\,

region.Furthermore,
discussions revolved
around the upcoming
"Mission Save Lives
J& K Road Safety Rally,"
apioneering endeavor to
raise awareness and
instill responsible road
behavior among citizens.
Additionaly, planswere
unveiled for the
establishment of the
Road Safety Heroes
Clubin both government
and private schools
across Jammu and
Kashmir. Thisvisionary
program seeks to
cultivate a culture of
road saf ety
consciousness among
the youth, thereby
fostering ageneration of
responsible drivers and
pedestrians.In a bid to
nurture talent and
passion for motorsports,
the delegation also
proposed the launch of
the J& K Motorsports

Academy. Thisinitiative
aims to provide aspiring
athletes with a platform
to hone their skills and
showcase their potential
on a national and
international stage.
During the interactive
Session, various avenues
for youth engagement
wereexplored, reflecting
the Foundation's
unwavering commitment
to empowering the next
generation of leadersand
change-makers. The
Kashmir Road Safety
Foundation expressesits
sincere gratitude to
Hon'ble Lt. Governor
J&K Shri Manoj Sinha
for hisinvauableinsights
and steadfast support
towards realizing these
transformativeinitiatives.
Together, we embark on
a journey towards a
safer, morevibrant future
for the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

'‘Missing', 8 Others Withdraw:
BJP's Surat Win

!
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"thefirst lotus' to Prime
Minister NarendraModi.
"l congratulate our
candidate for Surat Lok
Sabha seat Mukesh
Dalal for getting elected
unopposed,” hesaidina
post on X.

The Congress has
approached the Election
Commission, alleging
that the ruling BJP in
Gujarat exerted "wrong
and undue influence",
and demanded a restart
of the poll process.
"We have therefore
requested the Election
Commission to postpone

the election in Surat and
redo the election shorty
to send a clear message
that you cannot take
advantage of thiskind of
wrong undueinfluence,”
party spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi told
reporters after meeting
the Election
Commissioners
yesterday.

Mr Singhvi claimed that
in Surat, Congress
candidate Kumbhani was
nominated by four
proposers, "but, suddenly
all four stood up and
denied their signatures’.
"This is no coincidence.
The candidateismissing
for many hoursand by the
time he resurfaces we
find that every other
candidate haswithdrawn
his candidature, every
one of them. His
candidatureisrejected by
thereturning officer," he
said.

In West Bengal is Maximum in Number in Raigun] PC

Kolkata, (KCN):Only
72 hours are left, when
the country will be
undergoing the second
phase of Lok SabhaPoll.
Total 1210 candidates
will be contesting across
the country for 88
Parliamentary
Constituencies in 12
States/UTs. In West

Bengal three
Parliamentary
Constituencies-
Darjeeling, Raiganj
(Uttar Dinajpur) and
Balurghat (Dakshin
Dinajpur) will be
undergoing headstrong
contests. Total 47
candidatesare contesting
for these three

Parliamentary
Constituencies in West
Bengal. Total 5,11,79,55
electorswill beexercising
their franchises from
these three
Constituencies.

The number of male and
female voters have
increased considerably
this time. So is the

number of third gender
voters. A total of 210
third gender electorswill
aso cast their votes, this
time, the maximum
number being in Raigan;
Condtituency. In Raigan;,
total 88 third gender
voterswill be exercising
their franchises. In 2019,
their numbers were 73

for the  Raiganj
Constituency. Next in
comes Balurghat, where
81 third gender electors
will cast their votes. In
Darjedling Parliamentary
Constituency, 41 third
gender electors will be
exercising their
franchises.

"CongressWill Implement 'ShariaLaw' In
Country,” SaysYogi Adityanath

Amroha(KCN): Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday made serious
allegations against the
Congress and said the
grand old party hasinits
election manifesto
expresseditsintentionto
implement the 'Sharia
law' inthe country and
redistribute people's
property.

Addressing an election
rally in Amroha,
Adityanath said, "The
Congressand itsallies
have betrayed the
country and have once
again cometo youwith
their falsemanifesto. If
you look at the
Congress' manifesto,
they say thet if they form
agovernment, we will
implement Sharialaw.”
"You tell me, will this
country be run by the
Constitution made by
Baba Saheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar or by
Shariat?' he asked.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hasin
hiselectionralliessaid
the Congress has
included redigtribution of
people'sproperty inits
manifesto.
"Congresspeopletakin
their manifestothat they
will implement 'vyaktiget
kanoon' (personal
laws). That means
Sharia law will be
implemented because
Modi ji stopped the
practiceof tripletalag,”
Adityanath said.

"They say that we will
again restore personal
law. These people will
implement Sharialaw...,”
he added.

Escalating his attack,
Yogi Adityanath aleged,

e

"TheCongressmanifesto
saysthat they will take
people's property and
distribute it. Do you
want to allow the
Congress and
Samgwadi Party toloot
your property?' "L ook
at thecondition of these
shameless people. On
onehand, they areeying
on your property and
the other hand they are
making the mafia and
criminalstheir necklace
and reciting Fatiha in
their name," headded.

Referring to acomment
made by former Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh in 2006, Yogi
Adityanathsaid, "When
Dr Manmohan Singh ji
wasthe Prime Minigter,
hehad saidthat Mudims
havethefirst right tothe
country's resources..."
"Sowherewill our Ddlits
backward classes,
Kharagvanshis, Pals,
poor and farmers go?
Wherewill themothers
andsgersgo, wherewill
theyouthgo?" heasked.

The chief minister
claimed that terrorism
hasbeenfinishedinIndia
during thetenure of the
Modi government.

"There was an
atmosphere of fear and
terror inthe country 10
yearsago, peoplewere
afraid. After 2014,
terrorismwascontrolled
and by 2019, Modi ji did
such athing that theroot
of terrorism Jammu
Kashmir's Article 370
was abolished. Today
terrorism has been
destroyed in India," he
sad.

Adityanath claimed that
now whenever thereisa
loud burst of firecrackers
somewhere, Pakistan
clarifies that it has no
involvement.

"Pakistan is afraid that
even by mistake, a
terrorist incident takes
placeinIndiaand some
innocent citizeniskilled,
they will have to face
consequences,” hesaid.
In his address at an
eectionrdly in Baghpat,

Yogi Adityanathsaidthe
Congress got achance
torulethenationfor 65
years, but they did
nothing.

The BJP leader also
used the occasion to
take adig at Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.
"Thedogan of poverty
eradication which was
given by the
grandmother (Indira
Gandhi) is now being
repeated by the
grandson  (Rahul
Gandhi) like a parrot.
They (Congress) don't
haveany vison. When
they were ousted from
power by the peopl e of
the country, they again
remembered theideaof
eradicating poverty,"
sadAdityanath.
"Prime Minister
NarendraModi hastruly
done the work of
eradicating poverty,” he
added.

Adityanath while
seeking votesfor NDA
candidate Rajkumar
Sangwan (of RLD) said

the Congress and the
Samgjwadi Party (SP)
dodynastic palitics.
"The SPgaveadl tickets
to its own family
members,” he added.
Yogi Adityanath said if
votes go to the wrong
place, terrorism and
mafiarulewill return.
"The rights of farmers
and the poor will again
be subject to robbery.
Not only this, our
daughters and the
businessmanwill again
be unsafe,” Yogi
Adityanathsaid.

"If we cast our votesfor
the BJP and its allies,
terrorism will be
eliminated across the
border and mafia and
criminasinthecountry
will be sent on the
journey of ram naam
satya," headded.
Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) president Jayant
Chaudhury was also
present onthisoccasion.
Amrohaand Baghpa will
gotopallsinthesecond
phaseonApril 26.

L ow Vision Cliniclnaugurated at Al M SBhubaneswar

Ray of Hope for patientslost all hopes due to severe visual impair ments
First-of-its-kind endeavour within any gover nment institution in Odisha

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):
Inanaimtoilluminatethe
livesof patientswho have
almost lost hope due to
severe visual
impairments, AlIIMS
Bhubaneswar has started
a“Low Vision Clinic” in
the Department of
Ophthalmology. The one
of its kind vision clinics
will help a special group
of patientslikethesocialy
blind and other patients
having very low vision
due to glaucoma, age-
related macul ar
degeneration, diabetes,
retinal diseases, and other
blinding diseases, who do
not benefit from surgery
or spectacle correction.

These types of patients
usually lose hope and
get frustrated with life
due to being aburden to
others in their family.
Thelow vision aidswill
help these patientsto do
their routine work and
lead anindependent life.
Thisisthefirst of itskind
vision clinic in any
government institute in
Odisha.

AIIMS Bhubaneswar
Executive Director Dr.
Ashutosh Biswas
inaugurated theclinicin
the presence of Dr.
Praveen Vasisth from
Dr. R.PCentre, AIIMS
Delhi, Medical
Superintendent Dr. Dillip

Kumar Parida, DEAN
Dr. Prashant Raghab
M ohapatra.

In a first-of-its-kind
endeavour within any
government ingtitutionin
Odisha, AlIMS
Bhubaneswar has
collaborated with Dr.
R.P.Centre, AIIMS
Delhi, and Cristoffel
Blinden Mission (CBM),
Germany, to establishthis
visionary clinic.
Operational daily, the
clinic pledges to offer
visual rehabilitation
servicesto thosein need,
thereby reshaping lives
and fostering a sense of
empowerment.

Inaugurating the

pioneering initiative
Executive Director Dr.
Biswas praised the
initiatives of the
Ophthalmology
department and
acknowledged the
transformativeimpact of
the clinic. Emphasizing
theimportance of regular
patient follow-up and
expressed gratitude to
AIIMS Delhi for their
support under the
"ROSHINI" project. He
also unveiled training
manuals aimed at
empowering Asha
workers and volunteers
with essential eye care
knowledge.

Dr. Praveen Vasisthfrom

Dr. R.PCentre, AIIMS
Delhi, shed light on the
collaborative efforts
between the
Government of Indiaand
NGOs like CBM,
culminating in the
establishment of similar

clinics ni onwide under
the "ROSHINI" project.
Dr. Sucheta Parija, Head

of the Department,
Ophthalmology, AIIMS
Bhubaneswar, provided
insights into the clinic's
operational data,

highlighting itsimpact on
patient welfare. With
over 75 patients already
benefiting from the Low
Vision Clinic at AIIMS
Bhubaneswar, Dr. Parija
envisioned future
collaborations with blind

schools for enhanced
rehabilitation effortsandthe
training of Ashaworkersfor
primary eye care at the
community level.
Theinauguration ceremony
witnessed the presence of
CMFM HoD Dr. Sonu
Subba, Physiology HoD Dr.
Prananti Nanda, Dr.
Prabhas Tripahty, Dr
(Mg). Mukund Sahu, Dr
Bhagabat Nayak, Dr.
Priyadarshini Mishra, Dr.
Sandip Sahu, Dr. Bruttendu
Moharana, Dr Bijnya
Panda, resident doctors,
nursing officers, staff and
low vision patients,
marking a collective
commitment towards
enhancing the quality of
lifefor visually impaired
individuds.
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K oraput/
Damanjodi(KCN): The
rampant spread of
wildfire in the forests of
Koraput district has
posed a serious threat to
the survival of wild
animalsand forced them
to stray into human
habitats, a report said.
Lack of awareness is
stated to be the reason
behind the spread of

wildfires. Thewildfireis
also destroying the green
cover with precious
plants and trees getting
reduced to ashes. A bear
found roamingin Koraput
town in the wee hours of
Saturday is a case at this
point.

Onbeinginformed, forest
officiasreached the spot
but the anima managed
to give them slip and

escape
Sahi without causing any
harm to the residents.
However, a forest team
has been put on alert at
the site to track the
movement of the wild
animal and catchit. The
incident has sparked
panic among the
residents. Theanimal is
suspected to have
strayed into Koraput

town in search of food
and water as most of the
jungles in the district
have caught fire in this
summer season. People
are being sensitised not
tolitfireinthejunglebut
that has failed to have
any impact on them, a
forest official Bikash
Patra said. The heat
generated by the
wildfire and blistering
heat waves has made
life miserable for the
residents living on the
fringes of the jungles.
Flames were seen
leaping towards the
villages from a hilly
jungle near apetrol pump
at Tarlandhagudavillage
on the outskirts of
Damanjodi in Koraput
district, Saturday.

Odisha govt deploys seven ODRAF

teamsto douseforest

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The Odisha government
Monday deployed seven
teams of state disaster
response force in
vulnerable forests to
combat wildfire.

On the request of the
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests,
the Office of Special
Relief Commissioner
deployed OdishaDisaster
Rapid Action Force
(ODRAF) teams in
Baliguda, Phulbani,
Rayagada, Bonai,
Kalahandi South,
Similipal South,
Paralakhemundi forest
divisions to douse
wildfire.

Speaking to media
persons, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
Debidutta Biswal said
wildfireincidentsarenow
under control and all
measures have been

Tary

taken.Usually, forest fire
incidents are reported in
January each year.
During this year, forest
fires were detected at
12,000 pointsin Odishaas
compared to 32,500
during the same period of
last year, Biswal said.
This year, all forest fire
alerts have been
responded to, he said.

“To stop the spread of
fireinforest areas, seven
ODRAF teams have
been deployed in
vulnerable points. They
will reach the spot by
Tuesday,” he said.

Office of Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC),
Odisha has written a
letter to additional DGP
(law & order) in this

fires

regard Monday.

In its letter, the SRC
office asked ODRAF
teams to carry the
required equipment to
manageforest firesalong
with PPE kits.
Altogether 370 squads
have been deployed by
the forest department to
dousethefireinthe state,
Biswal added.

NHRC seeks report from Odisha chief
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NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
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Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) hassought an
Action Taken Report
(ATR) from the Chief
Secretary of Odishaand
Koraput District
Magistrate over the
dlegationsof government
gpathy towardstheplight
of residents of three
blocks in tribal-
dominated Koraput
district, who arefacing
many hardships due to
lack of communication
fadlities

Actingonapstitionfiled
by Supreme Court
lawyer andrightsactivist
RadhakantaTripathy, the
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apex rights body asked
the Chief Secretary and
theDigtrict Collector to
submit the ATR within
four weeks.

Tripathy in his petition
saidthat thelocals, who
areresiding in different
villages living across
Koraput, Lamataput and
Nandapur blocks are
crossing Kolab reservoir
through a dilapidated
bridgeriskingtheir own
life

Hefurther asserted that
hundreds of habitations
situated near Kolab
reservoir remain cut off
fromthemainland dueto

submergenceafter heavy
ranfdl.

tion of tribals
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Bodasuku and Lankaput
gram panchayats are
situated just a few
kilometresaway fromthe
district headquartersof
Koraput.

However, theresidents
havetotravel 60-70km
via Nandapur and
Semiliguda to reach
Koraput due to the
fallureof government’s
intervention.

“Earlier acting on a
petition filed by mein
2015 the NHRC asked
thedigrict adminigtration
tofilean enquiry report
after it found the ATR
was unsatisfactory.
Pursuant thereto, August
9, 2017, enquiry was

In Korapu

conducted and
concludedthat thebridge
IS necessary. However,
despite the
administration’s
admission and assurance
tothiscommission after
enquiry, no concrete
sepshavebeentakenby
thedidrictadminigration
to construct a bridge
over Kolab river to
Suku,” Tripathy aleged.
Thereisno al-weather
road in the area so the
locdsarefacing extreme
difficulties during
emergencieslikehedth
complications and fire
incidents which get
aggravated dueto lack of
communicaionfacilities
inthearea.

Stating the bridge
between Suku and
KoraputinKolabregion
can allow road
connectivity tothesecut-
off areas and improve
access to
communication, health,
education and other
facilities, Tripathy
requested theNHRC for
actiononawar footing.

Fire personnel from
Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF)
rushed to the spot after
residentswereinformed
about flames leaping
towards the village.
Environmentalists
alleged that the forest
and thetreeson hillsare
catching fireat thispoint
of timeevery year. They
aleged that the annual
mass hunting ritual
‘Benta Yatra of tribals
is underway and
someone might have
deliberately litup firein
the jungle to hunt wild
animals. They demanded
the district
administration and forest
department to intervene
and stop thewildfirefrom
spreading further.

(Special discount for new admussion before 15.03.2023)

Bhubaneswar (KCN):
The State BJP today
released Odia version of
Modi Ki Guarantee,
party’s national
manifesto for ensuing
Lok Sabha elections and
pledge card here.
Senior BJP leaders
including election in-
charge Vijaypal Singh
Tomar, State President
Manmohan Samal,
former Union Minister
Jual Oram and former
President Samir Mohanty
here at party office.
Since independence,
different governments
haveformedinIndiawith
many promises.

However, they (former
governments) failed to
fulfill all the promises
made in their election
manifestos, Shri Mohanty
said.

On the other hand, the
central government led
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has kept
99 per cent of the
promises including
Abrogation of Article 370
and inauguration of Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya, he
said.

TheModi government is
totally dedicated to
women, youths and
farmers. The Modi
government has realized

2024-2025
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n Odia

all promises made in the
poll manifesto in 2014
and 2019, Samal said.
TheBJPwill reach out to
every household withthe
Odia version of the
manifesto as it can be
easily understandablefor
them, the state president
said. Centre's free
ration scheme will be
extended by 5 years, 3
crore Lakhpati didi will
be created, the PM Awas
Yojanawill be expanded
and drinking water supply
will be taken to every
home, said Shri Tomar.
“If BJP will form a
government in Odisha,
wewill implement al the
promises made in the
central manifesto in the
state. The present
government has not
implemented the
Ayushman Bharat Yojana
in Odisha for which
migrant workers are
facing hardship,” the BJP
leader said.
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25% reservition as per RTE Act (2009)

MAHARISHI PUBLIC SCHOOL

Baghra Road, Baripada
For details
Contact ;

Call-9438102188, 06792-2552217

Time : 8.00 A.M. to 12.00 noon
E-mail- mps.bpd(@gmail.com

Find us on

Facebook.com/Mps, Baripada
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Nexus Select Malls unvells Purple

Weekend across portfolio

Bhubaneswar : As the
summer holidays draw
near and individuals
prepare to embark on a
shopping expedition in
preparation for their
forthcoming sojourns,
Nexus Select Malls
unvellsitslatestinitiative,
"Purple Weekend," a
weekend event featuring
special offers,
unforgettable
entertainment, and an
unparalleled shopping
experience. The
endeavor  centered
around "Savings &
Excitement,” is
scheduled tokick start on
April  19th, 2024
throughout all portfolio
malls and will mark the
beginning of arecurring
monthly tradition
wherein Nexus
Esplanade will curate a
unique weekend to
present an ample
selection of enticing
discounts, deals and
curated offers from a

IDEMITSU Honda Racing India’s Kavin Quintal clinches

Moxiis Explanada
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diverse array of
categories including
fashion, food and

beverage, electronics,
movies, and
hypermarket products

e

with the intention of
accommodating each
customer. Don’t miss out
on the inaugural Purple
Weekend event! Mark
your calendar, gather
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friends and family and
head to Nexus Esplanade
between April 19th to
April 21st.

As part of the Purple
Weekend initiative

Nexus Esplanade will
host a variety of
entertaining activitiesto
captivate the shoppers
during their retail
therapy. Marks and
Spencer's invites
customers to enjoy
discounts of up to 50%,
while Reliance Trends
treats you to an exciting
gift with purchases
worth 3999 and above.
Mia dazzles with flat
50% off on diamond
jewelry and 10% off on
gold. Helios offersup to
40% off on stylish
timepieces, and Carat
Lane tempts with a flat
20% off on diamond
prices among many
other brands offering
huge discounts.
Consistent with the
overarching motif,
Nexus Esplanade will
embellish itself with a
resplendent purplevisual
aesthetic that further
complements indelible
shopping experience.

11th position in hard fought battleat the 2024 FIM AsaRoad
Racing Championship in China

NEWDELHI:AP250
classRace 1 of Round 2:
A Conggtent performance
throughout the race
resulted in Kavin crossing
the chequered line in 11th
position, winning 5 points
for the team. Mohsin P
finished the race in 20th
pogtion.

Zhuha Internationd Circuit
(Chind), 20 April 2024:
Making asignificant mark

TPSODL

Berhampur, September
2023: TP Southern Odisha
Distribution  Limited
(TPSODL)isfully prepared
to ensure a seamless and
uninterrupted power supply
during the forthcoming
festive season. As part of
our commitment to safety,
TPSODL has undertaken
several initiatives and
released essentid guiddines
fortemporary structuresand
pandals.

To ensure safety and
rlighility, TPSODL strongly
advisesobtainingtemporary
connections from our
authorities for any
temporary pandals and

in one of the toughest
races of Asia, the
IDEMITSU Honda
Racing India team rider
Kavin Quintal achieved
another milestonein race
1 of round 2 of the 2024
FIM Asia Road Racing
Championship(ARRC)in
Chinatoday.

Maintaining steadiness
anddigplayingfineseinan
intense race, Kavin
Quintal competed well

and bagged another TOP 15
finishthisseason.

Displaying his best
performance in the race,
young rider Kavin Quintal
gave strong competition to
the international riders.
Satingfrom15thonthegrid,
Kavin began advancing in
the initial laps. He
maintained his composure
and a steady pace
throughouit. Inthefina laps,
heapplied hislearningswell
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and accelerated fadt at the
opportune  moment,
crossingthechequeredline
in 11th position without
making any mistakes on
thetrack. Hecompleted the
race with a total time of
19:03.094, earning five
vauablepaintsfor theteam.
Kavin'steammeate, Mohsin
P, dso showcased his full
power on the racetrack
today. Starting the race
from the 23rd position, he

competed fiercely and
maintained hispacewel | to
avoid any mistakes or
crashes on the track. He
finished the race in 20th
positionwithatotd timeof
19:25.863. However, e this
position, he scored no
pointsfor theteam.

“l am satisfied with my
performance  today.
Chinastrackisnewtome,
and my focus was to
maintain positive
momentum throughout.
After witnessing multiple
crashes on the track, my
god wasto finish therace
without making any
mistakes and earn points
for the team. Today, my
previouslearnings and the
guidance from my
indructorssupported mein
meseting dl thechdlenges.
With today’s score, weare
motivated and hopeful for
better results tomorrow.”

| was expecting better
results today. In theinitid
laps, | was confident and
throttled well to secure a
better position. However,
theplandidn’t work asper
my expectations today. |
am happy that Kavin
performed well and
earned points for the
team. Taking today’s
learnings, | will enhance
my strategies for
tomorrow’s race and
expect better results.”

Issues quidelinesfor the Festive Season

TPS®AODL

TPSOUTHERN ODISHA

DISTRIBUTION LIMITED

(4 Joint Venture of Tata Power and Government of Odisha)

fetive season.

In our pursuit of
uninterrupted power supply,
TPSODL has deployed
dedicated teams from the
Fuse Cdl Centre (FCC) to
monitor and maintain
seamless  electricity
provision at al pandals.

These teams will also
vigilantly ensure that there
isno unauthorized hooking
or accessto TPSODL lines,
guarantesingafedtivd filled
withuninterruptedjoy.

TPSODL's 24x7 Call
Centre, inconjunctionwith
our Sodd MediaMonitoring

Unit, is tirdesdy working
roundthecd ock to promptly
address and resolve any
complaints. In case of
emergencies or concerns,
we encourage to contact
ourtoll-freehdplineat 1912
or 1800 3456 797, or vist
the nearest Fuse Call

Centre/office.

Mr. Amit Garg, Chief
Executive Officer of TP
Southern Odisha
DigributionLtd, seted, "We
are fully prepared and
committed to providing
uninterrupted power supply
to al pandds during this
auspicious festive season.
We urge the public to seek
proper electricity
connections and adhere to
dl safety meesures. Inthe
event of any emergency,
pleasereach out to our toll-
freehdplinenumber.”
TPSODL wisheseveryone
a safe, joyous, and
dectrifying festive season.

Cap

ri Global Cap

Ital Ltd announces

Sock Split and 1:1 bonus

U-IHHM; CAPITALLTD

Mumbai (KCN):Board
of directors of Capri
Global Capital
Ltd(CGCL), adiversified
Non-Banking Financial
Company (NBFC) with
a presence across
diverse segments like
MSME, Affordable
Housing, Construction
Finance segments
among others has
approved stock split and
1:1 bonus issue. The
company board also
approved issuance of
Non-Convertible
Debentures through
Public issue/private
placement for an amount
up to Rs. 500 crore in
tranches.

TheBoard of directorsat
its meeting held on
January 27 has approved
sub-division of oneequity
share of the face value
of Rs. 2 each fully paid-
up into two equity shares
of the face value of Re.
1 each fully paid-up.
Company board also
approved 1:1 bonusissue
i.eonenew fully paid-up
bonus equity share of
face value of Re.1 each
for every one fully paid-
up equity share of face
value of Re.1. Company
has fixed the record date
as Tuesday, March 5,
2024, for the stock split
and bonus, subject to the
approval of shareholders
at the ensuing Extra-
ordinary General Meeting
of the Company
scheduled to be held on
Thursday, February 22,
2024.

For the Q3FY24
company has reported
net profit of Rs. 68 crore,
riseof 81.7% Y-0-Y from
the net profit of Rs. 37.4
crore reported in
Q3FY 23. Asset under
management of the
company rise 54.4% to
Rs. 13,362.1 crore as on
Q3FY 24, rise of 54.4%
Y-o0-Y from Rs. 8,654.5
crore in Q3FY23.

Company has inducted
Mr. L V Prabhakar, Mr.
Shishir Priyadarshi, and
Ms. Nupur Mukherjeeas
additional independent
directors on its Board of
Directors subject to
shareholder approval.
Capri Global is a
diversified Non-Banking
Financial Company
(NBFC) with apresence
across diverse and high
growth segments like
MSME, Affordable
Housing, Construction
Finance segments, and
Car Loan distribution.
Company also forayed
into Gold Loans in Aug
22. Company ispromoted
by first generation
entrepreneur, Mr. Rgjesh
Sharma and listed on
BSE and NSE. With 917
branches in 14 states &
UTs across North and
West India and over
10,150 employees,
company has reported
AUM of Rs. 124 billion
in Q2FY 24. Promoter
Group holds 69.89%
stake in the company as
on 31st Dec 2023. Going
forward company is
targeting AUM of Rs.
300 hillion and earning
target of mid-teen ROE
over mediumtermwitha
strong focus on the
business  segments
including Gold Loan,
Affordable Housing and
MSME loans.

On 16th January 2024,
company received a
composite Corporate
Agency license from the
Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India
(IRDAI) in December
2023 to distribute life,
general, and health
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insurance products.
Company has also
emerged as the Most
Consistent ~ Wealth
Creator in the 28th
Annual Wealth Creation
Study Report (2018-
2023) released by Matilal
Oswal. It has
outperformed the BSE
Sensex in al the last 5
years, and hasthe highest
price CAGR of 50%. It
is also among the fastest
wealth creators in the
period. During the period
of 2018-2023, company
has reported robust
CAGR of 26% in Net
Profit and 33% in Sales.
With the excellent
consistent growth in the
financials, share price of
the company went up by
7.6 times during 2018-
2023.
Intheinsurance business
foray, company is
planning to leverage
technology to
revolutionize the way
insurance products and
servicesaredeliveredto
customers. The
Company is planning to
use data analytics,
artificial intelligence, and
blockchain to deliver
insurance solutions. This
will enable CGCL to

automate claims
processing and customer
support services,

thereby reducing the
cost of operationswhile
improving customer
satisfaction. Hence, the
key goal of the Insurtech
platformwill beto create
an ecosystem of
insurers who can offer
coverage in a more
affordable, customer-
friendly way.

BOB Financial and HPCL launch co-
branded contactlessRuPayCredit Card

Mumbai:BOB Financia
Solutions Limited
(BFSL), awholly-owned
subsidiary of Bank of
Baroda (BoB) and
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd.
(HPCL) — a Maharatna
Central Public Sector
Enterprisein partnership
with National Payments
Corporation of India
(NPCI), have
announced the launch
of HPCL BoBco-branded
contactless RuPayCredit
Card.The card is
designed to reward
customers for spends at
HPCL fuel pumpsaswell

astheHP Pay app. Italso
offers accelerated
rewards for spends on
utilities, grocery and
departmental stores.This
card can be used across
merchants and ATMs
globally through the JCB
network.

Cardholders of
HPCLBoBRuPay
Contactless Credit Card
will be ableto earn up to
24 reward points (per
INR 150 spent) for
spends at HPCL fuel
pumps and on the HP
Pay app. In addition,
cardholders will also
benefit from 1% Fuel

Surcharge Waiver on
fuel purchases at
HPCL pumps or on HP
Pay. Customers who
spend INR 5,000 or
more within 60 days of
card issuance will get
2,000 bonus reward

points.
The co-branded credit
card will offer 10

reward points (per INR
150 spent) on utilities,
grocery and
departmental stores
and 2 reward pointson
other categories. The
card also offers
attractive discount on
movi e ticket bookings.

Jindal SainlesssgnsMoUwith SCTEVT, Odishatotrain
future-ready gainlesssed professonals

Bhubaneswar: Odisha's
State Council for
Technical Education &
Vocational Training
(SCTEVT) today signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Jindal Stainless to
promote  technical
education in the field of
stainless steel and its
various applications.
Under this MoU,
stainless steel courses
will be introduced in al
the Polytechnic colleges
in Odisha from June
2022. The MoU was

SCTE& VT, Shri Reghu
G (IAS) and Unit Head,
Jindal Stainless Limited
(JSL), Shri Deepak
Agrawal. Dignitaries
present at the ceremony
includedChairman,
SCTE&VT and Principa
Secretary to
Government,Skill
Development and
Technical Education
(SDTE) and Industries
Departments, Shri Hemant
Sharma (IAS); Additiona
Secretary, SDTE, Govt of
Odisha, Shri  Tapan
Satpathy (OAS); Resident

signed byViceChairman, Director, JSL, Mr SS

Upadhyay, and General
Manager, Sales &
Distribution, Mr Ranit
Rana.

Commending the
development,Chairman,
SCTEV&T and Principa
Secretary to Government,
SDTE and Industries
Departments, Shri Hemant
Sharma (IAS) said,“ This
collaboration with Jindal
Sainlesswill enhance the
learning experience for
students and faculty baoth,
asitwill givethemingghts
about and practical
exposure to the stainless
stedl industry.
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NewDelhi: Tennis great
Novak Djokovicwonthe
Laureus World
Sportsman of the Year
honour for a record-
extending 5th time after
2012, 2015, 2016 and
2019, while Spain'sWorld
Cup-winningfootball star
Aitana Bonmati won the
World Sportswoman of
the Year award at a star-
studded ceremony in
Madrid on April 22.
Spain's FIFA World Cup-
winning team were
voted as the Laureus
Team of the Year on a
night when the biggest
sports stars took centre
stage in the prestigious
awards ceremony.

England's star footballer
Jude Bellinghamwonthe
L aureus Breakthrough of
the Year award for his

wowrw. Thakalimgachromndele, com

early impact at Real
Madrid. Meanwhile,
legendary  gymnast
Simone Biles was
recognised for her
sensational comeback to
the sport last year.

Tom Brady, a 7-time
Super Bowl champion,
presented Djokovic with
his Sportsman of the
Year Award; Usain
Bolt, the greatest
sprinter of all time,
presented the
Sportswoman of the
Year Award to
Bonmat-; and last
year's winner of the
Breakthrough of the
Year Award, Carlos
Alcaraz, handed the
Laureus for that
category to Bellingham.
Bonmat-, who won the
Ballon d'Or award for

2023, took to the stage
twice — and made
history both times:
firstly, to pick up
Laureus Sportswoman
of the Year and in doing
so become the first
footballer to win the
prestigious Award, and
again to represent the
Spain team which won
the FIFA Women's
World Cup in Australia
and New Zealand.

"I am incredibly
honoured to have won
my fifth Laureus World
Sportsman of the Year
Award. | think back to
2012, when | won it for
the first time as a 24-
year-old. | am very
proud to be here 12
years|ater, reflecting on
a year that brought me
and my fans a lot of

excitement and
success," Djokovic said.
“It was thrilling to
return to Australia last
January and win my
10th title. It is a
tournament that is so
dear to my heart and set
me up for an incredible
12 months. | could not

Sunil Narinerulesout inter national
return for World Cup

NewDel hi:Sunil Narine
has ruled out an
international comeback
during theupcoming T20
World Cup in the
Caribbean and the USA.
The Kolkata Knight
Riders opener, who last
played for the West
IndiesinAugust 2019 and
announced hisretirement
in November 2023, had
teased a return to the
national fold after scoring
hisfirst T20 hundred this
IPL season. "It iswhat it
isbut wewill haveto see
what thefutureholds," he
had told the broadcaster
in a sideline chat when
asked about the prospect
of playing for the West
Indiesagain.

It had led to West Indies
captain Rovman Powell
a so admitting how hehad
been "whispering in the
ears' of Narine to come

out of retirement for
amost 12 months.

But now in a statement
through KKR, Narine
has addressed
speculations about his
international return and
admitted how that "door
isnow closed".

“I'm truly flattered and
humbled that my

performances recently
have moved many people
to publicly express their
wish for me to come out
of retirement and play in
the upcoming T20 World
Cup," Narine said in the
statement.”l have made
peace with that decision
and whilst | never wish
todisappoint, that door is

now closed and | will be
supporting the guyswho
take the field in June for
West Indies. Guys who
haveworked hard for the
past few months and
deserve to show our
wonderful fans that they
are capable of winning
another title- | wish you
all the best," he added.

ave achieved so muc
success without an
incredible team behind
me, and inspirational
rivals who have always
pushed me to be the
best version of myself.
“The Laureus Awards
are so special because
they represent
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recognition from the 69
world-class athletes
who make up the
Laureus World Sports
Academy. To earn the
votes of my sporting
heroes is what makes
these Awards so
coveted in all of sport.

“Finally, this Laureus
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Statuette stands alone
because it represents
more than sporting
achievement. The
Laureus mission of
using sport as a power
for good has been
changing lives for 25
years and embodies the
values of its founding
patron, Nelson
Mandela. | want to add
my support to Laureus
Sport for Good and the
work they are doing to
transform lives around
the  world," he
added.Laureus World
Sportswoman of the
Year, Aitana Bonmat-,
said: “I am honoured to
receive the Laureus for
Sportswoman of the
Year — and | am also
very happy that my
international team-

mates have been
recognised as the Team
of the Year by the
Laureus World Sports
Academy.
“Itishumbling to seethe
list of previous winners
of this Award. From
Serena Williams to
Simone Biles, Lindsey
Vonn, Naomi Osaka and
last year's winner Shelly-
Ann Fraser-Pryce, they are
al incredible ahletes who
have not only excelled in
their chosensports, but have
beenincrediblerolemodds
for younger generations of
youngwomenandgirls.
"Tobethefirs footbaler to
win this Award makes it
even more specia and |
hope to represent my sport
in the same way that those
great champions have
done," sheadded.

'‘Mustafizur enjoys|PL morethan
national duty, less pressurethere

NewDelhi: Bangladesh
pacer Shoriful ISamfeds
that Mustafizur Rahman
enjoys playing in the
Indian Premier League
morethan playing for his
country as the pressure
islesser inthefranchise-
based T20 tournament
compared to what he
faces while turning out
for Bangladesh.
Mustafizur haspicked 11
wicketsin six matches so
far for Chennai Super
Kingsintheongoing IPL.
He has shown through
the course of this season
hisabilitiesat the highest
level against tough
oppositions, even ashe's
had an ordinary 12
months in the
international circuit.

"| watch every game and
every ball Mustafizur
bowls. | talk to him the
day after the matches,"
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Shoriful said. "I think he
[Mustafizur] enjoys
playing in the IPL more
than playing for the
Bangladesh team. It is
because the pressure is
lessthere. Perhaps, there
are alot of expectations
when playing for
Bangladesh and you
come under immense
pressureif you don't play
well," hesaid.

"He (Mustafizur) is
performing regularly. Itis
just that he has been
unable to perform in the
last two or three games
(for the national team).
What | mean by pressure
is that everyone's
expectations are quite
high because of his
performance over the
last couple of years.
Perhaps he couldn't meet

the expectations in the
last one or two games,”
he concluded.

Mustafizur will get three
more gamesto add to his
tally before returning
home. CSK's fixture
against PBKS on May 1
will be his last for the
season, beforejoining up
with the national sgquad
for the Zimbabwe series
that kicks off on May 3.

Ponting, Ganguly 'sure' of Pant making it to World Cup squad

NewDelhi:A fortnight
before the start of IPL
2024, BCCI's medical
team issued a statement
clearing Rishabh Pant -
survivor of a life-
threatening car mishapin
December 2022 - to
resume wicketkeeper-
batter role for his
franchise, Delhi Capitals.
There were
apprehensionsstill, what
with an extensive 14-
month rehab from the
physical and mental toll
of a near-death
experience.

It was understood that
the Indian team
management  would
exercise caution and not
rush thereturn of Pant the
keeper just yet, and
advise DC the same.
Therefore, going into the
new IPL season,
identifying their first-
choice wicketkeeper for
the upcoming T20 World
Cup in the Caribbean &
USA - starting in aweek
after the finale on May
26 - was high on agenda
for national think-tank.
Jitesh Sharma and Ishan
Kishan, who had been
backed in Pant's absence
albeit interchangeably,
were the front-runners.

However, Capitals'
teamsheet had Pant
marked as both captain
and 'keeper for the team
in their tournament
opener against Punjab
Kings, ahead of the
backups Shai Hope and
Tristan Stubbs in the
starting X1. Although the
southpaw's comeback
knock was short-lived, he
passed both the batting
and keeping tests on his
return to competitive
cricket after 453 days.

Now, DC head coach
Ricky Ponting and the
team's Director of
Cricket Sourav Ganguly
have no qualmsclaiming
Pant, having picked up
right from where he | eft,
might just have
leapfrogged his peers to
press a very strong case
for his international
comeback at the World
Cup in the Caribbean.

"I think so, yeah, | think
yes," Ganguly said of
Pant's chances to make
it to India's World Cup
squad. "Only 15 can
make it, but as in any
sport it happens, the most
equipped and the better
onesplay and | think Pant
is definitely in that
bracket, I'm sure he'll be

goingtoWest Indies," the
former BCCI chief noted
at a DC media day in
New Delhi.

"He should bat in the
middle order. Where
exactly isvery difficult to
say in T20 cricket,
because of [factors like]
match-ups, right-left
combinations depending
on who bowls, the
situation of thegame. It's
probably not possiblefor
anyone - rght from no. 3
to 7 - to say with surety
what their fixed position
is. It doesn't work like
that in T20 cricket
especially,"” Ganguly
added on Pant's ideal
batting position.

Pant has donned the
glovesindl eightof DC's
games in IPL 2024 thus
far, seemingly without
any hiccups, and beenthe
team's leading scorer in
the tournament with 254
runs at an average of
36.29 and strike-rate a
shade above 150. While
the bare numbers might
lean into the 'it's like he
never |eft' narrative, it's
been a steady return to
thevintage Rishabh Pant
mould for the destructive
batter. From quashing
doubts that were cast

over just the possibility of
a comeback to rigorous
rehab, to acomposed 18
off 13 on return and
finally atypicaly Pant-
like 55 off 25 against
KKR three innings later.
The middle-order batter
has climbed into the top-
15 of the season'sbatting
charts, andistheonly one
from DC to do so.

Ponting detailed how the
26-year-old hasregained
the confidence on his
body while managing the
increased workloads
over the last month. "It's
pretty obvious that he's
seemingly gotten better

and better every game,”
said the Australian on
Pant's progress.

"I think he'sstarting to get
abit moretrust and belief
inthebody aswell. Early
on he had been alittlebit
apprehensive as to what
hecando, especialy with
thewicketkeeping side of
it. Hehad donealittlebit
of batting comingintothe
tournament, so he had
pretty good trustin hisleg
with the bat in his hand,
but I think what we're
seeing with his ability to
play every game as a
keeper sofar, | think he's
batting is getting better

and better by the game.
"I've been asked a lot
aready thelast couple of
weeks now that he's
back playing what cold
be his World Cup
chances. | think helll be
in the squad for sure.
He's too good a player
and can have too much
of an impact on games
for Indiato not pick him,"
the former Australian
captain said.

Axar Patel, who has
played with Pant at both
Dc and for India, shed
light on Pant's growth
following the accident.
"The Rishabh Pant I'm

seeing after ayear and a
half isalot more mature
now, and has alot more
patience | think.

"He even talks very
maturely now. He often
talksabout taking timein
the middle and finishing
games for the team,
whereasearlier it used to
be al about wanting to
proveor show something.
He's gtill the same with
the bat in hand, scoring
the way he did earlier
and backing hisshots[on
thefield, but] he'scalmed
down a lot, and doesn't
get angry as often over
trivial things."

Ponting noted that while
Pant may have a fresh
perspective on life now,
but there isn't an iota of
doubt regarding his
approach and attitude on
thefield.

"I don't think he's
changed much as a
cricketer, to be honest.
The way he thinks about
life now might bealittle
bit different than it was
before. He's been facing
pretty terrifying times.
You think about the
accident in isolation, but
then the thought of
maybe never playing
cricket again and not

being able to do what he
loveswould have been a
nightmare for anyone.
You know, the extent of
hisinjury - even when |
first saw him and that
wasin the middle of |ast
year'sIPL - | must admit
I had concerns if he was
going to play again as
well. But he's worked
incredibly hard.

"Thisfranchise has been
very, very supportive of
everything they can to
give him the chance to
get back to full fitness
again and right now |
mean he'snot very far off
being at full fitness. I'm
sure all you guys have
watched him closely
every game you know
he's running between the
wickets well, he's
keeping really well, he's
lost nothing with his
hand-eye coordination
with the gloves, he's
moving well. More
importantly, when | saw
himjust after the accident
obviously there wasn't
much to be happy about
for him, but now that he's
back playing and playing
well, he's got the smile
[back] on his face again
and that's the most
important thing."
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