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Odisha deserves careful consideration :15th Finance CommissionNaMo happy on NaPa
Bhubaneswar (K-
CN):  Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi
has reasons to be
happy today as
Odisha Chief Minis-
ter and BJD Presi-
dent Naveen Patnaik
has made it clear that
he will not be part of
t h e
Mahagathbandhan,
the Grand Alliance.

Mr.Modi is
happy as BJD is a
major regional party
which in present Lok
Sabha has 20 Mem-
bers and 118 mem-
bers in the 147 mem-
ber Odisha Legisla-
tive Assembly.

The Maha-
gathbandhan was
considered to be a
major strength of the
Congress to take on
the BJP led NDA in
the next general elec-
tions.

While many re-
gional parties have
offered their mem-
bership to the
Mahagathbandhan,

BJD was keeping its
cards closed to its
chest till Wednesday.

However, Nav-
een opened the card
today to the amuse-
ment of the BJP and

Mr.Modi.
The BJP Na-

tional Leadership has
been facing stiff op-
position the states
like Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and some other
states where regional
parties have joined
hands.

The alliance be-
tween Mayawati led
BSP and Akhilesh
Yadav headed
Samajwadi Party has
caused major dam-

age to BJP’s poll
prospect of BJP in
Uttar Pradesh where
there are 80 Lok
Sabha seats.

Similarly, in
Bihar the joining of
hands between Lalu
Yadav’s RJD and
Congress, has also
caused problem for
BJP. The state has 40
Lok Sabha seats.

That BJD will
not join the
Mahagathbandhan
will ultimately help
the BJP though
Naveen has been
claiming that his re-
gional party has been
maintaining equal
distance from both
the national parties.

Though Mr.
Patnaik on 8 January
told reporters that he
will take time for
making a decision on
the Mahagatha
bandhan, he on his
own immediately an-
nounced about the
BJD’s move in less
than 12 hours.

Nobody is sure
what prompted the
Chief Minister to
make such an an-
nouncement in
Bhubaneswar on the
Gathbandhan. He
was not even asked
to say on the issue,
but the came out with
clarification.

Naveen’s an-
nouncement has not
gone down well
within the opposition
Congress which took
no time to say that
the regional party is
hand in glove with
the BJP.

Naveen’s party
also on the day sup-
ported the BJP’s
move of 10 per cent
quota for the upper
caste people.

The BJD
President’s an-
nouncement is also
significant as it came
ahead of Modi’s next
visit to Bolangir on
January 15 and BJP
president Amit
Shah’s scheduled
tour to Odisha on
January 18.

Bhubaneswar(KCN):
Minister Health &
Family Welfare,
Pratap Jena has urged
Regional Medical
Research Centre
(RMRC) to set up a
Research Hub at
Bhubaneswar to scale
up Research and De-
velopment on Ma-
laria and other Vector
Borne Diseases.

Inaugurating the
14th International
Conference on Vector
and Vector-Borne
Diseases here on 9
January, Mr.Jena im-
pressed upon RMRC,
Bhubaneswar to take
leadership in support-
ing and strengthening
the state in its drive
for elimination of
Malaria as well as
other Vector borne
diseases.

Among others
Padma Bhusan Prof
N.K.Ganguli ,

Jena urges for research Hub
Former Director
ICMR , Secretary

Health & FW Dr
Pramod kumar
Meherda , Prof
A.P.Das Vice Chan-
cellor Central Uni-
versity Tamilnadu,
Dr Sanghamitra Pati
Director RMRC
graced the occasion.

Minister Mr.Jena

said that Odisha has
been in news with the

release of World Ma-
laria Report-2018, in
which our state has
been appreciated for
its drive to combat
malaria. Malaria is
considered as the big-
gest challenge in
Odisha.

Almost all the

46-million people of
Odisha are at risk al-

though 22 districts of
Odisha are high en-
demic.

So, Odisha Gov-
ernment launched its
flagship program
'Durgama Anchalare
Malaria Nirakarana'
(DAMaN) by suc-
cessfully translating

the learning of opera-
tions & research.

It’ s noteworthy
that DAMaN is
funded by Odisha
Government through
its own budget to
supplement the regu-
lar anti-malaria ac-
tivities.

DAMaN is pri-
marily (See page-7)

Bhubaneswar(K-
CN):--The meeting

of the 15th Finance
Commission headed
by  N K Singh was
held with the State
Government of
Odisha headed by
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik in
Bhubaneswar on
Wednesday.

The Chairman
and members of the
15th Finance Com-
mission had a most
productive and en-
riching interaction
with representatives
of the various politi-
cal parties in the state.

There were ex-
change of ideas and
opinions, some famil-
iar and some innova-

tive. There was una-
nimity amongst both

sides that cess and
surcharge should be
brought within the
divisible pool.

Most importantly
the Commission felt
that if there is con-
structive impediment
Finance Commission
must take this into
account in its vertical
devolution. The Idea
of a heritage univer-
sity and disaster man-
agement institute was
discussed. The Com-
mission felt that
given the proneness
of the state to disas-
ter, such management
institutions are con-
stitutional impair-
ment and deserve

careful consideration.
Political parties

shared the concern on
progressive erosion
of 7th schedule of the
constitution.

On the health
sector, the Chairman
said that while
Odisha was doing
well in IMR and
MMR but the ratio of

number of doctor to
population was well
below acceptable
level. He therefore,
said that there was
need of more medical
colleges and insti-
tutes to improve the
quality of health care
specially in rural
Odisha.

In the sphere of
education, the Com-

mission felt that
Odisha required to
put more emphasis in
the sphere of R&D
and also in HRD.
Multipronged devel-
opment is required in
the primary, second-
ary and higher sec-
ondary education sec-
tor.

The Commission

while complimenting
Odisha for reduction
in poverty across the
State, felt that it still
had some distance to
cover to level with
the national stan-
dards.

The Commission
assured the State
Government of sup-
port in the issue of
clean See page-7


