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Bhubaneswar (K-
CN)With Odisha
Government not able
to pay the incidental
costs to the Paddy
Procurers, Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik has urged the
Union Government
to settle the issue to
facilitate smooth pro-
curement of paddy.

Chief Minister
Mr.Patnaik has writ-
ten to Union Minister
Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public Distri-
bution Ram Vilash
Paswan in this regard
and asked to instruct
the Ministry Officials
to fix provisional in-
cidental costs at a rea-
sonable level imme-
diately.

Mr.Patnaik said
that Decentralized
System of Paddy Pro-
curement was started
in Odisha in 2003-04
with a modest pro-
curement of 60,000
Metric Ton (MT).

This has reached
52 Lakh MT in 2016-
17 and in 2017-18 the
State Administration
has already procured
34 Lakh MT of
Paddy. While Kharif
Paddy Procurement is
at fag end prepara-
tions are on for pro-
curement of Rabi
Paddy from 1 May,
2018.

And till date the
State Government
has not been able to
pay incidental
charges as the Gov-
ernment of India has
fixed rates at an ex-
tremely low level as
compared to the mar-
ket rates, which is not
acceptable to the
State.

Government of
India has fixed such

Naveen urges for incidentals
low rates using in-
dexation on the last
finalized accounts of
2003-04, while Gov-
ernment of Odisha

has already submitted
accounts up to 2015-
16.

While finaliza-
tion of accounts is a
time consuming pro-
cess and revision of
incidental rates at a
reasonable level
should not be contin-
gent to finalization of
up to date accounts.

If the State Gov-
ernment does not pay
incidentals at the ear-
liest there is every
possibilities of dis-
ruption in the Rabi
Paddy procurement.

In fact abnormal
lower rates fixed for
different incidentals
for Procurement of
Paddy and collection
of Custom Milled
Rice (CMR) has
posed serious prob-
lem authorities in the
State.

Ministry of Con-
sumer Affairs, Food
& Public Distribution

at Rs.4.75 Per Quin-
tal for brining paddy
from purchase cen-
ters to the mill pre-
mises for the Kharif

Marketing Season
(KMS) 2017-18.

Interestingly tra-
nsportation charges
for KMS 2016-17
was fixed at Rs.36.18
Per Quintal.

And instead of
hiking the transporta-
tion charges, Union
Government has
slashed to Rs.4.75 Per
Quintal, which is ap-
parently unworkable
considering the rates
of transportation
prevalent in Odisha.

According to
sources while for pro-
curement of paddy
this rate is fixed,
transportation cha-
rges on custom milled
rice from mill point to
godowns of the State
Agency is also low
and unworkable.

While during
KMS 2016-17 the
rate was Rs.13.44 Per
Quintal , Union Min-
istry has slashed it to

Rs.6.62 Per Quintal.
Both the rates are

unworkable and not
at all feasible consid-
ering the present rate
of food grains trans-
portation in the State,
pointed out the Rice
Millers.

Present transpor-
tation rates for food
grains transportation
is above Rs.30 Per
Quintal and officials
on Odisha State Civil
Supply Corporation
(OSCSC) agree that
the transportation
rates fixed by Union
Government is abnor-
mally low.

OSCSC, which
handling paddy pro-
curement is not able
to pay the amount to
the millers as the rate
is not acceptable to
them.

Similarly gunny
depreciation and us-
age charges have
been fixed at
Rs.12.30 as against
the State Government
proposal for
Rs.24.00.

Administrative
Charges on CMR has
been fixed at a much
lower level, which is
not acceptable to the
State Government,
officials say.

During KMS
2016-17 the Admin-
istrative Charges was
fixed at 2.5 Percent ,
which has been
slashed to 1 Percent
during KMS 2017-
18. This has created
jam and accordingly
Chief Minister
Mr.Patnaik has taken
up the issue with the
Union Government
to consider the hike
immediately as it is
threatening smooth
paddy procurement.

Bhubaneswar (K-
CN): Major crimes
like murder, dacoity,
burglary and swin-
dling have gone
down across the
State.

However, there
has been a rise in
cases of cyber crime,
rape, rioting, robbery
and motor vehicle ac-
cidents.  While cog-
nizable offences reg-
istered in the police
stations have risen
marginally during
2017, cases of rioting
have risen abnor-
mally by 25 percent
as compared to 2016.

The latest report
on crime scenario in
2017 reveals that to-
tal cases reported dur-
ing 2017 has gone up
to 1,03,866 as com-
pared to 1,03, 602 in
2016 and 1,03,200
during 2015.

Murder cases
have gone down as
1,267 cases were re-
ported in 2017, while
in 2016, it was 1,328
and in 2015, the num-
ber of murders regis-
tered was 1,473.
Similarly, dacoity
cases as reported
were 534 as com-
pared to 566 during
2016, while in 2015
it was 486.

Burglary cases
have also gone down
to 3,953 during 2017

Major crime on wane
against 4,004 cases
reported in 2016 and
4,046 cases registered
in police stations dur-
ing 2015. Swindling

cases too have wit-
nessed a decline as
2,960 cases were re-
ported during last
year as compared to
3,197 in 2016 and
2,925 in 2015.

However, rape
cases are on rise as
2,221 such instances
were reported in
2017, while it was
2,144 during 2016
and 2,286 in 2015.
Similarly, cases of ri-
oting recorded 25
percent rise with
2,407 cases reported
in 2017, while it was

1,914 during 2016
and 1,976 in 2015.

Police officials
believe the rise in
cases of rioting was a

result of unrest in
Bhadrak district. In
Bhadrak alone, 21
cases of rioting were
reported in 2016. The
number rose to 135
during 2017. Simi-
larly during the three-
tier rural polls, a
surge in cases of riot-
ing was recorded,
said sources.

Motor vehicle ac-
cidents are on rise
and during 2017, MV
cases of 10,855 were
reported, while it was
10,532 during 2016
and 10,542 during

2015. There has been
a three percent rise in
MV accidents even as
the Supreme Court of
India is insisting on
curbing MV acci-
dents and taking mea-
sures for generation
of awareness and
other steps to curb
deaths due to acci-
dents on roads.

As far as cyber
crime is concerned, it
is on rise and during
2017 at least 824
cases were registered.
It was 317 in 2016
and 385 in 2015.
Cases of ATM fraud
led the cyber crime
tally with 265 cases
while online fraud
cases were
206.Credit Card
fraud cases were 27
and bank fraud was
19.

Cases of viral of
video and images
were recorded at 184
while seven cases of
job fraud were regis-
tered during 2017.
However, Odisha Po-
lice has achieved sig-
nificant success in ar-
resting those engaged
in cyber crimes. Dur-
ing 2015, police ar-
rested 99 culprits,
while in 2017, at least
195 culprits were ar-
rested, said sources in
Crime Branch

C H A N D I G A R H
(K-CN): Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP)
supremo Mayawati
today hinted that the

BJP might prepone
the parliamentary
elections as their
popularity is on the

Mayawati hints that BJP might go in for early
Lok Sabha elections after their defeat in bypolls

decline and they have
been defeated is all
the by-elections in-
cluding in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar.

Addressing the
rally here today,
Mayawati said,``
with yesterday's by-

election result in
which the saffron
party lost it’s both
Gorakhpur and
Phulpur lok sabha

seats in UP and also
LS seat in Bihar,
there is a possibility
that the ruling BJP

might prepone Lok
Sabha elections
which are scheduled
to be held in 2019."

She went on to
say that the saffron
party might hold the
general elections
along with forthcom-
ing assembly elec-
tions in seven to eight
states. `` They know
that as they delay the
parliamentary elec-
tions it could cause
more damage to them
so.  In the present
situation there is a
great possibility of
holding Lok Sabha
polls before time,"
she claimed.

Mayawati  once
again raised the issue
of alleged See page 7


