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Plea for Dubal fly

Bhubaneswar (K- Patnaik had wed for flight services be- pects.
CN): Itseems Union Direct flight between tween Bhubaneswar
Government will Dubai and Capital and Dubai to boost long-pending reques
the development of from various quarters
Odisha, which is for introducing a di-
emeging as a rect flight from
"growth-engine". Bhubaneswar to
Noting that the Dubai, MrPradhan
government has cre-said.
ated "ground-break- "l am made to un-
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Concern over Hefty GST

Bhubaneswar (K- Tourism said it will The Kerala con- the conclave said
CN): Odisha Gov- certainly take up the clave, in a unanimous "There is a need to

There has been a€rnment joins with issue of "hefty" GST resolution, had ex- give publicity to
t the Hospitality Indus- on hotel rooms tarfif pressed concern overOdishas natural re-

try in expressing con- in the meeting of its the GST Council of sources like forests,

Ing" progress in de- derstand that there are

veloping regional air more than 15,000
connectivity through Odia people residing
the UDAN scheme, in different parts of
the Petroleum andthe United Arab
Steel Minister said at Emirates, who are
soon start flights be- City of Odisha. present Bhubaneswarforced to undertake
tween Bhubaneswar The state has beenis only connected to an indirect route for
and Dubai as Union witnessing rise in Bangkok via direct travelling to Odisha.
Minister Dharmendra traffic to various in- flight service. "I also under
Pradhan today ged ternational destina- Mr.Pradhan said stand the Odia Soci-
the Centre to take tions due to increaseOdisha is "emeging ety of UAE had a
prompt steps for in industrial invest- as a growth-engine meeting with GM,
launching of direct ments and tourist for eastern India un- Air India Middle-
international flight footfalls, Mr.Pradhan der Prime Minister's East andAfrica re-
between Bhub- saidin a letter to Min- 'Purvodaya vision™, garding viability of a
aneswar and Dubai toister for Civil Avia- and improving direct directAir India flight
cater to the ‘Growth tion, Hardeep Singh international connec- between Bhub-

Centre.’ Puri. tivity will further give aneswar and Dubali,
Earlier Chief Mr.Pradhan said a fillip to the region's based on favourable
Minister Naveen launching direct developmental pros- See page-7

BJD drive for Members

Sambalpur (KCN): Membership Drive enroll more Members Sambalpur  and

With Chief Minister before the monthend,in the Biju Janata Deogarh, Nalini
Kanta Pradhan is now
in connect with the
Grass Root Level
leaders along with the
District and Block
Level Cadres for mo-
bilizing Membership
Drive as BJD is eye-
ing for 70 Lakh
Members this time.

Mr.Pradhan is er

ganizing Meeting of
the District Executive

Naveen Patnaik to overdrive is on in Dal(BJD). Committees in

take review of the Western Odisha to  BJD Observer for See page-7

cern of ‘Hefty’ GST council as it impacts Indiaimposing 28 per lakes, hills and others
on the Hotel Industry the tourism industry cent Goods and Ser and also the state's
which is harmingthe ~ She said on the vices Tax on hotel culture in order to at-
sector sidelines of the Con- rooms tarif over Rs ract more tourists to

MinisterTourism clave that "The Gov- 7,500 and 18 percentOd'S’haf | said th
Jyoti Prakash ernment is sensitive tax on rooms with tar devZIrg - Lal said that

: . S ping heritage
Panigrahi and Secre-to the needs of the in-iffs between Rs 2,500 gjta5 and natural tour
tary Tourism Vishal dustry and | am sure and Rs 7,500. ism places will help
Kumar Dev echoed that the government This tax rate was to boost the state's
the voice of Hotel and will be looking at high compared with potential besides pro-
RestauranfAssocia- various dimensions other countries, it had viding employment
tion of Odisha and the fact that is stated. Ms.Brar said to the local youths.
(HARO) Chairman impacting tourism.” the government will . Se€cretaryTour-
JK Mohanty had ex- TheADG Tour study how much it I\?ig]hal%ne(il/ sasig?r{(te?é
pressed concern overism statement is sig- (GST rate) is impact- p5ve been plans for
the high GST rate on nificant as it came ing theindustry'lam ihe development of
the hotel rooms while two days after the sure they (GST the tourism sector in
speaking at th&@our- Tourism Ministers' Council) will take a Odisha. Mmev said
ism Conclave. Conclave at Kovalam decision which is not Eco- Tourism, Bud-

However it came in Kerala, where dif- only in the interest of dhistTourism,Tribal
as a relief for the Hos- ferent states had ex-the industrybut also Tourism, Spiritual
pitality Sector when pressed concern overthe country as a 1ourism, Sports
Rupinder BrarAddi- the high GST rate on whole," she said. 'kll'ourlsm and others
. . ave a vast potential
tional Director Gen- hotel rooms and de- Governor Gan-

- , S .~ to attract tourists to
eral, Ministry of manded a reduction. eshi Lalinaugurating Qdisha.

You come forpress oppotunity: Sick child's par ent confronts UK PM at hospita

LONDON(KCN): ther of a sick child As Johnson vis- "That's just not
British Prime Minis- who said the care hisited Whipps Cross acceptable," Salem
ter Boris Johnson waschild received had University Hospital told Johnson, who
confronted at a Lon- not been acceptablein east London, Omar stood listening.
don hospital on and that the nation'sSalem remonstrated"There are not
Wednesday by the fa- health service had with Johnson over the enough people on this
been destroyed. care his 7-day-old ward."
daughter had re- "The NHS has
ceived on the been destroyed and
children's ward after now you come here
being treated by the for a press opportu-
emegency depart- nity," Salem told

ment. Johnson. Salem, post-
Salem, who de- ing on Twitter,

scribes himself on praised the emer
Twitter as an activist gency care his daugh-
for the opposition ter had received but
Labour Party com- said she had waited to
plained to Johnson see a doctor for hours
about repeated delayswhen transferred to a
on the ward. ward.

Mumbai courtorders plice o pote Rahul Gandhs emerks against Savarkar
Mumbai(KCN: A and a submit report to
court in Bhoiwada it. "Rahul Gandhi's
here has ordered po-comments are an in-
lice to conduct an in- sult of our ancestors.
quiry into Congress The court has ordered
leader Rahul Gandhi's Dadar police to call
alleged remarks Rahul Gandhi (if the
against Hindutva icon need arises),"
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar's descendant
Savarkar Ranjit Savarkar said.

The court ordered Gandhi had made
the police to conduct the alleged remarks
an inquiry under sec- against Savarkar in
tion 202 of the CrPC 2016.




