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Bhubaneswar (K-
CN): Special Relief

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Bishnupada Sethi
said that heat wave
conditions prevail in

Awareness for heat wave
State between March
and May months

while in cases it has
been experienced till
June.

SRC Mr.Sethi

Funds crunch hits towns

said that the Chief
Secretary Aditya
Prasad Padhi today
advised officials to
create awareness on
preventive measures
to beat heat wave
condition during the
summer this year.

Reviewing the
preparedness of dif-
ferent departments
for possible heat
wave conditions,
Mr.Padhi the cam-
paigns should be ex-
tensive.

Mr.Padhi di-
rected the officials to
remain pepared for
emergency situation
and involve people’s
representatives and
voluntary organiza-

tions. Mr.Padhi sug-
gested advance warn-
ing, drinking water
facility, health care
provision during the
summer months to
prevent any casualty.
He also asked the of-
ficials to make water
arrangement for do-
mesticated and wild
animals.

He said more wa-
tersheds should be set
up in collaboration
with voluntary orga-
nizations also.

Mr.Padhi laid
emphasis on arrange-
ment for more ORS
packets in hospitals
and round the clock
facility for treatment
of heatstroke victims.

Bhubaneswar (K-
CN): Nomination pa-
pers of all the ruling
BJD candidates for
the ensuing elections
from Odisha were
found to be valid.

This was in-
formed by Returning
Officer Rajesh
Prabhakar Patil on
Tuesday.

Though the
nomination of
Prashanta Nanda and
recently inducted into
party fold- Achyuta
Samanta, Soumya
Ranjan Patnaik, were
valid, the Returning
Officer rejected the
papers of the lone in-

BJD nominations in order
dependent candidate

Subhas Mohapatra.
M o h a p a t r a ’s

nomination has been
rejected as he failed
to require adequate
MLAs as proposers.

The BJD candi-
dates had filed their

nomination papers on

March 9.
According to the

poll schedule. The
voting polling will be
held between 9 AM
and 4 PM on March
23,  if required.

The votes will be

counted at 5 PM on
the same day.
Since BJD has 118
MLAs out of the to-
tal 147 Assembly
seats in the state,
three party leaders
will certainly be
elected to the Upper
House of the parlia-
ment.

Three seats in
Rajya Sabha from the
state will fall vacant
as the tenure of BJD
Members AU
Singhdeo and Dilip
Tirkey as well as
BJD-backed Inde-
pendent candidate AV
Swami is scheduled
to end on April 2.

Bhubaneswar (K-
CN):  DGP Rajendra
Prasad Sharma said
that in today’s dy-
namic and fast chang-
ing world, new forms
of crimes like cyber
crime and cyber secu-
rity have come to
centre stage and po-
lice needs to upgrade
its skills with use of
new modern gadgets
and technology.

While inaugurat-
ing the State Senior
Police Officers Meet
here expressed the
importance of use of
latest technological
innovations, like, in-
troduction of e-office
in State Police Head-
quarters as well as in
the Range and Dis-
trict officers to make
them paperless and
faster movement of
file on line bringing
transparency and op-
timum use of man-
power.

He informed that
it has been decided to
introduce at least one
model police station
in each district which
will be ideal in all as-
pects of its function-
ing.

Dr.Sharma today
congratulated the
force in tackling left
wing extremism in
the state but said it
needed to evolve new
strategies as the prob-
lem continues.

DGP favours kkill upgrade
The problem

(LWE) still exists and
Odisha Police need to
evolve the strategies

against the naxals, he
said and asked police
officers not to be
complacent. "The po-
lice has done a won-
derful job in tackling
the LWEs. We cannot
rest till there is a de-
cade of absolute
naxal free incidents in
the State," Dr.Sharma
said inaugurating the
60th Senior Police
Officers’ Conference
here.

Nine CRPF per-
sonnel were killed
during the day after
Maoists blasted their

mine protected ve-
hicle using over 50
kgs of explosives in
Sukma district of

neighbouring Chha-
ttisgarh. The DGP
said that policemen
need to upgrade their
skill by using modern
gadgets and technol-
ogy in view of the
new forms of crime in
the fast changing sce-
nario.

Referring to the
modernisation of the
force in the State,
Dr.Sharma said each
district will have a
model police station.
The features of model
police station would
be best infrastructure,

logistics, skilled
manpower, high rate
of conviction, effec-
tive crime control and
quality as well as ex-
peditious investiga-
tions. "We will ac-
cord a police station
the status of model
police station after
examining the param-
eters. Adequate man-
power will be sup-
plied to the model
police stations," he
said.

On the shortage
of manpower in po-
lice, Sharma said
there was nearly 35
per cent shortage of
sub-inspectors and
assistant sub-inspec-
tors and the proposal
for recruitment of ad-
ditional manpower
for the force is being
considered by the
Government.

Dr Sharma called
upon the young Po-
lice officers to ac-
tively participate in
the debates, discus-
sions and interactive
programmes in the
conference. The is-
sues and challenges
relevant to contem-
porary policing have
been carefully stud-
ied and chosen as top-
ics of discussion in
the conference, he
added.

The DGP
emphasised on
people See page-7

Bhubaneswar (K-
CN): Large number
of Urban Local Bod-
ies (ULB)S are lan-
guishing due to little
funds available for
funding basic infra-
structure as Union
Government has
closed such funding
facilities for last four
years.

More than 100
ULBs in Odisha are
in dire straits and cry-
ing for funds as there
is hardly any Central
Assistance is made
available for the Ur-
ban Areas having less
than One Lakh Popu-
lation.

Out of 110 ULBs,
only Nine Towns are
having population
more than One Lakh
and these Urban Ar-
eas are covered under
Atal Mission For Re-
juvenation and Urban
Tr a n s f o r m a t i o n
(AMRUT).

While Nine
AMRUT Towns are
covering 28.5 Lakh
populations, rest 100
Towns are covering a
further population of
over 28 Lakhs.

As these 100
Towns are having less
than One Lakh Popu-
lation, these Urban
Zones are not getting
any funds for infra-
structure develop-
ment as since 2014,

the Central Scheme
covering these areas
like Urban Infrastruc-
ture Development for
Small and Medium

Towns (UIDSSMT)
has been closed
down.

So all these Ur-
ban Zones are crying
for funding support
and there is hardly
any funds available.

These small and
medium towns not
covered under
AMRUT, which re-
quire development of

urban infrastructure,
water supply, sewer-
age, septage manage-
ment and other basic
requirements.

So the State Gov-
ernment has recently
urged the Ministry of
Urban Development
(MoUD) to fund
these Urban Zones
with a Scheme hav-
ing 80 Percent sup-
port of Union Gov-
ernment and rest 20
Percent to be borne
by the State Govern-
ment, said
a senior officials in
Department of Hous-
ing & Urban Devel-
opment (DoHUD).

It has pointed out
that adequate focus is
required to address
the challenges of ur-
banization, especially
in small and medium
towns of the State.

Similarly there is
hardly any funding
for Urban Transport
in the AMRUT
Towns as funding pri-
ority is set at No.4 af-
ter Water Supply,
Sewage and Drain-
age.
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