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am the true heir of Jaya, will accept
BJP protests Rule change Isupport
of OPS: Deepa Jayakumar

Bhubaneswar (KCN): The State BJP
today knocked the
door of the State
Election Commission
to protest the purported change in the
rule over election of
Zilla Parishad Chairman posts.
It alleged that the
change is aimed more
at keeping under
check the elected
BJD representatives
due to intra-party
squabbles within the
ruling BJD than bring
in transparency in the
election process as
claimed by the government.

He said the hurry
of the State government in amending the
Odisha Zilla Parishad
Election Act 1994 has
brought to the fore
the
intra-party
squabbles in the ruling party.
“If the Government was so serious
why did it not amend
the Act after the
2002,2007, and 2012
panchayat polls,”
asked BJP Spokesperson,
Sajjan
Sharma after senior
party leader Sameer
Mohanty led a delegation to the SEC to
handover a memo-

randum earlier in the
day.
Mr.Sharma also
criticized the notification in this regard
yesterday which
specified that representatives of different
parties will be present
during the open ballot election of Zilla
Parishad Chairmen
instead of the secret
ballot system followed in earlier elections. “This move of
the ruling party is
mainly due to its apprehension about
possible defeat in
election of Chairmen,” Mr.Sharma
pointed out.

Fifty-three Indian fishermen released
from Sri Lankan prison on Friday
COLOMBO(KCN):
Fifty-three Indian

legedly by
Lankan navy.

the

mission in Colombo
that it will release all

high-level discussion
between the two sides

fishermen were today
released from a Sri
Lankan jail, days after the two countries
decided to release
fishermen in each
other's custody to defuse tension following the killing of an
Indian fisherman al-

"Fifty-three fishermen have been released from Jaffna jail
while 32 others are
still in custody in
Vuvuniya jail," Fishery Ministry officials
said. Sri Lanka had
earlier informed the
Indian High Com-

85 Indian fishermen
in their custody, External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson
Gopal Baglay said.
Sri Lanka and India on Wednesday
agreed to release fishermen held in each
other's custody after a

in Colombo in a bid
to defuse the tension
following the killing
of an Indian fisherman. A 22-year-old
fisherman from Tamil
Nadu was killed and
another injured on
March 6 allegedly by
the Sri Lankan Navy.

Odisha's poll violence forces
some villages to abandon homes

KORAPUT(KCN):
AS many as 50 persons of 14 families of
Pallur village under
Narayanpatna police
limits in the district
deserted their homes
on Wednesday alleging harassment and
boycott by a section of
villagers in a postelection related violence.
Sources said two
groups of villagers are
at loggerheads following the death of a villager, Abilash Bagh, in
connection with postpoll violence on February 17. Bagh,a Congress supporter, was
killed by a group of

villagers who are allegedly BJD activists
over poll related
tussle. A few days
later, his brother
Yudhistir had lodged
an
FIR
at
Narayanpatna police
station against 19 persons of the rival group.
The situation only
worsened after the cremation of Bagh and
things
did
not
normalise ever since.
The group supporting Bagh family
was allegedly harassed and stopped
from collecting drinking water from tubewells. In absence of
cooperation from

Narayanpatna police,
they decided to meet
Laxmipur Sub-Divisional Police Officer
Hemant Padhi but he
too was away at
Koraput town on some
official work on
Wednesday, the villagers alleged.
Fearing more harassment from the rival
group, about 50 persons of 14 families
have left the village
with their belongings
and domestic animals.
The SDPO said
all villagers are safe
and residing with their
respective relatives.
Padhi, however, said
poll violence was not

the reason behind the
dispute and they are
investigating to get to
the root of the issue.
Inspector-in-charge of
Narayanpatna police
station Umesh Sahu
said patrolling in the
village has been increased and the
oustees will come
back home by March
17 after a meeting between administration
and villagers of both
the parties. Action will
be taken against the 19
persons after receiving
the postmortem report
of Bagh, he added.

CHENNAI(KCN):
Deepa Jayakumar,
niece of late Chief
Minister
J
Jayalalithaa and secretary-cum-treasurer
of MGR Amma
Deepa Peravai on
Thursday reiterated
that she was the true
heir of Jayalalithaa
and will accept the
support of faction led
by O Panneerselvam
if offered.
Deepa said she
would oppose the
Sasikala faction
tooth and nail. The
candidate of Sasikala
faction would lose

deposit in this by-

election, she said.
Asked about her
stand
if
the
Panneerselvam faction also fields a candidate, Deepa said
“There won’t be any
change in my mind.
In an election, there
will be many candidates.”
“I begin my

work for the RK
Nagar by-election from this
moment. I will
tell the people of
RK Nagar that
Amma had sacrificed her life
for your sake. Give
me her place and I
promise to dedicate
my life for you,”
Deepa said.
Asked whether
she would seek the
support of OPS, she
said “I would not
seek the support of
anyone; but won’t resist any support if it
is offered.”

US economy adds 235,000 new jobs in February: Labor Department
WASHINGTON(KCN):
US economy had another strong month of
job creation in February, with the manufacturing, health care,
mining and construction sectors all adding
positions, the Labor
Department reported
today.
Employers added
a net 235,000 new
positions for the
month, well above an
analyst forecast just
shy of the 238,000
new positions added
in January, official

figures
showed.
Meanwhile, in another sign that jobs
markets are tightening, the already low
unemployment rate
fell a tenth of a point
to 4.7 per cent.
That
decline
came even as the labor force participation rate rose to 63
per cent, a level not
surpassed in almost
three years, meaning
people who had been
on the sidelines are
rejoining the labor
market.
With

February's robust job
creation, the world's
largest economy has
added an average of
209,000 new jobs
over the last three
months.
The result was
sure to boost already
high expectations that
the central bank will
raise its benchmark
interest rate next
week. The Federal
Reserve has sent
strong signals this
month that it is likely
to hike, barring negative surprise in eco-

nomic data. Job creation, unemployment
and inflation have all
approached the central bank's targets.
Quickening
wage gains were also
recorded in February,
with average hourly
earnings rising six
cents, or 0.2 per
cent, to USD 26.09.
In the goods producing sector, payrolls rose by 95,000
new positions, the
highest level since
March of 2000.
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Kajol, Priyanka hail Pakistan's move to remove ban on Indian films
Bombay (KCN):
‘Mental Manadhil’
from OK Kanmani,
‘Mei Nigara’ from 24,
and now, ‘The
Breakup Song’ from
Ae Dil Hai Mushkil...
Jonita Gandhi is on the
crest of a wave. Over
telephone
from
Mumbai, the 27-yearold says with a laugh,
“My phone has been
buzzing with messages ever since the
(‘Breakup’) song released. Many were
quite surprised when
they came to know
that I had sung it. I am
not sure why.” As for
Jonita, it was one of
the most fun projects
that she had done. “We

were partying and recording… it was dramatic,” she says.
Jonita has a lot on
her plate, from recording for movies to performing live gigs. But
she also talks about a
dream that she has
been holding on to for
sometime now. “Writing music... I want to
sing something that I
have written from
scratch. How cool
would that be,” she
says, a little lost in
thought. “I have written in the past, but I am
just very picky. So I
am not sure whether
many of those will see
the light of day,” she
adds after a pause.

Meanwhile, she is
consciously making
sure that her YouTube
channel (Jonita Music
has over half a lakh
followers) thrives –
given that’s where she
began her journey as a
musician. “I used to
record my song videos, all covers, on my
phone and post them,”
she recalls. Later, as
her channel continued
to gain visitors, she
started making professional videos, selfproduced videos and
collaborating with different artistes. “This
was way back in 2011,
and that’s how far I
could
reach
Bollywood
from

Toronto. But it helped
me get a foot in the
door, as several music
composers recognised

me, and next thing I
know, I was doing a
tour with Sonu Nigam
in North America,”

she says. Following
the tour, Jonita debuted in Bollywood
with Chennai Express.
“Till then, I had
only performed in live
shows. I hadn’t recorded a Bollywood
song from scratch.
Understanding and
learning a composition on the spot was
new to me. So I was
extremely nervous,”
she recalls. The first
song she recorded was
the title song of
Chennai Express for
Vishal-Shekhar. “The
song was already
done, and the male
voice was by SPB sir.

Katy Perry's first public show Sofia Vergara's son
after split from Orlando Bloom Manolo Gonzalez
makes modelling debut

LOS ANGELES(KCN): Singer Katy
Perry made her first
public appearance
following her split
from actor Orlando
Bloom. She was attending the 2017
iHeartRadio Music
Awards.

Perry flaunted a
strapless jumpsuit at
the red carpet of the
awards gala here on
Sunday and couldn't
stop smiling while
posing for photographers,
reports
aceshowbiz.com.
Perry had time to
chat with radio host
Elvis Duran on the
red carpet.
After he talked
about her new look,
Perry said: "Well
yeah, if you're going
this extreme it
should, hello! I'm try-

ing to get more attention, obviously. You
can just grow it back.

"Honestly, I tried
to take my full head
of hair platinum and
I had a lot of breakages. I've always
wanted to look like
Miley Cyrus. I've always wanted to have
that pixie haircut, so
I said, 'Let's just go

for it.'"
She added: "I feel
like there's a new

wave, a new authentic vibe coming in
and I think this
matches. I want to redefine what it means
to be feminine.
"Look at Scarlett
Johansson, who's one
of the most beautiful
women in the world.

We have the same
haircut and I saw her
at an Oscars party and

was like, 'I'm doing
it.' You're hot, you
can be hot and look
great with this kind of
hair. Why not?"
At the event,
Perry was joined by
Ed Sheeran and Fifth
Harmony among
other celebrities.

Famous Exes Who Kept Working Together After
Breakups: The Good, the Fine and the Awkward

So far, Tarek and
Christina El Moussa's
HGTV empire has
proved to be splitproof.
And not only are

the Flip or Flop stars
busily shooting new
episodes of their hit
reality real estate
show, but the network
confirmed this week

Bollywood actors Alia Bhatt and Varun
Dhawan had a fun time promoting their upcoming film Badrinath Ke Dulhania at India
Gate, in New Delhi on Feb 22. (IANS)

that five spin-offs are
in the works, with
two new series set to
premiere later this
year and three more
due in 2018.
The new shows
will be starring other
couples and the future
of the flagship Flip or
Flop remains officially up in the air, but
if they hadn't publicly
acknowledged as
much, you wouldn't
know anything was
amiss between the El
Moussas at all.
But that's professionalism for you.
Commitment to the
job is only half the
battle—you've got be
able to execute the
fairy tale at the end of
the day.So far, Tarek

and Christina El
Moussa's HGTV empire has proved to be
split-proof.
And not only are
the Flip or Flop stars
busily shooting new
episodes of their hit
reality real estate
show, but the network
confirmed this week
that five spin-offs are
in the works, with
two new series set to
premiere later this
year and three more
due in 2018.
The new shows
will be starring other
couples and the future
of the flagship Flip or
Flop remains officially up in the air, but
if they hadn't publicly
acknowledged as
much, you wouldn't
know anything was
amiss between the El
Moussas at all. But
that's professionalism
for you. Commitment
to the job is only half
the battle—you've
got be able to execute
the fairy tale at the
end of the day.

WASHINGTON(KCN):
Manolo
Gonzalez Vergara, the
only child of Sofia

the floor that has a
shattered mirror reflecting them.
The young model

Vergara, recently
made his plunge into
modelling industry
following in his
mother’s footsteps.
The 24-year-old
son made his modelling debut in a photo
spread for Paper
magazine's latest issue, inspired by the
films of Spanish director Pedro Almodovar,
reports E! Online.
In one photo,
Gonzalez Vergara
wears a black suit and
poses along model
Stevie DeFelice who
is sporting a red top,
skirt and blazer as the
duo hold a Bloody
Mary each and sit on

also took to his
Instagram handle to
thank the magazine.
“And for allowing
me to sit next to Stevie
DeFelice. I hope she
wasn't too traumatized,” he added.
Vergara’s 44year-old mom had
modelled for years before she moved from
her native Colombia
to the United States to
concentrate on an acting career. Her son,
who she raised as a
single,
working
mother, has also
dabbled in acting and
appeared with her in a
Head & Shoulders
commercial in 2014.

Rachita Ram set for
varsity course

Rachita Ram seems
destined to work with
the top actors of Sandalwood, if the list of
her films are anything

to go by. The actress
who made a transition
from TV serials to the
silver screen has
worked with stars including Darshan,
Sudeep,
Puneeth
Rajkumar, Ramesh
Aravind, Ganesh and
Dhruva Sarja. Now,

she has just bagged an
Upendra movie.
Rachita tells City
Express that working
with each star has
been a learning experience,
but
when it comes to
Upendra, it is like
entering a “Film
University”.
“When I worked
with Darshan,
Sudeep, Puneeth
and Ganesh, they
gave me acting
tips and technical
gyan time and again.
With Uppi, I am sure
to learn more about
filmmaking. For me,
he is a university.”
The film produced
by
Vijayalakshmi Urs
will go on the floors
from December end.
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NEW DELHI(KCN): Aim to bring
more locally-produced series and
films to its Indian
viewers,
global
internet TV network
Netflix on Monday
announced strategic
partnerships with
Airtel, Videocon d2h
and Vodafone. The
move is to offer
Netflix services over
the top (OTT)
through these companies' direct-to-home
and mobile plat-

viewing experience
and incredible joy,"
Hastings added.
Bharti Airtel will
integrate the Netflix
app into its direct-tohome
service
throughout the country.
"Airtel has been a
pioneer in bringing
the best of global
content and products
to its customers. We
are delighted to partner Netflix to bring
their popular content
to our customer on

rich content to further
delight our millions
of customers", said
Sandeep Kataria, Director Commercial,
Vodafone India.
Coming soon on
Netflix will be
Marvel's "Iron Fist"
and new seasons of
"Orange is the New
Black" and "House of
Cards".
Later this year,
members will have
exclusive access to
Netflix original films
such as "War Ma-

Gyllenhaal, Tilda
Swinton and Paul
Dano; "Our Souls at
Night" from acclaimed Indian director Ritesh Batra and
starring
Robert
Redford and Jane
Fonda; and "Bright",
starring Will Smith
and Joel Edgerton.
"Working with
some of India's top
artists, we cannot
wait to bring more
locally-produced series and films to our
more than 93 million

Business/Commerce

Government to consider 5 proposals
for setting up new SEZs on March 8
NEW DELHI(K-

India and L&T Con-

CN): The Commerce Ministry will
consider five proposals of SEZ developers, including Oracle

struction Equipment,
for setting up new
Special Economic
Zones on March 8.
These applica-

tions will be considered at the meeting
of the Board of Approval
(BoA),
headed by Commerce Secretary Rita
Teaotia.
Oracle India and
L&T Construction
Equipment have proposed to set up IT/
ITeS Special Economic Zones (SEZs)
in Karnataka. The
latter has proposed
two zones.
The other developer - Modern Asset
- too has planned two
IT/ITeS zone in

Karnataka over an
area of 2.33 hectares.
Exports from
SEZs logged a marginal growth of 0.77
per cent to Rs 4.67
lakh crore in 201516. The exports from
such 204 zones stood
at Rs 4.63 lakh crore
in 2014-15.
Currently, highest number of SEZs
are operational in the
states of Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka,
Telengana
and
Maharashtra.

Gold below Rs 30,000; falls Rs 350 on global cues, low demand

forms.
"India is more
movie-centric and
among the top three
markets in terms of
mobile usage. We are
investing heavily on
content and will soon
open an office in
Mumbai,"
Reed
Hastings, Co-founder
and CEO of Netflix,
told reporters here.
Netflix launched
its service globally in
January 2016, including in India.
"In 2017, we will
work on making our
Indian service better
in every dimension.
What's unique about
Netflix is that we
have got international
originals and we will
focus on premium
content," Hastings
added.
With these partnerships, Netflix's
critically-acclaimed
programmes like
'House of Cards' and
'Narcos and The
Crown' will be easily
accessible to consumers across direct-tohome and mobile
platforms throughout
the country.
"In the months
and years to come, we
look forward to
bringing our Indian
members more compelling stories from
all over the world, an
ever-improving

one of our key digital
platforms," Said
Gopal Vittal, Managing Director and CEO
(India & South Asia),
Bharti Airtel.
Netflix will also
be integrated into the
Videocon d2h set-top
box, allowing viewers to instantly access
Netflix by clicking a
dedicated Netflix button on the remote
control.
"We are delighted to have
Netflix as a partner
on our HD Smart
Connect STB. This
partnership strengthens our DNA of innovation by providing
an instant TV screen
experience
for
Netflix users in a
seamless manner,"
added
Saurabh
Dhoot, Executive
Chairman, Videocon
d2h.
In the mobile
space, Netflix will
partner
with
Vodafone on pre-paid
programs and will
enable payment integration, allowing
Vodafone customers
in India to pay for
their Netflix subscriptions via their
monthly bill.
"We are proud to
be the first mobile
partner of Netflix in
India and look forward to offering its

chine" starring Brad
Pitt and Sir Ben
Kingsley; "Okja"
starring
Jake

members households
around the world,"
Hastings told reporters.

NEW DELHI(KCN): Gold prices
dipped below the Rs
30,000 mark today,
plunging Rs 350 to
Rs 29,750 per 10

slipped below the Rs
43,000-mark by falling Rs 300 to Rs
42,800 per kg on reduced offtake by industrial units and

following end of the
marriage season
mainly pulled down
gold prices.
Globally, gold
fell 0.19 per cent to

grams amid a weak
trend in overseas
market and fall in demand from local jewellers.
Silver
also

coin makers.
Traders said apart
from a weak trend
overseas, fall in demand from local jewellers and retailers

USD 1,231.90 an
ounce and silver by
0.92 per cent to USD
17.78 an ounce in
Singapore.
In the national

capital, gold of 99.9
and 99.5 per cent purity tumbled by Rs
350 each to Rs
29,750 and Rs 29,600
per ten grams, respectively. It had gained
Rs 375 in Saturday's
trade. Sovereign,
however, remained
unaltered at Rs
24,500 per piece of
eight grams. Silver
ready dropped by Rs
300 to Rs 42,800 per
kg, while weeklybased delivery surged
by Rs 535 to Rs
42,700 per kg on
speculative buying.
Silver coins plummeted by Rs 1,000 at
Rs 73,000 for buying
and Rs 74,000 for
selling of 100 pieces.

Sensex closes at two year high, retakes 29,000 mark, RIL top mover
MUMBAI(KCN):
The markets made a
powerful comeback
today as the Sensex
rallied almost 216
points and reclaimed
the 29,000-mark to
close at a 2-year high,
cashing in on solid
gains in index heavyweight RIL amid
mixed global cues.
The all-powerful
GST Council approved the final draft
of central GST (CGST) and integrated
GST (I-GST) and
will take up for approval the state-GST
and Union TerritoryGST (UT-GST) laws
at its next meeting
due March 16, which
instilled a sense of
confidence in investors.
The 30-share barometer remained up
throughout and hit a
high of 29,070.20,
powered by a rally in
RIL and other bluechips. The index
ended 215.74 points
up, or 0.75 per cent,
at 29,048.19 -- its
highest closing since
March 5, 2015, when
it had closed at
29,448.95.

The index has
lost 152.04 points
over the past two
days.
The optimism led
to the NSE Nifty
gaining 65.90 points,
or 0.74 per cent, to
end at 8,963.45, a
level last seen on
March 3, 2015, too
when it settled at
8,996.25.
The
rupee
notched up gains
against the dollar,
which added to the
sunny side.
Reliance Industries came out top on
the heap, surging 3.69
per cent and settling
at a fresh 9-year high
of Rs 1,304.90, after
the company announced that the promoters will be reshuffling
their
shareholding.
RIL has gone up
by over 21 per cent
after its telecom venture Jio said last
month that it will begin charging for data
services from April.
Dredging Corporation rallied 12.68
per cent to close at Rs
502, largely on reports of possible

stake sale.
Capital inflows
continued, which en-

mixed.
China's
Shanghai Composite
and Hong Kong's

Bank unveiled plans
over the weekend to
raise 8 billion euros

while 7, including
TCS,
Hindustan
Unilever and Dr

sured both the Sensex
and the Nifty were
back at their crucial
levels. Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)
net bought shares
worth Rs 1,528.48
crore on last Friday,
according to provisional data.
Globally, major
Asian indices closed

Hang Seng rose.
Japan's Nikkei, however, fell as the yen
jumped after North
Korea fired four ballistic missiles, three
of which landed in
Japanese waters.
European shares
sank at the start of
trade after Germany's
troubled Deutsche

(USD 8.5 billion) in
fresh capital.
Other
major
gainers that fed the
rally were Adani
Ports (2.48 per cent),
Tata Motors (2.30 per
cent), Bharti Airtel
(1.81 per cent) and
SBI (1.79 per cent).
As many as 23
stocks finished higher

Reddy's,
ended
lower.
On the sectoral
front, oil & gas
zoomed 1.32 per
cent, followed by infrastructure, auto and
power.
Broader markets
such as the BSE midcap and small-cap
went up.
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BCCI withdraws complaint
against Smith and Handscomb
NEW DELHI(KCN): The BCCI today decided to withdraw the complaint
against Steve Smith
and
Peter
Handscomb on the
controversial Decision Review System
(DRS) call issue that
led to war of words
between the rival
teams.
The BCCI had
today lodged an official complaint trying
to press Level 2
charge against Smith
and Handscomb for
violating spirit of the
game.
However Cricket Australia (CA)
chief executive James
Sutherland today met
his opposite number
Rahul Johri at the
BCCI headquarters in
Mumbai to resolve
the issue. It was decided that the two
captains would meet
in Ranchi to solve the
crisis.
"BCCI and CA
have resolved to restore focus on the ongoing series amidst
the increased attention towards issues
which have emanated
during the course of
the 2nd Test match in
Bangalore," a press

release stated.
Johri

and

Sutherland discussed
the matters at length,
agreed the importance of bringing
back the focus to the
game and the much
anticipated next Test
match in Ranchi.
Sutherland said,
"A series between India and Australia is
bound to generate
considerable excitement for fans in both
the countries. On the
field the two teams

are fierce competitors
who represent their

countries with pride.
As we have seen this
week in Bangalore,
with so much at stake,
tensions can bubble
over. "We are half
way through what has
already been a riveting series - and there
is still much to look
forward to. In discussing the relevant
issues in depth, we
have agreed that it is
in the best interests of
the game to put these

differences aside and
clear the way for the

focus to be on the
cricket, and the remaining matches of
the series."
Johri on his part
said "India has always cherished a
contest with Australia
and over the years,
the performances of
both, the teams and
the players, are testimony to the level of
competitiveness that
exists between these
two teams.
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Bopanna to face
Djokovic in Indian Wells
INDIAN WELLS
(USA)
(KCN):
Rohan Bopanna is set

is back with his regular partner Pablo
Cuevas for this tour-

up with Argentine
Del Porto and they
open their campaign

for a clash with
Novak Djokovic
while
veteran
Leander Paes has
combined forces with
Juan Martin Del
Potro for the ATP Indian Wells Masters
event, here. Bopanna

nament and they face
Serbian team of
Djokovic and Victor
Troicki.
Paes, who has
also been struggling
to play with one partner consistently this
season, has teamed

against
Luxembourg's Gilles
Muller and American
Sam Querry.World
number 26 Querry is
in red hot form as he
beat Rafael Nadal in
the final to win ATP
500 event Acapulco
last week

"While having
responded officially

to one such incident
which happened in
the last Test, together,
we believe that the
focus of the teams
and the joy they provide to the fans,
should not be diluted
and it is imperative to
ensure that the rest of
the series, which
promises a great
cricketing contest,
not be compromised," he concluded.

BCCI COA meets Kumble, Team India support staff during BCCI awards
NEW DELHI(KCN) : The Committee of Administrators
(COA) held a fruitful
first meeting with
coach Anil Kumble
and rest of the Indian
cricket team's support
staff on the sidelines
of the BCCI Awards
in Bengaluru.
The COA led by
former CAG Vinod
Rai had a detailed
discussion with head
coach Kumble and
assistant coaches R
Sridhar and Sanjay

Bangar.
Diana Edulji and
Ramachandra Guha
were the other COA
members who were
present in the meeting held yesterday,
before the Annual
Awards function in
the evening.
Kumble
has
been asked to prepare
a report covering the
the national team,
women's cricket as
well as junior cricket.
A discussion
also took place on the

central contracts of
the India players and
renumeration to the
support staff including Bangar and
Sridhar, who are
seeking a revision in
their salaries.
It has been learnt
that COA chief Rai
had a separate meeting with India captain
Virat Kohli and junior selection committee
chairman
Venkatesh Prasad.

Spanish giant Barcelona discovers unlikely hero in Sergi Roberto
BARCELONA(KCN): With the tip of
his right foot, Sergi
Roberto touched
glory.
The 25-year-old
Barcelona midfielder
with bushy hair and
broad, almost goofy
grin wasn't supposed
to decide the fate of a
team stacked with
battle-tested stars.
But that's exactly
what he did.
"When I woke
up, I wasn't sure if it
hadn't all been a
dream," Roberto said
the day after he
stretched his leg to
tap in the winning
goal in Barcelona's
remarkable 6-1 victory over Paris SaintGermain.
The dramatic
goal in the fifth and
final minute of stoppage time Wednesday
made Barcelona the
first team to overturn
a 4-0 first-leg loss in
the
Champions
League.
"I didn't see a
thing until the ball
went in," Roberto
said. "I could see that
(Gerard) Pique hadn't
reached (the ball) and
I threw everything at
it. It went in and we
all went crazy. We

could feel that the
Camp Nou was buzzing. I simply have no
words to explain how
it felt.
Barcelona coach
Luis Enrique had

tion mode needing
three goals to stay
alive, Roberto entered the match in the
76th minute with the
score 3-1. Neymar's
two late goals then set

ward."
He should know.
As Barcelona's reserve team coach,
Luis Enrique brought
Roberto up from the
club's youth squads in

2015, and that was
only the fifth of his
career.
"I was always
joking with him that
he couldn't score
even if the net were as

him to right back following the departure
of Dani Alves,
Roberto represents
the last link in the
chain of Barcelona's
h o m e b r e d

Roberto on the bench
at the start of the
game, sacrificing him
for
Javier
Mascherano to add
muscle and veteran
poise to a three-man
defense. But with
Barcelona in despera-

the scene for Roberto.
"At first we had
thought to put Sergi
Roberto on the right
flank," Luis Enrique
said about the decision to send on
Roberto, "but he has
a knack of going for-

2009-10.
Not that putting
the ball in the net was
Roberto's strength.
Despite being a regular starter this season,
Roberto hadn't scored
a goal for Barcelona
since September

wide as a rainbow,"
Luis Enrique said.
"And look what happened. Today he is
the one who scores.
That's why football is
amazing."
Even though
Luis Enrique moved

midfielders that runs
through
Andres
Iniesta,
Xavi
Hernandez and Pep
Guardiola. When
playing alongside
Iniesta, Roberto has
shown the ball control and creative pass-

ing skills which are
central to Barcelona's
signature style.
It is a midfield
lineage that was
threatened by the exit
of Thiago Alcantara
and Cesc Fabregas in
recent years. So, as
Luis Enrique said in
December, Roberto's
future is back in the
midfield.
Luis Enrique
had commented on
several occasions that
Roberto would become a complete
player once he discovered his scoring
touch. And that he
did, in the biggest
moment imaginable.
His training in
the Barcelona mold
ingrained at the La
Masia academy from
the age of 14 served
him well when it mattered the most.
Roberto pushed into
the area just as he had
been taught, judging
the right moment to
avoid being offside
and leaving PSG's
defenders hopeless to
stop his run.
Instead of finding seasoned scorers
Lionel Messi or Luis
Suarez, Neymar's
last-gasp lob fell to
Roberto in front of

Kevin Trapp's goal.
There, Roberto slid to
reach the ball and
poked it to the side of
goalkeeper, setting
off a wild celebration
by the 96,000 fans
packed into Camp
Nou.
Roberto compared his goal to
Iniesta's memorable
stoppage-time strike
in 2009 that stunned
Chelsea and earned a
place in the Champions League final.
If Barcelona
goes on to win a sixth
European Cup, it may
surpass that in the
memory of the team's
faithful.
"I had always
dreamed of scoring a
goal like that, and being a kid from La
Masia made it all the
more
special,"
Roberto said. "I've
worked so long to do
something incredible
like this for my club."

