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Pact for Horti Tech SBI Chief Lauds Efforts
Bhubaneswar(KCN):
In order to upgrade
the skills of the farm-

ers in Odisha with the
help of new technology and knowledge
of the Central Horticulture Experiment
Station (CHES) a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
was signed between
Directorate of Horticulture and CHES
Authorities.
Head CHES, H S
Singh Director Horticulture
Odisha
Srikanta Prusty and
signed the MoU in
presence of Minister
Agriculture & FARD,
Pradeep
Kumar
Maharathy, Principal
Secretary Agriculture
& Farmers’ Empowerment of Govern-

ment of Odisha.
MoU aims at establishment of train-

ing centre cum farmers’ hostel at IIHRCHES, Bhubaneswar
at its farm located at
Aiginia,
Bhubaneswar.
It also aims to
operationalize the
training centre cum
farmer’s hostel for
the cause of training
and other related activities.
In fact, Odisha is
an agriculturally
dominated State and
out of 61.8 lakh hectare of cultivated area
about 14 lakh hectare
is under Horticultural
crops.
Horticultural
crops give more return per unit area and

provide better livelihood support to the
farmers growing it.

Training is an integral part of crop
production through
dissemination of
technology.
An
amount of Rs.5.70
Crore has been sanctioned under RKVY
for establishment of
training centre-cumfarmers hostel at Central Horticultural Experiment Station,
Aiginia,
Bhubaneswar.
About 10001500 farmers will be
trained each year in
this training centre.
Farmer from remote
areas of the State will
get training to enable
them to establish
projects on horticul-

ture and lead Odisha
to be a Horticulturally
important State in the
country.
The MoU is
signed to provide
hassle free easy access to technology,
demonstration and
knowledge up-gradation in the field of
horticulture/agriculture and allied sectors
to the farmers, entrepreneurs and in-service officers at one
platform.
In order to establish a well-equipped
horticulture training
centre-cum-farmers
hostel and to help in
human resource development through
training of the horticulture farmers and
other stakeholders the
MoU will facilitate.
Training on production and protection technologies of
horticultural crops
would be the central
objective of the training centre-cum-farmers hostel, said a senior official in the Directorate of Horticulture.
Training, Farmers meeting, Interface
meeting and Institu-

tional meeting by
IIHR-CHES or RCCTCRI and State
Government Departments will be taken
up.
Around 10001500 farmers can be
trained per year on
Horticulture Technologies like; Nursery Management,
Protected Cultivation, Good Agriculture Practice like; Organic Cultivation,
Post-Harvest Management, Farmers
Producer Organization etc.
The Centre will
have residential capacity of 38 farmers
and training hall with
a capacity of 200
trainees.
Further, around
500 residential farmers and 1000 nonresidential farmers
from other sponsoring Organization like;
CTCRI, Water Shed,
Central Avian Research Institute,
ITDA etc. can also be
given training.
On campus training by any society in
the sector of Horticulture and Agriculture can be provided.

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
State Bank of India
(SBI)
Chairman
Arundhati Bhattacharya lauded the ef-

Educational Institutions, which are provided under CSR activities.
SBI in Odisha is

ernment of effective
management of its
ATMs.
In
Odisha,
thanks to the leader-

forts of the officers
and empoyees of the
Bank
in
Bhubaneswar Circle
for their patience and
sincerity, while serving the people during
last twenty days following demintization
announced by the
Union Government.
Infact India’s
largest public sector
bank, State Bank of
India (SBI), rose to
the occasion and took
charge of the situation.
Mrs. Bhattacharya is on Odisha
visit to grace Make In
Odisha Conclave
here on 30 November
came down to the SBI
Local Head Office
(LHO), where she
fallgged off the
School Buses for

supporting various
social causes through
its CSR activties and
Educational Institutions are provided
with Computers and
School Buses.
SBI Chief General Manager B Venu
Gopal Reddy, General Manager Alok
Johri, General Manager A K Choudhury
and other senior officials of SBI were
present.
While addressing customers and
members of Staff, she
appreciated the efforts to maintain
continous cash flow
to ATMs on regular
intervals.
With a host of
private banks bowing
out, it was the SBI
that assured the Gov-

ship displayed by
CGM Mr.Reddy, employees and officers
worked relentlessly
to provide service to
the people, for which
SBI earned laurels of
the State Government.
Mrs. Bhattacharya also unveiled
the innovative sand
art
of
Subal
Maharana depicting
Demonitization,
which has been
lauded by customers.
Customers were
happy with the proactive appraoch of the
Chiarman
Mrs.
Bhattacharya for
making sincere efforts to provide liquidity to the
economy in post
demonitzation period.

Divided opposition to take on
ruling BJD during winter session
BHUBANESWAR(KCN): Even as a divided Congress prepares to take on the
ruling BJD during the
winter session of the
assembly beginning
from December 1,
buoyed by the visit of
party president Amit
Shah, the BJP plans to
corner the state government over several
issues.
Death of more
than a hundred children in tribal-dominated Malkangiri district due to Japanese
Encephalitis will be
the major issue before
the opposition political parties. The change
of health secretary two
days before the assembly session indicates
that the ruling BJD has
also taken the issue seriously.
While the Congress will expose the
failure of the state
government to contain
the disease even after
three months, the visit
of union minister of
state for petroleum
and natural gas (PNG)
Dharmendra Pradhan
to Malkangiri has put
the BJP in an advanta-

geous position.
Leader of the Opposition Narasingh
Mishra said failure of
the state government
to check the death of
children in Malkangiri
will be raised on a priority. The disease has
also spread to several
other districts because
of the lack of proper
health infrastructure in
tribal areas, he said.
Death of children
in Nagada due to malnutrition will also be
raised by the state government, Mishra said
and added that the deteriorating law and order situation will be
another major issue to
be discussed during
the session.
The leader of the
Opposition said the
double speak of the
state government on
the Mahanadi river
water dispute with
Chhattisgarh and the
misleading statements
given by ministers on
the issue will be raised
by the Opposition.
Mishra said the issue
has assumed significance as it was admitted by the ruling BJD
recently.

Acute poverty in
many parts of the state
despite claims of the
government to the
contrary will also be
raised during the ses-

ers are some of the
major issues to be
raised during the session. The BJPLP will
meet tomorrow to
finalise the issues, he

sion by the opposition
political parties. The
Congress Legilature
Party will
meet on December 1
to prioritise the issues
and the manner in
which those will be
raised.
Leader of the BJP
Legislature Party
(BJPLP)
KV
Singhdeo said law and
order situation, failure
of the government to
create health infrastructure
and
largescale vacancies
of doctors and teach-

said.
The state government will place the
supplementary budget
on December 1, the
first day of the session.
Parliament affairs
minister
Bikram
Arukha said the state
government is prepared to discuss any
issue to be raised by
the opposition.
The state government will bring nine
bills during the session. The Appropriation Bill will passed
on December 15.
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BT Exclusive! Nadira
Zaheer Babbar

ADHM and Shivaay still in the competition

Santhu... is out-and-out Yash's show
Film : Santhu
Straight Forward
Cast: Yash, Radhika
Pandit, Devaraj,
Shyaam, Anant
Director: Mahesh
Rao
Santhu Staight

Foward is a perfect
example of a commercial film. It follows a safe storyline
-- boy meets girl
story, and with a
little help from

friends and a loving
family, the two end
up together. All a
steady march towards a happy ending.
Though it is a
tried and tested tem-

plate, this still
makes for a one-time
watch because Yash
keeps the show going. The title character Santhu is a carefree youngster, who

believes in being
straight forward and
his parents are proud
of their son's open
nature.
Enter Ananya
(Radhika Pandit) an
architecture student

and it is love at first
sight for Santhu. But
his dreams suffer a
crushing blow when
he gets to know
Ananya is engaged
to Deva (Shyaam) a

builder and her maternal uncle. The rest
of the story is
whether Santhu
plans to propose to
Ananya and how he
wins her over.
D i r e c t o r

Mahesh Rao, who
has also written the
story, did scream
from the roof top
that his film
Santhu Straight Forward is an original

Bombay (KCN):
Nadira
Zaheer

hasn't done till date in
her life. In an exclu-

Babbar will soon be
seen enacting both
her mother and herself in a play to be
featured at the Prithvi
Theatre Festival.
The soon-to-be
70 actress wishes to
do everything she

sive chat with
Bombay Times, she
opens up on finally
being able to write a
play on her mother
and work with
Makarand Deshpande at the same
time.

Deepika stuns in latest trailer of 'xXx

Deepika Padukone’s
fierce Serena avatar
in her Hollywood debut ‘xXx: The Return
of Xander Cage’ is a
treat to our eyes.
Paramount Pictures recently released the latest
trailer of the actionadventure film starring Vin Diesel in the
lead. The 30-year old
actress is seen in a
bold look and her action sequences give
us the chance to see a
different side of the
‘Piku’ star in this new
trailer of the film.
script and not a remake. Sadly, the plot
not only carries the
thread from Tamil
film, Va a l u , b u t
also sees other elements that are borrowed — scenes

For the Indian audience, Paramount
Pictures India also released the trailer in
Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu.
The movie also
stars Donnie Yen,
Samuel L. Jackson,
Tony Jaa, Nina
Dobrev, Ruby Rose,
Rory McCann, Kris
Wu and Ariadna
Gutiérrez. Directed
by D.J. Caruso, ‘xXx:
The Return of Xander
Cage’ is slated to hit
the big screens on
January 20, 2017.
from other languages and of well
known films such
as
Dilwale
Dulhaniya
Le
Jayenge and 3 Idiots. Having said
that, the director.

No break for the ‘Breakup Song’ singer
Bombay (KCN):
‘Mental Manadhil’
from OK Kanmani,
‘Mei Nigara’ from 24,
and now, ‘The
Breakup Song’ from
Ae Dil Hai Mushkil...
Jonita Gandhi is on the
crest of a wave. Over
telephone
from
Mumbai, the 27-yearold says with a laugh,
“My phone has been
buzzing with messages ever since the
(‘Breakup’) song released. Many were
quite surprised when
they came to know
that I had sung it. I am
not sure why.” As for
Jonita, it was one of
the most fun projects
that she had done. “We
were partying and recording… it was dramatic,” she says.
Jonita has a lot on
her plate, from recording for movies to performing live gigs. But
she also talks about a
dream that she has
been holding on to for

sometime now. “Writing music... I want to
sing something that I
have written from
scratch. How cool
would that be,” she
says, a little lost in
thought. “I have written in the past, but I am
just very picky. So I
am not sure whether
many of those will see
the light of day,” she
adds after a pause.
Meanwhile, she is
consciously making
sure that her YouTube
channel (Jonita Music
has over half a lakh
followers) thrives –
given that’s where she
began her journey as a
musician. “I used to
record my song videos, all covers, on my
phone and post them,”
she recalls. Later, as
her channel continued
to gain visitors, she
started making professional videos, selfproduced videos and
collaborating with different artistes. “This

was way back in 2011,
and that’s how far I
could
reach
Bollywood
from
Toronto. But it helped
me get a foot in the
door, as several music
composers recognised
me, and next thing I
know, I was doing a
tour with Sonu Nigam
in North America,”
she says. Following
the tour, Jonita debuted in Bollywood
with Chennai Express.
“Till then, I had
only performed in live
shows. I hadn’t recorded a Bollywood
song from scratch.
Understanding and
learning a composition on the spot was
new to me. So I was
extremely nervous,”
she recalls. The first
song she recorded was
the title song of
Chennai Express for
Vishal-Shekhar. “The
song was already
done, and the male
voice was by SPB sir.

There was a small part
in the song that fea-

tures
Deepika
Padukone in the visu-

als and they wanted a
female voice. I just
happened to be around
then, so they told me
to try it out, and it all
came out well,” she
says.
She was then spotted by A.R. Rahman,
with whom she
worked on the album
Raunaq and Tamil
film OK Kanmani,
among others. “I was
in Chennai once, so he
asked me to come to
his studio and record
in Tamil. Thankfully, I
had people around me
who really supported
me. I had no idea how
well I was singing the
words. I had to rely
completely on whoever was directing the
videos to visually set
everything right,” she
says with a laugh. “On
my first trip to
Chennai, while working with Rahman sir, I
had no idea who we
were recording for.
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Air Asia for S'Pore

Bhubaneswar (KCN): Finally Thai
Air Asia has agreed to
start Direct International Flights from
Biju Patnaik International (BPI) Airport
to the South East
Asian Countries.
And in order to
start such International Services from
the BPI Airport, the
State Government
has allowed Thai Air
Asia to receive Subsidy Support.
While the Thai
Air Asia has also
agreed to the proposal of the State
Government and has
requested for allowing the International
Airlines for entering
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Government of Odisha.
Earlier the Department of General
Administration
(DoGA) had informed Thai Air Asia
that the State Government has agreed to
provide Subsidy
Grant of Rs.1.70
Lakh per round trip
for starting Air Service Operations from

Bhubaneswar to
Singapore/Bangkok/
Kualalmpur.
After receiving
the order from the
State Government,
Thai Air Asia authori-

In fact Odisha
Government for quite
some time requesting
the Government of
India to ask the International Airlines to
start Air Service Op-

ties have urged the
State Government to
finalize the Terms
and Conditions of
MoU as soon as possible, so that the International Airlines
will be able to chalk
out Plan of Operations as soon as possible.
Suresh Nair,
General Manager India, Srilanka and
Bangaladesh of Thai
Air Asia has informed the State
Government about its
willingness to operate
International Flights
to South East Asian
Countries.

eration
between
Bhubaneswar and
South Asian Countries but Union Government took little
interest in this regard.
Undeterred over
apathy of the Centre,
the State Government
decided to have Direct International
Flights from BPI Airport, Bhubaneswar to
Foreign Soil even by
providing Subsidy
Grants..
To begin with the
State Government
floated Expression of
Interest (EoI) for International Airlines to
operate
from

Bhubaneswar to the
above destinations at
least two or three
flights a week preferably on alternate
days.
Since most of the
flights connecting
Singapore with Major airports in Europe,
Middle East, South
East Asian and
American Countries
leave Changi Airport
at Singapore in the
forenoon; the flights
from Bhubaneswar
may start around mid
night so as to reach
Singapore early in the
morning.
The
Bhubaneswar bound flights
may reach BPI Airport late in the
evening. Such a flight
schedule will attract
people from Odisha
to avail this route so
as to catch outbound
flights to the other
cities of the World.
Besides this will encourage International
Tourists to come to
Odisha to explore this
Eastern State as Tourist Destination, feel
senior officers in
DoGA.
The State Gov-

ernment has already
reduced VAT on ATF
to Zero Percent for
direct International
flights. And the State
Government has now
allowed reasonable
Viability Gap Funding (VGF) in form of
Subsidy Grant.
Accordingly Silk
Air, Tiger Air and
Thai Air Asia expressed their interest
to run International
Flights from BPI Airport and participated
in EoI.
And the Thai Air
Asia quoted lowest
Subsidy Support
among the other International Airlines,
so the State Government had accepted
the offer.
Earlier the State
Government had
made it clear that
Subsidy Support will
be extended to those,
who will cover an
aerial distance more
than 1,000 Nautical
Miles, which is more
than
1800
Kilometres. That
means International
Flights to Dhaka or
Colombo will not be
subsidized. Now the
State Government is
fine-tuning the MoU
conditions and soon
both the parties will
enter the Pact after
which Thai Air Asia
will start operations,
said sources.

Business/Commerce

India's 2016 gold demand declines to
lowest levels in seven years: WGC
MUMBAI(KCN):
India's gold demand
could fall by as much
as 24 percent in 2016
to the lowest level in
seven years due to

of tax code for highvalue jewellery purchases,
Somasundaram PR, managing director of the
WGC's Indian opera-

higher prices and increased smuggling as
the government seeks
to bring transparency
to bullion purchases,
the World Gold
Council (WGC) said.
Lower demand
from the world's second-most consumer
of gold could hurt
global spot prices that
have risen a fifth so
far in 2016, but help
the South Asian
country to reduce its
trade deficit. Gold is
one of India's biggest
expenses on its import bill.
India's gold demand in the first three
quarters of 2016 fell
29 percent from a
year ago to 441.2
tonnes, hit by price
rises and government
moves such as the
mandatory disclosure

tions, said on Tuesday.
He estimates in
2016 demand to fall
to between 650 to 750
tonnes, the lowest
since 2009 and far
lower than last year's
858.1 tonnes.
The government
measures to improve
transparency also
boosted smuggling of
gold, which is likely
to rise up to 160
tonnes in 2016, from
100 to 120 tonnes in
2015, Somasundaram
said.
Smugglers were
offering gold at heavy
discount during the
third quarter and
forced many refiners
to scale down operations, the WGC said
in a report released on
Tuesday.
In the third quar-

ter the country's imports of dore, a semipure alloy made by
miners, fell 84 percent from a year ago
to 11.1 tonnes, it said.
The price rise
provided Indian consumers an opportunity to liquidate their
stocks, said the
WGC, adding scrap
supplies of gold more
than doubled in September quarter from a
year ago to 39 tonnes.
"Sudden drop in
prices before Diwali,
good monsoon rains
and trade activity
back in normal fashion means demand in
the fourth quarter
would be the higher
compared to the first
three quarters," he
said.
The quarter ending in December typically accounts for
about a third of
India's gold sales
since it includes the
start of the wedding
season and festivals
like Dhanteras and
Diwali, when buying
gold is considered
auspicious.
Indian celebrated
Diwali in the last
week of October.
Two-thirds of demand in India comes
from villages, where
jewellery is a traditional investment.

Who is Abhimanyu?
Bhubaneswar (KCN):
Who
is
Abhimanyu
in
Odisha Politics?
Union Minister
Drarmendra Pradhan
has said that the ruling BJD has been trying to forge an alliance with the Congress to defeat BJP in
the state.
Mr.
Pradhan
dubbed the possible
handshake between
the Govrning BJD
and the Opposition
Congress as an “Unholy” Alliance.
“They are forging
an unholy alliance to
kill ‘Abhimanyu’.
But this unholy nexus
will be defeated before the truth,”
Mr.Pradhan said
while addressing a
party meeting here
held ahead of BJP
National President
Amit Shah’s meet on
November 25.
However, Mr.
Pradhan did not mean
whom he says the
“Abhimanyu”. Is it he
himself or the party as
a whole?
If
he
is
Abhimanyu, then
Mr.Pradhan must be
ready to be killed in

the political battlefield of Odisha. And
if BJP is Abhimanyu,
then it should also be
killed as the son of
Arjuna had laid his

Congress
former
Suresh
Routray
scribed
Patnaik

life while fighting.
The
political
circle here, however,
prefer
to
see
Mr.Pradhan in the
role of Abhimanyu as
he has been fighting
alone in the battle
field against the
Mighty BJD while
other senior leaders
are silent.
Recently, senior

“Narada” and his sonin-law and OPCC
President Prasad
Harichandan
as
Bishnu.
Therefore, Mr.
Pradhan
should
clarify the people to
whom he means as
the Abhimanyu who
are alone fighting
against the Naveen
Patnaik and com-

leader and
Minister
Chandra
had deNiranjan
as the

pany.
“We would welcome the selfish and
immoral alliance if
BJD goes for. This alliance is the work of
most
unethical
people. Everybody
knows no BJD leader
can utter a single
word without an instruction from the
Third Floor and
Mr.Mahtab is not an
ordinary parliamentarian. He has given a
fresh indication in
Odisha politics”,
Mr.Pradhan said.
“Many things
have happened in the
last 48 hours. First,
Mr.Mahatab was
asked to raise the
matter and 24 hours
after the remark, his
leader and Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik denied the
claim. Then, a leader
from
CongressSrikant Jena- who is
very nominal in his
party now, said that
Congress-BJD alliance
is
i m p o s s i b l e ” , M r.
Pradhan pointed out.
Mr.Mahatab on
his
part
said
Mr.Pradhan’s statement is See page-2
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Sachin Tendulkar to take part in
Kerala's anti-narcotic drive launch
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM(KCN):
Cricket
legend
Sachin Tendulkar
will participate in the
state-level inauguration of 'Vimukthi', an
awareness mission
against liquor and
narcotic abuse, here
on November 20.
The mission, envisaged to promote
abstinence and create
comprehensive
awareness against
drug abuse, is an ambitious initiative by
the CPI(M)-led LDF
government in the
state.
State Excise
Minister T P Ramakrishnan today told
the Assembly that
Tendulkar had already agreed to be a
part of the drive, as
per request of the
state government.

ISL fans moved by Nigerian footballer Dudu
Omagbemi singing Indian national anthem
CHENNAI(KCN):
In a recent match of
Indian Super League
held
between

Chennaiyin FC and
Mumbai City FC at
the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium in Chennai
the fans witnessed
one of the best moments on the football
pitch. Before the start
of each match the Indian national anthem
is played after the
players from both the
teams lineup on to the
football pitch.
Nigerian footballer
Dudu
Omagbemi representing the Chennaiyin
FC's was seen singing
the Indian national
anthem during the

lineup which got a
thunderous reception
from the fans who
were astonished by

the Nigerians love for
the India.
31-year-old
Dudu Omagbemi has
been an integral part
of Indian football,
playing for the ILeague and ISL clubs
for nearly one and
half decades. The explosive striker set
foot on the Indian soil
for the first time
when he was just 15.
He joined the Goan
side Sporting Clube
de Goa in 2000.
He has also
played for many top
I-League clubs with
the likes of East Ben-

gal FC, Salgaocar and
has also been a part of
ISL sides FC Pune
City and FC Goa.

Dudu Omagbemi in
many of his interviews has always
mentioned India as
his second home and
his performance and
action has just proved
his claim.
The ISL which
kicked-off last moth
has been getting a
rousing response
from all over the
world with the immense on-field action. Presence of international stars like
Diego Forlan, Lucio,
Helder Postiga and
John Arne Riise has
bought worldwide attention to the league.
The league so far
has been a keenly
contested one where
there is not much difference between the
teams in the points
table. Still more than
a month of action left
in the ISL this season,
the fans are set to enjoy more action as the
league progresses.
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"The state-level
inauguration of the
government's anti-liquor and narcotic
campaign will be

The
cricket
maestro's service
would be utilised effectively to promote
the campaign, he said

narcotic abuse.
Detailing the
functioning
of
'Vimukthi' mission,
the minister said mass

held on November
20. Sachin Tendulkar,
who had already
agreed to be part of
the drive, will participate in the inaugural
function," he said.

while replying to a
calling attention by C
Divakaran (CPI) on
the need to strengthen
awareness programmes to achieve abstinence and check

awareness programmes would be held
against consumption
of liquor, narcotic
substance and nicotine and its allied
products under the

drive.
It would be
implemented with the
support of various
stakeholders, including women Self Help
Group
Kudumbashree, volunteers
of student cadet cop
and national service
scheme and various
youth and women
outfits, he said.
"A governing
body, chaired by the
Chief Minister and an
Executive Committee
led by the Excise
Minister have already
been set up to coordinate initiatives of the
mission.Vimukthi
will have committees
at various levels,"
Ramakrishnan said.
To check drug abuse
among youngsters,
the government has
already set up 'antinarcotic clubs' in over

700 colleges and a
number of schools
across the state, he
said.
Complaint boxes
to submit complaints
against drug abuse
had been set up in
over 1,000 schools so
far, the minister
added. The Kerala
government had discussed
with
Tendulkar about the
state's anti-narcotic
campaign when he
met Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan at
the Secretariat here in
June.
Vijayan had then
said that the cricket
legend had given
consent to use his
name to strengthen
the campaign against
liquor and drug abuse
in the state.

Young Rishabh Pant hits
fastest hundred in Indian
first class cricket
LONDON(KCN):
British police investigating sexual abuse
in soccer have received calls from 250

ciation acknowledged it was braced
for compensation
claims.
Former profes-

England and Wales,"
Caroline Chisholm, a
government spokesman in the House of
Lords, told Britain's

tims.
"Maybe the visibility and the publicity around this event
will also trigger more

people, the government announced
Tuesday, as FIFA said
the high-profile scandal could lead to offenses by youth development coaches
being exposed worldwide.
In a day of developments, Chelsea
also opened an investigation into an employee from the
1970s who is now
dead, while the English Football Asso-

sionals have been
speaking publicly for
the first time over the
last two weeks about
the ordeals they went
through as youngsters. Some of the
victims previously
gave evidence to convict offenders without being named but
new allegations are
also being reported.
"Since this has
come out, 250 people
have already contacted the police in

upper chamber.
Police Scotland
on Tuesday joined
seven forces in England by confirming
it was looking into
abuse claims.
FIFA does not
believe Britain is the
only country where
the game has been exploited
by
pedophiles,
and
world soccer's governing body is ready
to offer "psychological support" to vic-

reaction around the
world and we should
be very open to really
listening to those who
have suffered this
treatment," FIFA secretary general Fatma
Samoura told British
broadcaster ITV.
A hotline has
been set up in England to report
abuses, while the FA
appointed a lawyer to
re-examine its response to convictions
of coaches in the

1990s. That could
lead to demands by
victims for payouts if
the FA's actions reflected what chairman Greg Clarke described as a "societal
failure" at the time to
protection children.
"If there are legal
consequences, we'll
deal with it," Clarke
said at Wembley Stadium, the FA's headquarters. "We won't,
in any way, conceal
the facts to protect
ourselves. I don't
think we should get
hung up on the compensation. (It) will be
a consequence of the
facts as they emerge.
If people have legal
rights, they will pursue them."
Clarke described
reports that clubs
might have sought to
pay off victims in return for their silence
as "morally repugnant."
Addressing current welfare issues in
soccer, Clarke added:
"You have to be paranoid when it comes to
child safeguarding."

