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LIVE: PM Modi addresses the nation on New Year's eve
Delhi(KCN): Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi is addressing
the nation on new
year's eve, after the
50 days that he
sought from the
people, came to an
end. This is his second address to the
nation since his announcement to scrap
1,000 and 500 rupees
notes on November 8.
Throughout the

speech, Modi can be

seen giving a stern
message to the corrupt and appreciated

the efforts of the
people who went
through the pains
during implementation
of
demonetisation.
LIVE
UPDATES
from
Modi's speech:
Related Article
Schemes announced by PM Modi
on the New Year's eve
Eight % interest
rate will be guaran-

teed on deposits of up
to Rs 7.5 lakh for 10
years for senior citizens interest will be
paid monthly
Rs 6,000 to be
put into accounts of
pregnant women in
650 districts for vaccination and other
medical use
PM asks banks to
focus on poor, lower
middle class and
middle class to tune

their programmes out
of huge money that
has come to them.
Two
new
schemes
under
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana to provide 4%
interest waiver on
loan of up to Rs 9
lakh and of 3% on
loan up to Rs 12 lakh.
Rabi crop sowing
up by 6%; fertilizer
sales up 9% despite
doomsday predic-

tions by critics
Rs 6000 assistance will be provided to pregnant
women; the assistance money will be
transferred to their
account.
Credit guarantee
of Micro Small and
Medium Enterprises
(MSME) will be increased from Rs 1
crore to Rs 2 crore.
Government will

bear the loan interest
of 60 days, given to
the farmers by District Cooperative
Central Bank and Primary Society.
Three percent interest waiver on loan
up to Rs 2 lakh for
construction
of
houses in rural India.
Serious offences
by bank and govt officials have come to
light; no one will be

spared.
Govt has taken
some decisions to enable poor and middle
class people to purchase houses.
I urge banks to
take initiatives and
launch schemes
keeping in mind the
poor and the middle
class people: PM
Modi View image
on Twitter.

OSBC goes digital
Bhubaneswar (KCN): Odisha State
Beverages Corporation
Limited
(OSBCL) has gone

to Odisha State Beverages Corporation
Ltd. to lift liquor
stock from the
Corporation’s ware-

ease of doing business which is a priority area of the State
Govt. The module
will enable quick and

initiate steps for automating other operations like go-down
management, inventory management up

National Informatics
Center,
Bhubaneswar.
He added that
while OSBCL started

online for cashless
transactions with
Chief
Secretary
Aditya Prasad Padhi
inaugurating the
online module for the
licensed retailers of
Foreign Liquor and
Country Spirit of
Odisha for making
their online payment

houses. Chief Secretary inaugurated the
module at the conference hall of the Corporation located in
the Fortune Towers
here today.
Inaugurating the
module, Mr.Padhi
said, “This is another
step forward towards

transparent transactions thereby helping
the retailers to do
their business without
hurdles from Corporation side.”
While congratulating OSBCL for this
e-governance initiative, Mr.Padhi asked
its functionaries to

to retail level etc.
Speaking on the
occasion Secretary
Excise Bishnupada
Sethi said that the
online system has
been
developed
within a week because of the active
support of the State
Bank of India and

its journey towards
online e-Governance
from August, 2015, it
has own the National
Level Skoch Award
in 2016 because of
smart and successful
e-governance applications.
Mr.Sethi reiterated that this online

payment module
would make the business of the Corporation hassle free and
more transparent and
would facilitate real
time transaction
tracking.
Odisha State
Beverages Corporation started its journey towards online
digital regime in
2014 and in August
2015 implemented
generation of indent
by the liquor suppliers, purchase orders
by the Corporation,
excise permits by the
excise authority, consignment dispatch
note by the liquor
suppliers and stock
receipt note by the
Corporation on a cent
percent real time
online platform in all
its nine depots. Since
May 2016 the issue of
stock to the retailers
batch wise has been
started on online platform.
NIC,
Bhubaneswar has
been
generous
enough to take the
responsibility of developing and maintaining the software
for the online regime,
said Sethi.
“With the online
payment module
coming into operation from to-day, the
retailers will be able
to remit their payment to OSBC for

purchase of liquor on
an online platform
through net banking
on a payment gateway path of SBIePay.
This will not only ensure faster remittance
and credit of funds to
OSBC account but
also it will save a lot
of time, energy and
money which the retailers are now incurring in making Bank
Drafts at the Bank
and coming physically to the OSBC
depots to deposit the
same for lifting liquor
stock”, said the Excise Secretary.
There are 1848
retail shop licensees
in Odisha who are
purchasing liquor
from OSBC warehouses located at 9
different
places
across the State.
These licensees include IMFL OFF
Shops, IMFL ON
Shops, Beer Parlours,
Clubs, Country Spirit
shops and Military
Canteens. So far
these shops were purchasing liquor stock
from OSBC by making payment in shape
of Bank Draft. With
the advent of online
payment mode, the
hassles associated
with
payment
through Bank Draft
will now be removed
and the payment system will be prompt,

seamless, transparent,
reconciliation friendly and expensefree, said Sethi adding that this is a part
of the present Digital
India Movement in
the Country and a
step forward in complying with the slogan of cashless
economy recently being emphasized by
the State Government.
The online payment mode will be
implemented first in
Chandikhol depot
covering on the retail
shops of Jajpur District and subsequently
rolled over to other
depots by 31st
March, 2017. Following inauguration
a training session was
held for the retailers
of Jajpur District at
the inauguration
venue.
The CGM SBI
Bhubaneswar Circle
BVG Reddy, Deputy
Director General &
State Informatics Officer NIC Odisha PK
Pramanik, General
Manager (Networking-I) SBI Anil
Johari, Excise Commissioner
PK
Senapati, Directors &
Managing Director of
OSBC were among
others present during
the inauguration.
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Priyanka Chopra and Shah Rukh Khan last appeared together
in Don 2, which released in 2011.

Shahid Kapoor and Mira Rajput have kept their fans waiting
for a long time to give a glimpse of their daughter Misha.

Iulia Vantur all set to go live?
TIf sources are to believed then the Romanian actress Iulia
Vantur is going to

to convince Iulia to
perform live in front
of many celebrities
on Monday. She is

From being a ‘Viva!’ girl to winning the Best Playback
Singer (Female) award for her song ‘Jag Ghoomeya’ from
Salman Khan starrer Sultan, Neha Bhasin bares all about
her journey in an exclusive chat.

had recorded some
portion of Salman’s
popular number Baby
KO Bass Pasand Hai
It has been a difficult year for Malaika Arora Khan. Her split with husband Arbaaz Khan was
followed by a lot of controversy and filing of divorce didn't help either. To ring in the New Year,
Malaika has taken a break with sister Amrita Arora Ladak and her close friends. The group is all
set to welcome 2017 in style, and going by the pictures, Goa beach is treating them well. Malaika
Arora Khan shared pictures on her Instagram account and the post made all of us go ga-ga about
her and her besties' hotness. In the picture, we see Amrita and Malaika with their back to the
camera. She captioned the image as, "Sunsets in Goa with the girls". Take a tour and see more
that they are busy doing in Goa. (Source: Photo by Instagram )

‘Acting is a lot of responsibility’

make her stage debut
in an award gala. A
source says,“The
award season is on
and the award shows
fall over each other to
make sure that they
come up with some
talking point or the
other.
So,
the
organisers of this particular award show
event, have managed

likely to perform with
Himesh
Reshammiya. Iulia and
Reshammiya have already recorded one
song together for his
upcoming album.
Salman too is likely
to be present at this
event, and it would be
interesting to see his
reaction.”
Prior to this Iulia

from Sultan.
Ever since Iulia
has returned in the
country to record her
song, she has constantly been spotted
at various parties
with Salman. The
duo, however most of
the time makes sure
that they enter and
exit the venues in different cars.

When Shamlee
starred in Mani
Ratnam’s Anjali as
a child artiste, she
never thought
she’d continue to
act. “I never
wanted to pursue
films. Somehow, it
happened eventually. When I see
Anjali on TV, I
often smile to
myself. Was this
little cute kid me? I
learnt
Bharatanatyam for
five years, and gave
up. At that point of
time, schooling was
a lot more fun. Oh,
I still remember
how I was given
some new clothes
on the sets, as they
took my photographs. It feels
funny when I think
about my old films.
My co-stars had
been monkeys,
elephants and
snakes,” she
laughs.
She began
receiving film
offers when she
studying in from
Class 9. “I used
to accompany my
sister Shalini and
her husband Ajith
for award func-

tions. So, people

After the shooting,

saw me and asked
my dad if I were
interested in acting. My school
never allowed it
though. Slowly, my
focus shifted towards art and
dancing. I even
took up a course in
film studies.”
After spending
time in Singapore
for five years, she
moved to Chennai.
“That’s when I got
to hear Veera
Sivaji’s narration.

I went to New York
and enrolled in an
intensive dance
course in one of the
top universities. I
love jazz, hip-hop
and salsa. I was
told that the course
is for six weeks, but
it took four
months. In the
mean time, the
movie promotions
had begun, and I
couldn’t show up
for any of them,”
she adds.
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Sensex ends volatile 2016 on robust note, sprints 260 pts
Mumbai (KCN):

amid positive Asian

of the approaching

Is Making News

Stocks signed off
2016 on a cheerful
note, with the Sensex
surging over 260
points today to close
at over a fresh twoweek high of 26,626
on the final trading
session of the year,

cues. The beginning
of January 2017 series of futures and
options made investors upbeat. With the
deadline for depositing banned notes ending today and ahead

Union budget, investors accelerated buying activity with
hopes that the government might come
up with a series of
steps to boost the
economy.
Watch What Else

Arun
Jaitley
Thanks People For
Supporting Note Ban,
Says No Incident Of
Unrest Reported
Sentiment turned
for the better after Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley on Thursday

said there has been a
sharp jump in tax collections, belying fears
of a sharp slowdown
in the economy in
view
of
demonetisation.
After a higher
start, the 30-share index hit the day’s high
of 26,678.60 and
closed up 260.31
points, or 0.99 per
cent, at 26,626.46 —
a level last seen on
December 13 when it
settled at 26,697.82.
It had gained
155.47 points yesterday as December derivatives contracts
expired amid recovery in the rupee.
The Nifty rose
82.20 points, or 1.01
per cent, to end at
8,185.80, after touching the day’s high of
8,197.
For the week, the
Sensex and the NSE

China to ban ivory trade by end of 2017
BEIJING(KCN):
China will ban trade
and processing of all
domestic ivory by the
end of 2017 in a bid
to save the fast dwindling tusker population in the country, a
"historic
move"
hailed as a "game
changer" for African
elephants.
The decision
came after China had
imposed a three-year
ban on ivory imports
in March this year, in
an escalated fight
against illegal trading
of wild animals and
plants.
"China
will
gradually stop the
processing and sales

of ivories for commercial purposes by

the end of 2017," the
official Xinhua news
agency said, citing a
government statement.
The move will
impact China's 34
processing enterprises and 143 designated trading venues,

with dozens to be
closed by the end of

March 2017, staterun Xinhua news
agency quoted an official statement as
saying.
Before that deadline, law enforcement
agencies will continue to clamp down
on illegalities associ-

ated
with
the
elephant's tusk, an
official told the
agency.
China's move, if
implemented, strictly
could a "game
changer", specially
the African elephant
conservation as hundreds killed every
year by poachers to
feed into the burgeoning markets in China
and Hong Kong.
As a result the
numbers of Africa’s
savannah elephants
dropped to 3.5 lakh
thousand in 2014.
China's move to
ban ivory trade followed a resolution at
the Convention on International Trade in

7K burden on treasury
Bhubaneswar (KCN): The State
Exchequer is all set
to be burdened
with at least Rs
7000 crore additional load if the
Supreme Court’s
Ruling on ‘equal
pay for equal
work’ is implemented in the state,
experts said.
The Supreme
Court on Oct 27
reiterated that
‘equal pay for
equal work’ is a
constitutional
principle and is
needed to be made
applicable to those
engaged as daily
wagers, contractual employees,
who perform the
same duty as the
regulars.
With the verdict, around 2 lakh
temporary and
contractual employees in the State
government are
hopeful of getting
salaries on par

with their regular
counterparts.

The legal
experts said that
the SC ruling on
‘equal pay for
equal work’ is
applicable across
the country under
article 141 and 142
of the Indian
Constitution and
should be implemented in Odisha
like Punjab and

Haryana.
The State

Government has
made all the new
appointments in
class 2, 3 and 4 on
contractual basis.
Besides, there are
other appointments
like NMR, DLR,
Work Charged, job
contract and
Adhoc that are
purely on temporary basis. Even,

several school
teachers are appointed on contract
basis.
While the
regular and permanent employees
working in various
departments of the
government are
enjoying different
facilities including
medical facility,
pension, gratuity,
PF and Government quarters
during their job
period, the employees appointed on
contract and temporary basis are
deprived of those
facilities.Sources
said, they draw less
than 1/3rd of their
salaries as compared to the regular employees.
With the Apex
Court’s ruling,
the contractual
employees are
now waiting for
the next move
that the Government takes.

Endangered Species
(Cites) in South Africa in October.
China has the
biggest ivory market
in the world - some
estimates suggest 70
per cent of the world's
trade ends up there.
Ivory's price can
reach USD 1,100 per
kg in China.
Conservation
group WWF welcomed the latest
news, calling it a "historic announcement",
signalling an end to
the world's primary
legal ivory market
and a major boost to
international efforts
to "tackle the elephant poaching crisis in Africa", BBC
reported.
Elly
Pepper,
deputy director of
wildlife trade for the
Natural Resources
Defence Council,
praised China for its
"great leadership" on
the issue.
"Setting such an
aggressive timeline to
close - once and for
all - the largest domestic ivory market
in the world is globally significant, Pepper said.
"It's a game
changer and could be
the pivotal turning
point that brings elephants back from
the brink of extinction," she said.
While the international market in
ivory has been closed
since 1989, legal domestic markets have
continued in many
countries around the
world.
A surge in the
killing of elephants
over the past seven
years has seen
populations across
Africa shrink by a
third, according to
the recently published Great Elephant Census.

Nifty recorded a rise
of 585.76 points, or
2.24 per cent, and
200.05, or 2.50 per
cent, respectively.
“The euphoria
continued on the last
trading day of the
year, hoping for radical remarks in the
Prime Minister’s
speech on Saturday.
Additionally, an expectation of tax sops
in the budget, weakness of the dollar and
robust tax collection
are adding to the
positive sentiment,”
said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research,
Geojit BNP Paribas
Financial Services.
The year saw the
Sensex zooming to a
high of 29,077.28 on
September 8 and a
low of 22,494.61 on
February 29. Today’s
closing meant a net
gain of 508.92 points,
or 1.94 per cent from

its last year-end close
of 26,117.54.
During the year,
the Nifty gained
239.45 points, or 3.01
per cent. The gauge
had climbed to a high
of 8,968.70 on September 7 and touched
a low of 6,825.80 on
February 29.
Domestic institutional
investors
(DIIs) bought shares
worth a net Rs 957.83
crore as per provisional data. But foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) net sold
shares worth Rs
662.29 crore yesterday.
GAIL saw the
maximum jump, up
3.07 per cent, followed by Sun Pharma
(2.59 per cent), ITC
(2.31 per cent) and
PowerGrid (2.14 per
cent).
In terms of sectors, the rally was

driven by FMCG (up
1.67 per cent), power
(1.30 per cent),
healthcare (1.11 per
cent) and realty (1.10
per cent).
Broader markets
such as BSE mid-cap
and small-cap ended
higher with gains of
1.07 per cent and 0.77
per cent, respectively.
Trading was thin
across the globe during the last day of the
year, with volumes
remaining below average. In the rest of
Asia, Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng rose 0.94
per cent while Shanghai Composite gained
0.24 per cent. Japan’s
Nikkei shed 0.16 per
cent.
In
Europe,
London’s FTSE,
Germany’s Frankfurt
and France’s Paris
were down by up to
0.25 per cent in their
late morning deals.

Financial Stability Report: RBI warns of
further rise in bad loans, subdued growth
Mumbai(KCN): Financial Stability Report,
RBI, bad loans, subdued
growth, Reserve Bank
of India, non-performing
assets, npa, gnpa, indian
express news, business,
banking Reserve Bank
of India (Source: File)
The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has

nario, the PSBs’ GNPA
ratio may increase to
12.5 per cent in March
2017 and then to 12.9
per cent in March 2018
from 11.8 per cent in
September 2016, which
could increase further
under a severe stress
scenario,” the report
said.

deteriorated, the RBI
said. “Asset quality of
the non-banking financial companies (NBFCs)
also worsened. The degree
of
interconnectedness in
the banking system measured by the connectivity ratio showed a declining trend. Banks

warned against a sharp
rise in the non-performing assets (NPAs) of
banks as “the banking
stability indicator shows
that the risks to the banking sector remained elevated due to continuous
deterioration in asset
quality, low profitability
and liquidity”.
The stress test indicated that under the
baseline scenario, the
GNPA ratio may increase from 9.1 per cent
in September 2016 to
9.8 per cent by March
2017 and further to 10.1
per cent by March 2018,
it said. “If the macroeconomic conditions deteriorate, the GNPA ratio
may increase further under such consequential
stress scenarios,” the
RBI said in its Financial
Stability Report for December 2016.
Watch What Else
Is making News
Arun
Jaitley
Thanks People For Supporting Note Ban, Says
No Incident Of Unrest
Reported
Among the bank
groups, public sector
banks may continue to
register the highest
GNPA ratio, it said.
“Under baseline sce-

The
business
growth of banks remained subdued with
PSBs continuing to lag
behind their private sector peers. System level
profit after tax (PAT)
contracted on y-o-y basis in the first half of
FY17, the RBI said.
“The asset quality of
banks deteriorated further between March and
September 2016. PSBs
continued to record the
lowest capital to riskweighted assets ratio
among the bank groups
with negative returns on
their assets,” the FSR
said.
According to the
FSR, the macro stress
test shows that GNPA
ratio of banks may increase further under assumed baseline macro
scenarios. “The PSBs
may record the highest
GNPA ratio and lowest
capital to risk-weighted
asset ratio (CRAR)
among bank-groups although the CRAR at the
system as well as bankgroup levels is expected
to remain above the
regulatory required
minimum,” it said.
Asset quality of
scheduled urban co-operative banks (UCBs)

were the dominant players accounting for nearly
59 per cent of the total
bilateral exposures followed by NBFCs.
On a net basis, asset management companies managing mutual
funds (AMC-MFs) followed by the insurance
companies were the biggest fund providers in
the system while NBFCs
followed by banks were
the biggest receivers of
funds,” the RBI said.
With the implementation of global
regulatory reforms most
of the major international banks have become more resilient in
terms of capital and liquidity, the RBI said.
“However, risks of divergence from the demanding global standards amidst discriminatory treatment of foreign
financial institutions
seem to have increased.
Globally, some risks inherent in banks may be
getting transferred to
other segments of the financial markets due to
increased regulatory
scrutiny and elevated
capital requirements for
banks,” it said.
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Mitchell Starc’s brilliance earns Australia series win over Pakistan
Mitchell Starc shone
with bat and ball as Aus-

of the quota as pace
spearhead Starc tore

Pakistan’s 52-year
wait for a maiden series

lieving that if we took
those chances we would

tralia dismissed Pakistan
for 163 to secure an innings and 18 run victory
in the second Test on
Friday, the win giving
the hosts an unassailable
2-0 lead in the threematch series.
Home
captain
Steve Smith smashed an
unbeaten 165 and gave
his bowlers 68 overs on
the fifth and final day to
run through their opponents after declaring
their first innings at 624
for eight before lunch, a
lead of 181 runs.
In the end, they
only needed 53.2 overs

through the tail after tea,
finishing with 4-36, with
Pakistan crumbling on a
benign
Melbourne
Cricket Ground pitch
bathed in brilliant sunshine.
Pakistan lost the
first Test in Brisbane by
39 runs but won admiration for their dogged
fourth innings resistance.
However, much of
that acclaim evaporated
on Friday as their
shambolic batting display followed an abysmal effort in the field in
the morning.

win in Australia goes on
and they have now lost
four matches in succession heading to the series finale in Sydney on
Jan. 3.
“It’s fantastic for
us to get that result. We
always thought that if
we could find a way to
get ourselves ahead of
the game we’d find a
way to win,” said Starc,
who smashed seven
sixes in an MCG record
during a swashbuckling
knock of 84 in the morning.
“Everyone (was)
going out there and be-

create enough to get 10
chances today.
“It was a fantastic
way to finish the Boxing
Day Test.”
Pakistan resumed
on an already precarious
91-5 after tea, with
opener Azhar Ali and
wicketkeeper Sarfraz
Ahmed tasked with surviving 36 overs to usher
their team to safety.
But their partnership lasted less than
three overs after the
break when Josh
Hazlewood trapped
Azhar, Pakistan’s last
specialist batsman, lbw

for 43.
LYON STRIKES
At 143-6, Jackson
Bird thudded a delivery
into Amir’s pads when
the tail-ender was on 11
but Smith wasted a review after the lbw appeal was turned down.
It changed little,
however, as Bird bowled
him two balls later.
Sarfraz Ahmed had
battled doggedly as his
partners disappeared
around him but he was
bowled for 43 through
the gate with a sizzling
Starc inswinger.
Starc then gave the

two wickets to sweep
the series 3-0.
For the 33-yearold Broom, battling to
prove he deserves to
stay in the squad, it

runs, was recalled for
the Bangladesh series
after nearly seven
years in the wilderness
to cover the number
four batting slot while

New Zealand to crush
Bangladesh in their final one-day match in
Nelson on Saturday.
Williamson was
left unbeaten on 95
while Broom fell just
before the close for 97
as New Zealand overhauled Bangladesh's
236 for the loss of only

was his second consecutive match-winning performance after his unbeaten 109
when New Zealand
won the second match
by 67 runs.
Broom,
who
scored 22 in the first
match, which New
Zealand won by 77

Ross Taylor recovers
from eye surgery.
He has since been
the home side's stand
out performer, not
only with his prolific
scoring, but also his
magic touch in the
field.
After
Bangladesh won the toss

and elected to bat in
Nelson, Imrul Kayes
and Tamim Iqbal produced a century opening stand in 21 overs
to set the tourists up
for a big finish.
But when Imrul
slashed at a Mitchell
Santner delivery and
the ball flew high behind the wicket,
Broom sprinted nearly
20 metres and dived to
take a spectacular onehanded catch and
break the partnership.
Imrul's dismissal
for 44 opened the
floodgates and despite
the pitch holding no
dangers, most of the
remaining Bangladesh
batsmen were unable
to settle in.
Broom was again
in the play to catch
Tamim for 59 as the
top six Bangladesh
wickets fell for 68 runs
and only Nurul Hasan
with 44 from 39 balls
offered late resistance.
Bangladesh
briefly felt they could
defend 236 when Tom
Latham (four) went in
the second over, Martin Guptill retired hurt
on six and Broom
edged
Mashrafe
Mortaza straight to
Imrul at first slip before getting off the
mark.

three balls. The tourists
were already one wicket
down at lunch, with
Hazlewood having
bowled opener Sami
Aslam for two and
Babar Azam soon departed for three off the
first ball after the interval, trapped lbw by
Starc.
Azhar and Younus
Khan dug in for an hour
but Lyon removed the
latter two overs after the
drinks break for 24,
when the veteran
coughed up a catch to
Peter Handscomb at
short leg.

Captain Misbahul-Haq then departed for
a duck two balls later,
caught at fine leg by Nic
Maddinson following an
appalling sweep shot off
Lyon.
Lyon grabbed his
third victim late in the
session when Asad
Shafiq deflected a catch
off his body for
Handscomb to take a
fine catch at short leg.
Smith and Starc
hammered Pakistan’s
bowlers in a 154-run
partnership after Australia had resumed on 4656 in the morning.

Emocratic Republic of Congo picked up the African Nations Championship trophy for the
second time, and played a strong game throughout the series.

Williamson, Broom sweep
series for New Zealand
NELSON(KCN):
Fill-in batsman Neil
Broom and skipper
Kane Williamson produced a match-winning 179-run stand for

same treatment to
Wahab Riaz, bowling
the paceman for a duck
with another fiery delivery that beat the outside
edge.
He wrapped up the
win by having Yasir
Shah sky an easy catch
to Bird at mid-on.
Off-spinner
Nathan Lyon, who was
under pressure to retain
his spot in Sydney after
a run of mediocre performances, set Australia
on course for the win
when he captured three
wickets in the middle
session, including two in

But
Imrul
dropped a regulation
offering allowing
Broom
and
Williamson to embark
on their 179-run stand
for the second wicket.
Broom's 97 was
at a run-a-ball rate and
included one six and
12 fours, while
Williamson faced 116
deliveries for his 95,
which included one
six and nine fours.
He was left five
runs short of what
would have been his
ninth ODI century
when
Jimmy
Neesham came in at
the fall of Broom's
wicket to hit a rapid 28
to end the match.
In the final few
overs, Neesham toned
down his lusty hitting
in an apparent attempt
to let Williamson
reach his milestone.
But after a midwicket conversation
with his captain,
Neesham was evidently told to finish
the match, which he
did with a boundary
off the next ball.
The series now
moves on to three
T20s to be followed
by two Tests.

I'm a team player, says Manchester
United striker Ibrahimovic
MANCHESTER(KCN): Veteran Swedish striker Zlatan
Ibrahimovic's recent
flurry of goals has
helped
power
Manchester United's
resurgence but he
says he is not content
because he hasn't created many chances
for his team-mates.
The 35-year-old,
who United manager
Jose
Mourinho
claimed earlier this
week is set to sign an
extension to his yearlong contract which
he agreed to when he
joined in July from
Paris Saint Germain,
told MUTV he is not
happy with just having three assists to his
name thus far.
"When I scored
(in the Boxing Day 31
win
over
Sunderland) it was 50
(goals in 2016)," he
said.
"That is not one
of my objectives because if a player starts
to focus only on scoring goals it means
he's focusing only on
himself.
"Like I said, I'm
not here to focus on
myself because I'm
here to help my team-

mates win. The goals
come in the second
wave -– the first wave
is my team, the collective part that I
want to win with
them.
"If the collective
does well, the individual will do well
and I prefer to have it
that way.
"If you know the
way I play my game,
I'm the one who
scores or tries to help
my
team-mates
score."
One
of
Ibrahimovic's three
assists, though, will
remain long in the
memory for one of
the goals against
Sunderland.
His cross found
Armenian midfield
dynamo Henrikh
Mkhitaryan who converted it with a spectacular 'scorpion
kick'.
"That was perfect because I said to
myself 'if I put it a
little behind him he
can do the backheel'
- exactly like we have
been training for
these couple of weeks
and it worked," said
Ibrahimovic.
"I was the one

jumping higher than
everybody else when
we were celebrating!
I was super happy, especially for Micki. I
know how it feels to
score a goal like that.
"I'm happy they
(the officials) didn’t
give it offside because a goal like that
has to be (a) goal."
Ibrahimovic,
who enjoyed a good
relationship with
Mourinho when they
were together at Inter
Milan in Italy, said he
intended to improve
his number of assists.
"I haven't had
many assists so far
and that is part of my
game that I've been
missing here in my
six
months
at
United,"
said
Ibrahimovic, who retired from the national team after a
disappointing Euro
2016 having hit 62
goals in 116 appearances over 15 years.
"At my other
clubs I've been scoring goals but I've also
done a lot of assists.
"I'm happy to
give an assist because
for me it is just like
you have scored
yourself.

