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PRESIDENT’S GREETINGS ON THE EVE OF VAISAKHI, VISHU,
BISHUB, BAHAG BIHU, Poila Boishakh, VAISHAKHADI and PUTHANDU
NewDelhi,(KCN):The
President of India, Smt.
Droupadi Murmu in her
message on the eve of
Vaisakhi, Vishu, Bishub,
Bahag Bihu, Poila
Boishakh, Vaishakhadi
and Puthandu, which are
being celebrated on 13th
and 14th April, 2024 has
said:-
“On the auspicious
occasion of Vaisakhi,
Vishu, Bishub, Bahag
Bihu, Poila Boishakh,
Vaishakhadi and
Puthandu, I extend
warm greetings and
good wishes to all

Indians living in India and
abroad.
        These festivals
celebrated in various
parts of India are vibrant

expressions of our
diverse cultural
heritage. These
festivals promote unity,
harmony and
brotherhood. All these
festivals as symbols of
social harmony,
generate new energy
and enthusiasm into our
lives. Through these
festivals, we honor the
hard work of our
‘Annadata'  farmers
and express our
gratitude towards them.
        May these
festivals bring prosperity
and peace in everyone's life”.

‘Precarious’ security situation in Myanmar: India relocates staff from consulate in Sittwe
New Delhi(KCN):
India Friday said it
relocated its staff from its
consulate in
Myanmarese city of
Sittwe to Yangon in view
of the precarious
security situation in that
region of Myanmar.
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said India is
closely monitoring the
situation in Myanmar,
adding the Indian
consulate in Mandalay
remains functional.

Asked about reports of
kidnapping of three Indian
youths, he said the Indian
embassy is working on the
matter and hoped that they
would be back home soon.
Several parts of Myanmar
have been witnessing
intense fighting between
the military junta and
resistance forces. The
resistance forces have
already captured several
towns.
The anti-junta forces
seized control of several
military bases and a

command centre at
Myawaddy last week.
Jaiswal said the security
situation in Myanmar
remains “precarious”
and is deteriorating.
“We are closely
monitoring the security
situation in Myanmar,
particularly in the
Rakhine State.
Necessary steps have
been taken to ensure the
safety of our citizens,”
he said at his weekly
media briefing.
“We have temporarily

relocated our staff at
CGI (Consulate General
of India) Sittwe to
Yangon. Our Consulate
in Mandalay remains
fully functional,” Jaiswal
said.
The fall of Myawaddy
was seen as significant as
it is Myanmar’s main
transit point for trade with
Thailand.
The resistance forces
have already captured
many key trading points
along the borders with
India, China and

Bangladesh.
Myanmar has been
witnessing wide-spread
violent protests
demanding restoration of
democracy since the
military seized power in
the coup on February 1,
2021.
Rakhine state and many
other regions have
reported severe fighting
between armed ethnic
groups and the
Myanmarese military
since October last year.
The hostilities between

the two sides saw a rapid
spike since November in
several key Myanmarese
towns and regions near
the border with India as
well fuelling concerns in
New Delhi over the
possible ramifications for
security of Manipur and
Mizoram.
On the reports of
abduction of three
Indians, Jaiswal said “our
embassy is seized of the
matter. They are working
on it and hopefully, we will
be able to get them out.”

Odisha poll officials who suffer heat stroke to
get cashless treatment in private hospitals

Ex-Odisha minister
Kamala Das dies at 79
Cuttack(KCN): Former
Odisha minister Kamala
Das died at a hospital in
Cuttack in the early
hours of Friday, her
family said.
Das, 79, was admitted to
a private hospital in
Bhubaneswar two
weeks ago after she
complained of chest pain.
During the course of the
treatment she was
diagnosed with a lung
infection, they said.
Later, she was shifted to
a hospital in Cuttack, they
added.
Das was on ventilator
support for the last three
days. She died around
12.30 am. Her body was

taken to her hometown,
Bhograi, where the last
rites will be held, her family
said.
It can be informed here
that Das was first elected
as an MLA in 1990 from
the Bhograi seat in

Balasore district on a
Janata Dal ticket. She
was re-elected in 1995,
and then again in 2000
as a BJD candidate.
She served as MoS for
Education & Youth
Services and MoS for
Health & Family
Welfare in the Biju
Patnaik government.
She was also the
Woman and Child
Development Minister
in the Naveen Patnaik
government.
Das was dropped as a
minister in 2001.
Following that, she
switched over to the
Congress. She returned
to the BJD in 2014.

Violence erupts in Manipur again; three injured in
gunfight between Meitei, Kuki insurgents

Imphal(KCN): Three
persons were injured in
a gunfight between
armed village volunteers
and unidentified gunmen
at Pelyang village in
Manipur’s Tengnoupal
district on Friday,
officials said.
“There was a gunfight
between Meitei and
Kuki insurgents at

Pelyang village in
Tengnoupal district,
around 25 km from the
boundary of Thoubal at
Heirok,” police said.
“Three Meitei insurgents
sustained injuries, but they
are currently stable. The
incident took place under
Machi police station in
Tengnoupal district.
Meitei women have

taken out rallies in some
areas in protest against
the attack by Kukis,”
police added.
Meanwhile, additional
state and central police
forces have been
rushed to the area to
bring the situation under
control, they said.
In another
development, unknown
men torched a saw mill
near Pallel in Kakching
district adjacent to
Thoubal district in the
early hours of Friday.
“Fire tenders were
rushed to the spot but
the mill was gutted,”
police said. Security
forces have launched
operations to arrest the
perpetrators, police
said.

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Ahead of the
simultaneous Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections
in Odisha, which will be
held amid expected hot
and humid conditions in
May-June, the state
government Friday said
polling officials who
suffer from heat stroke
will receive cashless
treatment in private
hospitals under the Biju
Swasthya Kalyan Yojana
(BSKY).

Health and Family
Welfare department
secretary Shalini Pandit
issued a directive to
private hospitals enrolled
in the BSKY to extend
cashless treatment to
affected poll officials.
“In addition to all BSKY
package treatments, all
persons on election duty
shall also be provided
cashless treatment in
empanelled private
hospitals in case of heat
stroke during the polls,”

the letter said.Polling
officials can avail this
benefit by presenting
their appointment/

engagement order, the
letter said.
“The empanelled private
hospitals should raise the

bill in offline mode as per
BSKY package rates to
State Health Assurance
Society for necessary
payment,” the letter said.
Elections in the state are
scheduled in four phases
May 13, 20, 25, and June
1.Earlier, the chief electoral
officer of Odisha had
assured arrangements to
counter the heat in all
polling booths, including
adequate drinking water
facilities, shelters, and other
necessities.

Pratihari servitors to guard Puri Jagannath
temple to prevent entry of non Hindus

Puri(KCN): In order to prevent the entry of non-
Hindus, the Sri Jagannath temple administration in
Puri has decided to deploy “Pratiharis,” a traditional
servitor community, within the temple premises.
The decision comes in response to several incidents
of non-Hindus gaining access to the temple, as
stated by Secretary of the Pratihari Nijog,
Ramachandra Gochhikar, during a press briefing
Friday.
Currently, Pratiharis are present from the opening
to the closing of the temple, primarily working
within its confines.
However, with the increasing number of non-Hindu
visitors to the Sri Jagannath temple, the Pratihari
Nijog, in consultation with the temple administration,
has decided to station two Pratihari servitors at the
main gate starting April 14.
Gochhikar said this service will eventually be
extended to all four gates of the temple.

Inter-State Co-Ordination Meeting Between Odisha
Police And West Bengal Police Held For Safe Elections
Cuttack(KCN): An
inter-state coordination
meeting was arranged
with senior police officers
from the neighbouring
state of West Bengal on
Friday. The event took
place at the state police
headquarters in Cuttack
to conduct an impartial
and crime-free General
Election 2024, to be held
in four phases in May and
June.
The meeting was
attended by high-ranking
officials, including the
Director General of State
Police, Arun Kumar
Sarangi, Additional

Director General of
Police (Headquarters),
R. K. Sharma and
Director (Intelligence),
Saumendra Priyadarshi.
West Bengal’s DGP,
Sanjay Mukhopadhyay,
along with senior police
officers and SPs of
border districts, were
also present in the
meeting.
Since the borders of

Balswar and Mayurbhanj
districts are adjacent to
West Bengal, the senior
police officers stressed
the need for peaceful,
impartial and crime-free
elections in these districts.
DGP Sarangi emphasised
the importance of curbing
the trafficking of deadly
drugs like brown sugar,
particularly from places
like Lalgola, Murshidabad,

and Bardhaman in West
Bengal.
The meeting discussed in
detail the enforcement of
strict checks at border toll
gates, vehicle inspections
at sensitive locations, and
the prevention of illegal
activities such as
weapons, liquor, drug
trade and money
laundering. The arrest of
the inter-state criminals
was also on the agenda.
The meeting revealed that
a special plan has been
prepared to identify
sensitive areas of drug
smuggling and prevent
election-related violence.

Other topics included
intelligence sharing,
countering fake news on
social media, joint
inspections at inter-state
toll gates, monitoring
money transactions
through UPI ID,
preventing  cybe r
c r imes  and  curb ing
cannabis smuggling.
The  mee t ing
conc luded  wi th  the
dec i s ion  o f  spec i a l
measures being taken
to  app rehend
c r imina l s  w i th
warrants and habitual
offenders, ensuring a
safe and fair election.

Temperature Likely To Rise By 6-8 Degree
Celsius In Next 4 Days In Odisha

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Temperature across
Odisha is likely to rise by
6-8 degree Celsius,
predicted the weather
department.
IMD has predicted the
return of hotter days
again with the rise in day
temperature by 6-8
degree Celsius in the

next four days. The
weather department’s
latest report suggests
that the maximum
temperature is mostly
likely to spike to over 35-
40 degree Celsius by
coming Monday.
The temperature may
reach 44 degrees by
April 17, informed

Umashankar Das, senior
scientist at IMD’s
regional centre in
Bhubaneswar.
“After April 13, the
temperature will start
increasing and may reach
43-44 degrees by April
17. Higher humidity will
remain in the coastal
regions,” Das said.
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Ecological Management Of Mettur Reservoir
: An achievement by ICAR-CIFRI

Kolkata(KCN):Mettur
reservoir is one of India's
largest reservoirs.It
significantly impacts on
both fish production and
industries. Many issues
were there in this
reservoir such as low
water quality, disposal of
wastewater and wrong
fishing techniques. Small
and rare fish catching
affected fisheries
t h e r e . I C A R - C I F R I
introduced Ecosystem
Health Card based on
fish production, water
quality and environmental
model.
The venture had been
done during pre-monsoon,
monsoon and post-
monsoon in Lentic,

Intermediate and Lotic
zones. In Mettur
reservoir, the observed
value of the water quality
indicators such as pH,
Turbidity, dissolved
oxygen, BOD,
Chlorophyll, Nitrate, and
Phosphate were 7.42-
12.07, 71-659, 2.67-13.56
mg1-1, 0.8-14.7 ug 1-1,
0.11-1.7 mg1-1, and 0.32-
2.44 mg1-1 respectively.
The disposal from the
Industries like Mettur
Sewage Treatment Plant
and Mettur Thermal
Power Plant varied the
scores of the individual
zones. In Lentic zone,
this scored 63% and
water quality 100%. So,
this zone was classified

in “C” grade in which
standard level got
matched with desired
level of fair water quality
and fisheries. In
Intermediate zone, water
quality scored 64%. It
ranked highest with
grade “B” showing 61-
80% samples of needed
standard along with good
water quality and
fisheries. Lotic zone
was categorized into
“B” with lowest score
overall. Here water
quality got 62% with
less possibility of fish
production.
Overall, Mettur
reservoir received grade
“B” in water quality and
fisheries by ICAR-

CIFRI. The reservoir can
produce up to 162 kgha-
1yr-1 of fish. But its
current fishing is only
84.88 kgha-1yr-1. Well
management resources
can cover it up. The
ecosystem model
indicates that the
reservoir is endangered
as the total primary
production value is 7.8.
According to ICAR-
CIFRI, immediate steps
should be taken to control
the catching of small
fishes for balancing
ecological strategy.
Furthermore, stock
enhancement is
necessary for overall
development of this
reservoir.

ECoR RPF seized 1060 KG of
contraband in three months

Bhubaneswar,(KCN):RPF East Coast Railway conducted drives against illegal transportation of contraband
items for the period from January to March-2024 and during such drives, 56 cases were detected, contraband
articles (Ganja) 1060 Kg, valued Rs.81,21,905/- were seized with arrest of 88 outsiders and handed over to
concerned departments for further legal action under NDPS Act.

Kulesika Joins BJP

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
In a major setback for
BJD for Laxmipur
Assembly segment,
former MLA and BJD
leader Kailash Kulesika
joined the BJP today.
Shri  joined the BJP in
presence of State
President Manmohan
Samal and other leaders,
a day after BJD denied
him MLA ticket from
Laxmipur.
The BJD re-nominated

sitting MLA Prabhu Jani
from the Laxmipur
assembly constituency
for the upcoming
elections, on Thursday.
This decision marks a
departure from Shri
Kulesika’s expectations,
as he had hoped to
secure the BJD
nomination after joining
the party in 2021.
“I joined the BJD after
the party promised me to
give ticket for the

Laxmipur Assembly
seat. But, the party
betrayed me by denying
ticket in this election,”
alleged Shri Kulesika.
He also alleged that BJD
assured him to give
Special Development
Council (SDC) and Rs 1
crore after the elections,
but he denied it and joined
the BJP. “People will give
BJD a befitting reply for
betraying me,” he added.
After joining him in the

party, BJP’s hope to win
the Assembly seat for the
first time since
independence has been
brighten.
Shri Kulesika, an active
organiser in the tribal area,
was elected to State
Assembly once in 2014
from Congress ticket.
However, he lost the 2019
Assembly election on a
Congress ticket to BJD
Nominee  by a slender
margin of 229 votes.

Subsequently, he
switched his allegiance
to BJD, anticipating a
favourable outcome in
the party’s ticket
allocation process.
However, the BJD
fielded sitting
Lawmaker.
Meanwhile, Senior
leader of BJD and vice-
president of its Bhadrak
district unit Asit Patnaik
along with his supporters
joined Congress
yesterday.
He joined the party in
presence of Odisha
Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC)
president Sarat Patnaik,
Campaign Committee
chief Bhakta Charan
Das and other senior
leaders of the party
including Niranjan
Patnaik.
Speaking to the media,
OPCC president said
Asit will not strengthen
the party organisation in
Bhadrak district but also
the entire state. It is an
indication of Congress’
bright chances in the
elections to form
government in Odisha,
he added.

Cricket Connects Tibetan & Local

Chandragiri(KCN):
His Holiness Dalai Lama
has always advised
Tibetans to keep cordial
relations with local
population.
Keeping in mind the
advice of Reverend
Guruji, Phuntsokling
Tibetan Settlement
(PTS) Office organized
Cricket Tournament at
Chandragiri, thanks to
the efforts of Chief
Administrator PTS,
Khenpo Pema Tenphel.
And for the first time, a
10-days long cricket
tournament was
organized at the Land of
Tibetans at Chandragiri
in Gajapati district.
The Tibetan Settlement
Office in the district has
organized the
tournament, which

concluded on 10 April.
The tournament was
named after Legendary
Leader and Former Chief
Minister Kalinga Veera
Biju Patnaik.It has
witnessed an
overwhelming response
from the Tibetans and
they wholeheartedly
participated and enjoyed
sports.
The first cricket
tournament was named
as Kalinga Veera  Biju
Patnaik as former CM
Biju Babu has helped the
Tibetans to settle in
Gajapati district, said
Khenpo Pema Tenphell,
Chief Administrator,
Phuntsokling Tibetan
Settlement.
As many as 12 teams
including a team of
Tibetans participated in

the tournament.
Final competition was
played between
Ramagiri and
Chandragiri Team and
Ramagiri Team became
the Champion.
A cash prize of Rs 20,000
along with a trophy was
presented to the winning
team in a ceremony held
after the tournament.
Teams participated in
Semi Final were also
honoured, said sources.
Ramagiri College Principal
Priyadarshini Patnaik, Zilla
Parishad Member, Sunil
Patnaik, Sarpanch Rajani
Pradhan and others
graced the occasion.
The organizers have
decided to invite more
teams to take part in the
tournament in the coming
years.
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My Kaziranga Tale
Prof.MANAS RANJAN MAHAPATRA

My narration of the
story of Bipul
Mahanta,my friend
,brother of Prafulla
K u m a r
M a h a n t a , f o r m e r
Chief Minister of
Assam,has nothing to
do with Bipul as a
person.I have
experienced rising of
the family members
of Ministers ,
Politicians and
Bureaucrats to top
positions in
G o v e r n m e n t
O r g a n i s a t i o n s
including NBT and
Sahitya Akademi,but
Bipul was a
difference.He applied
for the post of
Assistant Editor in

NBT and was offered
the post of an
Editorial Assistant.
Alas,his brother was
then Chief Minister
of Assam.A phone
call was sufficient,but
Bipul never
wanted.His madness
was different,but he
was a man of
integrity.He could
have managed the job
of a Reader in the
University ,but
preferred to remain a
lecturer in a College
than becoming a
Reader as CM's
brother.I am told that
later,when his sister
in law contested
election,he openly
campaigned against
her.
We were passing
through Koliabor.I
was feeling like
m e e t i n g
Bipul,embracing him
after so many
years..my dear mad
friend.But I did not

have either his
number or
a d d r e s s . A n d , t h e
night was fast
a p p r o a c h i n g . We
moved towards
Numaligarh.
It came to my mind
that we should
inform the Caretaker
that we will reach
late and will take
dinner,for Aiyusman
had already
frightened us by
saying that we can't
get anything to eat
outside after 8
pm....our only resort
is the Numaligarh
Refinery Guest
House.I telephoned
the Caretaker of the
Guest House.
But the response I
got frightened me
more...the gentleman
at the other end
replied that he has to
find out from the
register if we have
confirmed booking
as our names could

not be
located,instead there
were two rooms
booked for the NRL
Hospital.Aiyusman
started joking...Sir,if
we reach and find
that we don't have
reservation,we may
have to spend the
night with Rhinos as
Kaziranga is next
door.
It took us half an hour
to cross Kaziranga,so
huge ! Aiyusman
informed that
Kaziranga has opened
just two days back. We
did not have a
booking,else we could
have stayed there
.....with Rhinos as
Aiyusman wanted.We
reached Numaligarh.
My anxiety was over
when I found that there
are rooms booked for
us.Satish and I relaxed
over a glass of whisky
and we went to dine.We
were tired,soon deep
sleep embraced us.

I got early in the
morning,so fresh.The
friend in the kitchen
provided a cup of black
tea and I walked out to
d i s c o v e r
Numaligarh.What I
discovered was
fabulous.
Numoli Kunwori (
Numali Kumari ) was
the daughter of Cachari
King after the name of
whom Numaligarh has
been named.It was a
fort and the fort has 3
stories,all revolving
around Numoli
Kunwori.
The first story
is,Numoli Kunwori
was the princess of
Cachar kingdom .The
king was old and
ailing.There were a lot
of enemies
around.Suddenly the
king died.But, Numoli
did not disclose it
outside and ascended
throne.People came to
know about it and
started accusing her

that she did not allow
them to pay their last
respect to their beloved
king.It created a lot of
repentance in the mind
of Numoli as she kept
the news of her father's
death secret.Moved by
her own repentance and
emotion ,she jumped
to the river and
committed suicide.
The second story is
e q u a l l y
t r a g i c . N u m o l i
Kunwori ,princess of
Cahra Kingdom grew
up and took charge of
the Kingdom from her
father.She was a
b r i l l i a n t
administrator.but failed
in love with a
Commoner.Those days
royal people were not
allowed to marry
commoners.Failing to
maintain a balance
between own love with
a commoner and the
responsibility as a
ruler,she jumped to the
river and committed

suicide.
The third story is comic
and pleasing.Numoli
Kunwori,daughter of
the Cachari King,was in
love with a Naga young
man.The king accepted
his daughter's love and
got them married.He
constructed a Fort (
Garh ) and gave the vast
area as well as the fort
to his daughter.Numoli
and her Naga husband
remained happily and
their children ruled
over the area for
centuries.
Time was getting ripe to
prepare to proceed to
Dimapur.I saw a small
river 'Kalyani ' flowing
nearby.Numaligarh
Refinery has 3 Guest
Houses,Doyang,Dhanshiri
and River View,the third
one at the bank of the
river.The caretaker is a
youth graduated from
IHM,Guwahati where I
used to teach as a Guest
Faculty.
But the Riverview

Guest House was under
r e n o v a t i o n . T h e
caretaker offered me a
cup of tea,he was
probably impressed by
my talking.
'I will come very soon
again and will possibly
stay in this Guest
House,'I told the
Caretaker of River
View Guest House and
returned to our one to
get ready to move to
Dimapur.
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Shab-e-Qadr: The Night
of Decree in Islam

Waris Nissar

Introduction:
Shab-e-Qadr, also
known as the Night of
Decree or Power, holds
immense significance in
Islam. It is believed to
be the night when the
Quran was first
revealed to Prophet
Muhammad (peace be
upon him) by Allah
through the Angel
Gabriel. This sacred
night falls within the last
ten days of Ramadan,
with particular
emphasis on the odd-
numbered nights,
especially the 27th
night. Muslims around
the world observe this
night with intense
devotion, prayer, and
seeking forgiveness.
Historical Context:
The importance of
Shab-e-Qadr is
emphasized in the
Quran itself, where it is
described as "better
than a thousand
months" (Surah Al-
Qadr, 97:3). This
indicates the
extraordinary value and
blessings associated
with this night.
According to Islamic
tradition, the exact date

of Shab-e-Qadr was
intentionally concealed
to encourage believers
to seek it earnestly
during the last ten nights
of Ramadan.
S p i r i t u a l
Significance:
Shab-e-Qadr is a time
for Muslims to engage
in various acts of
worship, seeking
spiritual closeness to
Allah and seeking
forgiveness for past
sins. It is believed that
during this night, angels
descend to the earth,
bringing blessings and
mercy. Muslims spend
the night in prayer,
recitation of the Quran,
supplication (dua), and
reflection. It  is
considered an
opportunity for
believers to purify their
hearts and strengthen
their connection with
Allah.
Observance and
Rituals:
Muslims observe
Shab-e-Qadr with
special prayers known
as Taraweeh, which are
performed in
congregation at
mosques. Many
Muslims also engage in
I'tikaf, a spiritual retreat
where they seclude
themselves in the
mosque for the last ten
days of Ramadan,
focusing solely on
worship and

c o n t e m p l a t i o n .
Additionally, charitable
acts and acts of
kindness are
encouraged during this
blessed night.
Seeking Laylat al-
Qadr:
While the 27th night of
Ramadan is commonly
associated with Shab-
e-Qadr, Islamic
tradition holds that it
could fall on any of the
odd-numbered nights
of the last ten days of
Ramadan. Therefore,
Muslims are
encouraged to seek
Laylat al-Qadr
fervently throughout
this period, dedicating
themselves to worship
and supplication.
Conclusion:
Shab-e-Qadr holds
immense spiritual
significance in Islam,
representing a night of
divine mercy,
forgiveness, and
blessings. Muslims
around the world
observe this sacred
occasion with devotion
and sincerity, seeking
spiritual elevation and
closeness to Allah.
Through prayers,
recitation of the Quran,
and acts of charity,
believers strive to make
the most of this
auspicious night, hoping
to attain its countless
blessings and rewards.
warisnissar46@gmail.com

HAPPINESS AND SMILE
Prof. Dr. Umesh Chandra Patra

One quality that
is important to develop
spiritually is to be loving
and kind to all. This is
often symbolized by one
physical gesture that
each of us can learn to
make. We can bring joy
into our environment just
by smiling. A smile on
our face can brighten the
lives of all we meet.
When we face life’s
challenges, it is hard to
smile. When we have
problems at work and the

boss is making difficult
demands on us it may be
hard to smile. When we
are criticized for our
mistakes, we tend to
frown. It is hard for
parents to smile when
they are taking care of
the child’s every need at
the expense of their own
or dealing with a child’s
tantrums. But if we can
learn to smile in the face
of the challenges of
parenting, we will be
providing a model for that
child to also grow up and
smile in the face of life’s
difficulties. This will bring
one more smiling person
into the world.

The reality
principle and pleasure
principle are two
competing concepts in
psychology. The pleasure
principle is the concept in
which people seek
pleasure and avoid
suffering in order to

satisfy their biological and
psychological needs. As
people mature, the
pleasure-seeking is
modified by the reality
principle, in which the
search for satisfaction
does not take the most
direct routes, but instead
postpones attainment of
its goal in accordance
with conditions imposed
by the outside world, or
in other words, deferred
gratification. Thus, the
reality principle
acknowledges external
circumstances, and takes
them into account, rather
than acting and making
decisions just based on
seeking pleasure and
avoiding suffering in the
short term.

When we smile,
our immune system is
stronger, and we are
better able to resist
diseases when in good
health. Smiling is a

wonderful way to dispel
a tense situation. It helps
relieve the pressure of
life and puts us in a
relaxed state. Going jolly
and laughing has a
component to our mental
health. Those same
happy hormones can
keep us feeling mentally
good. This can help turn
around the feeling of
being in the doldrums.
Life hands each of us
problems. Problems are
a normal part of life. It is
up to us whether we
choose to be depressed
about them and go about
with sadness surrounding
us, or we choose to smile.
Our problem may not go
away immediately, but
we can face them boldly.

So let us 'go jolly'
and turn our long face
into a smiling face as we
go about our life. We will
find we are not only
happier ourselves but

that it has a ripple effect.
We add happiness to our
environment. The people
around us in turn radiate
happiness, which returns
to us. Over time, this
smiling atmosphere
spreads. Little by little,
smiles will emanate from
us to our households. From
our households, it spreads
to our neighbourhoods and
communities. Then each
community, spreading
happiness, can radiate to
the whole world. Let us
bring forward the
happiness we experience
in meditation to our outer
lives and make sure we
wear a smile wherever we
go and gift a smile to
whoever we meet.

Prof. Hepatology
Deptt. S.C.B.

Medical College,
Cuttack, Ph :
9437051957,

E-mail :
drumeshchandra123patra@gmail.com

Character-building
Jasaswini Pattanaik

C h a r a c t e r
primarily refers to the
assembly of qualities that
distinguish one individual
from another. ‘Be honest,
moderate, sincere;’ this line
from Hamlet tells us that the
term ‘character’ consists of
a wide variety of attributes,
including the existence or
lack of virtues such as
integrity, courage, fortitude,
honesty, humility and
loyalty, or of the prevalence
of good behaviour or
habits. Our character is who
we are even when no one is
watching. Abraham Lincoln
once said,“Character is like
a tree and reputation like its
shadow. The shadow is
what we think of it; the tree
is the real thing.” Moral

character is the bedrock of
values on which our
thoughts, speech and
actions are built. A strong
character is developed by
what we do for others, but
it is not dependent on what
others think of us. The
greatest test of a man’s
character is how he takes
charge of his own life.
Character formation, being
the goal of education,
deals with the individual
and the entire system of his
thoughts, beliefs, habits,
values and his personality.
The wonderful thing about
character and
integrity,which are
intimately related, is that no
one can ever forcefully
take them from you.Your
character is who you are;
it defines you and guides
your actions. Our character
depends on how we behave
when faced with challenges

and adversities. However,
character is not built in a
day, but it is forged little
by little, day by day.

A sincere,
concentrated and patient
effort is needed to develop
a good character. When
somebody asked Gandhiji,
“What is your goal in
education?” he
r e p l i e d , “ C h a r a c t e r -
building”.Martin Luther
King also felt that the
function of education was
to teach one to think
intensively and to think
critically.He believed
intelligence plus character
should be the goal of true
education. However,
character is above
intellectual knowledge.
Education, by itself, is
valueless without
character.An ounce of
virtue is worth years of
scientific knowledge and

skill-building. The qualities
that have truly set great
men apart are — vision,
integrity, courage,
understanding, the power
of articulation, and
profundity of character.
The objective of education
and training,should be to
build a man’s character.
So,we must  have the
ability and opportunity
for the assimilation of
ideas for life-building
and character-making.

It is incomplete,
if  s tudents are taught
everything under  the
universe except how to
develop thei r  own
character. Therefore,we
must keep the following
precepts in mind: 1. As
long as  rewards  and
punishments  are  the
pr imary motives  for
performance,  we can
hope for  a  good

performance,  but  we
cannot hope for a good
character.  2 .Truth ,
harmony and liberty are
underlying principles of
a person having an ideal
character. 3.There is a
need to introspect on our
present value system and
to try to reinforce moral
standards. 4. Education
should teach the young
minds that it is in sharing
and caring that the world
can progress  towards
goodness. 5. Ethics of
teaching is based on the
rich ethical inner self of
teachers.  So, teachers
and educators should be
t ra ined as  value
educators. 6. Man should
have an ideal character
with a  compassionate
heart.Every effort should
be made to utilise education
for the purpose of
divinising man.

Chairperson, Nalanda
Public School, Cuttack

E-mail :
nalandapublicschoolcda.nps@gmail.com
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THE SIGNIFICANT ROLE OF WOMEN IN POLITICS & ELECTION
UMA SHANKAR PRASAD

ONE MORE NATIONAL ELECTION TO END A FRACTURED MANDATE
M.R.LALU

Nearly one billion
voters in the world’s
largest democracy
will walk to their
respective polling
booths to vote and
elect a new
government. This
momentous journey
of India as a
democracy has been
t r e m e n d o u s l y
m e a n i n g f u l
throughout its post-
colonial life.
Upholding its defined
democratic values
enshrined in the
constitution, India has
made a place among
the comity of nations
that have chosen to
adhere to the path of
democracy. There
have always been
divergent views on its
democratic essence,
especially criticizing
its evolutionary
practices. We were
always under scanner
from agencies and
groups and countries
across the globe that
looked at India as a
wonder, a landscape
that houses the
world’s largest
population and the
one that has been
faced with
u n s p e a k a b l e
instances of colonial
aggression and
invasion for
centuries. Still it

never failed to grow
as a democracy that
according to
Narendra Modi is a
glorious wonder that,
in his case, made a
‘chaiwala’ its Prime
Minister. Yet its
growth as a unique
society that holds the
largest cultural and
regional diversity
with its civilizational
unity underpinning its
essential existence
was denounced.
There have been
consistent efforts to
demean, manipulate
a n d
disproportionately
discourage its pride
as a great civilization
and its efforts to
regain and revitalize
its cultural roots have
been viewed as a
m a j o r i t a r i a n
belligerence. Though
India’s aspiration to
emerge as a global
power has been
gaining momentum
under the regime of
Narendra Modi, it has
also been
deliberately vilified
for this aspirational
growth. The national
election we are
marching for is
expected to further
strengthen the
aspirations of India
and give it a fresh
fillip.
Being Indians we have
credible reasons to
stay humble in a
world that is deeply
polarized in the name
of religion, region
and ideological
differences. And

being the largest
population and the
fastest growing
economy, we still
have reasons to
remain resoundingly
joyful and
d i s t r e s s i n g l y
concerned as well.
The diversity that we
are and the unity that
we drumbeat about
while ravages of war
and ethnic conflicts
cripple the dreamy
fortunes of a large
segment of the world
population, India still
survives on what it
consciously calls its
c i v i l i z a t i o n a l
alignment that is by
habit and principle
accommodative and
the collective
wellbeing of the
populace is being set
as a reason for its
survival. India’s G20
Presidency was of
course an indication,
a journey that we
decided to take the
world which is
infested by a mix of
b u l l y i n g ,
intransigence and
greed through the
glorious wisdom of
V a s u d h a i v a
Kutumbakam(World
is one family). The
world is shaken by
political turmoil and
sectarian dissonance
and many more
destructive factors
and at times what we
face in India is a
replica of what the
world is reeling under.
There is a new mood
of confrontation
sweeping through its

underbelly and all that
has been disruptive
cannot be solved with
political activism
alone. For that even
d e m o c r a c y
sometimes fails to
bring actual solutions.
There, we as a nation
need to grow beyond
petty political
gambles and
understand our value
as a peaceful
civilization that holds
the power to console
the perils of people
across the globe.
Elections every term
put India through
tremors of
disenchantments and
excitements. But
there is an
u n q u e s t i o n a b l e
enthusiasm spiraling
through our
m e t a p h o r i c a l
motherland Bharat
that houses almost
18% of the total
world’s population in
every election season.
In truth electoral
democracy of India
remains undisrupted
with a large number of
the country’s
population turning out
for casting its votes.
Almost a turnout of
960 million voters
will be controlled and
helped exercise their
franchise by 15
million or more
polling officials
through more than a
million polling
booths under the
country’s powerful
E l e c t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n .
Democracy by all

means especially in
the season of
election is a festive
occasion for its
people irrespective
of diverging political
views acrimoniously
staying face to face
a d m o n i s h i n g l y
screeching on one
another. Above all,
the supreme judicial
establishment on
which the country
has full faith
frequently pulls up
the politically
a u t h o r i t a r i a n
demeanors of the
executive asking it
fierce questions. The
latest interventions
by the judiciary had
shaken the political
parties off their saga
of electoral bonds,
asking them to be
accountable and also
commanding the
bank to reveal the
real line of
contributors. By the
apex court
scrambling it forever,
the parties are turned
a mirror on to reflect
as to what should be
the depth of clarity
and integrity and
alertness that the
electorate seeks
through the process
of democracy. In the
lead up to the
p a r l i a m e n t a r y
elections, every term
we witness an
u n s o l i c i t e d
combination of
parties shamelessly
teaming for
relevance and the
government piling up
cases against

opposition parties
with an attitude of
d e l i b e r a t e
warmongering. Apart
from that, there is a
harsh temperament
active in the air
throughout this
period. That even a
mild disagreement
and verbal clash on
religious matters
grow into severe
c o n f l a g r a t i o n
exposing its volatility
as a fraught society.
Though democracy is
expected to hold a
sway on disruptive
tendencies, it
sometimes fails to
maintain amiability.
There are instances
of instant
provocation leading
to the destruction of
public property,
while collective and
r e v e n g e f u l
collaboration of
aggressive people
block life of common
man extensively with
riots and riotous
behavior, India is still
known for its best
d e m o c r a t i c
credentials. Again,
there are instances
wherein the
disenchantment goes
deeper as its
democratic practices
fail to deliver justice
to its citizens equally.
Given such realities,
we have to also
appreciate its
attempts to shed
imprints of
colonialism. The
present government,
in a remarkable
display of

determination, began
to change our
approach to our true
existence. Its efforts
to democratically
bring India’s
suppressed cultural
ethos to recognition,
has infused more
confidence in the
collective thoughts
of its people. It is
democracy and
democracy alone is
helping the country
in its march towards
progress. And it will
be the single reason
that would ensure its
growth. Its
development for all
is its criteria for
survival. Pakistan that
chose to become a
theocratic state has
perished almost
everywhere while
India kept its
momentum of
p r o g r e s s
e x p o n e n t i a l l y
smooth. Politics
apart, India's
demography and its
cultural values
definitely go hand in
hand with its largest
segment of
population evolving
through a momentous
transformation. It
considers the nation
supreme and it does
not allow rattling
subjects of
dissonance to dig
deeper. Shedding
colonial imprints one
by one, we still have a
long road to walk.
National Elections
2024 seem to seek
support for forces
that relentlessly work

for India’s
transformation. The
elections and the
results should once
again restore the
momentum of our
cherished goal of
togetherness and a
sense of coexistence
needs to flourish
uninterruptedly. This
festival of democracy
is a reminder that at
least should help us
see the country
through the prism of a
nation, which survives
beyond the petty
arguments of the
union of states theory.
An ideal feeling of
nationalism helps a
voter to choose an
ideal candidate from
among a crowd of
aspirants. Once again,
this election does not
seek a fractured
mandate. Starting
from individuals to
families to the nation,
this thought for the
collective wellbeing
of its people should
protrude into effect.
In practice, electoral
democracy can make
it happen and that is
its strength. And a
fractured mandate
topples this dream.

(Freelance
Journalist)
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Women in India
arePlaying a vital role
in politics and they
are also demanding
more measures to
remove gender bias.
Last September ,the
parliament passed the
Women’s reservation
bill to empower
women. This Bill
ensures a 33%
reservation for them
in Parliament & State
Ligatures. Both the
Congress and B.J.P
claimed credit for the
Bill’s passage.
Congress leader

Sonia Gandhi said, “It
is our Bill” in 2008,
Sonia Gandhi passed
it in Upper house but
failed to do so in the
lokSabha. Last
September , PMModi
introduced this bill
with pride and it
passed almost
unanimously after 27
years. Due to the delay
in the census and
delimitation process,
the Bill will be
implemented only
after four years.
        Since gaining the
independence, India
has had only one
women contesting
elections has
increased seven fold
since the 1950s, and
w o m e n s
representation in the
Loksabha has risen

from 5% to 15%. The
situation is similar
globally. According to
the Inter-
parliamentary Union
women comprise
roughly 26% of
l a w m a k e r s
Worldwide. In
Rwanda, on the other
hand, women hold
more than 60% of
seats. In 2008,
Rwanda became the
first country to have a
f e m a l e - m a j o r i t y
Parliament. Women
hold only 14% of
parliamentary seats in
India. There are 78 and
24 women members
in the lokSabha and
R a j y a S a b h a ,
respectively. India
ranks149th among
193 nations regarding
w o m e n ’ s

representation in the
Lower house of the
Parliament. One
significant measure in
India was that in 1993,
one-third of
Panchayat seats were
reserved for women.
Which has now been
expanded to 50
percent in most states.
Nearly a million
women serve as
Sarpanches at the
grassroots level.
          In the upcoming

General elections
2024 political parties
are trying to attract
women voters, a
critical segment. To
do this, they are
offering various
benefits. According to
a recent report the
high turnout of
women voters could
significantly impact
the 2024 elections.
The report predicts
that by 2047, women
voter turnout may

reach 55%, while
men’s turnout could
decrease to 45%. The
Present General
Elections will have
96.88 crore voters,
with over 47 crore
being women. 1.41
crore of the 2.63
crore new voters are
female. More women
have registered to vote
in Kerala, Telengana,
Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Goa,
Andhra Pradesh,
Manipur Meghalaya,
Mizoram and
Nagaland. Despite the
passage of the
women’s reservation
Bill the Participation
of women in politics
has not significantly
increased. Though the
political Parties
supported the bill,

they only allocated a
small percentage of
their tickets to
women, typically 10-
15 percent in the
recent Assembly
polls. For the 2024
lokSabha polls BJP
granted only 67
tickets to women out
of 421 candidates in
the upcoming
LokSabha polls. In
O d i s h a p r e s e n t
lokSabha and
Assembly election
the ruling party BJD
declared 35% women
candidate in
Parliament Election ,
BJP 16% women
candidate declared and
the list of the
Congress Party has
not been finalised.
       To remove the
gender bias, parties

need to field more
women leaders and
Candidates for
W o m e n ’ s
e m p o w e r m e n t .
Political parties
should focus on
addressing crucial
issues rather than
relying on incentives
to woo voters. Many
parties offer
incentives to women
voters but do not give
women equal
representation in their
candidate lists. Parties
should reserve at least
one-third of their
tickets for women’s
stipulated by the
women’s reservation
legislation. To bring the
dream success women
education is vital.

Columnist
Khorda( 63706

75562)
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In Second Phase of Lok Sabha Poll Female Electors in West
Bengalare Maximum in Darjeeling Parliamentary Constituency
Kolkata,(KCN):In the
second phase of Lok
Sabha poll, Darjeeling,
Raiganj and Balurghat
are going to polls on April
26, 2024.
This year, the number of
female voters is
maximum in the
Darjeeling Parliamentary
Constituency. The
number is 88,13,68.
Raiganj is in the second
position so far as the
number of female
electors is concerned.
Here, the number of
female electors is

86,53,20It is followed by
Balurghat Parliamentary
Constituency. Here the
number is 76,36,68.
In the Darjeeling
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Constituency, the number
of female electors is
maximum in Matigara-
Naxalbari Assembly
Constituency. Here the
number is, 15,39,17. It is
followed by Darjeeling
assembly Constituency-
12,54,37. Chopra of Uttar
Dinajpur district is in the
third position so far as the
number of female voters

are concerned. In
Chopra, the number is
12,52,55.
In Raiganj Parliamentary
Constituency of Uttar
Dinajpur district,
Kaliaganj comprises the
highest number of
female electors. Here,
the number is 14,24,70. In
the Balurghat
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Constituency, the number
of female voters is
maximum in Itahar
Assembly Constituency.
Here, the number is
11,72,41.

The Vice President, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar releasing the book “Law & Spirituality: Reconnecting the Bond” at Vice-
President’s Enclave, in New Delhi

"No Condition Or Demand": AAP To Support
INDIA Bloc Candidates In UP For Lok Sabha Polls

L u c k n o w ( K C N ) :
A n n o u n c i n g
unconditional support to
the INDIA bloc
candidates in Uttar
Pradesh in the Lok Sabha
polls, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Friday
said that these elections
are being held to "save
democracy" and end an
"autocratic government".
"AAP will fully support
the INDIA bloc
candidates in Uttar
Pradesh. What our role
will be and how we will
be involved in the
campaign will be decided
after holding talks with
the Congress leadership
involved in the
campaigning. We will
fully support the
Samajwadi Party
candidates," said AAP
leader and Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh.
Addressing a joint press
conference with
Samajwadi Party (SP)

chief Akhilesh Yadav at
the Uttar Pradesh-based
party's headquarters
here, the AAP leader
asserted there is "no
condition or demand".
"These are not normal
elections, they are for
saving democracy,
ending the autocracy and
saving the Constitution.
We are together in UP,
wherever the Samajwadi
Party candidate is in the
fray, INDIA alliance
candidate is in fray we
will work for them," he
added.
Exuding confidence that
the INDIA bloc will win
the elections, Mr Singh
said that every worker
and elected
representative of his
party will work for the SP
candidates.
Taking a dig at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
over the arrest of elected
chief ministers, Mr Singh
said, "If any politician is

winning, he would not
indulge in such tactics
and tricks as being done
by the PM of putting
opponents in jail by
framing fake cases, it
means lack of confidence
at election time."
Mr Singh, who hails from
Sultanpur, was on a visit
to the state. His party is
not contesting the Lok
Sabha elections in Uttar
Pradesh.
Akhilesh Yadav thanked
the AAP for the support
and said the present
election is not taking
place in common
circumstances but to
"safeguard the
Constitution".
Mr Yadav slammed the
Central government for
sending AAP leader
Arvind Kejriwal and
JMM leader Hemant
Soren to jail before the
polls and said the BJP
was doing this out of fear
of losing the elections.

Israel Strikes Gaza As Massive Iran Attack Threat Puts Region On Edge
NewDelhi:Residents
reported heavy Israeli
fire in central Gaza on
Friday, with regional
tensions soaring after
Iran threatened reprisals
over a strike in Syria this
month that killed two
Iranian generals.
As ceasefire talks aiming
to pause the six-month-
old war dragged on, fears
that Iran could soon
launch an attack on Israel
spurred France to
recommend its citizens
avoid travelling to the
region.
Mohammed al-Rayes, 61,
told AFP that he fled
Israeli "air strikes and
artillery shelling" in
Nuseirat, central Gaza
overnight.
"It was all fire and
destruction, with so
many martyrs lying in the
street," he said.
Another resident, Laila
Nasser, 40, reported
"shells and missiles"
throughout the night.
"They will do to Nuseirat
what they did to Khan
Yunis," said Nasser,

vowing to flee to the
southernmost city of
Rafah, like most of
Gaza's population.
Israel last week pulled its
troops from the
devastated city of Khan
Yunis after months of
fighting, but officials said
they were preparing for
operations against
Hamas operatives in
Rafah, near the Egyptian
border.
Authorities in the Hamas-
ruled coastal Palestinian
territory on Friday
reported dozens of new
air strikes in Gaza's
central region.
The Hamas media office
said 25 people were
taken to hospital in Deir
al-Balah city "as a result
of an air strike on a house
of the al-Tabatibi family."
Israel's military said its
aircraft had struck more
than 60 Hamas
operatives in Gaza over
the previous day.
The war began with
Hamas's unprecedented
October 7 attack against
Israel which resulted in

the deaths of 1,170
people, mostly civilians,
according to Israeli
figures.
Israel's retaliatory
offensive has killed at
least 33,634 people in
Gaza, mostly women and
children, according to the
territory's health ministry.
The ministry's updated
toll on Friday included at
least 89 deaths over the
previous day.
The latest bombardments
in Gaza came after Israel
said it was strengthening
air defences and paused

leave for combat units,
following a deadly April
1 air strike that destroyed
Iran's consulate building
in Damascus.
Iran blamed Israel, its
arch foe, which has
stepped up strikes against
Iran-linked targets in
Syria since the Gaza war
began.
Among the targets have
been fighters from
Lebanon's Hezbollah
movement in Syria. The
group has also
exchanged regular
deadly fire with Israel

over the Lebanese
border since October.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian said late
Thursday he had
received phone calls from
German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock as
well as her British and
Australian counterparts.
In a post on X, the
Iranian minister said he
had told them that "when
the Zionist regime
breaches the immunity of
diplomatic persons and
places" and the UN

Security Council fails to
condemn it, "legitimate
defence... is a necessity".
He added that "Iran does
not seek to expand the
scope of the war."
United States President
Joe Biden had on
Wednesday said Iran is
"threatening to launch a
significant attack on
Israel," and pledged
"ironclad" support for
Washington's top regional
ally despite diplomatic
tensions over Israel's
military conduct in Gaza.
US Central Command
chief, General Michael
Kurilla, was in Israel on
Thursday to discuss the
situation with Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant, the
Pentagon said.
France on Friday warned
its nationals against
travelling to Iran, Israel,
Lebanon or the
Palestinian territories,
after the US embassy in
Israel announced it was
restricting the
movements of its
diplomats over security
fears.
Moscow and Berlin

urged restraint.
German airline
Lufthansa extended a
temporary suspension of
flights to and from
Tehran until Saturday.
In their October attack,
Hamas operatives seized
about 250 hostages, 129
of whom remain in Gaza,
including 34 the Israeli
army says are dead.
Netanyahu leads a
coalition including
religious and ultra-
nationalist parties, and is
under pressure from anti-
government protesters
and relatives of the
hostages demanding the
government get them
home.
Tens of thousands have
taken to the streets.
On Thursday night,
hundreds demonstrated
near Netanyahu's
Jerusalem residence with
a different call -- for the
war to continue.
"You, members of the
cabinet, must state
clearly that the fighting
will not stop, that the IDF
and our good sons will
continue to crush the

enemy until a complete
victory," said Itzik
Buntzel, the father of
Israeli soldier Amit
Buntzel who was killed in
Gaza.
Washington has ramped
up pressure on
Netanyahu to agree to a
truce, increase aid flows
and abandon plans to
send troops into Rafah.
Israeli Defence Minister
Gallant said on
Wednesday that Israel
would "flood Gaza with
aid", using an Israeli
crossing point,
streamlined checks, the
Ashdod port and two
new routes organised
with Jordan.
However, on Thursday
the United Nations
Security Council said
"more should be done to
bring the required relief
given the scale of needs
in Gaza".
The UN says famine is
imminent in Gaza, much
of which has been
reduced to a bombed-out
wasteland.

India's Rising Global Stature, PM Modi's
Leadership To Likely Help His Re-Election: Survey
New Delhi(KCN):
Unemployment and
inflation are the main
concerns of Indian voters
but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's strong
leadership and India's
rising global stature will
likely help his re-election
bid, a survey shows.
The findings illustrate that
benefits of India's world
beating growth are starkly
different for its 1.4 billion
people as creation of jobs,
despite PM Modi's
domestic manufacturing
push over the last 10 years,
is still a challenge.
India starts voting in a
seven-phase general

election on April 19 that
PM Modi is expected to
win easily. Votes will be
counted on June 4.
Unemployment was the
primary concern of 27%
of the 10,000 voters
surveyed by Lokniti-
CSDS across 19 of India's
28 states, with the price
rise coming second at
23%, the Hindu
newspaper said.
Nearly two-thirds, or 62%
of those surveyed, said
finding jobs had become
more difficult in the last five
years, PM Modi's second
term as prime minister.
Although 22% said "the
most liked action" of PM

Modi's government was
the construction of a grand
temple dedicated to Lord
Ram on a site that was
contested by minority
Muslims, only 8% said it
was their primary concern.
India is the world's fastest
growing major economy
and its fifth-largest but

unemployment and
inflation have been nagging
its rise.
The unemployment rate
rose to 5.4% in 2022/23,
from 4.9% in 2013/14 just
before PM Modi swept to
power, and nearly 16% of
urban youth in the 15-29
years age group remained

unemployed in 2022/23
due to poor skills and a
lack of quality jobs, official
data shows.
PM Modi supervised the
consecration of the Ram
temple in January, a move
increasingly used by his
Bharatiya Janata Party in
its poll campaign to
highlight the completion of
a long-standing Hindu
demand.
At least 48%
respondents said the
temple will consolidate a
Hindu identity, but a
huge majority (79%)
said India belongs to
citizens of all religions
equally, not just Hindus.

Many Delhi personalities participated in the Eid Milan
function organized by social worker Dr. Javed Farooqui

New Delhi(KCN): Eid ul Fitr was celebrated across the country on 11
April. Social worker Dr. Javed Farooqui of Malviya Nagar, who has been
organizing Eid Milan function every year. This time also, an Eid Milan program
was organized at his residence in Malviya Nagar where many well-known
personalities of Delhi participated. Javed said that we have been celebrating
Eid and Deepawali very well with great pomp and show. Both these festivals
are very special. Eid means to increase mutual brotherhood and to meet
other people without caste and religion and to give the message of brotherhood
by eliminating hatred in the society. If any person is angry with someone, if
there is any resentment, if there is any difference of opinion, then the sweets
of Eid are a festival of happiness where forgetting the grudges and embracing
each other, a new beginning begins of brotherhood and humanity.  Many
senior officials of Delhi Police also attended the Eid Milan function and
wished Eid Mubarak to social worker Dr. Javed Farooqui and his family.
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GI tag still eludes Nayagarh’s Chhenapoda
Nayagarh(KCN): The
w o r l d - f a m o u s
‘Chhenapoda’, a sweet
delicacy having close
links with Jagannath
culture, has its origins in
this district. While the
whole state, especially
Nayagarh and Odisha
capital Bhubaneswar,
celebrated ‘World
Chhenapoda Day’,
Thursday with fanfare,
persistent demands for a
Geographical Indication
(GI) tag for this popular
dessert have not borne
any fruit yet.
People have expressed
dissatisfaction over the
lack of recognition for
‘Chhenapoda’. Several
institutions and outfits
have met Nayagarh
District Collector

Swadha Dev Singh and
the Minister of Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises, Industries
and Energy, Pratap
Keshari Deb for this
purpose but to no avail.
However, after
‘Kanteimundi Brinjals’
of Kantilo in this district
got GI recognition, hopes
have been rekindled that
‘Chhenapoda’ will soon
get the much-awaited
tag.
However, concerns have
been expressed over the
inordinate delay in GI
tagging of the
sweetmeat. The district
administration has
proposed the same to the
head office of GI
Registry in Chennai.
After applying through

ORMAS, the application
for the GI tag status to
‘Chhenapoda’ has been
sent to Chennai on
behalf of ‘Krishna
Chhenapoda Producer
Group’ in Machhipada.
The district
administration informed
that a proposal received
from the ‘Madhu
Baishya Samaj’ has also
been sent to the MSME,
Industries and Energy
departments. This
district is known for its
‘Chhenapoda’. The
delicacy was originally
made here taking
inspiration from the
traditional ‘podapitha’.
With this, the late
Sudarshan Sahu of
Satapatna village in
Daspalla area in this

district attained the
limelight.
Locals said Sudarshan’s
father Bidyadhar used to
run a breakfast shop at
Daspalla market square.
Bidyadhar was assisted
by Sudarshan. In the
shop, some cottage
cheese would go to

waste every day. To
prevent wastage, the
family tried out a new
way to bake it like
‘podapitha’ and the
famed ‘Chhenapoda’
was born. Six years after
Sudarshan’s death, the
people of this district
celebrated ‘Chhenapoda

Dibasa’ to remember
him on his birthday in
2022. Nayagarh’s
‘Chhenapoda’ has now
become gradually a
mouth-watering delicacy
not only in Odisha but
even outside the state.
However, at this
juncture, disputes have
cropped up over the real
creator of the sweet.
After the district
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
celebrated ‘Chhenapoda
Day’ in 2023, the dispute
intensified. Some of the
family members claimed
that the real creator of
‘Chhenapoda’ was not
Sudarshan, but his father
Bidyadhar. With
Chhenapoda being sold at
prices even lower than
cottage cheese, questions

have risen over the
quality of the delicacy. It
is being made and sold at
different places in this
district. Along with its
growing popularity,
criticism has also
surfaced both inside and
outside the state over its
quality. While the price of
the main ingredient,
cottage cheese is Rs
130-250 per kilogram, the
rate of ‘Chhenapoda’
varies from Rs 90-300/kg
in markets and shops,
thereby creating
apprehensions about its
quality. Approximately
110 families are making
‘Chhenapoda’ in
Machhipada village
which can be called the
origin of the dessert.
Similarly, 90 families in

Solapata of Odagaon
block, 30 in Darpada, 15
in this town, and more
than five families in
Nabaghanapur are
preparing ‘Chhenapoda’
on a daily basis.
Similarly, more than 20
families in Fatehgarh
area of Bhapur block are
preparing this much-
loved delicacy. For this
purpose, ‘Chhenapoda’
kilns have been set up
where special
confectioners have been
employed. Once ready,
the famed sweet is sent
to Jharsuguda, Rourkela,
Sundargarh, Berhampur,
Keonjhar, Sambalpur,
Koraput, Rayagada,
Baliguda, Joda, Barbil
and Bhubaneswar daily
by buses.

Kotia residents asked to vote in Andhra

Pottangi(KCN): The
Andhra Pradesh
government is persisting
with its efforts to woo the
residents of Kotia
panchayat under this
block in Koraput district.
The latest initiative has
been launched by the
YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP). Its workers
are regularly imploring the
residents of Kotia
panchayat to vote for
their party. Not only that,
YSR Congress is ferrying
Kotia residents to their
party meetings on the
other side of the border.
Sources informed that the
issue of Kotia residents
participating in the
electoral meetings in
Andhra came to the fore
recently.

YSRCP candidate,
Peedika Rajanna Dora
from Salur Assembly
constituency arranged
for buses so that people
from Kotia panchayat
could participate in a
meeting organised by him
at a village close to the
Odisha-Andhra border.
People from Uparsembi,
Dhulipadar, Neredibalsa
and Tadibalsa villages
under Kotia panchayat
attended the meeting.
Incidentally, Andhra
claims these villages as
its own. During his
speech, Dora appealed
to the residents of Kotia
panchayat to vote for
YSRCP. However, the
issue to note here is that
residents of Kotia
reciprocated the appeals

by Dora. They sang a
song prepared for the
occasion in praise of
Dora and the Andhra
Pradesh government.
After the meeting, Dora
personally met the Kotia
residents and asked them
whether they were
happy with the
development work. He
urged them to vote for
him and promised
development work will
continue if he is re-
elected. He also told the
villagers that the Odisha
government will not do
anything for their villages
and only the Andhra
administration is willing
to help them. The
villagers also assured
him of their votes. The
question is how will Odia

villagers vote for the
YSR Congress Party
candidate. Sources
informed that many of
the residents in the
disputed villages have
two voter identity cards
and two Aadhaar cards
belonging to both states.
They utilise the
documents according to
their needs.
Sources added that as it
is difficult to identify
people with documents
of both the states, the
villagers take full
advantage of it. Sources
also pointed out that the
Andhra Pradesh
government is trying to
woo voters in all the 21
disputed villages under
Kotia panchayat. They
added that it has already
prepared a blueprint to
prove to the Supreme
Court that Kotia
panchayat is within its
boundaries and not in
Odisha.
Meanwhile, local officials
here said that they are
keeping a close watch on
the situation. They said
steps will be taken to
prevent Odia voters from
casting their votes in
Andhra.

Malaria rears its ugly head
again in Keonjhar

K e o n j h a r ( K C N ) :
There was a time when
this district was infamous
in the whole country as a
hotspot of malaria owing
to the alarming rate at
which the disease
infected people and the
large number of deaths.
It was brought under
control in the last few
years after the Health
department organised
various awareness
campaigns and
prevention programmes.
The fear associated with
malaria gradually
evaporated from the
minds of the people.

However, this year,
malaria has once again
reared its ugly head in this
district. Health officials
are concerned at the
alarming rate in which
this disease is spreading.
In March, a total of nine
positive cases were
reported in this district,
while this month, six
people have allegedly
been infected in Joda
area in just three days.
A few months back, the
spreading of dengue in
Joda was the topic of
discussion, but now the
return of malaria has
become a matter of

concern for all. Chief
District Medical Officer
(CDMO), Keonjhar, Dr
Kishore Chandra Prusty
confirmed that nine
malaria cases have been
reported in March. He,
however, added that the
final test report of the six
suspected cases in Joda
is yet to come. Locals
said that unseasonal
rains in the recent past
could be the main cause
of the rising malaria
cases. Many people in
Joda locality are down
with cold and fever and
their samples have been
sent for testing. Only

after the reports arrive,
a clear picture about
how the disease is
spreading will emerge,
they added. Among
those suffering from
high fever and cold, are
infants also.
Till last year, mosquito
nets were being
distributed among people
and fumigation vehicles
were being used in each
ward of Joda
Municipality. This year,
however, the
administration has not
taken any such
preventive measures so
far. It can be one of the
reasons for the spread
of malaria, locals opined.
Locals said diseases
such as malaria and
dengue can only be
prevented if the
municipality takes up
cleanliness and
fumigation drives,
distribution of mosquito
nets and starts
awareness campaigns
among other preventive
measures.
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Spice Money nearly doubles its nanopreneur (Adhikari)
network hitting 1 million milestone

Talegaon facility,
generating 03 GWh of
electricity from solar
energy. The installed
capacity is currently 2.6
MW, with the company
aiming to increase it to
3.6MW by the end of the
year. The facility is also
strongly driving
automation, digitization,
and Industry 4.0, with
over 25 cobots and robots
installed on the
production lines and
shopfloor.During his tour
of the facility, Dr. Hans-
Jürgen BraunHead of
Operations at Vitesco
Technologies said“We
have a clear vision of the
key characteristics of the
plant of the future, which
are sustainable, smart,
and predictive. And our
plant in Pune already
embodies these qualities
with highly automized
production lines, state-of-
the-art Industry 4.0
solutions and a strong

focus on sustainability.
But what is most
important for me is the
highly motivated team,
because I genuinely
believe that people, not
only technology, will
shape the plant of the
future. I am very
impressed with India’s
business competency and
the employees'
enthusiasm to support us
on this journey.

Dr. Braun further
highlighted that“The
carbon footprint must be
dramatically decreased
to combat climate
change, which is one of
the major issues of our
time. We must take on
responsibility for our
environment. As a result,
the plant of the future
must be climate-neutral
in operation. That is why
I am proud that the plant
in Pune has truly
established itself as a
driver of sustainability.

EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCES AWAIT
SINGAPORE AIRLINESCUSTOMERS

Sterlite Power wins
ordersworth INR 1600 crores

business, while scaling
its enterprise Cash
Management Services
(CMS) business. The
company, additionally,
will be introducing a
financial products &
services marketplace
which will offer solutions
such as insurance, credit
etc. Considering the
crucial role agriculture
plays in the rural
economy, Spice Money
will also venture into
digital solutions for the
industry. With the
country emerging from
the pandemic, Spice
Money will expand its
travel tech platform,
Travel Union, to offer a
first-of-its-kind solution
for all travel agents in
semi-urban and rural
India. Through its
phygital super app, the
company will
disseminate multiple
digital services including
education, ecommerce

and healthcare to the
masses.  On this
occasion, Dilip Modi,
Founder, Spice Money
said “FY22 has
witnessed commendable
growth, with Spice
Money showcasing
consistent double-digit
growth over the past
eight quarters.

We continue to remain
bullish about rapid
adoption of digital
services in rural India, as
we aim to foray into new
business segments in
FY23. Spice Money’s
phygital super app will
further help rural
communities get essential
services like basic banking,
payment services,
financial services, travel
services and entrepreneur
solutions along with
healthcare and e-
commerce at their
doorstep, assisted by Spice
Money’s 1 million+
Adhikaris.

customers in North
America and CIS
regions.

Commenting on the
order wins, Mr. Manish
Agarwal, CEO – India
Transmission Business,
Sterlite Power, said, “We
are happy to win these
new orders across our
Solutions business which
significantly adds to our
robust orderbook. Our
integrated model
provides us with a
strategic advantage in
delivering complex
projects successfully
while also
diversifyingour revenue
base.”

As part of its Solutions
business unit, the
company manufactures
and sells a diversified
portfolio of products,
covering high
p e r f o r m a n c e
conductors, OPGW and
EHV power cables, to
international customers,
including central and
state electricity
transmission companies,
transmission developers
and transmission
e n g i n e e r i n g ,
procurement, and
construction ("EPC")

contractors. Further, its
MSI sub-unit is a
provider of specialty
contracting services,
delivering bespoke
solutions for the
upgrade, uprate and
fiberizationof brownfield
t r a n s m i s s i o n
infrastructure projects.
In addition, the company
also offers underground
EHV turnkey services
including cable laying
and substation
development.

Under its
infrastructure business
segment, wherethe
company bids to develop
transmission projects, it
has recently won inter-
state transmission
system projects in J&K
as well as north-east
India which will play a
pivotal role in
connecting clean and
green power to the
national grid. The
Kishtwar transmission
project is based in
Jammu & Kashmir and
comprises a 400/132kV
GIS substation at
Kishtwar and 400 kV
Kishenpur - Dulhasti
LILO (Line in Line out)
transmission line.

Airtel Xstream Fiber unlocks
its NEW All-in-One plans

 Bhubaneswar: To serve the needs of premium
households who want the next generational
connectivity and entertainment experience, Bharti
Airtel (“Airtel”), India’s premier communications
solutions provider, has once again raised the bar in
the home broadband segment with the launch of three
new all-in-one plans built for the evolving
entertainment needs of today’s connected homes.
 Vir Inder Nath, CEO – Homes, Bharti Airtel had
this to say: “Our new plans are built for India’s
emerging entertainment needs. Through these bundle
offers we plan to offer our discerning customers great
value, convenience and unlock a multi-faceted digital
experience.”

Increased broadband consumption in Indian homes
has given rise to the phenomena of hybrid viewing,
where families are looking to consume OTT content
on the TV screen along with linear TV without the
hassle of managing multiple subscriptions and devices.
Airtel’s plans are the first of their kind in terms of
catering to the evolving entertainment needs of the
whole family and come with:  Subscription to 17
premium OTTs to go with unlimited data. This includes
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney+ Hotstar and Airtel
Xstream Premium ((SonyLiv, Lionsgate, Hoichoi and
11 more OTTs). 350+ TV channels covering the best
of linear TV. Airtel 4K Xstream TV Box* that allows
you to enjoy OTT and linear TV content with a single
device and single remote.

Singapore: Airlines
(SIA) today unveiled its
all-new flagship
SilverKris and KrisFlyer
Gold lounges at
Singapore Changi Airport
Terminal 3,following a
S$50 millionre-design,
upgrade, and expansion
project. This willfurther
enhance the on-ground
customer experience at
the Airline’s main hub,and
comes as the demand for
international air travel
from and through
Singapore takes off once
again.

The Private Room,
theFirst Classsection of
the SilverKris Lounge,
the Business Class
section of the SilverKris
Lounge, and the
KrisFlyer Gold Lounge
can collectively
accommodate around
1,150 customers within

their 6,100 square-
metres, translating
to30% more seats and
space. This also doubles
the capacity that was
available during the
pandemicwhile the
upgradingworks were
going on. The Airlinehas
createda sanctuarythat
has been
thoughtfullydesigned to
enhance the comfort and
convenience of diverse
groups of travellers, and
meet their evolving needs
in the coming
years.Customers will be
able to enjoy world-class
products and services, as
well as enticingfood and
beverage options, around
the clock at the lounges
before their flight.

Mr Goh Choon Phong,
Chief Executive Officer,
Singapore Airlines, said:
“Extensive customer

engagement and
research havegone into
the design of the new
SilverKris and KrisFlyer
Gold lounges.
Customerswill enjoy
t h o u g h t f u l l y
curatedproduct offerings
andexperience the
s igna tu reS ingapore
Airlines hospitality,
allwithina comfortable
and restful environment,
ensuring that they are
refreshed and ready for
their journey.

“Openingtheselounges
at this time signals our
commitment to SIA’s
premium brand and
growth strategy. It
reinforces our position as
Changi Airport’s anchor
airline, and reflects our
confidence in
Singapore’sfuture as a
pre-eminent global air
hub.”

Vitesco Technologies aims to achieve 100%
carbon neutral production by 2030

Pune :Vitesco
Technologies a leading
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
manufacturer of modern
drive technologies and
electrification solutions
recently celebrated the
second anniversary of its
Pune facility.Dr. Hans-
Jürgen Braun, Senior
Vice President of
Operations at Vitesco
Technologies, visited the
facility to commemorate
the occasion.The facility
is spread across 20 acres
and contains more than
17580 m2 of
manufacturing space,
including over 900
employees.

The Pune plant, like all
Vitesco Technologies
facilities, serves its grid
demand entirely through
renewable energy
sources. Furthermore,
the site generates
sustainable electricity. All
new photovoltaic systems
have been built in the

New Delhi: Spice Money,
India’s leading rural
fintech that is
revolutionising the way
Bharat banks, achieved
the significant milestone
of 1 million Adhikaris
(nanopreneurs) in FY22,
growing by nearly double
over the last financial
year. Spice Money’s
strategy, to provide the
first-of-its-kind zero
investment model,
continues to yield results
and growth in Adhikaris.
This network is spread
across rural India
covering more than 95%
rural pincodes, 700+
districts serving a base
of over 100 million
consumers, through the
Spice Money app and
web portal.

In FY23 Spice Money
aims to expand into
other digital and financial
services. The company
will consolidate its ATM,
banking and payments

New Delhi: Sterlite
Power, a leading power
transmission developer
and solutions provider, has
secured multiple orders
worth ~INR 1600
croresacross its Solutions
business in the domestic
and international
markets.

The company has
secured orders from
customers like Power
Grid Corporation of India
(PGCIL), Damodar
Valley Corporation
(DVC), and West Bengal
State Electricity
Transmission Company
Limited (WBSETCL) in
the MSI (Master System
Integrator) segment. The
orders are for the
installation and supply of
h i g h - p e r f o r m a n c e
conductors and
r e c o n d u c t o r i n g
solutionsfortransmission
projects. In the Products
segment, Sterlite Power
has acquired strategic
maiden orders of EHV
cables for state
transmission utilities in
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and
Karnataka and orders for
overhead lines fromlarge
and reputed international

WHEC recognizes Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham
as excellence worldwide in Gender Equality

Barcelona: Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham
was invited to the
UNESCO World Higher
Education Conference
(WHEC), which recently
took place in Barcelona,
Spain. UNESCO
recognized Amrita as one
of five universities of
excellence worldwide for
its performance in gender
equality.
The WHEC aims to
reshape ideas and
practices in higher

education to ensure
sustainable development
for the planet and
humanity, as well as to
define and prepare a
roadmap for a new era
of higher education.
As the world comes out
of COVID-19, the
WHEC’s goals and
strategic scope remain,
and the new timeframe
represents an opportunity
to deepen and expand
common efforts of
knowledge production,

policy dialogue,
exchange, and
networking.
S w a m i
Amritaswarupananda
Puri, President of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
participated in a round
table called
“ U n i v e r s i t i e s ’
Contribution to Gender
Equality: A global
perspective”. Adding to
his views Swami
Amritaswarupananda
expressed how Amrita is

making a difference in
terms of gender equality
and which policies have
been put into place at the
university level. Gender
equality is number five in
the United Nations’ list of
17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs).He explained
how the culture of gender
equality is not
implemented only in
terms of policies within
Amrita, but also
practiced in spirit.

The round table included
Dr. Gloria Bonder,
UNESCO Chair on
Women, Science and
Technology; Dr. Ricardo
Vilanueva Lomeli,
Rector General,
University of
Guadalajara; Ms.
Elizabeth Shepherd,
Leader of the
Consultancy team, Times
Higher Education; and
Dr. Victoria Galan-
Muros, Chief of
Research and Analysis,

New Guinness World Record for Largest Human Waving National Flag
Established by O.P. Jindal Global University & the Flag Foundation of India
Sonipat, (KCN): In a
record-breaking event,
O.P. Jindal Global
University (JGU) in
collaboration with the
Flag Foundation of India
(FFI), created the largest
human waving national
flag surpassing all
previous Guinness World
Records. The event saw
the certified participation
of 7368 students and
staff of JGU which was
endorsed by the Officials
of the Guinness World
Records organization. It
was a momentous
occasion as all
p a r t i c i p a n t s
enthusiastically gathered
in the colours of the
Indian flag to mark this
unique occasion which
included students from all
schools and institutes of
JGU, staff, faculty, and
other officials.
The Adjudicator for the
Guinness World Records
Mr. Rishi Nath, who was
present on the campus to
certify the event said, “I
am delighted to
announce that O.P. Jindal
Global University in
collaboration with the
Flag Foundation of India
has successfully created
the largest human waving
flag record with 7368
enthusiastic participants.
JGU & FFI is now the
record holder for this
activity, and I am pleased
to endorse their effort
that this new record will
be a part of the Official
Guinness Book of World
Records.”
The landmark event was
organized by JGU in

collaboration with the
Flag Foundation of India,
a non-profit organization
dedicated to rekindling
the Indian spirit of
nationalism. The Tiranga
embodies our modem
democratic, secular, and
liberal values, which
should be embraced by all
Indians in their endeavor
to build a strong and
progressive India, which
would take its rightful
place in the world.
The Founding Chancellor
of O.P. Jindal Global
University, Mr. Naveen
Jindal and the driving
force behind the Flag
Foundation said, “I
congratulate the Flag
Foundation of India and
O.P Jindal Global
University who have
successfully created a
new Guinness World
Record for the largest
human image of a waving
national flag. On 23
January 2004, the

Hon'ble Supreme Court
of India ruled that flying
of the National Flag is the
Fundamental Right of an
Indian citizen within the
Constitution of India that
grants freedom of
speech and expression. It
is important to display our
National Flag not only at
significant public buildings
but also at our homes to
showcase our national
pride and unity. When we
display the flag, we rise
above narrow
considerations of religion,
caste, language, region,
etc. and it reminds us of
being, first and foremost,
an Indian. At the same
time, it represents every
Indian religion, language,
culture and region and is
thus the greatest symbol
of our 'unity in diversity'.”
Speaking on the occasion,
the Founding Vice
Chancellor of O.P. Jindal
Global University Prof.
(Dr.) C. Raj Kumar said,
“This year we mark the

15th anniversary of
India’s leading private
university. With more
than 11,000 students and
1100+ faculty members
across all Schools and
Institutes, JGU has been
a benchmark in
transformational higher
education which brings
international standards of
learning and knowledge
creation for our students.
Establishing the Guinness
World Record for the
largest human waving
national flag is a notable
event. It is indeed an
occasion that befits our
15th anniversary and
marks our commitment to
excellence and
innovation. The
recognition by the
Guinness World Records
reinforces our
commitment to building a
robust India through
education. The Flag
Foundation of India was
set up as a registered
society, a non-profit body

after Mr. Naveen Jindal
won a decade long court
battle that enabled all
Indians to display our
National Flag with honour
and pride at their homes,
offices, and factories on
all days of the year.”
Prof. Dabiru Sridhar
Patnaik, Registrar, O.P.
Jindal Global University
said, “Today marks an
event which brought
together the JGU
community as a unified
and integrated
organization to achieve
this landmark record. The
recognition awarded by
the Guinness World
Record organization
stands as a testament to
strengthen pride in our
identity as Indians and our
commitment to uphold the
values enshrined in the
Tricolour which
represent the values of
Democracy, Inclusivity,
Respect and Tolerance
across all races, region,
or religion.”
Maj. General (Retd)
Ashim Kohli, Secretary
General, Flag Foundation
of India said, “By
choosing the path of
striving to uphold the
dignity of the Tiranga, this
project aims at
regenerating that sense
of pride and removing
those layers of hesitation
which keep us from living
a life of a true nationalist.
The ‘Flag Foundation of
India’ is an attempt to
rekindle that spirit of
nationalism. We have
also installed more than
80 monumental flags
across the length and
breadth of the nation.
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Mustafizur Rahman 2.0 - reigniting the 'fizz'
NewDelhi:In the last
two years, lot of things
have changed for
Mustafizur Rahman as
the left arm pacer's
declining form turned out
to be a major concern for
the national team
management.
Since making his debut in
2015, Mustafizur is the
leading wicket-taker for
Bangladesh in ODIs and
T20Is picking up 127 and
84 wickets respectively
but in the last two years,
his form had faded
considerably.
Mehedy Hasan is leading
the charts in ODIs (51
wickets) while Taskin
Ahmed is topping the list
for T20Is (33 wickets)
since January 2022.
Mustafizur during this
time frame has picked 37
and 21 wickets
respectively across the
two formats.
Since 2022, Shoriful
Islam and Taskin Ahmed
are the leading wicket-
takers respectively in

ODIs and T20Is among
Bangladeshi pacers.
During this phase,
Mustafizur's failure to
produce magic in the
middle more often than
not put his place under
scrutiny in the national
team.
Since Hathurusingha
admitted that Fizz is not
an automatic choice
anymore ahead of the
home series against
Ireland, this question has
been posed quite
regularly at different
times during their
international fixtures.
Understandably, that
raised doubts over the
ability of the cutter-
master and him being in
and out of the white-ball
playing XIs only further
validated the fact that his
place was not guaranteed
unlike the past.
Chennai Super Kings'
decision to include
Mustafizur in their squad
for the ongoing Indian
Premier League was a

kind of surprise if not
anything else, taking his
recent form into
consideration and it was
believed that he was
picked as a back-up for
Matheesha Pathirana.
Mustafizur seemed well
aware that it was make
or break for him and
seized the opportunity by
grabbing four wickets on
his CSK debut, courtesy
injury to Pathirana.
However, Fizz's form in
the IPL did not surprise
former Bangladesh pace
bowling coach Allan
Donald, who worked
extensively with him till
the last World Cup before
quitting from the post.
"I think watching
Mustafizur, he got his
confidence in his stock
deliveries now. I mean
his pace on deliveries not
just his variations that he
is so good at. I think
Mustafizur's rhythm
looks better than ever.
He looks very well
balanced and infact one

thing that stands out is he
looks fresh and he is
enjoying his cricket but if
I have to start at the
beginning the rhythm is
number one when the
balls comes out and it got
pace on. He got shape on
the ball and that's one
thing he was trying to
adapt back in Bangladesh
when everyone was
asking what is going on

(with him)," Donald told
Cricbuzz on Wednesday.
"He was low in
confidence in his stock
deliveries and that is
swinging the ball into the
right-handers and away
from the left-handers.
Confidence to actually
swing the ball away from
right-handers and back
into the left-handers at
will. That's the first sign

I am looking for and I
think a lot of people
default into a slower ball
or off-pace deliveries
because they are not
sure about how it's
coming out and when
there is suppose to be
pace on if you
understand what I am
saying," he said.
"When Mustafizur is
bowling well and he is
bowling at good pace he
is swinging the ball late.
He started to show in the
World Cup little bit not
consistently but it was
definitely happening
certainly at training and
that was the first sign
when I said Fizz is
looking a lot better and
that slower ball is just you
know as I said he is just
so in control of it right
now and he is bowling
beautifully. I think he look
he looks happy he is
confident and he is their
(CSK's) banker at the
moment and it's great to
see," he said.

"The issue I see with
specially guys who are
very good at T20 bowling
and specially what Fizz is
doing is taking pace of the
ball and it's been
unpredictable and more
than 70 percent of 75
percent of time he is
going to mix it up they
tend to lose their stock
deliveries so it happens
with few bowlers it
happens with Broad(
Stuart) back in the days
and few others I have
seen before and just used
to seeing taking the pace
off consistently and so
what that happens is you
don't pay attention to
how your stock deliveries
comes out but what I
think when I was there I
would focus on a little bit
more when he practices
that he is very hard on his
stock ball on pace ball,"
he said.
"I think he can close his
eyes and bowl off-pace
deliveries in his sleep and
that's how tuned he is

and that's how his muscle
memory works and that's
how your brain tells you
every single time that's
how you operate in the
middle and I would be
very hard on him
practising his swinging
the ball consistently so
that he doesn't.... he had
a wrist issue and a
release issue we picked
up in New Zealand and
while ago his slower ball
was coming out of the side
of the hand and not front
of the hand and that's how
far you can go in getting it
wrong and so I think I
would be just more mindful
of the fact to remind him
for the World Cup in USA
and West Indies that he
should concentrate more
on his on-pace ball during
training just to make sure
that late swing doesn't go
and you are not just tuned
mentally just to bowl
cutters and slower balls
and whatever and so if you
know what I mean," he
added.

Milne, Allen ruled out of
Pakistan tour with injuries
NewDelhi:Opener Finn
Allen and fast bowler
Adam Milne have both
been ruled out of the
upcoming tour of
Pakistan, New Zealand
Cricket confirmed on
Friday (April 12). While
Allen suffered a back
injury, Milne injured his
ankle during training just
before the team's
scheduled departure.
"The nature of their
respective injuries meant
they wouldn't be able to
take part in any of the
five match series, due to
start next week in
Rawalpindi," NZC said in
a statement. "Plans for
their return to cricket will
be confirmed in the
coming weeks."
New Zealand have
picked wicketkeeper

Tom Blundell and
uncapped allrounder Zak
Foulkes as the
replacements. New
Zealand have already
picked a second string
squad for the series with
the majority of their first-
choice players currently
plying their trade in the
Indian Premier League.
Blundell hasn't played
T20Is for New Zealand

in more than two years
whereas Foulkes has
been called up for the
very first time.
"Tom is a highly
experienced player and
along with his
wicketkeeping and
batting skillsets is a
leader in any group he
is a part of," Head
Coach Gary Stead said.
"He also brings recent

experience in the
conditions, having taken
part in both tours to
Pakistan last year. Zak
has had an impressive
season for Canterbury
including being their
leading wicket taker in
all three competitions.
He has displayed
impressive skills with
the ball, particularly in
T20 cricket for the
Kings. We also know he
has skills with the bat
and it  will be an
excellent opportunity for
him to be part of the
group."
The series, which will
mark the return of
allrounder Michael
Bracewell, kicks off on
April 18 with the fifth
and final T20I slated to
be held on April 27.

Renegades sign Josh Brown on two-year deal
NewDelhi:Melbourne
Renegades have made a
statement signing after
agreeing a two-year
contract with big-hitting
Josh Brown. The signing
is a major blow for
defending champions
Brisbane Heat
considering Brown
played a major role in
securing them the title
earlier this year.
Brown made headlines
when he smashed a
record-breaking 57-ball
140 in the Challenger
against Adelaide Strikers
in which he hammered 12
sixes. He delivered in the
final too, smashing a half-
century against Sydney
Sixers that helped Heat
win the title. His exploits
also earned him a
contract to play in the
Bangladesh Premier
League recently.

Queensland Cricket
General Manager - Elite
Teams, Performance &
Pathways Joe Dawes
said that Brisbane Heat
made a 'very competitive
offer' to Brown, which
was eventually turned
down."We provided Josh
and his management with
a two-year contract offer
that was very lucrative and
a significant uplift," he said.
"However, we understand
the lure of a multi-year
commitment for him as a

player, even though we
believed our offer was
very competitive and more
than fair.
"Our fans will justifiably be
disappointed that he won't
be with us going forward,
and as a club, we are sad
to lose Josh, no doubt.
However, he will always
have a special place in the
club's history, and we are
proud that the Heat
provided him with an
opportunity to showcase
his skill and make the most

of his talent to benefit he
and his family."
The signing will also help
Renegades fill the void left
by Aaron Finch and Shaun
Marsh with both batters
retiring recently. "I've
enjoyed my time with the
Heat, they gave me my
opportunity, for which I'll
always be grateful and
have cherished memories
including winning a BBL
Championship last
season," Brown said. "But
I am extremely excited for
a new challenge and
hopefully achieve the
same success with the
Renegades. It's a young
group with a lot of talent
and firepower,
especially in that batting
group. I can't wait to
partner with the likes of
(Jake) Fraser-McGurk
and (Will) Sutherland
and see what we can
do."

'Difference maker' Bumrah leads MI's revival
Mumbai:During the
Mumbai Indians-Royal
Challengers Bangalore
match at the Wankhede
in Mumbai on Thursday
night, Ravi Shastri made
a significant comment on
air. He dwelt upon
Jasprit Bumrah's
fearlessness in bowling
yorkers during the
powerplay. Now, one
might question the
importance of this
observation. However,
given the minimal
outfield protection,
precision becomes an
overriding necessity for
a bowler during this
phase, a luxury that can
perhaps be afforded in
other stages of the
game. The execution of
the toe-crusher,
especially in the initial
overs, is crucial as it
carries the risk of being
dispatched for
boundaries.
While Bumrah did falter
on one occasion,
conceding a boundary to

Will Jacks, he remains
one of the most effective
bowlers in the powerplay,
and indeed, overall as
well. His prowess was
evident at the
Wankhede, where he
dismantled half of the
Royal Challengers'
batting lineup. It was a
different matter that the
visitors could still
manage 196, but not
enough to test the
power-packed Mumbai
batting line-up which
made a mockery of the
total.
Despite the
commanding batting
display, the Mumbai win
was engineered by the
skill, accuracy, guile and
penetration of Bumrah
on a wicket that had little
for the bowlers. The
five-fer in the match was
the right reward for his
abilities and few bowlers
in the league are as
deserving of the Purple
Cap that he holds now.
Incidentally, it was the

first five-wicket haul by
any bowler against the
Royal Challengers.
Coaches generally
advise against
attempting yorkers with
the new ball due to the
inherent risks involved.
However, Bumrah
defies conventional
wisdom by employing
this tactic often, relying
totally on his strengths of
accuracy, confidence,
and, above all, control.
While Mitchell Starc
may be the only other
bowler who treads that
path too, Bumrah stands
unrivaled in terms of
success.
Presently, he not only
leads the charts as the
highest wicket-taker this
season with 10 scalps
but also boasts the
second-best economy
rate of 5.95 (after
Krunal Pandya at 5.50).
His overall IPL economy
rate hovers just over
seven (7.33) - the
second best after Lasith

Malinga among fast
bowlers who have
played at least 100 IPL
matches. It is a feat
matched by few when
combining both strike
rate and economy. With
155 wickets from 125
games, Bumrah's
prowess is irresistible.
Bumrah is hardly seen at
the nets the day before
the match, something
most other bowlers avoid
too, largely to stay fresh
for the contest, but those
who have followed him

say he completes his
routine without fail. He
would bowl the overs he
is told which is normally
between six and 10
overs a net session
depending on the format
he is preparing for, and
mostly stays grounded.
"He practices in the nets.
He has so much
experience and
confidence," MI captain
Hardik Pandya said. "I
am lucky to have
Bumrah on my side. He
does this over and over

again. Every time I ask
him he gets the wickets."
Bumrah attributed his
success to preparation.
"Preparation is always
the key. (It is) important
to keep pushing yourself
before a game," he said.
"I try to not be a one-
trick pony, I have worked
on this early in my
career. People start to
line you up. I want to
have different skills.
Bowling is tough,
because you will have to
take a beating. When
things have not worked
out for me the next day
I would see the videos
and analyse what did not
work. (It was) one of
those days where what
I was executing was
working (sic)."
Bumrah has an extensive
armoury under his belt.
He can bowl bouncers,
slower ones, swing the
ball both ways and of
course can deliver
Yorkers at will. He can
unleash slow cutters.

The delivery that got
Virat Kohli was a peach.
A hard length delivery
that cut back and caught
Kohli by surprise. He
tried to swing but
managed to only edge it
to the wicketkeeper.
That was the wicket in
the powerplay and as he
does often, Pandya did
not give Bumrah more
than one over initially. He
came back later to take
the wickets of Faf du
Plessis, Mahipal Lomror,
Saurav Chauhan and
Vijaykumar Vyshak
and was on a hat-trick
twice in those four
overs,  which he
finished with five for
21.
He was the difference,
admitted Faf du Plessis.
"He has been the
difference in the two
innings. You want to put
him under pressure, but
the variety does
everyone in. He has got
a really good bouncer,
slower ball, someone

like (Lasith) Malinga.
He was the best bowler
in T20 cricket ,  but
Bumrah has taken over.
You know you can bring
him on and take the
wickets but  also be
defensive," the RCB
captain said.
He was supremely
effective in the
previous match too,
against Delhi Capitals,
claiming two wickets
which came at the right
time and gave a result
to Mumbai Indians that
arrested their three-
match losing streak.
The problem before the
five-time champions is
the huge chasm
between Bumrah and
the rest of the bowling
lineup, something Ishan
Kishan agreed saying,
"the team is working on
this."  If  they had
addressed the issue
from the start of the
season,  they would
have had more than two
wins from five games.


